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Y\  c5t?HE  chronicles  of  the  Sussaniaus, 
s^  illN  the  ancient  kmgs  of  Persia,  who 
w^'^^^i.  extended  their  empire  into  the 
'^S*^  Indies,  over  all  the  islands  there  > 

J-  nnto  belonging,  a  great  -way  beyond  the 
a''  Ganges,  and  as  far  as  China,  accjiiaint  ns, 
that  there  was  formerly  a  king  of  that 
potent  family,  the  most  excellent  prince 
of  his  time  ;  he  was  as  much  beloved  by  his 
subjects  for  his  wisdom  and  prudence,  as 
he  was  dreaded  by  his  neighbours  because 
of  his  valour,  and  his  warlike  and  well- 
disciplined  troops.  He  had  two  sons  ;  the 
eldest,  Schahriar,  the  worthy  heir  of  his 
father,  and  endowed  with  all  his  virtues. 
The  youngest,  Schahzenan,  was  likewise  a 
prince  of  incomparable  merit. 

After  a  long  and  glorious  reign,  this  king 
died,  and  Schahriar  mounted  his  thi-one. 
Schahzenan,  being  exchided  from  all  share 
of  the  government  by  the  laws  of  the  em- 
pire, and  obUged  to  live  a  private  life,  was 
.so  far  from  envying  the  happiness  of  his 
brother,  that  he  made  it  his  v.'holc  business 
to  please  him,  and  effected  it  without  much 
difficult}'.  Schahriar,  who  had  naturalh/  a 
great    affection    for    that    prince,    was    so 


charmed  with  his  complaisance,  that  out  of 
an  excess  of  friendship,  he  woidd  needs 
divide  his  dominions  with  him,  and  ga\e 
him  the  kingdom  of  Great  Tartary.  Schah- 
zenan went  im  mediately,  and  took  possession 
of  it,  and  fixed  the  seat  of  his  government  at 
Samarcande,  the  metropolis  of  the  country. 
After  they  had  been  separated  ten  years, 
Schahriar,  having  a  passionate  desire  to  see 
his  brother,  resolved  to  send  an  ambassador 
to  in\'ite  him  to  his  court.  He  made  choice 
of  his  prime  vizier  for  the  embassy,  sent 
him  to  Tartary  with  a  retinue  answerable  to 
his  dignity,  and  he  made  all  possible  haste 
to  Samarcande.  When  he  came  near  the 
city,  Schahzenan  had  notice  of  it,  and  weni; 
to  meet  him  with  the  principal  lords  of  his 
court,  who,  to  put  the  more  honour  on  the 
sultan's  minister,  appeared  in  magnificent 
apparel.  The  king  of  Tartary  received  the 
ambassador  with  the  greatest  demonstra- 
tions of  joy;  and  immediately  asked  him 
concerning  the  welfare  of  the  sultan  his 
brother.  The  vizier  having  acquainted 
him  that  he  was  in  health,  gave  him  an 
account  of  his  embassy.  Schahzenan  was 
so  much  affected  with  it,  that  he  answered 
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thus: — "Sage  vizier,  the  sultan  my  brother 
does  me  too  much  honour :  he  could  propose 
nothing  in  the  world  so  acceptable;  I  long 
as  passionately  to  see  him,  as  he  does  to  see 
me.  Time  has  been  no  more  able  to  dimi- 
nish my  friendship  than  his.  My  kingdom  is 
in  jieace,  and  I  desire  no  more  than  ten  days 
to  get  myself  ready  to  go  with  you  ;  so  that 
there  is  no  necessity  of  your  entering  the  city 
for  so  short  a  time  :  I  pray  you  to  pitch  your 
tents  here,  and  I  will  order  provisions  in 
abundance  for  yourself  and  your  company." 

The  vizier  did  accordingly,  and  as  soon 
as  the  king  returned,  he  sent  him  a  prodi- 
gious quantity  of  provisions  of  all  sorts,  with 
presents  of  gi'eat  value. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Schahzenan  made  ready 
for  his  journey,  took  orders  about  his  most 
important  affairs,  appointed  a  coimcil  to 
govern  in  his  absence,  and  named  a  minis- 
ter, of  whose  wisdom  he  had  sufficient  expe- 
rience, and  in  whom  he  had  an  entii-e  con- 
fidence, to  be  their  president.  At  the  end 
of  ten  days,  his  equipage  l^eing  ready,  he 
took  his  leave  of  the  queen  his  wife,  and 
went  out  of  town  in  the  evening  with  his 
retinue,  pitched  his  royal  pavilion  near  the 
vizier's  tent,  and  discoursed  with  that  am- 
bassador tni  midnight.  But  wilKng  once 
more  to  embrace  the  queen,  whom  he  loved 
entirely,  he  returned  alone  to  his  palace,  and 
went  straight  to  her  majesty's  apartment, 
who,  not  expecting  his  return,  had  taken  one 
of  the  meanest  officers  of  her  household  to  her 
bed,  where  they  lay  both  fast  asleep,  having 
been  in  bed  a  considerable  while. 

The  king  entered  without  any  noise,  and 
pleased  himself  to  think  how  he  should  sur- 
j)rise  his  wife,  who,  he  thought,  loved  him 
as  entirely  as  he  did  her  ;  but  how  strange 
was  his  surprise,  when  by  the  light  of  the 
flambeaux,  which  burn  all  night  in  the  ajiart- 
mcnts  of  those  eastern  princes,  he  saw  a 
man  in  her  arms !  He  stood  immovable 
for  a  time,  not  knowing  how  to  beheve  his 
own  eyes ;  but,  finding  that  it  was  not  to 
be  doubted,  "How!"  says  he  to  himself,  "I 
am  scarce  out  of  my  palace,  and  but  just 
under  the  walls  of  Samarcande,  and  dare 
they  put  such  an  outrage  upon  me  ?  Ah  ! 
perfidious  wretches;  your  crime  shall  not 
go  impunished.  As  king,  I  am  to  xnmish 
Avickedness  committed  in  my  dominions ; 
and  as  an  enraged  husband,  I  must  sacrifice 
you  to  my  just  resentment."  In  a  word,  this 
imfoi-tunate  jmnce,  giving  way  to  his  rage, 
drew  his  scimitar,  and,  approaching  the 
bed,  killed  them  both  with  one  blow,  turning 
their  sleep  into  death;  and  afterwards  taking 
them  up,  threw  them  out  of  a  window,  into 
the  ditch  that  surrounded  the  palace. 

Having  avenged  himself  thus,  he  went 
out  of  town  privately,  as  he  came  into  it ; 
and,  returning  to  his  pavilion,  without  say- 
ing one  word   of   what  had   happened,  he 


ordered  the  tents  to  be  struck,  and  to  make 
ready  for  his  journey.  This  was  speedily 
done :  and  before  day  he  began  his  march, 
with  kettledrums  and  other  instruments  of 
music,  that  fUled  every  one  with  joy,  except 
the  king,  who  was  so  much  troubled  at  the 
disloyalty  of  his  wife,  that  he  was  seized 
with  extreme  melancholy,  which  preyed 
upon  him  dui-ing  his  whole  journey. 

When  he  drew  near  the  capital  of  the 
Indies,  the  sidtan  Schahriar  and  all  his 
coiu't  came  out  to  meet  him :  the  princes 
were  overjoyed  to  see  one  another,  and 
alighting,  after  mutual  embraces,  and  other 
marks  of  affection  and  respect,  they  mount- 
ed again,  and  entered  the  city,  with  the 
acclamations  of  vast  multitudes  of  people. 
The  sidtan  conducted  his  brother  to  the 
palace  he  had  provided  for  him,  which  had 
a  communication  with  his  o\^ti  by  means  of 
a  garden ;  and  was  so  much  the  more  mag- 
nificent, that  it  was  set  apart  as  a  banquet- 
ing-house  for  public  entertainment,  and 
other  diversions  of  the  court,  and  the  splen- 
dour of  it  had  been  lately  augmented  by 
new  furniture. 

Schahi-iar  immediately  left  the  king  of 
Tartary,  that  he  might  give  him  time  to 
bathe  himself,  and  to  change  his  apparel ; 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  done,  he  came  to  him 
again,  and  they  sat  do^vn  together  upon  a 
sofa  or  alcove.  The  coiu'tiers  kept  at  a 
distance,  out  of  respect,  and  those  two 
princes  entertained  one  another  suitably  to 
their  friendship,  their  nearness  of  blood, 
and  the  long  separation  that  had  passed 
betwixt  them.  The  time  of  supper  being 
come,  they  ate  together,  after  which  they 
renewed  their  conversation,  which  continued 
till  Schahriar,  perceiving  that  it  was  very 
late,  left  his  brother  to  rest. 

The  unfortunate  Schahzenan  went  to  bed ; 
and  though  the  conversation  of  his  brother 
had  suspended  his  grief  for  some  time,  it 
returned  upon  him  with  more  Aaolence  ;  so 
that,  instead  of  taking  his  necessary  rest, 
he  tormented  himself  with  cruel  reflections. 
All  the  circumstances  of  his  wife's  dissloyalty 
presented  themselves  afresh  to  his  imagina- 
tion, in  so  lively  a  manner,  that  he  was  like 
one  beside  himself.  In  a  word,  not  being 
able  to  sleep,  he  got  up,  and  giving  himself 
over  to  afflicting  thoughts,  they  made  such 
an  impression  upon  his  countenance,  that 
the  sidtan  could  not  but  take  notice  of  it ; 
and  said  thus  to  himself: — "What  can  l)e 
the  matter  with  the  king  of  Tartary,  that 
he  is  so  melancholy  ?  Has  he  any  cause  to 
complain  of  his  reception?  No,  sui-ely;  I 
have  received  him  as  a  brother  ivhom  I 
love,  so  that  I  can  charge  myself  with  no 
omission  in  that  resj^ect.  Perhaps  it  grieves 
him  to  be  at  such  a  distance  from  his  do- 
minions, or  from  the  queen  his  wife.  Alas .' 
if  that  be  the  matter,  I  must  forthwith  give 
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him  the  presents  I  designetl  for  liim,  that 
he  may  return  to  Samarcando  when  he 
pleases."  Accordingly,  next  day  Schahi'iar 
sent  him  part  of  these  presents,  being  the 
greatest  rarities  and  the  richest  things  that 
the  Indies  could  afford.  At  the  same  time  he 
endeavoured  to  divert  his  brother  every  day, 
by  new  objects  of  pleasiu-e,  and  the  finest 
treats ;  which,  instead  of  giving  the  king  of 
Tartary  any  ease,  did  only  increase  his  sorrow. 

One  day,  Schahi'iar,  ha\dng  appointed  a 
great  hunting  match,  about  two  days'  jour- 
ney from  his  capital,  in  a  place  that  aboimded 
with  deer,  Schahzenan  ]irayod  him  to  excuse 
him,  for  his  health  would  not  allow  him  to 
bear  him  company.  The  sultan,  iinwilling 
to  put  any  constraint  upon  him,  left  him  at 
his  "liberty,  and  went  a  hunting  -with  his 
nobles  The  king  of  Tartary,  being  thus 
left  alone,  shut  himself  up  in  his  apartment, 
and  sat  down  at  a  window  that  looked  into 
the  garden.  That  delicioiis  place,  and  the 
sweet  harmony  of  an  infinite  number  of 
birds,  which  chose  it  for  a  jjlace  of  retreat, 
must  certainly  have  diverted  him,  had  he 
been  capable  of  taking  pleasure  in  any- 
thing ;  but  being  perpetually  tormented 
with  the  fatal  remembrance  of  his  queen's 
infamoiis  conduct,  his  eyes  were  not  so  often 
fixed  upon  the  garden,  as  lifted  up  to  heaven 
to  bewail  his  misfortunes. 

Whilst  he  was  thus  swallowed  up  with 
grief,  an  object  presented  itself  to  his  -view 
which  quickly  tiu-ned  all  his  thoughts  another 
way.  A  secret  gate  of  the  sidtan's  palace 
opened  all  of  a  sudden,  and  there  came  out 
of  it  twentj'^  women,  in  the  midst  of  whom 
walked  the  sidtaness,  who  M^as  easily  dis- 
tinguished from  the  rest  by  her  majestic  air. 
This  princess,  thinking  that  the  king  of  Tar- 
tary was  gone  a-hunting  with  his  brother  the 
sultan,  came  up  with  her  retinue  near  the 
windows  of  his  apartment;  for  the  prince 
had  placed  himself  so  that  he  coiild  see  all 
that  passed  in  the  garden  without  being  per- 
ceived himself.  He  observed  that  the  per- 
sons who  accompanied  the  sidtaness  threw 
off  their  veils  and  long  robes,  that  they  might 
be  at  more  freedom;  but  was  wonderfully 
siu-prised  when  he  saw  ten  of  them  to  be 
blacks,  and  that  each  of  them  took  his  mis- 
tress. The  sidtaness,  on  her  part,  was  not 
long  without  her  gallant.  She  claf)ped  her 
hands,  and  called,  "Masoud!  Masoud!"  and 
immediately  a  black  came  do^-n  from  a  tree, 
and  ran  to  her  in  all  haste. 

Modesty  will  not  allow,  nor  is  it  necessary, 
to  relate  what  passed  between  the  blacks  and 
the  ladies.  It  is  siifScieut  to  say,  that  Schah- 
zenan  saw  enough  to  convince  him  that  his 
brother  was  as  much  to  be  pitied  as  himself. 
This  amorous  company  continued  together 
till  miilnight ;  and  ha\-ing  bathed  all  together 
in  a  great  piece  of  water,  which  was  one  of 
the   chief   ornaments  of  the  garden,   they 


th'essed  themselves,  and  re-entered  the  palace 
by  the  secret  door,  all  except  Masoud,  who 
climbed  up  his  tree,  and  got  over  the  garden 
wall  the  same  way  as  he  came  in. 

AU  this  having  passed  in  the  king  of  Tar- 
tary's  sight,  occasioned  him  to  make  a  multi- 
tude of  reflections.  ' '  How  little  reason  had 
I,"  says  he,  "  to  think  that  no  one  was  so  un- 
fortunate as  myseK.  It  is  certainly  the  un- 
avoidable fate  of  aU  husbands,  since  the  sul- 
tan, my  brother,  who  is  sovereign  of  so  many 
dominions,  and  the  greatest  prince  of  the 
earth,  coidd  not  escape  it.  The  case  being 
so,  what  a  fool  am  I  to  kUl  myself  with 
grief  !  I  am  resolved  that  the  remembrance 
of  a  misfortune  so  common  shall  never  more 
disturb  my  quiet." 

From  that  moment  he  forebore  afflicting 
himself.  Being  unwilling  to  sup  till  he  saw 
the  whole  scene  that  was  acted  under  his 
window,  he  called  then  for  his  supper,  ate 
with  a  better  appetite  than  he  had  done  at 
any  time  since  his  coming  from  Samarcande, 
and  listened  Avith  some  degree  of  pleasure  to 
the  agreeable  concert  of  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music  that  was  appointed  to  enter- 
tain him  whde  at  table. 

He  continued  after  this  in  very  good 
humour ;  and  when  he  knew  that  the  sidtan 
was  returning,  he  went  to  meet  him,  and 
paid  him  his  compliments  with  great  gaiety. 
Schahriar  at  first  took  no  notice  of  this 
alteration,  but  politely  expostidated  with 
him  why  he  woidd  not  Ijear  him  company  aii 
himting  the  stag ;  and  without  giving  him 
time  to  reply,  entertained  him  with  a  great 
number  of  deer  and  other  game  they  had 
killed,  and  what  pleasure  he  had  had  in  the 
sport.  Schahzeuan  heard  him  with  atten- 
tion, gave  answers  to  everything,  and  being 
free  from  that  melancholy  which  formerly 
overclouded  his  wit,  he  said  a  thousand 
agreeable  and  pleasant  things  to  the  sultan. 

Schahriar,  who  expected  to  have  found 
him  in  the  same  state  as  he  left  him,  was 
overjoyed  to  see  him  so  cheerful,  and  spoke 
to  him  thus  :  "Dear  bx'other,  I  return  thanks 
to  Heaven  for  the  happy  change  it  has  made 
in  you  during  my  absence ;  I  am  extremely 
rejoiced  at  it ;  but  I  have  a  request  to  make 
to  you,  and  conjiu-e  you  not  to  deny  me." 
"I  can  refuse  you  nothing,"  replies  the  king 
of  Tartary;  "you  may  command  Schahzenan 
as  you  please :  speak,  I  am  impatient  till  I 
know  what  you  desire  of  me. "  ' '  Ever  since 
you  came  to  my  coui't,"  replied  Schahriar 
"  I  found  you  swallowed  up  by  a  deep  melan- 
choly, and  I  in  vain  attempted  to  remove  it 
by  aU  sorts  of  diversion.  I  imagined  it 
might  be  occasioned  by  reason  of  your  dis- 
tance from  your  dominions,  or  that  love 
might  have  a  great  share  in  it ;  and  that  the 
queen-  of  Samarcande,  who,  no  doubt,  is  an 
accomplished  beauty,  might  be  the  cause  of 
it.     I  do  not  know  if  I  be  mistaken ;  but  I 
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must  own  that  it  Avas  for  tliis  very  reason  T 
would  not  importune  you  upon  the  subject, 
for  fear  of  making  you  luieasy.  But  with- 
out my  having  contributed  anything  towards 
it,  I  find  now,  upon  my  return,  that  you  are 
in  the  best  humour  that  can  be,  and  that 
your  mind  is  entirely  delivered  from  that 
black  vapour  which  disturbed  it.  Pray  do 
me  the  favour  to  tell  me  why  you  were  so 
melancholy,  and  why  you  are  no  longer  so." 

Upon  this  the  king  of  Tartary  continued 
for  some  time  as  if  he  had  been  meditating, 
and  contriving  what  he  should  answer ;  l)ut 
at  last  rei^lies  as  f oUows :  ' '  You  are  my 
sultan  and  master;  but  excuse  me,  I  be- 
seech you,  from  answering  your  question." 
"No,  dear  brother,"  said  the  sultan,  "you 
must  answer  me ;  I  will  take  no  denial. " 
Schahzenan,  not  being  able  to  withstand 
these  pressing  instances,  answered,  "Well, 
then,  brother,  I  will  satisfy  yoii,  since  you 
command  nie;"  and  having  told  him  the 
story  of  the  queen  of  Samarcande's  treachery, 
"Thi.?."  says  he,  "was  the  cause  of  my 
grief ;  judge  whether  I  had  not  reason 
enough  to  give  myself  up  to  it. " 

"  Oh  !  my  brother,"  says  the  sultan,  (in  a 
tone  which  shewed  what  an  interest  he  took 
in  the  king  of  Tartary's  story,)  "what  a 
horrible  story  do  you  tell  me !  How  im- 
patient was  I  tdl  I  heard  it  out !  I  com- 
mend you  for  punishing  the  traitors  who 
ofifered  you  such  an  outrage.  Nobody  can 
blame  j'ou  for  that  action  :  it  was  just ;  and, 
for  my  part,  had  the  case  been  mine,  I  should 
scarce  have  been  so  moderate  as  you.  I 
would  not  have  satisfied  myself  with  the 
life  of  one  woman ;  I  verily  think  I  should 
have  sacrificed  a  thousand  to  my  fury.  I 
cease  now  to  wonder  at  your  melancholy. 
The  cause  of  it  was  too  sensible  and  too 
mortifying  not  to  make  you  yield  to  it.  0 
heaven !  what  a  strange  adventure  !  Nor 
do  I  believe  the  like  ever  befell  any  man 
but  yourself.  But,  in  short,  I  must  bless 
God,  who  has  comforted  you ;  and  since  I 
doubt  not  but  your  consolation  is  well 
grounded,  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know 
what  it  is,  and  conceal  nothing  from  me." 
Schahzenan  was  not  so  easily  prevailed  upon 
in  this  point  as  he  had  been  in  the  other, 
because  of  his  brother's  concern  in  it ;  but 
being  obliged  to  yield  to  his  pressing  in- 
stances, answered,  "  I  must  obey  you,  then, 
since  yoiu-  command  is  absolute ;  yet  I  am 
afraid  that  my  obedience  will  occasion  your 
trouble  to  be  greater  than  ever  mine  was. 
But  yoTi  must  blame  yourself  for  it,  since 
you  force  me  to  reveal  a  thing  which  I  should 
otherwise  have  buried  in  eternal  oblivion." 
"What  you  say,"  answers  Schahriar,  "serves 
only  to  increase  my  curiosity.  Make  haste 
to  discover  the  secret,  Avhatever  it  be."  The 
king  of  Tartary  being  no  longer  able  to  re- 
fuse, gave  him  the  jiarticulars  of  all  that  he 


had  seen  of  the  blacks  in  disguise,  of  the 
ungoverned  passion  of  the  sultaness  and 
her  ladies ;  and  he  did  not  forget  Masoud. 
"After  having  been  witness  to  those  in- 
famous actions,"  says  he,  "I  believed  aU 
■women  to  be  naturally  inclined  thereto ;  and 
that  they  coidd  not  resist  their  inclination. 
Being  of  this  opinion,  it  seemed  to  me  to  be 
an  unaccountable  weakness  in  men  to  place 
any  confidence  in  their  fidelity.  This  re- 
ilection  brought  on  many  others ;  and,  iu 
short,  I  thought  the  best  thing  I  coidd  do 
was  to  make  myself  easy.  It  cost  me  some 
pains,  indeed,  but  at  last  T  effected  it ;  aud 
if  you  will  take  my  advice,  you  wiU  follow 
my  example." 

Though  the  advice  was  good,  the  sultan 
could  not  relish  it,  but  fell  into  a  rage. 
"  What !"  says  he,  "  is  the  sultaness  of  the 
Indies  capable  of  prostituting  herself  in  so 
base  a  manner?  No,  bi'other,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve what  you  say,  except  I  saw  it  with  my 
own  eyes ;  yours  must  needs  have  deceived 
you :  the  matter  is  so  important  that  I  must 
be  satisfied  of  it  myself."  "Dear  brother," 
answers  Schahzenan,  "that  you  may  with- 
out much  difficidty.  Appoint  another  hunt- 
ing-match; and  when  we  are  out  of  town 
with  your  court  and  mine,  we  wiU  stop 
under  our  tents,  and  at  night  let  you  and  I 
return  alone  to  my  apartments ;  I  am  cer- 
tain the  next  day  you  will  see  what  I  saw. 
The  sultan,  approving  the  stratagem,  imme- 
diately ajipointed  a  new  hunting-match ;  and 
that  same  day  the  tents  were  set  up  at  the 
place  appointed." 

Next  day  the  two  princes  set  out  with  aU 
their  retinue ;  they  arrived  at  the  place  of 
encampment,  and  stayed  there  till  night. 
Then  Schahriar  called  his  grand  vizier,  and 
without  acquainting  him  with  his  design, 
commanded  him  to  stay  in  his  place  diu-ing 
his  absence,  and  suffer  no  person  to  go  out 
of  the  camp  upon  any  account  whatever. 
As  soon  as  he  had  given  this  order,  the  king 
of  Grand  Tartaiy  and  he  took  horse,  passed 
through  the  camp  incognito,  returned  to  the 
city,  and  went  to  Schahzenan's  apartment. 
They  had  scarce  placed  themselves  in  the 
same  window  where  the  king  of  Tartarj-  had 
Ijeheld  the  scene  of  the  disguised  blacks,  but 
the  secret  gate  opened,  the  sidtaness  and  her 
ladies  entered  the  garden  with  the  blacks, 
and  she,  having  called  upon  Masoud,  the 
sultan  saw  more  than  enough  to  convince 
him  fully  of  his  dishonour  aud  misfortune. 

"O  heavens!"  cried  he,  "what  an  in- 
dignity !  what  horror !  Can  the  wife  of  a 
sovereign  such  as  I  am  be  caj^able  of  such 
an  infamous  action  ?  After  this,  let  no 
prince  Ijoast  of  his  being  perfectly  happy. 
Alas !  my  In-other, "  continues  he,  (embracing 
the  king  of  Tartary,)  "  let  us  Ijotli  renounce 
the  world ;  honour  is  banished  out  of  it ;  if 
it  Hatters  us  one  day,  it  betrays  us  the  next ! 
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Let  us  abandon  our  dominions  and  grandeur ! 
let  us  go  into  foreign  countries,  where  wo 
may  lead  an  obscure  life,  and  conceal  our 
misfortunes."  Schabzenan  did  not  at  all 
approve  of  this  resolution,  but  did  not  tliink 
fit  to  contradict  Scbabriar  in  the  heat  of  his 
passion.  "Dear  brother,"  says  he,  "your 
will  shall  be  mine ;  I  am  ready  to  follow 
you  whither  you  please  :  but  promise  me 
that  you  will  return,  if  we  can  meet  with 
any  one  that  is  more  unhappy  than  our- 
selves." "  I  agree  to  it,"  says  the  sultan, 
"but  doubt  much  whether  we  shall."  "  I 
am  not  of  your  mind  in  this,"  replies  the 
king  of  Tartary;  "  I  fancy  our  journey  will 
be  but  short. "  Having  said  thus,  they  went 
secretly  out  of  the  palace  by  a  different  way 
from  that  by  whicli  they  came.  They  tra- 
velled as  long  as  it  was  day,  and  lay  the 
first  night  under  trees ;  and  getting  up  about 
break  of  day,  they  went  on  till  they  came 
to  a  fine  meadow  iipoii  the  bank  of  the  sea 
that  was  besprinkled  with  great  tr^es.  They 
sat  down  imder  one  of  those  trees  to  rest 
and  refresh  themselves,  and  the  chief  sub- 
ject of  their  conversation  was  the  infidelity 
of  their  wives. 


They  had  not  sat  long,  before  they  heard 
a  frightful  noise  from  the  sea,  and  a  terrible 
cry,  which  tilled  them  with  fear ;  then  the 
sea  opening,  there  arose  iip  something  like 
a  great  black  column,  which  reached  almost 
to  the  clouds.  This  redoubled  their  fear, 
made  them  rise  speedily,  and  climb  up  into 
a  tree  to  hide  themselves.  They  had  scarce 
got  up,  till,  looking  to  the  place  from  whence 
the  noise  came,  and  where  the  sea  opened, 
they  observed  that  the  black  column  ad- 
vanced, winding  about  towards  the  shore, 
cleaving  the  water  before  it.  They  could 
not  at  first  think  what  it  should  be  ;  but 
in  a  little  time  they  found  that  it  was  one 
of  those  malignant  genies  that  are  mortal 
enemies  to  mankind,  and  are  always  doing 
them  mischief.  He  was  black,  frightful,  had 
the  shape  of  a  giant,  of  a  prodigious  statiire, 
and  carried  on  his  head  a  great  glass  box, 
shut  with  four  locks  of  fine  steel.  He  en- 
tered the  meadow  with  his  burden,  which 
he  laid  down  just  at  the  foot  of  the  tree 
where  the  two  princes  were,  who  looked 
ujjon  themselves  to  be  dead  men.  Mean- 
while the  genie  sat  down  by  his  box,  and 
opening  it  with  four  keys  that  he  had  at  his 


girdle,  there  came  out  a  lady  magnificently  | 
apparelled,  of  a  majestic  stature,  and  a  com- 
plete beauty.  The  monster  made  her  sit 
do«Ti  by  him,  and  eyeing  her  with  an  amo- 
rous look  :  "Lady,"  says  he,  "nay,  most  ac- 
complished of  all  ladies,  who  are  admired  for 
their  beauty,  my  charming  mistress,  whom 
I  carried  oti'  on  your  wedding-day,  and  have 
loved  so  constantly  ever  since,  let  me  sleej] 
a  few  moments  by  you;  for  I  found  my- 
self so  very  sleepy,  that  I  came  to  this  place 
to  take  a  little  rest."  Ha\'ing  sjjoke  thus, 
he  laid  down  his  huge  head  upon  the  lady's 
knees,  and  stretching  out  his  legs,  whicli 
reached  as  far  as  the  sea,  he  fell  asleep  pre- 


sently,   and   snored   so  that   he   made  the 
banks  echo  again. 

The  lady  happening  at  the  same  time  to 
look  up  to  the  tree,  sav/  the  two  princes, 
and  made  a  sign  to  them  with  her  hand  to 
come  down  without  making  any  noise.  Their 
fear  was  extreme  when  they  found  them- 
selves discovered,  and  they  prayed  the  lady, 
by  other  signs,  to  excuse  them  ;  but  she, 
after  having  laid  the  monster's  head  softly 
down  on  the  ground,  rose  Tip  and  spoke 
to  them,  with  a  low,  but  eager  voice,  to 
come  down  to  her ;  she  would  take  no  de- 
nial. They  made  signs  to  her  that  they 
were  afraid  of    the  Wienie,  and  wovdd  fain 
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have  been  excused.  Upou  wliicli  slae  or- 
dered tliem  to  come  down,  and  if  they  did 
not  make  haste,  threatened  to  awake  the 
genie,  and  bid  him  kill  them. 

These  words  did  so  much  intimidate  the 
princes  that  they  began  to  come  down  with 
all  possible  precaution,  lest  they  shoidd 
awake  the  genie.  When  they  came  down, 
the  lady  took  them  by  the  hand,  and  going 
a  little  further  with  them  under  the  trees, 
made  a  very  urgent  ijroijosal  to  them.  At 
first  they  rejected  it,  but  she  obliged  them 
to  accept  it  by  her  threats.  Ha\'ing  ob- 
tained what  she  desired,  she  perceived  that 
each  of  them  had  a  ring  on  his  linger, 
which  she  demanded  of  them.  As  soon  as 
she  received  them,  she  went  and  took  a  box 
out  of  the  bundle,  where  her  toilet  was, 
pulled  out  a  string  of  other  rings  of  all  sorts, 
which  she  shewed  them,  and  asked  them  if 
they  knew  what  those  j  ewels  meant.  ' '  No, ' ' 
said  they,  "  we  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to 
tell  us."  "These  are,"  replied  she,  "the 
rings  of  aU  the  men  to  whom  I  have  granted 
my  favours.  There  are  fiUl  foiu-score  and 
eighteen  of  them,  which  I  keej)  as  tokens 
to  remember  them ;  and  asked  yom-s  for 
the  same  reason,  to  make  up  the  himdred. 
80  that,"  continued  she,  "I  have  a  hundi-ed 
gallants  already,  notwithstanding  the  vigil- 
ance of  this  wicked  genie,  who  never  leaves 
me.  He  may  lock  me  up  in  this  glass  box, 
and  hide  me  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea  :  I 
find  a  way  to  cheat  his  care.  You  may  see 
by  this,  that  when  a  woman  has  formed  a 
project,  there  is  no  husband  or  lover  that 
can  hinder  her  putting  it  into  execution. 
!Men  had  better  not  put  their  wives  under 
such  restraint,  as  it  only  serves  to  teach 
them  cunning."  Having  sjioken  thus  to 
them,  she  put  their  rmgs  ujjon  the  same 
string  with  the  rest,  and  sitting  do^vn  by 
the  monster,  as  before,  laid  his  head  again 
upou  her  lap,  and  made  a  sign  for  the 
princes  to  be  gone. 

They  returned  immediately  by  the  same 
way  they  came,  and  when  they  were  out  of 
sight  of  the  lady  and  genie,  Schahi-iar  says 
to  Schahzenan,  "Well,  brother,  what  do  you 
think  of  this  adventure  ?  Has  not  the  genie  a 
very  faithf  id  mistress?  And  do  not  you  agree 
that  there  is  no  wickedness  equal  to  that 
of  woman?"  "Yes,  brother,"  answers  the 
king  of  Great  Tartary ;  "and  you  must  also 
agree  that  the  monster  is  more  unfortunate 
and  more  to  be  pitied  than  we.  There- 
fore, since  we  have  found  Avhat  we  sought 
for,  let  us  return  to  our  dominions,  and 
let  not  this  hinder  us  from  marrying.  For 
my  part,  I  know  a  method  by  which  to  keep 
inviolable  the  fidelity  that  my  wife  owes 
me.  I  will  say  no  more  of  it  at  present, 
but  you  will  hear  of  it  in  a  little  time,  and 
I  am  sure  yoii  will  follow  my  examjile." 
The  siUtau  agreed  with  his  brother;  and 


continuing  their  journey,  they  arrived  in  the 
camp  the  third  night  after  they  left  it. 

The  news  of  the  sidtan's  return  being 
spread,  the  courtiers  came  betimes  in  the 
morning  before  his  pavilion,  to  wait  on 
him.  He  ordered  them  to  enter,  received 
them  with  a  more  pleasant  air  than  formerly, 
and  gave  eacli  of  them  a  present :  after 
which  he  told  them  he  would  go  no  farther, 
ordered  them  to  take  horse,  and  returned 
speedily  to  his  palace. 

As  soon  as  he  arrived,  he  ran  to  the 
sidtaness's  apartment,  commanded  her  to 
be  boimd  before  him,  and  delivered  her  to 
his  grand  vizier,  with  an  oi-der  to  strangle 
her,  which  was  accordingly  executed  by  that 
minister  without  inquiring  into  her  crime. 
The  enraged  prince  did  not  stop  here,  but 
cut  off  the  heads  of  all  the  sultaness's  ladies 
with  his  own  hand.  After  this  rigorous 
pimishment,  being  persuaded  that  no  woman 
was  chaste,  he  resolved,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  disloyalty  of  such  as  he  should  after- 
wards many,  to  wed  one  every  night,  and 
have  her  strangled  next  morning.  Having 
imposed  this  cruel  law  upon  himself,  he 
swore  that  he  Avoiild  observe  it  immediately 
after  the  departure  of  the  king  of  Tartary, 
who  speedily  took  leave  of  liim,  and  being 
laden  with  magnificent  jjreseuts,  set  forward 
on  his  journey. 

Schahzenan  being  gone,  Schahriar  ordered 
his  grand  vizier  to  bring  htm  the  daughter 
of  one  of  his  generals.  The  -vizier  obeyed  ; 
the  sultan  lay  with  her,  and  jiutting  her 
next  morning  into  his  hands  again,  in  order 
to  be  strangled,  commanded  him  to  get  him 
another  next  night.  Whatever  reluctance 
the  Aazier  had  to  ijut  such  orders  in  execu- 
tion, as  he  owed  blind  obedience  to  the 
sultan  his  master,  he  was  forced  to  submit. 
He  brought  him,  then,  the  daughter  of  a 
subaltern,  whom  he  also  cut  off  next  day. 
After  her  he  brought  a  citizen's  daughter; 
and,  in  a  word,  there  was  every  day  a  maid 
married,  and  a  wife  murdered. 

The  rumom-  of  this  unijaralleled  barbarity 
occasioned  a  general  consternation  in  the 
city,  where  there  was  nothing  but  crying 
and  lamentation.  Here,  a  father  in  tears, 
and  inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  liis  daughter ; 
and  there,  tender  mothers,  dreading  lest 
their  daughters  should  have  the  same  fate, 
making  the  air  to  resound  beforehand  with 
their  groans  :  so  that,  instead  of  the  com- 
mendations and  blessings  which  the  sultan 
had  hitherto  received  from  his  subjects, 
their  mouths  were  now  filled  with  impi-eca- 
tions  against  him. 

The  grand  vizier,  who,  as  has  been  already 
said,  was  the  executioner  of  this  horrid  in- 
justice against  his  will,  had  two  daughters, 
— the  eldest  called  Scheherazade,  and  the 
youngest  Uiuarzade.  The  latter  was  a  lady 
of   very  great   merit ;    but  the   elder  had 
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coili-cage,  wit,  and  peneti'ation  infinitely 
above  her  sex.  She  read  much,  and  had 
such  a  prodigious  memory,  that  she  never 
forgot  anything  she  had  read.  She  had 
successfully  applied  herself  to  philosophy, 
physic,  history,  and  the  liberal  arts  ;  and  for 
verse  exceeded  the  best  poets  of  her  time. 
Besides  this,  she  was  a  perfect  beauty,  and 
all  her  fine  qualifications  were  crowned  by 
solid  virtue. 

The  vizier  passionately  loved  a  daughter 
so  worthy  of  his  tender  affection ;  and  one 
day,  as  they  were  discoursing  together,  she 
says  to  him,  "Father,  I  have  one  favour  to 
beg  of  you,  and  most  humbly  pray  you  to 
grant  it  me."  "lAvill  not  refuse  it,"  an- 
swers he,  "  provided  it  be  just  and  reason- 
able." "For  the  justice  of  it,"  says  she, 
"there  can  be  no  question,  and  you  may 
judge  of  it  by  the  motive  which  obliges  me 
to  demand  it  of  you.  I  wish  to  stop  the 
course  of  that  barbarity  which  the  sidtan 
exercises  upon  the  families  of  this  city.  I 
wovdd  dispel  those  imjust  fears  which  so 
many  mothers  have  of  losing  their  daughters 
in  such  a  fatal  manner."  "Your  design, 
daughter,"  replies  the  vizier,  "is  very  com- 
mendable ;  but  the  evil  you  would  remedy 
to  me  seems  incurable  ;  how  do  you  pretend 
to  effect  it  ?"  "Father,"  says  Schehera- 
zade, "  since  by  your  means  the  sultan 
makes  every  day  a  new  marriage,  I  conjure 
you  by  the  tender  afiection  you  bear  to  me 
to  procure  me  the  honour  of  his  bed."  The 
vizier  could  not  hear  this  without  horror. 
' '  O  heaven !  "  replied  he,  in  a  passion, 
"have  you  lost  your  senses,  daughter,  that 
you  make  such  a  dangerous  request  to  me  ? 
You  know  the  sidtan  has  sworn  by  his  soul 
that  he  will  never  lie  above  one  night  with 
the  same  woman,  and  to  order  her  to  bo 
killed  the  next  morning ;  and  would  you 
have  me  propose  you  to  him  ?  Consider 
well  to  what  your  indiscreet  zeal  will  ex- 
jjose  you."  "  Yes,  dear  father,"  replies  the 
virtuous  daughter,  "  I  know  the  risk  I  run; 
but  that  does  not  frighten  me.  If  I  perish, 
my  death  will  be  glorious  ;  and  if  I  suc- 
ceed, I  shall  do  my  country  an  imjjortant 
piece  of  service."  "No,  no,"  says  the  vizier, 
"Avhatever  you  can  represent  to  engage  me 
to  let  you  throw  yourself  into  that  hoi-rible 
danger,  do  not  think  that  ever  I  will  agree 
to  it.  When  the  sultan  shall  order  me  to 
strike  my  poniard  into  your  heart,  alas  !  I 
must  obey  him  ;  and  what  an  employment 
is  that  for  a  father  !  Ah  !  if  you  do  not  fear 
death,  yet  at  least  be  afraid  of  occasioning 
me  the  mortal  grief  of  seeing  my  hand 
stained  with  your  blood."  "Once  more, 
father,"  says  Scheherazade,  "grant  me  the 
favour  I  beg."  "Your  stubbornness,"  re- 
plies the  vizier,  "will  make  me  angry; 
why  wiU  you  run  headlong  to  your  nun? 
They  that  do  not  foresee  the  end  of  a  dan- 


gerous enterprise,  can  never  bring  it  to  a 
happy  issue.  I  am  afraid  the  same  thing 
will  happen  to  you  that  happened  to  the 
ass,  which  was  well,  and  could  not  keep 
himself  so."  "What  misfortune  befell  the 
ass?"  replies  Scheherazade.  "I  will  tell 
you,"  says  the  vizier,  "if  you  will  hear 
me." 

FABLE    OF    THE   ASS,    THE    OX,    AND    THE 
LAJ30UREK. 

A  very  rich  merchant  had  several  country 
houses,  where  he  had  abundance  of  cattle  of 
all  sorts.  He  went  with  his  wife  and  family 
to  one  of  those  estates,  in  order  to  improve  it 
himself.  He  had  the  gift  of  understanding 
the  languages  of  beasts,  but  with  this  con- 
dition, that  he  should  interpret  it  to  no- 
body on  pain  of  death  ;  and  this  hindereil 
him  from  communicating  to  others  what  he 
learned  by  means  of  this  gift. 

He  had  in  the  same  stall  an  ox  and  an  ass ; 
and  one  day,  as  he  sat  near  them,  and  divert- 
ed himself  to  see  his  children  play  aboiit  him, 
he  heard  the  ox  say  to  the  ass,  "Sprightly,  oh, 
how  happy  do  I  think  you,  when  I  consider 
the  ease  you  enjoy,  and  the  little  labour  that  is 
required  of  you !  You  are  carefidly  rubbed 
down  and  washed, — you  have  well-dressed 
corn,  and  fresh  clean  water.  Your  greatest 
business  is  to  carry  the  merchant  our  master, 
when  he  has  a  little  jom-ney  to  make;  and 
were  it  not  for  that,  you  would  be  perfectly 
idle.  I  am  treated  in  a  quite  different  man- 
ner, and  my  condition  is  as  xmfortunate  as 
yours  is  ideasant.  It  is  scai-ce  daylight 
when  I  am  fastened  to  a  plough,  and  there 
they  make  me  work  till  night,  to  till  the 
ground ;  which  fatigiies  me  so,  that  some- 
times my  strength  fads  me.  Besides,  the 
labourer  who  is  always  behind  me  beats  me 
continually.  By  drawing  the  plough,  my 
tail  is  all  flayed ;  and,  in  short,  after  having 
laboured  from  morning  till  night,  when  I  am 
brought  in,  they  give  me  nothing  to  eat  but 
sorry  dry  beans,  not  so  much  as  cleansed 
from  dirt,  or  other  food  equally  bad;  and 
to  heighten  my  miseiy,  when  I  have  filled 
my  belly  with  such  ordinary  stufl",  I  am 
forced  to  lie  all  night  in  my  own  dung  :  so 
that  you  see  I  have  reason  to  envy  your 
lot." 

The  ass  did  not  interrupt  the  ox ;  but  when 
he  had  made  an  end,  answered,  "  They  that 
call  you  a  foolish  beast  do  not  lie  ;  you  are 
too  simple,  you  let  them  carry  you  whither 
they  please,  and  shew  no  manner  of  resolu- 
tion. In  the  meantime,  what  advantage  do 
you  reap  l)y  all  the  indignities  you  suffer  ? 
You  kdl  yourself  for  the  ease,  pleasure,  and 
jjrofit  of  those  who  give  you  no  thanks  for  so 
doing.  But  they  would  not  treat  you  so  if 
you  had  as  much  courage  as  strength.  When 
they  come  to  fasten  you  to  the  stall,  why  do 
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not  you  make  resistance  ?  Why  do  not  you 
strike  them  with  your  horns,  and  shew  that 
you  are  angry,  by  striking  your  foot  against 
the  ground  ?  and,  in  short,  why  do  you  not 
frighten  them  hy  bellowing  aloud  ?  Nature 
has  furnished  you  with  means  to  procure 
you  respect,  but  you  do  not  make  use  of 
them.  They  bring  j^ou  sorry  beans  and  bad 
straw :  eat  none  of  them ;  only  smell  to 
them,  and  leave  them.  If  you  follow  the 
advice  I  give  you,  j'ou  will  quickly  find  a 
change  for  which  you  will  thank  me." 

The  ox  took  the  ass's  advice  in  very  good 
part,  and  owned  he  was  much  obliged  to  him 
for  it.  "  Dear  Sprightly,"  adds  he,  "  I  ^vill 
not  faU  to  do  aU  that  j'ou  have  said,  and  you 
shall  see  how  I  will  acquit  myself."  They 
held  their  peace  after  this  discourse,  of  which 
the  merchant  lost  not  a  Mord. 

Next  moruing  betimes  the  labourer  comes 
to  take  the  ox.  He  fastened  him  to  the 
jilough,  and  carried  him  to  his  iisual  work. 
The  ox,  who  had  not  forgot  the  ass's  coun- 
sel, was  very  troublesome  and  imtowardly 
all  that  day  ;  and  in  the  evening,  wheu  the 
labourer  brought  him  back  to  the  stall,  and 
began  to  fasten  him  to  it,  the  malicious 
beast,  instead  of  presenting  liis  horns  will- 
ingly, as  he  used  to  do,  was  restive,  and  went 
backward,  bellowing ;  and  then  made  at  the 
labourer,  as  if  he  would  have  pushed  him 
with  his  horns.  In  a  word,  he  did  all  that 
the  ass  advised  him  to.  Next  day,  the  la- 
bourer came,  as  usual,  to  take  the  ox  to  his 
labour ;  but,  finding  the  stall  full  of  beans, 
the  straw  that  he  put  the  night  before  not 
touched,  and  the  ox  lying  on  the  grovmd  with 
his  legs  stretched  out,  and  panting  in  a 
strange  manner,  he  believed  him  to  be  sick, 
pitied  him,  and  thinking  that  it  was  not  pro- 
per to  carry  him  to  work,  went  immediately 
and  acquainted  the  merchant  with  it,  who 
])erceiving  that  the  ox  had  ft)llowed  all  the 
mischievous  advice  of  the  ass,  whom  he 
thought  fit  to  punish  for  it,  he  ordered  the 
labourer  to  go  and  put  the  ass  in  the  ox's 
jilace,  and  to  be  sure  to  work  him  hard. 
The  laboui-er  did  so ;  the  ass  was  forced  to 
j  draw  the  phjugh  all  that  day,  which  fatigued 
.  him  so  much  the  more,  as  he  was  not  accus- 
tomed to  that  sort  of  labour  ;  besides,  he 
had  been  so  soundly  beaten,  that  he  coidd 
scarce  stand  when  he  came  back. 

Meanwhile  the  ox  was  mightily  pleased. 
He  ate  up  all  that  was  in  his  stall,  and  rested 
himself  the  whole  day.  He  was  glad  at  heart 
that  he  had  followed  the  ass's  advice,  blessed 
him  a  thousand  times  for  it,  and  did  not  fail 
to  comjjliment  him  upon  it  when  he  saw  him 
come  back.  The  ass  answered  not  one  word, 
so  vexed  was  he  to  be  so  ill  treated ;  but 
says  within  himself,  "  It  is  by  my  own  impru- 
dence I  have  brought  this  misfortune  upon 
myself ;  I  lived  hapjtily,  everything  smiled 
upon  me,  1  had  all  that  I  coiild  wish  ;  it  is 


my  own  fault  that  I  am  brought  to  this  mis- 
erable condition ;  and,  if  I  cannot  contrive 
some  way  to  get  out  of  it,  I  am  certainly 
undone  ;  "  and,  as  he  spoke  thus,  his  strength 
was  so  much  exhausted,  that  he  fell  down  in 
his  stall  as  if  he  had  been  half  dead. 

Here  the  grand  mazier  addressed  himself 
to  Scheherazade,  and  said,  "  Daughter,  you 
do  just  like  the  ass ;  you  will  expose  yourself 
to  destruction  by  your  false  prudence.  Take 
my  advice,  be  easy,  aud  do  not  take  such 
measm-es  as  wUl  hasten  your  death. "  ' '  Fa- 
ther," rejilies  Scheherazade,  "the  example 
you  bring  me  is  not  capable  of  making  me 
change  my  resolution ;  I  will  never  cease 
importuning  you  until  you  present  me  to 
the  sultan  to  be  his  bride."  The  \nzier,  per- 
ceiving that  she  persisted  in  her  demand, 
replied,  "Alas!  then,  since  you  wiU  con- 
tinue obstinate,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  treat 
you  in  the  same  manner  as  the  merchant  I 
named  just  now  treated  his  wife  in  a  little 
time  after." 

The  merchant,  imderstanding  that  the  ass 
was  in  a  lamentable  condition,  was  curious 
to  know  what  passed  between  him  and  the 
ox ;  therefore,  after  supper,  he  went  out 
by  moonlight,  and  sat  down  by  them,  his 
wife  bearing  him  company.  AVhen  he  ar- 
rived, he  heard  the  ass  say  to  the  ox,  "  Com- 
rade, tell  me,  I  pray  j'ou,  what  you  intend 
to  do  to-morrow,  when  the  labourer  brings 
you  meat  ?"  "  What  will  I  do  ! "  says  the 
ox;  "IwiU  continue  to  do  as  you  taught 
me.  I  will  go  off  from  him,  and  threaten 
him  -n-ith  my  horns,  as  I  did  yesterday  :  I 
will  feign  myself  to  be  sick  and  just  ready 
to  die."  "  BeM'are  of  that,"  replies  the  ass, 
"  it  will  ruin  you ;  for,  as  I  came  home  this 
evening,  I  heard  the  merchant  our  master 
say  something  that  makes  me  tremble  for 
you."  "Alas!  what  did  you  hear  ?"  says 
the  ox  :  "as  you  love  me,  hide  nothing  from 
me,  my  dear  Sprightly."  "Our  master," 
replied  the  ass,  ' '  had  these  sad  expressions 
to  the  labourer  :  '  Since  the  ox  does  not  eat, 
and  is  not  able  to  work,  I  would  have  him 
killed  to-morrow,  and  we  wiU  give  his  flesh 
as  an  alms  to  the  poor,  for  God's  sake  ;  as 
for  the  skin,  that  wiU  be  of  use  to  us,  and  I 
woidd  have  you  give  it  to  the  currier  to 
dress  :  therefore,  do  not  fail,  but  send  for 
the  butcher. '  This  is  what  I  had  to  tell  you, " 
says  the  ass.  "  The  concern  I  have  for  your 
preservation,  and  my  friendship  for  you,  ob- 
liged me  to  let  yoxx  know  it,  and  to  giveyoa 
new  advice.  As  soon  as  they  bring  you 
your  bran  and  straw,  rise  up,  and  eat 
heartily.  Our  master  will  by  this  think 
that  yoii  are  cured,  and,  no  doubt,  wiU  re- 
call his  orders  for  killing  you  ;  whereas,  if 
you  do  otherwise,  you  are  certaiidy  gone." 

This  discourse  had  the  effect  which  the 
ass  designed.  The  o.x  was  strangely  troubled 
at  it,  aud  bellowed  out  for  fear.     The  mer- 
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chant,  who  heard  the  discourse  very  atten- 
tively, fell  into  such  a  fit  of  laughter,  that 
his  wife  was  surprised  at  it,  and  said,  "  Pray, 
husband,  tell  me  what  you  laugh  at  so 
heartily,  that  I  may  laugli  with  you." 
"  Wife,"  says  he,  "  you  must  content  your- 
self with  hearing  me  laugli."  "  No,"  replied 
she,  "  I  will  know  the  reason."  "I  cannot 
give  yo\i  that  satisfaction, "  answers  lie,  ' '  but 
only  that  I  laugh  at  what  our  ass  just  now 
said  to  our  ox.  The  rest  is  a  secret  whicli 
I  am  not  allowed  to  reveal."  "And  what 
hinders  you  from  revealing  the  secret  ? " 
saj's  sbc.  "  If  T  tell  it  you,"  answers  he, 
"it  w^ill  cost  me  my  life."  "  You  only  jeer 
me,"  cried  his  wife;  "what  you  tell  me 
now  cannot  be  true.  If  you  do  not  satisfy 
jue  jjresently  what  you  laugh  at,  and  tell  me 
what  the  ox  and  the  ass  said  to  one  another, 
I  swear  by  heaven  that  you  and  I  shall 
never  bed  together  again." 

Having  spoke  thus,  she  went  into  the 
house  in  a  great  fret,  and,  setting  herself  in 
the  corner,  cried  there  all  night.  Her  hus- 
band lay  alone,  and  finding  next  morning 
that  slie  continued  in  the  same  humour,  told 
her  she  was  a  very  foolish  woman  to  afliict 
herself  in  that  manner,  the  tiling  was  not 
worth  so  much,  and  that  it  concerned  her  as 
little  to  know  the  matter  as  it  concerned  liim 
much  to  keep  it  secret;  "therefore,"  said  he, 
"  I  conjure  you  to  think  no  more  of  it."  "  I 
shall  still  think  so  much  of  it,"  said  she, 
"as  never  to  forbear  weeping  tiU  you  have 
satisfied  my  curiosity."  "But  I  tell  you 
very  seriously,"  replied  he,  "that  it  will 
cost  me  my  life  if  I  yield  to  yoiir  indiscre- 
tion.' "Let  what  win  happen,"  says  she, 
"  I  do  insist  ujjon  it."  "I  joerceive,"  says 
the  merchant,  ' '  that  it  is  imi"iossible  to 
bring  you  to  reason  :  and  since  I  foresee  that 
you  will  occasion  your  own  death  by  your 
obstinacy,  I  will  call  in  your  children,  that 
they  may  see  you  before  yon  die."  Ac- 
cordingly he  called  for  them,  and  sent  for 
her  father  and  mother,  and  other  relations. 
When  they  were  come,  and  heard  the  reason 
of  their  being  called  for,  they  did  all  they 
could  to  convince  her  that  she  was  in  the 
wrong,  but  to  no  purpose  ;  she  told  them 
she  would  rather  die  than  yield  that  ])oint 
to  her  husband.  Her  father  and  mother 
spoke  to  her  by  herself,  and  told  her  that 
what  she  desired  to  know  was  of  no  import- 
ance to  her ;  bxit  they  could  gain  nothing 
ujion  her,  either  by  their  authorities  or  en- 
treaties. When  her  children  saw  that 
nothing  would  prevail  to  bring  her  out  of 
that  suUen  temjier,  they  wept  bitterly.  The 
merchant  himself  was  like  a  man  out  of  his 
senses,  and  was  almost  ready  to  risk  his  own 
life  to  save  that  of  his  wife,  whom  he  loved 
dearly. 

Now,  my  daughter,  (says  the  vizier  to 
Scheherazade,)  this  merchant  had  fifty  hens 


and  a  cock,  with  a  flog,  that  gave  good 
heed  to  all  that  joassed ;  and  while  the 
merchant  was  set  down,  as  I  said,  and  con- 
sidering what  he  had  best  to  do,  he  sees 
his  dog  run  towards  the  cock  as  he  was  tread- 
ing a  hen,  and  heard  him  speak  to  him  thus  : 
"Cock,"  says  he,  "  I  am  sure  heaven  will 
not  let  you  live  long  :  are  you  not  ashamed 
to  do  that  thing  to-day  ?"  The  cock,  standing 
lip  on  tiptoe,  answers  the  dog  fiercely,  "  And 
why,"  says  he,  "shoidd  I  not  do  it  to-day 
as  well  as  other  days?"  "If  you  do  not 
know,"  replies  the  dog,  "then  I  will  tell  you, 
that  this  day  our  master  is  in  great  perplexity : 
his  wife  would  have  him  reveal  a  secret 
whicli  is  of  such  a  natiire  that  it  will  cost 
him  his  life  if  he  do  it.  Things  are  come 
to  that  pass  that  it  is  to  be  feared  he  wiU 
scarcely  have  resolution  enough  to  resist  his 
wife's  obstinacy  ;  for  he  loves  her,  and  is 
ad'ected  with  the  tears  that  she  continually 
sheds,  and  perhaps  it  may  cost  him  his  life  : 
we  are  all  alarmed  at  it ;  and  you  only  in- 
sult our  melancholy,  and  have  the  im})rud- 
ence  to  divert  yoxirself  with  your  hens." 

The  cock  answered  the  dog's  reproof  thus  : 
"What,  has  our  master  so  little  sense?  He 
has  but  one  Avife,  and  cannot  govern  her ! 
and  though  I  have  fifty,  I  make  them  all  do 
what  I  please.  Let  him  make  use  of  his  rea- 
son; he  will  speedily  find  a  Avay  to  rid  him- 
self of  his  trouble."  "How?"  says  the  dog; 
"what  Avould  you  have  him  do  ?"  "  Let  him 
go  into  the  room  where  his  wife  is,"  says  the 
cock,  "lock  the  door,  and  take  a  good  stick 
and  thrash  her  well ;  and,  I  will  answer  for 
it,  that  will  bring  her  to  her  right  wits,  and 
make  her  forbear  to  ask  him  any  more  what 
he  ought  not  to  tell  hei-."  The  merchant 
had  no  sooner  heard  what  the  cock  said,  but 
he  took  ixi>  a  good  stick,  went  to  his  wife, 
whom  he  found  still  crying,  and,  shutting 
the  door,  belaboured  her  so  soundly,  that 
she  cried  out,  "It  is  enough,  husband,  it  is 
enough ;  let  me  alone,  and  I  v/ill  never  ask 
the  question  more."  Upon  this,  pex'ceiving 
that  she  repented  of  her  impertinent  curio- 
sity, he  forbore  drubbing  her ;  and  oijening 
the  door,  her  friends  came  in,  were  glad  to 
find  her  cured  of  her  obstinacy,  and  compli- 
mented her  husband  upon  this  happy  expe- 
dient to  bring  his  wife  to  reason. 

"  Daughter,"  adds  the  grand  vizier,  "  you 
deserve  to  be  treated  as  the  merchant 
treated  his  wife." 

"Father,"  replied  Scheherazade,  "I  beg 
you  woidd  not  take  it  ill  that  I  persist  in  my 
opinion.  I  am  nothing  moved  by  the  story 
of  that  woman.  I  can  tell  you  abundance  of 
others,  to  persuade  you  that  you  ought  not 
to  oppose  my  design.  Besides,  pardon  me 
for  declaring  to  you  that  your  o^jposing  me 
woidd  be  in  vain  :  for  if  your  paternal 
affections  should  hinder  you  from  granting 
my  request,  I  would  go  and  offer  myself  to 
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the  sultan."  In  short,'  the  father,  being  over- 
come by  the  resolution  of  his  daughtei-, 
yielded  to  her  imjjortunity ;  and  though  he 
was  very  much  grieved  that  he  could  not 
divert  her  from  such  a  fatal  resolution,  he 
went  that  minute  to  acquaint  the  sultan 
that  next  night  he  would  bring  him  Sche- 
herazade. 

The  sidtau  was  much  surprised '  at  the 
sacrifice  which  the  grand  vizier  made  to  him. 
"Howcouldyoiiresolveuponit,"  sayshe,  "to 
bring  me  your  own  daughter? "  "  Sir,"  an- 
swers the  vizier,  "  it  is  her  own  offer.  The 
sad  destiny  that  attends  it  could  not  frighten 
her;  she  j^ref ers  the  honoiir  of  being  your  ma- 
jesty's wife  one  night  to  her  life."  "  But  do 
not  mistake  yourself,  vizier,  "says  the  sultan  : 
"to-moiTow,  when  I  put  Scheherazade  into 
your  hands,  I  expect  you  will  take  away  her 
life  ;  and  if  you  fail,  I  swear  that  yourself 
shall  die."  "  Sir,"  rejoins  the  vizier,  "my 
heart,  wdthout  doubt,  will  be  full  of  grief  to 
execute  yoiir  commands  ;  but  it  is  to  no  pur- 
pose for  nature  to  murmur  :  though  I  bo 
her  father,  I  will  answer  for  the  fidelity  of 
my  hand  to  obey  your  order."  Schahriar  ac- 
ceijted  his  minister's  offer,  and  told  him  he 
might  bring  his  daughter  when  he  pleased. 

The  grand  vizier  went  with  the  news  to 
Scheherazade,  who  received  it  with  as  much 
joy  as  if  it  had  been  the  most  agreeable 
thing  in  the  world.  She  thanked  her  father 
for  having  obliged  her  in  so  sensible  a  man- 
ner; and,  perceiving  that  he  was  over- 
whelmed with  grief,  she  told  him,  in  order 
to  his  consolation,  that  she  hoj^ed  he  would 
never  repent  his  having  married  her  to  the 
sultan,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  should 
have  reason  to  rejoice  in  it  all  his  days. 

All  her  business  was  to  put  herself  in  a 
condition  to  appear  before  the  sidtan ;  but, 
before  she  went,  she  took  her  sister  Dinar- 
zade  apart,  and  says  to  her,  ' '  My  dear  sister, 
I  have  need  of  your  help  in  a  matter  of  very 
great  imjiortance,  and  must  pray  you  not  to 
deny  it  me.  My  father  is  going  to  carry 
me  to  the  sultan  to  be  his  wife ;  do  not  let 
this  frighten  you,  but  hear  me  with  patience. 
As  soon  as  I  come  to  the  sultan,  I  wiU  pray 
him  to  allow  you  to  lie  in  the  bride-chamber, 
that  I  may  enjoy  your  company  this  one 
night  more.  If  I  obtain  that  favour,  as  I 
hope  to  do,  remember  to  awake  me  to-mor- 
row an  hour  before  day,  and  to  address  me 
in  these  or  some  such  words  :  '  My  sister,  if 
you  be  not  asleep,  I  pray  you  that,  till  day- 
break, which  will  be  very  speedily,  you  will 
tell  me  one  of  the  fine  stories  of  which  you 
have  read  so  many.'  Immediately  I  wiU  teU 
you  one ;  and  I  hope,  by  this  means,  to  de- 
liver the  city  from  the  consternation  they 
are  under  at  present."  Dinarzade  answered 
tliat  she  would  obey  with  pleasure  what  she 
recpiired  of  her. 

The  time  of  going  to  bed  being  come,  the 


grand  vizier  conducted  Scheherazade  to  the 
palace,  and  retired,  after  having  introduced 
her  to  the  sidtan's  apartment.  As  soon  as 
the  sidtan  was  left  alone  with  her,  he  ordered 
her  to  uncover  her  face,  and  found  it  so 
beautiful,  that  he  Avas  perfectly  chai-med 
with  her ;  and  perceiving  her  to  be  in  tears, 
asked  her  the  reason.  "  Sir,"  answered 
Scheherazade.  "  I  have  a  sister  who  loves 
me  tenderly,  as  I  do  her  ;  and  I  coidd  wish 
that  she  might  be  allowed  to  be  all  night  in 
this  chamber,  that  I  might  see  her,  and  bid 
her  once  more  adieu.  Will  you  be  pleased 
to  allow  me  the  comfort  of  giving  her  this 
last  testimony  of  my  f  riendshij^  ? "  Schahriar 
having  consented  to  it,  Dinarzade  was  sent 
for,  who  came  with  all  possible  diligence. 
The  sultan  went  to  bed  with  Scheherazade 
upon  an  alcove  raised  very  high,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  monarchs  of  the  East ; 
and  Dinarzade  lay  in  a  bed  that  was  pre- 
pared for  her,  near  the  foot  of  the  alcove. 

An  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade,  being 
awake,  failed  not  to  do  as  her  sister  orderccl 
her.  ' '  My  dear  sister, "  cries  she,  ' '  if  you  be 
not  asleep,  I  pray,  until  day-break,  whicli 
will  be  in  a  very  little  time,  that  you  will 
tell  me  one  of  those  pleasant  stories  you 
have  read  :  alas  ;  this  may,  perhaps,  be  the 
last  time  that  ever  I  shall  have  that  satis- 
faction." 

Scheherazade,  instead  of  answering  her 
sister,  addressed  herself  to  the  sultan  thus  : 
"  Sir,  will  your  majesty  be  pleased  to  allow 
me  to  give  my  sister  this  satisfaction?" 
"With  all  my  heart,"  answers  the  sultan. 
Then  Scheherazade  bade  her  sister  listen,  and 
afterwards,  addressing  herself  to  Schahriar, 
began  thus : — 

The  First  Night. 

THE   MERCHANT   AND    THE   GENIE. 

SiE,  there  was  formerly  a  merchant,  who 
had  a  .great  estate  in  lands,  goods,  and 
money.  He  had  abundance  of  deputies, 
factors,  and  slaves.  He  was  obliged  from 
time  to  time  to  take  journeys,  and  talk 
with  his  correspondents:  and  one  da}', 
being  under  a  necessity  of  going  a  long 
journey  about  an  affair  of  importance,  ho 
took  horse,  and  jjut  a  portmanteau  behind 
him,  with  some  biscuits  and  dates,  because 
he  had  a  great  desert  to  jiass  over,  where 
he  could  have  no  manner  of  provisions. 
He  arrived,  Avithout  any  accident,  at  the 
end  of  his  journey ;  and  having  despatched 
his  affairs,  took  horse  again,  in  order  to 
return  home. 

The  fourth  day  of  his  journey  he  was  so 
much  incommoded  by  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
and  the  reflection  of  that  heat  from  the 
earth,  that  he  turned  out  of  the  road,  to 
refresh  himself  mider  some  trees  that  he 
saw  in  the  country.      There  he  found,   at 
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the  foot  of  a  great  walnut-tree,  a  fountain 
of  very  clear  running  water ;  and,  alighting, 
tied  his  horse  to  a  branch  of  a  tree,  anil, 
sitting  down  by  the  fountain,  took  some 
biscuits  and  dates  out  of  his  portmanteau ; 
and  as  he  ate  his  dates,  tlu'cw  the  shells 
about  on  both  sides  of  him.  When  he  had 
done  eating,  being  a  good  Mussulman,  he 
washed  his  hands,  his  face,  and  his  feet,  and 
said  his  prayers.  He  had  not  made  an  end, 
but  was  still  on  his  knees,  when  he  saw  a 
genie  appear,  all  white  with  age;  and  of  a 
monstrous  bidk  ;  who,  advancing  towards 
him  with  a  scimitar  in  his  hand,  spoke  to 
him  in  a  terrible  voice  thus  :  "  Rise  iip,  that 
i  may  kill  thee  with  this  scimitar,  as  you 
have  killed  my  sou  ;"  and  accompanied  these 
words  with  a  frightful  cry.  The  merchant, 
l>eing  as  much  frightened  at  the  hideous 
shape  of  the  monster  as  at  those  thi-eaten- 
ing  words,  answered  him,  trembling,  "Alas! 
my  good  lord,  of  what  crime  can  I  be 
guilty  towards  you,  that  you 
shoidd  take  away  my  life  ? " 
"I  will,"  reiilies  the  genie, 
"lull  thee,  as  thou  hast  killed 
my  son. "  "0  heaven  ! "  says 
the  merchant,  ' '  how  should 
I  kill  your  son  ?  I  did  not 
know  him,  nor  ever  saw  him." 
'•  Did  not  you  sit  down  when 
yoTi  came  hither?"  replies 
the  genie.  ' '  Did  not  yoii 
take  dates  out  of  your  port- 
manteau, and,  as  you  ate 
them,  did  not  you  throw  the 
shells  about  on  both  sides  ?  " 
"  I  did  aU  that  you  say,"  an- 
swers the  merchant,  "I  can- 
not deny  it."  "If  it  be  so," 
replied  the  genie,  "I  tell  thee 
that  thou  hast  killed  my 
son  ;  and  the  way  was  thus : 
when  you  thi-ew  the  nutshells 
about,  my  son  was  passing  by,  and  you  threw 
one  of  them  into  his  eye,  which  killed  him  ; 
therefore  I  must  kdl  thee."  "  Ah  !  my  lord, 
pardon  me,"  cried  the  merchant.  "No 
pardon,"  answers  the  genie,  "no  mercy  :  is 
it  not  just  to  kill  him  that  has  killed  an- 
other ?  "  "I  agree  to  it, "  says  the  merchant ; 
"but  certainly  I  never  killed  your  son  :  and 
if  I  have,  it  was  imknown  to  me,  and  I  did 
it  innocently ;  therefore  I  beg  you  to  pardon 
me,  and  to  suifer  me  to  live."  "No,  no," 
says  the  genie,  jiersisting  in  his  resolution  ; 
"  I  must  kill  thee,  since  thou  hast  killed  my 
son."  And  then,  taking  the  merchant  by  the 
arm,  threw  him  with  his  face  ujion  the  groimd, 
and  lifted  up  his  scimitar  to  cut  ofi"  his  head. 
The  merchant,  all  in  tears,  protested  he 
was  innocent,  bewailed  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  spoke  to  the  genie  in  the  most  mov- 
ing expressions  that  could  be  uttered.  The 
genie,  with  his  scimitar  stUl  lifted  up,  had  so 


much  patience  as  to  hear  the  wretch  make 
an  end  of  his  lamentations,  but  woidd  not  re- 
lent. "All  this  whinmg,"  says  the  monster, 
"is  to  no  jjurpose  ;  though  you  shoidd  shed 
tears  of  blood,  that  shall  not  hinder  me  from 
killing  thee,  as  thou  hast  killed  my  son." 
' '  Why,"  replied  the  merchant,  ' '  can  nothing 
prevail  with  you  ?  Will  you  absolutely  take 
away  the  life  of  a  jioor  innocent?"  "Yes," 
replied  the  genie,  "I  am  resolved  upon  i*." 

As  she  had  spoken  these  words,  per- 
ceiving it  was  day,  and  knowing  that  the 
sultan  rose  betimes  in  the  morning  to  say 
his  prayers  and  hold  his  council,  Schehera- 
zade held  her  peace.  Loi-d  !  sistei-,  says  Di- 
narzade,  what  a  wonderfiU  story  is  this  ! — 
The  remainder  of  it,  says  Scheherazade,  is 
more  surprising  ;  and  you  wUl  be  of  my 
mind,  if  the  sultan  will  let  me  live  this 
day,  and  j^ermit  me  to  tell  it  you  the  next 
night!  Schahriar,  who  had  listened  to 
Scheherazade  with  pleasure,  says  to  him- 
self, 1  win  stay  till  to-mor- 
row, for  I  can  at  any  time 
put  her  to  death,  when  she 
has  made  an  end  of  her  story. 
So,  having  resolved  not  to 
take  away  Scheherazade's  life 
that  day,  he  rose,  and  went 
to  his  prayers,  and  then  called 
his  council. 

AU  this  while  the  grand 
-^  vizier  was  terribly  uneasy. 
■  I  Instead  of  sleeping,  he  spent 
the  night  in  sighs  and  groans, 
bewailing  the  loss  of  his 
daughter,  of  whom  he  be- 
lieved that  he  himself  shoidd 
be  the  executioner.  And  as, 
in  this  melancholy  prosjject, 
he  was  afraid  of  seeing  the 
sultan,  he  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised when  he  sawthe  prince 
enter  the  council  -  chamber 
without  giving  him  the  fatal  orders  he 
expected. 

The  sultan,  according  to  his  custom,  spent 
the  day  in  regulating  his  affairs  ;  and  when 
night  came,  he  went  to  bed  with  Schehera- 
zade. Next  morning,  before  day,  Dinarzade 
failed  not  to  address  herself  to  her  sister 
thus:  My  dear  sister,  if  you  be  not  asleep, 
I  pray  you,  till  daybreak,  which  must  be  in 
a  very  little  time,  to  go  on  with  the  story 
you  began  last  night.  The  sultan,  without 
staying  tUl  Scheherazade  asked  him  leave, 
bade  her  make  an  end  of  the  story  of  the 
genie  and  the  merchant,  for  he  longed  to  hear 
the  issue  of  it.  Upon  which  Scheherazade 
spoke  and  continued  the  story  as  follows  : — ■ 
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The  Second  Night. 
Wirax  the  mercliant  sawtliat  the  genie  was 
going  to  cnt  off  his  head,  he  cried  out  alond, 
and  said  to  him,  "  For  heaven's  sake,  hold 
your  hand  !  Allow  me  one  word  :  be  so 
good  as  to  grant  me  some  respite  ;  allow  me 
but  time  to  bid  my  wife  and  children  adieu, 
and  to  divide  my  estate  among  them  by 
will,  that  they  may  not  go  to  law  with  one 
another  after  my  death  ;  and  when  I  have 
done  so,  I  will  come  back  to  the  same  place, 
and  submit  to  whatever  you  shall  please  to 
order  concerning  me."  "But,  ".says  the  genie, 
"if  I  grant  you  the  time  yoii demand,  I  doubt 
you  will  never  return."  "If  you  will  believe 
my  oath, "  answers  the  merchant,  ' '  I  swear  by 
all  that  is  sacred  that  I  will  come  and  meet 
you  here  without  fail. "  "  What  time  do  you 
demand  then  ?  "  replies  the  genie.  "  T  ask  a 
year,"  says  the  merchant ;  "  I  cannot  have  less 
to  order  my  affairs,  and  to  prepare  myself  to 
die  without  regret.  But  I  promise  you,  that 
this  day  twelvemonth  I  will  return  imder 
those  trees,  to  put  myself  into  your  hands." 
"  Do  yoii  take  heaven  to  be  witness  to  this 
promise  ?  "  says  the  genie.  ' '  I  do, "  answers 
the  merchant,  "and  rejieat  it,  and  yoii  may 
rely  upon  my  oath."  Upon  this,  the  genie 
left  him  near  the  fountain,  and  disappeared. 

The  merchant,  being  recovered  from  his 
fi'ight,  mounted  his  horse,  and  set  forward 
on  his  journey ;  and  as  he  was  glad,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  he  had  escaped  so  great  a 
danger,  so  he  was  mortally  sorry,  on  the 
other,  when  he  thought  on  his  fatal  oath. 
When  he  came  home,  his  wife  and  children 
received  him  with  all  the  demonstrations  of 
perfect  joy  ;  but  he,  instead  of  making  them 
suitable  returns,  fell  to  Aveeping  bitterly  ; 
from  whence  they  readily  conjectured  that 
something  extraordinary  had  befallen  him. 
His  wife  asked  the  reason  of  his  excessive 
grief  and  tears.  ' '  We  are  all  over j  oy ed, "  says 
she,  "  at  your  return,  but  you  frighten  lis  to 
see  you  in  this  condition ;  pray  teU  us  the 
cause  of  your  sorrow. "  ' '  Alas  !  "  replies  the 
husband,  "the  cause  of  it  is,  that  I  have  but 
a  year  to  live  ;"  and  then  he  told  what  had 
passed  between  him  and  the  genie,  and  that 
he  had  given  him  his  oath  to  return  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  to  receive  death  from  his 
hands. 

When  they  had  heard  this  sad  news,  they 
all  began  to  lament  heartily.  His  wife  made 
a  pitiful  outcry,  beat  her  face,  and  tore  her 
hair.  The  children,  all  in  tears,  made  the 
house  resound  with  their  groans:  and  the 
father,  not  being  able  to  overcome  nature, 
mingled  his  tears  with  theirs  ;  so  that,  in  a 
word,  it  was  the  most  affecting  spectacle 
that  any  man  could  behold. 

Next  morning  the  merchant  applied  him- 
self to  put  his  affairs  in  order,  and,  first  of 


all,  to  pay  his  debts.  He  made  presents  to 
his  friends  ;  gave  great  alms  to  the  poor ; 
set  his  slaves  of  both  sexes  at  liberty ; 
divided  his  estate  among  his  children ; 
appointed  guardians  for  such  of  them  as 
were  not  come  of  age  ;  and,  restoring  to  his 
wife  all  that  was  due  to  her  by  contract  of 
marriage,  he  gave  her,  over  and  above,  all 
that  he  could  do  by  law. 

At  last  the  year  expired,  and  go  he  must. 
He  put  his  burial  clothes  in  his  portmanteau ; 
but  never  was  there  such  grief  seen  as  when 
he  came  to  bid  his  wife  and  children  adieu. 
They  could  not  think  of  parting,  but  re- 
solved to  go  and  die  with  him  ;  but  finding 
that  he  must  be  forced  to  part  with  those 
dear  objects,  he  spoke  to  them  thus  :  "My 
dear  wife  and  children,'  says  he,  "I  obey 
the  order  of  Heaven  in  quitting  you ;  follow 
my  example,  submit  courageously  to  this 
necessity,  and  consider  that  it  is  the  destiny 
of  man  to  die."  Having  said  these  words, 
he  went  out  of  the  hearmg  of  the  cries  of 
his  family;  and  taking  his  journey,  arrived 
at  the  place  where  he  promised  to  meet  the 
genie  on  the  day  appointed.  He  alighted, 
and  setting  himself  down  by  the  fountain, 
waited  the  coming  of  the  genie  with  all  the 
sorrow  imaginable.  Whilst  he  languished 
in  this  cruel  expectation,  a  good  old  man, 
leading  a  hind,  appeared,  and  drew  near 
him.  They  saluted  one  another ;  after 
which  the  old  man  says  to  him,  "Brother, 
may  I  ask  you  why  you  are  come  into  this 
desert  7)lace,  where  there  is  nothing  but 
evil  spirits,  and  by  consequence  you  cannot 
be  safe?  To  look  upon  these  fine  trees,  in- 
deed, one  would  think  the  place  inhabited ; 
but  it  is  a  true  Avilderness,  where  it  is  not 
safe  to  stay  long." 

The  merchant  satisfied  his  curiosity,  and 
told  him  the  adventm-e  which  obliged  him 
to  be  there.  The  old  man  listened  to  him 
with  astonishment,  and  when  he  had  done, 
cried  out,  ' '  This  is  the  most  surijrising 
thing  in  the  world ;  and  you  are  bound 
with  the  most  inviolable  oath ;  however,  I 
will  be  witness  of  your  interview  with  the 
genie."  And  sitting  down  by  the  merchant, 
they  talked  together. — But  I  see  day,  sa^'s 
•Scheherazade,  and  must  leave  off ;  yet  the 
best  of  the  story  is  to  come.  The  sultan, 
resolving  to  hear  the  end  of  it,  suffered  her 
to  live  that  day  also. 


The  Third  Night. 

Next  morning,  Dinarzade  made  the  same 
request  to  her  sister  as  formerly :  My  dear 
sister,  says  she,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  tell 
me  one  of  those  pleasant  stories  that  you 
have  read.  But  the  sidtan,  willing  to  un- 
derstand what  followed  between  the  mer- 
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chant  and  the  genie,  bid  her  go  on  with  that, 
which  she  did,  as  follows  : — 

Sir,  while  the  merchant,  and  the  old 
man  Avho  led  the  liind  were  talking,  they 
saw  another  old  man  coming  to  them,  fol- 
lowed by  two  black  dogs.  After  they  had 
saluted  one  another,  he  asked  them  what 
they  did  in  that  place.  The  old  man  with 
the  hind  told  him  the  adventure  of  the  mer- 
chant and  genie,  with  all  that  had  passed 
between  them,  particularly  the  merchant's 
oath.  He  added,  that  it  was  the  day  agreed 
on,  and  that  be  was  resolved  to  stay  and  see 
the  issue. 

The  second  old  man,  thinking  it  also 
worth  his  curiosity,  resolved  to  do  the  like ; 
he  bkewise  sat  down  by  them ;  and  they  bad 
scarce  begun  to  talk  together  but  there 
came  a  third  old  man,  who,  addressing  him- 
self to  the  two  former,  asked  why  the  mer- 
chant that  sat  with  them  looked  so  melan- 
choly. They  told  him  the  reason  of  it, 
which  appeared  so  extraordinary  to  him, 
that  he  also  resolved  to  l)e  witness  to  the 
residt ;  and  for  that  end  sat  dowTi  with  them. 

In  a  little  time,  they  2'>erceived  in  the 
field  a  thick  vapour,  like  a  cloud  of  dust 
raised  by  a  whirlwind,  advancing  towards 
them,  which  vanished  all  of  a  sudden,  and 
then  the  genie  apjieared  ;  who,  without  sa- 
luting them,  came  up  to  the  merchant  with 
a  drawn  scimitar,  and  taking  him  by  the 
arm,  says,  "Get  thee  iip,  that  I  may  kill 
thee,  as  thou  didst  my  son."  The  merchant 
and  the  three  old  men  being  frightened, 
began  to  lament,  and  to  liU  the  air  with 
their  cries. — Here  Scheherazade,  perceiving 
day,  left  off  her  story,  which  did  so  much 
whet  the  sultan's  curiosity,  that  be  was 
absolutely  resolved  to  hear  the  end  of  it, 
and  put  off  the  sidtaness's  execution  till  the 
next  day. 

Nobody  can  express  the  grand  ^^zier's 
joy  when  he  perceived  that  the  sultan  did 
not  order  him  to  kill  Scheherazade  :  his 
family,  the  court,  and  all  the  people  in 
generaJ,  were  astonished  at  it. 


The  Fourth  Night. 

TowAKDS  the  end  of  the  ftdlowing  night, 
Dinarzade  faded  not  to  awaken  the  sidtaness. 
^ly  dear  sister,  says  she,  if  you  be  not 
asleep,  pray  tell  me  one  of  your  tine  stories. 
Then  Scheherazade,  with  the  sidtan's  per- 
mission, spoke  as  follows  : — 

Sir,  when  the  old  man  who  led  the  hind 
saw  the  genie  lay  hold  of  the  merchant,  and 
about  to  kdl  him  -withoiit  mercy,  he  threw 
himseK  at  the  feet  of  the  monster,  and,  kiss- 
ing them,  says  to  him,  "Prince  of  genies,  I 
most  humbly  request  you  to  suspend  your 
anger,  and  do  me  the  favour  to  heap  mc.     1 


win  teU  you  the  history  of  my  life,  and  of 
the  hind  you  see ;  and  if  you  think  it  more 
wonderful  and  surprising  than  the  adven- 
ture of  the  merchant  you  are  going  to  kill, 
I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  poor  imfortunate 
man  the  third  of  his  crime."  The  genie  took 
some  time  to  consult  upon  it,  but  answered 
at  last,  "Well,  then,  I  agree  to  it." 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  FIRST  OLD  MAN  AND 
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I  shall  begin,  then,  says  the  old  man; 
listen  to  me,  I  pray  you,  with  attention. 
This  hind  you  see  is  my  cousin ;  nay,  what 
is  more,  my  wife ;  she  was  only  twelve  year.? 
of  age  when  I  married  her,  so  that  I  may 
justly  say,  she  ought  as  much  to  regard  me 
as  her  father  as  her  kinsman  and  husband. 

We  lived  together  twenty  years,  without 
any  children;  yet  her  barrenness  did  not 
hinder  my  having  a  great  deal  of  complais- 
ance and  friendshii)  for  her.  The  desire  of 
having  children  only  made  me  buy  a  slave, 
by  whom  I  had  a  son,  who  was  extremely 
promising.  My  wi  f e  being  j  ealous,  conceived 
a  hatred  for  both  mother  and  child,  but  con- 
cealed it  so  well,  that  I  did  not  know  it  till 
it  was  too  late. 

Meantime  my  son  grew  up,  and  was  ten 
years  old,  when  I  was  obliged  to  imdertake 
a  journey.  Before  I  went,  I  recommended 
to  my  wife,  of  whom  I  had  no  mistrust,  the 
slave  and  her  son,  and  prayed  her  to  take 
care  of  them  during  my  absence,  which  was 
for  a  whole  year.  She  made  use  of  that 
time  to  satisfy  her  hatred ;  she  a^jphed  her- 
self to  magic,  and  when  she  knew  enough  of 
that  diabolical  art  to  execute  her  horrible 
contrivance,  the  -wretch  carried  my  son  to  a 
desolate  place,  where,  by  her  enchantments, 
she  changed  my  son  into  a  calf,  and  gave 
him  to  my  farmer  to  fatten,  pretending  she 
had  bought  him.  Her  fmy  did  not  stop  at 
this  abominable  action,  but  she  likewise 
changed  the  slave  into  a  cow,  and  gave  her 
also  to  my  farmer. 

At  my  return,  I  asked  for  the  mother  and 
child.  "Your  slave,"  says  she,  "is  dead; 
and  as  for  your  son,  I  know  not  what  has 
become  of  him,  I  have  not  seen  him  these 
two  months."  I  was  troubled  at  the  death 
of  the  slave,  but  my  son  having  only  disaji- 
peared,  as  she  told  me,  I  was  in  hopes  he 
would  retuni  in  a  little  time.  However, 
eight  months  passed,  and  1  heard  nothing  of 
him.  When  the  festival  of  the  great  Bairam 
happened,  to  celebrate  the  same  I  sent  to 
my  farmer  for  one  of  the  fattest  cows  to 
sacrifice,  and  he  sent  me  one  accordingly. 
The  cow  which  he  brought  me  was  my  slave, 
the  unfortunate  mother  of  my  son.  I  tied 
her,  but  as  I  was  going  to  sacrifice  her, 
she  bellowed  pitifully,  and  I  coidd  perceive 
streams  of  tears  run  fpom  her  eyes.     This 
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seemed  to  me  very  extraordinary;  and  find- 
ing myself,  in  sjiite  of  all  I  eoidd  do,  in- 
sjiired  with  pity,  I  could  not  find  in  my 
heart  to  give  her  a  blow,  but  ordered  my 
farmer  to  get  me  another. 

jNIy  wife,  who  was  present,  was  enraged 
at  my  comijassion,  and,  opposing  herself  to 
an  oi'der  which  disappointed  her  malice,  she 
cries  out,  ' '  What  are  you  doing,  husband  ? 
Sacrifice  that  cow:  your  farmer  has  not  a 
finer,  nor  one  fitter  for  that  use."  Out  of 
complaisance  to  my  wife  I  came  again  to  the 
cow,  and  combating  my  compassion,  which 
suspended  the  sacrifice,  was  going  to  give 
her  the  fatal  blow,  when  the  victim,  redoub- 
ling her  tears  and  bellowing,  disarmed  me  a 
second  time.  Then  I  put  the  mallet  into 
the  farmer's  hands,  and  bid  him  take  and 
sacrifice  her  himself,  for  her  tears  and  bel- 
lowing pierced  my  heart. 

The  farmer,  less  compassionate  than  I, 
sacrificed  her;  and  when  he  flayed  her, 
found  her  to  be  nothing  but  bones,  though 
to  us  she  seemed  very  fat.  ' '  Take  her  to 
yourself,"  says  I  to  the  farmer,  "I  quit  her 
to  you ;  give  her  in  alms,  or  which  way  you 
will ;  and  if  you  have  a  very  fat  calf,  bring 
it  me  in  her  stead."  I  did  not  inform  myself 
what  he  did  with  the  cow ;  but,  soon  after 
he  took  her  away,  he  came  with  a  very  fat 
caK.  Though  I  knew  not  the  calf  was  my 
son,  yet  I  could  not  forbear  being  moved  at 
the  sight  of  him.  On  his  part,  as  soon  as 
he  saw  me,  he  made  so  great  an  efiort  to 
come  to  me,  that  he  liroke  his  cord,  thi-ew 
himself  at  my  feet,  with  his  head  against  the 
ground,  as  if  he  meant  to  excite  mj^  compas- 
sion, conjuring  me  not  to  be  so  cruel  as  to 
take  his  life ;  and  did  as  much  as  was  pos- 
sible for  him  to  do  to  signify  that  he  was 
my  son. 

I  was  more  surprised  and  affected  with 
this  action  than  with  the  tears  of  the  cow ; 
I  felt  a  tender  pity,  which  made  me  inte- 
rest myself  for  him,  or,  rather,  nature  did 
its  duty.  "  Go, "  says  I  to  the  farmer,  ' '  carry 
home  that  calf,  take  great  care  of  him,  and 
brmg  me  another  in  his  place  immediately." 

As  soon  as  my  wife  heard  me  say  so,  she 
immediately  cried  out,  ' '  What  do  you  do, 
husband?  Take  my  ad^'ice,  sacrifice  no 
other  calf  but  that."  "Wife,"  says  I,  "I 
will  not  sacrifice  him;  I  will  spare  him,  and 
jiray  do  not  you  oppose  it."  The  wicked 
woman  had  no  regard  to  my  desire;  she 
hated  my  son  too  much  to  consent  that  I 
should  save  him.     I  tied  the  poor  creature, 

and  taking  up  the  fatal  knife Here 

Scheherazade  stojiped,  because  she  perceived 
daylight. 

Then  Dinarzade  said.  Sister,  I  am  en- 
chanted with  this  story,  which  so  agreeably 
calls  for  my  attention. — If  the  svdtan  will 
suffer  me  to  live  to-day,  answers  Sche- 
herazade,   what  1  haA'c  to  tell  to-morrow 


will  divert  you  abundantly  more.  Schah- 
riar,  curious  to  know  what  would  become  of 
the  old  man's  son  that  led  the  hind,  told  the 
sidtaness  he  would  be  very  glad  to  hear  the 
end  of  that  story  next  night. 


The  Fifth  Night. 

WuEiT  day  began  to  draw  near,  Dinarzade 
put  her  sister's  orders  in  execution  very 
exactly,  who,  being  awaked,  prayed  the 
sultan  to  allow  her  to  give  Dinarzade  that 
satisfaction ;  which  the  prince,  who  took  so 
much  pleasure  in  the  story  himself,  willingly 
agreed  to. 

Sir,  then  says  Scheherazade,  the  first  old 
man  who  led  the  hind,  continuing  his  story 
to  the  genie,  to  the  other  two  old  men,  and 
tha  merchant,  proceeded  thus:  — -I  took  the 
knife,  says  he,  and  was  going  to  strike  it 
into  my  son's  throat ;  when  turning  his  eyes, 
bathed  with  tears,  in  a  languishing  manner 
towards  me,  he  affected  me  so  that  I  had 
no  strength  to  sacrifice  him,  but  let  the 
knife  fall,  and  told  my  wife  positively  that 
I  would  have  another  calf  to  sacrifice,  and 
not  that.  She  used  all  endeavours  to  make 
me  change  my  resolution ;  but  I  continued 
firm,  and  pacified  her  a  little,  by  promising 
that  I  would  sacrifice  him  against  the  Bairam 
next  year. 

Next  morning  my  farmer  desired  to  speak 
with  me  alone,  and  told  me,  "I  come,"  says 
he,  "to  tell  you  a  piece  of  news,  for  which 
I  hope  you  will  return  me  thanks.  I  have 
a  daughter  that  has  some  skill  in  magic. 
Yesterday,  as  I  carried  back  the  calf  which 
you  would  not  sacrifice,  I  perceived  she 
laughed  when  she  saw  him,  aud  in  a  mo- 
ment after  fell  a-weeping.  I  asked  her  why 
she  acted  two  such  contrary  parts  at  one 
and  the  same  time.  'Father,'  replies  she, 
'the  calf  you  bring  back  is  our  landlord's 
son :  I  laughed  for  joy  to  see  him  still  alive, 
and  I  wept  at  the  remembrance  of  the  sacri- 
fice that  was  made  the  other  day  of  his 
mother,  who  was  changed  into  a  cow.  These 
two  metamorphoses  were  made  by  the  en- 
chantments of  our  master's  wife,  who  hated 
both  the  mother  and  son.'  This  is  what 
my  daughter  told  me,"  said  the  farmer, 
"and  I  come  to  acqiiaint  you  with  it." 

At  these  words,  the  old  man  adds,  I  leave 
you  to  think,  my  lord  genie,  how  much  I 
was  surprised:  I  went  immediately  to  my 
farmer,  to  speak  with  his  daughter  myself. 
As  soon  as  I  came,  I  went  forthwith  to  the 
stall  where  my  son  was :  he  could  not  an- 
swer my  embraces,  but  received  them  in 
such  a  manner  as  fully  satisfied  me  he  was 
my  son. 

The  farmer's  daughter  came.  "My  good 
maid,"  says  I,  "can  you  restore  my  son  to 
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his  former  shape?"  "Yes,"  says  she,  "I 
can."  "Ah!"  says  I,  "if  j'ou  can,  I  will 
make  you  mistress  of  all  my  fortune."  She 
replied  to  me,  smiling,  "You  are  our  master, 
and  I  know  very  well  what  I  owe  to  you ; 
but  I  cannot  restore  your  son  to  his  for- 
mer shape  but  on  two  conditions  :  the  first 
is,  that  you  give  him  me  for  my  husband; 
and  the  second  is,  that  you  allow  me  to 
punish  the  jierson  who  changed  him  into  a 
calf."  "For  the  first,"  says. I,  "I  agi'ee  to  it 
with  aU  my  heart ;  nay,  I  promise  you  more 
— a  considerable  estate  for  yourself,  inde- 
pendent of  what  I  design  for  my  son :  in  a 
word,  you  shall  see  how  I  will  reward  the 
great  service  I  expect  from  you.  As  to 
what  relates  to  my  wife,  I  also  agree  to  it ; 
a  person  who  has  been  capable  of  commit- 
ting such  a  criminal  action  deserves  very  well 
to  be  punished;  I  leave  her  to  you,  only  I 
must  pray  you  not  to 
take  her  Hfe."  "lam 
just  going,  then,"  an- 
swers she,  "to  treat 
her  as  she  has  treated 
your  son."  "I  agree 
to  it,"  says  I,  "pro- 
vided you  restore  my 
son  to  me  before- 
hand." 

Then  the  damsel 
took  a  vessel  fvdl  of 
water,  pronoimced 
over  it  words  that  I 

did  not  imderstand,  and,  addressing  herself 
to  the  calf,  "0  calf,"  says  she,  "if  thou 
wast  created  by  the  almighty  and  sovereign 
jMaster  of  the  world  such  as  you  appear  at 
this  time,  continue  in  that  form ;  but  if 
thou  be  a  man,  and  art  changed  into  a  calf 
by  enchantment,  return  to  thy  natural  shape, 
by  the  permission  of  the  sovereign  Creator. " 
As  she  spoke  these  words,  she  threw  water 
upon  him,  and  in  an  instant  he  recovered  his 
first  shajje. 

"My  son,  my  dear  son,"  cried  I,  immedi- 
ately embracing  him,  with  such  a  transport 
of  joy  that  1  knew  not  what  I  was  doing :  "it 
is  Heaven  that  has  sent  us  this  young  maid, 
to  take  off  the  horrible  charm  by  which  you 
were  enchanted,  and  to  avenge  the  injury 
done  to  you  and  your  mother.  I  doubt  not 
but,  in  acknowledgment,  you  will  take  your 
deliverer  to  wife,  as  I  have  promised."  He 
consented  to  it  Avith  joy:  but,  before  they 
married,  she  changed  my  wife  into  a  hind ; 
and  this  is  she  whom  you  see  here.  I  de- 
sired she  shotdd  have  this  shape,  rather 
than  another  less  agreeable,  that  we  might 
sec  her  in  the  family  without  horror. 

.Since  that  time,  my  son  is  become  a 
widower,  and  gone  to  travel :  and,  it  being 
several  years  since  I  heard  of  him,  I  am 
come  abroad  to  inquire  after  him  ;  and  not 
being  willing   to  trust   anybody    Avith  my 


wife  tiU  I  should  come  home,  I  thought  fit 
to  carry  her  everywhere  with  me.  This  is 
the  history  of  myself  and  this  hind;  is  it 
not  one  of  the  most  wonderful  and  surpris- 
ing that  can  be?  "I  agree  to  it,"  says  the 
genie,  ' '  and  ujion  that  account  I  forgive  the 
merchant  the  third  of  his  crime." 

When  the  first  old  man,  sir,  (continued 
the  sultaness,)  had  finished  his  story,  the 
second,  who  led  the  two  black  dogs,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  genie,  and  says  to 
him :  "  I  am  going  to  tell  you  what  happened 
to  me  and  these  two  black  dogs  you  see  by 
me,  and  I  am  certain  you  will  say  that  my 
story  is  yet  more  surprising  than  that  which 
you  have  just  now  heard  ;  but  when  I  have 
told  it  you,  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to 
pardon  the  merchant  the  second  third  of  his 
crime."  "Yes,"  replied  the  genie,  "jirovided 
your  story  surpass  that  of  the  hind."  Then 
the  second  old  man 
began  in  this  manner 
But  as  Schehera- 
zade pronounced  these 
words,  she  saw  it  was 
day,  and  left  ofl'  speak- 
ing. 

0  heaven !  sister, 
says  Dinarzade,  these 
adventures  are  very 
singular. — Sister,  re- 
plies the  sidtaness, 
they  are  not  compar- 
able to  those  Mhich  I 
have  to  tell  you  next  night,  if  the  sultan, 
my  lord  and  master,  be  so  good  as  to  let  me 
live.  Schahriar  answered  nothing  to  that ; 
but  rose  up,  said  his  prayers,  and  went  to 
council,  without  giving  any  order  against 
the  life  of  the  charming  Scheherazade. 


The  Sixth  Night. 

The  sixth  night  being  come,  the  sultan  and 
his  lady  went  to  bed.  Dinarzade  awaked 
at  the  usual  hoiu-,  and,  calling  to  the  sultan- 
ess, says.  Dear  sister,  if  you  be  not  asleep, 
I  pray  you,  until  it  be  day,  to  satisfy  my 
curiosity :  I  am  impatient  to  hear  the  story 
of  the  old  man  and  the  two  black  dogs. 
The  sultan  consented  to  it  with  pleasure, 
being  no  less  desirous  to  know  the  story 
than  Dinarzade ;  and  Scheherazade  continued 
it  as  follows : — 


THE  STOKY  OF  THE  SECOND  OLD  MAN  AND  THE 
TWO  BLACK  DOGS. 

Great  prince  of  genies,  says  the  old  man, 
you  must  know  that  we  are  three  brothers, 
I  and  the  two  black  dogs  you  see.  Our 
father,  when  he  died,  left  each  of  us  one 
thousand  setjuins.     With  that  sum  we  all 
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entered  into  the  same  way  of  living,  and 
became  mercliants.  A  little  time  after  we 
had  opened  shop,  my  eldest  brother,  one  of 
these  two  dogs,  resolved  to  travel  and  trade 
in  foreign  countries.  With  this  view,  he 
sold  his  estate,  and  bought  goods  proper  for 
the  trade  he  intended. 

He  went  away,  and  was  absent  a  whole 
year ;  at  the  end  of  which,  a  poor  man,  who 
T  thought  had  come  to  ask  alms,  presented 
himself  before  me  in  my  shop.  I  said  to 
him,  "God  help  you."  "  God  help  3'ou  also," 
answered  he:  "is  it  possible  you  do  not 
know  me?"  Upon  this  I  looked  at  himnar- 
I  rowly,  and  knew  him.  "Ah,  brother,"  cried 
I,  embracing  him,  "  how  could  I  know  you  in 
this  condition?"  I  made  him  come  into  my 
house,  and  asked  him  concerning  his  health 
and  the  success  of  his  travels.  ' '  Do  not  ask 
me  that  question,"  says  he :  "when  you  see 
me,  you  see  aU:  it  would  only  renew  my 
grief  to  tell  you  all  the  jjarticidars  of  the 
misfortunes  that  have  befallen  me,  and  re- 
duced me  to  this  condition,  since  I  left 
you." 

I  immediately  shut  up  my  shop,  and,  car- 
rying him  to  a  bath,  gave  him  the  best 
clothes  I  had  by  me  ;  and,  examining  my 
books,  and  finding  that  I  had  doubled  my 
stock,  that  is  to  say,  that  I  was  worth  two 
thousand  sequins,  I  gave  him  one-half : 
"With  that,"  says  I,  "brother,  you  may 
make  up  your  loss."  He  joyfully  accepted 
the  proifer,  recovered  himself,  and  we  lived 
together  as  before. 

Some  time  after,  my  second  brother,  who 
is  the  other  of  these  two  dogs,  would  also 
seU  his  estate.  I  and  his  other  brother 
did  all  A\'e  coidd  to  divert  him  from  it,  but 
without  effect.  He  sold  it,  and  A^-ith  the 
money  bought  such  goods  as  were  suitable 
to  the  trade  he  designed.  He  joined  a  cara- 
van, and  took  a  journey.  He  returned,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  in  the  same  condition 
as  my  other  brother ;  and  I,  having  gained 
another  thousand  sequins,  gave  him  them, 
with  which  he  furnished  his  shop,  and  con- 
tinued to  follow  his  trade. 

Some  time  after,  one  of  my  brothers  came 
to  me  to  projiose  a  trading  voyage  with 
them.  I  immediately  rej  ected  their  proposal. 
' '  You  have  travelled, "  says  I,  ' '  and  what  have 
you  gained  by  it  ?  Who  can  assm-e  me  that 
I  shall  be  more  successfid  than  you  have 
l)een?"  They  represented  to  me  in  vain  aU 
that  they  thought  fit  to  prevail  ui)on  me  to 
engage  in  that  design  with  them,  for  I  con- 
stantly refused ;  but  they  importuned  me  so 
much,  that,  after  ha%-ing  resisted  their  soli- 
citation five  whole  years,  they  overcame  me 
at  last.  But,  when  we  were  to  make  pre- 
parations for  our  voyage,  and  to  buy  goods 
necessary  to  the  undertaking,  I  found  they 
had  spent  all,  and  that  they  had  not  one 
farthing  left  of  the  thousand  sequins  I  had 


given  each  of  them,  f  did  not,  however, 
upbraid  them  in  the  least.  On  the  contrary, 
my  stock  being  six  thousand  sequins,  I 
shared  the  half  of  it  with  them,  telling  them, 
"My brothers,  we  must  ventxire  these  three 
thousand  sequins,  and  hide  the  rest  in  some 
sure  place ;  that,  in  case  our  voyage  be  no 
more  successful  than  yours  was  formerly, 
we  may  have  wherewith  to  assist  us,  and  to 
follow  our  ancient  way  of  living."  I  gave 
each  of  them  a  thousand  sequins,  and,  keeji- 
ing  as  much  for  myself,  I  buried  the  other 
three  thousand  in  a  corner  of  my  house. 
We  bought  our  goods,  and,  after  havinf  em- 
barked them  on  board  of  a  vessel,  which 
we  freighted  betwixt  us  three,  we  put  to 
sea  with  a  favom-able  wind.     After  a  month's 

sail But  I  see  day,  says  Scheherazade ; 

I  must  stop  here. 

Sister,  says  Dinarzade,  this  story  pro- 
mises a  great  deal ;  I  fancy  the  rest  of  it 
must  be  very  extraordinary.  You  are  not 
mistaken,  says  the  sultaness  ;  aud,  if  the 
sultan  will  allow  me  to  tell  it  you,  I  am 
persuaded  it  will  very  much  divert  you. 
Schahriar  got  up,  as  he  did  the  day  before, 
without  explaining  his  mind,  but  gave  no 
order  to  the  grand  vizier  to  kiU  his  daughter. 


The  Seventh  Night. 

When  the  seventh  night  drew  near  a  close, 
Dinarzade  awaked  the  sultaness,  and  prayed 
her  to  continue  the  story  of  the  second  old 
man.  I  AviU,  answers  Scheherazade,  pro- 
vided the  sultan,  my  lord  and  master,  does 
not  oppose  it. — Not  at  all,  says  Schah- 
riar ;  I  am  so  far  from  opposing  it,  that  I  • 
desire  you  earnestly  to  go  on  with  it. 

To  resume  the  thread  of  the  story,  says 
Scheherazade,  you  must  know  that  the  old 
man  who  led  the  two  dogs  continued  his 
story  to  the  genif:',  the  other  two  old  men, 
and  the  merchant,  thus  : — In  short,  says  he, 
after  two  months'  saU,  we  arrived  hajipily 
at  port,  where  we  landed,  and  had  a  very 
great  vent  for  our  goods.  I,  especially,  sold 
mine  so  well,  that  I  gained  ten  to  one,  and 
we  bought  commodities  of  that  country  to 
transport  and  seU  in  our  own. 

When  we  were  ready  to  embark,  in  order 
to  return,  I  met  ujion  the  bank  of  the  sea 
a  lady,  handsome  enough,  but  poorly  clad. 
She  came  up  to  me  presently,  kissed  my 
hand,  prayed  me  with  the  greatest  earnest- 
ness imaginable  to  maiTy  her,  and  take  her 
along  with  me.  I  made  some  difRcidty  to 
agree  to  it ;  but  she  said  so  many  things  to 
persuade  me  that  I  ought  to  make  no  ob- 
jection to  her  poverty,  and  that  I  should 
have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  be  satis- 
fied with  her  conduct,  that  I  yielded.  I 
ordered  proper  apparel  to  Ije  made  for  her  ; 
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and  after  having  married  her,  riecording  to 
form,  I  took  her  on  board,  and  wo  set  sail. 
During  the  navigation,  I  found  the  wife  I 
liad  taken  had  so  manj-  good  qualities,  that 
I  lovod  her  every  day  more  and  more.  In 
the  meantime,  my  two  brothers,  who  had 
not  managed  their  affairs  so  well  as  I  did 
mine,  envied  my  pi-osperity  ;  and  their  fury 
carried  them  so  far  as  to  conspire  against 
my  life  ;  so  that,  one  night,  when  my  wife 
lavX  I  were  asleep,  they  threw  us  both  into 
the  sea. 

My  wife  was  a  fairy,  and,  by  consequence, 
genie,    you   know  well   she  could   not  be 
drowned  ;  but  for  me,   it  is  certain    I  had 
been  lost  without  her  help.      I  had  scarce 
fallen  into  the  water  when  she  took  me  vip, 
and  carried  me  to  an  island.     When  it  was 
day,  the  fairy  said  to  me,  "  You  see,   hus-   j 
band,  that  by  saving  your  life  I  have  not  re- 
warded yon  ill  for  your  kindness  to  me.   You  I 
must   know    that  I  am   a   fairy,    and  that  | 
being  upon  the  bank  of  the  sea  when  you  | 
were    going   to    embark,    I   found  I  had  a  1 
strong  inclination  for  you  :  T  had  a  mind  to 
try  your  goodness,    and   presented   myself 
before  yon  in  that  disguise  wherein  you  saw  | 
me.     You  have  dealt  very  generously  with  i 
me,  and  I   am  very  glad  to  have  found  an 
opportunity  of   testifying  my  acknowledg- 
ment to  you.     But  I  am  incensed   against 
your  brothers,'  and  nothing  will  satisfy  me 
but  their  lives." 

I  listened  to  this  discoiirse  of  the  fairy 
with  admii-ation ;  I  thanked  her  as  well  as 
I  could  for  the  great  kindness  she  had  done 
me:  but  "Madam,"  says  I,  "as  for  my 
brothers^,  I  beg  yon  to  pardon  them  ;  what- 
ever cause  they  have  given  me,  I  am  not 
cruel  enough  to  desire  their  death."  I  told 
her  the  jjarticxilars  of  what  I  had  done  for 
them,  which  increased  her  indignation  so 
that  she  cried  out,  "I  must  immediately 
pursue  those  imgratefid  traitors,  and  take 
speedy  vengeance  on  them  :  I  will  drown 
their  vessel,  and  throw  them  into  the  bot- 
tom of  the  sea."  "No,  my  good  lady," 
replied  I,  "for  Heaven's  sake,  do  not  so; 
moderate  your  anger ;  consider  that  they 
are  my  brothers,  and  that  we  must  do  good 
for  evil." 

I  pacified  the  fairy  by  these  words ;  and, 
as  soon  as  I  had  spoken  them,  she  trans- 
ported me  in  a  moment  from  the  island 
where  we  were  to  the  roof  of  my  own  house, 
which  was  terraced,  and  disajjpeared  in  a 
moment.  I  went  down,  opened  the  doors, 
and  dug  up  the  three  thousand  sequins  I 
had  hid.  I  went  afterwards  to  the  place 
where  my  shop  was,  which  I  also  opened, 
and  was  comiilimented  by  the  merchants, 
my  neighbours,  upon  my  return.  When 
I  went  to  my  house,  I  perceived  two  black 
dogs,  whicli  came  to  me  in  a  very  submissive 
manner  :  1   knew  not  what  it  meant,  but 


was  much  astonished  at  it.  But  the  fairy, 
who  appeared  immediately,  says  to  me, 
"Husband,  be  not  surprised  to  see  these 
two  black  dogs  by  you  :  they  are  your  two 
brothers."  1  was  troubled  at  these  words, 
and  asked  her  by  what  power  they  were  so 
transformed.  "  It  was  I  who  did  it,"  says 
she;  "at  least  I  gave  commission  to  one  of 
my  sisters  to  do  it,  who  at  the  same  time 
sunk  their  ship.  Y^ou  have  lost  the  goods 
you  had  on  board,  but  I  will  make  it  up  to 
you  another  way.  As  to  your  two  brothers, 
I  have  condemned  them  to  remain  live  years 
in  that  shape  ;  their  periidiousness  too  well 
deserves  such  a  penance."  And,  in  short, 
after  having  told  me  where  I  might  hear  of 
her,  she  disappeared. 

Now,  the  five  years  being  out,  I  am  tra- 
velling in  qiiest  of  her ;  and  as  I  passed 
this  way,  I  met  this  merchant  and  the  good 
old  man  that  led  the  hind,  and  sat  down  by 
them.  This  is  my  history,  0  prince  of 
genies!  do  not  you  think  it  very  extra- 
ordinaiy?  "I  own  it,"  says  the  genie; 
' '  and  upon  that  account,  I  remit  the  mer- 
chant the  second  third  of  the  crime  which 
he  committed  against  me." 

As  soon  as  the  second  old  man  had 
finished  his  story,  the  third  began,  and  made 
the  like  request  of  the  genie  with  the  two 
first ;  that  is  to  say,  to  pardon  the  merchant 
the  other  third  of  his  crime,  provided  the 
story  he  had  to  tell  him  exceeded  the  two  he 
had  already  heard  for  singular  events.  The 
genie  made  him  the  same  promise  as  he  had 
done  the  other  two.    "Hearken,  then,"  says 

the  old  man,  to  him But  day  appears, 

says  Scheherazade  ;  I  must  stop  here. 

I  cannot  enough  admire,  sister,  says 
Dinarzade,  the  adventures  yon  have  told 
me. — I  know  abundance  more,  says  the 
sultaness,  that  are  still  more  wonderful. 
Schahriar,  willing  to  know  if  the  story  of 
the  third  old  man  woidd  be  as  agreeable  as 
that  of  the  second,  put  off'  the  execution  of 
Scheherazade  till  the  next  day. 


The  Eighth  Night. 

As  soon  as  Dinarzade  perceived  it  was  time 
to  call  the  sultaness,  she  says,  Sister,  I 
have  been  awake  a  long  time,  and  had  a 
great  mind  to  awaken  you,  I  am  so  impatient 
to  hear  the  story  of  the  third  old  man. 
The  sultan  answered,  I  can  hardly  think 
that  the  third  story  will  surpass  the  two 
former  ones. 

Sir,  replies  the  sultaness,  the  third  old 
man  told  his  story  to  the  genie  :  I  can- 
not tell  it  to  you,  because  it  has  not  come 
to  my  knowledge  ;  but  I  know  that  it  did 
so  much  exceed  the  two  former  stories  in 
tlie  variety  of  wonderful  adventures,   that 
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the  genie  was  astoiiislietl  at  it,  and  no  sooner 
heard  the  end  of  it,  hut  he  said  to  the  third 
old  man,  ' '  I  remit  the  other  third  i^art  of  the 
merchant's  crime  upon  the  account  of  your 
story.  He  is  very  much  obliged  to  all  three 
of  you  for  having  delivered  him  out  of  this 
danger  by  your  stories,  without  which  he 
had  not  now  been  in  the  world."  And, 
having  spoke  thus  he  disappeared,  to  the 
great  contentment  of  the  company. 

The  merchant  failed  not  to  give  his  thrr'e 
dehverers  the  thanks  he  owed  them.  They 
rejoiced  to  see  him  out  of  danger;  after 
which  they  bade  him  adieii,  and  each  of 
them  went  on  his  way.  The  merchant  re- 
turned to  his  wife  and  children,  and  passed 
the  rest  of  his  days  with  them  in  peace. 
But,  sir,  added  Scheherazade,  how  pleas- 
ant soever  these  stories  may  be  that  I  have 
told  your  majesty  hitherto,  they  do  not 
come  near  that  of  the  fisherman.  Dinar- 
zade,  perceiving  that  the  sultaness  demurred, 
says  to  her.  Sister,  since  there  is  still  some 
time  remaining,  pray  tell  us  the  story  of  the 
fisherman,  if  the  sultan  is  willing.  Schali- 
riar  agreed  to  it  ;  and  Scheherazade,  re- 
suming her  discourse,  jmrsued  it  in  this 
manner : — 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  FISHERMAN. 

Sir,  there  was  a  very  ancient  fisherman, 
so  poor  that  he  could  scarce  earn  enough  to 
maintain  himself,  his  wife,  and  three  chil- 
ilren.  He  went  every  day  to  fish  betimes  in 
a  momiug ;  and  imposed  it  as  a  law  uxion 
himself  not  to  cast  his  nets  above  four  times 
a  day.  He  went  one  morning  by  moon- 
light, and  coming  to  the  seaside,  imdressed 
himself,  and  cast  in  his  nets.  As  he  drew 
tliem  towards  the  shore,  he  found  them  very 
heavy,  and  thought  he  had  a  good  draught 
of  fish,  at  which  he  rejoiced  within  himself; 
but  in  a  moment  after,  perceiving  that,  in- 
stead of  fish,  there  was  nothing  in  his  nets 
but  the  carcass  of  an  ass,  he  was  much  vexed. 
— Scheherazade  stopped  here,  because  she 
saw  it  was  day. 

Sister,  says  Dinarzade,  I  must  confess 
that  the  beginning  of  the  story  charms 
me,  and  I  foresee  that  the  residt  of  it  will 
be  very  agreeable. — There  is  nothmg  more 
surprising  than  the  story  of  this  fisher- 
man, replied  the  sidtauess  ;  and  you  will 
be  convinced  of  it  next  night,  if  the  sultan 
will  be  so  gracioiis  as  to  let  me  live. 
Schahriar,  being  curious  to  hear  the  success 
of  such  an  extraordinary  fishing,  woidd  not 
order  Scheherazade  to  be  jiut  to  death  that 
day. 

♦ 

The  Ninth  Mght. 

My  dear  sister,  cries  Dinarzade  next  morn- 
ing   at  the    usual    hour,    if    you    be    not 


asleeji,  I  pray  you  go  on  with  the  story  of 
the  fisherman;  I  am  ready  to  die  till  I  hear 
it. — I  am  willing  to  give  you  that  satis- 
faction, says  the  sultaness;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  she  demanded  leave  of  the  sul- 
tan, and  having  obtained  it,  began  the  story 
again  as  follows  : — 

Sir,  when  the  fisherman,  vexed  to  have 
made  such  a  sorry  draught,  had  mended  his 
nets,  which  the  carcass  of  the  ass  had  broken 
in  sever.nl  places,  he  threw  them  in  a  second 
time;  and  when  he  drew  them,  found  a  great 
deal  of  resistance,  which  made  him  think 
he  had  taken  abundance  of  fish  ;  but  he 
found  nothing  except  a  basket  full  of  gravel 
and  slime,  which  grieved  him  extremely. 
"0  Fortune  !  "  cries  he,  with  a  lamentable 
tone,  "be  not  angiy  with  me,  nor  persecute 
a  wretch  who  prays  thee  to  spare  him.  I 
came  hither  from  my  house  to  seek  for  my 
livelihood,  and  thou  pronouncest  death 
against  me.  I  have  no  other  trade  but  this 
to  subsist  by  ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  the 
care  T  take,  I  can  scarcely  provide  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  my  family.  But  I 
am  to  blame  to  complain  of  thee  ;  thou 
takest  pleasure  to  perseciite  honest  ijeojjle, 
and  to  leave  great  men  in  obscurity,  while 
thoa  shewest  favour  to  the  wicked,  and  ad- 
vancest  those  who  have  no  virtue  to  recom- 
mend them." 

Having  finished  this  complaint,  he  threw 
away  the  basket  in  a  fret,  and  washing  his 
nets  from  the  slime,  cast  them  the  third 
time ;  and  brought  up  nothing,  except  stone, 
shells,  and  mud.  Nobody  can  express  his 
disorder;  he  was  almost  beside  himself. 
However,  when  day  began  to  appear,  he  did 
not  forget  to  say  his  prayers,  like  a  good 
]\Iussidman,  and  afterwards  added  this  peti- 
tion: "  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  cast  my 
nets  only  fom-  times  a  day  ;  I  have  already 
drawn  them  three  times,  without  the  least 
reward  for  my  labour:  I  am  only  to  cast 
them  once  more ;  I  pray  thee  to  render  the 
sea   favourable   to   me,    as    thou    didst   to 


The  fisherman  having  fimshed  this  prayer, 
cast  his  nets  the  fourth  time ;  and  when  he 
thought  it  was  time,  he  di'ew  them  as  for- 
merly, Avith  great  difficulty;  but  instead  of 
fish,  found  nothing  in  them  but  a  vessel  of 
yellow  copper,  which  by  its  weight  seemed 
to  be  full  of  something ;  and  he  observed 
that  it  was  shut  up  and  sealed  with  lead, 
having  the  impression  of  a  seal  upon  it. 
This  rejoiced  him.  "  I  will  sell  it,"  says  he, 
"to  the  founder,  and  with  the  money  arising 
from  the  produce,  buy  a  measure  of  corn." 
He  examined  the  vessel  on  all  sides,  and 
shook  it,  to  see  if  what  was  within  made 
any  noise,  but  heard  nothing.  This  circum- 
stance, with  the  impression  of  the  seal  upon 
the  leaden  cover,  made  him  think  there  xfoa, 
something  precious  in  it.     To  try  this,  he 
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took  ;i  knife,  iiiul  opened  it  with  veiy  little 
Icabour.  He  presently  turned  the  mouth 
downward,  but  nothing  came  out;  which 
surjjfised  him  extremely.     He  set  it  before 


him,  and  while  he  looked  upon  it  atten- 
tively, there  came  out  a  very  thick  smoke, 
which  obliged  him  to  retire  two  or  three 
paces  from  it. 


The  smoke  ascended  to  tlie  clouds,  and 
extending  itself  along  the  sea  and  upon  the 
sliore,  formed  a  great  mist,  which  we  may 
well  imagine  did  mightily  astonish  the  fish- 
erman. When  the  smoke  w^as  all  out  of  the 
vessel,  it  reunited  itself,  and  became  a  solid 
body,  of  which  there  was  formed  a  genie 
twice  as  high  as  the  greatest  of  giants.  At 
the  sight  of  a  monster  of  such  imsizable 
bulk,  the  fisherman  would  fain  have  fled, 
but  was  so  frightened  that  he  could  not  go 
one  step. 

"  Solomon,"  cried  the  genie  immediately, 
"Solomon,  the  great  prophet,  pardon,  par- 
don. I  will  never  more  oppose  your  will; 
I  will  obey  all  your  commands." 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  broke  off  her 
story.  Upon  which  Dinarzade  said.  Dear 
sister,  nobody  can  keep  their  promise  better 
than  you  have  done  yours.  This  story  is  cer- 
tainly more  surprising  than  all  the  former. — 
Sister,  rephes  the  sultaness,  there  are  more 
wonderful  things  yet  to  come,  if  my  lord  the 
sidtan  will  allow  me  to  tell  them  to  you. 
Schahriar  had  too  great  a  desire  to  hear  out 
the  story  of  tlie  fisherman  to  deprive  him- 
self of  that  ]deasm-e,  and  therefoi-e  i)ut  off 
the  sultauess's  death  another  day. 


The  Tenth  Night. 

Dinarzade  called  her  sister  next  night, 
when  she  thought  it  was  time,  and  prayed 
her  to  continue  the  story  of  the  fisherman ; 
and  the  sidtan  being  also  impatient  to  know 
what  concern  the  genie  had  with  Solomon, 
Scheherazade  continued  her  story  thus : — 

Sir,  the  fisherman,  wi^en  he  heard  these 
words  of  the  genie,  recovered  his  courage, 
and  said  to  him,  "Proud  spirit,  what  is  it 


that  you  say?  It  is  above  eighteen  hun- 
dred years  since  the  proi^het  Solomon  died, 
and  we  are  now  at  the  end  of  time.  Tell 
me  yoiir  history,  and  how  you  came  to  be 
shut  up  in  this  vessel." 

The  genie,  turning  to  the  fisherman,  with 
a  fierce  look,  says,  "  You  must  speak  to  me 
with  more  civility ;  thou  art  very  bold  to 
call  me  a  jiroud  spirit."  "Very  well,"  re- 
plies the  fishennan,  "shaU  I  speak  to  you 
with  more  civihty,  and  call  you  the  owl  of 
good  luck?"  "I  say,"  answers  the  genie, 
"speak  to  me  more  civdly  before  I  kill 
thee."  "Ah !  "  replies  the  fisherman,  "why 
woidd  you  kiU  me  ?  Did  not  I  just  now  set 
you  at  liberty,  and  have  you  already  for- 
gotten it?"  "Yes,  I  remember  it,"  says 
the  genie,  "but  that  shall  not  hinder  me 
from  kdling  thee  :  I  have  only  one  favour  to 
grant  thee."  "And  what  is  that?"  says 
the  fisherman.  "It  is,"  answers  the  genie, 
"to  give  thee  thy  choice,  in  what  manner 
thou  wouldst  have  me  take  thy  life."  "But 
wherein  have  I  offended  you  ? "  replies  the 
fisherman.  "Is  that  your  reward  for  the 
good  services  I  have  done  you ?  "  "I  cannot 
treat  you  otherwise,"  says  the  genie;  "and 
that  you  may  be  convinced  of  it,  hearken  to 
my  story : — 

"  I  am  one  of  those  rebellious  spirits  that 
opposed  the  wiU  of  Heaven  :  all  the  other 
geuies  owned  Solomon,  the  great  prophet,  and 
submitted  to  him.  Sacar  and  I  w"ere  the 
only  genies  that  would  never  be  guilty  of  a 
mean  thing  :  and,  to  avenge  himself,  that 
great  monarch  sent  Asaph,  the  son  of  Barak - 
Ilia,  his  chief  minister,  to  apprehend  me. 
That  was  accordingly  done.  Asajih  seized 
my  person,  and  brought  me  by  force  before 
his  master's  thi-one. 

"  Solomon,  the  sou  of  David,  commanded 
me  to  quit  my  way  of  living,  to  acknowledge 
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his  power,  ami  to  submit  niyself  to  his  com- 
mand ;  I  bravely  refused  to  obey,  and  told 
him  I  would  rather  expose  myself  to  his 
resentment  than  swear  fealty  and  submit  to 
him  as  he  required.  To  punish  me,  he 
shut  me  up  in  this  copper  vessel ;  and  to 
make  sure  of  me  that  I  should  not  break 
prison,  he  himself  stamped  upon  this  leaden 
cover  his  seal,  with  the  great  name  of  God 
engraved  upon  it.  Then  he  gave  the  vessel 
to  one  of  the  genies  who  submitted  to  him, 
with  oi-ders  to  throw  me  into  the  sea,  which 
was  executed,  to  my  sorrow. 

"During  the  fii'st  hundred  years'  imprison- 
ment, I  swore  that  if  any  one  would  deliver 
me  before  the  hundred  years  expired,  I  would 
make  him  rich,  even  after  his  death ;  but 
that  century  ran  out,  and  nobody  did  mo 
that  good  otSce.  During  the  second  I  made 
an  oath  that  I  would  open  all  the  treasures 
of  the  earth  to  any  one  that  should  set  me 
at  liberty ;  but  with  no  better  success.  In 
the  third,  I  promised  to  make  my  deliverer 
a  potent  monarch,  to  be  alM'ays  near  him  in 
spirit,  and  to  grant  him  every  day  three 
requests,  of  what  nature  soever  they  might 
be  ;  but  this  century  ran  out  as  well  as  the 
two  former,  and  I  continued  in  prison.  At 
last,  being  angry,  or  rather  mad,  to  find  my- 
self a  prisoner  so  long,  I  swore,  that  if  after- 
wards any  one  should  deliver  me,  I  would 
kill  him  without  mercy,  and  grant  him  no 
other  favour  but  to  choose  what  kind  of 
death  he  would  die ;  and  therefore,  since  you 
have  delivered  me  to-day,  I  give  you  that 
choice." 

This  discourse  afflicted  the  poor  fisherman 
extremely  :  "1  am  very  imfortunate,"  cries 
he,  "to  come  hither  to  do  such  a  piece  of 
good  service  to  one  that  is  so  ungrateful.  I 
beg  you  to  consider  your  injustice,  and  re- 
voke such  an  unreasonable  oath;  pardon  me, 
and  Heaven  will  pardon  you ;  if  you  grant 
me  my  life.  Heaven  will  protect  you  from 
all  attempts  against  yours."  "No,  thy 
death  is  resolved  on,"  says  the  genie,  "only 
choose  how  you  will  die."  The  fisherman, 
perceiving  the  genie  to  be  resolute,  was  ex- 
tremely grieved,  not  so  much  for  himself,  as 
for  his  three  children;  and  bewailed  the 
misery  they  must  be  reduced  to  by  his 
death.  He  endeavoured  still  to  appease  the 
genie,  and  says,  "Alas!  be  pleased  to  take 
pity  on  me,  in  consideration  of  the  good 
service  I  have  done  you. "  ' '  I  have  told  thee 
already,"  replies  the  genie,  "it  is  for  that 
very  reason  I  must  kill  thee."  "  That  is 
very  strange,"  says  the  fisherman ;  "are  you 
resolved  to  reward  good  with  evil?  The  pro- 
verb says,  '  That  he  who  does  good  to  one 
who  deserves  it  not  is  always  ill  rewarded.' 
I  miist  confess  I  thought  it  was  false  ;  for 
in  effect  there  can  be  nothing  more  contrary 
to  reason,  or  the  laws  of  society.  Never- 
theless, I  find  now  by  cruel  experience  that 


it  is  but  too  true."     "Do  not  lose  time, 
rei^lies  tlie  genie  ;   "all  thy  reasoning  shall 
not    divert    me    from   my    purpose  ;    make 
haste  and  tell  me  which  way  you  choose  to 
die." 

Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention.  The 
fisherman  bethought  himself  of  a  stratagem. 
"Since  I  must  die  then,"  says  he  to  the 
genie,  "  I  submit  to  the  will  of  Heaven;  but 
Ijefore  I  choose  the  manner  of  death,  I  con- 
jure you  by  the  great  name  which  was  en- 
graven upon  the  seal  of  the  prophet  Solomon, 
the  son  of  David,  to  answer  me  truly  the 
question  I  am  going  to  ask  you." 

The  genie  finding  himself  obliged  to  a 
positive  answer  by  this  adjuration,  trembled ; 
and  rei^lied  to  the  fisherman,  "Ask  what 
thou  wilt,  but  make  haste." — Day  appearing, 
Scheherazade  held  her  peace. 

Sister,  says  Dinarzade,  it  must  be  owned 
that  the  more  yoii  speak  the  more  you 
surprise  and  satisfy.  I  hojje  our  lord 
the  sultan  will  not  order  you  to  be  put  to 
death  till  he  hears  out  the  fine  story  of  the 
fisherman.  —  The  sultan  is  absolute,  re- 
plies Scheherazade,  we  must  submit  to  his 
will  in  everything.  But  Schahriar  being 
as  willing  as  Dinarzade  to  hear  an  end  of 
the  story,  did  again  put  oil  the  execution  of 
the  sultaness. 


The  Eleventh  Night. 

SciiAHRTAE,  and  the  princess  his  spouse, 
passed  this  night  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
had  done  the  former ;  and  before  break  of 
day,  Dinarzade  awaked  them  with  these 
words,  addressed  to  the  sultaness :  I  pray 
you,  sister,  to  resume  the  story  of  the  fisher- 
man. —  With  all  my  heart,  said  Sche- 
herazade, I  am  willing  to  satisfy  you,  with 
the  sultan's  permission. 

The  genie,  continued  she,  having  pro- 
mised to  speak  the  truth,  the  fisherman  says 
to  him, — "I  woidd  know  if  you  Avere  actu- 
ally in  this  vessel :  dare  you  swear  it  by  the 
name  of  the  great  God':;"  "Yes,"  replied 
the  genie,  "  I  do  swear  by  that  great  name 
that  I  was,  and  it  is  a  certain  truth."  "  In 
good  faith,"  answered  the  fisherman,  "  I 
cannot  believe  you ;  the  vessel  is  not  capable 
of  holding  one  of  your  feet,  and  how  should 
it  be  possible  that  your  whole  body  coidd  lie 
in  it  ?  "  "I  swear  to  thee,  notwithstanding," 
replied  the  genie,  "  that  I  was  there  just  as 
you  see  me  here.  Is  it  possible  that  thou 
dost  not  believe  me  after  this  great  oath 
that  I  have  taken?"  "Truly,  not  I,"  said 
the  fisherman  ;  "nor  will  I  believe  you,  un- 
less you  shew  it  me." 

Upon  which  the  body  of  the  genie  was 
dissolved,  and  changed  itself  into  smoke,  ex- 
tending itself  as  formerly  upon  the  sea  and 
shore  j  and  then  at  last  being  gathered  to- 
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getlier,  it  began  to  re-enter  the  vessel,  which 
it  continued  to  do  successively  by  a  slow  and 
equal  motion  after  a  smooth  and  exact 
way,  till  nothing  was  left  out  ;  and  imme- 
diately a  voice  came  forth,  Avhicli  said  to 
the  fisherman,  "Well,  now,  incredulous  fel- 
low, T  am  all  in  the  vessel,  do  not  you  be- 
lieve me  now  ?" 

Hie  fisherman,  instead  of  answering  the 
genie,  took  the  cover  of  lead,  and  having 
speedily  shut  the  vessel,  "  Genie,"  cries  he, 
"  now  it  is  your  turn  to  beg  my  favour,  and 
to  choose  which  way  I  shall  put  you  to 
death ;  but  not  so,  it  is  better  that  I  should 
throw  you  into  the  sea,  whence  I  took  you  : 
and  then  I  will  build  a  house  upon  the  bank, 
where  I  will  dwell,  to  givs  notice  to  all 
fishermen  who  come  to  throw  in  their  nets 
to  beware  of  such  a  wicked  genie  as  thou 
art,  who  hast  made  an  oath  to  kiU  him  that 
shall  set  thee  at  liberty." 

The  genie,  enraged  at  these  expressions, 
did  all  he  could  to  get  out  of  the  vessel 
again ;  but  it  Avas  not  possiljle  for  him  to 
do  it ;  for  the  impression  of  Solomon's  seal 
prevented  him.  So  perceiving  that  the 
fisherman  had  got  the  advantage  of  him, 
he  thought  fit  to  dissemble  his  anger. 
"Fisherman,"  said  he,  in  a  pleasant  tone, 
"take  heed  j^ou  do  not  do  Avhat  you  say, 
for  what  I  spoke  to  you  before  was  only  by 
way  of  jest,  and  you  are  to  take  it  no  other- 
wise." "0  genie!"  replies  the  fisherman, 
"thou  who  wast  but  a  moment  ago  the 
greatest  of  all  genie,  and  now  art  the  least 
of  them,  thy  crafty  discoui'se  will  signify 
nothing  to  thee,  but  to  the  sea  thou  shaft 
retiu-n.  If  thou  hast  stayed  there  already  so 
long  as  thou  hast  told  me,  thou  mayst  very 
well  stay  there  till  the  day  of  judgment.  I 
begged  of  thee,  in  God's  name,  not  to  take 
away  my  life,  and  thou  didst  reject  my 
prayers  ;  I  am  obliged  to  treat  thee  in  the 
same  manner." 

The  genie  omitted  nothing  that  could  pre- 
vail upon  the  fisherman.  "  Open  the  vessel," 
says  he,  "  give  nie  my  liberty,  I  pray  thee, 
and  I  promise  to  satisfy  thee  to  thy  own 
content."  "Thou  art  a  mere  traitor,"  re- 
plies the  fisherman;  "I  shoidd  deserve  to 
lose  my  life  if  1  were  such  a  fool  as  to  trust 
thee  ;  thou  wilt  not  fail  to  treat  me  in  the 
same  manner  as  a  certain  Grecian  king 
treated  the  physician  Doubau.  It  is  a  story 
I  have  a  mind  to  tell  thee,  therefore  listen 
to  it," 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  GRECIAN  KING  AND  THE 
PHYSICIAN  DOUBAN. 

There  was  in  the  country  of  Zouman,  in 
Persia,  a  king,  whose  subjects  were  origin- 
ally Greeks.  This  king  was  all  over  leprous, 
and  his  physicians  in  vain  endeavoured  his 
cui-e  :  and  when  they  wex-e  at  their  wits'  end 


what  to  prescribe  to  him,  a  very  able  phy- 
sician, called  Douban,  arrived  at  his  court. 

This  ])hysician  had  learned  his  science  in 
Greek,  Persian,  Turkish,  Arabian,  Latin, 
Syriac,  and  Hebrew  books ;  and  besides  that, 
he  was  an  expert  philosojfher,  and  fully  un- 
derstood the  good  and  bad  qualities  of  all 
sorts  of  plants  and  drugs.  As  soon  as  he 
was  informed  of  the  king's  distemper,  and  un- 
derstood that  his  physicians  had  given  him 
over,  he  clad  himself  in  the  best  habits  he 
could  procure,  and  found  means  to  present 
himself  to  the  king.  "Sir,"  says  he,  "I 
know  that  all  your  majesty's  physicians  have 
not  been  able  to  cure  you  of  the  leprosy  ;  but 
if  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  accept  my 
service,  I  will  engage  myself  to  cure  you 
without  potions  or  external  apjplications. " 

The  king  listened  to  what  he  said,  and  an- 
swered, "If  you  be  able  to  perform  what 
you  do  projKiise,  I  will  enrich  you  and  your 
posterity  :  and  besides  the  presents  1  shall 
make  you,  you  shall  be  my  chief  favourite. 
Do  you  assiure  me,  then,  that  you  will  cure 
me  of  my  leprosy,  without  making  me  take 
any  potion,  or  applying  any  external  medi- 
cine?" "Yes,  sir,"  replies  the  physician  ; 
"  I  promise  myself  success,  through  God's 
assistance,  and  to-morrow  I  will  make  trial 
of  it." 

The  physician  returned  to  his  quarters, 
and  made  a  mallet,  hollow  within,  and  at 
the  handle  he  put  in  his  drugs  :  he  made  also 
a  ball  in  such  a  manner  as  suited  his  purpose, 
with  which,  next  morning,  he  went  to  pre- 
sent himself  before  the  king,  and  falling 
down  at  his  feet  kissed  the  ground. — Here 
Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  acquainted 
the  sidtan  with  it,  and  held  her  peace. 

I  wonder,  sister,  says  Dinarzade,  where 
you  learn  so  many  fine  things. — You  shall 
hear  a  great  many  others  to-morrow,  re- 
plies Scheherazade,  if  the  sultan  my  master 
will  be  pleased  to  prolong  my  life  farther. 
Schahriar,  who  longed  as  much  as  Dinarzade 
to  hear  the  sequel  of  the  story  of  Douban 
the  physician,  ditl  not  order  the  sultaness  to 
be  put  to  death  that  day. 


The  Twelfth  Night. 

The  twelfth  night  was  far  advanced,  Avhen 
Dinarzade  called,  and  says.  Sister,  you 
owe  us  the  continuation  of  the  agreeable 
history  of  the  Grecian  king  and  the  physician 
Douban.  I  am  very  willing  to  pay  my 
debt,  replied  Scheherazade,  and  resumed 
the  story  as  follows  : — 

Sir,  the  fisherman,  speaking  always  to  the 
genie  whom  ho  kept  shut  up  in  the  vessel, 
went  on  thus : — The  physician  Douban  rose 
up,  and,  after  a  profound  reverence,  says  to 
the  king,  he  judged  it  meet  that  his  majesty 
should  take  horse,  and  go  to  the  place  where 
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he  used  to  play  at  mall.  *  The  king  did  so, 
and  when  he  arrived  there,  the  phj'sician 
came  to  him  ^^dth  the  mall,  and  says  to  him, 
"Sir,  exercise  yourself  with  this  mall,  and 
strike  the  ball  with  it  until  you  find  your 
hands  and  your  body  in  a  sweat.  When  the 
medicine  I  have  put  up  in  the  handle  of  the 
mall  is  heated  with  your  hand,  it  will  pene- 
trate your  whole  body  ;  and  as  soon  as  you 
shall  sweat,  you  may  leave  oft"  the  exercise, 
for  then  the  medicine  will  have  had  its  effect. 
As  soon  as  you  are  returned  to  your  palace, 
go  into  the  bath,  and  cause  yourself  to  be 
well  washed  and  rubbed  ;  then  go  to  bed, 
and  when  you  rise  to-morrow  you  will  find 
yoiirself  cured." 

The  king  took  the  mall,  and  struck  the 
ball,  which  was  returned  by  his  officers  that 
played  with  him ;  he  struck  it  again,  and 
played  so  long,  that  his  hand  and  his  whole 
body  were  in  a  sweat,  and  then  the  medicine 
shut  lip  in  the  handle  of  the  mall  had  its 
operation,  as  the  physician  said.  Upon  this, 
the  king  left  off  play,  retiu-ned  to  his  palace, 
entered  the  bath,  and  observed  very  exactly 
what  his  physician  had  prescribed  him. 

He  was  very  well  after  it,  and  next  morn- 
ing when  he  arose  he  perceived,  with 
equal  wonder  and  joy,  that  his  leprosy  was 
cured,  and  his  body  as  clean  as  if  he  had 
never  been  attacked  with  that  distemper. 
As  soon  as  he  was  dressed,  he  came  into  the 
hall  of  audience,  where  he  ascended  his 
throne,  and  bowed  himself  to  his  courtiers, 
who,  eager  to  know  the  success  of  the  new 
medicine,  came  thither  betimes ;  and  when 
they  saw  the  king  perfectly  cured,  did  all 
express  great  joy.  The  physician  Douban 
entered  the  hall,  and  bowed  himself  before 
the  throne,  with  his  face  to  the  ground.  The 
king,  i)erceiviug  him,  called  him,  made  him 
sit  down  by  his  side,  shewed  him  to  the  as- 
sembly, and  gave  him  all  the  commendation 
he  deserved.  His  majesty  did  not  stop  here ; 
but,  as  he  treated  all  his  court  that  day,  he 
made  him  eat  at  his  table  alone  with  him. — 
At  these  words,  Scheherazade,  perceiving 
day,  broke  off  her  story.  Sister,  says 
Dinarzade,  I  know  not  what  the  conclusion 
of  this  story  will  be,  but  I  find  the  begin- 
ning admirable. — That  Avhich  is  to  come 
is  yet  better,  answered  the  sidtaness ;  and 
I  am  certain  you  will  not  deny  it,  if  the 
sultan  gives  me  leave  to  make  an  end  of  it 
to-morrow  night.  Schahriar  consented, 
and  rose  very  well  satisfied  with  what  he 
had  heard. 


The  Thirteenth  Night. 

Dinarzade,  willing  to  keep  the  sidtan  in 
ignorance  of  her  design,  cried  oiit,  as  if  she 
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had  started  out  of  her  sleep:  0  dear  sis- 
ter, I  have  had  a  troublesome  dream,  and 
nothing  will  sooner  make  me  forget  it  than 
the  remainder  of  the  story  of  the  Grecian 
king  and  doctor  Douban.  I  conjure  you  by 
the  love  you  always  bore  me  not  to  defer  it 
a  moment  longer. — I  shall  not  fail,  good 
sister,  to  ease  your  mind  ;  and  if  my  sove- 
reign will  permit  me,  I  will  go  on.  Schah- 
riar, being  charmed  with  the  agreeable  man- 
ner of  Scheherazade's  telling  her  stories,  says 
to  her.  You  wiU  oblige  me  no  less  than 
Dinarzade,  therefore  continue.+ 

The  Grecian  king  (says  the  fisherman  to 
the  genie)  was  not  satisfied  with  having 
admitted  the  physican  Douban  to  his  table, 
but  towards  night,  when  he  was  about  dis- 
missing the  company,  he  caiised  him  to  be 
clad  in  a  long  rich  robe,  like  those  which 
his  favourites  usually  wore  in  his  presence ; 
and  besides  that,  he  ordered  him  two  thou- 
sand sequins.  The  next  day,  and  the  day 
following,  he  continued  his  favour  to  him ; 
in  short,  the  prince,  thinking  that  he  could 
never  enough  acknowledge  the  obligations 
he  lay  under  to  that  able  physician,  bestowed 
every  day  new  favours  upon  him.  But  this 
king  had  a  grand  vizier,  who  was  avarici- 
ous, envious,  and  naturally  capable  of  all 
sort  of  mischief.  He  could  not  see  without 
envy  the  presents  that  were*  given  to  the 
physician,  whose  other  merits  had  abeady 
begiui  to  make  him  jealous,  and  thei-efore  he 
resolved  to  lessen  him  in  the  king's  esteem. 
To  effect  this,  he  went  to  the  king,  and  told 
him  in  private  that  he  had  some  advice  to 
give  him,  which  was  of  the  greatest  concern. 
The  king  having  asked  what  it  was, — "  Sir," 
said  he,  "it  is  very  dangerous  for  a  monarch 
to  put  confidence  in  a  man  whose  fidelity 
he  never  tried.  Though  you  heap  favours 
upon  the  physician  Douban,  and  shew  him 
all  the  familiarity  that  may  be,  j^our  ma- 
jesty does  not  luiow  but  he  may  be  a  traitor, 
and  come  on  purpose  to  this  court  to  kill 
you."  "From  whom  have  you  this,"  an- 
swered the  king,  "that  you  dare  to  tell  it 
me  ?  Consider  to  whom  you  speak,  and 
that  you  advance  a  thing  Avhich  I  shall  not 
easily  believe."  "Sii',"  replied  the  vizier, 
"I  am  very  well  informed  of  what  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  represent  to  your  ma- 
jesty ;  therefore  do  not  let  your  dangerous 
confidence  grow  to  a  farther  height :  if 
your  majesty  be  asleeji,  be  pleased  to 
awake  ;  for  I  once  more  repeat  it,  that  the 
physician  Douban  did  not  leave  the  heart 
of  Greece,  his  native  country,  nor  come 
here  to  settle  himself  at  your  court,  but  to 
execute  that  horrible  design  which  I  have 
just  now  hinted  to  you." 

"No,  no,  vizier,"  replies  the  king;  "I 
am  certain  that  this  man,  whom  you  treat 

t  This  introduction  is  not  in  the  last  French  edition. 
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as  a  villain  and  a  traitor,  is  one  of  the  best 
and  most  virtuous  men  in  the  world,  and 
there  is  no  man  I  love  so  much.  Yon 
know  by  what  medicine,  or  rather  by  what 
miracle,  lie  cured  me  of  my  leprosy  ;  if  he 
had  a  design  upon  my  life,  why  did  he  save 
me  ?  He  needed  only  have  left  me  to  my 
disease ;  I  could  not  have  escaped  it ;  my 
life  was  already  half  gone.  Forbear,  then, 
to  fill  me  with  unjust  suspicions :  instead 
of  listening  to  you,  I  tell  you  that  from 
this  day  forward  I.  will  give  that  great  man 
a  pension  of  a  thousand  sequins  per  month 
for  his  life ;  nay,  though  I  were  to  shai'e 
with  him  all  my  riches  and  dominions,  I 
should  never  pay  him  enough  for  what  he 
has  done  for  me.  I  perceive  it  to  be  his 
virtue  which  raises  your  envy  ;  but  do  not 
think  that  I  will  be  xmjustly  j^ossessed  with 
lirejudice  against  him.  I  remember  too 
well  what  a  vizier  said  to  king  Sinbad,  his 
master,  to  prevent  his  putting  to  death  the 
prince  his  son." — But,  sir,  says  Schehera- 
zade, daylight  appears,  which  forbids  me 
to  go  any  further. 

I  am  very  well  pleased  that  the  Grecian 
king,  says  Dinarzade,  had  so  much  firmness 
of  spirit  to  reject  the  false  acciisation  of 
the  vizier. — If  you  commend  the  firmness  of 
that  prince  to-day,  says  Scheherazade,  you 
will  as  much  condemn  his  weakness  to-mor- 
row, if  the  sidtan  be  pleased  to  allow  me 
time  to  finish  this  story.  The  sultan  being 
curious  to  hear  wherem  the  Grecian  king 
discovered  his  wealmess,  did  further  delay 
the  death  of  the  sidtaness. 


The  Pourteentli  Night. 

An  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade  awaked  her 
sister,  and  says  to  her,  Yoii  will  certainly 
be  as  good  as  your  word,  madam,  and  finish 
the  story  of  the  fisherman  :  to  assist  your 
memory,  I  will  tell  you  where  you  left  off  : 
it  was  where  the  Grecian  king  maintained  the 
innocence  of  his  physician  Douban  against 
his  vizier. — I  remember  it,  says  Schehera- 
zade, and  am  ready  to  give  yoii  satisfaction. 
Sir,  continues  she,  adcb-essing  herself  to 
Schahriar,  what  the  Grecian  king  said  about 
king  Sinbad  raised  the  vizier's  curiosity, 
who  says  to  him,  "  Sir,  I  pray  yoiir  majesty 
to  pardon  me  if  I  have  the  boldness  to  ask 
what  the  vizier  of  king  Sinbad  said  to  his 
master  to  divert  him  from  cutting  off  the 
prince  his  son."  The  Grecian  king  had  the 
complaisance  to  satisfy  him.  ' '  That  vizier, " 
says  he,  "after  having  represented  to  king 
Sinbad  that  he  ought  to  beware  lest,  on  the 
accusation  of  a  mother-in-law,  he  should 
commit  an  action  which  he  might  after- 
wards repent  of,  told  him  this  story : " — 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  HUSBAND  AND  THE 
PAEBOT. 

A  certain  man  had  a  beautiful  wife,  whom 
he  loved  so  dearly,  that  he  could  scarce 
allow  her  to  be  out  of  his  sight.  One  day, 
being  obliged  to  go  abroad  about  urgent 
affairs,  he  came  to  a  place  where  all  sorts 
of  birds   were   sold,   and  there    bought   a 


parrot,  which  not  only  spoke  very  well,  but 
could  also  give  an  account  of  eveiything 
that  was  done  before  it.  He  brought  it  in  a 
cage  to  his  house,  desired  his  wife  to  put  it 
in  his  chamber,  and  to  take  oare  of  it  during 
a  journey  he  was  obliged  to  imdertake ;  and 
then  went  out. 


At  his  return,  he  took  care  to  ask  the 
parrot  concerning  what  had  passed  in  his 
absence,  and  the  bird  told  him  things  that 
gave  him  occasion  to  upbraid  his  wife.  She 
thought  some  of  her  slaves  had  betrayed 
her,  but  all  of  them  swore  they  had  been 
faithful  to  her ;  and  they  all  agreed  that  it 
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miist  have  been  the  parrot  that  had  told 
tales. 

Upon  this,  the  wife  bethought  herself  of  a 
•way  how  she  might  remove  her  husband's 
jealous}',  and  at  the  same  time  revenge  her- 
self on  the  parrot,  which  she  cflected  thus  : 
her  husband  being  gone  another  journey, 
she  commanded  a  slave  in  the  night-time  to 
turn  a  handmdl  under  the  parrot's  cage ; 
she  ordered  another  to  throw  water,  in  form 
of  rain,  over  the  cage  ;  and  a  third  to  take  a 
looking-glass,  and  turn  it  to  the  right  and 
to  the  left  before  the  parrot  by  candle-light. 
The  slaves  spent  great  part  of  the  night  in 
doing  what  their  mistress  commanded  them, 
and  acc^uitted  themselves  very  dexterously. 

Next  night  the  husband  returned,  and 
examined  the  parrot  again  about  ^vhat  had 
passed  durmg  his  absence.  The  bird  an- 
swered, "  Good  master,  the  lightning, 
thunder,  and  rain  did  so  much  disturb  me 
all  night  that  I  cannot  tell  how  much  I 
sufTered  by  it."  The  husband,  who  knew 
that  there  had  been  neither  thunder,  light- 
ning, nor  rain  that  night,  fancied  that  the 
parrot,  not  having  told  him  the  truth  in 
this,  might  also  have  lied  to  him  in  the 
other;  upon  which  he  took  it  out  of  the 
cage,  and  threw  it  vdth  so  much  force  to 
the  ground  that  he  killed  it.  Yet  after- 
wards he  imderstood  by  his  neighbours  that 
the  poor  parrot  had  not  bed  to  him,  when 
it  gave  him  an  account  of  his  wife's  base 
conduct,  which  made  him  rei^ent  he  had 
killed  it. — Scheherazade  stopped  here,  be- 
cause she  saw  it  was  day. 

All  that  you  tell  us,  sister,  says  Dinar- 
zade,  is  so  curious,  that  nothing  can  be 
more  agreeable. — I  shall  be  willing  to  divert 
you,  answers  Scheherazade,  if  the  sultan 
my  master  will  allow  me  time  to  do  it. 
Schahriar,  who  took  as  much  pleasure  to 
hear  the  sultaness  as  Dinarzade,  rose  and 
went  about  his  aS'airs  without  ordering  the 
vizier  to  cut  her  off. 


The  Fifteentli  Night. 

Dinarzade  was  punctual  this  night,  as  she 
had  been  the  former,  to  awaken  her  sister, 
and  begged  of  her,  as  usual,  to  teU  her  a 
story.  I  am  going  to  do  it,  sister,  says 
Scheherazade ;  but  the  sultan  interrupted 
her,  for  fear  she  should  begin  a  new  story, 
and  bid  her  finish  the  discourse  between  the 
Grecian  king  and  his  vizier  about  his  jihy- 
sician  Douban. — Sir,  says  Scheherazade,  I 
wdl  obey  you ;  and  went  on  with  the  story 
as  follows  : — 

When  the  Grecian  king,  (says  the  fisher- 
man to  the  genie,)  had  finished  the  story 
of  the  parrot;  "  and  you,  vizier,"  adds  he, 
"  because  of  the  hatred  you  bear  to   the 


physician  Douban,  who  never  did  you  any 
hurt,  woidd  have  me  cut  him  off;  but  I 
will  take  care  of  that,  for  fear  I  .shoidd 
repent  it,  as  the  husband  did  the  killing  of 
his  parrot." 

The  mischievous  \'izier  was  too  much  con- 
cerned to  effect  the  ruin  of  the  physician 
Douban  to stoj)  here.  "  Sir,"  says  he,  "the 
death  of  the  parrot  was  but  a  trifle,  and,  I 
believe,  his  master  did  not  mourn  for  him 
long  :  but  wh}^  should  your  fear  of  wronging 
an  innocent  man  hinder  you  putting  this 
physician  to  death  ?  Is  it  not  enough  to 
authorise  you  to  take  away  his  life  that  he 
is  accused  of  a  design  against  your  life  ? 
When  the  business  in  question  is  to  secure 
the  life  of  a  king,  bare  susjjicion  ought  to 
pass  for  certainty  ;  and  it  is  better  to  sacri- 
fice the  innocent  than  to  spare  the  guilty. 
But,  sir,  this  is  not  an  uncertainty;  the 
phj'sician  Douban  has  certaiidy  a  mind 
to  assassinate  you.  It  is  not  envy  which 
makes  me  his  enemy ;  it  is  only  my  zeal, 
and  the  concern  I  have  for  jireserving  your 
majesty's  Hfe,  that  makes  me  give  you  my 
advice  in  a  matter  of  this  importance.  If  it 
be  false,  I  deserve  to  be  punished  in  the 
same  manner  as  a  vizier  was  formerly 
punished."  "What  had  the  vizier  done," 
says  the  Grecian  king,  "to  deserve  imnish- 
ment?"  "I  will  inform  your  majesty  of 
that,"  says  the  vizier,  "if  you  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  me," 

THE   STORY    OF  THE   VIZIER   THAT   WAS 
PUNISHED. 

There  was  a  king,  (says  the  vizier,) 
who  had  a  son  that  loved  hunting.  He 
allowed  him  to  divert  himself  that  way  very 
often  ;  but  gave  orders  to  his  grand  vizier  to 
attend  him  constantlj^  and  never  to  lose 
sight  of  him. 

One  hunting-day,  the  huntsman  having 
roused  a  deer,  the  prince,  who  thought  the 
vizier  followed  him,  pursued  the  game  so  far, 
and  with  so  much  earnestness,  that  he  was 
left  quite  alone.  He  stopped,  and  finding 
he  had  lost  his  way,  endeavoured  to  return 
the  same  way  he  came,  to  find  out  the  vizier, 
who  had  not  been  careful  enough  to  follow 
him,  and  so  wandered  farther. 

WhUst  he  rode  up  and  down,  without 
keejiing  any  road,  he  met  by  the  way-side  a 
handsome  lady,  wh(j  wept  bitterly.  He 
stopped  his  horse,  asked  who  she  was,  how 
she  came  to  be  alone  in  that  |»lacc,  and  what 
she  wanted.  "  T  am,"  says  she,  "daughter 
to  an  Indian  king.  As  I  was  taking  the  air 
on  horseback  in  the  country,  I  grew  sleepy, 
foil  from  my  horse,  who  is  run  away,  and  I 
know  not  what  is  become  of  him."  The 
young  i>rince,  taking  comjiassion  on  her, 
asked  her  to  get  up  behind  him,  which  she 
willingly  acccj)tcd. 
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As  they  passed  by  the  ruins  of  ,1  house, 
the  lady  signified  a  desire  to  alight  on  the 
occasion.  The  prince  stopped,  and  suffered 
her  to  alight;  then  he  alighted  hinaself,  and 
went  near  the  ruins  Avitli  his  horse  in  his 
hand.  But  you  may  judge  how  much  he 
was  surprised  when  ho  heard  the  lady 
within  say  these  words:  "Be  glad,  my 
children,  I  bring  you  a  handsome  young 
man,  and  very  fat;"  and  other  voices,  which 
answered  immediately,  ' '  Mamma,  where  is 
he,  that  we  may  eat  him  presently,  for  we 
are  very  hungry  ?" 

The  jirinee  heard  enough  to  convince  him 
of  his  danger,  and  then  he  perceived  that 
the  lady,  who  called  herself  daughter  to  an 
Indian  king,  was  an  ogress,  wife  to  one  of 
those  savage  demons  called  ogres,  who  live 
in  remote  j^laces,  and  make  use  of  a  thou- 
sand wiles  to  surprise  and  devour  passen- 
gers ;  so  that  the  prince,  being  frightened, 
mounted  his  horse  as  soon  as  he  could. 

The  pretended  pi'incess  appeared  that  very 
moment,  and  perceiving  that  she  had  missed 
her  prey,  she  cries,  "  Fear  nothing,  prince  : 
who  are  you?  whom  do  you  seek?"  "I 
have  lost  my  way,"  rejilies  he,  "and  am 
seeking  it."  "  If  you  have  lost  your  way," 
says  she,  "  recommend  yourself  to  God,  He 
will  deliver  you  out  of  your  perplexity." 
Then  the  prince  lifted  up  his  eyes  towards 
heaven. — But,  sir,  says  Scheherazade,  I  am 
obliged  to  break  off,  for  day  apjiears. 

I  long,  says  DJJiarzade,  to  know  what 
became  of  that  young  prince  :  I  tremble  for 
him. — I  will  deliver  you  from  your  un- 
easiness to-morrow,  answers  the  sultaness, 
if  the  sidtan  will  allow  me  to  live  till  then, 
k^chahriar,  willing  to  hear  an  end  of  this  ad- 
venture, i)rolonged  Scheherazade's  life  for 
another  day. 


The  Sixteenth  Night. 

DiNARZADE  had  such  a  desire  to  hear  out 
the  story  of  the  young  prince,  that  she 
awaked  that  night  sooner  than  ordinary,' 
and  said.  Sister,  pray  go  on  with  the  story 
yon  began  yesterday  :  I  am  much  concerned 
for  the  young  prmce,  and  ready  to  die  for 
fear  that  he  was  eaten  iip  by  the  ogress  and 
her  children.  Schahriar  having  signified 
that  he  hail  the  same  fear,  the  sultaness  re- 
])lies,  Well,  sir,  I  will  satisfy  you  imme- 
diately. 

After  the  counterfeit  Indian  princess  had 
bid  the  young  prince  recommend  himself  to 
God,  he  coidd  not  believe  she  spoke  sincerely, 
but  thought  she  was  sure  of  him  ;  and  there- 
fore, lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  said, 
"Almighty  Lord,  cast  Thine  eyes  upon  me, 
and  deliver  me  from  this  enemy."  After 
this  prayer,   the   ogress   entered   the   ruins 


again,  and  the  prince  rode  off  with  all  pos- 
sible haste.  He  happily  found  his  way 
again,  and  arrived  safe  and  sound  at  his 
father's  court,  to  whom  ho  gave  a  particidar 
account  of  the  danger  he  had  been  in  through 
the  vizier's  neglect  :  upon  which  the  king, 
being  incensed  against  the  minister,  ordered 
him  to  be  immediately  strangled. 

"  Sir,"  continued  the  Grecian  king's  vizier, 
"  to  return  to  the  physician  Douban,  if  you 
do  not  take  care,  the  confidence  you  put  in 
him  will  be  fatal  to  you  :  I  am  very  well 
assured  that  he  is  a  spy  sent  by  your  ene- 
mies to  attempt  your  iftajesty's  life.  He  has 
cured  you,  you  wiU  say ;  but,  alas  !  who  can 
assure  you  of  that  ?  He  has,  perhaps,  cured 
you  only  in  appearance,  and  not  radically ; 
who  knows  but  the  medicine  he  has  given 
you  may,  in  time,  have  pernicious  effects  ?  " 

The  Grecian  king,  who  had  naturally  very 
little  sense,  was  not  able  to  discover  the 
wicked  design  of  his  vizier,  nor  had  he  firm- 
ness enough  to  persist  in  his  first  opinion. 
This  discourse  staggered  him.  "Vizier," 
says  he,  "thou  art  in  the  right;  he  may  be 
come  on  purpose  to  take  away  my  life, 
which  he  may  easily  do  by  the  very  smeU  of 
some  of  his  drugs.  We  must  consider  what 
is  fit  for  us  to  do  in  this  case. 

When  the  vizier  found  the  king  in  such  a 
temper  as  he  wished,  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "the 
surest  and  sjoeediest  method  you  can  take  to 
secure  your  life  is  to  send  immediately  for 
the  physician  Douban,  and  order  his  head  to 
be  cut  off  as  soon  as  he  comes."  "In  truth," 
says  the  king,  "I  believe  that  is  the  way 
we  must  take  to  prevent  his  design."  When 
he  had  spoken  thus,  he  called  for  one  of  his 
officers,  and  ordered  him  to  go  for  the  phy- 
sician ;  who,  knowing  nothing  of  the  king's 
design,  came  to  the  palace  in  haste. 

"Know  ye,"  says  the  king,  when  lie  saw 
him,  "why  I  sent  for  you?"  "No,  sir," 
answers  he;  "I  wait  till  your  majesty  be 
pleased  to  inform  me."  "I  sent  for  you," 
replied  the  king,  "  to  rid  myself  of  you  by 
taking  your  life." 

No  man  can  express  the  surprise  of  the 
physician  when  he  heard  the  sentence  of 
death  pronounced  against  him.  "  Sir,"  said 
he,  "  why  would  your  majesty  take  my  life? 
What  crime  have  I  committed  ? "  "I  am  in- 
formed by  good  hands,"  rei)lies  the  king, 
"  that  you  come  to  my  court  only  to  attemjrt 
my  life  ;  but  to  prevent  you,  I  will  be  sure 
of  yours."  "  Give  the  blow,"  says  he  to 
the  executioner,  who  was  present,  "  and 
deliver  me  from  a  perfidious  wretch,  who 
came  hither  on  purpose  to  assassinate  me." 

When  the  physician  heard  this  cruel  order, 
he  readily  judged  that  the  honours  and  pre- 
sents he  had  received  from  the  king  had  pro- 
cured him  enemies,  and  that  the  weak  prince 
was  imjiosed  on.  He  repented  that  he  had 
cured  him  of  his  leprosy ;  but  it  was  now 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


too  late.  "  Is  it  thus, "  replied  tlie  physician, 
' '  that  you  reward  me  for  curing  you  ? "  The 
king  -would  not  hearken  to  him,  hvA,  a  second 
time  ordered  the  executioner  to  strike  the 
fatal  blow.  The  physician  then  had  recourse 
to  his  2>rayers.  "Alas!  sir,"  cries  he,  "jiro- 
long  my  days,  and  God  will  prolong  yours  ; 
do  not  put  me  to  death,  lest  God  treat  you 
in  the  same  manner."  The  fisherman  broke 
off  his  discourse  here,  to  apply  it  to  the 
genie.  "Well,  genie,"  says  he,  "you  see 
what  passed  then  betwixt  the  Grecian  king 
and  his  physician  Douban  is  acted  just  now 
betwixt  us." 

The  Grecian  king,  contimies  he,  in- 
stead of  having  regard  to  the  j)rayers  of  the 
physician,  who  begged  him  for  God's  sake 
to  spare  him,  crueUy  replied  to  him,  ' '  No, 
no  ;  I  must  of  necessity  cut  you  off,  other- 
wise you  may  take  my  life  away  with  as 
much  art  as  you  cured  me."  The  physician 
melted  into  tears,  and  bewailing  himself  for 
being  so  ill  rewarded  by  the  king,  prepared 
for  death.  The  executioner  bound  up  his 
eyes,  tied  his  hands,  and  was  goiug  to  draw 
his  scimitar. 

Then  the  courtiers,  who  were  present,  be- 
ing moved  with  compassion,  begged  the  king 
to  pardon  him,  assuring  his  majesty  that  he 
was  not  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge, 
and  that  they  would  answer  for  his  inno- 
cence ;  but  the  king  was  inflexible,  and  an- 
swered them  so  as  they  dared  not  to  say  any 
more  of  the  matter. 

The  physician,  being  on  his  knees,  his 
eyes  tied  up,  and  ready  to  receive  the  fatal 
blow,  addressed  himself  once  more  to  the 
king.  "  .Sir,"  says  he,  "-.since  your  majesty 
will  not  revoke  the  sentence  of  death,  I  beg 
at  least  that  you  woidd  give  me  leave  to 
return  to  my  house,  to  give  order  about  my 
burial,  to  bid  farewell  to  my  family,  to  give 
alms,  and  to  bequeath  my  books  to  those 
who  are  capable  of  making  good  use  of  them. 
I  have  one  particularly  I  would  present  to 
your  majesty  :  it  is  a  very  precious  book. 


and  worthy  to  be  laid  up  very  carefully  in 
your  treasury."  "Well,"  replies  the  king, 
' '  why  is  that  book  so  precious  as  you  talk 
of  ? "  "  Sir,"  says  the  ph3^sician,  "  because 
it  contains  an  infinite  number  of  curious 
things  ;  of  which  the  chief  is,  that  when 
you  have  cut  ofi"  my  head,  if  your  majesty 
wiU  give  yoiu-self  the  trouble  to  ojien  the 
book  at  the  sixth  leaf,  and  read  the  third 
line  of  the  left  page,  my  head  will  answer 
all  the  questions  you  ask  it."  The  king, 
being  curious  to  see  such  a  wonderful  thing, 
deferred  his  death  till  next  day,  and  sent 
him  home  iinder  a  strong  guard. 

The  physician,  during  that  time,  put  his 
affairs  in  order  :  and  the  rejiort  being  spread 
that  an  imheard-of  prodigy  Avas  to  happen 
after  his  death,  the  viziers,  emirs,  officers  of 
the  guard,  and,  in  a  word,  the  whole  court, 
repaired  next  day  to  the  hall  of  audience, 
that  they  might  be  witnesses  of  it. 

The  physician  Douban  was  soon  brought 
in,  and  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  throne 
with  a  great  book  in  his  hand :  there  he 
called  for  a  basin,  upon  which  he  laid  the 
cover  that  the  book  was  wrajiped  in,  and 
presented  the  book  to  the  king.  "Sir," 
says  he,  ' '  take  that  book,  if  you  please,  and 
as  soon  as  my  head  is  cut  off,  order  that  it 
be  put  into  the  basin  upon  the  cover  of  the 
book ;  as  soon  as  it  is  put  there,  the  blood 
will  stop  :  then  open  the  book,  and  my  head 
will  answer  your  questions.  But,  sir,"  says 
he,  "permit  me  once  more  to  implore  j^our 
majesty's  clemency ;  for  G  od's  sake  grant  my 
request ;  I  protest  to  you  that  I  am  inno- 
cent." "Your  jirayers, "  ansv.-ers  the  king, 
' '  are  in  vain  ;  and,  were  it  for  nothing  but 
to  hear  your  head  sjjcak  after  your  death,  it 
is  my  will  you  should  die."  As  he  said 
this,  he  took  the  book  out  of  the  physician's 
hand,  and  ordered  the  executioner  to  do  his 
duty. 

The  head  was  so  dexterously  cut  ofi",  that 
it  fell  into  the  basin,  and  was  no  sooner  laid 
upon  the  cover  of  the  book,   but  the  blood 


stopped ;  then,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the 
king  and  all  the  spectators,  it  opened  its 
eyes,  and  said,  "Sir,  will  your  majesty  be 
pleased  to  open  tlie  bookr*  The  king 
opened  it,  and  finding  that  one  leaf  was  as 


it  were  glued  to  another,  that  he  might  turn 
it  with  the  more  ease,  he  put  his  finger  to 
his  mouth,  and  wet  it  with  spittle.  He  did 
so  tdl  he  came  to  the  sixth  leaf,  and  finding 
no  writing  on  the  place  where  he  -was  bid  to 
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look  for  it,  "Physician,"  says  he  to  the 
heail,  "there  is  nothing  written."  "Turn 
over  some  more  leaves,"  replies  the  head. 
The  king  contimied  to  turn  over,  putting 
always  his  finger  to  his  month,  imtil  the 
poison,  with  which  each  leaf  was  imbiicd, 
coming  to  have  its  effect,  the  prince  finding 
himself  all  of  a  sudden  taken  with  an  extra- 
ordinary fit,  his  eyesight  failed,  and  he  fell 
down  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  in  violent 
convulsions. — At  these  words,  Scheherazade, 
perceiving  day,  gave  the  sultan  notice  of  it, 
and  forbore  speaking.  Ah,  dear  sister, 
says  Dinarzade,  how  grieved  am  I  that 
you  have  not  time  to  finish  the  story  !  I 
should  be  inconsolable  if  you  lose  your 
life  to-day. — Sister,  replies  the  siUtaness, 
that  must  be  as  the  sidtan  pleases  ;  but  I 
hope  he  will  be  so  good  as  to  suspend  my 
death  till  to-morrow.  And,  accordingly, 
Schahi'iar,  far  from  ordering  her  death  that 
day,  expected  the  next  night  with  much 
impatience ;  so  earnest  was  he  to  hear  out 
the  story  of  the  Grecian  king,  and  the  sequel 
of  the  fisherman  and  the  genie. 


The  Seventeenth  Night. 

THOUGn  Dinarzade  was  very  curious  to  hear 
the  rest  of  the  story  of  the  Grecian  king, 
she  did  not  awake  that  night  so  soon  as 
usual,  so  that  it  was  almost  day  before  she 
called  upon  the  sidtaness;  and  then  she 
said :  I  pray  you,  sister,  to  continue  the  won- 
derful story  of  the  Grecian  king  ;  but  make 
haste,  I  beseech  you,  for  it  will  speedily  be 
day. 

Scheherazade  resumed  the  story  where  she 
left  oft'  the  day  before.  Sir,  says  she  to 
the  sultan,  when  the  physician  Douban,  or 
rather  his  head,  saw  that  the  poison  had 
taken  cfl'ect,  and  that  the  king  had  but  a 
few  moments  to  live;  "Tyrant,"  it  cried, 
' '  now  you  sec  how  princes  are  treated  who, 
abusing  their  authority,  cut  ofi"  innocent 
men  :  God  inmishes  soon  or  late  their  injus- 
tice and  cruelty."  Scarce  had  the  head 
spoke  these  words,  when  the  king  fell  do-\vn 
dead,  and  the  head  itself  lost  what  life  it 
had. 

Sir,  continues  Scheherazade,  siich  was 
the  end  of  the  Grecian  king  and  the  phy- 
sician Douban.  I  must  return  now  to  the 
story  of  the  fisherman  and  the  genie ;  but  it 
is  not  worth  while  to  begin  it  now,  for  it  is 
day.  The  sultan,  who  always  observed  his 
hours  regidarly,  could  stay  no  longer,  but 
got  up ;  and  wishing  to  hear  the  sequel  of 
the  story  of  the  genie  and  the  fisherman,  he 
bid  the  sultaness  jjrepare  to  teU  it  him  next 
night. 


The  Eighteenth  Night. 

Dinarzade  made  amends  this  night  for  the 
last  night's  neglect ;  she  awaked  a  long  time 
before  daj"^,  and  calling  upon  Scheherazade, 
Sister,  says  she,  if  you  be  not  asleep, 
pray  give  lis  the  rest  of  the  story  of  the 
fisherman  and  the  genie ;  you  know  the  sid- 
tan desires  to  hear  it  as  well  as  I. 

I  shall  soon  satisfy  his  curiosity  and 
yoiirs,  answers  the  sultaness;  and  then,  ad- 
dressing herself  to  Schahriar,  Sir,  continued 
she,  as  soon  as  the  fisherman  had  con- 
cluded the  history  of  the  Greek  king  and 
his  physician  Douban,  he  made  the  appli- 
cation to  the  genie,  whom  he  still  kept  shut 
up  in  the  vessel.  ' '  If  the  Grecian  king, "  saj'S 
he,  "  would  have  suffered  the  physician  to 
live,  God  woiild  also  have  suffered  him  to 
live;  but  he  rejected  his  most  humble  pray- 
ers, and  it  is  the  same  with  thee,  0  genie ! 
Could  I  have  prevailed  with  thee  to  grant 
me  the  favoiu-  I  demanded,  I  shoidd  now 
have  had  pity  upon  thee;  but  since,  not- 
withstanding the  extreme  obligation  thou 
wast  under  to  me  for  having  set  thee  at 
liberty,  thou  didst  persist  in  thy  design  to 
kill  me,  I  am  obliged,  in  my  turn,  to  be  as 
hard-hearted  to  thee." 

"  My  good  friend,  fisherman,"  replies  the 
genie,  "  I  conjure  thee  once  more  not  to  be 
guilty  of  such  cnielty :  consider,  that  it  is 
not  good  to  avenge  one's  seK;  and  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  commendable  to  do 
good  for  evil;  do  not  treat  me  as  Imama 
treated  Ateca  formerly."  "And  what  did 
Imama  to  Ateca?"  replies  the  fisherman. 
"  Ho  ! "  says  the  genie,  "  if  you  have  a  mind 
to  know  it,  open  the  vessel :  do  you  think 
that  I  can  be  in  a  humoiu-  to  tell  stories  in 
so  strait  a  prison  ?  I  will  tell  you  as  many 
as  you  please  when  you  let  me  out."  "  No," 
says  the  fisherman,  "  I  wUl  not  let  thee  out ; 
it  is  in  vain  to  talk  of  it;  I  am  just  going  to 
throw  yoii  into  the  bottom  of  the  sea." 
"  Hear  me  one  word  more,"  cries  the  genie ; 
"I  promise  to  do  thee  no  hiu't;  nay,  far 
from  that,  I  will  shew  thee  a  way  how  thou 
mayest  become  exceeding  rich." 

The  hope  of  delivering  himself  from  po- 
verty prevailed  with  the  fishennan.  "  I 
could  listen  to  thee,"  says  he,  "  were  there 
any  credit  to  be  given  to  thy  word ;  swear 
to  me  by  the  great  name  of  God  that  you 
will  faithfully  ^jcrform  what  you  promise, 
and  I  wUl  open  the  vessel.  I  do  not  believe 
you  will  dare  to  break  such  an  oath." 

The  genie  swore  to  him,  and  the  fisherman 
immediately  took  off  the  covering  of  the 
vessel.  At  that  very  instant  the  smoke 
came  oiit,  and  the  genie  having  resumed  his 
form  as  before,  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to 
kick  the  vessel  into  the  sea.  This  action 
frightened  the  fisherman.      "Genie,"  says 
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he,  "what  is  the  meaning  of  that?  Will 
not  you  keep  the  oath  you  just  now  made? 
And  must  I  say  to  you,  as  the  physician 
Douban  said  to  the  Grecian  king,  Suffer  me 
to  live,  and  God  -nnll  prolong  your  days." 

The  genie  laughed  at  the  tisherman's  fear, 
and  answered,  "No,  fisherman,  be  not  afraid ; 
I  only  did  it  to  divert  myself,  and  to  see  if 
thou  woiildst  be  alarmed  at  it ;  but  to  per- 
suade thee  that  I  am  in  earnest,  take  thy 
nets  and  follow  me."  As  he  spoke  these 
words,  he  walked  before  the  fisherman,  who, 
having  taken  up  his  nets,  followed  him,  but 
with  some  distrust.  They  passed  by  the 
toMTi,  and  came  to  the  top  of  a  mountain, 
from  whence  they  descended  into  a  vast 
jilain,  which  brought  them  to  a  great  pond 
that  lay  betwixt  four  hills. 

When  they  came  to  the  side  of  the  pond, 
the  genie  says  to  the  fisherman,  "  Cast  in  thy 
nets,  and  catch  fish. "  The  fisherman  did  not 
douljt  to  catch  some,  because  he  saw  a  great 
number  in  the  pond ;  but  he  was  extremely 
surprised  when  he  found  they  were  of  four 
colours — that  is  to  say,  white,  red,  blue,  and 
yellow.  He  thre-n-  in  his  nets,  and  brought 
out  one  of  each  colour.  Having  never  seen 
the  like,  he  could  not  l>ut  admire  them ;  and, 
judging  that  he  might  get  a  considerable 
Bum  for  them,  he  was  very  joyful.  "Carry 
those  fish,"  says  the  genie  to  him,  "and 
present  them  to  thy  sidtan :  he  will  give  you 
more  money  for  them  than  ever  you  had  in 
your  life.  You  may  come  every  day  to  fish 
in  this  pond ;  and  I  give  thee  warning  not 
to  throw  in  thy  nets  above  once  a  daj%  other- 
wise you  will  repent  it.  Take  heed,  and  re- 
member my  advice ;  if  you  follow  it  exactly, 
you  will  find  your  account  in  it."  Having 
spoke  thus,  he  struck  his  foot  upon  the 
ground,  which  opened,  and  shut  again,  after 
it  had  swallowed  up  the  genie. 

The  fisherman,  being  resolved  to  follow 
the  genie's  advice  exactly,  forbore  casting  in 
his  nets  a  second  time ;  and  returned  to  the 
town  very  well  satisfied  with  his  fish,  and 
making  a  thousand  reflections  upon  his  ad- 
venture. He  went  straight  to  the  sultan's 
l^alace  to  present  him  his  fish. — But,  sir, 
says  Scheherazade,  I  perceive  d.ay,  and  must 
stop  here. 

Dear  sister,  says  Dinarzade,  how  surpris- 
ing are  the  last  events  you  have  told  us ! 
I  can  hariUy  beUeve  that  anything  you 
have  to  say  can  be  more  surprising. — Sister, 
replies  the  sultaness,  if  the  sultan  my  mas- 
ter will  let  me  live  till  to-morrow,  I  am 
persuaded  you  avUI  find  the  sequel  of  the 
history  of  the  fisherman  more  wonderfid 
than  the  beginning  of  it,  and  incomi)araljly 
more  diverting.  Schahriar,  being  curious 
to  know  if  the  remainder  of  the  story  of  the 
fisherman  would  Ijc  such  as  the  sultaness 
said,  jiut  off  the  execution  of  the  cruel  law 
once  more. 


\.mS^. 


The  Nineteenth  Night. 

Towards  morning,  Dinarzade  called  the 
sultaness,  and  said,  Dear  sister,  my  pen- 
dulum tells  me 
it  will  be  day 
speedily,  there- 
fore pray  con- 
tinue the  history 
of  the  fisherman ; 
T  am  extremely 
impatient  to 
know  what  the 
issue  of  it  was. 
Scheherezade, 
having  demanded 
leave  of  Schah- 
riar, resumed  her 
discourse  as  fol- 
lows :  —  Sir,  I 
leave  it  to  your 
majesty  to  think 
how  much  the 
sidtan  was  sur- 
prised when  lie 
saw  the  four 
fishes  which  the 
fisherman  presented  him.  He  took  them  up 
one  after  another,  and  viewed  them  with 
attention ;  and  after  having  admired  them  a 
long  time,  "Take  those  fishes,"  says  he  to 
his  first  vizier,  "  and  carry  them  to  the 
handsome  cook-maid  that  the  emperor  of  the 
Greeks  has  sent  me.  I  cannot  imagine  but 
they  must  be  as  good  as  they  are  fine." 

The  vizier  carried  them  himself  to  the 
cook,  and,  delivering  them  into  her  hands, 
"  Look  ye,"  says  he,  "  there  are  four  fishes 
newly  brought  to  the  sultan ;  he  orders  you 
to  dress  them."  And  having  said  so,  he  re- 
turned to  the  sultan  his  master,  who  ordered 
him  to  give  the  fisherman  four  hundred  pieces 
of  gold  of  the  coin  of  that  countrj',  which  he 
did  accordingly. 

The  fisherman,  who  had  never  seen  so 
much  cash  in  his  lifetime,  coidd  scarce  be- 
lieve his  own  good  fortune,  but  thought  it 
must  be  a  dream,  until  he  found  it  to  be 
real,  when  he  i)ro\'ided  necessaries  for  his 
family  A^th  it. 

But,  sir,  says  Scheherazade,  having  told 
you  what  happened  to  the  fisherman,  I 
must  ac(juaint  you  next  with  what  befell  the 
sultan's  cook-maid,  whom  we  shall  find  in 
great  perplexity.  As.soon  as  she  had  gutted 
the  fishes,  she  put  them  upon  the  fire  in  a 
frying-pan,  with  oil;  and  when  she  thought 
them  fried  enough  on  one  side,  she  turned 
them  ujion  the  other ;  but,  oh,  monstrous  X'ro- 
digy  !  scarce  were  they  turned,  when  the 
wall  of  the  kitchen  ojjened,  and  in  came  a 
young  lady  of  wonderful  beauty  ana  comely 
size.  She  was  clad  in  flowered  satin,  after 
the  Egyptian  manner,  Avith  pendants  in  her 
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ears,  a  necklace  of  large  pearls,  and  brace- 
lets of  gold  garnislied  with  rubies,  witli  a 
rod  of  myrtle  in  her  hand.  She  came  to- 
wards the  frying-pan,  to  the  great  amaze- 
ment of  the  cook-maid,  who  continued  im- 
movable at  the  sight,  and,  striking  one  of 
the  fisheswiththeendof  the  rod,  says,  "Fish, 
fish,  art  thou  in  thy  duty  ?"  The  fish  having 
answered  nothing,  she  repeated  these  words, 
and  then  the  four  fishes  lifted  nj)  their  heads 
all  together,  and  said  to  her,  "  Yes,  yes ;  if 
yoxi  reckon,  we  reckon;  if  you  pay  your 
debts,  we  pay  ours;  if  you  fly,  we  over- 
come, and  are  content."  As  soon  as  they 
had  finished  these  words,  the  lady  over- 
turned the  frying-pan,  and  entered  again 
into  the  open  part  of  the  wall,  which 
shut  immediately,  and  became  as  it  was 
before. 

The  cook-maid  was  mightily  frightened  at 
this,  and  coming  a  little  to  herself,  went  to 
take  up  the  fishes  that  fell  upon  the  hearth, 
but  foiind  them  blacker  than  coal,  and  not 
fit  to  be  carried  to  the  sidtan.  She  was 
grievously  troubled  at  it,  and  fell  to  weep- 
ing most  bitterly.  ' '  Alas  ! "  says  she,  ' '  what 
will  become  of  me  ?  If  I  tell  the  sultan  what 
I  have  seen,  T  am  sure  he  will  not  believe 
me,  but  will  be  enraged  against  me." 

While  she  was  thus  bewailing  herself,  in 
came  the  grand  vizier,  and  asked  her  if  the 
fishes  were  ready  ?  She  told  him  all  that 
had  happened,  which  we  may  easily  ima- 
gine astonished  him  ;  but,  without  speaking 
a  word  of  it  to  the  sultan,  he  invented  an 
excuse  that  satisfied  him,  and  sending  im- 
mediately for  the  fisherman,  bid  him  bring 
four  more  such  fish,  for  a  misfortune  had  be- 
fallen the  others,  that  they  were  not  fit  to  be 
carried  to  the  sidtan.  The  fisherman,  with- 
out saying  anything  of  what  the  genie  had 
told  him,  in  order  to  excuse  himself  from 
bringing  them  that  very  day,  told  the  vizier 
he  had  a  great  way  to  go  for  them,  but 
woidd  certainly  bring  them  to-morrow. 

Accordingly  the  fisherman  went  away  by 
night,  and,  coming  to  the  pond,  threw  in  his 
nets  betimes  next  morning,  took  four  such 
fishes  as  the  former,  and  brought  thena  to 
the  \'izier  at  the  hour  appointed.  The  minis- 
ter took  them  himself,  carried  them  to  the 
kitchen,  and  shutting  himself  up  all  alone 
with  the  cook-maid,  she  gutted  them,  and 
put  them  on  the  fire,  as  she  had  done  the 
four  others  the  day  before  ;  when  they  were 
fried  on  one  side,  and  she  had  tiu-ned  them 
upon  the  other,  the  kitchen  wall  oj^ened,  and 
the  same  lady  came  in  with  the  rod  in  her 
hand,  struck  one  of  the  fishes,  spoke  to  it  as 
before,  and  all  four  gave  her  the  same  an- 
swer.— ^But,  sir,  says  Scheherazade,  day 
appears,  which  obliges  me  to  break  oft". 
\Vhat  I  have  told  you  is  indeed  very  singu- 
lar, but  if  I  be  alive  tij-morrow,  I  will  tell 
you  other  things,  which  are  yet  better  worth 


your  hearing.  Schahriar,  conceiving  that 
tiie  sequel  must  be  very  curious,  resolved  to 
hear  her  next  niirht. 


The  Twentieth  Night. 

Next  morning  the  sultan  prevented  Dinar- 
zade,  and  said  to  Scheherazade,  Madam, 
I  pray  you  make  an  end  of  the  story 
of  the  fisherman,  I  am  impatient  to  hear 
it ;  upon  which  the  sidtaness  continued  it 
thus  : — 

Sir,  after  the  four  fishes  had  answered  the 
young  lady,  she  overtiirned  the  frying-pan 
with  her  rod,  and  retired  into  the  same  place 
of  the  wall  from  whence  she  came  out.  The 
grand  vizier  being  witness  to  what  had 
passed,  "This  is  too  surprising  and  extraor- 
dinary," says  he,  "to  be  concealed  from  the 
sultan ;  I  will  inform  him  of  this  jjrodigy  ;" 
which  he  did  accordingly,  and  gave  him  a 
very  faithful  account  of  all  that  had  hap- 
pened. 

The  sultan,  being  much  surprised,  was 
im^jatient  to  see  this  himself.  He  sent  im- 
mediately for  the  fisherman,  and  says  to  him, 
"Friend,  cannot  you  bring  me  four  more 
such  fishes  ?"  The  fisherman  replied,  "  If 
your  majesty  will  be  jdeased  to  allow  me 
three  days'  time,  I  will  do  it.  Having  ob- 
tained his  time,  he  went  to  the  })ond  imme- 
diately ;  and  at  the  first  tlurowing  in  of  his  net 
he  caught  four  such  fishes,  and  brought  them 
presently  to  the  sultan,  who  was  so  much 
the  more  rejoiced  at  it,  as  he  did  not  expect 
them  so  soon ;  and  ordered  him  other  four 
hundred  pieces  of  gold.  As  soon  as  the 
sidtan  had  the  fish,  he  ordered  them  to  be 
carried  into  the  closet,  with  all  that  was  ne- 
cessary for  frying  them  ;  and,  having  shut 
himself  up  there  with  the  vizier,  the  minister 
gutted  them,  put  them  in  the  pan  upon  the 
fire,  and  when  they  were  fried  on  one  side, 
turned  them  upon  the  other.  Then  the  wall 
of  the  closet  opened ;  but  instead  of  the  young 
lady,  there  came  out  a  black,  in  the  habit 
of  a  slave,  and  of  a  gigantic  stature,  with  a 
great  green  baton  in  his  hand.  He  advanced 
towards  the  pan,  and,  touching  one  of  the 
fishes  with  his  baton,  said  to  it,  with  a  ter- 
rible voice,  "Fish,  art  thou  in  thy  duty?" 
At  these  words,  the  fishes  raised  up  their 
heads,  and  answered,  "  Yes,  yes,  we  are  ;  if 
you  reckon,  we  reckon  ;  if  you  pay  your 
debts,  we  pay  ours  ;  if  you  fly,  we  over- 
come, and  are  content." 

The  fishes  had  no  sooner  finished  these 
words,  but  the  black  threw  the  pan  into  the 
middle  of  the  closet,  and  reduced  the  fishes 
to  a  coal.  Having  done  this,  he  retired 
fiercely,  and  entering  again  uito  the  hole  of 
the  wall,  it  shut,  and  appeared  just  as  it  did 
before, 
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"After  what  I  Lave  seeu,"  says  the  sultan 
to  the  vizier,  "  it  wiE  uot  be  possible  for  me 
to  be  easy  in  uiy  mind.  These  fish,  •without 
doubt,  signify  something  extraordinary,  in 
which  I  have  a  mind  to  be  satisfied."  He 
sent  for  the  fisherman,  and  when  he  came, 
said  to  him,  "  Fisherman,  the  fishes  you 
have  brought  us  make  me  very  uneasy ;  where 
did  you  catch  them  ?"  "  Sir,"  answers  he, 
"  I  fished  for  them  in  a  pond  situated  be- 
twixt fom-  hills,  beyond  the  mountain  that 
we  see  from  hence."  "  Knowest  thou  not 
that  pond?"  says  the  sultan  to  the  vizier. 
"No,  sir,"  replies  the  vizier,  "I  never  so 
much  as  heard  of  it ;  and  yet  it  is  not  sixty 
years  since  I  hunted  beyond  that  mountain 
and  thereabouts."  The  sultan  asked  the 
fishei-mau  how  far  the  jiond  might  be  from 
the  palace  ?  The  fisherman  ansvvered,  "  It 
was  not  above  three  hours'  journey."  Ui^on 
this  assurance,  and  there  being  day  enough 
beforehand,  the  sultan  commanded  aU  his 
court  to  take  horse,  and  the  fisherman  served 
them  for  a  guide.  They  all  ascended  the 
mountain,  and  at  the  foot  of  it  they  saw,  to 
tlieir  great  surprise,  a  vast  jilain  that  nobody 
had  observed  till  then ;  and  at  last  they 
came  to  the  pond,  which  they  found  actually 
to  be  situated  betwixt  four  hills,  as  the 
fisherman  had  said.  The  water  of  it  was  so 
transjiarent,  that  they  observed  all  the  fishes 
to  l)e  like  those  which  the  fisherman  had 
brought  to  the  palace. 

The  sultan  stayed  upon  the  bank  of  the 
pond,  and,  after  beholding  the  fishes  with 
admiration,  he  demanded  of  his  emirs  and 
all  his  courtiers  if  it  was'  possible  they  had 
never  seen  this  pond,  which  was  within  so 
little  a  way  of  the  town.  They  all  answered 
that  they  had  never  so  much  as  heard  of 
it. 

"Since  you  all  agree,"  says  he,  "that 
you  never  heard  of  it,  and  as  I  am  no  less 
astonished  than  you  are  at  this  novelty,  I 
am  resolved  not  to  return  to  my  jjalace  till 
I  know  how  this  pond  came  here,  and  why 
aU  the  fish  in  it  ai-e  of  four-  colours,"  Hav- 
ing spoke  thus,  he  ordered  his  court  to  en- 
camj) ;  and  immediately  his  i)avilion,  and 
the  tents  of  his  household,  were  planted 
upon  the  banks  of  the  pond. 

When  niglit  came,  the  sultan  retired  under 
his  pavilion,  and  sjjoke  to  the  grand  vizier 
by  himself  thus  : — "  Vizier,  mymmd  is  very 
uneasy :  this  jiond  transported  liither,  the 
black  that  appeared  to  us  in  my  closet,  and 
the  fishes  that  we  heard  speak,  all  this  does 
so  much  excite  my  curiosity,  that  I  cannot 
resist  tlie  impatient  desire  which  I  have  to 
be  satisfied  in  it.  To  this  end,  I  am  re- 
solved to  withdraw  alone  from  the  camp, 
and  I  order  you  to  keep  my  aljsence  secret ; 
stay  in  my  pavilion,  and  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, wlien  the  emirs  and  courtiers  come  to 
attend  my  levee,  send  them  away,  and  tell 


them  that  I  am  somewhat  indisposed,  and 
have  a  mind  to  be  alone  ;  and  the  following 
day  tell  them  the  same  thing,  till  I  retm-n." 

The  grand  vizier  said  several  things  to 
divert  the  sidtan  from  this  design :  he  repre- 
sented to  him  the  danger  to  which  he  might 
be  exposed,  and  that  all  his  labour  might 
perhaps  be  in  vain ;  but  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pose, the  sultan  was  resolved  on  it,  and 
would  go.  He  put  on  a  suit  fit  for  walking, 
and  took  his  scimitar ;  and  as  soon  as  he 
saw  that  all  was  quiet  in  the  camp,  he  went 
out  alone,  and  went  over  one  of  the  hills 
without  much  difficulty.  He  found  the  de- 
scent still  more  easy,  and  when  he  came  to 
the  plain,  walked  on  till  the  sun  arose,  and 
then  he  saw  before  him,  at  a  considerable 
distance,  a  great  building.  He  rejoiced  at 
the  sight,  in  hopes  to  be  informed  there  of 
what  he  wanted  to  know.  When  he  came 
near,  he  found  it  was  a  magnificent  palace, 
or  rather  a  very  strong  castle,  of  fine  black 
polished  marble,  and  covered  with  fine  steel, 
as  smooth  as  a  looking-glass.  Being  highly 
pleased  that  he  had  so  speedily  met  with 
something  worthy  his  curiosity,  he  stopped 
before  the  front  of  the  castle,  and  considered 
it  with  attention. 

He  afterwards  came  up  to  the  gate,  which 
had  two  leaves,  one  of  them  open ;  though 
he  might  have  entered  when  he  woidd,  yet 
he  thought  it  best  to  knock.  He  knocked, 
at  first  softly,  and  waited  for  some  time  : 
seeing  nobody,  and  supposing  they  had  not 
heard  him,  he  knocked  harder  the  second 
time,  but  neither  seeing  nor  hearing  any- 
body, he  knocked  again  and  again,  but 
nobody  appearing,  it  surjjrised  him  ex- 
tremely ;  for  he  coidd  not  think  that  a  castle 
in  so  good  rejjair  was  without  inhabitants. 
' '  If  there  be  nobody  in  it, "  says  he  to  himself, 
"I  have  nothing  to  fear ;  and  if  there  be,  I 
have  wherewith  to  defend  myself." 

At  last  he  entered,  and  when  he  came 
within  the  porch,  he  cried,  "  Is  there  no- 
body here  to  receive  a  stranger,  who  comes 
in  for  some  refreshment  as  he  passes  by  ? " 
He  repeated  the  same  two  or  three  times ; 
but  though  he  spoke  very  high,  nobody 
answered.  The  silence  increased  his  aston- 
ishment :  he  came  into  a  very  spacious 
court,  and  looking  on  every  side,  to  see  if  he 
could  perceive  anybody,  he  saw  no  living 
thing. — But,  sir,  says  Scheherazade,  day 
apiJears,  and  I  must  stop. 

Ah  !  sister,  says  Dinarzade,  you  break 
off  at  the  very  best  of  the  story. — It  is 
true,  answered  the  sultaness ;  but,  sister, 
you  see,  I  am  forced  to  do  so.  If  my  lord 
the  sidtan  pleases,  you  may  hear  the  rest 
to-morrow.  Schahriar  agreed  to  this,  not 
so  much  to  please  Dinarzade,  as  to  satisfy 
his  own  curiosity,  being  impatient  to  know 
what  adveutm-e  the  prince  met  with  in  the 
castle. 


THE  FISHERMAN  AND  THE  GENIE. 


The  Twenty-First  Night. 

DiXAEZADE,  to  make  ameuds  for  lier  neglect 
the  niglit  before,  never  closed  her  eyes,  and 
■when  slie  tliought  it  was  time  awaked  the 
sultaness,  saying  to  her,  My  dear  sister, 
pray  give  ns  an  account  of  what  happened 
in  the  line  castle  where  you  left  us  yesterday. 

■Scheherazade  forthwith  resumed  her  story, 
and  addi-essiug  herseK  to  Schahriar,  said.  Sir, 
the  sultan  perceiving  nobody  in  the  court, 
entered  the  great  halls,  which  were  hung 
with  silk  tapestry,  the  alcoves,  and  sofas 
were  covered  with  stuffs  of  Mecca,  and  the 
porches  with  the  richest  stuifs  of  India, 
mixed  with  gold  .and  silver.  He  came  after- 
wards into  an  admirable  saloon,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  which  there  was  a  great  fountain, 
with  a  lion  of  massy  gold  at  each  corner  : 
water  issued  from  the  mouths  of  the  four 
lions,  and  this  water,  as  it  fell,  formed  dia- 
monds and  pearls,  that  very  well  answered 
a,  jet  of  water,  which,  springing  from  the 
middle  of  the  foimtain,  rose  as  high  almost 
as  the  bottom  of  a  cupola  painted  after  the 
Arabian  manner. 

The  castle,  on  three  sides,  was  encom- 
passed by  a  garden,  with  flower-pot^,  water- 
Avorks,  groves,  and  a  thousand  other  fine 
things  concurring  to  embellish  it ;  and  to 
complete  the  beauty  of  the  place,  an  infinite 
number  of  birds  filled  the  air  -with  their  har- 
monious notes,  and  always  stayed  there,  nets 
being  spread  over  the  trees,  and  fastened  to 
the  palace  to  keep  them  in.  The  sultan 
Malked  a  long  time  from  apartment  to  apart- 
ment, where  he  found  everjiihing  very  grand 
and  magnificent.  Being  tired  with  walking, 
he  sat  down  m.  an  open  closet,  which  had  a 
view  over  the  garden,  and  there  reflecting 
njjon  what  he  had  already  seen,  and  then 
saw,  all  of  a  sudden  he  heard  the  voice  of 
one  complaining,  accompanied  with  lament- 
able cries.  He  listened  with  attention,  and 
heard  distinctly  these  sad  words  :  "0  For- 
tune !  thou  who  wouldest  not  sufi'er  me 
longer  to  enjoy  a  happy  lot,  and  hast  made 
me  the  most  imfortunate  man  in  the  world, 
forbear  to  persecute  me,  and  by  a  speedy 
death  put  an  end  to  my  sorrows.  Alas  !  is 
it  possible  that  I  am  still  alive,  after  so 
many  torments  as  I  have  suffered  ?" 

The  sultan  being  affected  with  these  piti- 
ful complaints,  rose  up,  and  made  toward 
the  place  where  he  heard  the  voice  ;  and 
when  he  came  to  the  gate  of  a  great  hall,  he 
opened  it,  and  saw  a  handsome  young  man 
richly  habited,  set  upon  a  throne  raised  a 
little  above  the  ground.  Melancholy  was 
])ainted  on  his  looks.  The  sultan  drew  near, 
and  saluted  him  ;  the  young  man  returned 
him  his  salute,  by  a  low  bow  with  his  head ; 
but  not  being  able  to  rise  up,  he  said  to  the 
3idtan,   "  My  lord,  I  am  very  well  satisfied 


that  you  deserve  I  should  rise  uj)  to  receive 
you,  and  do  you  all  possible  honour;  but  I 
am  hindered  from  doing  so,  by  a  very  sad 
reason,  and  therefore  hope  you  will  not  take 
it  ill."  "My  lord,"  replies  the  sultau,  "I 
am  very  much  obliged  tw  you  for  having  so 
good  an  opinion  of  me  :  as  to  the  reason  of 
your  not  rising,  whatever  your  apology  be,  T 
heartily  accept  it.  Being  drawn  hither  hy 
your  complaints,  and  afflicted  by  your  grief, 
I  come  to  offer  you  my  help  ;  would  to  God 
that  it  lay  in  my  power  to  ease  you  of  your 
trouble  ;  I  would  do  my  utmost  to  effect  it. 
I  flatter  myself  that  you  would  willingly  tell 
me  the  history  of  your  misfortunes  ;  but 
pray  tell  me  first  the  meaning  of  the  pond 
near  the  palace,  where  the  fishes  are  of  four 
colours?  what  this  castle  is?  how  you  came 
to  be  here  ?  and  why  you  are  alone  ?" 

Instead  of  answering  these  questions,  the 
young  man  began  to  weep  bitterly.  "  How 
inconstant  is  Fortune!"  cried  he:  "she 
takes  pleasui-e  to  puU  down  those  she  had 
raised  up.  Where  are  they  who  enjoy 
qiuetly  the  happiness  which  they  hold  of 
her,  and  whose  day  is  always  clear  and 
serene  ?" 

The  sultan,  moved  with  compassion  to  see 
him  in  that  condition,  prayed  him  forthwith 
to  tell  him  the  cause  of  his  excessive  grief. 
"Alas!  my  lord,"  replies  the  young  man, 
"how  is  it  possible  but  I  shovdd  grieve, 
and  my  eyes  be  inexhaustible  fountains  of 
tears?"  At  these  words,  lifting  up  his 
gown,  he  shewed  the  sultan  that  he  was  a 
man  only  from  the  head  to  the  girdle,  and 
that  the  other  half  of  his  body  was  black 
mai-ble. — Here  Scheherazade  broke  off,  and 
told  the  sultan  that  day  appeared. 

Schahriar  was  so  much  charmed  with  the 
story,  and  became  so  much  in  love  with 
Scheherazade,  that  he  resolved  to  let  her 
live  a  month.  He  rose,  however,  as  usual, 
without  acquainting  her  with  his  resolution. 


The  Twenty-Second  Night. 

DiNAEZADEwas  SO  impatient  to  hear  out  the 
story,  that  she  called  her  sister  next  morn- 
ing sooner  than  usual,  and  said  to  hei', 
Sister,  pray  continue  the  wonderful  story 
you  began,  but  could  not  make  an  end  of, 
yesterday  morning. — T  agree  to  it,  replies 
the  sultaness  ;  hearken  then. 

You  may  easily  imagine,  continued  she, 
that  the  sultan  was  strangely  sm-prised 
when  he  saw  the  deplorable  condition  of  the 
young  man.  "  That  which  you  shew  me," 
says  he,  "while  it  fills  me  with  horror,  ex- 
cites my  curiosity,  so  that  I  am  impatient  to 
hear  your  history,  which,  no  doubt,  is  very 
extraordinary,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
pond  and  the  fishes  make  some  part  of  it ; 
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therefore  I  conjure  you  to  tell  it  me.  You 
will  find  some  comfort  in  it,  since  it  is  cer- 
tain that  unfortunate  people  will  find  some 
Bort  of  ease  in  telling  their  misfortunes."  "I 
will  not  refuse  you  this  satisfaction,"  re- 
plies the  young  man,  "though  I  cannot  do 
it  without  renewing  my  grief.  Biit  I  give 
you  notice  beforehand  to  jirepare  your  ears, 
your  mind,  and  even  your  eyes,  for  things 
Avhich  surpass  aU  that  the  most  extraordi- 
nary imagination  can  conceive." 

THE   niSTOEY     OF    THE   YOUXG    KING   OF   THE 
BLACK    ISLES. 

You  must  know,  my  lord,  (continued  he,) 
that  my  father,  who  was  called  Mahmoud, 
was  king  of  this  country.  This  is  the  king- 
dom of  the  Black  Isles,  which  takes  its  name 
from  the  four  little  neighbouring  mountains ; 
for  those  mountains  were  formerly  isles  :  the 
capital,  Avhere  the  king  my  father  had  his 
residence,  was  where  that  pond  you  now  see 
is.  The  se(juel  of  my  history  will  inform 
you  of  all  those  changes. 

The  king  my  father  died  when  he  was 
seventy  years  of  age  :  I  had  no  sooner  suc- 
ceeded him,  but  I  married,  and  the  lady  I 
chose  to  share  the  royal  dignity  with  me 
was  my  cousin.  I  had  all  the  reason  ima- 
ginable to  be  satisfied  in  her  love  to  me  ; 
and,  for  my  part,  I  had  so  much  tenderness 
for  her,  that  nothing  was  comparable  to  the 
good  understanding  betwixt  us,  which  lasted 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  T  per- 
ceived the  queen,  my  cousin,  had  no  more 
delight  in  me. 

One  day,  while  she  was  at  the  bath,  I 
found  myself  inclined  to  sleep  after  dinner, 
and  lay  down  upon  a  sofa.  Two  of  her 
ladies,  who  were  then  in  my  chamber,  came 
and  sat  down,  one  at  my  head,  and  the  other 
at  my  feet,  with  fans  in  their  hands  to  mo- 
derate the  heat,  and  to  hinder  the  flies  from 
troubling  me  in  my  sleej).  They  thought  I 
was  fast,  and  spoke  very  low ;  but  I  only 
shut  my  eyes,  and  heard  every  word  they 
said. 

One  of  them  says  to  the  other,  "  Is  not 
the  queen  much  in  the  wrong,  not  to  love 
such  an  amiable  prince  as  this?"  "  Cer- 
taiidy,"  replies  the  other  ;  "  for  my  part,  I 
do  not  understand  it ;  and  I  know  not  why 
she  goes  out  every  night,  and  leaves  him 
alone  !  Is  it  possible  that  he  does  not  per- 
ceive it?"  "Alas!"  says  the  first,  "how 
woidd  you  have  him  perceive  it  ?  She 
mixes  every  evening  in  his  drink  the  juice 
of  a  certain  herb,  which  makes  him  sleej)  so 
sound  all  night,  that  she  has  time  to  go 
where  she  pleases  ;  and  as  day  begins  to 
appear,  she  comes  and  lies  down  by  him 
again,  and  wakes  him  by  the  smell  of  some- 
thing she  puts  under  his  nose." 

You  may  guess,  my  lord,  how  much  I  was 


surin-ised  at  this  conversation,  and  with 
what  sentiments  it  inspired  me  ;  yet,  what- 
ever emotion  it  excited  in  me,  I  had  command 
enough  over  myself  to  dissemble,  and  feigned 
to  awake  without  having  heard  one  word  of 
it. 

The  queen  returned  from  the  bath,  we 
supped  together,  and  before  we  went  to  bed, 
she  with  her  own  hand  presented  me  with  a 
cup  full  of  such  water  as  I  was  accustomed 
to  drink ;  but  instead  of  putting  it  into  my 
mouth,  I  went  to  a  wdndow  that  was  open, 
and  threw  out  the  water  so  quickly,  that 
she  did  not  perceive  it,  and  I  put  the  cup 
again  into  her  hands,  to  persuade  her  that  I 
had  drank  it. 

We  went  to  l)ed  together,  and  soon  after, 
believing  that  I  w  as  asleej),  though  I  was 
not,  she  got  up  with  so  little  precaution 
that  she  said  so  loud  that  I  could  hear  it 
distinctly,  "Sleep,  and  may  you  never  wake 
again  ! "  She  dressed  herself  speedily,  and 
went  out  of  the  chamber. — As  Scheherazade 
spoke  these  words,  she  saw  day  appear,  and 
stopped. 

Dinarzade  had  heard  her  sister  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure,  and  Schahriar  thought 
the  history  of  the  king  of  the  Black  Isles  so 
worthy  of  his  curiosity  that  he  rose  up  full 
of  impatience  for  the  lest  of  it. 


The  Twenty-Third  Night. 

An  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade,  being  awake, 
failed  not  to  call  upon  the  sidtaness,  and 
said.  Pray,  dear  sister,  go  on  with  the 
history  of  the  young  king  of  the  four  Black 
Islands.  Scheherazade,  calling  to  mind 
where  she  had  left  off,  resumed  the  story 
thus : — 

As  soon  as  the  queen  my  wife  went  out, 
continued  the  king  of  the  Black  Islands,  I 
got  up,  dressed  me  in  haste,  took  my  scimi- 
tai-,  and  followed  her  so  quick,  that  I  soon 
heard  the  sound  of  her  feet  before  me,  and 
then  walked  softly  after  her,  for  fear  of 
being  heard.  She  passed  through  several 
gates,  which  opened  upon  her  jji-onouncing 
some  magical  words ;  and  the  last  she  opened 
was  that  of  the  garden,  which  she  entered. 
I  stopped  at  that  gate,  that  she  might  not 
perceive  me  as  she  crossed  a  ])lat,  and  look- 
ing after  her  as  far  as  the  darkness  of  the 
night  permitted,  I  perceived  that  she  entered 
a  little  wood,  whose  walks  were  guarded  by 
thick  palisades.  I  went  thither  hy  another 
way,  and  slipping  behind  the  palisades  of 
a  long  walk,  I  saw  her  walking  there  with 
a  man. 

I  was  very  attentive  to  their  discourse, 
and  heard  her  say  thus  to  her  gallant :  "  I  do 
not  deserve  to  be  ui)braided  by  you  for  want 
of  diligence ;  you  know  very  weU  what  hin- 
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ders  me  ;  but  if  all  the  tokens  of  love  that 
1  have  already  givcu  you  he  not  enough,  1 
am  ready  to  give  you  greater  :  you  need  but 
command  me,  you  know  my  power.  I  will, 
if  ycu  desire  it,  before  sunrising,  change 
this  great  city  and  this  line  palace  into 
frightful  ruins,  which  shall  be  inhabited  by 
nothing  but  wolves,  owls,  and  ravens.  If 
you  wish  me  to  transport  aU  the  stones  of 
those  walls  so  solidly  built  beyond  Mount 
Caucasus,  and  out  of  the  bounds  of  the 
habitable  world,  speak  but  the  word,  and  all 
those  2>laces  shall  undergo  a  change." 

As  the  oueeii  finished  these  words,  her 
gallant  and  she  came  to  the  end  of  the  walk, 
turned  to  enter  another,  and  passed  befoi-c 
me.  1  had  already  ilrawn  my  scimitar,  and 
her  gallant  being  next  me,  I  struck  him  in 
the  neck,  and  made  him  fall  to  the  ground. 
I  thought  I  had  killed  him,  and  therefore 
retired  speedily,  without  making  myself 
known  to  the  queen,  whom  I  chose  to  spare, 
because  she  was  my  kinswoman. 


The  blow  I  had  given  her  gallant  was 
mortal;  but  she  preserved  his  life  by  the 
force  of  her  enchantments ;  in  such  a  man- 
ner, however,  that  he  coidd  not  be  said  to  be 
either  dead  or  alive.  As  I  crossed  the  gar- 
den to  return  to  the  palace,  I  heard  "the 
queen  cry  out  lamentably  ;  and  judging  by 
that  how  much  she  was  grieved,  °I  was 
pleased  that  I  had  spared  her  life. 

When  I  returned  to  her  apartment,  I 
went  to  1)ed,  and  being  satisfied  with  having 
punished  the  villam  that  did  me  the  injury^ 
I  went  to  sleep ;  and  when  I  awaked  next 
morning,  found  the  queen  lying  by  me. — 


Scheherazade  was  obHged  to  stop  here,  be- 
cause she  saw  day. 

O  heaven!  sister,  says  Dinarzade,  how 
it  troubles  me  that  you  can  say  no  more. 
— Sister,  replies  the  sultaness,  you  ought 
to  have  awaked  me  more  early ;  it  is  your 
fault. — I  will  make  amends  next  night, 
replies  Dinarzade,  for  I.  doubt  not  but  "the 
sultan  will  be  as  wiUing  to  hear  out  the 
story  as  I  am  ;  and  I  hope  he  wdl  be  so  good 
as  to  let  you  live  one  day  more. 


The  Twenty-Fourth  Night. 

Dinarzade  was  actually  as  good  as  her 
word.  She  called  the  sxdtaness  very  early, 
saying.  Dear  sister,  if  you  be  not  asleep, 
pray  finish  the  agreeajjle  history  of  the  king 
of  the  Black  Isles  ;  1  am  ready  to  die  with 
impatience  to  know  how  he  came  to  be 
changed  into  marble. — You  shall  hear  it, 
replies  Scheherazade,  if  the  sultan  will  give 
me  leave. 

I  found  the  queen  lying  by  me,  (says  the 
king  of  the  Black  Islands  :)  I  cannot  tell 
you  whether  she  slept  or  not ;  but  I  got  up 
without  making  any  noise,  and  went  to  my 
closet,  where  I  made  an  end  of  dressing  my- 
self. I  afterwards  went  and  held  my  council, 
and  at  my  return  the  queen,  clad  in  mourn- 
ing, her  hair  hanging  about  her  eyes,  and 
part  of  it  torn  off,  presented  herself  before 
me,  and  said  :  "  Sir,  I  come  to  beg  yoxu- 
majesty  not  to  be  siu'iirised  to  see  me  in 
this  condition ;  three  afflicting  pieces  of 
news  I  have  just  now  received  all  at  once 
are  the  cause  of  my  heavy  grief,  of  which 
the  tokens  you  see  are  but  very  faint  ex- 
pressions." "Alas!  what  is  that  news, 
madam  ? "  said  I.  "  The  death  of  the  queen 
my  dear  mother," answered  she;  "thatof  the 
king  my  father,  kdled  in  battle;  and  that  of 
one  of  my  brothers,  who  is  also  fallen  down 
a  precipice." 

I  was  not  dl -pleased  that  she  made  use 
of  this  iiretext  to  hide  the  true  cause  of  her 
grief,  and  I  thought  she  had  not  suspected 
me  of  having  killed  her  gallant.  "Madam,"' 
says  I,  "I  am  so  far  from  blaming  your 
grief,  that  I  assure  you  I  take  my  share  in 
it.  I  should  very  much  wonder  if  you  were 
insensible  of  so  great  a  loss :  mourn  on ; 
your  tears  are  so  many  j^roofs  of  yoiu*  good 
natiu-e ;  I  hope,  however,  that  time  and 
reason  will  moderate  your  grief." 

She  retired  uito  her  apartment,  where, 
giving  herself  wholly  up  to  sorrow,  she 
spent  a  whole  year  in  moiu-ning  and  afflict- 
ing herself.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  she 
begged  leave  of  me  to  build  a  burying-place 
for  herself,  within  the  bounds  of  the  palace, 
where  she  woidd  continue,  she  told  me,  to 
the  end  of  her  days  :  I  agreed  to  it,  and  ah« 
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biiilt  a  stately  palace,  with  a  cupola,  that 
may  be  seen  from  hence,  and  she  called  it 
the  Palace  of  Teara.  ^Vhen  it  was  finished, 
she  caused  her  gallant  to  be  brought  thither 
from  the  place  whither  she  had  caused  him 
to  be  carried  the  same  night  that  I  wounded 
him :  she  had  hindered  his  dying  by  a 
drink  she  gave  him,  and  carried  to  him  her- 
self every  day  after  he  came  to  the  Palace 
of  Tears. 

Yet,  with  all  her  enchantments,  she  could 
not  cure  the  wretch ;  he  was  not  only  un- 
able to  walk  and  to  help  himself,  but  had 
also  lost  the  iise  of  his  speech,  and  gave  no 
sign  of  life,  but  by  his  looks.  Though  the 
queen  had  no  other  consolation  but  to  see 
him,  and  to  say  to  him  all  that  her  foolish 
jiassion  could  inspire,  yet  eveiy  day  she 
made  him  two  long  visits.  I  was  very  well 
informed  of  all  this,  but  protended  to  know 
nothing  of  it. 

One  day  I  went  out  of  curiosity  to  the 
Palace  of  Tears,  to  see  how  the  princess 
employed  herself;  and  going  to  a  place 
where  she  coidd  not  see  me,  I  heard  her 
speak  thus  to  her  gallant:  "  I  am  afilicted 
to  the  highest  degree  to  see  you  in  this  con- 
dition ;  I  am  as  sensible  as  yourself  of  the 
tormenting  pain  you  endure ;  but,  dear  soul, 
I  always  speak  to  you,  and  you  do  not 
answer  me.  How  long  will  you  be  sdent ! 
Speak  only  one  word.  Alas !  the  sweetest 
moments  of  my  life  are  those  I  spend  here 
in  partaking  of  your  grief.  I  cannot  live 
at  a  distance  from  you,  and  would  prefer 
the  pleasure  of  always  seeing  you  to  the 
empire  of  the  universe." 

At  these  words,  which  were  several  times 
interrupted  by  her  sighs  and  sobs,  I  lost  all 
patience;  and  discovering  myself,  came  up 
to  her  and  said,  "Madam,  you  have  mourned 
e '.lough,  it  is  time  to  give  over  this  soitow, 
which  dishonoiirs  lis  both ;  you  have  too 
much  forgotten  what  you  owe  to  me  and  to 
yourself."  ' '  Sir,"  said  she,  "  if  you  have  any 
kindness  or  complaisance  left  for  me,  I  be- 
seech you  to  put  no  restraint  upon  me ;  allow 
me  to  give  myself  up  to  mortal  gnrief,  which 
it  is  impossible  for  time  to  lessen." 

When  I  saw  that  my  discourse,  instead 
of  bringing  her  to  her  duty,  served  only  to 
increase  her  rage,  I  gave  over  and  retired. 
She  continued  every  day  to  visit  her  gallant, 
and  for  two  whole  years  gave  herself  up  to 
excessive  grief. 

I.  went  a  second  time  to  the  Palace  of 
Tears,  while  she  was  there.  I  hid  myself 
agaio,  and  heard  her  speak  thus  to  her  gal- 
lant :  "It  is  now  three  years  since  you  spoke 
one  word  to  me  ;  you  return  no  answer  to 
the  expressions  of  love  I  give  you  by  my 
discourse  and  groans.  Is  it  from  insensi- 
bility or  contempt  ?  0  tomb  !  hast  thou 
abated  that  excessive  love  he  had  for  me  ? 
Hast  thou  shut  those  eyes  that  shewed  me 


so  much  love,  and  were  all  my  joy?  No, 
no,  I  believe  nothing  of  it.  TeU  me  rather, 
by  what  miracle  thou  becamest  the  deposi- 
tory of  the  rarest  treasure  that  ever  was  in 
the  world." 

I  must  confess,  my  lord,  I  was  enraged 
at  these  words ;  for,  in  short,  this  gallant 
so  much  doted  upon,  this  adored  mortal, 
was  not  such  a  one  as  you  would  imagine 
him  to  have  been.  He  was  a  black  Indian, 
a  native  of  that  country.  I  say,  I  was  so 
enraged  at  that  discoui-se,  that  I  discovered 
mj'self  all  of  a  sudden,  and  addressing  the 
tomb  in  my  turn :  "0  tomb ! "  cried  I,  "  why 
dost  not  thou  swallow  up  that  monster  in 
nature,  or  rather,  why  dost  not  thou  swallow 
up  the  gallant  and  his  mistress?" 

I  had  scarce  finished  these  words,  when 
the  queen,  who  sat  by  the  black,  rose  up 
like  a  fujy.  "Cruel  man!"  said  she,  "thou 
art  the  cause  of  my  grief ;  do  not  you  think 
that  I  know  it  ?  I  have  dissembled  it  but 
t(30  long ;  it  is  thy  bai'barous  hand  which 
hath  brought  the  object  of  my  love  into  this 
lamentable  condition ;  and  you  are  so  hard- 
hearted as  to  come  and  insult  a  despairing 
lover."  "Yes,"  said  I,  in  a  rage,  "  it  was  I 
who  chastised  that  monster,  according  to  his 
desert ;  I  ought  to  have  treated  thee  in  the 
same  manner  ;  I  repent  now  that  I  did  not 
do  it ;  thou  hast  abused  my  goodness  too 
long."  As  I  spoke  these  words,  I  drew  out 
my  scimitar,  and  lifted  up  my  hand  to 
punish  her ;  but  she,  steadfastly  beholding 
me,  said  with  a  jeering  smile,  "Moderate 
thy  anger."  At  the  same  time  she  pro- 
nounced words  I  did  not  imderstand  ;  and 
afterM'ards  added,  "By  virtue  of  my  en- 
chantments, I  command  thee  immediately 
to  become  half  marble  and  half  man."  Im- 
mediately, my  lord,  I  became  such  as  you 
see  me  already,  a  dead  man  among  the 
living,  and  a  living  man  among  the  dead. — 
Here  Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  broke 
oif  her  story. 

Upon  which  Dinarzade  says.  Dear  sister, 
I  am  extremely  obliged  to  the  sultan :  it  is 
to  his  goodness  I  owe  the  extraordinary 
pleasure  I  have  in  your  stories. — ISIy  sis- 
ter, replies  the  sultaness,  if  the  sultan 
•wili  be  so  good  as  to  suffer  me  to  live  tdl 
to-morrow,  I  shall  tell  you  a  thing  that  will 
afford  as  much  satisfaction  as  anything  you 
have  yet  heard.  Though  Schaliriar  had  not 
resolved  to  defer  the  death  of  Scheherazade 
a  month  longer,  he  could  not  have  ordered 
her  to  be  put  to  death  that  day. 


The  Twenty-Piftli  Niglit. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  night,  Dinarzade 
cried.  Sister,  if  I  do  not  trespass  too  much 
upon  your  complaisance,  I  would  pray  you 
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to  finish  the  history  of  the  king  of  the  Black 
Islands.  Scheherazade  having  awaked  upon 
her  sister's  call,  prepared  to  give  her  the 
satisfaction  she  required,  and  began  thus : — 

The  king,  half  marble  and  half  man, 
continued  his  history  to  the  sultan  thus : — 
After  tliis  cruel  magician,  imworthy  of  the 
name  of  a  (^ueen,  had  metamorphosed  me 
thus,  and  brought  me  into  this  hall,  by  an- 
other enchantment  she  destroyed  my  cajiital, 
Avliich  was  very  nourishing  and  full  of  people ; 
she  abolished  the  houses,  the  piiblic  places 
and  markets,  and  reduced  it  to  the  pond  and 
desert  tield,  which  you  may  have  seen.  The 
fishes  of  foiir  colours  in  the  iiond  are  the 
four  sorts  of  people,  of  different  religions, 
who  inhabited  the  place.  The  white  are 
the  Mussidmans ;  the  i-ed,  the  Persians,  who 
Avorshipped  the  fire ;  the  blue,  the  Christians ; 
and  the  yellow,  the  Jews.  The  four  little 
hiUs  wera  the  four  islands  that  gave  name 
to  this  kingdom.  I  learned  all  this  from  the 
magician,  who,  to  add  to  my  affliction,  told 
me  witli  lier  o-vvn  mouth  those  effects  of  her 
rage.  But  this  is  not  all :  her  revenge  was 
not  satisfied  with  the  destruction  of  my  do- 
minions, and  the  metamorphosis  of  my  per- 
son :  she  comes  every  day,  and  gives  me  over 
my  naked  shoidders  a  hundred  blows  -with 
an  ox-pizzle,  which  makes  me  aU  over  blood : 
and  when  she  has  done,  covers  me  with  a 
coai-se  stuff  of  goat's  hair,  and  throws  over 
it  this  i"obe  of  brocade  that  yoii  see,  not  to 
do  me  honour,  but  to  mock  me. 

After  this  part  of  the  discourse,  the 
yoimg  king  coidd  not  withhold  his  tears; 
and  the  siUtan's  heart  was  so  pierced  with 
the  relation  that  he  could  not  speak  one 
word  to  comfort  him.  A  little  time  after, 
the  young  king,  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
cried  out,  "Mighty  Creator  of  aU  thmgs,  I 
submit  myself  to  Thy  judgments,  and  to  the 
decrees  of  Thy  providence :  I  endure  my  cala- 
mities with  patience,  since  it  is  Thy  will  it 
shoiddbe  so;  but  I  hope  Thy  infinite  good- 
ness will  reward  me  for  it." 

The  sidtan  being  much  moved  by  the 
recital  of  so  strange  a  story,  and  animated 
to  avenge  this  unfortimate  prince,  says  to 
him,  "  Tell  mo  whither  this  perfidious  magi- 
cian retires,  and  where  may  be  her  unworthy 
gallant,  who  is  buried  before  his  death." 
"  My  lord,"  replies  the  prince,  "  her  gallant, 
as  \  have  already  told  you,  is  in  the  Palace 
of  Tears,  in  a  handsome  tomb  in  form  of  a 
dome,  and  that  palace  joms  to  tliis  castle  on 
the  side  of  the  gate.  As  to  the  magician,  I 
cannot  precisely  tell  whither  she  retires,  but 
every  day  at  sunrising  she  goes  to  see  her 
gallant,  after  having  executed  her  bloody 
vengeance  upon  me,  as  I  have  told  you ;  and 
you  see  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  defend 
myself  against  so  great  a  cruelty.  She  car- 
ries him  the  di'iuk  with  which  she  has 
hitherto  i)revented  his  dying,   and  always 


complains  of  his  never  speaking  to  her  since 
he  was  woimded. 

"  Unfortunate  prince,"  says  the  sultan, 
"  you  can  never  enough  be  lamented !  No- 
body can  be  more  sensibly  touched  with 
yoiu'  condition  than  I  am;  never  did  such 
an  extraordinary  misfortune  befall  any  man, 
and  those  who  write  your  history  will  have 
the  advantage  to  relate  something  that  sixr- 
passes  all  that  has  ever  yet  been  written. 
There  wants  but  the  vengeance  which  is  due 
to  you,  and  I  will  omit  nothing  that  can  be 
done  to  procure  it." 

While  the  sidtan  discoursed  upon  the 
subject  with  the  young  prince,  he  told  him 
who  he  was,  and  for  what  epd  he  entered 
the  castle,  and  thought  on  a  way  to  avenge 
him,  which  he  communicated  to  him.  They 
agreed  upon  the  measures  they  were  to  take 
for  effecting  their  design,  but  deferred  the 
execution  of  it  till  the  next  day.  In  the 
meantime,  the  night  being  far  spent,  the 
sultan  took  some  rest;  but  the  jioor  young- 
prince  passed  the  night  without  sleep  as 
usual,  having  never  slept  since  he  was  en- 
chanted; but  conceived  some  hopes  of  being 
speedily  delivered  from  his  misery. 

Next  morning  the  sultan  got  up  before 
day,  and,  in  orderto  execute  his  design,  he 
hid  in  a  corner  his  upper  garment,  which 
would  have  encumbered  him,  and  went  to 
the  Palace  of  Tears.  He  found  it  enlight- 
ened with  an  infinite  number  of  flambeau?: 
of  white  wax,  and  a  delicious  scent  issued 
from  several  boxes  of  fine  gold  of  admirable 
workmanship,  all  ranged  in  excellent  order. 
As  soon  as  he  saw  the  bed  where  the  black 
lay,  he  drew  his  scimitar,  killed  the  wretch 
without  resistance,  dragged  his  corpse  into 
the  coiu't  of  the  castle,  and  threw  it  into  a 
well.  After  this  he  went  and  lay  down  in 
the  black's  bed,  took  his  scimitar  with  him 
imder  the  counterpane,  and  waited  there  to 
execute  his  design. 

The  magician  arrived  in  a  little  time.  She 
first  went  into  the  chamber  where  her  hus- 
band, the  king  of  the  Black  Islands,  was, 
stripped  him,  and  beat  him  with  the  ox- 
pizzle  in  the  most  barbarous  mamier.  The 
poor  prince  filled  the  palace  with  his  lamen- 
tations to  no  purpose,  and  conjiu-cd  her  in 
the  most  affecting  manner  to  take  pity  on 
him ;  but  the  cruel  woman  would  not  give 
over  till  she  had  given  him  a  himdred  blows. 
"  You  had  no  compassion  on  my  lover,"  said 
she,  "  and  you  are  to  expect  none  from  me." 
— Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  stopped,  and 
coidd  go  no  further. 

O  heavens!  says  Dinarzade,  sister,  this 
was  a  barbarous  enchantress  indeed!  But 
must  we  stop  here  ?  Will  you  not  tell 
us  whether  she  received  the  chastisement 
she  deserved? — My  dear  sister,  says  the 
sidtaness,  I  desire  nothing  more  than  to 
acquaint  you  with  it  to-morrow;  but  you 
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know  that  depends  on  the  sidtan's  jJeasure. 
After  what  Schahriar  had  heard,  he  was  far 
from  any  design  to  put  Scheherazade  to 
death ;  on  the  contrary,  he  said  to  himself, 
I  will  not  take  away  her  life  until  she  has 
finished  the  surprising  story,  though  it  should 
last  for  two  months.  It  shall  always  be  in 
my  power  to  keep  the  oath  I  have  made. 


The  Twenty-Sixth  Night. 

As  soon  as  Dinarzade  thought  it  time  to 
call  the  sultaness,  she  said  to  her.  How 
much  should  I  be  obliged  to  you,  dear  sister, 
if  you  woiild  tell  us  what  passed  in  the  Pa- 
lace of  Tears!  Schahriar  having  signified 
that  he  was  as  curious  to  know  it  as  Dinar- 
zade, the  sidtaness  resumed  the  story  of  the 
young  enchanted  prmce  as  follows : — 

Sir,  after  the  enchantress  had  given  the 
king  her  husband  a  hundred  blows  with 
the  ox-pizzle,  she  put  on  again  his  covering 
of  goat's  hair,  and  his  brocade  gown  over  all. 
She  went  afterwards  to  the  Palace  of  Tears, 
and  as  she  entered  the  same,  she  renewed 
her  tears  and  lamentations ;  then  approach- 
ing the  bed  where  she  thought  her  gallant 
was,  "  What  cruelty,"  cries  she,  "was  it  to 
disturb  the  satisfaction  of  so  tender  and 
passionate  a  lover  as  I  am !  0  thou  who 
reproachest  me  that  I  am  too  inhuman  when 
I  make  thee  feel  the  effects  of  my  resent- 
ment! — cruel  prince! — does  not  thy  bar- 
barity surpass  my  vengeance  ?  Ah,  traitor ! 
in  attempting  the  life  of  the  object  which  I 
adore,  hast  thou  not  robbed  me  of  mine? 
Alas,"  says  she,  addressing  herself  to  the 
sultan,  while  she  thought  she  spoke  to  the 
black,  "my  sun,  my  life,  will  you  always  be 
fcilent?  Axe  you  resolved  to  let  me  die, 
■without  giving  me  the  comfort  of  telling  me 
that  you  love  me?  My  soul,  speak  one 
word  to  me,  at  least,  I  conjure  you." 

The  sultan,  making  as  if  he  had  been  awoke 
out  of  a  deep  sleep,  and  counterfeiting  the 
language  of  the  blacks,  answered  the  queen 
with  a  grave  tone,  "  There  is  no  strength  or 
power  but  in  God  alone,  who  is  almighty." 
At  these  words  the  enchantress,  who  did  not 
expect  them,  gave  a  great  shout,  to  signify 
her  excessive  joy.  "My  dear  lord,"  cries 
she,  "  do  not  I  deceive  myself  ?  Is  it  certain 
that  I  hear  you,  and  that  you  speak  to  me  ?  " 
"  Unhappy  wretch  !"  said  the  sultan,  "  art 
thou  worthy  that  I  should  answer  tliy  dis- 
course?" "Alas  I"  replies  the  queen,  "why 
do  you  reproach  me  thus?"  "  The  cries, "  re- 
plied he,  "the  groans  and  tears  of  thy  hus- 
band, whom  thou  treatest  every  day  with 
so  much  indignity  and  barbarity,  hinder  me 
from  sleeping  night  and  d;iy.  I  should  have 
been  cured  long  ago,  and  have  recovered  the 
use  of  my  speech,  hadst  thou  disenchanted 


him.  That  is  the  cause  of  my  silence,  which 
you  complain  of."  "Very  well,"  says  the 
enchantress;  "to  pacify  you,  I  am  ready  to 
do  what  you  will  command  me :  would  you 
have  me  restore  him  as  he  was?"  "Yes," 
replies  the  sidtan;  "  make  haste  to  set  him 
at  liberty,  that  I  be  no  more  disturbed  -xvith 
his  cries." 

The  enchantress  went  immediately  out  of 
the  Palace  of  Tears  :  she  took  a  cup  of 
water,  and  iironounccd  words  over  it,  which 
caused  it  to  boil,  as  if  it  had  been  on  the 
fire.  She  went  afterwards  to  the  hall,  to 
the  young  king  her  husband,  and  threw  the 
water  upon  him,  saying,  "If  the  Creator  of 
all  things  did  form  thee  so  as  thou  art  at 
present,  or  if  He  be  angry  with  thee,  do  not 
change  :  but  if  thou  art  in  that  condition 
merely  by  \Trtue  of  my  enchantments,  re- 
sume thy  natural  shape,  and  become  what 
thou  wast  before."  She  had  scarce  spoken 
these  words,  when  the  prince,  findmg  him- 
self restored  to  his  former  condition,  rose  up 
freely,  with  all  imaginable  joy^  and  returned 
thanks  to  God.  The  enchantress  then  said 
to  him,  ' '  Get  thee  gone  from  this  castle,  and 
never  return  here  on  pain  of  death  !"  The 
young  king,  yielding  to  necessity,  went  away 
from  the  enchantress,  without  replying  a 
word,  and  retired  to  a  remote  place,  where 
he  patiently  awaited  the  success  of  the  de- 
sign which  the  sultan  had  so  happily  begun, 
^leanwhile  the  enchantress  returned  to  the 
Palace  of  Tears  ;  and,  supposing  that  she 
still  sjioke  to  the  black,  says,  "Dear  lover, 
I  have  done  what  you  ordered  ;  let  nothing 
now  hinder  you  from  giving  me  that  satis- 
faction of  which  I  have  been  deprived  so 
long." 

The  sultan  continued  to  counterfeit  the 
language  of  the  blacks.  "That  which  you 
have  just  now  done,"  said  he,  "is  not  sufii- 
cient  to  my  cure.  You  have  only  eased  me 
of  part  of  my  disease  ;  you  must  cut  it  up 
by  the  roots."  "  My  lovely  black,"  reidies 
she,  ' '  what  do  you  mean  by  the  roots  ? " 
"Unfortunate  woman,"  replies  the  sidtan, 
"  do  not  you  understand  that  I  mean  the 
town,  and  its  inhabitants,  and  the  four 
islands,  which  thou  hast  destroj^ed  by  thy 
enchantments.  The  fishes  every  night  at 
midnight  raise  their  heads  oxit  of  the  pond, 
and  cry  for  vengeance  against  thee  and  me. 
This  is  the  true  caiise  of  the  delay  of  my 
cure.  Go  speedily,  restore  things  as  they 
were,  and  at  thy  return  I  will  give  thee  my 
hand,  and  thou  shalt  help  me  to  rise." 

The  enchantress,  filled  with  hopes  from 
these  words,  cried  out  in  a  transport  of  joy, 
' '  My  heart  !  my  soul  !  you  shall  soon  be 
restored  to  your  health,  for  I  will  imme- 
diately do  what  you  command  me."  Ac- 
cordingly she  went  that  moment;  and 
when  she  came  to  the  brink  of  the  pond, 
she  took  a  little  water  in  her  hand,  and 
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spriukliiig  it Here  Scheherazade  saw 

day,  and  stopped. 

Diuarzade  says  to  the  sidtaness,  Sister, 
I  am  much  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  young 
king  of  the  four  Black  Ishmds  was  disen- 
chanted, and  I  already  consider  the  town 
and  the  inhabitants  as  restored  to  their 
former  state ;  but  I  h)ng  to  know  what 
will  become  of  the  enchantress.  Have  a 
little  patience,  replies  the  sultaness ;  you 
shall  have  the  satisfaction  you  desire  to- 
morrow, if  the  sultan  my  lord  will  con- 
sent to  it.  Schahriar,  having  resolved  on 
this  already,  as  was  said  before,  rose  up, 
and  went  about  his  business. 


The  Twenty-Seventh  Wight. 

At  the  usual  horn-,  Dinarzade  called  upon 
the  sultaness  thus  : — Dear  sister,  pray  tell 
us  what  was  the  fate  of  the  magician  queen, 
as  you  promised  lis.  Upon  which  Schehera- 
zade went  on  thus  : — The  enchantress  had  no 
sooner  sprinkled  the  water,  and  pronounced 
some  words  over  the  fishes  and  the  pond, 
but  the  city  was  immediately  restored.  The 
lishes  became  men,  women,  and  children, 
Mohammedans,  Christians,  Persians,  or  Jews, 
freemen  or  slaves,  as  they  were  before ; 
every  one  having  recoA'cred  their  natm-al 
form.  The  houses  and  shops  were  imme- 
diately filled  with  their  inhabitants,  who 
found  all  things  as  they  were  before  the  en- 
chantment. The  sidtan's  numerous  retinue, 
who  found  themselves  encamped  in  the 
largest  square,  were  astonished  to  see  them- 
selves in  an  instant  in  the  middle  of  a  large, 
handsome,  well-peoijled  city. 

To  return  to  the  enchantress.  As  soon  as 
she  had  effected  this  wonderful  change,  she 
returned  with  all  diligence  to  the  Palace  of 
Tears,  that  she  might  reap  the  fruits  of  it. 
"My  dear  lord,"  cried  she,  as  she  entered, 
"I  come  to  rejoice  with  you  for  the  return 
of  your  health.  I  have  done  all  that  yon 
required  of  me  :  then  pray  rise,  and  give  me 
your  hand."  "  Come  near,"  said  the  sidtan, 
still  counterfeiting  the  language  of  the 
blacks.  She  did  so.  "You  are  not  near 
enough,"  replied  he  ;  "  come  nearer."  She 
obeyed.  Then  he  rose  iij),  and  seized  her 
by  tlie  arm  so  suddenly,  that  she  had  not 
time  to  discover  who  it  was,  and  with  a  blow 
of  his  scimitar  cut  her  in  two,  so  that  one 
half  feU  one  way,  and  the  other  another. 
This  done,  he  left  the  carcass  upon  the 
place  ;  and  gomg  out  of  the  Palace  of  Tears, 
he  went  to  seek  the  young  king  of  the  Black 
Isles,  who  waited  for  him  with  great  impa- 
tience ;  and  when  he  found  him,  "  Prince," 
said  he,  embracing  him,  "rejoice;  you  have 
nothingtofearnow,yoiu- cruel  enemy  is  dead." 

The  young  prince  retiuiied  thanks  to  the 


sultan  in  such  a  manner  as  shewed  that  he 
Avas  thoroughly  sensible  of  the  kuidness  that 
he  had  done  him,  and,  in  return,  wished  him 
a  long  life  and  all  happiness.  "  You  may 
henceforward,"  said  the  sultan,  "dwell 
peaceably  in  your  capital,  except  you  will 
go  to  mine,  which  is  .so  neai-,  where  you 
shall  be  very  welcome,  and  have  as  much 
honour  and  respect  shewn  you  as  if  you 
were  at  home."  "Potent  monarch,  to 
whom  I  am  so  much  indebted,"  replied  the 
king,  "you  think,  then,  that  you  are  very 
near  your  capital  ?"  "  Yes,"  said  the 
sultan,  "  1  know  it  ;  it  is  not  above  four  or 
five  hours'  journey.'"  "  It  will  take  you  a 
whole  year's  journey,"  said  the  prince.  "  1 
do  believe,  indeed,  that  you  came  hither 
from  your  capital  in  the  tinie  you  spoke  of, 
because  mine  was  enchanted  ;  but  since  the 
enchantment  is  taken  off",  things  are  changed : 
however,  this  shall  not  prevent  my  following 
you,  were  it  to  the  utmost  corners  of  the 
earth.  You  are  my  deliverer ;  and  that  I 
may  give  you  proofs  of  my  acknowledging 
this  during  my  whole  life,  I  am  willing  to 
accompany  you,  and  to  leave  my  kingdom 
without  regret." 

The  sidtan  was  extremely  surprised  to 
understand  that  he  was  so  far  from  his 
dominions,  and  coiild  not  imagine  how  it 
could  be.  But  the  young  king  of  the  Black 
Isles  convinced  him  beyond  a  possibility  of 
doubt.  Then  the  sultan  replied,  "  It  is  no 
matter  ;  the  troid>le  of  returning  to  my  own 
country  is  sufficiently  recompensed  by  the 
satisfaction  of  having  obliged  you,  and  by 
acquiring  you  for  a  son  :  for  since  you  will 
do  me  the  honour  to  accompany  me,  as  I 
have  no  child,  I  look  upon  you  as  such  ; 
and  from  this  moment  I  appoint  you  my 
heir  and  successor. " 

This  discourse  between  the  sultan  and 
the  king  of  the  Black  Islands  concluded 
with  the  most  affectionate  embraces ;  after 
which  the  young  prince  was  totally  taken 
up  in  making  preparations  for  his  journey, 
which  were  iinished  in  three  weeks'  time,  to 
the  great  regi-et  of  his  court  and  subjects, 
who  agreed  to  receive  at  his  hands  one  of 
his  nearest  kmdred  for  their  king. 

At  last  the  sultan  and  the  young  prince 
began  their  journey,  with  a  hiuidred  camels 
laden  with  inestimable  riches  from  the  trea- 
sury of  the  young  king,  followed  by  fifty 
handsome  gentlemen  on  horseback,  perfectly 
well  mounted  and  dressed.  They  had  a 
very  happy  journey  ;  and  when  the  sultan, 
who  had  sent  coiiriers  to  give  advice  of  his 
delay,  and  of  the  adventui-e  which  had  occa- 
sioned it,  came  near  his  capital,  the  jjrin- 
cipal  officers  he  liad  left  there  came  to 
receive  him,  and  to  assure  him  that  his 
long  absence  had  occasioned  no  alteration 
in  his  empire.  The  inhabitants  came  out 
also  in  great  crowds,   receiving  him  with 
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acclamations,  and  made  pnblic  rejoicings  for 
several  days. 

2^ext  day  after  his  arrival,  the  sultan 
gave  aU  his  courtiers  a  very  ample  account 
of  the  events  which,  contrary  to  his  expec- 
tation, had  detained  him  so  long.  He 
acquainted  them  with  his  having  adopted 
the  king  of  the  four  Black  Islands,  who  was 
willing  to  leave  a  great  kingdom  to  accom- 
pany and  live  with  him ;  and,  in  short,  in 
reward  of  their  loyalty,  he  made  each  of 
them  presents  according  to  their  rank. 

As  for  the  fisherman,  as  he  was  the  first 
cause  of  the  deliverance  of  the  young  prince, 
the  sidtan  gave  him  a  plentiful  fortune,  which 
made  him  and  his  family  happy  the  rest  of 
their  days. 

Here  Schehei-azade  made  an  end  of  the 
story  of  the  Fisherman  and  the  Genie.  Di- 
narzade  signified  that  she  had  taken  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  in  it ;  and  Schahriar  ha\'ing 
said  the  same  thing,  the  sultaness  told  them 
that  she  knew  another  which  was  much 
finer,  and  if  the  svdtau  would  give  her  leave, 
she  woidd  tell  it  them  next  morning,  for 
day  began  to  appear.  Schahriar,  bethink- 
ing himself  that  he  had  granted  the  sidtaness 
a  month's  reprieve,  and  being  curious  more- 
over to  loiow  if  this  new  story  would  be  as 
agreeable  as  she  jiromised,  got  up,  with  a 
desire  to  hear  it  next  ni^ht. 


The  Twenty-Eiglith  Night. 

DiNAP.ZADE,  according  to  custom,  did  not 
forget  to  call  the  sultaness  when  it  was 
time.     Madam,  said  she,  I  know  not  what 


is  the  matter  with  me,  but  I  know  very 
well  that  one  of  the  stories  which  you 
tell  so  agreeably  would  be  a  great  relief 
against  that  melancholy  which  eats  me  vl^. 
.Scheherazade,  without  answering  her,  began 
immediately,  and  told  the  sidtan  the  follow- 
ing story : — 

THE  STOEY  OF  THE  THREE  CALENDERS,*  S0X3 
OF  KTNGS,  AXT>  0^  THE  FIVE  LADIES  OF 
BAGDAD. 

Sir,  said  she,  ir  the  reign  of  Caliph  Ha- 
roun  Alraschid,  there  was  at  Bagdad,  the 
l)lace  of  his  residence,  a  porter,  who,  not- 
withstanding his  mean  and  laborioiis  busi- 
ness, was  a  fellow  of  wit  and  good  humour. 
One  morning,  as  he  was  at  the  ])lace  where 
he  usually  plied,  with  a  great  basket,  Await- 
ing for  employment,  a  handsome  j'oung  lady, 
covered  with  a  great  muslin  ved,  accosted 
him,  and  said,  with  a  pleasant  air,  "Hark 
ye,  porter,  take  your  basket,  and  follow  me." 
The  porter,  charmed  with  those  few  words, 
pronoimced  in  so  agreeable  a  manner,  took 
his  basket  immediately,  set  it  on  his  head, 
and  followed  the  lady, '  saying,  "0  happy 
day !   0  day  of  good  luck ! " 

The  lady  stopped  presently  before  a  gate 
that  was  shut,  and  knocked:  a  Chi'istian, 
with  a  venerable  long  white  beard,  opened 
the  gate,  aud  she  put  money  into  his  hand, 
without  speaking  one  word :  but  the  Chris- 
tian, who  knew  what  she  wanted,  went  in, 
aud  in  a  little  time  after  brought  a  large  jug 
of  excellent  wine.  "Take  this  jug,"  said 
the  lady  to  the  portei-,  "and  iJut  it  in  your 
basket."  This  being  done,  she  commanded 
him  to  follow  her:  aud  as  she  went  on,  the 
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porter  said  still,   "0  liappy  day!  this  is  a 
day  of  agreeable  suqirise  and  joy!" 

The  lady  stopped  at  a  fruit-shop,  where 


she  bought  several  sorts  of  apples,  apricots, 
*  A  sort  of  Mohammedau  monks. 
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peaches,  quinces,  leuions,  citrons,  orauges, 
myrtles,  sweet  basil,  lilies,  jessamine,  and 
some  other  sorts  of  Howers  and  fragrant 
plants; — she  bade  the  porter  put  all  into 
liis  basket,  and  follow  her.  As  she  went  by 
a  butcher's  stall,  she  made  him  weigli  her 
twenty-five  pounds  of  his  best  meat,  which 
she  ordered  the  porter  to  i)ut  also  into  his 
basket;  at  another  shop  she  took  capers, 
tarragon,  cucumbers,  sassafras,  and  other 
herbs,  to  be  preserved  in  vinegar;  at  an- 
other shop  she  bought  iiistachios,  nuts,  fil- 
berts, almonds,  kernels  of  i)ine  apples,  and 
such  other  fruits ;  and  at  another  she  bought 
all  sorts  of  confectionary.  When  the  porter 
had  put  all  these  things  into  his  basket,  and 
perceived  that  it  grew  fidl,  "My  good  lady," 
said  he,  "you  ought  to  have  given  me  no- 
tice that  yon  had  so  much  provision  to  carry, 
and  then  I  would  have  got  a  horse,  or  rather 
a  camel,  to  have  carried  them;  for  if  you 
buy  ever  so  little  more,  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  caiTy  it."  The  lady  laughed  at  the  fel- 
low's pleasant  humour,  and  ordered  him  still 
to  follow  her. 

Then  she  went  to  a  druggist,  where  she 
furnished  herself  with  all  manner  of  sweet- 
scented  waters,  clo\'es,  musk,  pepper,  gin- 
ger, and  a  great  piece  of  ambergris,  and 
several  other  Indian  spices.  This  quite 
filled  the  porter's  basket,  and  she  ordered 
him  to  foUow  her.  They  walked  till  they 
came  to  a  magnificent  house,  whose  front 
was  adorned  with  fine  columns,  and  which 
had  a  gate  of  ivory.  There  they  stoj^jjcd, 
and  the  lady  knocked  softly. — Here  Schehe- 
razade, perceiving  day,  broke  off. 

I  must  own,  sister,  says  Dinarzade,  the 
beginning  of  this  story  has  a  great  deal 
of  curiosity;  I  fancy  the  sidtan  will  not 
deprive  himself  of  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing the  rest  of  it.  And,  indeed,  Schahriar 
was  so  far  from  ordering  the  sultaness  to  lie 
put  to  death,  that  he  longed  impatiently  for 
next  night,  to  know  what  passed  in  the  fine 
house. 


The  Twenty-Ninth  Night. 

DiNARZADK  being  awake  before  day,  ad- 
dressed the  sultaness  thus:  Sister,  if  you 
be  awake,  I  would  j)ray  you  to  continue  the 
history  you  began  yesterday;  and  Schehe- 
razade went  on  with  it  thus :  — 

AVhile  the  yoimg  lady  and  the  porter 
stayed  for  the  opening  of  the  gate,  the  porter 
had  a  thousand  thoughts :  he  wondered  that 
such  a  tine  lady  slioidd  come  abroad  to  bxiy 
provisions:  he  concluded  she  coidd  not  be 
a  slave,  her  air  was  too  noble ;  and  there- 
fore he  thought  she  must  needs  be  a  woman 
of  quality.  Just  as  he  was  about  to  ask  her 
some  questions  upon  that  head,  another  lady 


came  to  open  the  gate,  and  appeared  to  hiui 
so  beautiful,  that  he  was  perfectly  surprised, 
or  rather  so  much  struck  with  her  charms, 
that  he  had  like  to  have  let  his  basket  fall, 
for  he  had  never  seen  any  beauty  that 
equalled  her. 

The  lady  who  brought  the  porter  with 
her,  perceiving  his  disorder,  and  what  occa- 
sioned it,  diverted  herself  with  it,  and  took 
so  much  pleasure  to  examine  his  looks,  that 
she  forgot  the  gate  was  opened.  Upon  this, 
the  beautiful  lady  said  to  her,  ' '  Pray,  sister, 
come  in;  what  do  you  stay  for?  Do  you 
not  see  this  poor  man  so  heavily  laden,  that 
he  is  scarcely  able  to  stand  vmder  it?" 

When  she  entered  with  the  porter,  the 
lady  who  opened  the  gate  shut  it,  and  all 
three,  after  having  gone  through  a  very  fine 
porch,  came  into  a  spacious  court  encom- 
passed with  an  open  gallery,  which  had  a 
communication  with  several  apartments  on 
a  floor,  and  extraordinarily  magnificent. 
There  was  at  the  farther  end  of  the  court  a 
sofa  richly  adorned,  with  a  throne  of  amber 
in  the  middle  of  it,  supported  by  four  col- 
umns of  ebony,  enriched  with  diamonds  and 
pearls  of  an  extraordinary  size,  and  covered 
with  red  satin  embroidered  with  Indian  gold 
of  admirable  workmanship.  In  the  middle 
of  the  court  there  was  a  great  fountain, 
faced  with  white  marble,  and  full  of  clear 
water,  which  fell  into  it  abundantly  out  of 
the  mouth  of  a  lion  of  brass. 

The  porter,  though  heavy  laden,  coidd 
not  but  admire  the  magnificence  of  this 
house,  and  the  excellent  order  that  every- 
thing was  placed  in  ;  but  that  which  par- 
ticidarly  captivated  his  attention  was  a 
third  lady,  who  seemed  to  be  a  greater 
beauty  than  the  second,  and  was  seated 
upon  the  throne  just  now  mentioned.  She 
came  down  from  it,  as  soon  as  she  saw  the 
two  former  ladies,  and  advanced  towards 
them  :  he  judged  by  the  resjject  which  the 
others  shewed  her  that  she  was  the  chief, 
in  which  he  was  not  mistaken.  This  lady 
was  called  Zobeide,  she  who  opened  the 
gate  was  called  Safie,  and  Amine  was  the 
name  of  her  who  went  out  to  buy  the  pro- 
visions. 

Zobeide  said  to  the  two  ladies,  when  she 
came  to  them,  "  Sistei-s,  do  not  you  see  that 
this  honest  man  is  ready  to  sink  imder  his 
burden  ?  Why  do  not  you  ease  him  of  it  ?  " 
Then  Amine  and  Safie  took  the  basket,  the 
one  before  and  the  other  behind,  and  Zo- 
beide also  lent  her  hand,  and  all  thi-ee  to- 
gether set  it  on  the  ground ;  then  emptied 
it ;  and  when  they  had  done,  the  beautiful 
Amine  took  out  money,  and  paid  the  porter 
liberally. — Daylight  appearing,  Scheherazade 
was  obliged  to  keep  silence  ;  but  Schahriar, 
having  a  great  desire  to  hear  the  rest  of  the 
story,  ordered  the  sultaness  to  go  ou  with  it 
next  night. 
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The  Thirtietli  Night. 

Next  morning  Dinarzade,  being  awaked  by 
licr  impatience  to  hear  the  rest  of  the  story, 
said  to  tlie  sultaness,  For  the  sake  of 
heaven,  sister,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  give  lis 
an  account  of  what  the  ladies  did  with  the 
provisions  brought  by  Amine. — You  shall 
t|uickly  hear  it,  said  Scheherazade,  if  you 
listen  to  my  story,  which  she  resumed  as 
follows  : — 

The  porter,  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
money  he  had  received,  was  to  have  taken 
up  his  basket,  and  be  gone  ;  but  he  could 
not  tell  how  to  think  on  it.  Do  what  he 
could,  he  found  himself  stopped  by  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  three  such  beauties,  who 
aj^peared  to  him  equally  charming  ;  for 
Amine,  ha\ang  now  laid  aside  her  veil,  was 
as  handsome  as  either  of  them.  What  sur- 
prised him  most  was,  that  he  saw  no  man 
about  the  house,  yet  most  of  the  jirovisions 
he  brought  in,  as  the  dry  fruits,  and  the 
several  sorts  of  cakes  and  confections, 
were  fit  cliiefly  for  those  who  could  drink 
and  make  merry. 

Zobeide  thought  at  first  that  the  porter 
staid  only  to  take  breath ;  but  perceiving 
that  he  staid  too  long,  "What  do  you 
wait  for?"  said  she:  "are  you  not  well 
enough  paid  ? "  And  turning  to  Amine, 
said,  "Sister,  give  him  something  more, 
that  he  may  depart  satisfied."  "  Madam," 
replied  the  porter,  "it  is  not  that  which 
keeps  me,  I  am  over  and  above  paid  ;  I  am 
sensible  that  I  am  unmannerly  to  stay 
longer  than  I  ought,  but  I  hojte  you  will  be 
so  good  as  to  pardon  me  if  I  tell  you  that 
1  am  astonished  to  see  that  there  is  no  man 
with  three  ladies  of  such  extraordinary 
beauty ;  and  you  know  that  a  company  of 
women  without  men  is  as  melancholy  a 
thing  as  a  company  of  men  without  women." 
To  this  he  added  several  other  pleasant 
things,  to  prove  what  he  said,  and  did  not 
forget  the  Bagdad  proverb,  "  That  the  table 
is  not  completely  furnished  excejDt  there  be 
four  in  company :  "  and  so  concluded  that 
since  they  were  but  three  they  wanted  a 
fourth. 

The  ladies  fell  a-laughing  at  the  porter's 
discourse ;  after  which,  Zobeide  said  to  him 
very  gravely,  ' '  Friend,  yoii  are  a  little  too 
bold ;  and  though  you  do  not  deserve  that 
I  should  enter  into  particidars  with  you, 
yet  I  am  willing  to  tell  you  that  we  are 
three  slster.s,  who  do  our  business  so  secretly 
that  nobody  knows  anything  of  it.  We 
have  too  great  reason  to  be  cautious  of  ac- 
quainting hidiscreet  persons  with  it ;  and  a 
good  author  that  we  have  read,  says,  '  Keep 
your  secret,  and  do  not  reveal  it  to  any- 
Ijody.  He  that  reveals  it  is  no  longer 
master  of  it.      If  your  own  breast  cannot 


keep  your  secret,  how  do  you  think  that 
another  person  will  keej)  it  ?'  " 

"My  ladies,"  replied  the  porter,  "by  j^our 
very  air,  I  judged  at  first  that  j^ou  were 
persons  of  extraordinary  merit,  and  I  con- 
ceive that  I  am  not  mistaken  ;  though  for- 
tune has  not  given  me  wealth  enough  to 
raise  me  above  my  mean  profession,  yet  I 
have  not  failed  to  cultivate  my  mind  as 
much  as  T  could,  by  reading  books  of 
science  and  history  :  and  allow  me,  if  you 
please,  to  tell  you,  that  I  have  also  read  in 
another  author  a  maxim  which  I  have  al- 
ways happily  practised  :  '  We  do  not  con- 
ceal oiir  secrets,'  says  he,  '  but  from  such 
persons  as  are  known  to  all  the  world  to 
want  discretion,  and  woidd  abuse  the  con- 
fidence we  put  in  them  ;  but  we  make  no 
scruple  to  discover  them  to  prudent  persons, 
because  we  know  they  can  kee})  them.'  A 
secret  with  me  is  as  sure  as  if  it  were  in  a 
closet  whose  key  is  lost,  and  the  door 
sealed  up." 

Zobeide  perceiving  that  the  porter  did 
not  want  sense,  but  conceiving  he  had  a 
mind  to  share  in  their  treat,  she  replied  to 
him,  smiling,  "  Yoii  know  that  we  are 
about  to  have  a  treat,  and  you  know  also 
that  we  have  been  at  a  considerable  expense, 
and  it  is  not  just  that  you  should  have 
a  share  of  it,  without  contributing  towards 
it."  The  beautiful  Safie  seconded  her  sister, 
and  said  to  the  porter,  ' '  Fi-iend,  have  you 
never  heard  that  which  is  commonly  said, 
'  If  you  bring  anything  with  you,  you  shall 
be  welcome  ;  but  if  you  bring  nothing,  you 
must  get  you  gone  with  nothuig  ?'  " 

The  porter,  notwithstanding  his  rhetoric, 
must,  in  all  probability,  have  retired  in  con- 
fusion, if  Amine  had  not  taken  his  part, 
and  said  to  Zobeide  and  Safie,  "My  deai'est 
sistei'S,  I  conjure  you  to  let  him  stay  with 
us ;  I  need  not  tell  you  that  he  will  divert 
us — you  see  well  enough  that  he  is  capable 
of  that :  I  must  needs  tell  you  that  imless 
he  had  been  very  willing,  as  well  as  nimble, 
and  hardy  enough  to  follow  me,  I  could  not 
have  done  so  much  business  in  so  little  time; 
besides,  should  I  rei)cat  to  you  all  the  oblig- 
ing expressions  he  used  to  me  Ijy  the  way, 
you  would  not  Ijc  sui'priscd  at  my  protect- 
ing him." 

At  these  words  of  Amine,  the  porter  was 
so  much  transported  Avith  joy  that  he  fell 
on  his  knees,  kissed  the  ground  at  the  feet 
of  that  charming  person,  and  raising  him- 
self u]),  said,  "Most  beautiful  lady,  you 
began  my  good  fortune  to-day,  and  now  you 
complete  it  by  this  generous  action  ;  I  can- 
not enough  testify  my  acknowledgment  for 
it.  As  to  what  remains,  my  ladies,"  said 
he,  addressing  himself  to  all  three  sisters, 
' '  since  you  do  me  so  great  honour,  do  not 
think  that  I  will  abuse  it,  or  look  upon  my- 
self as  a  person  that  deserves  it.      No,   1 
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shall  always  look  upon  myself  as  0110  of  your 
most  humble  slaves."  When  he  had  spoken 
these  wonls,  he  woiild  have  returned  the 
money  he  had  received,  but  the  grave  Zo- 
beide  ordered  him  to  keep  it.  "That  which 
we  have  once  given,"  said  she,  "to  reward 
those  who  have  served  us  we  never  take 
again." — Here  day  began  to  dawn,  which 
put  Scheherazade  to  silence. 

Dinarzade,  who  listened  with  a  great  deal 
of  attention,  was  much  troubled  at  it,  but 
liad  this  comfort,  however,  that  the  sultan, 
who  was  as  curioxis  as  she  to  know  wliat 
passed  betwixt  the  three  beautiful  ladies 
and  the  porter,  ordered  the  sidtauess  to  go 
on  with  the  rest  of  the  story  next  night,  and 
rose  up  to  go  about  his  business. 


The  Thirty-First  Night. 

The  next  morning  Dinarzade  did  not  fail  to 
awaken  the  sidtaness  at  the  ordinary  time, 
and  said.  Dear  sister,  if  yon  are  not 
asleep,  I  woidd  j)ray  you  (until  break  of 
day,  which  is  near  at  hand)  to  go  on  with 
that  agreeable  story  you  began.  Upon 
which,  Scheherazade  addressed  the  sultan 
thus  :  Sir,  with  your  leave,  I  am  wdling 
to  satisfy  my  sister's  curiosity  ;  and  at  the 
same  time  went  on  with  the  story  of  the 
Three  Calenders. 

Zobeide  would  not  take  back  the  money 
from  the  porter,  but  said,  "  Jly  friend,  in 
consenting  that  you  stay  with  us,  I  must 
forewarn  yon  that  it  is  not  only  on  con- 
dition that  you  keep  secret  what  we  have 
required  you,  but  also  that  you  observe 
exactly  the  rules  of  good  manners  and 
civility."  Tn  the  meantime,  the  charming 
Amine  put  off  the  apparel  she  went  abroad 
with,  put  on  her  night-gown,  that  she  might 
be  more  easy,  and  covered  the  table,  which 
she  furnished  with  several  sorts  of  meat,  and 
upon  a  sideboard  she  set  bottles  of  wine  and 
cups  of  gold.  Soon  after  the  ladies  took 
their  places,  and  made  the  porter  sit  down 
by  them,  who  was  overjoyed  to  see  himself 
at  a  table  with  three  such  admu-able  beau- 
ties. After  they  had  eaten  a  little.  Amine, 
who  sat  next  the  sideboard,  took  up  a  bottle 
and  a  cup,  filled  out  wine  and  drank  first 
herself,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
Arabians  ;  then  she  filled  the  cup  to  her 
sisters,  who  diank  in  course  as  they  sat ;  and 
at  last  she  fiUed  it  the  fourth  time  to  the 
porter,  who,  as  he  received  it,  kissed 
A  mine's  hand ;  and  before  he  di-ank,  sung 
a  song  to  this  purpose  : — That  as  the  wind 
brings  along  with  it  the  sweet  scents  of  the 
])erfumcd  places  through  which  it  passes,  so 
the  wine  he  was  going  to  drink,  coming  from 
her  fair  hands,  received  a  more  exquisite 
taste  than  what  it  had  of  its  own  nature. 


This  song  pleased  the  ladies  so  much,  that 
each  of  them  sung  another  in  their  turn. 
In  short,  they  were  very  merry  all  dinner- 
time, which  lasted  a  long  while,  and  nothing 
was  wanting  that  could  make  it  agreeable. 
The  day  being  almost  spent,  Safie  sjjoke  in 
the  name  of  the  three  ladies,  and  said  to  the 
porter,  "  Arise,  and  be  gone  ;  it  is  time  for 
you  to  depart."  But  the  porter,  not  willing 
to  leave  so  good  company,  cried  :  ' '  Alas  ! 
ladies,  whither  do  you  command  me  to  go 
in  the  condition  I  am  in?  I  am  quite  be- 
side myself  by  what  I  have  seen  since  I 
came  hither ;  and  having  also  drunk  above 
my  usual  quantity,  I  shall  never  find  the  way 
home  :  allow  me  this  night  to  repose  in 
any  place  where  you  please,  for  no  less  time 
is  necessary  for  me  to  recover  myself ;  but 
go  when  I  will,  I  shall  leave  the  best  part 
of  myself  behind  me." 

Amine  pleaded  the  second  time  for  the 
porter,  saying,  "Sisters,  he  is  in  the  right; 
I  am  pleased  with  the  request,  he  having 
already  diverted  ixs  so  well  ;  and,  if  you 
will  take  my  advice,  or  if  you  love  me  as 
much  as  I  think  you  do,  let  us  keep  him,  to 
pass  away  the  remaining  part  of  the  night." 
"  Sister,"  answered  Zobeide,  "we  can  refuse 
you  nothing  ;"  and  then  turning  to  the  por- 
ter, said,  ' '  We  are  willing  once  more  to 
grant  your  request,  but  upon  this  new  con- 
dition, that  whateverwe  do  in  your  presence 
relating  to  oiirselves  or  anything  else,  take 
heed  you  do  not  once  open  your  mouth  to 
ask  the  reason  of  it ;  for  if  you  ask  ques- 
tions about  that  wliicli  does  not  belong  to 
you,  you  may  chance  to  know  that  which 
will  be  no  way  jjleasing  to  you;  beware, 
therefore,  and  do  not  be  too  curious  to  dive 
into  the  motives  of  our  actions." 

"Madam,"  replied  the  porter,  "  I pi'omise 
to  observe  this  condition  with  such  exact- 
ness, that  you  shall  have  no  cause  to  reproach 
me  with  breaking  it,  and  far  less  to  punish 
my  indiscretion :  my  tongue  shall  be  immov- 
able on  this  occasion,  and  my  eye  like  a 
looking-glass,  which  retains  nothing  of  the 
object  that  is  set  before  it."  "And  to  shew 
you,"  said  Zobeide,  with  a  serious  counte- 
nance, "  that  what  we  demand  of  you  is  not 
a  new  thing  among  us,  rise  up,  and  read 
what  is  written  over  our  gate  on  the  in- 
side." 

The  porter  went  thither,  and  read  these 
words,  wi-itten  in  large  characters  of  gold  : 
"He  who  speaks  of  things  that  do  not  con- 
cern him  shall  hear  of  things  that  will  not 
please  him."  Returning  again  to  the  three 
sisters,  "  Ladies,"  said  he,  "  I  give  you  my 
oath  that  you  shall  never  hear  me  sjjcak 
anything  which  does  not  concern  me,  or 
wherein  you  may  have  any  concern." 

This  agreement  being  made.  Amine 
brought  in  sujiper,  and  after  the  room  was 
set   round   with   tapers,    that   were   mixed 
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with  aloes  and  ambergris,  -wliicli  gave  a 
most  agreeable  scent,  as  well  as  a  delicate 
light,  she  sat  down  at  table  with  her  sisters 
and  the  porter.  They  began  again  to  eat 
and  drink,  sing,  and  repeat  verses.  The 
ladies  took  pleasnre  to  fuddle  the  porter, 
under  pretext  of  cansing  him  to  drink  their 
healths,  and  abundance  of  witty  sentences 
passed  on  both  sides.  In  short,  as  they  were 
all  in  the  best  humour  in  the  world,  they 
heard  a  knocking  at  the  gate. — Schehera- 
zade was  obliged  to  stop  here,  because  she 
observed  daylight  appearing. 

The  sidtan,  not  doubting  the  seqiiel  of 
this  history  deserved  to  be  heard,  put  it  off 
till  the  day  following,  and  so  arose. 


The  Thirty-Second  Night. 

The  next  night  being  almost  at  an  end, 
Dinarzade  called  to  the  sidtaness :  For 
heaven's  sake,  sister,  if  you  are  awake,  let 
me  jjray  you  to  continue  the  story  of  the 
three  fair  ladies  :  I  am  very  impatient  till  I 
know  who  it  was  that  knocked  at  their  gate. 
— You  shall  hear  it  immediatelj^,  said  she  ; 
I  am  sure  that  what  I  am  now  going 
to  relate  is  worthy  of  my  lord  the  sultan's 
attention : — 

When  the  ladies,  said  she,  heard  the 
knocking,  they  all  three  got  up  to  open  the 
gate  ;  biit  Satie,  to  whom  this  office  parti- 
cularly belonged,  was  the  nimblest ;  which 
her  other  two  sisters  perceiving,  sat  down 
till  she  came  back,  to  acqiiaint  them  who  it 
could  be  that  had  any  business  with  them  so 
late.  Safie  re- 
turning, said, 
"  Sisters,  we 
have  here  a 
very  fine  op- 
portunity to 
pass  a  good 
part  of  the 
night  with 
much  satisfac- 
tion, and  if 
you  be  of  the 
same  mind 
with  me,  we 
shall  not  let 
it  slip.  There 
are  three  ca- 
lenders at  our 
gate,  at  least 
they  apjiear  to 
be  such  by 
their  habit ; 
but  til  at  which 
you  will  most 
admire  is,  they 
are  all  three  blind  of  tlio  right  eye,  and 
have    their   heads,   beards,    and   eyebrows 


shaved,  and,  as  they  say,  are  but  just 
come  to  Bagdad,  where  they  never  were 
before ;  and  it  being  night,  and  not  know- 
ing where  to  find  any  lodging,  they  hap- 
pened by  chance  to  knock  at  this  gate,  and 
pray  us,  for  the  love  of  heaven,  to  have 
compassion  on  them,  and  receive  them  into 
the  house :  they  care  not  what  place  we 
put  them  in,  provided  they  may  be  under 
shelter  ;  they  would  be  satisfied  with  a  sta- 
ble :  they  are  yoimg  and  handsome  enough, 
and  seem  also  to  be  men  of  good  sense  ;  but 
I  cannot  without  laughing  think  of  their 
pleasant  and  uniform  figure."  Here  Safie 
fell  a-laughing  so  heartily,  that  it  put  the 
two  sisters  and  the  porter  into  the  same 
mood.  "My  dear  sisters,"  said  she,  "are 
you  content  that  they  come  in  ?  it  is  impos- 
sil)le  but  with  such  persons  as  T  have  already 
described  them  to  be  we  shall  finish  the 
day  better  than  we  began  it ;  they  will  afford 
VIS  diversion  enough,  and  put  us  to  no  charge, 
because  they  desire  shelter  only  for  this 
night,  and  resolve  to  leave  us  as  soon  as  day 
appears." 

Zobeide  and  Amine  made  some  difficulty 
to  grant  Safie's  request,  for  reasons  they 
well  knew  ;  but  she  having  so  great  a  desire 
to  obtain  this  favour,  they  could  not  refuse 
her.  "Go,  then,"  said  Zobeide,  "and bring 
them  in  ;  but  do  not  forget  to  acquaint  them 
that  they  must  not  speak  of  anything  which 
does  not  concern  them,  and  cause  them  to 
read  what  is  written  over  the  gate."  Safie 
ran  out  with  a  great  deal  of  joy,  and  in  a 
little  time  after  returned  with  the  three 
calenders  in  her  company. 

At  their  entrance  they  made  a  profound 
bow  to  the  ladies,  who  rose  up  to  receive 
them,  told  them  most  oliligingly  that  they 
were  very  welcome,  that  they  were  glad  to 
have  met  with  an  opportiinity  to  oblige 
them,  and  to  contribute  towards  relieving 
them  from  the  fatigue  of  their  journc}', 
and  at  last  invited  them  to  sit  down  with 
them. 

The  magnificence  of  the  j^lace,  and  the 
civility  they  received  in  it,  made  the  calen- 
ders conceive  a  great  idea  of  these  hand- 
some ladies  ;  but,  before  they  sat  down, 
having  by  chance  cast  their  eyes  upon  the 
porter,  whom  they  saw  clad  almost  like  one 
of  those  other  calenders  with  whom  they  are 
in  controversy  about  several  points  of  disci- 
pline, because  they  never  shave  their  beards 
nor  eyebrowfs,  one  of  them  said,  "Look  here, 
I  believe  we  have  got  one  of  our  revolted 
Arabian  brethren." 

The  porter  being  half  asleep,  and  having 
his  head  warm  with  ivine,  was  affronted 
at  these  words,  and  wAVa.  a  fierce  look,  with- 
out stiiTing  from  liis  place,  answered,  "  Sit 
you  down,  and  do  not  meddle  with  what 
docs  not  concern  you.  Have  you  not  read 
the  inscription  over  the  gate  ?     Do  not  pre- 
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tend  to  make  i)eoplc  live  after  your  fashion, 
but  follow  ours." 

"Honest  man,"  said  the  calender,  "do 
not  put  yoiu'self  in  a  passion ;  we  should  be 
very  sorry  to  give  you  the  least  occasion ;  on 
the  contrary,  we  are  reaely  to  receive  your 
commands."  Upon  wbich,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  dispute,  the  ladies  interposed,  and  paci- 
fied them.  When  the  calenders  sat  down  at 
table,  the  ladies  served  them  wi'Ca.  meat ;  and 
Satie,  being  most  pleased  with  them,  did  not 
let  them  want  for  drink. 

Scheherazade  stopped  her  discourse,  be- 
cause she  saw  day  appear,  and  the  sultan 
got  up  to  follow  his  alFairs,  and  promised  to 
hear  the  rest  of  the  story  next  day  ;  for  he 
had  a  great  desire  to  know  why  those  three 
calenders  were  blind,  and  all  three  of  the 
same  eye. 


The  Thirty-Third  Night. 

An  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade  being  awake, 
said  to  the  sultaness.  Dear  sister,  pray  let 
me  know  what  passed  between  the  ladies 
and  the  calenders. — "With  all  my  heart, 
replied  Scheherazade,  and  continued  her 
story  in  the  manner  following  : — 

After  the  calenders  had  eaten  and  drank 
lilierally,  they  signified  to  the  ladies  that 
they  had  a  great  desire  to  entertain  them 
with  a  concert  of  music,  if  they  had  any  in- 
struments in  the  house,  and  would  cause 
them  to  be  brought :  they  willingly  accepted 
the  profier,  and  fair  Safie  going  to  fetch 
them,  returned  again  in  a  moment,  and  pre- 
sented them  with  a  flute  of  her  own  country 
fashion,  another  of  the  Persian  sort,  and  a 
tabor.  Each  man  took  the  instrument  he 
liked,  and  all  three  together  began  to  play  a 
tune.  The  ladies,  who  knew  the  words  of  a 
merry  song  that  suited  the  au-,  joined  the 
concert  with  their  voices  ;  but  the  words  of 
the  song  made  them  now  and  then  stop,  and 
fall  into  excessive  laughter. 

In  the  height  of  this  diversion,  and  when 
the  company  were  in  the  midst  of  their  jol- 
lity, somebody  knocked  at  the  gate.  Safie 
left  off  smging,  and  went  to  see  who  it  was. 
■ — But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade  to  the  sul- 
tan, it  is  fit  your  majesty  should  know  why 
this  Imocking  happened  so  late  at  the  ladies' 
house.  Now  the  reason  was  this  :  The  Caliph 
Haroun  Alraschid  was  accustomed  to  walk 
abroad  in  disguise  very  often  by  night,  that 
he  might  see  with  his  own  eyes  if  every- 
thuig  was  quiet  in  the  city,  and  that  no  dis- 
orders were  committed  in  it. 

This  night  the  caliph  Avent  oiit  pretty 
early  on  his  rambles,  accompanied  by  G-ia- 
far,  his  grand  vizier,  and  Mesrour,  the  chief 
of  the  eunuchs  of  his  palace,  all  disguised  in 
merchants'  habits ;  and  passing  through  the 
street  where  the  three  ladies  dwelt,  he  heard 


the  sound  of  the  music  and  great  fits  of 
laughter  ;  upon  which  he  commanded  the 
vizier  to  knock,  because  he  would  go  in,  to 
know  the  reason  of  that  jollity.  The  vizier 
told  him  in  vain  that  it  was  some  women 
merry-making ;  that  without  question  their 
heads  were  wann  with  wine,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  pi-oper  he  should  expose  him- 
self to  be  affronted  by  them  :  besides,  it  was 
not  yet  an  unlawful  hour,  and  therefore  he 
ought  not  to  disturb  them  in  their  mirth. 
"  No  matter,"  said  the  caliph,  "  I  command 
you  to  knock."  So  it  was  the  grand  vizier 
Giafar  that  knocked  at  the  ladies'  gate  by 
the  caliph's  order,  because  he  himself  would 
not  be  known.  Safie  opened  the  gate,  and  the 
vizier  perceiving,  by  the  light  that  she  held 
in  her  hand,  that  she  was  an  incomparable 
beauty,  he  acted  his  part  very  well,  and 
with  a  very  low  bow  and  respectful  belia- 
\\q\vc,  told  her,  "  Madam,  we  are  three  mer- 
chants of  Mossoul,  who  arrived  about  ten 
days  ago  with  i-ich  merchandise,  which  we 
have  in  a  warehouse  at  a  khan,  or  inn,  where 
we  have  also  oiir  lodging.  We  happened 
this  day  to  be  with  a  merchant  of  the  city, 
who  invited  us  to  a  treat  at  his  house,  where 
we  had  a  splendid  entertainment :  and  the 
wine  having  put  its  in  humour,  he  sent  for  a 
company  of  dancers.  Night  being  come  on, 
and  the  music  and  dancers  making  a  great 
noise,  the  watch  came  by  in  the  meantime, 
caused  the  gate  to  be  opened,  and  some  of 
the  company  to  be  taken  iip  ;  but  we  had 
the  good  fortime  to  escape  by  getting  over 
a  wall.  Now,"  said  the  vizier,  "being 
strangers,  and  somewhat  overcome  with 
wine,  we  are  afraid  of  meeting  another,  and 
perhaps  the  same  watch,  before  we  get  home 
to  our  khan,  which  lies  a  good  way  from 
hence.  Besides,  when  we  come  there,  the 
gates  wUl  be  shut,  and  not  opened  tiU  morn- 
ing :  wherefore,  madam,  hearing,  as  we 
passed  by  this  way,  the  soimd  of  music,  we 
supposed  you  were  not  yet  going  to  rest,  and 
made  bold  to  knock  at  your  gate,  to  beg  the 
favour  of  lodging  ourselves  in  the  house  till 
morning  ;  and  if  you  think  us  worthy  of 
your  good  company,  we  will  endeavour  to 
contribute  to  yoiir  diversion  to  the  best  of 
our  power,  to  make  some  amends  for  the 
interruption  we  have  given  you ;  if  not,  we 
only  beg  the  favoiu-  of  staying  tliis  night 
under  your  porch." 

Whilst  Giafar  held  this  discourse,  fair  Safie 
had  time  to  observe  the  vizier  and  his  two 
companions,  who  were  said  to  be  merchants 
like  himself,  and  told  them  that  she  was  not 
mistress  of  the  house ;  but  if  they  woidd 
have  a  minute's  patience,  she  would  return 
with  an  answer. 

Safie  acquainted  her  sisters  with  the  mat- 
ter, who  considered  for  some  time  what  to 
conclude  upon;  but  being  naturally  of  a 
good  disposition,   and  having  granted  the 
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same  favour  to  the  three  calenders,  they  at 
last  consented  to  let  them  in. — Scheherazade 
intending  to  continue  her  story,  saw  day- 
light ap})ear,  which  made  her  break  off;  but 
the  qualitj'  of  these  new  actors  which  the 
sultaness  had  brought  upon  the  stage  ex- 
cited the  curiosity  of  Schahriar,  who,  looking 
for  some  singular  event,  expected  the  next 
night  with  impatience. 


The  Thirty-Fourth  Night. 

DiNARZADE,  Ijt'ing  as  curious  as  the  sultan 
to  know  what  the  arrival  of  the  caliph  at 
the  house  of  those  three  ladies  might  jn'o- 
duce,  did  not  forget  to  awaken  the  sultaness 
very  early  next  morning,  and  prayed  her 
earnestly  to  resume  the  story  of  the  calen- 
ders, which  Scheherazade,  with  leave  of  the 
sultan,  i)ursued  in  the  following  manner  : — 

Q'he  caliph,  his  grand  vizier,  and  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs,  being  introduced  by 
the  fair  Safie,  very  courteously  saluted  the 
ladies  and  the  calenders.  The  ladies  re- 
turned them  the  like  civilities,  supposing 
them  to  be  merchants.  Zobeide,  as  the 
chief,  said  to  them  with  a  grave  and  serious 
countenance,  which  was  natural  to  her, 
"You  are  welcome.  But  before  I  i)roceed 
farther,  I  hope  you  will  not  take  it  ill  if  we 
desire  one  favour  of  you."  "Alas!"  said 
the  vizier,  "what  favour?  We  can  refuse 
nothing  to  such  fair  ladies."  Zobeide  re- 
plied, "It  is,  that  you  would  only  have 
eyes,  but  no  tongues  ;  that  you  put  no  ques- 
tion to  us  about  the  reason  of  anything  you 
may  happen  to  see,  and  speak  not  of  any- 
thing that  does  not  concern  you,  lest  you 
come  to  hear  of  things  that  will  by  no  means 
please  you." 

"Madam,"  replied  the  vizier,  "you  shall 
be  obeyed.  We  are  not  censorious,  nor  im- 
pertinently curious;  it  is  enough  for  us  to 
take  notice  of  tliat  which  concerns  us,  with- 
out meddling  with  that  which  does  not  be- 
long to  us."  Upon  this  they  all  sat  down, 
and  the  company  being  united,  they  drank 
to  the  liealth  of  the  new-comers. 

AVhile  the  vizier  Giafar  cntei-taiued  the 
ladies  in  discourse,  the  caliph  coiild  not  for- 
bear admiring  their  extraordinary  beauty, 
graceful  behaviour,  pleasant  humour,  and 
ready  wit ;  on  the  otlier  hand,  nothing  was 
more  suri^rising  to  him  than  the  calenders 
being  all  three  blind  of  the  right  eye.  lie 
woidd  gladly  have  been  informed  of  this 
singularity ;  but  the  conditions  so  lately 
imi>osed  upon  himself  and  his  companions 
would  not  allow  him  to  speak.  This,  with 
the  richness  of  the  furniture,  the  exact  order 
of  everything,  and  the  neatness  of  the  ho\ise, 
made  him  think  it  was  some  enchanted 
place. 


Their  conversation  happening  to  turn 
upon  diversions  and  different  ways  of  mak- 
ing merry,  the  calenders  arose,  and  danced 
after  their  fashion,  which  augmented  the 
good  opinion  the  ladies  had  conceived  of 
them,  and  procured  them  the  esteem  of  the 
caliph  and  his  companions. 

When  the  three  calenders  Lad  made  an 
end  of  their  dance,  Zobeide  arose,  and  tak- 
ing Amine  by  the  hand,  said,  ' '  Pray,  sister, 
rise  up,  for  the  company  will  not  take  it  ill 
if  we  use  our  freedom,  and  their  presence 
need  not  hinder  our  performance  of  what  we 
are  wont  to  do. "  Amine,  understanding  her 
sister's  meaning,  rose  from  her  seat,  carried 
away  the  dishes,  the  table,  the  flasks  and 
cups,  together  with  the  instruments  which 
the  calenders  had  played  upon. 

Salie  was  not  idle,  but  swept  the  room, 
put  everything  again  in  its  place,  snuffed  the 
candles,  and  put  fresh  aloes  and  ambergris 
to  them,  and  then  prayed  the  three  calen- 
ders to  sit  down  upon  the  sofa  on  one  side, 
and  the  caliph  with  his  com^Janions  on  the 
other.  As  to  the  porter,  she  said  to  him, 
"Get  up  and  prepare  yourself  to  serve  in 
what  we  are  going  about ;  a  man  like  you, 
who  is  one  of  the  family,  ought  not  to  be 
idle."  The  iiorter,  being  somewhat  recov- 
ered from  his  wine,  got  up  immediately,  and 
having  tied  the  sleeve  of  his  gown  to  his 
belt,  answered,  "Here  am  I,  ready  to  obey 
your  commands  in  anything. "  ' '  Very  well, " 
replied  Safie,  "stay  till  you  are  spoken  to  ; 
you  shall  not  be  idle  very  long."  A  little 
time  after.  Amine  came  in  with  a  chair, 
which  she  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room ; 
and  then  went  to  a  closet,  which  having 
ojjened,  she  beckoned  to  the  jiorter,  and  said 
to  him,  "Come  hither  and  help  me;"  which 
he  obeying,  entered  the  closet,  and  returned 
immediately,  leading  two  black  bitches,  with 
each  of  them  a  collar  and  chain;  they  looked 
as  if  they  had  been  severely  whipped  with 
rods,  and  he  brought  them  into  the  middle 
of  the  room. 

Then  Zobeide,  rising  from  her  seat  l)e- 
tween  the  calenders  and  the  caliph,  marched 
very  gravely  towards  the  porter.  "Come 
on,"  said  she,  with  a  great  sigh;  "let  us 
perform  our  duty."  Then  tucking  up  her 
sleeves  above  her  elbows,  and  receiving  a  rod 
from  Safie,  "Porter,"  said  she,  "deliver  one 
of  the  bitches  to  my  sister  Amine,  and  come 
to  me  with  the  other." 

The  i)orter  did  as  he  was  commanded. 
The  bitch  that  he  held  in  his  hand  Ijegan  to 
cry,  and  turning  towaixls  Zobeide,  held  her 
head  uj)  in  a  begging  jiosture  ;  but  Zobeide, 
having  no  regard  to  the  sad  countenance  of 
the  bitch,  which  would  have  moved  pity, 
nor  her  cries,  that  resounded  through  the 
house,  whip2)ed  her  with  the  rod  tiU  she  was 
out  of  breath ;  and  having  spent  her  strength, 
that  she  could  strike  no  more,   she  threw 
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down  tlic  rod,  and  taking  the  cliain  from  the 
porter,  lifted  iip  the  bitch  by  her  paws,  and 
looking  upon  her  with  a  sad  and  pitiful 
countenance,  they  booh  wept :  after  which, 
Zobeide,  with  her  handkerchief,  wiped  the 
teai's  from  the  bitch's  eye,  kissed  her,  re- 
tui-ned  the  chain  to  the  porter,  bade  him 
carry  her  to  the  place  whence  he  took  her, 
and  bring  her  the  other.  The  jiorter  led 
back  the  whipped  bitch  to  the  closet,  and 
receiving  the  other  from  Amine,  j)rescnted 
her  to  Zobeide,  who  bade  the  porter  hold 
her  as  he  did  the  first,  took  up  the  rod,  and 
treated  her  after  the  same  manner ;  and  when 
she  had  wept  over  her,  dried  her  eyes,  and 
kissed  her,  and  returned  her  to  the  porter  : 
but  lovely  Amine  spared  him  the  troid>le  of 
leading  her  back  into  the  closet,  and  did  it 
herself.  The  three  calenders  and  the  caliph, 
•with  his  companions,  were  extremely  sur- 
jiriscd  at  this  execution,  and  could  not  com- 
prehend why  Zobeide,  after  having  so 
ftiriously  whipped  those  two  bitches,  that 
by  the  Mussulman  religion  are  reckoned  un- 
clean animals,  shoidd  cry  with  them,  wipe 
oft"  their  tears,  and  kiss  them  :  they  muttered 
amongthemsclvcs,  and  the  caliph,  who,  being 
more  impatient  than  the  rest,  longed  ex- 
ceedingly to  be  informed  of  the  cause  of 
so  strange  an  action,  could  not  forbear 
makmg  signs  to  the  vizier  to  ask  the  ques- 
tion ;  the  vizier  turned  his  head  another  way ; 
but  being  pressed  by  repeated  signs,  he  an- 
swered by  others  that  it  was  not  yet  time 
for  the  caliph  to  satisfy  his  curiosity. 

Zobeide  sat  still  some  time  in  the  middle 
of  the  room,  where  she  had  whipped  the  two 
bitches,  to  recover  herself  of  the  fatigue; 
and  fair  Safie  called  to  her,  ' '  Dear  sister, 
■will  you  not  be  pleased  to  return  to  your 
place,  that  I  may  also  act  my  part?"  "Yes, 
sister,"  replied  Zobeide  ;  and  then  went  and 
sat  down  upon  the  sofa,  having  the  caliph, 
Giafar,  and  Mesrour  on  her  right  hand,  and 
the  three  calenders,  with  the  porter,  on  her 
left. 

Here  said  Scheherazade  to  the  sultan, 
Sir,  what  has  been  hitherto  told  your  ma- 
jesty must,  without  doubt,  appear  very 
strange  ;  but  what  yet  remains  is  more  won- 
derful, and  I  am  persuaded  j^our  majesty 
will  think  so,  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  give 
me  leave  to  finish  the  story  next  night. 
The  sidtan  agreed  to  it,  and  got  up  because 
it  was  day. 


The  Thirty-Fifth  Night. 

DiNARZADE  was  no  sooner  awake  next  morn- 
ing but  she  called.  Sister,  if  you  are  not 
asleep,  pray  continue  the  fine  story  of  the 
tliree  sisters.  The  sultaness  remembering 
where  she  left  off,  addressed  herself  to  the 
sultan  and  went  on  as  follows :  Sir,  after 


Zol)eide  sat  down,  the  whole  company  was 
silent  for  a  while  ;  at  last  Safie,  sitting  on  a 
chair  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  spoke  to  her 
sister  Amine  :  "Dear  sister,  I  conjure  you 
to  rise  up ;  yoii  know  well  enough  what  I 
woidd  say."  Amine  rose,  and  went  into 
another  closet,  near  to  that  where  the  bitches 
were,  and  brought  out  a  case  covered  with 
yellow  satin,  richly  embroidered  with  gold, 
and  green  silk  :  she  came  near  Satic  and 
opened  the  case,  from  whence  she  took  a 
lute,  and  presented  it  to  her;  and  after 
some  time  spent  in  tuning  it,  Safie  began  to 
play  and  accompany  it  with  her  voice.  She 
sung  a  song  about  the  torments  that  absence 
creates  to  lovers  with  so  much  sweetness, 
that  it  charmed  the  caliiih  and  all  the  com- 
pany. Having  sung  with  a  great  deal  of 
passion  and  action,  she  said  to  lovely  Amine, 
"Pray  take  it,  sister,  for  I  can  do  no  more ; 
my  voice  fails  me :  oblige  the  company  with 
a  tune  and  a  song  in  my  room."  "Very 
willingly,"  replied  Amine,  who,  taking  the 
lute  from  her  sister  Safie,  sat  down  in  her 
place. 

Amine,  after  some  small  trial,  to  see 
whether  the  instrument  was  ua  tune,  played 
and  sung  almost  as  long  upon  the  same  suIj- 
ject,  but  with  so  much  vehemency,  and  she 
was  so  much  affected,  or  rather  transported 
by  the  words  of  the  song,  that  her  strength 
failed  her  as  she  made  an  end  of  it. 

Zobeide,  willing  to  testify  her  satisfaction, 
said,  "  Sister,  you  have  done  wonders,  and 
we  may  easily  see  that  you  feel  the  grief 
you  have  expressed  in  so  lively  a  manner." 
Amine  was  prevented  from  answering  this 
civility,  her  heart  being  so  sensibly  touched 
at  the  same  moment,  that  she  was  obliged, 
for  air,  to  uncover  her  neck  and  breast, 
which  did  not  appear  so  fair  as  might  have 
been  expected  from  such  a  lady  as  she ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  black  and  full  of  scars, 
which  frighted  all  the  spectators.  However, 
this  gave  her  no  ease,  but  she  fell  into  a  fit. — 
Here  Scheherazade  stopped,  saying,  Sir,  I 
had  almost  forgot  that  it  is  day.  With  this 
she  ended  her  discourse,  and  the  siiltan  arose 
from  bed.  And  though  this  prince  had  not 
resolved  to  defer  the  death  of  the  sultaness, 
he  coidd  not,  at  this  time,  have  determined 
to  take  away  her  life  ;  his  curiosity  was  so 
great  to  hear  out  the  story,  which  had  so 
many  unheard-of  events. 


The  Thirty-Sixth  Night. 

DiNARZADE  awaked  her  sister  as  formerly, 
saying.  Dear  sister,  I  pray  you  to  con- 
tinue the  story  of  the  ladies  and  the  ca- 
lenders. Upon  which  she  resumed  her 
discourse  in  the  manner  following  : — 
When  Zobeide  and  Safie  ran  to  help  their 
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sister,  one  of  the  calenders  could  not  for- 
bear to  say,  "We  had  better  have  slept  in 
the  streets  than  have  come  hither,  had  we 
thought  to  have  seen  such  spectacles." 
The  caliph,  who  heard  this,  came  to  him 
and  the  other  calenders,  and  asked  them 
what  might  be  the  meaning  of  aU  this. 
They  answered,  "Sir,  we  know  no  more 
than  you  do."  "  What !  "  says  the  cahph, 
' '  arc  you  not  of  the  family  ?  nor  can  you 
resolve  us  concerning  the  two  black  bitches, 
and  the  lady  that  fainted  away,  and  has 
been  so  basely  abused?"  "Sir,"  said  the 
calenders,  "this  is  the  first  time  that  ever 
we  were  in  the  house,  and  we  came  in  but 
a  few  minutes  before  yoxi." 

This  increased  the  caliph's  astonishment. 
"It  may  be,"  says  he,  "this  other  man 
that  is  with  yo\i  may  know  something  of 
it."  One  of  the  calenders  made  a  sign  for 
the  porter  to  come  near,  and  asked  him 
whether  he  knew  why  those  two  black 
bitches  had  been  whipped,  and  why 
Amine's  bosom  was  so  scarred  ?  "  Su'," 
said  the  porter,  "I  can  swear  by  heaven 
that  if  you  know  nothing  of  all  this,  I 
know  as  little  as  you  do.  It  is  true  I  live 
in  this  city,  but  I  never  was  in  the  house 
ujitil  now  ;  and  if  you  are  sm-prised  to  see 
me  here,  I  am  as  much  to  find  myself  in 
your  company  ; — and  that  which  increases 
my  wonder  is,  that  I  have  not  seen  one  man 
with  these  ladies." 

The  caliph  and  his  company,  as  well  as 
the  calenders,  supposed  the  porter  had  been 
one  of  the  family,  and  hoped  he  could  in- 
form them  of  what  they  desired  to  linow  ; 
but  finding  he  coidd  not,  and  resolving  to 
satisfy  his  curiosity,  cost  what  it  woidd,  he 
said  to  the  rest,  ' '  Look  ye,  we  are  here 
seven  men,  and  have  but  three  women  to 
deal  with  ;  let  us  try  if  we  can  oblige  them 
to  satisfy  us,  and  if  they  refuse  it  by  fair 
means,  Ave  are  in  a  condition  to  force  them 
to  it." 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar  was  agamst  this 
method,  and  shewed  the  caliph  what  might 
be  the  consequence  of  it :  but,  without  clis- 
covering  the  prince  to  the  calenders,  ad- 
di-essed  him  as  if  he  had  been  a  merchant 
thiis  :  "  Sii',  consider,  I  pray  you,  that  our 
reputation  lies  at  stake.  You  know  veiy 
well  upon  what  conditions  these  ladies  were 
ready  to  receive  us,  and  we  also  agreed  to 
them  ;  what  wiU  they  say  of  us  if  we  break 
them  V  We  shall  be  still  more  to  Ijlarae  if 
any  mischief  befall  us  ;  for  it  is  not  likely 
that  they  would  demand  such  a  promise  of 
us,  if  they  did  not  know  themselves  to  be  in 
a  condition  to  make  us  repent  the  breaking 
of  it." 

Here  the  vizier  took  the  caliph  aside,  and 
whispered  to  him  thus:  "Sir,  the  night 
will  soon  be  at  an  end  ;  and  if  your  majesty 
■wall  only  be  pleased  to  have  so  much  patience, 


I  will  take  these  ladies  to-morrow  morning, 
and  bring  them  before  j'our  throne,  where 
you  may  be  informed  of  all  that  you  desire 
to  know."  Though  this  advice  was  very 
judicious,  the  caliph  rejected  it,  bade  the 
vizier  hold  his  tongue,  and  said  he  would 
not  stay  till  then,  but  would  have  satisfac- 
tion in  the  matter  presently. 

The  next  business  was  to  know  who 
shoidd  cany  the  message.  The  caliph  en- 
deavoui-ed  to  prevail  with  the  calenders  to 
speak  first,  but  they  excxLsed  themselves ; 
and  at  last  they  agreed  that  the  porter 
shoidd  be  the  man  :  and  as  they  were  con- 
sulting how  to  word  this  fatal  question, 
Zobeide  returned  from  her  sister  Amine, 
who  was  recovered  of  her  fit,  drew  near 
them,  and,  having  overheard  them  speak- 
ing pretty  loud,  and  with  some  passion,  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  subject  of  your 
discourse  ?  what  are  you  disputing  aboiit?" 

The  porter  answered  immediately,  "Ma- 
dam, these  gentlemen  pray  you  to  let  them 
imderstand  wherefore  you  wejjt  over  your 
two  bitches  after  you  whipped  them  so 
severely,  and  how  that  lady's  bosom,  who 
lately  fainted  away,  comes  to  be  so  full  of 
scars.  This  is  what  I  am  ordered  to  ask  in 
their  name." 

At  these  words,  Zobeide  looked  with  a 
stern  countenance ;  and,  tiu-ning  towards 
the  caliph  and  the  rest  of  the  company, 
"Is  this  true,  gentlemen,"  said  she,  "that 
you  have  given  him  orders  to  ask  me  this 
qiiestion?"  All  of  them,  except  the  vizier 
Giafar,  who  spoke  not  a  word,  answered 
yes.  On  which  she  told  them,  in  a  tone 
that  sufficiently  exi)ressed  her  resentment, 
"Before  we  granted  you  the  favour  of 
being  received  into  our  house,  and  to  pre- 
vent aU  occasion  of  trouble  from  you,  be- 
cause we  are  alone,  we  did  it  ujion  condition 
that  you  shoidd  not  speak  of  anything  that 
did  not  concern  you,  lest  you  might  come  to 
hear  that  which  woidd  not  please  you  ;  and 
yet,  after  having  received  and  entertained 
you  as  weU  as  we  possibly  could,  you  make 
no  scruple  to  break  your  promise.  It  is 
true  that  oiu-  easy  temper  has  occasioned 
this,  but  that  shaU  not  excuse  you,  for 
your  proceedings  are  very  xmhandsome." 
As  she  spoke  these  words,  she  gave  three 
hard  knocks  with  her  foot,  and  clapping 
her  hands  as  often  together,  cried,  "  Come 
quick."  Upon  this,  a  door  flew  open,  and 
seven  strf)ng,  sturdy  black  slaves,  with 
scimitars  in  their  hands,  rushed  in  ;  every 
one  seized  a  man,  tlu-ew  him  on  the  ground, 
and  dragged  him  into  the  middle  of  the 
room,  in  order  to  cut  off  his  head. 

We  may  easily  conceive  what  a  fright  the 
caliph  was  in  ;  he  then  repented,  but  too 
late,  that  he  had  not  taken  his  vizier's  ad- 
vice. In  the  meantime,  this  unhappy 
prince,  Giafar,  Mesrour,  the  porter,  and  the 
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c;\lenclers,  were  upon  the  point  of  losing 
their  lives  by  their  indiscreet  curiosity. 
But  before  they  would  strike  the  fatal  blow 
one  of  the  slaves  said  to  Zobcide  and  her 


sisters,  "  High,  mighty,  and  adoi-able  mis- 
tresses, do  you  command  us  to  cut  their 
throats  ?"  "  Stay,"  says  Zobeide,  "  I  must 
examine  them  hrst. "     The  frightened  porter 


interrupted  her  thus:  "In  the  name  of 
heaven,  do  not  make  mo  die  for  another 
man's  crime  !  T  am  innocent — they  are  to 
blame.  Alas  ! "  said  he,  crying,  ' '  how 
pleasantly  did  we  pass  our  time!  Those 
blind  calenders  are  the  cause  of  this  misfor- 
tune ;  there  is  no  town  in  the  world  but 
suffers  wherever  these  inauspicious  fellows 
come.  Madam,  I  beg  you  not  to  destroy 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty,  and  consider 
that  it  is  more  glorious  to  pardon  such  a 
wretch  as  I  am,  who  have  no  way  to  help 
myself,  than  to  sacrifice  me  to  your  resent- 
ment." 

Zobeide,  notwithstanding  her  anger,  could 
not  but  laugh  within  herself  at  the  porter's 
lamentation ;  but,  without  answering  him, 
she  spoke  a  second  time  to  the  rest :  "  An- 
swer me,"  said  she,  "  and  tell  me  who  you 
are,  otherwise  you  shaU  not  live  one  moment 
longer.  I  cannot  believe  you  to  be  honest 
men,  nor  persons  of  authority  or  distinction 
in  your  o-\vn  countries  ;  for  if  you  were,  you 
would  have  been  modest  and  more  respect- 
fid  to  us." 

The  caliph,  who  was  naturally  impatient, 
was  infinitely  more  impatient  than  the  rest 
to  find  his  life  depend  upon  the  command  of 
a  lady  justly  incensed  ;  but  he  began  to  con- 
ceive some  hopes  when  he  saw  she  woidd 
know  who  they  were  ;  for  he  imagined  she 
would  not  take  away  his  life  when  once  she 
came  to  be  informed  who  he  was :  there- 
fore he  spoke  with  a  low  voice  to  the  vizier, 


who  was  near  him,  to  declare  speedily  who 
he  was  ;  but  the  vizier,  being  more  prudent, 
resolved  to  save  his  master's  houom-,  and 
not  let  the  world  know  the  affront  he  had 
brought  upon  himself  by  his  own  weakness ; 
and  therefore  answered,  "We  have  what 
we  deserve."  But  if  he  would  have  spoke 
in  obedience  to  the  caliph,  Zobeide  did  not 
give  him  time  ;  for,  having  turned  to  the 
calenders,  and  seeing  them  all  three  blind 
with  one  eye,  she  asked  if  they  were 
brothers.  One  of  them  answered,  "No, 
madam,  no  otherwise  than  as  we  are  calen- 
ders ;  that  is  to  say,  as  Ave  observe  the 
same  rules."  "Were  you  born  blind  of 
the  right  eye  ?  "  replied  she.  ' '  No,  madam, " 
answered  he;  "I  lost  my  eye  in  such  a 
surprising  adventiu-e,  that  it  would  be  in- 
structive to  everybody  were  it  in  writing. 
After  that  misfortune,  I  shaved  my  beard 
and  eyebrows,  and  took  the  habit  of  a 
calender,  which  I  now  wear." 

Zobeide  asked  the  other  two  calenders 
the  same  question,  and  had  the  same  an- 
swer; but  he  who  spoke  last  added,  "Ma- 
dam, to  shew  you  that  we  are  no  common 
fcUows,  and  that  you  may  have  some  consi- 
deration for  us,  be  pleased  to  know  that 
we  are  all  three  sous  of  kings ;  and  though 
we  never  met  together  till  this  evening,  yet 
we  have  had  time  enough  to  make  that 
knoAvn  to  one  another ;  and  I  assure  you 
that  the  kings  from  whom  we  derive  our 
being  made  some  noise  in  the  world. " 
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At  this  discourse,  Zobeide  assuaged  lier 
anger,  and  said  to  the  slaves,  "Give  them 
their  liberty  a  while,  but  stay  here.  Those 
who  tell  us  their  history,  and  the  occasion 
of  their  coming,  do  them  no  hurt,  let  them 
go  where  they  please  ;  but  do  not  spare 
those  who  refuse  to  give  us  that  satisfac- 
tion."— Here  Scheherazade  stopped ;  and 
her  silence,  as  well  as  daylight,  giving  the 
sultan  to  know  that  it  was  time  for  him  to 
rise,  he  got  up,  and  resolved  to  hear  the 
rest  of  the  story  next  night ;  for  he  was  im- 
patient to  know  who  these  three  one-eyed 
calenders  were. 


The  Thirty-Seventh  Night. 

DiNAKZADE,  who  also  took  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  hear  the  sultancss's  stories,  said 
to  her,  about  the  close  of  the  following 
night,  Dear  sister,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  I 
conjure  you  to  go  on  with  the  agreeable 
story  of  the  three  calenders. 

Scheherazade  asked  leave  of  the  sultan, 
and  having  oljtained  it.  Sir,  said  she,  the 
three  calenders,  the  caliph,  the  grand  vizier 
Giafar,  the  eunuch  Mcsrour,  and  the  porter 
were  all  in  the  middle  of  the  hall,  seated 
upon  a  foot-carpet,  in  the  presence  of  the 
three  ladies,  who  sat  iipon  a  sofa,  and  the 
slaves  stood  ready  to  do  whatever  their  mis- 
tresses shoidd  command. 

The  porter,  understanding  that  he  might 
extricate  himself  from  danger  by  telling  his 
history,  spoke  first,  and  said,  ' '  Madam,  you 
know  my  history  already,  and  the  occasion 
of  my  coming  hither  ;  so  that  what  I  have 
to  say  win  be  very  short.  My  lady,  your 
sister  there,  called  me  this  morning  at  the 
place  where  I  plied  as  porter  to  see  if  any- 
body woidd  employ  me,  that  I  might  get 
my  bread.  I  followed  her  to  a  vintner's, 
then  to  an  herb-shop,  then  to  one  that  sold 
oranges,  lemons,  and  citrons,  then  to  a 
grocer's,  next  to  a  confectioner's  and  a 
druggist's,  with  my  basket  upon  my  head 
as  full  as  I  was  able  to  carry  it;  then  I 
came  hither,  where  you  had  the  goodness 
to  suiTer  me  to  continue  till  now, — a  favour 
that  I  shall  never  forget.  This,  madam,  is 
my  history." 

When  the  porter  had  done,  Zobeide  said 
to  him,  "  Go,  march,  let  us  see  you  no  more 
here."  "Madam,"  replied  the  porter,  "I 
beg  you  to  let  me  stay  :  it  would  not  be  just, 
after  the  rest  have  had  the  pleasure  to  hear 
my  history,  that  I  should  not  also  have  the 
satisfaction  to  hear  theirs."  And,  having 
spoken  thus,  he  sat  down  at  the  end  of  the 
sofa,  glad  at  heart  to  have  escaped  the  dan- 
ger that  had  frightened  him  so  much.  After 
him,  one  of  the  three  calenders,  directing 
his  speech  to  Zobeide,  as  the  principal  of 


the  three  ladies,  and  the  person  that  com- 
manded him  to  speak,  began  his  story 
thus : — 


tub  history  of  the  first  calender,  a 
king's  son. 

!PJadam,  in  order  to  inform  j'ou  how  I 
lost  my  right  eye,  and  why  I  was  obliged  to 
l)ut  myself  into  a  calender's  habit,  I  must 
tell  you  that  I  am  a  king's  son  born :  the 
king  my  father  had  a  brother  that  reigned, 
as  he  did,  over  a  neighbouring  kingdom; 
and  the  prince  his  son  and  I  were  nearly  of 
the  same  age. 

After  I  had  learned  my  exercises,  and  the 
king  my  father  granted  me  such  liberty  as 
suited  my  dignity,  I  went  regularly  every 
j-ear  to  see  my  uncle,  at  Avhose  court  I 
amused  myself  for  a  month  or  two,  and  then 
returned  again  to  my  father's.  These  seve- 
ral journeys  cemented  a  firm  and  intimate 
friendshij)  between  the  pi'ince  my  cousin  and 
myself.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  he  re- 
ceived me  with  greater  demonstrations  of 
tenderness  than  he  had  done  at  any  time 
before ;  and  resol\ang  one  day  to  give  me 
a  treat,  he  made  great  i)reparations  for  that 
purpose.  We  continued  a  long  time  at 
table;  and  after  we  had  both  supped,  "Cou- 
sin," said  he,  "you  will  hardly  be  able  to 
guess  how  I  have  been  employed  since  your 
last  departure  from  hence,  now  about  a  year 
past.  I  have  had  a  great  many  men  at  work 
to  perfect  a  design  I  have  in  my  mind :  I 
have  caused  an  edifice  to  be  built,  which  is 
now  finished  so  as  to  be  habitable;  you  will 
not  be  dis^Jeased  if  I  shew  it  you.  But 
first  you  are  to  promise  me,  upon  oath,  that 
you  will  keep  my  secret,  according  to  tlie 
confidence  I  repose  in  you. " 

The  affection  and  familiarity  that  sub- 
sisted between  us  woidd  not  allow  me  to 
refuse  him  anything.  I  very  readily  took 
the  oath  required  of  me :  upon  which  he 
said  to  me,  "  Stay  here  till  I  return — I  will 
be  with  you  in  a  moment ;"  and  accordingly 
he  came  Avith  a  lady  in  his  hand,  of  singular 
beauty,  and  magnificently  apparelled.  He 
did  not  intimate  who  she  was,  neither  did  I 
think  it  was  polite  in  me  to  inquire.  We 
sat  down  again  Avith  this  lady  at  table,  where 
we  continued  some  time,  conversing  upon 
indifferent  subjects,  and  now  and  then  filling 
a  glass  to  each  other's  health.  After  which 
the  jirince  said,  "Cousin,  we  must  lose  no 
time;  therefore  pray  oblige  me  by  taking 
this  lady  along  with  you,  and  conducting 
her  to  such  a  place,  where  you  will  see  a 
tomb  newly  built  in  form  of  a  dome.  You 
will  easily  know  it,  the  gate  is  open;  go  in 
there  together,  and  tarry  till  I  come,  which 
will  be  very  speedily." 

Being  true  to  my  oath,  I  made  no  farther 
inquiry,  but  took  the  lady  by  the  hand,  and, 
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by  the  dirootioiis  wliicli  the  jmnce  my  cousin 
had  given  nie,  I  brought  her  to  tlie  i)lace, 
by  the  light  of  the  moon,  without  missing 
one  step  of  the  way.  We  were  scarcely  got 
thither,  when  we  saw  the  prince  following 
after,  carrying  a  little  pitcher  with  water,  a 
hatchet,  and  a  little  bag  with  plaster. 

The  hatchet  served  him  to  break  down  the 
empty  sepulchre  in  the  middle  of  the  tomb ; 
he  took  away  the  stones  one  after  another, 
and  laid  them  in  a  corner.  When  all  this 
was  taken  away,  he  digged  up  the  ground, 
where  I  saw  a  trap-door  vmder  the  sepulchre, 
which  he  lifted  up,  and  imderneath  per- 
ceived the  head  of  a  staircase  leading  into  a 
vault.  Then  my  cousin,  sjieaking  to  the 
lady,  said,  "  Madam,  it  is  by  this  way  that 
we  are  to  go  to  the  place  I  told  you  of." 


Upon  which,  the  lady  drew  nigh,  and  went 
do-mi,  and  the  prince  began  to  follow;  but 
first,  turning  to  me,  said,  "  My  dear  cousin, 
I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble 
you  have  taken ;  I  thank  you.  Adieu."  I 
cried,  "Dear  cousin,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
this?"  "Be  content,"  replied  he;  "you 
may  return  l^ack  the  same  way  you  came." 
Scheherazade  having  proceeded  thus  far, 
saw  day  appear,  which  itrevented  her  pro- 
ceeding any  farther.  The  sidtan  got  up, 
but  longed  very  much  to  know  the  design 
of  the  prince  and  his  lady,  who  seemed  as  if 
they  had  a  mind  to  bury  themselves  alive ; 
and  impatiently  waited  for  next  night,  that 
he  might  be  thoroughly  informed  of  it. 


The  Tliirty-Eighth  Night. 

DiXAr./ADE   awakened   the    sidtaness    next 
night  as  usual,  and  prayed  her  to  continue 


the  history  of  the  first  calender.  Schahriar 
having  also  signified  to  the  sultaness  that  it 
would  be  very  pleasing  to  him,  she  resumed 
the  thread  of  her  discourse  as  follows : — 

Madam,  said  the  calender  to  Zobeide,  I 
could  get  nothing  farther  from  him,  but  was 
obliged  to  take  leave  of  him.  As  T  re- 
turned to  my  uncle's  palace,  the  vapours  of 
the  wine  got  up  into  my  head ;  however,  I  got 
to  my  apartment,  and  went  to  bed.  Next 
morning,  when  I  awaked,  I  began  to  reflect 
upon  what  had  happened  the  night  before ; 
and  after  recollecting  all  the  circumstances 
of  such  a  singular  adventure,  I  fancied  it 
-^vas  nothing  Ijut  a  dream.  Full  of  these 
thoughts,  I  sent  to  see  if  the  prince,  my 
cousin,  was  ready  to  receive  a  visit  from 
me ;  but  when  they  brought  word  back  that 
he  did  not  lie  in  his  own  lodgings  that  night, 
they  knew  not  what  was  become  of  him,  and 
were  in  much  trouble  about  it,  I  conceived 
that  the  strange  event  of  the  tomb  was  but 
too  true.  I  was  sensibly  afflicted  at  it;  and 
stealing  away  privately  from  my  people,  I 
went  to  the  public  burying-place,  where 
there  was  a  vast  number  of  tombs  like  that 
which  I  had  seen.  I  spent  the  day  in  view- 
ing them  one  after  another,  but  could  not 
find  that  I  sought  for ;  and  thus  I  spent  f our 
days  successively  in  vain. 

You  must  know  that  all  this  while  the 
king  my  uncle  was  absent,  and  had  been 
hunting  for  several  days ;  and  I  grew  weary 
of  staying  for  him,  and  having  prayed  his 
ministers  to  make  my  apology  to  him  at  his 
return,  I  left  his  palace,  and  set  out  towards 
my  father's  court,  from  which  I  had  never 
been  so  long  absent  before.  I  left  the  mini- 
sters of  the  kmg  my  uncle  in  great  trouble 
to  think  what  was  become  of  the  prince  my 
cousin ;  but  because  of  the  oath  I  had  made 
to  keep  his  secret,  I  durst  not  tell  them  of 
anything  that  I  had  seen  or  knew,  in  order 
to  make  them  easy. 

I  arrived  at  my  father's  capital,  the  usual 
place  of  his  residence,  where,  contrary  to 
custom,  I  found  a  great  guard  at  the  gate  of 
the  palace,  who  surrounded  mo  as  I  entered. 
I  asked  the  reason,  and  the  commanding 
officer  replied,  "Prince,  the  army  has  pro- 
claimed the  grand  vizier  king  instead  of 
your  father,  who  is  dead,  and  I  take  yen 
prisoner  in  the  name  of  the  new  king."  At 
these  words  the  guards  laid  hold  of  me,  and 
carried  me  before  the  tyrant.  I  leave  you 
to  judge,  madam,  how  much  I  was  surprised 
and  grieved. 

This  rebel  vizier  had  long  entertained  a 
mortal  hatred  against  me,  for  this  reason  : — 
When  I  was  a  stripling,  I  loved  to  shoot 
with  a  cross-bow;  and  being  one  day  upon 
the  terrace  of  the  palace  with  my  bow, 
a.  bird  happening  to  come  by,  I  shot,  but 
missed  him,  and  the  ball  by  misfortune  hit 
the  vizier,  who  was  taking  the  air  upon  the  I 
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terrace  of  his  ()\vn  liou.sc,  and  jrat  out  one  of 
his  eyes.  As  soon  as  I  understood  it,  I  not 
only  sent  to  make  my  excuses  to  him,  but 
did  it  in  person  ;  yet  he  always  resented  it, 
and,  as  opportunity  offered,  made  me  sen- 
sible of  it :  but  now,  madam,  that  he  had 
me  in  his  power,  he  expressed  his  resent- 
ment in  a  very  barbarous  manner  ;  for  he 
came  to  me  like  a  madman,  as  soon  as  ever 
he  saw  me,  and  thrustinc;  his  finger  into  my 
right  eye,  pulled  it  out  himself ;  and  so, 
madam,  I  became  blind  of  one  eye. 

But  the  usurper's   cruelty  did   not    stop 
here  ;  he  ordered  me  to  be  shut  up  in  a  box, 
and  conmianded  the   executioner   to    carry 
me  into  the  country,  to   cut  off  my  head, 
and  leave  me  to  be  devoured  by  the  birds 
of  prey.     The  executioner  and  another  man 
carried  me  thus  shut  up  on  horseback  into 
the  country,  in  order  to  execute  the  usurp- 
er's barbarous  sentence  ;  but  by  my  prayers 
and  tears  I  moved  the  executioner's  com- 
passion.     "Go,"  said  he  to  me,    "get  you 
speedily  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  take  heed 
of  ever  returning  to  it,  otherwise  you  ■will 
I  certainly  meet  your  own  ruin,    and  be  the 
!  cause    of   mine."     I    thanked  him  for   the 
:  favour  he  did  me  ;  and  as  soon  as  I  was  left 
I  alone,  I  comforted  myself  for  the  loss  of  my 
eye,  by  considering  that  I  had  very  narrowly 
1  escaped  much  greater  danger. 
I       Being  in  such  a  condition,   I  could  not 
I  travel  far  at  a  time  :  I  retired  to  remote 
places  while  it  was  day,  and  travelled  as  far 
by  night   as  my  strength  woidd  allow  me. 
i  At  last  I  arrived  in  the   dominions  of  the 
king  my  uncle,  and  came  to  his  capital. 

I  gave  him  a  long  detail  of  the  tragical 
cause  of  my  return,  and  of  the  sad  condition 
he  saw  me  in.  "  Alas! "  cried  he,  "  was  it 
not  enough  for  me  to  have  lost  my  son,  but 
must  I  have  news  also  of  the  death  of  a 
brother  I  loved  so  dearly,  and  see  you  also 
reduced  to  this  deplorable  condition?"  He 
told  me  how  uneasy  he  was,  that  he  could 
hear  nothing  of  his  son,  notwithstaudmg  all 
the  diligence  and  inquiry  he  could  make. 
At  these  words,  the  unfortunate  father 
burst  out  into  tears,  and  was  so  much 
afflicted  that,  pitying  his  gi'ief,  it  was  im- 
possible for  me  to  keep  the  secret  any 
longer;  so  that,  notmth standing  my  oath 
to  the  pi-ince  my  cousin,  I  told  the  king  his 
father  aU  that  I  knew. 

His  majesty  listened  to  me  with  some  sort 
of  comfort,  and  when  I  had  done,  ' '  Nephew, ' ' 
said  he,  ' '  what  you  tell  me  gives  me  some 
hope.  I  knew  that  my  son  ordered  that 
tomb  to  be  buUt,  and  T  can  guess  i)retty 
near  at  the  place  ;  and  with  the  idea  you 
still  have  of  it,  I  fancy  we  shall  find  it :  but 
since  he  ordered  it  to  be  built  privately, 
and  you  took  your  oath  to  keep  his  secret, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  go  in  qxiest 
of  it  alone,  -without  saying  anything."      But 


he  had  another  reason  for  keeping  the  mat- 
ter secret,  which  he  did  not  then  teU  me  ; 
and  an  important  reason  it  was,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  sequel  of  my  discourse. 

We  disguised  ourselves,  and  went  out  by 
a  door  of  the  garden  which  opened  into  the 
Held,  and  soon  f oimd  what  we  sought  for.  I 
knew  the  tomb,  and  was  the  more  rejoiced 
at  it,  because  I  had  formerly  sought  it  a  long 
time  in  vain.  We  entered,  and  found  the 
iron  trap  pulled  down  iipou  the  entrance  of 
the  staircase  :  we  had  much  ado  to  raise  it, 
Ijecause  the  prince  had  fastened  it  on  the 
inside  with  the  M-ater  and  plaster  formerly 
mentioned ;  but  at  last  we  did  gtt  it  up. 

The  king  my  xmcle  descended  fii'st — I  fol- 
lowed ;  and  we  went  down  about  fifty  steps. 
When  we  came  to  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  we 
found  a  sort  of  ante-chamber,  full  of  a  thick 
smoke,  of  an  ill  scent,  which  obscured  the 
lamp,  that  gave  a  very  fa'nt  light. 

From  this  ante-chamber  we  came  into 
another,  very  large,  supported  by  great 
columns,  and  lighted  by  several  branched 
candlesticks.  There  was  a  cistern  in  the 
middle,  and  provisions  of  several  sorts 
standing  on  one  side  of  it ;  but  we  were 
very  much  surprised  to  see  nobody.  Before 
us  there  appeared  a  high  sofa,  which  we 
moimted  by  several  steps,  and  over  this 
there  appeared  a  very  large  bed,  with  the 
curtains  drawn  close.  The  king  went  up, 
and  opening  the  curtains,  perceived  the 
prince  his  son  and  the  lady  in  bed  together, 
but  burnt  and  changed  to  a  coal,  as  if  they 
had  been  thrown  into  a  great  fire,  and  taken 
out  again  before  they  were  consumed. 

But  what  sui-prised  me  most  of  all  was, 
that  though  this  spectacle  fUied  me  vrith 
horror,  the  king  my  imcle,  instead  of  testi- 
fying his  soiTOw  to  see  the  prince  his  son  in 
such  a  frightful  condition,  spit  on  his  face, 
and  said  to  him  with  a disdainf id  air,  "This 
is  the  punishment  of  this  world,  but  that  of 
the  other  will  last  to  eternity; "and  not  con- 
tent with  this,  he  pulled  off  his  sandal,  and 
gave  his  son  a  great  blow  on  the  cheek 
with  it. 

But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  it  is  day. 
I  am  sorry  your  majesty's  time  will  not 
allow  you  to  hear  me  farther.  This  story 
a^jpearing  very  strange  to  the  sultan,  he  got 
xxp,  resolved  to  hear  the  rest  of  it  next  night. 


The  Thirty-Ninth  Night. 

DiNAEZADE  being  awake  sooner  than  ordi- 
nary, called  her  sister  Scheherazade.  My 
good  sultaness,  said  she,  I  pray  you  make 
an  end  of  your  story  of  the  first  calender, 
for  I  ain  ready  to  die  with  impatience  till  I 
know  the  issue  of  it. — Well,  then,  said 
Scheherazade,  you  rememter  how  the  first 
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oaleuder  continued  liis  sloiy  to  Zobeide  : — 
I  cannot  enough  exi)ress,  madam,  said  he, 
how  much  I  was  astonished  when  I  saw  the 
king  my  uncle  abuse  the  prince  his  son  thus 
after  he  was  dead.  "Sir,"  said  I,  "what- 
ever grief  this  dismal  sight  is  capable  of  im- 
pressing upon  me,  I  am  forced  to  suspend  it, 
on  piirpose  to  ask  your  majesty  what  crime 
the  prince  my  cousin  may  have  committed, 
tliat  his  corpse  should  deserve  this  sort  of 
treatment  V"  "  Nephew,"  replied  the  king, 
' '  I  must  tell  you  that  my  son  (who  is  un- 
worthy of  that  name)  loved  his  sister  from 
his  infancy,  as  she  did  him ;  I  did  not  hinder 
their  growing  love,  because  I  did  not  per- 
ceive the  pernicious  consequence  of  it. 
This  tenderness  increased  as  they  grew  in 
years  to  such  a  height,  that  I  dreaded  the 
end  of  it.  At  last  I  applied  such  remedies 
as  were  in  my  power.  I  not  only  gave  my 
son  a  severe  reprimand  in  private,  laying 
before  him  the  horrible  nature  of  the  pas- 
sion he  entertained,  and  the  eternal  disgrace 
he  woidd  bring  upon  my  family,  if  he  i)er- 
sisted  in  such  criminal  courses,  but  I  also 
represented  the  same  to  my  daughter;  and 
I  shut  her  up  so  close  that  she  coidd  have 
no  conversation  with  her  brother.  But  that 
xinfortimate  creature  had  swallowed  so  )nucli 
of  the  poison,  that  all  the  obstacles  which 
by  my  prudence  I  could  lay  in  the  way 
served  only  to  intlame  her  love. 

' '  My  son  being  jiersuaded  of  his  sister's 
constancy,  on  pretence  of  building  a  tomb, 
caused  this  subterraneous  habitation  to  be 
made,  in  hopes  to  lind  one  day  or  other  an 
opportimity  to  possess  himself  of  that  object 
which  was  the  cause  of  his  flame,  and  to 
bring  her  hither.  He  took  advantage  of  my 
absence  to  enter  by  force  into  the  place  of 
his  sister's  confinement;  but  this  was  a  cir- 
cumstance which  my  honour  would  not  suffer 
me  to  make  public :  and  after  so  damnable 
an  action,  he  came  and  shut  himself  up  with 
her  in  this  place,  which  he  has  supjilied,  as 
you  see,  with  all  sorts  of  provisions,  that  he 
might  enjoy  his  detestable  pleasures  for  a 
long  time,  which  ought  to  be  a  subject  of 
horror  to  all  the  world ;  but  God,  who  would 
not  suffer  such  an  abomination,  has  justly 
pimished  them  both. "  At  these  words,  he 
melted  into  tears,  and  I  joined  mine  with 
his. 

After  a  while,  casting  his  eyes  upon  me, 
"Dear  nephew,"  cried  he,  embracing  me, 
"if  I  have  lost  that  unworthy  son,  I  shall 
haply  find  in  you  what  will  better  supply 
his  place."  The  reflections  he  made  on  the 
doleful  end  of  the  prince  and  princess  his 
daughter  made  us  both  fall  into  a  new  fit  of 
weeping. 

We  went  iip  the  same  stairs  again,  and 
departed  at  last  from  that  dismal  place.  We 
let  down  again  the  trap -door,  and  covered  it 
with  earth,  and  such  other  materials  as  the 


tomb  was  built  of,  on  ijui'ijose  to  hide,  as 
much  as  lay  in  our  power,  so  terrible  an 
effect  of  the  wrath  of  God. 

We  had  not  been  very  long  got  back  to 
the  palace,  unperceived  by  any  one,  when  we 
heard  a  confused  noise  of  trumpets,  drums, 
and  other  instruments  of  war.  We  soon  \\\\- 
derstood  by  the  thick  cloud  of  dust,  which 
almost  darkened  the  air,  that  it  was  the 
arrival  of  a  formidable  army :  and  it  proved 
to  be  the  same  vizier  that  had  dethroned  my 
father,  and  usurped  his  throne,  who,  with  a 
vast  number  of  troops,  was  also  come  to  pos- 
sess himself  of  that  of  the  king  my  iincle. 

That  prince,  who  then  had  only  his  usual 
guards  about  him,  could  not  resist  so  many 
enemies;  they  invested  the  city,  and  the 
gates  being  opened  to  them  without  any  re- 
sistance, they  very  soon  became  masters  of 
the  city,  and  broke  into  the  palace  where 
the  king  my  uncle  was,  who  defended  him- 
self till  he  was  killed,  and  sold  his  life  at  a 
dear  rate :  for  my  part,  I  fought  as  well  as 
I  could  for  a  while;  but  seeing  we  were 
forced  to  submit  to  a  superior  power,  I 
thought  on  my  retreat  and  safety,  which  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  effect  by  some  back 
ways,  and  got  to  one  of  the  king's  servants, 
on  whose  fidelity  I  could  depend. 

Being  thus  surrounded  with  sorrows,  and 
persecuted  by  fortune,  I  had  recoiirse  to  a 
stratagem,  which  was  the  only  means  left 
me  to  save  my  life  :  I  caused  my  beard  and 
eyebrows  to  be  shaved,  and  putting  on  a 
calender's  habit,  I  passed,  unknown  by  any, 
out  of  the  city;  after  that,  by  degrees,  I 
found  it  easy  to  get  out  of  my  uncle's  king- 
dom, by  taking  the  by-roads. 

I  avoided  jiassing  through  towns,  until  I 
was  got  into  the  empire  of  the  mighty  gov- 
ernor of  the  Mussulmans,  the  glorious  and 
renowned  Caliph  Haroun  Airaschid,  when  I 
thought  myself  out  of  danger;  and  consider- 
ing what  I  was  to  do,  I  resolved  to  come  to 
Bagdad,  intending  to  throw  myself  at  the 
feet  of  that  monarch,  whose  generosity  is 
everywhere  applauded.  "  I  shall  move  him 
to  compassion,"  said  I  to  myself,  "by  the  re- 
lation of  my  extraordinary  misfortunes,  and 
withoiit  doubt  he  will  take  jnty  on  such  an 
unfortunate  ^jrince,  and  not  sufler  me  to  im- 
plore his  assistance  in  vain." 

In  short,  after  a  joiu-ney  of  several 
months,  I  arrived  yesterday  at  the  gate  of 
this  city,  into  which  I  entered  about  the 
dusk  of  the  evening  ;  and  stopping  a  little 
while  to  revive  my  spirits,  and  to  consider 
which  way  I  was  to  turn,  this  other  calen- 
der you  see  here  next  to  me  came  up  :  he 
saluted  me,  and  I  him.  "You  appear," 
said  I,  "to  be  a  stranger,  as  I  am."  "You 
are  not  mistaken,"  replied  he.  He  had  no 
sooner  returned  this  answer,  but  that  third 
calender  you  see  there  overtook  us.  He 
saluted  us,  and  told  us  he  was  a  stranger 
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newly  come  to  Bagdad  ;  so  as  brethren  we 
joined  together,  resolving  not  to  separate 
from  one  another. 

^Meanwhile,  it  was  late,  and  we  knew  not 
where  to  seek  a  lodging  in  the  city,  where 
we  had  no  aciiiiaiutance,  and  had  never  been 
before.  But  good  fortune  having  brought 
ns  before  your  gate,  we  made  bold  to  knock, 
when  you  received  us  with  so  much  kind- 
ness, that  we  are  incapable  of  returning  you 
suitable  thanks.  This,  madam,  said  he, 
is  in  obedience  to  your  commands, — the 
account  I  was  to  give  yoti  why  I  lost  my 
right  eye,  wherefore  my  beard  and  eyebrows 
are  shaved,  and  how  I  came  to  be  with  you 
at  this  present  time. 

"  It  is  enough,"  said  Zobeide  ;  "you  may 
retire  to  what  place  you  think  fit."  The 
calender  made  his  excuse,  and  begged  the 
ladies'  leave  to  stay  till  he  had  heard  the 
relations  of  his  two  comrades,  "  whom  I 
cannot,"  said  he,  "leave  with  honour;" 
and  till  he  might  also  hear  those  of  the 
three  other  persons  that  were  in  company. 

Here  Scheherazade  said  to  the  sultan. 
Sir,  the  daylight  which  you  see  prevents 
me  from  going  on  with  the  story  of  the 
second  calender;  but  if  your  majesty  will 
hear  it  to-morrow,  you  will  find  as  much 
satisfaction  in  that  as  in  the  story  of  the 
first.  To  which  the  sidtan  gave  consent, 
and  so  got  up  in  order  to  go  to  council. 


The  Fortieth  Night. 

DiNARZADE,  not  doubting  to  find  as  much 
delight  in  the  story  of  the  second  calender 
as  she  had  in  the  first,  failed  not  to  call 
upon  the  sultaness  before  day.  If  you 
be  not  asleep,  sister,  said  she,  I  would 
pray  you  to  begin  the  story  that  you  pro- 
mised me  :  upon  which,  Scheherazade  ad- 
dressed her  discourse  to  the  sultan,  and 
spoke  as  follows  : — 

Sir,  the  story  of  the  first  calender  seemed 
very  strange  to  the  whole  company,  l)ut 
especially  to  the  caliph  ;  who,  notwith- 
standing the  slaves  stood  by  with  their 
scimitars  in  their  hands,  could  not  forl)ear 
whispering  to  the  vizier, — "Many  stories 
have  I  heard,  but  never  anything  that  came 
near  the  story  of  the  calender."  Whilst  he 
was  saying  this,  the  second  calender  began, 
addressing  his  speech  to  Zobeide. 

the  story  of  the  second  calender,  a 
king's  son. 

Madam,  said  he,  to  obey  your  command, 
and  to  shew  you  by  what  strange  accident 
I  became  blind  of  the  right  eye,  I  must  of 
necessity  give  you  the  whole  account  of 
my  life 


I  was  scarce  past  my  infancy,  when  the 
king  my  father  (for  you  must  know,  madam, 
I  am  a  i^rince  by  birth)  perceived  that  I 
was  endowed  with  a  great  deal  of  sense,  and 
spared  nothing  that  was  proper  for  improv- 
ing it :  he  employed  all  the  men  in  his 
dominions  that  excelled  in  science  and  art, 
to  be  constantly  about  me. 

No  sooner  was  I  able  to  read  and  write 
than  I  learnt  the  Alcoran  from  the  begm- 
ning  to  the  end  by  heart  ;  that  admirable 
book,  which  contains  the  foundation,  the 
precepts,  and  the  rules  of  our  religion  ; 
and  that  I  might  be  thoroughly  instructed 
in  it,  I  read  the  works  of  the  most  approved 
authors,  by  whose  commentaries  it  had 
been  explained.  I  added  to  this  study  that 
of  all  the  traditions  collected  from  the 
mouth  of  our  prophet,  by  the  great  men 
that  were  contemporary  with  him.  I  was 
not  satisfied  with  the  knowledge  of  all  that 
had  any  relation  to  our  religion,  but  made 
also  a  particular  search  into  our  histories. 
I  made  myself  perfect  in  x^olite  learning,  in 
the  works  of  poets,  and  versification.  I 
applied  myself  to  geography,  chronology, 
and  to  speak  our  Arabian  language  in  its 
purity  ;  not  forgetting  in  the  meantime  all 
such  exercises  as  were  proper  for  a  prince 
to  understand.  But  one  thing  which  I  was 
fond  of,  and  succeeded  in  to  admiration, 
was  to  form  the  characters  of  our  Arabian 
language,  wherein  I  surjiassed  all  the  wiit- 
ing-masters  of  our  kingdom  that  had  ac- 
quired the  greatest  reputation. 

Fame  did  me  more  honour  than  I 
deserved,  for  she  not  only  spread  the  re- 
nown of  my  talents  through  all  the  do- 
minions of  the  king  my  father,  but  carried 
it  as  far  as  the  Indian  court,  whose  potent 
monarch,  desirous  to  see  me,  sent  an  ambas- 
sador with  rich  presents,  to  demand  me  of 
my  father,  who  was  extremely  glad  of  this 
embassy  for  several  reasons  :  he  was  per- 
suaded that  nothing  could  be  more  com- 
mendable in  a  i)rince  of  my  age  than  to 
travel  and  visit  foreign  courts  ;  and  he  was 
very  glad  to  gain  the  friendship  of  the 
Indian  sultan.  I  departed  with  the  am- 
bassador, but  with  no  great  retinue,  be- 
cause of  the  length  and  diificulty  of  the 
joixrney. 

When  we  had  travelled  about  a  month, 
we  discovered  at  a  distance  a  great  cloud  of 
dust,  and  under  tiiat  we  saw  very  soon  fifty 
horsemen,  well  armed,  that  were  robbers, 
coming  towards  us  at  full  gallop.  Schehera- 
zade perceiving  day,  told  the  sultan  of  it, 
who  got  up ;  but  desiring  to  know  what 
jiassed  between  the  fifty  men  on  horseback 
and  the  Indian  ambassador,  the  prince  was 
somewhat  impatient  till  next  night  came. 
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The  Forty-First  Night. 

It  was  almost  day  when  Dinarzacle  awoke 
next  morning  and  called  to  her  sister,  If 
you  be  not  asleep,  dear  sister,  T  pray  you 
continue  the  story  of  the  second  calender. 
Scheherazade  began  in  this  manner  : — 

Madam,  said  the  calender  (always  speak- 
ing to  Zobeidc)  as  we  had  ten  horses  laden 
with  baggage  and  other  presents,  that  I 
was  to  carry  to  the  Indian  sultan  from 
the  king  my  father,  and  my  retinue 
was  but  small,  you  may  easily  judge  that 
these  robliers  came  boldly  up  to  us;  and 
not  being  in  a  posture  to  make  any  oppo- 
sition, we  told  them  that  we  were  am- 
bassadors belonging  to  the  sultan  of  the 
Indies,  and  ho])ed  they  Avould  attempt  no- 
thing contrary  to  that  respect  that  is  due  to 
them,  thinking  by  this  means  to  save  our 
equipage  and  our  lives :  but  the  robbers 
most  msolently  replied,  "For  what  reason 
would  you  have  its  shew  any  respect  to  the 
sultan  your  master?  We  are  none  of  his 
subjects,  nor  are  we  upon  his  territories." 
Having  spoken  thus,  they  surrounded  and 
fell  upon  us.  I  defended  myself  as  long  as 
I  could;  but  finding  my.self  wounded,  and 
seeing  the  ambassador  with  his  servants  and 
mine  lying  on  the  ground,  I  made  use  of  what 
strength  was  yet  remaining  in  my  horse, 
who  Avas  also  very  much  v/ounded,  and 
sejiarated  mj^self  from  the  crowd,  and  rode 
away  as  fast  as  he  could  carry  me ;  but  he 
haiipening  all  of  a  sudden  to  fall  under  me, 
by  weariness  and  the  loss  of  blood  he  fell 
down  dead.  I  got  rid  of  him  in  a  trice ;  and 
finding  that  I  was  not  pursued,  it  made  mo 
judge  the  robljers  v/ere  not  willing  to  quit 
the  booty  they  had  got. 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day  coming  on, 
was  obliged  to  stop  here.  0  sister,  said 
Dinarzade,  to-morrow  I  shall  be  more  dili- 
gent, in  hopes  you  will  make  reparation  to 
the  sidtan  for  the  loss  that  his  curiosity  has 
sustained  through  my  neglect.  Schahriar 
arose  without  saying  one  word,  and  went  to 
bis  usual  consultation. 


The  Forty-Second  Night, 

DiXAEZADE  failed  not  to  call  the  sultaness 
a  good  while  before  day.  My  dear  sister, 
said  she,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  I  jiray  you 
resume  the  story  of  the  calender. — I  con- 
sent to  it,  said  Scheherazade;  and  so  con- 
tinued it  in  these  words  : — 

Here  you  see  me,  said  the  calender,  alone, 
wounded,  destitute  of  help,  and  in  a  strange 
country.  I  durst  not  betake  myself  to  tlie 
high  road,  fearing  I  might  fall  again  into 
the  hands  of  these  robbers.     When  I  had 


bound  up  my  wound,  which  was  not  danger- 
ous, I  walked  on  the  rest  of  the  day,  and 
arrived  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  where  I 
perceived  a  passage  into  a  cave.  1  went  in, 
and  staid  there  that  night  with  little  satis- 
faction, after  I  had  eaten  some  fruits  that  I 
gathered  by  the  way. 

I  continued  my  journey  for  several  days 
following  without  finding  any  place  of  abode ; 
but  after  a  month's  time,  I  came  to  a  large 
town,  well  inhabited,  and  situated  so  much 
the  more  advantageously,  as  it  was  sur- 
rounded with  several  rivers,  so  that  it  en- 
joyed perpetual  spring. 

The  pleasant  objects  which  then  jiresented 
themselves  to  my  view  afforded  me  some  joy, 
and  suspended  for  a  time  the  sorrow  with 
which  I  was  overwhelmed  to  find  myself  in 
such  a  condition.  My  face,  hands,  and  feet 
were  black  and  sun-burnt;  and,  by  my  long 
journey,  my  shoes  and  stockings  were  qviite 
worn  out,  so  that  I  was  forced  to  walk  bare- 
footed; and  besides,  my  clothes  were  all  in 
rags.  I  entered  into  the  town  to  inform 
myself  where  I  was,  and  addressed  myself 
to  a  tailor  that  was  at  work  in  his  shop; 
who,  perceiving  by  my  air  that  I  was  a  per- 
son of  more  note  than  my  outward  appear- 
ance bespoke  me  to  be,  made  me  sit  down 
by  him,  and  asked  me  who  I  was,  from 
whence  I  came,  and  what  had  brought  me 
thither?  I  did  not  conceal  anything  of  all 
that  had  befallen  me,  nor  made  I  any  scruple 
to  discover  ray  quality. 

The  tailor  listened  with  attention  to  my 
words;  but  after  I  had  done  speaking,  in- 
stead of  giving  me  any  consolation,  he  aug- 
mented my  sorrow.  "Take  heed,"  said  he, 
' '  how  you  discover  to  any  person  what  you 
have  now  declared  to  me ;  for  the  prince  of 
this  country  is  the  greatest  enemy  that  the 
king  your  father  has,  and  he  will  certaiidy 
do  you  some  mischief  when  he  comes  to 
hear  of  your  being  in  this  city."  I  made 
no  doubt  of  the  tailor's  sincerity  Avhen  he 
named  the  prince  ;  but  since  the  enmity 
which  is  between  my  father  and  him  has 
no  relation  to  my  adventures,  I  must  beg 
your  pardon,  madam,  if  I  pass  it  over  with 
silence. 

I  returned  the  tailor  thanks  for  his  good 
advice,  and  shewed  myself  incHnable  wholly 
to  follow  his  counsel,  and  assured  him  that 
his  favours  shoidd  never  be  forgot  by  me. 
And  as  he  believad  I  could  not  but  be  hungry, 
he  ordered  something  to  be  brought  for  me 
to  eat,  and  olTercd  me  at  the  same  time  a 
lodging  in  his  house,  which  I  accepted. 
Some  days  after,  finding  me  pretty  well  re- 
covered from  the  fatigue  I  had  endured  by  a 
long  and  tedious  journey,  and  reflecting 
that  most  princes  of  our  religion  did  apply 
themselves  to  some  art  or  calling  that  might 
be  serviceable  to  them  upon  occasion,  he 
asked  me  if  I  had  learned  anything  where- 
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by  I  miglit  get  a  livelihood,  and  not  be 
burdensome  to  any  man  ?  I  told  him  that  I 
understood  the  laws,  both  divine  and  human ; 
that  I  was  a  grammarian  and  poet  ;  and 
above  all,  that  I  understood  writing  i^er- 
fectly  well.  "  By  all  this,"  said  he,  "you 
will  not  be  able  in  this  coimtiy  to  purchase 
yourseK  one  morsel  of  bread  ;  nothing  is  of 
Jess  use  here  than  those  sciences  ;  but  if 
you  wiU  be  advised  by  me,"  said  he,  "dress 
yourself  in  a  laboiu-er's  habit ;  and  since 
yoH  appear  to  be  strong,  and  of  a  good  con- 
stitution, you  shall  go  into  the  next  forest, 
and  cut  fire-wood,  Avhich  you  may  bring  to 
the  market  to  be  sold :  and  T  can  assure  you 
it  will  turn  to  so  good  an  accoimt  that  you 
may  live  by  it,  without  dependence  upon 
any  man  ;  and  by  this  means  you  wiU  be 
in  a  condition  to  wait  for  the  favourable 
minute  when  Heaven  shall  think  fit  to  dis- 
pel those  clouds  of  misfortime  that  thwart 
your  happiness,  and  oblige  yoii  to  conceal 
yoLir  birth :  I  M'ill  take  care  to  supply  you 
Avith  a  rope  and  a  hatchet." 

The  fear  of  being  known,  and  the  neces- 
sity I  was  under  of  getting  a  livelihood, 
made  me  agree  to  this  proposal,  notwith- 
standing all  the  meanness  and  hardships 
that  attended  it.  The  day  following  the 
tailor  bought  me  a  rope,  a  hatchet,  and  a 
short  coat,  and  recommended  me  to  some 
poor  people  who  gained  their  bread  after 
the  same  manner,  that  they  might  take  me 
into  their  company.  They  conducted  me  to 
the  wood,  and  the  first  day  I  brought  in  as 
much  upon  my  head  as  brought  me  half  a 
piece  of  gold,  which  is  the  money  of  that 
coimtry :  for  though  the  wood  is  not  far  dis- 
tant from  the  town,  yet  it  was  very  scarce 
there,  by  reason  that  few  or  none  would  be 
at  the  trouble  to  go  and  cut  it.  I  gained  a 
good  sum  of  money  in  a  short  time,  and  re- 
paid my  tailor  what  he  had  advanced  for  me. 

I  continued  this  way  of  living  for  a  whole 
year;  and  one  day  that  by  chance  I  was 
gone  farther  into  the  Avood  than  usual,  I 
happened  to  light  on  a  very  pleasant  place, 
where  I  began  to  cut  down  wood;  and  in 
pidling  uji  the  root  of  a  tree,  I  espied  an 
iron  ring,  fastened  to  a  trap-door  of  the  same 
metal.  I  took  away  the  earth  that  covered 
it,  and  having  lifted  it  np,  saw  stairs,  which 
I  went  down,  with  my  axe  in  my  hand. 

When  I  was  come  to  the  bottom  of  the 
stairs,  I  found  myself  in  a  large  palace, 
which  put  me  into  great  consternation,  be- 
cause of  a  great  light,  which  appeared  as 
clear  in  it  as  if  it  had  been  above  ground, 
in  the  open  air.  I  went  forward  along  a 
gaUery,  supported  by  pillars  of  jasper,  the 
base  and  capitals  of  massy  gold ;  but  seeing 
a  lady  of  a  noble  and  free  aii",  and  extremely 
beautiful,  coming  towards  me,  my  eyes  were 
taken  off  from  beholding  any  other  object 
but  her  alone. 


Here  Scheherazade  stopped,  because  day 
appeared:  but  Dinarzade  said,  Dear  sister, 
I  confess  I  am  extremely  well  pleased  with 
what  you  have  told  us  to-day,  and  I  imagine 
that  the  following  part  must  be  no  less  sur- 
prising.— You  are  not  mistaken,  said  the 
sidtaness,  for  the  remainder  of  this  story  of 
the  second  calender  is  better  worth  my  lord 
the  sidtan's  attention  than  aU  that  he  has 
hitherto  heard. — I  doubt  that,  said  Schah- 
riar,  as  he  was  getting  uj) ;  but  we  shall 
know  that  to-morrow. 


The  Forty-Third  Night. 

The  sultaness  being  awakened  as  usual,  gave 
the  sxiltan  an  account  that  the  second  calen- 
der continued  his  story  thus  : — Being  desir- 
ous, said  he,  to  spare  the  lady  the  trouble 
to  come  to  me,  I  made  haste  to  meet  her; 
and  as  I  was  saluting  her  with  a  low  bow, 
she  asked  me,  ' '  What  are  you — a  man  or  a 
genie?"  "A  man,  madam,"  said  I:  "I 
have  no  correspondence  with  genies."  "By 
what  adventm-e,"  said  she,  fetching  a  deep 
sigh,  "  are  you  come  hither?  I  have  lived 
here  these  twenty-five  years,  and  never  saw 
any  man  but  yourseK  during  that  time." 

Her  great  beauty,  which  had  already 
smitten  me,  and  the  sweetness  and  civility 
wherewith  she  received  me,  emboldened  me 
to  say  to  her,  "Madam,  before  I  have  the 
honour  to  satisfy  j-our  curiosity,  give  me 
leave  to  tell  you  that  I  am  infinitely  satis- 
fied with  this  unexpected  meeting,  which 
offers  me  an  occasion  of  consolation  in  the 
midst  of  my  aflliction;  and  jierhaps  it  may 
give  me  an  opportunity  to  make  you  also 
more  happy  than  you  are."  I  gave  her  a 
true  account  by  what  strange  accident  she 
saw  me,  the  son  of  a  king,  in  such  a  condi- 
tion as  I  then  appeared  in  her  presence ;  and 
how  fortune  directed  that  I  should  discover 
the  entrance  into  that  magnificent  prison 
where  I  had  foimd  her,  but,  according  to 
appearance,  in  an  impleasant  situation. 

"Alas!  prince,"  said  she,  sighing  once 
more,  "you  have  just  cause  to  believe  this 
rich  and  pompous  prison  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  a  most  wearisome  abode ;  the  most 
charming  place  in  the  world  being  no  way 
delightful  when  we  are  detained  there  con- 
trary to  our  will.  It  is  not  possible  but  you 
have  heard  of  the  great  Eijitimarus,  king  of 
the  isle  of  Ebene,  so  called  from  that  pre- 
cious wood  it  produces  in  abundance ;  I  am 
the  princess,  his  daughter. 

"  The  king  my  father  had  chosen  for  me  a 
husband,  a  prince  that  M'as  my  cousin;  but, 
on  my  wedding-night,  in  the  midst  of  the 
rejoicing  that  was  in  the  court  and  the  capital 
city  of  the  kingdom  of  the  isle  of  Ebene,  be- 
fore I  was  given  to  my  husband,  a  genie  took 
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me  away.  I  fainted  at  the  same  moment, 
and  lost  my  senses;  but  wlicn  I  came  to  my- 
self again,  I  foimd  myself  in  this  place.  I 
was  a  long  time  inconsolable,  but  time  and 
necessity  have  accustomed  me  to  see  and  re- 
ceive the  genie.  Twenty-tive  years,  as  I 
told  you  before,  I  have  continued  in  this 
place;  where,  I  must  confess,  I  have  every- 
thing that  I  can  wish  for  necessary  to  life, 
and  also  everything  that  can  satisfy  a  prin- 
cess fond  of  dress  and  fashions. 

' '  Every  ten  days, "  said  the  princess,  ' '  the 
genie  comes  hither  to  lie  with  me  one  night, 
M'hich  he  never  exceeds  ;  and  the  excuse  he 
makes  for  it  is,  that  he  is  married  to  an- 
other wife,  who  woidd  grow  jealous  if  she 
came  to  know  how  unfaithful  he  was  to  her. 
Meanwhile,  if  I  have  occasion  for  him  by 
day  or  night,  as  soon  as  I  touch  a  talisman, 
which  is  at  the  entrance  into  my  chamber, 
the  genie  ajjpears.  It  is  now  the  fourth  day 
since  he  was  here,  and  I  do  not  expect  him 
before  the  end  of  six  more;  so,  if  you  please, 
you  may  stay  five  days  and  keep  me  com- 
pany, and  I  will  endeavour  to  entertain  you 
according  to  your  quality  and  merit."  I 
thought  myself  too  fortunate  to  have  ob- 
tained so  great  a  favour  without  asking  it 
to  refuse  so  obliging  a  proffer.  The  princess 
made  me  go  into  a  bagnio,  which  was  the 
most  handsome,  the  most  commodious,  and 
the  most  sumi)tuoiis  that  could  be  imagined ; 
and  when  I  came  forth,  instead  of  my  own 
clothes,  I  found  another  very  costly  suit, 
which  I  did  not  esteem  so  much  for  its  rich- 
ness, as  because  it  made  me  look  worthy  to 
be  in  her  comjiany.  We  sat  down  on  a  sofa 
covered  with  rich  tajiestry,  with  cushions  to 
lean  iipon  of  the  rarest  Indian  brocade ;  and 
some  time  after  she  covered  a  table  with 
several  dishes  of  delicate  meats.  We  ate 
together,  and  passed  the  remaining  part  of 
the  day  with  much  satisfaction ;  and  at  night 
she  received  me  to  her  bed. 

The  next  day,  as  she  contrived  every 
means  to  please  me,  she  brought  in  at 
dinner  a  bottle  of  old  wine,  the  most  excel- 
lent that  ever  was  tasted ;  and  out  of  com- 
plaisance she  drank  some  part  of  it  with  me. 
When  my  head  grew  hot  with  the  agreeable 
liquor,  "Fair  princess,"  said  I,  "you  have 
been  too  long  thus  bm-ied  alive :  follow  me, 
and  enjoy  the  real  day,  from  which  you 
have  been  deprived  so  many  years,  and  aban- 
don this  false  light  that  you  have  here." 
"Prince,"  rejilied  she,  Arith  a  smile,  "leave 
this  discourse;  if  you  out  of  ten  days  will 
grant  me  nine,  and  resign  the  last  to  the 
genie,  the  fairest  day  that  ever  was  would 
be  nothing  in  my  esteem."  "  Princess," 
said  I,  "it  is  the  fear  of  the  genie  that 
makes  you  speak  thiis  ;  for  my  part,  I  value 
lum  so  little,  that  I  will  break  in  pieces  his 
talisman,  with  the  conjuration  that  is  writ- 
ten about  it.     Let  him  come ;  I  will  expect 


him  ;  and  how  brave  or  redoubtable  soever 
he  be,  I  wUl  make  him  feel  the  weight  of  my 
arm.  I  swear  solemnly  that  I  will  extirpate 
all  the  genies  in  the  world,  and  him  first." 
The  princess,  who  knew  the  consequence,  con- 
jured me  not  to  touch  the  talisman;  "Tor 
that  woidd  be  a  means,"  said  she,  "  to  ruin 
both  you  and  me :  I  know  what  belongs  to 
genies  better  than  you."  The  fumes  of  the 
wine  did  not  sufi'er  me  to  hearken  to  her  rea- 
sons ;  but  I  gave  the  talisman  a  kick  with 
my  foot,  and  broke  it  in  several  pieces. 

At  these  words  Scheherazade  perceiving 
day,  grew  silent,  and  the  sidtan  got  up,  not 
doubting  but  the  breaking  of  the  talisman 
had  some  remarkable  event,  and  therefore 
resolved  to  hear  that  story  to  the  end. 


The  Forty-Fourth  Night. 

DiNARZADE  being  awaked  somewhat  before 
day,  said  to  the  sultaness.  Sister,  if  you  are 
not  asleep,  I  pray  you  acquaint  us  with  what 
happened  in  the  subterranean  palace  after 
the  prince  had  broken  the  talisman. — I  am 
just  going  to  relate  it,  said  Scheherazade, 
Uiion  which,  resuming  her  narrative,  she  con- 
tinued her  discoiu'se  thus,  in  the  person  of  the 
second  calender : — 

The  talisman  was  no  sooner  broken  but 
the  palace  began  to  shake,  and  was  ready  to 
faU,  with  a  hideous  noise  like  thunder,  ac- 
companied with  flashes  of  lightning,  and  a 
gi-eat  darkness.  This  terrible  noise  in  a 
moment  dispelled  the  fumes  of  my  wine,  and 
made  me  sensible,  but  too  late,  of  the  folly  T 
had  committed.  "Princess,"  cried  I,  "  what 
means  all  this?"  She  answered  in  a  fright, 
and  without  any  concern  for  her  own  mis- 
fortune, "Alas!  you  are  undone  if  you  do 
not  escape  presently." 

I  followed  her  advice,  and  my  fears  were 
so  great  that  I  forgot  my  hatchet  and  cords. 
I  was  scarcely  got  to  the  stairs  by  which 
I  came  down,  when  the  enchanted  palace 
opened  at  once,  and  made  a  passage  for  the 
genie.  He  asked  the  princess,  in  great  anger, 
"  What  has  happened  to  you,  and  why  did 
you  call  me?"  "A  qiialm  at  my  stomach," 
said  the  princess,  ' '  made  me  fetch  this  bottle 
which  you  see  here,  out  of  which  I  di-ank 
twice  or  thrice,  and  by  mischance  made  a 
false  step,  and  feU  upon  the  talisman,  which 
is  broken;  and  that  is  all."  i 

At  this  answer  the  f  lu-ious  genie  told  her, 
"  You  are  a  false  woman,  and  a  liar;  how 
came  that  axe  and  those  cords  there?"  "I 
never  saw  them  till  this  moment,"  said  the 
princess.  "  Your  coming  in  such  an  im- 
petuous manner  has,  it  may  be,  forced  them 
up  in  some  jjlace,  as  you  came  along,  and  so 
brought  them  hither  without  your  knowing 
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The  genie  made  no  other  answer  but  what 
was  accompanied  witli  reproaches  and  blows, 
of  which  I  heard  the  noise.  I  coidd  not  en- 
dure to  hear  the  pitiful  cries  and  shouts  of 
the  princess,  so  cruelly  abused.  I  had  al- 
ready laid  off  the  suit  she  made  me  jjut  on, 
and  taken  my  own,  which  I  had  laid  on  the 
stairs  the  day  before,  when  I  came  out  of 
the  bagnio.  I  made  haste  up  stairs,  more 
distracted  with  sorrow  and  compassion,  as  I 
had  been  the  cause  of  so  great  a  misf  ortmie  ; 
and  by  sacrificing  the  fairest  princess  on 
earth  to  the  barbarity  of  a  merciless  genie,  I 
was  become  the  most  criminal  and  ungrate- 
ful of  mankind.  "It  is  true,"  said  I,  "  she 
has  been  a  prisoner  these  twenty-five  years ; 
but,  liberty  excejjted,  she  wanted  nothing 
that  could  make  her  happy.  ISIy  folly  has 
put  an  end  to  her  happiness,  and  brought 
upon  her  the  cruelty  of  an  unmerciful  devil. " 
I  let  doAvn  the  trap-door,  <;overed  it  again 
with  earth,  and  returned  to  the  city  with  a 
burden  of  wood,  which  I  bound  up  without 
knowing  what  I  did,  so  great  was  my  trouble 
and  sorrow. 

My  landlord,  the  tailor,  was  very  much 
rejoiced  to  see  me.  "Your  absence,"  said 
he,  ' '  has  disquieted  me  very  much,  by  rea- 
son you  had  intrusted  me  with  the  secret  of 
yoiu-  birth,  and  I  knew  not  what  to  think ; 
I  was  afi-aid  somebody  had  discovered  you  : 
God  be  thanked  for  yovir  return. "  I  thanked 
him  for  his  zeal  and  affection,  but  not  a  word 
durst  I  say  of  Avhat  had  passed,  nor  the  rea- 
son why  I  came  back  without  my  hatchet 
and  cords. 

I  retired  to  my  chamber,  where  I  re- 
proached myself  a  thousand  times  for  my 
excessive  imprudence.  "  Nothing,"  said  I, 
"  could  have  paralleled  the  princess's  good 
fortune  and  mine,  had  I  forborne  to  break 
the  talisman. 

While  I  was  thus  giving  myself  over  to 
melancholy  thoughts,  the  tailor  came  in. 
"An  old  man,"  said  he,  "whom  I  do  not 
know,  brings  me  here  your  hatchet  and  cords, 
which  he  found  in  his  way,  as  he  tells  me, 
and  understood  by  your  comrades  that  go 
along  with  you  to  the  woods  that  you  lodge 
here  :  come  out  and  speak  to  him,  for  he  will 
deliver  them  to  none  but  yourself." 

At  this  discoxirse  1  changed  colour,  and  fell 
a  trembling.  While  the  tailor  was  asking 
me  the  reason,  my  chamber  door  opened  at 
once,  and  the  old  man,  having  no  patience  to 
stay,  api)eared  before  us  with  my  hatchet  and 
cords.  This  man  was  the  genie,  the  ravishcr 
of  the  fair  princess  of  the  isle  of  Ebene, 
who  had  thus  disguised  himself  after  he  had 
treated  her  with  the  utmost  barbarity.  ' '  I 
am  a  genie,"  said  ho,  "son  of  the  daughter  of 
Eblis,  prince  of  genies  :  is  not  this  your 
hatchet?"  said  he,  speaking  to  me;  "and  are 
not  these  your  cords  ? " 

Here  Scheherazade  saw  day,  and  left  off. 


The  sultan  found  the  story  of  the  second 
calender  too  curious  not  to  desire  that  he 
might  hear  it  out ;  and  therefore  got  up 
with  an  intention  to  hear  the  rest  next 
morninir. 


The  Forty-Fifth  Night, 

The  day  following,  Dinarzade  called  upon 
the  sultaness  :  My  dear  sister,  pray  tell  us 
how  the  genie  treated  the  prince. — I  wish 
to  satisfy  your  curiosity,  replied  Schehera- 
zade, and  then  resumed  her  story  of  the 
second  calender  thus  : — 

The  calender  continuing  his  discourse  to 
Zobeide,  Madam,  said  he,  after  the  genie 
had  put  the  question  to  me,  he  gave  me  no 
time  to  answer,  nor  was  it  in  my  power,  so 
much  had  his  terrible  asjiect  disordered  me. 
He  grasped  me  by  the  middle,  dragged  me 
out  of  the  chamber,  and  mounted  into  the 
air,  carried  me  up  to  the  skies  with  such 
swiftness,  that  I  perceived  1  was  got  so  high 
withoiit  being  able  to  take  notice  of  the 
way,  he  carried  me  in  so  few  moments.  He 
descended  again  in  like  manner  to  the  earth, 
which  on  a  sudden  he  caused  to  open  with 
a  stroke  of  his  foot,  and  so  sunk  down  at 
once,  where  I  found  myself  in  the  enchant- 
ed palace,  before  the  fair  princess  of  the  isle 
of  Ebene.  But,  alas  !  what  a  spectacle  was 
there  !  I  saw  what  pierced  me  to  the  heart. 
This  poor  princess  was  quite  naked,  welter- 
ing in  her  blood,  and  laid  ujion  the  ground, 
more  hke  one  dead  than  alive,  with  her 
cheeks  bathed  in  tears. 

"Perfidious  wretch,"  said  the  genie  to  her, 
jiointing  at  me,  "is  not  this  your  gallant?" 
.She  cast  her  languishing  eyes  upon  me,  and 
answered  mournfully,  "  I  do  not  know  him  ; 
I  never  saw  him  till  this  moment."  "  What!  " 
said  the  genie,  "he  is  the  cause  of  thy  being 
in  the  condition  thou  ai-t  justly  in ;  and  yet 
darest  thou  say  thou  dost  not  know  him?" 
"If  I  do  not  know  him,"  said  the  princess, 
"  would  you  have  me  make  a  lie  on  jnirpose  to 
ruin  him  ?  "  "  Oh,  then,"  said  the  genie,  jmll- 
ing  out  a  scimitar,  and  presenting  it  to  the 
I)rincess,  "  if  you  never  saw  him  before,  take 
the  scimitar  and  cut  off  his  head."  "  Alas  ! " 
replied  the  iirincess,  "how  is  it  possible  that  I 
should  execute  what  you  would  force  me  to 
do?  My  strength  is  so  far  spent  that  I 
cannot  lift  up  my  arm  :  and  if  I  could,  how 
shoidd  I  have  the  heart  to  take  away  the 
life  of  an  innocent  man,  and  one  whom  I  do 
not  know  ?  "  "This  refusal, "  said  the  genie  to 
the  princess,  ' '  sufficiently  informs  me  of  your 
crime."  Upon  which,  turning  to  me,  "And 
thou,"  said  he,  "dost  thou  n(jt  laiow  her?" 

I  should  have  been  thi-  most  rmgrateful 
wretch,  and  the  most  perfidious  of  all  man- 
kind, if  I  had  not  she\\n  myself  as  iaithful 
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to  the  princess  as  she  was  to  me,  who  had 
been  the  cause  of  her  misfortunes  ;  there- 
fore, I  answered  the  genie,  "  How  should  I 
know  her,  when  I  never  saw  her  till  now?" 
"If  it  be  so,"  said  he,  "  take  the  scimitar  and 
cut  off  her  head  :  on  this  condition  I  will 
set  thee  at  liberty,  for  then  I  shall  be  con- 
vinced that  thon  didst  never  see  her  till  this 
very  moment,  as  thou  sayest, "  ' '  With  all  my 
heart, "  replied  I,  and  took  the  scimitar  in  my 
hand. 

But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  it  is  day,  and 
T  ought  not  to  abuse  your  majesty's  jia- 
tience. — These  are  wonderfid  events,  said 
the  sultan  to  himself.  Wo  shall  know  to- 
morrow if  the  prince  was  so  cruel  as  to  pay 
obedience  to  the  genie's  command. 


The  Forty-Sixth  Night. 

When  the  night  was  near  at  an  end,  Dinar- 
zade  said  to  the  sultaness.  Sister,  if  you  be 
not  asleep,  I  would  pray  you  to  continue 
the  story  which  you  could  not  finish  yester- 
day.— I  will,  says  Scheherazade,  and  with- 
out loss  of  time  you  shall  understand  that 
the  second  calender  M'ent  on  thus  : — 

Do  not  think,  madam,  that  I  drew  near 
to  the  fair  princess  of  the  isle  of  Ebene  to 
be  the  executioner  of  the  genie's  barbarity. 
I  did  it  only  to  demonstrate  by  my  beha- 
viour, as  much  as  possible,  that  as  she  had 
shewn  her  resolution  to  sacrifice  her  life  for 
my  sake,  I  would  not  refuse  to  sacrilice 
mine  for  hers.  The  princess,  notwithstand- 
ing her  pain  and  suffering,  understood  my 
meaning,  which  she  signified  by  an  obliging 
look,  and  made  me  understand  her  will- 
ingness to  die  for  me,  and  that  she  was 
satisfied  to  see  how  willing  I  was  also  to  die 
for  her.  Upon  this,  I  stepped  back,  and 
thi-ew  the  scimitar  on  the  ground.  ' '  T  shall 
for  ever,"  said  T  to  the  genie,  "  be  hateful  to 
all  mankind,  should  I  be  so  base  as  to  mur- 
der, I  do  not  only  say  a  person  whom  I  do 
not  know,  but  a  lady  like  this,  who  is  ready 
to  give  up  the  ghost :  do  with  me  what  you 
please,  since  I  am  in  your  power ;  I  cannot 
obey  your  barbarous  commands." 

"I  see,"  said  the  genie,  "that  you  both  out- 
brave me,  and  insult  my  jealousy;  but  both 
of  you  shall  know,  liy  the  treatment  I  give 
you,  what  I  am  capal)le  of  doing."  At  these 
words  the  monster  took  up  the  scimitar, 
and  cut  off  one  of  her  hands,  which  left  her 
only  so  much  of  life  as  to  give  me  a  token 
with  the  other  that  she  bid  me  adieu  for 
ever  ;  for  the  blood  she  had  lost  before,  and 
that  which  gushed  out  then,  did  not  jiermit 
her  to  live  above  one  or  two  moments  after 
tliis  barbarous  cruelty,  the  sight  of  which 
threw  me  into  a  fit.     When  I  was  come  to 


myself  again,  I  cxpostidated  with  the  genie 
why  he  made  me  languish  in  expectation  of 
death.  "  Strike,"  cried  I,  "  for  I  am  ready 
to  receive  the  mortal  blow,  and  expect  it  as 
the  greatest  favour  you  can  shew  me. "  But 
instead  of  agreeing  to  that,  "Look  ye,"  said 
he,  ' '  how  genies  treat  their  wives  Avhom 
they  suspeot  of  unfaithfulness  :  she  has  re- 
ceived thee  here;  and  were  I  certain  that 
she  had  put  any  further  affront  upon  me,  I 
woidd  put  thee  to  death  this  minute  ;  but  I 
will  content  myself  to  transform  thee  into  a 
dog,  ape,  lion,  or  bird  ;  take  thy  choice  of 
any  of  these, — I  will  leave  it  to  thyself." 

Tliese  words  gave  me  some  hopes  to  mol- 
lify him.  "0  genie,"  said  I,  "moderate your 
passion,  and  since  you  will  not  take  away 
my  life,  give  it  me  generously :  I  shall 
always  remember  your  clemency,  if  you 
pardon  me,  as  one  of  the  best  men  in  the 
world  pardoned  one  of  his  neighbours  that 
bore  him  a  mortal  hatred."  The  genie  asked 
me  what  had  passed  between  those  two 
neighbours,  and  said  he  would  have  patience 
till  he  heard  the  story,  which  I  told  him 
thus;  and  I  believe,  madam,  you  will  not 
take  it  ill  if  I  also  relate  it  to  you  : — 

THE    STORY    OF    THE    ENVIOUS    MAN.     AND    OF 
HIM  THAT  HE  ENVIED. 

In  a  considerable  town,  two  persons  dwelt 
next  door  to  one  another :  one  of  them  con- 
ceived sucli  a  violent  hatred  against  the 
other,  that  he  who  was  hated  resolved  to 
remove  his  dwelling  farther  off,  being  per- 
suaded that  their  being  neighbours  was  the 
only  cause  of  his  animosity;  for  though  he 
had  done  him  several  pieces  of  service,  he 
found,  nevertheless,  that  his  hatred  was 
nothing  diminished;  therefore  he  sold  his 
house,  with  what  goods  he  had  left,  and 
retired  to  the  capital  city  of  that  kingdom, 
which  was  not  far  distant.  He  bought  a 
little  spot  of  ground,  which  lay  about  half  a 
league  from  the  city ;  he  had  a  house  con- 
venient enough,  with  a  fine  garden,  and  a 
pretty  spacious  court,  wherein  there  was  a 
deep  well,  which  was  not  in  use. 

The  honest  man  having  made  this  pur- 
chase, put  on  a  dervise's  or  monk's  habit,  to 
lead  a  retired  life,  and  caused  several  cells 
to  be  made  in  the  house,  where  in  a  short 
time  he  established  a  numerous  society  of 
derviscs.  He  soon  came  to  be  publicly 
known  by  his  virtue,  through  which  he  ac- 
quired the  esteem  of  many  people,  as  well 
of  the  commonalty  as  of  the  chief  of  the 
city:  in  short,  he  was  extremely  honoured 
and  cherished  by  every  one.  People  came 
from  afar  to  recommend  themselves  to  his 
prayers;  and  all  who  came  to  live  with 
him  published  what  blessings  they  received 
through  his  means. 

The  great  reputation  of  this  honest  man 
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having  spread  to  the  town  from  whence  he 
came,  it  touched  the  envious  man  so  much 
to  the  quick,  that  he  left  his  house  and 
affairs  with  a  resohition  to  go  and  ruin  him. 
With  this  intent  he  went  to  the  new  convent 
of  dervises,  of  which  his  former  neighhour 
was  the  head,  who  received  him  with  all 
imaginable  tokens  of  friendship.  The  en- 
vious man  told  him  that  he  was  come  on 
purpose  to  communicate  a  business  of  im- 
portance to  him,  which  he  coiUd  not  do  but 
in  iirivate.  "And  that  nobody  may  hear  lis, 
let  us,"  said  he,  "take  a  Avalk  in  your  court; 
and  seeing  night  begins  to  draw  on,  command 
your  dervises  to  retire  to  their  cells."  The 
head  of  the  dervises  did  as  he  required. 

When  the  envious  man  saw  that  he  was 
alone  with  this  good  man,  he  began  to  tell 
his  errand,  walking  side  by  side  in  the  court, 
till  he  saw  his  opportunity ;  and  getting  the 
good  man  near  the  brink  of  the  well,  he  gave 
him  a  thrust,  and  pushed  him  into  it,  with- 
out anybody  being  witness  to  so  wicked  an 
action.  Having  done  thus,  he  marched  off 
immediately,  got  out  at  the  gate  of  the  con- 
vent without  being  knoAvn  to  any  one,  and 
went  home  to  his  own  house,  w"ell  satisfied 
with  his  journey,  being  fully  persuaded  that 
the  object  of  his  hatred  was  no  more  in  this 
world ;  but  he  found  himself  highly  mistaken. 

Scheherazade  coidd  go  no  farther,  because 
day  began  to  appear.  The  sultan  conceived 
great  indignation  against  the  envious  man, 
and  said  to  himself,  I  heartily  wish  that  no 
hurt  may  have  come  to  this  iionest  man.  I 
hope  to  hear  to-morrow  that  Heaven  did  not 
forsake  him  on  this  occasion. 


The  Porty-Seventli  Night. 

If  you  be  not  asleep,  sister,  said  Dinar- 
zade,  next  morning,  I  conjure  you  to  tell  us 
if  the  honest  dervise  came  safe  and  sound 
out  of  the  well. — Yes,  replied  Schehera- 
zade, and  the  second  calender  pursued  his 
stoiy  thus: — This  old  well,  said  he,  was 
inhabited  ])y  fairies  and  genies,  which  hap- 
pened luckily  for  the  relief  of  the  head  of 
the  convent;  for  they  received  and  sup- 
ported him,  and  carried  him  to  the  bottom, 
so  that  he  got  no  hurt.  He  perceived  well 
enough  that  there  was  something  extraordi- 
nary in  his  fall,  which  must  otherwise  have 
cost  him  his  life;  whereas  he  neither  saw 
nor  felt  anything.  But  he  soon  heard  a 
voice,  which  said,  "Do  you  know  what  honest 
man  this  is,  to  whom  we  have  done  this 
piece  of  service  ?  "  Another  voice  answered, 
"No."  To  which  the  first  replied,  "  Then  1 
will  tell  you.  This  man,  out  of  charity,  the 
greatest  that  ever  was  known,  left  the  town 
he  lived  in,  and  has  estalilished  himself  in 
this  place,  in  hopes  to  cure  one  of  his  neigh- 
bom's  of  the  en\y  he  had  conceived  against 
him :  he  had  acquired  such  a  general  esteem 
that  the  envious  man,  not  able  to  endure  it, 
came  hither  on  purpose  to  ruin  him,  which 
he  had  performed,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
assistance  which  we  have  given  this  honest 
man,  whose  reputation  is  so  great,  that  the 
sultan,  who  keeps  his  residence  in  the  neigh- 
lionring  city,  was  to  pay  him  a  visit  to- 
morrow, to  recommend  the  i^rincess  his 
daughter  to  his  prayers." 


Another  voice  asked,  "What  need  had  the 
princess  of  the  dervise's  prayers  ?"  To  which 
the  first  answered,  ' '  You  do  not  know,  it 
that  she  is  possessed  by  genie  Mai- 


moun,  the  son  of  Dimdim,  who  is  fallen  m 
love  with  her.  But  I  know  well  how  this 
good  head  of  the  dervises  may  cure  her ;  the 
thing  is  very  easy,  and  I  will  tell  it  you. 
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He  has  <a  black  cat  iu  liis  convent,  with  a 
■white  spot  at  the  end  of  her  tail,  about  the 
liigncss  of  a  small  piece  of  Arabian  money; 
let  him  only  pull  seven  hairs  out  of  the 
white  spot,  biu'ii  them,  and  smoke  the  prin- 
cess's head  with  the  fume,  she  will  not  only 
be  j)resently  cured,  but  be  so  safely  delivered 
from  Maimoun,  the  son  of  Dimdim,  that  he 
will  never  dare  to  come  near  her  a  second 
time." 

The  head  of  the  dervises  remembered 
every  word  of  the  discourse  between  the 
fairies  and  the  gcnies,  who  were  very  silent 
all  the  night  after.  The  next  morning  by 
break  of  day,  when  he  could  discern  one 
thing  from  another,  the  well  being  broken 
down  in  several  places,  he  saw  a  hole,  by 
which  he  crept  out  with  ease. 

The  other  dervises,  who  had  been  seeking 
for  him,  were  rejoiced  to  see  him:  he  gave 
them  a  brief  account  of  the  wickedness  of 
that  man  to  Avhom  he  had  given  so  kind  a 
recejition  the  day  before,  and  retired  into 
his  cell.  It  was  not  long  tUl  the  black  eat, 
of  whom  the  fairies  and  the  genies  had  made 
mention  in  their  discourses  the  night  before, 
came  to  fawn  upon  her  master,  as  she  was 
accustomed  to  do ;  he  took  her  up,  and  pulled 
out  seven  hairs  of  the  white  spot  that  was 
upon  her  tail,  and  laid  them  aside  for  his 
use  when  occasion  should  serve. 

The  sun  was  not  high,  when  the  sidtan, 
Mho  would  leave  no  means  untried  that  he 
thought  could  restore  the  princess  to  perfect 
health,  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  convent. 
He  commanded  his  guards  to  halt,  whilst  he 
with  his  i)rincipal  officers  went  in.  The 
dervises  received  him  with  profound  resiiect. 

The  sultan  called  their  head  aside,  and 
said,  "Good  sheich,  it  may  be  you  know 
already  the  cause  of  my  coming  hither." 
"Yes,  sir,"  rei^lied  he  very  gravely;  "  if  I 
do  not  mistake,  it  is  the  disease  of  the 
princess  which  iirocures  me  this  unmerited 
honour."  "  That  is  the  very  thing,"  replied 
the  sultan.  "  You  will  give  me  new  life  if 
your  prayers,  as  I  hope  they  will,  can  pro- 
cure my  daughter's  health."  "  Sir,"  said 
the  good  man,  "if  your  majesty  will  be 
])leased  to  let  her  come  hither,  I  am  in  hopes, 
through  God's  assistance  and  favoiu-,  she 
shall  return  in  perfect  health." 

The  prince,  transported  with  joy,  sent  im- 
mediately to  fetch  his  daughter,  who  very 
soon  appeared  with  a  numerous  train  of  ladies 
and  eunuchs,  but  masked,  so  that  her  face 
was  not  seen.  The  chief  of  the  der\'ises 
caused  a  pall  to  be  held  over  her  head,  and 
he  had  no  sooner  thrown  the  seven  hairs 
upon  the  bm-ning  coals,  than  the  genie  Mai- 
moun, the  son  of  Dimdim,  gave  a  great  cry, 
without  anything  being  seen,  and  left  the 
princess  at  liberty ;  upon  which  she  took  olf 
the  veil  from  her  face,  and  rose  up  to  see 
where  she  was,  saying,  ''Where  am  I,  and 


who  brought  me  hither  ?"  At  which  words, 
the  sultan,  overcome  with  excess  of  joy,  em- 
braced his  daughtei-,  ami  kissed  her  eyes; 
he  also  kissed  the  chief  of  the  dervises'  hands, 
and  said  to  his  officers,  "  Tell  me  your 
opinion,  what  reward  does  he  deserve  that 
has  thus  cured  my  daughter?  "  They  all  ci'icd, 
"  He  deserves  her  iu  marriage."  "  This  is 
what  I  had  in  my  thoughts,"  said  the  sidtan; 
"  and  I  make  him  my  son-in-law  from  this 
moment."  Some  time  after,  the  prime  vizier 
died,  and  the  sultan  conferred  the  place  on 
the  dervise.  The  sultan  himself  also  died 
without  heirs-male;  upon  which,  the  reli- 
gious orders  and  the  militia  gathered  to- 
gether, and  the  good  man  was  declared  and 
acknowledged  sultan  by  general  consent. 

Daylight  appearing,  Scheherazade  was 
obliged  to  break  off  her  story.  Schahriar 
looked  iipon  the  dervise  to  be  worthy  of 
the  crown  he  had  got,  but  was  desirous  to 
know  if  the  envious  man  did  not  die  for 
spite  ;  and  got  up  with  an  intention  to  hear 
it  next  night. 


The  Forty-Eighth  Night. 

DiNAKZADE,  when  it  was  time,  addressed 
her  speech  to  the  sidtaness  thus  : — My  dear 
sister,  said  she,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  I  would 
pray  you  to  continue  the  story  of  the  hated 
and  envious  man. — With  all  my  heart,  an- 
swered Scheherazade.  The  second  calender 
continued  his  story  thus  : — The  honest  der- 
vise, said  he,  being  mounted  on  the  throne 
of  his  father-in-law,  as  he  was  one  day  in 
the  midst  of  his  courtiers  upon  a  march,  he 
espied  the  envious  man  among  the  crowd  of 
people  that  stood  as  he  passed  along,  and 
calling  one  of  the  viziers  that  attended  him, 
whispered  him  in  his  ear  thus — "  Go,  bring 
me  that  man  you  see  there  ;  but  take  care 
you  do  not  frighten  him."  The  vizier 
obeyed,  and  when  the  envious  man  was 
brought  into  his  presence,  the  sultan  said, 
"  Fi-iend,  I  am  extremely  glad  to  see  you." 
Upon  which  he  called  an  officer.  "  Go  imme- 
diately," said  he,  "  and  cause  to  be  i>aid  the 
man  out  of  my  treasury  one  himdn  d  pieces 
of  gold ;  let  him  have  also  twenty  load  of 
the  richest  merchandise  in  my  storehouses, 
and  a  sufficient  guard  to  conduct  him  to  his 
house."  After  he  had  given  this  charge  to 
the  officer,  he  bid  the  envious  man  farewell, 
and  proceeded  on  his  march. 

When  I  had  finished  the  recital  of  this 
story  to  the  genie,  the  murderer  of  the 
princess  of  the  isle  of  Ebene,  I  made  the 
application  to  himself  thus  : — "0  genie  !  ywu 
see  here  that  this  bountiful  sidtan  did  not 
content  himself  with  forgetting  the  design 
of  the  envious  man  to  take  away  his  life, 
but  treated  him  kindly,  and  sent  him  back 
with  all  the  favours  which  I  just  now  re- 
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lated."  In  short,  I  made  use  of  all  my  elo- 
quence, praying  laim  to  imitate  so  good  an 
example,  and  to  grant  me  pardon ;  but  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  move  his  compas- 
Bion. 

"  All  that  I  can  do  for  thee,"  said  he,  "  is, 
that  I  will  not  take  thy  life  :  do  not  flatter 
thyself  that  I  will  send  thee  safe  and  soimd 
back  ;  I  must  let  thee  feel  what  I  am  able 
to  do  by  my  enchantments."  So  saying,  he 
laid  violent  hands  on  me,  and  carried  me 
across  the  vaidt  of  the  subterranean  palace, 
which  opened  to  give  him  passage  ;  he  liew 
up  with  me  so  high,  that  the  earth  seemed 
to  be  only  a  little  white  cloud  ;  from  thence 
he  came  down  again  like  lightning,  and 
alighted  upon  the  ridge  of  a  moimtain. 

There  he  took  up  a  handful  of  earth,  and 
pi'onounced,  or  rather  muttered,  some  words 
which  I  did  not  understand,  and  threw  it 
upon  me.  "  Quit  the  shape  of  a  man,"  said 
he  to  me,  "  and  take  on  thee  that  of  an  ape." 
He  vanished  immediately,  and  left  me  alone, 
transformed  into  an  ape,  overwhelmed  A\ith 
Borrow  in  a  strange  countrj-,  not  knowing 
whether  I  was  near  or  far  from  my  father's 
dominions. 

I  went  down  from  tlie  top  of  the  moim- 
tain, and  came  into  a  plain  coimtry,  which 
took  me  a  month's  time  to  travel  through, 
and  then  I  came  to  the  sea-side.  It  hap- 
pened to  be  then  a  great  calm,  and  I  espied 
a  vessel  about  half  a  league  from  the  shore. 
Unwilling  to  lose  this  good  opportunity,  I 
broke  off  a  largo  branch  from  a  tree,  which 
I  carried  with  me  to  the  sea-side,  and  set 
myself  astride  upon  it,  with  a  stick  in  each 
hand,  to  serve  me  for  oars. 

I  laimched  out  in  this  ])osture,  and  ad- 
Tanced  near  the  ship.  When  [  was  nigh 
enough  to  be  known,  the  seamen  and  pas- 
sengers that  were  upon  the  deck  thought 
it  an  extraordinary  sight,  and  all  of  tliem 
looked  upon  me  with  great  astonishment. 
In  the  meantime  I  got  aboard,  and  laying 
hold  of  a  roj^e,  I  jumped  upon  the  deck,  but 
having  lost  my  speech,  I  found  myself  in 
great  perplexity  ;  and  indeed  the  risk  I  ran 
then  was  nothing  less  than  when  I  was  at 
the  mercy  of  the  genie. 

The  merchants,  being  both  superstitious 
and  scrupulous,  believed  I  should  occasion 
some  mischief  to  theii-  voyage  if  they  re- 
ceived me;  therefore,  said  one,  "I  will 
knock  him  down  with  a  handspike  ;  "  says 
another,  "  I  will  shoot  an  arrow  through  his 
guts  ;"  says  a  third,  "  Let  us  throw  him  into 
the  sea."  Some  of  them  would  not  have 
failed  to  execute  their  design,  if  I  had  not 
got  to  that  side  where  the  captain  was  ; 
wdien  I  threw  myself  at  his  feet,  and  took 
him  by  the  coat  in  a  begging  posture.  This 
action,  together  with  the  tears  which  he 
saw  gush  from  my  eyes,  moved  his  compas- 
sion, so  that  he  took  me  under  his  protec- 


tion, threatening  to  be  revenged  on  him 
that  woidd  do  me  the  least  hurt ;  and  ha 
himself  made  very  much  of  me,  while  I,  on 
my  part,  though  I  had  no  power  to  speak, 
shewed  all  possible  signs  of  gratitude  by  my 
gestui-es. 

The  wind  that  succeeded  the  calm  was 
gentle  and  favourable,  and  did  not  change 
for  fifty  days,  but  brought  us  safe  to  the 
port  of  a  fine  city,  well  peoi)lcd,  and  of 
great  trade,  the  capital  of  a  powerful  state, 
where  we  came  to  an  anchor. 

Our  vessel  was  speedily  surrounded  with 
an  infinite  number  of  boats  full  of  ]ieoi)le, 
who  came  to  congi-atidate  their  friends  upon 
their  safe  arrival,  or  to  inquire  for  those 
they  had  left  behind  them  in  the  country 
from  whence  they  came,  or  out  of  curiosity 
to  see  a  shijt  that  came  from  a  far  country. 

Amongst  the  rest  some  oGicers  came  on 
board,  desirmg  to  speak  with  the  merchauts 
in  the  name  of  the  sultan.  The  merchants 
api)earing,  one  of  the  officei's  told  them, 
' '  The  sultan,  our  master,  hath  commanded 
us  to  acquaint  you  that  he  is  glad  of  your 
safe  arrival,  and  jirays  j'ou  to  take  the 
trouble,  every  one  of  you,  to  write  some 
lines  u]ion  this  roll  of  paper  :  and  that  his 
design  by  this  may  be  understood,  you  must 
know  that  we  had  a  prime  vizier  who,  be- 
sides a  great  capacity  to  manage  affairs,  un- 
derstood writing  to  the  highest  perfection. 
This  minister  is  lately  dead,  at  which  the 
sultan  is  very  much  troubled  ;  and  since  he 
can  never  behold  his  writing  without  admi- 
ration, he  has  made  a  solemn  vow  not  to 
give  the  jilace  to  any  man  but  to  him  who 
can  w-rite  as  well  as  he  did.  ]Many  jieople 
have  i^resented  their  writings,  but  to  this 
day  nobody  in  all  this  em])ire  has  been 
judged  worthy  to  supply  the  vizier's  place." 

Those  merchants  that  believed  they  could 
write  well  enough  to  pretend  to  this  high 
dignity  w-rote  one  after  another  what  they 
thought  fit.  After  they  had  done  I  ad- 
vanced, and  took  the  roll  out  of  the  gentle- 
man's hand  ;  but  aU  the  people,  especially 
the  merchants,  cried  out,  "  He  Avill  tear  it, 
or  throw  it  into  the  sea  ; "  till  they  saw  how 
properly  I  held  the  roll,  and  made  a  sign 
that  I  would  write  in  my  turn :  then  they 
Avere  of  another  opinion,  and  their  fear 
turned  into  admiration.  However,  since 
they  had  never  seen  an  ape  that  coidd 
w^rite,  nor  could  be  jjersuaded  that  I  was 
more  ingenious  than  other  ai>es,  they  otiered 
to  snatch  the  roll  out  of  my  hand;  but  the 
captain  took  my  part  once  more.  "  Let  him 
alone,"  said  he;  "suffer  him  to  write.  If 
he  (mly  scribbles  the  paper,  I  promise  you 
that  I  will  punish  him  upon  the  sjjot ;  if,  on 
the  contrary,  he  writes  well,  as  I  hojie  he 
will,  because  I  never  saw  an  ajie  so  clever 
and  ingenious,  and  so  quick  of  apprehension, 
I  do  declare  that  I  will  ovra.  him  as  my  son. 
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I  had  one  that  had  not  half  the  wit  that  he 
has."  Perceiving  that  nobody  opposed  my 
design,  I  took  the  jicu,  and  wrote  six  sorts 
of  hands  used  among  the  Arabians,  and  each 
specimen  contained  an  extemporary  distich 
or  quatrain  in  praise  of  the  sultan.  My 
WTiting  did  not  only  excel  that  of  the  mer- 
chants, but,  I  venture  to  say,  they  had  not 
before  seen  any  such  fair  -writing  in  that 
country.  AVhen  I  had  done,  the  officers 
took,  the  roll,  and  carried  it  to  the  sidtan. 

Thus  far  was  Scheherazade  come  in  her 
story  when  daj'light  appeared.  Sir,  said 
she  to  Schahriar,  if  I  had  time  to  continue, 
I  would  give  your  majesty  an  account  of 
things  far  more  surprising  than  what  I  have 
already  told.  The  sultan,  who  had  re- 
solved to  hear  the  end  of  the  story,  got  up 
without  saying  a  word. 


The  Forty-Ninth  Night. 

The  next  morning,  Dinarzade,  being  awake 
before  day,  called  the  sultaness,  and  said, 
Sister,  if  you  be  not  asleej],  pray  let  us 
hear  the  rest  of  the  adventures  that  befell 
the  ape.  I  believe  my  lord  the  sidtan  is  no 
less  curious  to  know  it  than  myseK. — You 
shall  both  be  soon  satisfied,  answered  Sche- 
herazade. The  second  calender  continued 
his  story  thus  : — 

The  sultan  took  little  notice  of  any  of  the 
other  writings,  but  considered  mine,  which 
was  so  much  to  his  liking,  that  he  said  to 
the  officers,  ' '  Take  the  finest  horse  in  my 
stable,  with  the  richest  harness,  and  a  robe 
of  the  most  sumptuous  brocade  to  put  upon 
that  person  M'ho  wrote  the  six  hands,  and 
bring  him  hither  to  me."  At  this  command 
the  officers  could  not  forbear  laughing  :  the 
sultan  grew  angry  at  their  boldness,  and 
was  ready  to  punish  them;  tiU  they  told 
him,  "  Sir,  w^e  humljly  beg  your  majesty's 
pardon  :  these  hands  were  not  writtpii  bj'  a 
man,  but  by  an  ape."  "What  do  you  say?" 
said  the  sultan ;  ' '  those  admirable  charac- 
ters, are  they  not  written  by  the  hands  of  a 
man  ?  "  "No,  sir,"'  replied  the  officers ;  "we 
do  assure  your  majesty  that  it  was  an  ape 
who  wrote  them  in  our  presence."  The 
sultan  was  too  much  surprised  at  this  ac- 
count not  to  desire  a  sight  of  me ;  and 
therefore  said,  "  Do  what  I  command 
you,  and  bring  me  speedily  that  wonderful 
ape." 

The  officers  returned  to  the  vessel,  and 
shewed  the  captain  their  order,  who  an 
swered,  "  The  sultan's  command  must  be 
obeyed."  Whereupon  they  clothed  me  with 
that  rich  brocade  i-obe,  and  carried  me 
ashore,  where  they  set  me  on  horseback, 
whilst  the  sultan  waited  for  me  at  his 
palace,  with  a  great  number  of  coiu-tiers, 


whom    he  gathered  together  to  do  mc  the 
more  honour. 

The  cavalcade  being  begun,  the  harbcmr, 
the  streets,  the  public  places,  windows,  ter- 
races, jialaces,  and  houses  were  filled  with 
an  infinite  number  of  people  of  all  sorts, 
who  flocked  from  aU  parts  of  the  city  to  see 
me  ;  for  the  rumour  was  spread  in  a  mo- 
ment that  the  sultan  had  chosen  an  ape  to 
be  his  grand  vizier  ;  and  after  having  served 
for  a  spectacle  to  the  people,  who  could  not 
forbear  to  express  their  surprise  by  re- 
doubling their  shouts  and  cries,  I  arrived  at 
the  palace  of  the  sultan. 

I  found  the  prince  on  his  throne,  in  the 
midst  of  the  grandees :  I  made  my  bow  three 
times,  very  low,  and  at  last  kneeled  and 
kissed  the  ground  before  him,  and  after- 
wards sat  down  on  my  seat  in  the  posture 
of  an  ape.  The  whole  assembly  admired 
me,  and  could  not  comprehend  how  it  was 
possible  that  an  ape  should  understand  so 
well  to  pay  the  sultan  his  due  respect ;  and 
he  himself  was  more  astonished  than  any. 
In  short,  the  usual  ceremony  of  the  audience 
would  have  been  complete,  coidd  I  have 
added  speech  to  my  behaviour;  but  apes  do 
never  speak,  and  the  advantage  I  had  of 
having  been  a  man  did  not  allow  me  that 
privilege. 

The  sultan  dismissed  his  courtiers,  and 
none  remained  by  him  but  the  chief  of  the 
eunuchs,  a  little  young  slave,  and  myself. 
He  went  from  his  chamber  of  audience  into 
his  own  apai'tment,  where  he  ordered  dinner 
to  be  brought.  As  he  sat  at  table,  he  gave 
me  a  sign  to  come  near  and  eat  with  them  : 
to  shew  my  obedience,  I  kissed  the  ground, 
stood  up,  sat  down  at  table,  and  ate  with 
discretion  and  moderation. 

Before  the  table  was  uncovered,  I  espied 
a  writing-desk,  which  I  made  a  sign  should 
be  brought  me.  Having  got  it,  I  wrote  upon 
a  large  peach  some  verses  after  my  way, 
which  testified  my  acknowledgment  to  the 
sidtan;  who,  ha\dng  read  them  after  my 
presenting  him  the  peach,  it  increased  his 
astonishment.  When  the  table  was  unco- 
vered, they  brought  him  a  particidar  liquor, 
of  which  he  caused  them  to  give  me  a  glass. 
I  drank,  and  wrote  upon  it  some  new  verses, 
which  explained  the  state  I  was  reduced  to, 
after  many  sufferings.  The  sultan  read  them 
likewise,  and  said,  "  A  man  that  was  capable 
of  doing  so  much  would  be  above  the  greatest 
of  men." 

The  sultan  caused  them  to  bring  in  a 
chess-board,  and  asked  me,  by  a  sign,  if  I 
understood  that  game,  and  would  play  with 
him.  I  kissed  the  ground,  and  laying  my 
hand  upon  my  head,  signified  that  I  was 
ready  to  receive  that  honour.  He  won  the 
first  game,  but  I  won  the  second  and  third; 
and  perceiving  he  was  somewhat  displeased 
at  it,  I  made  a  quatraui,  to  pacify  him;  in 
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which  I  tcikl  hiui  that  two  potent  armies 
had  been  fighting  fuiiously  all  day,  but  that 
they  made  up  a  peace  towards  the  evening, 
and  passed  the  remaining  part  of  the  night 
very  peaceably  together  upon  the  field  of 
battle. 

So  many  circumstances  appearing  to  the 
sultan  far  beyond  whatever  any  one  had 
either  seen  or  known  of  the  cleverness  or 
sense  of  apes,  he  determined  not  to  be  the 
only  witness  of  those  prodigies  himself,  but 
ha\-ing  a  daughter,  called  the  Lady  of  Beauty, 
on  whom  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  then  pre- 
sent, waited,  "  Go,"  said  the  sidtan  to  him, 
"  and  bid  your  lady  come  hither:  I  am  de- 
sirous she  should  share  my  pleasure." 

The  eimuch  went,  and  immediately  brought 
the  princess,  who  had  her  face  uncovered; 
but  she  was  no  sooner  come  into  the  room 
than  she  jjut  on  her  veil,  and  said  to  the 
sidtan,  "  Sii",  yom-  majesty  must  needs  have 
forgotten  yourself :  I  am  very  much  sur- 
prised that  your  majesty  has  sent  for  me  to 
appear  among  men.''  "How,  daughter!" 
said  the  sidtan,  "you  do  not  know  what 
you  say  :  here  is  nobody  but  the  little  slave, 
the  eunuch  your  governor,  and  myself,  who 
have  tlie  liberty  to  see  your  face ;  and  yet 
yoii  lower  your  veil,  and  blame  me  for  having 
sent  for  you  hither  I"  "  Sir,"  said  the  prin- 
cess, "your  majesty  shall  soon  imderstand 
that  I  am  not  in  the  wrong.  That  ape  you 
see  before  you,  though  he  has  the  shape  of 
an  ape,  is  a  young  prince,  son  of  a  great 
king  ;  he  has  been  metamorjjhosed  into  an 
ape  by  enchantment.  A  genie,  the  son  of 
the  daughter  of  Eblis,  has  maliciously  done 
him  this  wrong,  after  ha\'ing  cruelly  taken 
away  the  life  of  the  princess  of  the  isle  of 
Ebeue,  daughter  to  the  king  of  Epitimarus." 

The  sidtan,  astonished  at  this  discourse, 
turned  towards  me,  and  spoke  no  more  by 
signs,  but  in  plain  words  asked  me  if  it  was 
true  what  his  daughter  said.  Seeing  I  could 
not  speak,  I  put  my  hand  to  my  head  to  sig- 
nify that  what  the  princess  spoke  was  true. 
Upon  this,  the  sidtan  said  agam  to  his 
daughter,  "  How  do  you  know  that  this 
prince  has  been  transformed  by  enchant- 
ments into  an  ape?"  "Sir,"  replied  the 
Lady  of  Beauty,  ' '  your  maj  esty  may  remem- 
ber that  when  I  was  past  my  infancy,  I  had 
an  old  lady  waited  iqjon  me;  she  was  a  most 
expert  magician,  and  taught  me  seventy  rides 
of  magic,  by  virtue  of  which  I  can  transport 
your  cai)ital  city  into  the  midst  of  the  sea  in 
tlie  twinkling  of  an  eye,  or  beyond  'Mount 
Caucasus.  By  this  science  I  know  all  en- 
chanted persons  at  first  sight :  I  know  who 
they  are,  and  by  whom  they  have  been  en- 
chanted ;  therefore  do  not  be  surprised  if  I 
should  forthwith  reheve  this  prince,  in  spite 
of  the  enchantment,  from  that  which  hinders 
him  to  appear  in  your  sight  what  he  natu- 
rally is."     "Daughter,"  said  the  sultan,  "I 


did  not  believe  you  to  have  understood  so 
much."  "Sir,"  replied  the  princess,  "these 
things  are  curious  and  worth  knowing ;  but 
I  think  I  ought  not  to  boast  of  them." 
"  Since  it  is  so,"  said  the  sidtan,  "you  can 
dispel  the  prince's  enchantment."  "Yea, 
sir,"  said  the  priacess,  "  I  can  restore  him 
to  his  first  shape  again."  "Do  it,  then," 
said  the  sultan,  "you  cannot  do  me  a  greater 
pleasure ;  for  I  will  have  him  to  be  my  vizier, 
and  he  shall  marry  you."  "Sir,"  said  the 
princess,  "I  am  ready  to  obey  you  in  all 
that  you  should  be  pleased  to  command  me." 
Scheherazade,  as  she  spoke,  espied  day, 
and  broke  off  her  story  of  the  second  calen- 
der :  and  Schahriar,  judging  the  sequel 
would  be  as  diverting  as  the  former  part  of 
it,  resolved  to  hear  it  next  day. 


The  Fiftieth  Night. 

DiXAEZ.iDE  called  the  sidtaness  at  the  usual 
hour,  saying.  Sister,  if  you  be  not  asleep, 
pray  do  us  the  favour  to  tell  us  how  the 
Lady  of  Beauty  restored  the  second  calender 
to  his  former  shape. — You  shall  hear  it,  said 
Scheherazade.  The  calender  resumed  his  dis- 
course thus : — 

The  princess,  the  Lady  of  Beauty,  went 
into  her  apartment,  from  whence  she  brought 
in  a  knife,  which  had  some  Hebrew  words 
engraven  on  the  blade :  she  made  the  sidtan, 
the  master  of  the  eunuchs,  the  little  slave, 
and  myself,  go  down  into  a  private  court  of 
the  palace,  and  there  left  us  under  a  gallery 
that  went  round  it.  She  placed  herself  in 
the  middle  of  the  court,  where  she  made  a 
great  circle,  and  within  it  she  wrote  several 
words  in  Arabian  characters,  some  of  them 
ancient,  and  others  of  those  which  they  call 
the  characters  of  Cleopatra. 

'When  she  had  finished  and  prepared  the 
circle  as  she  thought  fit,  she  placed  herself 
in  the  centre  of  it,  where  she  began  abjura- 
tions, and  repeated  verses  out  of  the  Koran. 
The  air  grew  insensibly  dark  as  if  it  had 
been  night,  and  the  vrhole  world  about  to  be 
dissolved :  we  found  ourselves  struck  with  a 
panic,  and  this  fear  increased  the  more  when 
we  saw  the  genie,  the  son  of  the  daughter  of 
Eblis,  appear  on  a  sudden  in  the  shape  of  a 
lion  of  a  frightful  size. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  perceived  this 
monster,  "You  dog,"  said  she,  "instead  of 
creeping  before  me,  dare  you  present  your- 
self in  this  shape  thinking  to  frighten  me  ?" 
"And  thou,"  replied  the  lion,  "art  thou  not 
afraid  to  break  the  treaty  which  was  solemnly 
made  and  confirmed  between  us  by  oath,  not 
to  -wrong  or  do  one  another  any  hurt  ?  "  "  O 
thou  cursed  creature  !  "  replied  the  princess, 
"  I  can  justly  re2)roach  thee  with  doing  so." 
The   lion   answered   fiercely,    "  Thou  shalt 
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quickly  liavc  thy  reward  for  the  trouble 
thou  hast  given  me  to  return:"  with  that 
lie  opened  his  terrible  throat,  and  ran  at  her 
to  devour  her;  but  she,  being  on  her  guard, 
leajied  backward,  got  time  to  pull  out  one 
of  her  hairs,  and  by  iironouncing  three  or 
four  words,  changed  herself  into  a  sharp 
sword,  wherewith  she  cut  the  lion  through 
the  middle  in  two  pieces. 

The  two  parts  of  the  lion  vanished,  and 
the  head  only  was  left,  Avhich  changed  itself 
into  a  hu-ge  scorpion.  Immediately  the  prin- 
cess turned  herself  into  a  serpent,  and  fought 
the  scorpion,  who,  finding  himself  worsted, 
took  the  shape  of  an  eagle,  and  flew  away ; 
but  the  serpent  at  the  same  time  took  also 
the  shape  of  an  eagle,  that  was  black  and 
much  stronger,  and  pursued  him,  so  that  we 
lost  the  sight  of  them  both. 

Some  time  after  they  had  disappeared,  the 
ground  opened  before  us,  and  out  of  it  came 
forth  a  cat,  black  and  white,  with  her  hair 
standing  upright,  and  mewing  in  a  frightful 
manner ;  a  black  wolf  followed  her  close, 
and  gave  her  no  time  to  rest.  The  cat  being 
thus  hard  beset,  changed  herseK  into  a  worm, 
and  being  nigh  to  a  pomegranate  that  had 
accidentally  fallen  from  a  tree  that  grew  on 
the  side  of  a  canal,  which  was  deep,  but  not 
broad,  the  worm  pierced  the  pomegranate  in 
an  instant,  and  hid  himself,  but  the  pome- 
granate swelled  immediately,  and  became  as 
big  as  a  gourd,  which  moimting  np  to  the 
roof  of  the  gallery,  rolled  there  for  some 
space,  backward  and  forward,  fell  down 
again  into  the  court,  and  broke  into  several 
pieces. 

The  wolf,  who  had  in  the  meantime  trans- 
formed itself  into  a  cock,  fell  to  picking  np 
the  seeds  of  the  jiomegranate  one  after  an- 
other ;  but  finding  no  more,  he  came  towards 
us  with  his  wings  spread,  making  a  great 
noise,  as  if  he  would  ask  iis  whether  there 
was  any  more  seed.  There  was  one  lying 
on  the  brink  of  the  canal,  which  the  cock 
perceiving  as  he  went  back,  ran  speedily 
thither ;  but  j  ust  as  he  was  going  to  pick  it 
np,  the  seed  rolled  into  the  river,  and  turned 
into  a  little  fish. 

But  I  see  day,  sir,  said  Scheherazade ;  had 
it  not  come  so  suddenly,  I  am  persuaded 
what  I  had  farther  to  say  would  have  given 
your  majesty  a  great  (leal  of  satisfaction. 
Upon  this,  she  stopped,  and  the  sultan  arose: 
but  his  thoughts  being  altogether  taken  up 
with  such  imheard-of  adventures,  he  was 
extremely  impatient  till  he  heard  the  rest  of 
the  story. 


The  Fifty-First  Night. 

Dix.\EZADE  made  no  scruple  to  disturb  the 
sultancss  ne.xt  morning,  and  called  to  her. 
Sister,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  pray  begin  wliere 


you  left  off  that  wonderful  story  last  night: 
I  am  very  desu-ous  to  know  what  followed 
after  all  those  metamorphoses. — Schehera- 
zade recollected  where  she  had  stopped,  and 
addressing  her  discourse  to  the  sultan.  Six*, 
said  she,  the  second  calender  continued  hia 
story  after  this  manner: — • 

The  cock  jumped  into  the  river,  and  was 
turned  into  a  pike,  that  pursued  the  small 
fish ;  they  continued  both  under  water  above 
two  hours,  and  we  knew  not  what  was  be- 
come of  them,  but  all  on  a  sudden  we  heard 
terrible  cries,  which  made  us  tremble,  and  a 
little  while  after  we  saw  the  genie  and  prin- 
cess all  in  flames.  They  threw  flashes  of  fire 
out  of  their  mouths  at  each  other,  till  they 
came  to  close  quarters;  then  the  two  fires 
increased,  with  a  thick  burning  smoke,  which 
mounted  so  high,  that  we  had  reason  to  fear 
it  would  set  the  palace  on  fire.  But  we 
very  soon  had  a  more  pressing  occasion  of 
fear,  for  the  genie  having  got  loose  from  the 
princess,  came  to  the  gallery  where  we  stood, 
and  blew  flames  of  fire  upon  lis.  We  had 
all  perished  if  the  princess,  running  to  our 
assistance,  had  not  by  her  cries  forced  him 
to  retire,  and  defend  himself  against  her; 
yet,  notwithstanding  all  her  exertions,  she 
coidd  not  hinder  the  sultan's  beard  from 
being  burnt,  and  his  face  spoiled,  the  chief 
of  the  eunuchs  from  being  stifled,  and  burnt 
on  the  spot,  and  a  spark  from  entering  my 
right  eye,  and  making  it  blind.  The  sidtau 
and  I  expected  nothing  but  death,  when  we 
heard  a  cry  of  "Victory,  victory!"  and  on  a 
sudden  the  princess  appeared  in  her  natural 
shape,  but  the  genie  was  reduced  to  a  heap 
of  ashes. 

The  princess  came  near  to  ns,  that  she; 
might  not  lose  time,  called  for  a  cupful  of 
water,  which  the  young  slave,  who  had  re- 
ceived no  damage,  brought  her.  She  took 
it,  and  after  pronouncing  some  words  over 
it,  threw  it  upon  me,  saying.  If  thou  art  be- 
come an  ape  by  enchantment,  change  thy 
shape,  and  take  that  of  a  man,  which  thou 
hadst  before.  These  words  were  hardly  ut- 
tered, till  I  became  a  man  as  I  was  liefore, 
one  eye  only  excepted. 

I  was  preparing  myself  to  give  thanks  to 
the  princess,  but  she  prevented  me  by  ad- 
dressing herself  to  her  father  thus  : — "Sir,  I 
have  gained  the  victory  over  the  genie,  as 
your  majesty  may  see;  but  it  is  a  victory 
that  costs  me  dear ;  I  have  but  a  few  minutes 
to  live,  and  you  vn\\  not  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  make  the  match  you  intended;  the 
fire  has  pierced  me  during  the  terrible  com- 
bat, and  I  find  it  consumes  me  by  degrees. 
This  wovdd  not  have  happened,  had  I  per- 
ceived the  last  of  the  pomegranate  seeds, 
and  swallowed  it,  as  I  did  the  other  when  I 
was  changed  into  a  cock  :  the  genie  had  fled 
thither  as  to  his  last  entrenchment,  and  upon 
that  the  success  of  the  combat  depended, 
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which  would  liave  been  successful,  and  with- 
out danger  to  me.  This  shp  obliged  me  to 
have  recourse  to  fii-e,  and  to  fight  with  those 
mighty  arms  as  I  did  between  heaven  and 
earth,  in  your  jiresence ;  for,  in  spite  of  all 
his  redoubtable  art  and  experience,  I  made 
the  genie  know  that  I  imderstood  more  than 
he :  I  have  conquered  and  reduced  him  to 
ashes,  but  I  cannot  escape  death,  which  is 
approaching." 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off  the  story  of 
the  second  calender,  and  said  to  the  sultan, 
Sir,  daylight  appears,  which  forbids  me  to 
say  any  more;  but  if  your  majesty  thinks 
fit  to  let  me  live  till  to-morrow,  you  shall 
hear  the  end  of  this  story.  Schahriar  con- 
sented, and  got  up  according  to  custom  to 
take  caro  of  the  allairs  of  his  empire. 


The  Fifty-Second  Night. 

DiXAnzADE  awaking  some  time  before  day, 
called  upon  the  sultaness,  and  said.  My 
dear  sister,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  I  would 
pray  you  to  finish  the  story  of  the  second 
calender.  Scheherazade  resumed  her  dis- 
course, and  went  on  as  follows  :  — 

The  calender  always  directing  his  speech 
to  Zobeide,  told  her.  Madam,  the  sultan 
suffered  the  princess,  the  Lady  of  Beauty,  to 
go  on  with  the  recital  of  her  combat,  and 
when  she  had  done,  he  spoke  to  her  in  a 
tone  that  sufficientlytestified  his  grief.  "My 
daughter, "said he,  "youseeinwhat  condition 
your  father  is ;  alas !  I  wonder  that  I  am  yet 
alive !  Your  governor,  the  eunuch,  is  dead, 
and  the  prince  whom  you  have  delivere(i 
from  his  enchantment  has  lost  one  of  his 
eyes."  He  coidd  speak  no  more,  for  his  tears, 
sighs,  and  sobs  made  him  speechless ;  his 
daughter  and  1  were  exceedingly  sensible  of 
his  sorrow,  and  wept  with  him. 

In  the  meantime,  while  we  were  vying 
with  each  other  in  grief,  the  princess  cried, 
"I  burn!  I  burn!"  She  found  that  the  fire 
which  consumed  her  had  at  last  seized  upon 
her  whole  body,  which  made  her  still  ciy,  ' '  I 
burn,"  until  death  had  made  an  end  of  her 
intolerable  pains.  The  effect  of  that  fire  was 
so  extraordinary,  that  in  a  few  moments 
she  was  wholly  reduced  to  ashes,  as  was  the 
genie. 

I  cannot  tell  you,  madam,  how  much  I 
was  grieved  at  so  dismal  a  spectacle;  I  had 
rather  all  my  life  have  continued  an  ajjc  or 
a  dog,  than  to  have  seen  my  benefactress 
thus  miserably  perish.  The  sultan  being 
afliicted  beyond  all  that  can  be  imagined, 
cried  out  piteously,  and  beat  himself  on  his 
head  and  stomach,  until  being  quite  over- 
come with  grief,  he  fainted  away,  which 
made  me  fear  for  his  life.  In  the  meantime 
the  eunuchs  and  oflicers  came  running  at 


the  sultan's  cries,  and  with  very  much  ado 
brought  him  to  himself  again.  There  was 
no  need  for  that  prince  and  me  to  give 
them  a  long  narrative  of  this  adventure,  in 
order  to  convince  them  of  their  great  loss. 
The  two  heaps  of  ashes,  into  which  the 
jirincess  and  the  genie  had  been  reduced, 
were  sufficient  demonstration.  The  sultan 
was  hardly  able  to  stand,  but  was  forced  to 
be  supi>orted  by  them  till  he  could  get  to  his 
apartment. 

When  the  noise  of  the  tragical  event  had 
spread  itself  throiigh  the  palace  and  the 
city,  all  the  peoi^le  bewailed  the  misfortime 
of  the  princess,  the  Lady  of  Beauty,  and 
were  much  affected  by  the  sultan's  afliiction. 
Every  one  was  in  deep  mourning  for  seven 
days,  and  many  ceremonies  were  performed. 
The  ashes  of  the  genie  were  thrown  into  the 
air,  but  those  of  the  princess  were  gathered 
into  a  precioiis  urn,  to  be  kept,  and  the  urn 
was  set  in  a  stately  tomb,  which  was  built 
for  that  purpose  on  tlie  same  jjlace  where  the 
ashes  had  lain. 

The  grief  which  the  sultan  conceived  for 
the  loss  of  his  daughter  threw  him  into  a  fit 
of  sickness,  which  confined  him  to  his  cham- 
ber for  a  whole  month.  He  had  not  fuUy 
recovered  strength  when  he  sent  for  me. 
"Prince,' said  he,  "hearken  to  the  orders 
that  I  now  give  you ;  it  will  cost  you  your  life 
if  you  do  not  jiut  them  into  execution."  I  as- 
sured him  of  exact  obedience.  Upon  which, 
he  went  on  thus  :  "I  have  constantly  lived  in 
perfect  felicity,  and  was  never  crossed  by  any 
accident :  but  by  your  arrival  all  the  happi- 
ness I  jiossessed  is  vanished;  my  daughter 
is  dead,  her  governor  is  no  more,  and  it  is 
through  a  miracle  that  I  am  yet  alive.  You 
are  the  cause  of  all  those  misfortunes,  for 
which  it  is  impossible  that  I  should  be  com- 
forted ;  therefore  dejtart  from  hence  in  peace, 
without  farther  delay,  for  I  myself  must 
])erish  if  you  stay  any  longer :  lam  persuaded 
that  your  presence  brings  mischief  along  Avith 
it.  This  is  all  I  have  to  say  to  you.  Depart, 
and  take  care  of  ever  appearing  again  in  my 
dominions  ;  no  consideration  whatsoever 
shall  hinder  me  from  making  you  repent  of 
it."  I  was  going  to  speak,  but  he  stojipcd 
my  mouth  by  words  full  of  anger;  and  so  I 
was  obliged  to  remove  from  his  palace,  re- 
jected, banished,  an  outcast  from  the  world; 
and  not  knowing  what  would  become  of  me, 
before  I  left  the  city  I  went  into  a  bagnio, 
where  T  caused  my  beard  and  eyebrows  to 
be  shaved,  and  put  on  a  calender's  habit.  I 
began  my  journey,  not  so  much  deploring  my 
own  miseries  as  the  death  of  the  two  fair 
princesses,  of  which  I  had  been  the  occasion. 
I  jiassed  through  many  countries  without 
making  myself  known ;  at  last  I  resolved  to 
come  to  Bagdad,  in  hopes  to  get  myself  in- 
troduced to  the  commander  of  the  faithful, 
to  move  his  compassion  by  giving  him  an 
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account  of  my  strange  aclventiu-es.  I  came 
hither  this  evening,  and  the  first  man  I  met 
Avas  this  calender,  our  brother,  who  spoke 
before  me.  Yon  know  the  remaining  part, 
madam,  and  the  cause  of  my  having  the 
honour  to  be  here. 

AVheu  the  second  calender  made  an  end  of 
his  story,  Zobeide,  to  whom  he  had  addressed 
his  speech,  told  him,  It  is  well;  you  may 
go  which  way  you  please;  I  give  you  leave: 
but  instead  of  departing,  he  also  petitioned 
the  lady  to  shew  hini  the  same  favour  she 
had  vouchsafed  to  the  first  calender,  and 
went  and  sat  down  by  him. — But,  sir,  said 
Scheherazade,  as  she  sjjoke  these  words,  it  is 
day,  and  I  must  not  proceed;  I  dare,  how- 
ever, assure  you,  that  how  agreeable  soever 
this  story  of  the  second  calender  may  seem 
to  you,  that  of  the  third  will  be  no  less 
worthy  of  your  hearing,  if  yoiu-  majesty  be 
jileased  to  have  patience.  The  sultan  beuig 
desirous  to  know  whether  it  woidd  appear  so 
wonderful  as  the  last,  got  out  of  bed  with  a 
resolution  to  prolong  Scheherazade's  life 
farther,  though  the  delay  he  had  granted 
was  determined  several  days  before. 


The  Fifty-Thipd  Night. 

About  the  latter  end  of  the  following  night, 
Dmarzade  addressed  herself  to  the  sidtaness 
thus  : — Dear  sister,  I  jiray,  until  day  appear, 
which  will  be  very  soon,  be  pleased  to  relate 
some  of  the  fine  stories  you  have  read. — 
I  woidd  willingly,  said  Schahriar,  hear  the 
story  of  the  third  calender. — Sir,  rephed 
Scheherazade,  you  shall  be  obeyed.  The 
third  calender,  perceiving  it  was  his  turn  to 
speak,  addi-essed  his  speech  as  the  rest  had 
done,   to  Zobeide,  and  began  in  this  mau- 


THE  niSTOItY  OF  THE  THIRD  CALENDER,  A 

king's  son. 

I\Iy  story,  most  honourable  lady,  very 
much  differs  from  what  you  have  heard  al- 
ready. The  two  princes  that  spoke  before 
me  have  each  lost  an  eye  by  the  pure  effects 
of  their  destiny,  but  mine  I  lost  through  my 
own  faidt,  and  by  hastening  to  seek  my  oavti 
misfortime,  as  you  shall  hear  by  the  sequel 
of  the  story. 

My  name  is  Agib,  and  T  am  the  sou  of  a 
king,  who  was  called  Cassib.  After  his  death 
I  took  possession  of  his  dominions,  and  re- 
sided in  the  same  city  where  he  lived  before. 
The  city  is  situated  on  the  sea-coast,  has 
one  of  the  finest  and  safest  harbours  in  the 
world,  an  arsenal  capable  of  fitting  out  for 
sea  one  hundred  and  fifty  men-of-war,  that 
are  always  ready,  and  fifty  merchantmen 
and  light  frigates,  and  pleasure-boats  be- 


sides. My  kingdom  is  composed  of  several 
fine  i^rovinces  upon  the  maiidand,  besides 
a  number  of  spacious  islands,  every  one  of 
which  lies  almost  in  sight  of  my  capital 
city. 

The  first  thing  I  tlid  was  to  visit  the  pro- 
vinces. I  afterwards  caused  my  whole  iieet 
to  be  fitted  out  and  manned,  and  went  to 
my  islands  to  gain  the  hearts  of  my  subjects 
by  my  presence,  and  to  confirm  them  in 
then-  loyalty ;  and  some  time  after  I  re- 
turned, I  went  thither  again.  These  voy- 
ages giving  me  some  taste  for  navigation,  I 
took  so  much  pleasure  in  it  that  I  resolved 
to  make  some  discoveries  beyond  my  islands; 
to  which  end,  I  caused  only  ten  shijis  to  be 
fitted  out,  embarked  on  board  them,  and  set 
sail. 

Our  voyage  was  very  successfid  for  forty 
days  together;  but  on  the  forty-first  night 
the  wind  became  conti-ary,  and  withal  so 
boisterous,  that  we  Avere  near  being  lost  iu 
the  storm.  About  break  of  day,  the  wind 
grew  calm,  the  clouds  dispersed,  and  the 
sun  having  brought  back  fair  weather,  we 
came  close  to  an  island,  where  we  remained 
two  days,  to  take  in  fresh  i)rovisions;  after 
which  we  put  oif  again  to  sea.  After  ten 
days'  sail,  we  were  in  hopes  of  seeing  land  ; 
for  the  tempests  we  had  gone  through  had  so 
much  abated  my  curiosity  that  I  gave  orders 
to  steer  back  to  my  own  coast;  but  I  per- 
ceived, at  the  same  time,  that  my  pilot 
knew  not  Avhere  we  were.  Upon  the  tenth 
day,  a  seaman  being  sent  to  look  out  for 
land  from  the  main-mast  head,  gave  notice 
that  on  starboard  and  larboard  he  could  see 
nothing  but  the  sky  and  the  sea,  which 
bounded  the  horizon;  but  just  before  us, 
upon  the  stern,  he  saw  a  great  blackness. 

The  pilot  changed  colour  at  this  relation; 
and,  throwing  his  turban  on  the  deck  with 
one  hand,  and  beating  his  breast  with  the 
other,  cried,  "0  sir!  we  are  all  lost!  not 
one  of  us  will  escape  !  and,  with  all  my 
skill  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  prevent  it." 
Having  spoken  thus,  he  fell  to  crying  like  a 
man  who  foresaw  unavoidable  ruin :  his  de- 
spair put  the  whole  ship's  crew  in  fear.  I 
asked  him  what  reason  he  had  thus  to  de- 
spair ?  He  told  me  the  tempest  which  he 
had  outlived  had  brought  us  so  far  out  oi 
our  course,  that  to-morrow  about  noon  we 
should  come  near  to  that  black  place,  which 
is  nothing  else  but  the  black  mountain,  that 
is,  a  mine  of  adamant,  which  at  this  very 
minute  draws  all  your  fleet  towards  it,  by 
virtue  of  the  iron  and  the  nails  that  are  in 
your  ships ;  and  when  we  come  to-morrow 
at  a  certain  distance,  the  strength  of  the 
adamant  Avill  have  such  a  force,  that  all  the 
nails  will  be  drawn  out  of  the  sides  and  bot- 
toms of  the  shii)s,  and  fasten  to  the  moun- 
tain; so  that  your  vessel  wiU  fall  to  pieces, 
and  sink  to  the  bottom :  and  as  the  adamant 
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has  a  vii-tuc  to  draw  all  iron  to  it,  whereby 
its  attraction  becomes  stronger,  tliis  moun- 
tain on  the  side  of  the  sea  is  covered  over 
with  nails,  dra-\m  out  of  an  infinite  number 


of  vessels  that  have  perished  by  it ;  and  this 
preserves  and  augments  its  virtue  at  the 
I  Bame  time. 

' '  This  mountain, "  continued  the  pilot,  ' '  is 
very  rugged :  on  the  top  of  it  there  is  a  dome 
of  line  brass,  supported  by  pillars  of  the 
same;  and  upon  the  top  of  that  dome  there 
stands  a  horse  of  the  same  metal,  with  a 
rider  on  his  back,  who  has  a  plate  of  lead 
fixed  to  his  breast,  upon  which  some  talis- 
manic  characters  are  engraven.  So,  the  tra- 
dition is,  that  this  statue  is  the  chief  cause 
that  so  many  ships  and  men  have  been  lost 
and  sunk  in  this  jilace,  and  that  it  will  ever 
contuiue  to  be  fatal  to  all  those  who  have 
the  misfortime  to  come  near  to  it,  until  it 
shall  be  thrown  down." 

The  pUot,  having  ended  his  discourse, 
began  to  weep  afresh,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
ship's  company  did  the  like.  I  had  no  other 
thought  but  that  my  days  were  there  to  have 
an  end.  In  the  meantime,  every  one  began 
to  provide  for  his  own  safetj^  and  to  that 
end  took  aU  imaginable  precautions  ;  and, 
being  uncertain  of  the  event,  they  all  made 
one  another  their  heu-s,  by  virtue  of  a  will, 
for  the  benefit  of  those  that  should  happen 
to  be  saved. 

The  next  morning  we  perceived  the  black 
mountain  very  plain,  and  the  idea  we  had 
conceived  of  it  made  it  appear  more  fright- 
f  id  than  it  was.  About  noon  we  were  come 
so  near,  that  we  foimd  what  the  pilot  had 
foretold  to  be  true ;  for  we  saw  all  the  naUs 
and  iron  about  the  ships  fly  towards  the 
mountain,  where  they  fixed,  by  the  \'iolence 
of  the  attraction,  with  a  horrible  noise :  the 
ships  split  asimder,  and  sunk  into  the  sea, 
wliich  was  so  deep  about  the  place,  that  we 
coidd  not  sound  it.  All  my  people  were 
dro-«Tied;  but  God  had  mercy  on  me,  and 
liermitted  me  to  save  myseK  by  means  of  a 
plank,  which  the  wind  drove  ashore  just  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  I  did  not  receive 
the  least  hui-t ;  and  my  good  fortune  brought 
me  to  a  landing-place,  where  there  were 
steps  that  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  moim- 
tain. 

Scheherazade  would  have  gone  on  with 
her  story,  but  day  ajipearing,  she  was  obliged 
to  keep  silence.  The  sultan  was  convinced 
by  this  beginning  that  the  sultaness  had  not 
deceived  him ;  and  therefore  we  are  not  to 
wonder  that  he  did  not  order  her  to  die  that 
day. 


The  Fifty-Fourth  Night. 

Foil  PIcaven's  sake,  cried  Diuarzade,   next 
morning,  if  yoii  be  not  asleep,  sister,  go  on 


with  the  story  of  the  third  calender. — My 
dear  sister,  said  Scheherazade,  the  prince 
renewed  his  discourse  thus  : — 

At  the  sight  of  these  steps,  said  he,  for 
there  was  not  a  lait  of  groimd,  either  on  the 
right  or  left,  whereon  a  man  coidd  set  his 
foot,  I  gave  thanks  to  God,  and  recom- 
mended myself  to  His  holy  protection,  as  I 
began  to  mount  the  stei)s,  which  were  so 
narrow,  rugged,  and  hard  to  get  up,  that 
had  the  wind  blown  ever  so  little,  it  would 
have  thrown  me  down  into  the  sea.  But  at 
last  I  got  up  to  the  top,  without  any  acci- 
dent. I  came  into  the  dome,  and,  kneeling 
on  the  ground,  gave  God  thanks  for  His 
mercies  to  me. 

I  passed  the  night  imder  the  dome  ;  and 
in  my  sleep  an  old,  grave  man  appeared  to 
me,  and  said  :  "Hearken,  Agib  :  as  soon  as 
thou  art  awake,  dig  Tip  the  ground  imder 
thy  feet ;  thou  shalt  find  a  bow  of  brass, 
and  three  arrows  of  lead,  that  are  made  iin- 
der  certain  constellations,  to  deliver  man- 
kind fi'om  the  many  calamities  that  threaten 
them.  Shoot  the  three  arrows  at  the  statue, 
and  the  rider  shall  fall  into  the  sea,  but  the 
horse  -will  fall  down  by  thy  side,  which  thou 
must  bury  in  the  same  jjlace  from  whence 
thou  tookest  the  bow  and  arrows.  This 
being  done,  the  sea  will  swell  and  rise  iip  to 
the  foot  of  the  dome  that  stands  upon  the 
top  of  the  mountain  :  -when  it  comes  up  so 
high,  thou  shalt  see  a  boat,  with  one  man 
holding  an  oar  in  each  hand.  This  man  is 
also  of  metal,  but  difierent  from  that  thon 
hast  thrown  do-wn;  step  on  board  to  him, 
without  mentioning  the  name  of  God,  and 
let  him  conduct  thee.  He  will  in  ten  days' 
time  Ijring  thee  into  another  sea,  where  thou 
shalt  find  an  opportimity  to  get  home  to  thy 
country  safe  and  sound,  provided,  as  I  have 
told  thee,  thou  dost  not  mention  the  name 
of  God  during  the  whole  voyage." 

This  was  the  substance  of  the  old  man's 
discourse.  When  I  awoke  I  was  veiy  much 
comforted  by  the  vision,  and  did  not  fail  to 
observe  everything  that  he  had  commanded 
me.  I  took  the  bow  and  arrows  out  of  the 
groimd,  shot  at  the  horseman,  and,  with  the 
thu-d  arrow,  I  overthrew  him  :  he  fell  into 
the  sea,  and  the  horse  fell  by  my  side,  wliich 
1  buried  iu  the  place  whence  I  took  the 
bow  and  arrows.  In  the  meantime  the  sea 
swelled,  and  rose  up  by  degrees  :  when  it 
came  as  high  as  the  foot  of  the  dome  that 
stood  upon  the  top  of  the  moimtain,  I  saw 
afar  off  a  boat  rowing  towards  me,  and  I 
returned  God  thanks  that  everything  suc- 
ceeded according  to  my  dream. 

At  last  the  boat  made  land,  and  I  saw  the 
man  was  made  of  metal,  as  I  had  dreamt. 
I  stepped  aboard,  and  took  great  heed  not  to 
pronoimce  the  name  of  God,  neither  spoke 
I  one  word.  I  sat  down,  and  the  man  of 
metal  began  to  row  ofi  from  the  mountain. 
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He  rowed  without  ceasing  till  the  ninth  clay, 
when  I  saw  some  islands,  which  gave  me 
hopes  that  I  should  escape  all  the  danger  that 
I  feared.  The  excess  of  ray  joy  made  me  for- 
get what  I  was  forbidden  to  do:  "Blessed 
be  God  ! "  said  I ;   "  God  be  praised ! " 

I  had  no  sooner  spoken  these  Avords  but 
the  boat  sunk  with  the  man  of  metal ;  and, 
leaviug  me  upon  the  siu-face,  I  swam  the  re- 


maining part  of  the  day  towards  that  land 
which  appeared  nearest  to  me.  A  very  dark 
night  succeeded  :  and  not  knowing  where  I 
was,  I  swam  at  a  venture.  My  strength  at 
last  began  to  fail,  and  I  despaired  of  being 
able  to  save  myself,  when  the  wind  began 
to  blow  hard,  and  a  wave  as  big  as  a  moun- 
tain threw  me  on  a  flat,  where  it  left  me, 
and  drew  back.     I  made  haste  to  get  ashore, 


fearing  another  wave  might  wash  me  back 
again.  The  first  thing  I  did  was  to  strip, 
and  wring  the  water  out  of  my  clothes,  and 
then  lay  them  down  on  the  cby  sand, 
which  was  still  pretty  Avarm  by  the  heat  of 
the  day. 

ISText  morning  the  sun  dried  my  clothes 
early ;  I  put  them  on,  and  went  forward  to 
see  where  I  was.  I  had  not  walked  very 
far  till  I  found  I  was  got  upon  a  little  de- 
sert island,  though  very  pleasant,  where 
there  grew  several  sorts  of  trees  and  -ndld 
fiiiits ;  but  I  perceived  it  was  very  far  from 
the  continent,  which  much  diminished  the 
joy  I  conceived  for  having  escaped  the  dan- 
ger of  the  seas.  I  notwithstanding  recom- 
mended myself  to  God,  and  ])rayed  Him  to 
dispose  of  me  according  to  His  good  will 
and  pleasiu-e.  At  the  same  time  I  saw  a 
vessel  coming  from  the  mainland,  before  the 
wind,  directly  to  the  island.  I  doubted 
not  but  they  were  coming  to  anchor  there  ; 
and  being  uncertain  what  sort  of  people 
they  might  be,  whether  friends  or  foes,  I 
thought  it  not  safe  for  me  to  be  seen.  I 
got  up  into  a  very  thick  tree,  from  whence 
T  might  safely  view  them.  The  vessel  came 
into  a  little  creek,  where  ten  slaves  landed, 
carrying  a  spade  and  other  instruments  fit 
for  digging  up  the  ground.  They  went  to- 
wards the  middle  of  the  island,  where  I  saw 
them  stop,  and  dig  the  ground  a  long  while ; 
after  which  I  thought  I  saw  them  lift  up  a 
trap-door.  They  returned  again  to  the  ves- 
sel, and  Tuiladed  several  sorts  of  i^ro visions 
and  furniture,  which  they  carried  to  th:i(-i 


place  where  they  had  broken  ground,  and  so 
went  downward ;  which  made  me  suppose  it 
was  a  subterraneous  dwelling. 

I  saw  them  once  more  go  to  the  ship,  and 
return  soon  after  with  an  old  man,  who  led 
a  very  handsome  young  lad  in  his  hand,  of 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age.  They 
all  went  down  at  the  trap-door ;  and,  being 
come  up  again,  having  let  down  the  trap- 
door, and  covered  it  over  with  earth,  they 
returned  to  the  creek  where  the  ship  lay; 
but  I  saw  not  the  yoimg  man  in  their  com- 
l^any.  This  made  me  believe  that  he  staid 
behind  in  that  place  under  ground,  at  which 
I  could  not  but  be  extremely  astonished. 

The  old  man  and  the  slaves  went  aboard 
again,  and  the  vessel  being  got  under  sail, 
steered  its  course  towards  the  mainland. 
When  I  perceived  they  were  at  such  distance 
that  they  could  not  see  me,  I  came  down 
from  the  tree,  and  went  dii-ectlj-  to  the  place 
where  I  had  seen  the  ground  broken.  I 
moved  the  earth  by  degrees,  till  I  found  a 
stone  that  was  two  or  three  feet  square.  I 
lifted  it  up,  and  saw  that  it  covered  the 
head  of  the  stairs,  which  were  also  of  stone. 
1  went  down,  and  came  into  a  large  room, 
where  there  was  laid  a  foot-carpet,  and  a 
couch,  covered  with  tapestry  and  cushions 
of  rich  stuff,  upon  which  the  young  man 
sat,  with  a  fan  in  his  hand.  I  saw  all  this 
by  the  light  of  two  tapers,  together  with  the 
friuts  and  flower-pots  he  had  standing  about 
him.  The  young  lad  was  startled  at  the 
sight  of  me ;  but  to  rid  him  of  his  fear  I 
said  to  him  as  I  came  in,  "  Whoever  you  be, 
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sir,  do  not  fear  auytliiiig :  a  king,  and  tlie 
son  of  a  king,  as  I  am,  is  not  capable  of 
doing  you  any  prejudice ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  jirobable  that  yoiu-  good  destiny  has 
brought  me  hither  to  deliver  you  out  of  this 
tomb,  where  it  seems  they  have  biu'ied  you 
alive,  for  reasons  unknown  to  me.  But  that 
which  makes  me  wonder,  and  what  I  cannot 
conceive,  (for  you  must  know  that  I  have 
been  witness  to  all  that  hath  passed  since 
your  coming  into  this  island,)  is,  that  you 
suffered  yourself  to  be  buried  in  this  place 
without  any  resistance." 

Scheherazade  broke  ofi'  here ;  and  the  sul- 
tan arose,  very  impatient  to  know  why  this 
young  lad  was  thus  abandoned  in  a  desert 
island,  as  to  which  he  promised  himself  satis- 
faction nex't  night. 


The  Pifty-Fiftli  Niglit. 

DiNARZADE,  perceiving  it  was  time  to  call 
upon  the  sultaness,  said.  Sister,  if  you  be 
not  asleep,  pray  resume  the  story  of  the 
third  calender.  Scheherazade  gave  her  no 
occasion  to  repeat  her  request,  and  went  on 
in  this  manner  : — 

The  young  man,  continued  the  third  ca- 
lender, recovered  himself  at  these  words, 
and  prayed  me,  with  a  smiling  countenance, 
to  sit  down  by  him ;  which,  when  I  had 
done,  he  said,  "  Prince,  I  am  to  acquaint 
you  with  a  matter  so  extraordinary  in  itself, 
that  it  cannot  but  surprise  you. 

"  My  father  is  a  merchant  jeweller,  who, 
through  his  ingenuity  in  his  calling,  has  ac- 
quired a  great  estate.  He  has  many  slaves, 
and  also  deputies,  whom  he  employs  to  go 
as  supercargoes  to  sea  with  his  own  ships,  on 
pui-pose  to  maintain  the  corresjjoudence  he 
has  at  several  courts,  which  he  furnishes  with 
such  precious  stones  as  they  want. 

"  He  had  been  married  a  long  while,  and 
without  issue,  when  he  understood  1)y  a 
dream  that  he  should  have  a  son,  though  his 
life  woidd  be  but  short ;  at  which  he  was 
very  much  concerned  when  he  awoke. 
Some  days  after,  my  mother  acquainted 
him  that  she  was  with  chdd  ;  and  what  she 
supposed  to  be  the  time  of  her  conception 
agreed  exactly  with  the  day  of  his  tlream. 
She  was  brought  to  bed  of  me  at  the  end  of 
nine  months,  which  occasioned  great  joy  in 
the  family. 

"  My  father,  who  had  observed  the  very 
moment  of  my  birth,  consulted  astrologers 
about  my  nativity,  who  told  him,  '  Your  son 
shall  live  very  happily  till  the  age  of  fifteen, 
when  he  will  be  in  danger  of  losing  his  life, 
and  hardly  )je  able  to  escajie  it ;  but  if  his 
good  destiny  preserve  him  beyond  that  time, 
he  wiU  live  to  grow  very  old.  It  will  be 
(said  they)  when  the  statue  of  brass,  that 


stands  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain  of  ada- 
mant, shaU  be  throMTi  down  into  the  sea  by 
Prince  A  gib,  son  of  King  Cassib  ;  and,  as  the 
stars  prognosticate,  your  son  shall  be  killed 
fifty  days  afterwards  by  that  prince.' 

"  As  the  event  of  this  part  of  the  predic- 
tion about  the  statue  agrees  exactly  with  my 
father'.s  dream,  it  afflicted  him  so  much  that 
he  was  struck  to  the  very  heart  with  it.  In 
the  meantime  he  took  all  imaginable  care  of 
my  education  untd  this  present  year,  which 
is  the  fifteenth  of  my  age ;  and  he  had  no- 
tice given  him  yesterday  that  the  statue  of 
brass  had  been  thrown  into  the  sea  about 
ten  days  ago  by  that  same  prince  T  told  you 
of.  This  news  has  cost  him  so  many  tears, 
and  has  alarmed  him  so  much,  that  he  looks 
not  like  himself. 

"  Ujjon  these  predictions  of  the  astrologers, 
he  has  sought  by  all  means  possible  to  fal- 
sify my  horoscope,  and  to  preserve  my  life. 
It  is  not  long  since  he  took  the  precaution 
to  budd  me  this  subterranean  habitation  to 
hide  me  in,  till  the  expiration  of  the  fifty 
days  after  the  thromng  down  of  the  statue ; 
and  therefore,  since  it  was  ten  days  ago  that 
this  had  happened,  he  came  hastily  hitherto 
hide  me,  and  promised  at  the  end  of  forty 
days  to  come  again,  and  fetch  me  out.  As 
for  my  own  part,  I  am  in  good  hojies,  and 
cannot  believe  that  Prince  Agib  will  come  to 
seek  for  me  in  a.  place  under  ground,  in  the 
midst  of  a  desert  island.  This,  my  lord,  is 
what  I  have  to  say  to  you." 

AVhde  the  jeweller's  son  was  telling  me 
this  story,  I  laughed  in  myself  at  those  as- 
trologers who  had  foretold  that  I  should  take 
away  his  life  ;  for  I  thought  myself  so  far 
from  being  likely  to  verify  what  they  said, 
that  he  had  scarce  done  speaking  when  I  told 
him,  with  great  joy,  "Dear  sir,  i)ut  your 
confidence  in  the  goodness  of  God,  and  fear 
nothing  :  you  may  consider  it  as  a  debt  you 
was  to  pay,  but  that  you  are  acquitted  of  it 
from  this  very  hour.  I  am  glad  that,  after 
my  shipwi-eck,  I  came  so  fortunately  hither 
to  defend  you  against  all  those  that  would 
attempt  your  death.  I  wUl  not  leave  you 
tiU  the  forty  days  are  exjiired,  of  which  the 
foolish  astrologers  have  made  you  apprehen- 
sive ;  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  I  will  do  you 
all  the  service  that  lies  in  my  power.  After 
which,  I  shaU  have  the  benefit  of  getting  to 
the  maiidand  in  your  vessel,  with  leave  of 
your  father  and  yourself  ;  and  wdien  I  am 
returned  into  my  kingdom,  I  shall  remember 
the  obligations  I  owe  yon,  and  endeavour  to 
demonstrate  my  acknowledgments  in  a  suit- 
able manner." 

This  my  discourse  encoxiraged  the  jewel- 
ler's son,  and  inspired  him  with  confidence 
in  me.  I  took  care  not  to  tell  liim  I  was  the 
very  Agib  whom  he  dreaded,  lest  I  should 
put  him  into  a  fright,  and  took  as  much  care 
not  to  give  him  any  cause  to  suspect  it.     We 
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passed  the  time  in  several  cliscoiirscs  till 
night  came  on  :  I  found  the  young  lad  of 
ready  wit,  and  jiartook  with  him  of  his  pro- 
visions, of  which  he  had  enough  to  have 
lasted  beyond  the  forty  days,  tliough  he  had 
more  guests  than  myself.  After  supper  we 
continued  sometime  in  discourse;  at  last  we 
went  to  hed. 

The  next  day,  when  we  got  up,  I  held  the 
basin  and  water  to  him  ;  I  also  provided 
dinner,  and  set  it  on  the  table  in  due  time  : 
after  we  had  done,  I  invented  a  play  to  di- 
vert ourselves,  not  only  for  that  day,  but 
for  those  that  followed.  I  prepared  supper 
after  the  same  manner  as  I  had  prepared 
dinner  ;  and  having  suj^ped,  we  went  to  bed 
as  formerly.  We  had  time  enough  to  con- 
tract friendship.  I  found  he  loved  me  ;  and 
for  my  part,  I  had  so  great  a  respect  for  him, 
that  I  have  often  said  to  myself,  "  Those  as- 
trologers who  predicted  to  his  father  that  his 
son  shuidd  die  by  my  hand  were  impostors ; 
for  it  is  not  possible  that  I  should  commit  so 
base  an  action."  In  short,  madam,  we  spent 
thirty-nine  days  in  the  pleasantest  manner 
tliat  coiild  be,  in  a  place  like  that  imder 
ground. 

The  fortieth  day  appeared  ;  and  in  the 
morning,  when  the  young  man  awoke,  he 
said  to  mc,  with  a  transport  of  joy  that  he 
could  not  restrain,  "Prince,  this  is  the  for- 
tieth day,  and  I  am  not  dead,  thanks  to  God 


and  your  good  company.  My  father  will 
not  fail  to  be  here  anon,  to  give  you  a  testi- 
mony of  his  gratitude  for  it,  and  shall  fur- 
nish you  with  all  that  is  necessary  for  your 
return  to  your  kingdom  :  but  in  the  mean- 
time," said  he,  "  I  beg  you  to  get  ready  some 
water  very  warm,  to  wash  my  whole  body  in 
that  portable  bagnio,  that  I  may  clean  mj'- 
self  and  change  my  clothes,  to  receive  my 
father  more  cheerfidly." 

I  set  the  water  on  the  fire,  and  when  it 
was  hot,  put  it  into  the  movable  bagnio : 
the  youth  went  in,  and  I  myself  washed  and 
rubbed  him.  At  last  he  came  out,  and  laid 
himself  do\\Ti  in  his  bed  that  I  had  prepared, 
and  covered  him  with  his  bed-clothes.  After 
he  had  slept  awhile  he  awoke,  and  said, 
"  Dear  prince,  pray  do  me  the  favour  to  fetch 
me  a  melon  and  some  sugar,  that  I  may  eat 
some,  and  refresh  me." 

Out  of  several  melons  that  remained,  I 
took  the  best  and  laid  it  on  a  i)late;  and 
because  I  could  not  find  a  knife  to  cut  it 
with,  I  asked  the  yoimg  man  if  he  knew 
where  there  was  one.  "  There  is  one,"  said 
he,  "upon  this  cornice  over  my  head."  I 
accordingly  saw  it  there,  and  made  so  much 
haste  to  reach  it,  that  while  I  had  it  in  my 
liand,  my  foot  being  entangled  in  the  cover- 
ing, I  fell  most  Tinhai)pily  upon  the  young 
man,  and  the  knife  ran  into  his  heart  in  a 
minute. 


At  this  spectacle  I  cried  outmost  hideous- 
ly :  I  beat  my  head,  my  face,  and  breast ; 
I  tore  my  clothes  ;  T  threw  myself  on  the 
ground  with  unspeakable  sorrow  and  grief. 
"Alas!"  Icricd,  "there  were  only  some  hours 
wanting  to  have  put  liim  out  of  that  danger 
fi'oni  which  he  sought  sanctuary  hero  ;  and 
when  I  myself  thought  the  danger  i)ast,  then 
T  became  his  murdeier,  and  verilicd  the  ])rc- 
diction.  But,  0  Lord  ! "  said  I,  lifting  up  my 
face  and  hands  to  heaven,  "1  entreat  thyjiar- 
don,  and  if  I  be  guilty  of  his  death,  let  mc 
not  live  any  hmger." 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  was  obliged 


a^«^y.XT— -^-js^ 


to  break  off  this  doleful  story.  The  sultan 
of  the  Indies  was  moved  with  it,  and  felt  very 
uneasy  to  think  what  woidd  become  of  the 
calender  after  this  ;  and  resolved  that  Sche- 
herazade should  not  die  that  day,  because 
she  was  the  only  person  that  coidd  resulvo 
him. 


The  Pifty-Sixtli  Night. 

DiNAnz.\.DE  awaked  the  sultaness  next  morn- 
ing as  usual.  If  you  be  not  asleep,  sister, 
said  she,  pray  tell  us  what  passed  after  the 
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death,  of  the  3"uimij  man.  She  went  on  as 
follo-ws : — 

Madam,  continued  the  third  calender,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  Zobeide,  after  this  misfor- 
tune I  would  have  embraced  death  without 
Jiny  reluctance,  had  it  presented  itself  to  me. 
But  what  we  wish  to  ourselves,  whether 
good  or  bad,  -sviU  not  always  happeii.  Never- 
theless, considering  with  myself  that  all  my 
tears  and  sorrows  would  not  bring  the  young 
man  to  life  again,  and  the  forty  days  being 
expired,  I  might  be  surprised  by  his  father, 
I  tjuitted  the  subterranean  dwelling,  laid 
down  the  gi-eat  stone  upon  the  entiy  of  it, 
and  covered  it  with  earth. 

I  had  scarce  done,  when  casting  my  eyes 
upon  the  sea  towards  the  mainland,  I  per- 
ceived the  vessel  coming  to  fetch  home  the 
young  man.  I  began  then  to  consider  what 
I  had  best  do :  T  said  to  myself,  "  If  I  am  seen 
by  the  old  man,  he  -nTll  certainly  lay  hold  of 
me,  and  perhaps  cause  me  to  be  massacred 
by  his  slaves,  when  he  has  seen  that  his  son 
is  killed  :  aU  that  I  can  allege  to  justify  my- 
self will  not  persuade  him  of  my  innocence. 
It  is  better  for  me  then  to  withdraw,  since  it 
is  in  my  power,  than  to  expose  myself  to  his 
resentment." 

There  happened  to  be  near  that  subter- 
ranean habitation  a  large  ti-ee  with  thick 
leaves,  which  I  thought  fit  to  hide  me  in. 
I  got  up  to  it,  and  was  no  sooner  fixed  in  a 
place  where  I  could  not  be  seen,  than  I  saw 
the  vessel  come  to  the  same  place  where  she 
lay  the  first  time. 

This  old  man  and  his  slaves  landed  imme- 
diately, and  advanced  towards  the  subter- 
ranean dwelling,  with  a  countenance  that 
shewed  some  hope  ;  but  when  they  saw  the 
earth  had  been  newly  removed,  they  changed 
coloui-,  particularly  the  old  man.  They  lift- 
ed up  the  stone  and  went  down  ;  they  called 
the  young  man  by  his  name,  but  he  not 
answering,  their  fears  increased  ;  they  went 
down  to  seek  him,  and  at  length  found  him 
lying  upon  the  bed,  with  the  knife  in  his 
heart,  for  I  had  not  power  to  take  it  out. 
At  this  sight  they  cried  o\it  lamentably, 
which  increased  my  son'ow  :  the  old  man 
fell  down  in  a  swoon.  The  slaves,  to  give 
him  air,  brought  him  up  in  their  arms,  and 
laid  him  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  where  I  was  ; 
out  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  they  took 
to  recover  him,  the  unfortunate  father  con- 
tinued a  long  while  in  that  condition,  and 
made  them  oftener  than  once  despair  of  his 
life  ;  but  at  last  he  came  to  himself.  Then 
the  slaves  brought  iip  his  son's  corpse, 
iressed  in  his  Ijest  ajiparel,  and  when  they  had 
made  a  grave  they  put  him  into  it.  The  old 
man,  supported  by  two  slaves,  and  his  face 
covered  with  tears,  threw  the  first  earth 
upon  him ;  after  which  the  slaves  fiUed  up 
the  grave. 

This  being  done,  all  the  furniture   was 


broiight  np  from  under  ground,  and,  with 
the  remaining  provisions,  put  on  board  the 
vessel.  The  old  man,  overcome  with  sor- 
row, and  not  being  able  to  stand,  Avas  laid 
upon  a  sort  of  litter  and  carried  to  the  ship, 
which  stood  out  to  sea,  and  in  a  short  time 
was  out  of  sight. — The  daylight  which  began 
to  enter  the  sultan's  apartment  obliged 
Scheherazade  to  stop  here  :  Schahriar  arose 
at  the  usual  hour,  and  for  the  same  reason 
as  before  he  prolonged  the  sultaness's  life, 
and  left  her  with  Dinarzade. 


The  Fifty-Seventh  Night, 

The  next  morning,  before  day,  Dinarzade 
addi-essed  herself  to  the  sidtaness  in  these 
words  :  My  dear  sister,  if  you  be  not  asleej), 
be  pleased  to  continue  the  adventures  of  the 
third  calender. — You  must  luiow  then,  sister, 
said  Scheherazade,  that  the  prince  went  on 
with  the  relation  of  his  story  to  Zobeide  and 
the  company  as  follows  : — 

After  the  old  man  and  his  slaves  were  gone 
with  the  vessel,  I  was  left  alone  upon  the 
island.  I  lay  that  night  in  the  subterranean 
dwelling,  which  they  had  shut  up  ;  and  when 
the  day  came,  I  walked  round  the  island,  an<l 
stopped  in  such  places  as  I  thought  most 
proper  to  repose  in. 

I  led  this  wearisome  life  for  a  whole 
month  ;  after  which  I  perceived  the  sea  to 
be  mightily  fallen,  the  island  to  be  much 
larger,  and  the  mainland  seemed  to  be  draw- 
ing near  me.  In  fact,  the  water  grew  so  low, 
that  there  was  but  a  small  stream  between 
me  and  the  mainland.  I  crossed  it,  and  the 
water  did  not  come  above  the  middle  of  my 
leg.  I  walked  so  long  upon  the  slime  and 
sand  that  I  was  very  Aveary  :  at  last  I  got 
uj)on  firm  ground,  and  when  at  a  good  dis- 
tance from  the  sea,  I  saw  a  good  way  before 
me  somewhat  like  a  great  lire,  which  gave 
me  some  comfort ;  for  I  said  to  myself,  "  I 
shall  find  somebody  or  other,  it  not  Ijeing 
possible  that  this  fire  should  kindle  of  itself ; " 
but  when  I  came  nearer  hand,  I  found  my 
error,  and  saw  that  w"hat  I  had  taken  for  a 
fire  was  a  castle  of  red  copper,  which  the 
beams  of  the  sun  made  to  look,  at  a  distance, 
as  if  it  had  been  in  flames. 

I  stopped  near  the  castle,  and  sat  down  to 
admire  its  admirable  structure,  and  to  rest 
a  while :  I  had  not  taken  such  a  fidl  view 
of  this  magnificent  building  as  it  deser\'ed, 
when  I  saw  ten  handsome  young  men  coming 
along,  as  if  they  had  been  taking  a  walk; 
but  what  most  surprised  me  was,  that  they 
were  aU  blind  of  the  right  eye :  they  accom- 
panied an  old  man,  who  was  very  tall,  and 
of  a  venerable  aspect. 

I  could  not  but  wonder  at  the  sight  of  so 
many  half-blind  men  all  together,  and  every 
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one  blind  of  the  same  eye :  as  I  was  think- 
ing in  my  mind  by  what  adventiire  all  these 
men  could  come  together,  they  came  up  to 
me,  and  seemed  very  glad  to  see  me.  Aiter 
the  first  compliments,  they  inquired  what 
had  brought  me  thither?  I  told  them  my 
story  would  be  somewhat  tedious,  but  if 
they  woidd  take  the  trouble  to  sit  down,  I 
would  satisfy  their  request.  They  tlid  so, 
and  I  related  to  them  all  that  had  happened 
unto  me  since  I  left  my  kingdom,  which 
tilled  them  with  astonishment. 

After  I  had  ended  my  discourse,  the  young 
gentlemen  jirayed  me  to  go  with  them  into 
tlie  castle.  I  accepted  the  proffer,  and  we 
jiassed  through  a  gi-eat  many  halls,  ante- 
chambers, bed-chambers,  and  closets,  very 
well  furnished,  and  came  at  last  into  a  sj)a- 
cious  hall,  where  there  were  ten  small  blue 
sofas  set  round,  separate  from  one  another, 
njion  which  they  sat  by  daj',  and  slept  by 
night.  In  the  middle  of  this  circle  stood  an 
eleventh  sofa,  not  so  high  as  the  rest,  but  of 
the  same  colour,  niiou  Avhich  the  old  man 
before  mentioned  sat  down,  and  the  young 
gentlemen  made  use  of  the  other  ten  :  but  as 
each  sofa  coiild  only  contain  one  man,  one 
of  the  young  men  said  to  me,  "Comrade,  sit 
down  upon  that  carpet  in  the  middle  of  the 
room,  and  do  not  inquire  into  anything  that 
concerns  ns,  nor  the  reason  why  we  are  all 
blind  of  the  right  eye;  be  content  with  what 
you  see,  and  let  not  your  cuiiosity  go  any 
farther." 

The  old  man  having  sat  a  little  while, 
rose  wyt  and  went  out;  but  he  returned  in  a 
minute  or  two,  brought  in  supi^er  to  those 
ten  gentlemen,  distributed  to  each  man  his 
jiortion  by  himself,  and  likewise  brought  me 
mine,  which  I  ate  by  myself,  as  the  rest  did ; 
and  when  sujiper  was  almost  ended,  he  pre- 
sented to  each  of  ns  a  cup  of  wine. 

They  thought  my  story  so  extraordinary 
that  they  made  me  rejieat  it  after  siipper, 
and  it  furnished  conversation  for  a  good  part 
of  the  night.  One  of  the  gentlemen  observ- 
ing that  it  was  late,  said  to  the  old  man, 
"  You  see  it  is  time  to  go  to  bed,  and  you 
do  not  bring  lis  that  with  which  we  may 
acquit  ourselves  of  our  duty."  At  these 
words  the  old  man  arose,  and  went  into  a 
closet,  from  whence  he  brought  out  upon 
his  head  ten  basins  one  after  another,  all 
covered  with  blue  stuff:  he  set  one  before 
every  gentleman,  together  -with  a  light. 

They  uncovered  their  basins,  in  which 
there  were  ashes,  coal-dust,  and  lamp-black ; 
they  mixed  all  togethei',  and  nibbed  and  be- 
daubed their  faces  with  it  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  looked  very  f  rightfid.  After  having 
thus  blackened  themselves,  they  fell  a  weep- 
ing and  lamenting,  beating  their  heads  and 
breasts,  and  cried  continual] j^,  "This  is  the 
fruit  of  onr  idleness  and  debauches." 

They  continued   thus  almost  the  whole 


night,  and  when  they  left  otl',  the  old  man 
brought  them  Avater,  with  which  they  washed 
their  faces  and  hands ;  they  changed  all  their 
clothes,  whioh  were  sjioiled,  and  put  on 
others ;  so  that  they  did  not  look  in  the 
least  as  if  they  had  been  doing  so  strange 
an  action. 

You  may  judge,  madam,  how  uneasy  I 
was  aU  the  while  :  I  wished  a  thousand 
times  to  break  the  silence  which  those  young 
gentlemen  had  imposed  upon  me,  and  ask 
qiiestions;  nor  was  it  possible  for  me  to 
sleep  that  night. 

After  we  got  up  next  day,  we  went  out  to 
walk,  when  I  told  them,  "Gentlemen,  I  de- 
clare to  you  that  I  must  renoimce  that  law 
which  you  prescribed  to  me  last  night,  for  I 
cannot  observe  it.  You  are  men  of  sense, 
and  do  not  want  wit ;  yon  have  convinced 
me  of  this ;  yet  I  have  seen  yon  do  such  ac- 
tions as  none  but  madmen  could  be  capable 
of.  Whatever  misfortune  befalls  me,  I  can- 
not forbear  asking  why  yoii  bedaubed  your 
faces  with  black  ? — how  it  comes  that  each 
of  yoii  have  but  one  eye?  Some  singiUar 
circumstance  must  certaiidy  be  the  cause  of 
it;  therefore  I  conjure  you  to  satisfy  my 
curiosity."  To  these  pressing  mstances  they 
answered  only,  that  it  was  no  business  of 
mine  to  ask  such  questions,  and  that  I  shoidd 
do  well  to  hold  my  peace. 

We  passed  that  day  in  conversation  upon 
indifferent  subjects;  and  when  night  was 
come,  and  every  man  had  supped,  the  old 
man  brought  in  his  blue  basins,  and  the 
young  gentlemen  bedaubed  their  faces,  wept 
and  beat  themselves,  crying,  "This  is  the 
fruit  of  our  idleness  and  debauches,"  as  be- 
fore, and  continued  the  same  actions  the 
following  night.  At  last,  not  being  able  to 
resist  my  curiosity,  I  earnestly  prayed  them 
to  satisfy  me,  or  shew  me  how  to  return  to 
my  ovsTi  kingdom ;  for  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  keep  them  company  any  longer,  and 
to  see  every  night  such  an  odd  si^ectacle, 
without  being  jiermitted  to  know  the  reason. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  answered  in  behalf 
of  the  rest,  "  Do  not  wonder  at  our  conduct 
in  regard  to  yourself,  and  that  hitherto  we 
have  not  granted  your  request :  it  is  out  of 
mere  kindness  to  save  you  the  jiain  of  being 
reduced  to  the  same  condition  with  us.  If 
yoii  have  a  mind  to  try  our  unfortunate 
destiny,  you  need  but  speak,  and  we  will 
give  you  the  satisfaction  you  desire."  I  told 
them  I  was  resolved  ou  it,  let  what  would 
be  the  consequence.  "Once  more,"  said 
the  same  gentleman,  "  we  advise  you  to 
restrain  your  curiosity;  it  will  cost  you  the 
loss  of  your  right  eye."  "No  matter,"  said 
I ;  "I  declare  to  you,  that  if  such  a  misfor- 
time  befall  me,  T  will  not  impute  it  to  you, 
but  to  myself." 

He  farther  represented  to  me,  that  when 
I  had  lost  an  eye,  I  must  not  hope  to  stay 
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with  tliem,  if  I  were  so  minded,  because 
tlieir  number  was  so  complete,  and  no  addi- 
tion coidd  be  made  to  it.  I  told  them  that 
it  would  be  a  ,^reat  satisfaction  to  me  never 
to  part  from  such  honest  gentlemen;  but 
if  there  were  necessity  for  it,  I  was  ready- 
to  submit ;  and  let  it  cost  wliat  it  would,  I 
begged  them  to  grant  my  request. 

The  ten  gentlemen  perceiving  that  I  was 
so  fixed  in  my  resolution,  took  a  sheep  and 
killed  it,  and  after  they  had  taken  off  the 
skin,  jjrescnted  me  with  a  knife,  telling  me 
it  would  be  useful  to  me  on  a  certain  occa- 
sion, which  they  should  tell  me  of  presently. 
"We  must  sew  you  into  this  skin,"  said 
they,  "and  then  leave  you;  upon  which  a 
fowl  of  monstrous  size,  called  a  roc,  wUl 
appear  in  the  air,  and  taking  you  to  be  a 
sheep,  will  come  down  ujion  you,  and  carry 
you  lip  to  the  very  sky;  but  let  not  that 
frighten  you ;  he  wUl  come  down  with  you 
again,  and  lay  you  on  the  top  of  a  mountain. 
When  j^ou  find  yourself  u^jon  the  ground, 
cut  the  skin  Avith  the  knife,  and  throw  it  off. 
As  soon  as  the  roc  sees  you,  he  wUl  lly  away 
for  fear,  and  leave  you  at  liberty;  do  not 
stay,  but  walk  on  till  you  come  to  a  prodi- 
gious large  castle,  covered  with  plates  of 
gold,  large  emeralds,  and  other  precious 
stones  :  go  up  to  the  gate,  which  always 
stands  open,  and  walk  in  :  we  have  been 
in  the  castle  as  long  as  we  have  been  here ; 
we  will  tell  you  nothing  of  what  we  sa^w,  or 
what  befell  us  there :  you  will  learn  it  your- 
self ;  all  that  we  can  inform  you  is,  that  it 
hath  cost  each  of  us  our  right  eye,  and  the 
penance  which  yoii  have  been  witness  to,  is 
what  we  are  obliged  to  do,  because  we  have 
been  there.  The  history  of  each  of  us  in 
particidar  is  so  full  of  extraordinary  adven- 
tures, that  a  large  volume  woidd  not  contain 
them.  But  we  must  exjilain  ourselves  no 
farther." 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off  the  discourse, 
and  said  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies  :  Sir,  my 
sister  called  upon  me  this  morning  sooner 
than  ordinary;  I  fear  I  have  wearied  your 
majesty's  patience.  But  now  day  ajipears  in 
very  good  time,  and  commands  my  silence, 
l^^chahriar's  curiosity  stiU  prevailed  ujJon  him 
to  dispense  with  his  cruel  oath. 


The  Fifty-Eighth  Night. 

DiXATiZADE  did  not  call  so  early  this  night 
as  she  did  the  last,  yet  she  called  upon  the 
sultancss  before  day  :  If  you  be  not  asleep, 
sister,  pray  continue  the  story  of  the  third 
calender.  Scheherazade  resumed  it  thus, 
personating  the  calender  in  his  discoiirse  to 
Zobeide  :— 

Madam,  Avhen  the  gentleman  had  ended 
this  discourse,  I  Avrapt  myseK  in  the  sheep's 


skin,  held  fast  the  knife  which  was  given 
me ;  and  after  those  young  gentlemen  had 
been  at  the  trouble  to  sew  the  skin  about 
jne,  they  retired  into  the  hall,  and  left  me 
on  the  spot.  The  roc  they  spoke  of  was  not 
long  of  coming;  he  fell  \ipon  me,  took  me 
in  his  talons  like  a  sheep,  and  carried  me  up 
to  the  top  of  the  moxmtain. 

When  I  found  myself  upon  the  ground,  I 
made  use  of  the  knife,  cut  the  skin,  and 
throwing  it  off,  the  roc  at  the  sight  of  me 
flew  away.  This  roc  is  a  white  bird,  of  a 
monstrous  size ;  his  strength  is  such  that  he 
can  lift  up  elephants  from  the  jjlains,  and 
carry  them  to  the  tops  of  mountains,  where 
he  feeds  upon  them. 

Being  impatient  till  T  reached  the  castle, 
I  lost  no  time ;  but  made  so  much  haste  that 
I  got  thither  in  half  a  day's  journey,  and  I 
must  say  that  I  found  it  surpassed  the  de- 
scription they  had  given  me  of  it. 

The  gate  l)eing  opened,  I  entered  into  a 
court  that  was  square,  and  so  large  that 
there  were  round  it  ninety-nme  gates  of  wood 
of  Sanders  and  aloes,  with  one  of  gold,  with- 
out reckoning  those  of  several  magnificent 
staircases,  that  led  to  apartments  above,  be- 
sides many  more,  which  I  could  not  see. 
The  himdred  doors  which  I  sjioke  of  opened 
into  gardens  or  storehouses  full  of  riches,  or 
into  places  which  contained  things  wonderful 
to  be  seen. 

I  saw  a  door  standing  open  just  before  me, 
through  which  I  entered  into  a  large  hall, 
where  I  found  forty  young  ladies  of  such 
perfect  beauty  that  imagination  could  not 
sur^jass  it :  they  were  all  most  sumptuously 
apparelled ;  and  as  soon  as  they  saw  me,  rose 
up,  and  without  expecting  my  comjiliments, 
said  to  me,  with  demonstrations  of  joy, 
"Noble  sir,  you  are  very  welcome."  And 
one  spoke  to  me  in  the  name  of  the  rest, 
thus  :  ' '  We  have  been  in  expectation  a  long 
while  of  such  a  gentleman  as  you :  your 
mien  assures  us  that  you  are  master  of  all 
the  good  qualities  we  can  wish  for;  and  we 
hope  you  will  not  find  our  company  dis.agree- 
able  or  unworthy  of  yours." 

They  forced  me,  notwithstanding  all  the 
opposition  I  coiild  make,  to  sit  down  on  a 
seat  that  was  higher  than  their  o-mi ;  and 
though  I  signified  that  I  was  uneasy,  ' '  That 
is  your  place, "  said  they ;  "you  are  at  present 
our  lord,  master,  and  judge,  and  we  ai"e 
your  slaves,  ready  to  obey  yoiir  command." 

Nothing  in  the  world,  madam,  did  so 
much  astonish  me  as  the  jjassion  and  eager- 
ness of  those  fair  ladies  to  do  me  aU  possible 
service.  One  brought  hot  water  to  wash 
my  feet  ;  a  second  poured  sweet-scented 
water  on  my  hands :  others  brought  me  aU 
sorts  of  necessaries,  and  change  of  apparel; 
others  brought  in  a  magnificent  collation; 
and  the  rest  came  with  glasses  in  their 
hands,  to  fill  me  delicious  wines,  all  in  good 
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order,  and  in  the  most  charming  manner 
possible.  I  ate  and  drank;  after  which  the 
ladies  placed  themselves  ahout  me,  and  de- 
sired an  account  of  my  travels.    I  gave  them 


a  full  relation    of   my    adventures,    which 
lasted  till  night  caine  on. 

Scheherazade   making   a   stop   here,   her 
sister  asked  her  the  reason.    Do  you  not  see 


it  is  day?  said  the  sultaucss;  wherefore  did 
you  not  call  me  sooner? 

The  sultan,  expecting  some  pleasant  ad- 
ventures from  the  arrival  of  the  third  calen- 
der at  the  i)alace  of  the  forty  ladies,  would 
not  dejirive  himself  of  the  jileasiu-e  of  hear- 
ing them ;  and  therefore  again  put  off  the 
death  of  the  sultancss. 


The  Fifty-Ninth  Night. 

DiNAr^zADS  slept  as  long  this  night  as  she 
did  the  last;  and  when  it  was  almost  day, 
she  called  to  the  sultaness.  Dear  sister,  if 
you  be  not  asleep,  pray  tell  lis  what  passed 
in  the  fine  castle  where  you  left  us  yester- 
day.— I  will,  said  Scheherazade;  and,  ad- 
dressing her  speech  to  the  sultan,  said. 
Sir,  the  calender  resumed  his  narrative  after 
tins  manner : — 

When  I  had  made  an  end  of  my  story, 
which  I  related  to  the  forty  ladies,  some  of 
them  that  sat  nearest  to  me  stayed  to  keej) 
me  company,  whilst  the  rest,  seeing  it  was 
dark,  rose  up  to  fetch  tapers.  They  brought 
a  prodigious  cpiantity,  which  made  such  a 
wonderful  light,  as  if  it  had  been  day,  and 
they  were  so  jiroiierly  disposed  that  nothing 
could  be  more  beautiful. 

Other  ladies  covered  a  table  with  dry 
fruits,  sweetmeats,  and  everything  proper 
to  relish  the  liquor ;  a  sideboard  was  set  out 
with  several  sorts  of  wine  and  other  liquors. 
Some  of  the  ladies  came  in  with  musical  in- 
struments ;  and  when  everything  was  ready, 
they  invited  me  to  sit  doM'u  to  supper.    The   j 


ladies  sat  down  with  me,  and  we  continued 
a  long  while  at  supper.  They  that  were  to 
play  upon  the  instruments  and  sing  rose  iip, 
and  formed  a  most  charming  concert.  The 
others  began  a  sort  of  ball,  and  danced  two 
and  two,  one  after  another,  with  a  wonder- 
ful good  grace. 

It  was  past  midniglit  ere  those  divertise- 
ments  ended.  At  length,  one  of  the  ladies 
said  to  me,  "  You  are  doubtless  wearied  by 
the  journey  you  have  taken  to-day;  it  is 
time  for  you  to  go  to  rest — your  lodging  is 
prepared  ;  but  before  you  depart,  make 
choice  of  any  of  us  you  like  best,  to  be  your 
bedfellow."  I  answered,  that  I  knew  better 
than  to  ofter  to  make  my  own  choice,  since 
they  were  all  equally  beautiful,  witty,  and 
worthy  of  my  respects  and  service,  and  that 
I  would  not  be  guilty  of  so  much  incivility  as 
to  prefer  one  before  another. 

The  same  lady  that  spoke  to  me  before 
answered,  "We  are  very  well  satisfied  of 
your  civility,  and  find  you  are  afraid  to 
create  a  jealousy  among  us,  which  occasions 
your  modesty  ;  but  let  not  this  hinder  you  : 
we  assure  you  that  the  good  fortune  of  her 
whom  you  choose  shall  cause  no  jealousy; 
for  we  are  agreed  among  ourselves,  that 
every  one  of  us  shall  liave  the  same  honour 
till  it  go  round;  and  when  forty  days  are 
past,  to  begin  again; — therefore,  make  your 
free  choice,  and  lose  no  time  to  go  and  take 
the  repose  you  stand  in  need  of."  T  was  ob- 
liged to  yield  to  their  entreaties,  and  offered 
my  hand  to  the  lady  that  spoke ;  she,  in  re- 
turn, gave  me  hers,  and  we  were  conducted 
to  a  sumptuous  apartment,  where  they  left 
us ;  and  then  every  one  retired  to  their  o\vii 
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apai'tmeut. — But  day  appears,  sir,  said  .Sche- 
herazade to  the  sultan;  and  your  majesty,  I 
hope,  will  permit  me  to  leave  the  calender 
prince  with  his  lady.  Schahi-iar  retm-ned  no 
answer,  but  said  to  liimself,  as  he  got  up,  I 
must  allow  that  the  story  is  extraordinary, 
and  I  should  be  very  much  to  blame  not  to 
hear  it  out. 


The  Sixtieth  Night. 

DiNARZADE  did  not  fail  about  the  latter 
end  of  the  next  night  to  atldress  tlie  sidtau- 
essthus:  If  you  be  not  asleeji,  sister,  pray 
relate  to  us  the  remaining  part  of  the  won- 
derful story  of  the  third  calender. — Most 
willingly,  said  Scheherazade.  The  prince 
continued  it  thus : — 

I  was  scarce  di-essed  next  morning,  when 
the  other  thirty-nine  ladies  came  into  my 
chamber,  all  in  ditfercnt  dresses  from  those 
they  had  on  the  day  before  ;  they  bade  me 
gnod-morrow,  and  inquired  after  my  health, 
after  which  they  carried  me  to  a  bath,  where 
they  washed  me  themselves,  and,  whether  I 
woidd  or  no,  served  me  with  everything  I 
stood  in  need  of;  and  when  I  came  out  of 
the  bath,  they  made  me  put  on  another 
suit  much  richer  than  the  former. 

We  passed  the  whole  day  almost  con- 
stantly at  talde ;  and  when  it  was  bed-time, 
they  prayed  me  again  to  make  choice  of  one 
of  them  to  keep  me  company.  In  short, 
madam,  not  to  weary  you  -with  repetitious, 
I  must  tell  yoii  that  I  continued  a  whole 
year  among  those  forty  ladies,  and  received 
them  into  my  bed  one  after  another ;  and 
diu-ing  all  the  time  of  this  voluptuous  life, 
we  met  not  with  the  least  kind  of  trouble. 
When  the  year  was  expired,  T  was  strangely 
surprised  that  these  forty  ladies,  instead  of 
appearing  with  their  iisual  cheerfulness  to 
ask  how  I  did,  entered  one  morning  into 
my  chamber  all  in  tears.  They  embraced 
me  with  great  tenderness  one  after  another, 
saying,  "Adieu,  dear  prince,  adieu  !  for  we 
must  leave  you."  Their  tears  affected  me  ; 
I  prayed  them  to  tell  me  the  reason  of  their 
grief,  and  of  the  separation  they  sjioke  of. 
"  For  God's  sake,  fair  ladies,  let  me  know," 
said  I,  "if  it  be  in  my  power  to  comfort  you, 
or  if  my  assistance  can  be  in  any  way  useful 
to  you."  Instead  of  retm-ning  a  direct  an- 
swer, "Would  to  God," said  they,  "we  had 
never  seen  or  known  you !  Several  gentle- 
men have  honoured  us  Avith  their  company 
before  you ;  but  never  one  of  them  had  that 
comeliness,  that  sweetness,  that  pleasant- 
ness of  humour,  and  that  merit  which  you 
possess;  we  know  not  how  to  live  without 
you."  After  they  spoke  these  words,  they 
began  to  weep  bitterly.  "  My  dear  ladies," 
said  I,  "be  so  kind  as  not  to  keep  me  in 
suspense  any  longer :  teU  me  the  cause  of 


your  sorrow."  "  Alas  !"  said  they,  "what 
but  the  necessity  of  parting  from  you  could 
1)0  capable  of  grieving  us  ?  It  may  so  hapjien 
that  we  shall  never  see  you  again  :  but  if 
you  be  so  minded,  and  possess  sufficient 
self-command,  it  is  not  impossilile  for  lis  to 
meet  again. "  "  Ladies, "  said  I,  "  I  imderstand 
not  your  meaning  ;  pray  explain  yoiirselves 
more  clearly." 

"Oh  then," said  one  of  them,  "to  satisfy 
you,  we  must  acquaint  you  that  we  are  all 
princesses,  daughters  of  kings :  we  live  here 
together  in  such  manner  as  you  have  seen , 
but  at  the  end  of  every  year  we  are  obliged 
to  be  absent  forty  days  upon  indispensable 
duties,  which  we  are  not  permitted  to  reveal ; 
and  afterwards  we  return  to  this  castle. 
Yesterday  was  the  last  of  the  year,  and  we 
must  leave  you  this  day,  which  is  the  cause 
of  our  grief.  Before  we  depart  we  will 
leave  you  the  keys  of  everything,  espe- 
cially those  belonging  to  the  hundred  doors, 
where  you  will  find  enough  to  satisfy  yoiir 
ciu'iosity,  and  to  sweeten  your  solitude  diir- 
ing  oiu-  absence :  but  for  your  own  Avelfare, 
and  our  particiUar  concern  in  you,  we  re- 
commend unto  you  to  forbear  ojiening  the 
golden  door;  for  if  you  do  we  shall  never 
see  you  again ;  and  the  fear  of  this  augments 
our  grief.  We  hope,  nevertheless,  that  you 
wiH  follow  the  advice  Ave  give  you,  as  you 
tender  your  own  quiet,  and  the  happiness  of 
your  life ;  therefore  take  heed  that  you  do 
not  give  way  to  indiscreet  curiosity,  for  you 
will  do  yourself  a  considerable  prejudice. 
We  conjure  you  not  to  commit  this  fault, 
but  to  let  us  have  the  satisfaction  of  finding 
you  here  again  after  forty  days.  We  woidd 
AviUingly  carry  the  key  of  the  golden  door 
along  with  us;  but  that  it  would  be  an 
atfront  to  a  prince  like  you  to  question  your 
discretion  and  modesty."  —  Scheherazade 
Avished  to  go  on ;  but  she  saAV  day  appear, 
and  stopped.  The  sultan,  being  curioiis  to 
know  Avhat  the  thuxl  calender  woidd  do 
when  the  foity  ladies  Avere  gone  and  had 
left  him  alone  in  the  castle,  deferred  the 
hearing  of  it  till  next  day. 


The  Sixty-First  Night. 

The  officious  Dinarzade  being  aAvake  long 
before  day,  called  to  the  sidtaness :  If  you 
be  not  asleep,  sister,  consider  that  it  is  time 
to  tell  the  remaining  jjart  of  the  story  to  our 
lord  the  sultan.  Scheherazade,  addressing 
herself  to  the  sidtan,  said.  Sir,  your  majesty 
may  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  calender 
p>ursued  his  story  thus  : — 

Madam,  said  he,  this  discourse  of  the  fair 
princess  grieA'ed  me  extremely.  I  omitted 
not  to  make  them  sensible  how  much  their 
absence  woiild  afflict  me.     I  thanked  them 
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for  tlieir  gov-^d  advice,  and  assured  tliem  tliat 
1  would  follow  it,  and  willingly  do  what  was 
jniich  moi-e  difficidt  in  oi-der  to  secure  tlie 
happiness  of  passing  the  rest  of  ray  days 
with  ladies  of  such  rare  (qualifications.  We 
took  leave  of  one  another  witli  much  tender- 
ness, and  having  enihraced  them  all,  they 
dejjarted,  and  I  was  left  alone  in  the  castle. 

Their  agreeable  company,  the  good  cheer, 
the  concert  of  music,  and  other  pleasiu-es, 
had  so  much  diverted  me  during  the  whole 
year,  that  I  neither  had  time  nor  the  least 
desire  to  see  the  wonderful  things  contained 
in  this  enchanted  j)alace.  I  did  not  so  much 
as  take  notice  of  a  thousand  rare  objects 
that  were  every  day  in  my  sight ;  for  I  was 
so  occupied  with  the  charming  beauty  of 
those  ladies,  and  took  so  much  pleasure  in 
seeing  them  whoUy  emjiloyed  to  oblige  me, 
that  their  departure  afflicted  me  very  sen- 
sibly ;  and  though  their  absence  was  to  be 
only  forty  days,  it  seemed  to  me  an  age  to 
live  without  them. 

I  iiromiscd  myself  not  to  forget  the  im- 
portant advice  they  had  given  me,  not  to 
open  the  golden  door;  but  as  I  was  permit- 
ted to  satisfy  my  curiosity  in  everything 
else,  I  took  the  lii-st  of  the  keys  of  the  other 
doors,  which  were  hung  in  good  order. 

I  opened  the  first  door,  and  came  into  an 
orchard,  which  I  believe  the  universe  coiild 
not  equal.  I  could  not  imagine  anything 
that  could  surpass  it,  but  that  which  our 
religion  promises  us  after  death ;  the  sym- 
metry, the  neatness,  the  admirable  order  of 
the  trees,  the  abundance  and  diversity  of  a 
thousand  sorts  of  unknown  fruits,  their  fresh- 
ness and  beauty,  ravished  my  sight. 

I  ought  not  to  forget,  madam,  to  acqiiaint 
you  that  this  delicious  orchard  was  watered 
after  a  very  particidar  manner ;  there  were 
channels  so  artificially  and  proxiortionably 
dug,  that  they  carried  water  in  abundance 
to  the  roots  of  such  trees  as  wanted  it 
for  making  them  produce  their  leaves  and 
flowers.  Others  carried  it  to  those  that  had 
their  fruit  budded  ;  some  carried  it  in  lesser 
quantities  to  those  whose  friiits  were  swell- 
ing ;  and  others  carried  only  so  much  as  was 
just  reqiiisite  to  water  those  which  had  their 
fruit  come  to  perfection,  and  only  wanted 
to  be  ripened.  They  far  exceeded  the  ordi- 
nary fruits  of  our  gardens  in  bigness.  Lastly, 
those  channels  that  -watered  the  trees  whose 
fruit  was  ripe,  had  no  more  moisture  than 
just  what  would  preserve  them  from  wither- 
ing. 

I  could  never  be  weary  of  looking  at  and 
admiring  so  sweet  a  ]ilace;  and  I  should 
never  have  left  it,  had  I  not  conceived  a 
great  idea  of  the  other  things  which  I  had 
not  seen.  T  went  out  at  last  with  my  mind 
filled  with  those  wonders  :  I  shut  that  door, 
and  opened  the  next. 

Instead  of  au  orohai-J  I  found  a  flower- 


garden,  which  was  no  less  extraordinary  in 
its  kind.  It  contamed  a  siiacious  plot,  not 
watered  so  profusely  as  the  former,  but  with 
greater  niceness,  furnishing  no  more  water 
than  just  what  each  flower  required.  The 
roses,  jessamines,  violets,  daifodils,  hya- 
cinths, anemones,  tulips,  crows-foots,  pinks, 
lilies,  and  an  infinite  number  of  flowers, 
which  do  not  grow  in  other  places  biit  at 
certain  times,  were  there  flourishing  all  at 
once,  and  nothing  could  be  more  delicious 
than  the  fragrant  smell  of  this  garden. 

I  opened  the  third  door,  where  I  foimd  a 
large  aviarj^,  paved  with  marl>le  of  several 
fine  imcommon  coloiu'S.  The  cage  was  made 
of  sandal  wood  and  wood  of  aloes.  It  con- 
tained a  vast  number  of  nightingales,  gold- 
finches, canary  birds,  larks,  and  other  rare 
singing  birds,  which  T  never  heard  of  ;  and 
the  vessels  that  held  their  seed  and  water 
were  of  the  most  precious  jasper  or  agate. 

Besides,  this  aviary  was  so  exceedingly 
neat,  that,  considering  its  extent,  one  would 
think  there  coidd  not  be  less  than  a  hundred 
persons  to  keep  it  so  clean;  but  all  this 
while  not  one  soul  ajipeared,  either  hero  or 
in  the  gardens  where  I  had  been  ;  and  yet  I 
coiild  not  ijerceive  a  weed,  or  any  superflu- 
ous thuig  there.  The  sun  went  down,  and 
I  retired,  charmed  with  the  chirping  notes 
of  the  miUtitude  of  birds,  who  then  began 
to  perch  ujion  such  jjlaces  as  suited  them  to 
repose  on  diu-ing  the  night.  I  went  to  my 
chamber,  resolving  to  oj^en  all  the  rest  of 
the  doors  the  days  following,  excepting  that 
of  gold. 

I  failed  not  to  open  the  fourth  door  next 
day,  and  if  what  I  had  seen  before  was  cap- 
able of  surprising  me,  that  which  I  saw  then 
put  me  in  a  perfect  ecstacy.  I  went  into  a 
large  court  surrounded  with  buildings  of  an 
admirable  structure,  the  description  of  which 
I  will  pass  by  to  avoid  jirolixity. 

This  building  had  forty  doors,  all  open, 
and  through  each  of  them  was  an  entrance 
into  a  treasury,  several  of  which  woidd  pur- 
chase the  largest  kingdoms.  The  first  con- 
tained heaps  of  pearls ;  and,  what  is  almost 
incredible,  the  number  of  those  stones,  which 
are  most  precious,  and  as  large  as  pigeons' 
eggs,  exceeding  the  number  of  those  of  the 
ordinary  size.  In  the  second  treasury  there 
were  diamonds,  carbuncles,  aud  rubies  ;  in 
the  third,  emeralds  ;  in  the  fourth,  ingots  of 
gold ;  in  the  fifth,  money ;  in  the  sixth,  in- 
gots of  silver ;  in  the  two  following  there 
was  also  money.  The  rest  contained  ame- 
thysts, chrysolites,  topazes,  opals,  turquoises, 
and  hyacinths,  -with  all  the  other  stones, 
imknown  to  us,  without  mentioning  agate, 
jasper,  cornehan,  and  coral,  of  which  there 
was  a  storehouse  filled,  not  only  with 
branches,  but  whole  trees. 

Transported  with  amazement  and  admira- 
tion, I  cried  out  to  myself,  after  having  seen 
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all  tliese  riches,  "If  all  the  treasures  of  the 
kings  of  the  universe  were  gathered  together 
in  one  place,  they  could  not  come  near  this : 
what  good  fortune  have  I  to  possess  all  this 
wealth,  with  so  many  admirable  prmcesses  !  " 

I  shall  not  stay,  madam,  to  tell  you  the 
particulars  of  all  the  other  rai-e  and  precious 
things  I  saw  the  following  days.  I  shall 
only  say  that  thirty-nine  days  afforded  me 
but  just  as  much  time  as  was  necessary  to 
open  ninety-nine  doors,  and  to  admire  all 
that  presented  itself  to  my  view  :  so  that 
there  was  only  the  hundredth  door  left,  the 
opening  of  which  was  forbidden  to  me. 

Day  began  to  appear  in  the  apartments 
of  the  sultan  of  the  Indies,  which  imposed 
silence  upon  Scheherazade.  But  Schahriar 
was  too  much  taken  with  this  pleasing 
(story,  not  to  hear  the  remainder  of  it  next 
day,  and  accordingly  he  got  up  with  that 
resolution. 


The  Sixty-Second  Night. 

DiNARZADE,  who  had  as  ardent  a  desire  as 
Schahriar  to  hear  what  wonderful  things 
were  locked  tip  by  the  key  belonging  to  the 
golden  door,  called  the  sultaness  very  early. 
If  you  be  not  asleep,  sister,  pray  make  an 
end  of  that  amazing  story  of  the  third  calen- 
der.— He  went  on  thus,  said  Scheherazade : — 
I  was  come  to  the  fortieth  day  after  the 
departure  of  those  charming  princesses,  and 
had  I  but  retained  so  much  power  over  my- 
self as  I  ought  to  have  had,  I  slioidd  have 
been  this  day  the  happiest  of  all  mankind, 
whereas  now  I  am  the  most  un- 
fortunate. They  were  to  return 
next  day,  and  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  them  again  ought  to 
have  restrained  my  curiosity  : 
but  through  my  weakness, 
which   I  shall   ever  repent,    I 

yielded   to    the    temptation  of 

the  evil  S])irit,  who  gave  me  no 

rest  till  I  had  involved  myself 

in  those  misfortunes  that  I  have 

since  suffered. 

I   opened    that   fatal   door, 

which  I  jironiised  not  to  meddle 

with,  and  had  not  moved  my 

foot  to  go  in  when  a  smeE  that 

was  jtleasant  enough,  but  con- 
trary to  my  constitution,  made 

me  faint  away.     Nevertheless, 

I   came   to  myself   again,    and 

instead  of  taking  notice  of  this 

warning  to  shut  the  door,  and 

forbear  satisfying  my  curiosity, 

I    went  in,  after  I  had  stood 

some  time  in  the  air,  to  carry  ^= — 

off  the  scent,  which  did  not  in- 
commode me  any  more.     I  found  a  large 

place,  very  well  vaulted ;  the  pavement  was 


strewed  over  with  saffron ;  several  candle- 
sticks of  massy  gold,  with  lighted  tapers  that 
sraelled  of  aloes  and  ambergris,  lighted  the 
])lace,  and  this  light  was  augmented  by  lamps 
of  gold  and  silver,  that  burnt  with  oil  made 
of  several  sorts  of  sweet-scented  materials. 

Among  a  great  many  objects  that  engaged 
my  attention,  I  perceived  a  black  horse,  of 
the  handsomest  and  best  shape  that  ever  was 
seen.  I  went  nearer,  the  better  to  observe 
him,  and  found  he  had  a  saddle  and  bridle 
of  massy  gold,  curiously  ^vrought.  One  side 
of  his  trough  was  iiUed  with  clean  barley  and 
sesame,  and  the  other  with  rose  water  :  I 
took  him  by  the  bridle,  and  led  him  forth  to 
view  him  by  the  light ;  I  got  on  his  back, 
and  would  have  had  him  move  ;  but  he  not 
stirring  I  whipped  him  with  a  switch  I  had 
taken  up  in  his  magnificent  stable ;  and  he 
had  no  sooner  felt  the  stroke  than  he  began 
to  neigh  with  a  horrible  noise,  and  extending 
his  wings,  which  I  had  not  seen  before,  he 
flew  up  with  me  into  the  air,  quite  out  of 
sight.  I  thought  on  nothing  then  but  to  sit 
fast ;  and  considering  the  fear  that  had 
seized  upon  me  I  sat  very  well.  He  after- 
wartls  flew  down  again  towards  the  earth, 
and  lighting  upon  the  terrace  of  a  castle, 
without  giving  me  any  time  to  dismount,  he 
shook  me  out  of  the  saddle  with  such  forco 
that  he  threw  me  behind  him,  and  with  the 
end  of  his  tail  struck  out  mine  eye. 

Thus  I  became  blind  of  one  eye,  and  then 
I  began  to  remember  the  predictions  of  the 
ten  young  gentlemen.  The  horse  flew  again 
out  of  sight.  I  got  up  very  much  troubled 
at  the  misfortune  I  had  brought  upon  my- 
self ;  I  walked  upon  the  terrace, 
covering  my  eye  with  one  of 
my  hands,  for  it  pained  me  ex- 
ceedingly, and  then  came  down 
and  entered  into  a  hall,  which  I 
knew  presently  by  the  ten  sofas 
in  a  circle,  and  the  eleventh 
in  the  middle,  lower  than  the 
rest,  to  be  the  same  castle 
from  whence  T  was  taken  away 
l)y  the  roc. 

The  ten  half -Ijlind  gentlemen 
wei-e  not  in  the  hall  when  I 
came  in,  but  came  soon  after 
with  the  old  man.  They  were 
not  at  all  surjirised  to  see  me 
again,  nor  at  the  loss  of  my 
eye;  but  said,  "We  are  sorry 
that  Ave  cannot  congratulate 
you  upon  your  return  as  we 
coidd  have  desired  ;  but  we  are 
nut  the  cause  of  your  misfor- 
tune." "I  should  be  in  the 
wrong  to  accuse  you,"  said  \; 
"  for  I  have  drawn  it  upon  my- 
self, and  I  can  charge  the  fault 
I  upon  no  other  person."  "If  it  be  a  conso« 
I  lation  to  the  unfortunate,"  said  they,   "to 
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have  compjuiions,  this  exaiuple  may  af- 
ford us  a  subject  of  rejoicing.  All  that 
Las  happened  to  you  we  have  also  under- 
gone ;  we  tasted  all  sorts  of  pleasures  during 
a  year  successively ;  and  m'c  had  continued 
to  enjoy  the  same  ha])iiiness  still  had  we  not 
opened  the  golden  door  when  the  princesses 
were  absent.  You  have  been  no  wiser  than 
us,  and  ha\'e  had  like\\ise  the  same  punish- 
ment. We  would  gladly  receive  you  among 
Tis,  to  j^erform  such  penances  as  we  do, 
though  we  know  not  how  long  it  may  con- 
tinue ;  but  we  \\axG  already  declared  the 
reasons  that  hinder  us;  therefore  depart 
from  hence,  and  go  to  the  court  of  Bagdad, 
where  you  shall  meet  with  him  that  can  de- 
cide your  destiny."  They  told  me  the  way 
I  was  to  travel,  and  I  left  them. 

On  the  road  I  caused  my  beard  and  eye- 
brows to  be  shaven,  and  assumed  a  calen- 
der's habit.  I  have  had  a  long  journey, 
but  at  last  I  arrived  this  evening  in  this 
city,  where  1  met  these  my  brother  calen- 
ders at  the  gate,  being  strangers  as  well  as 
myself.  We  wondered  much  at  one  another, 
to  see  we  were  all  three  blind  of  the  same 
eye;  but  we  had  not  leisure  to  discourse 
long  of  our  common  calamities.  We  had 
only  so  much  time  as  to  come  hither,  to 
implore  those  favours  which  you  have  been 
generously  ])leased  to  grant  us. 

The  third  calender  ha-ving  finished  this 
relation  of  his  adventures,  Zobeide  addressed 
her  speech  to  him  and  his  fellow-calenders 
thus  : — "Go  wherever  you  think  tit;  you  are 
all  three  at  liberty."  But  one  of  them  an- 
swered, "  ^ladam,  we  beg  you  to  pardon  our 
curiosity,  and  permit  us  to  hear  those  gen- 
tlemen's stories  who  have  not  yet  spoke." 
Then  the  lady  tmiied  to  that  side  where  the 
caliph,  the  vizier  Giafar,  and  Mesrour  stood, 
whom  she  knew  not ;  but  said  to  them,  "  It 
is  now  your  turn  to  tell  me  yoiu-  adventures, 
therefore  speak." 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar,  who  had  always 
been  the  spokesman,  answered  Zobeide  thus : 
"Madam,  in  order  to  obey  you,  we  need 
only  to  repeat  what  we  have  said  already, 
before  we  entered  your  house.  We  are  mer- 
chants of  jSIoussol,  that  came  to  Bagdad  to 
sell  our  merchandise,  that  lies  in  the  khan 
where  we  lodge.  We  dined  to-day  with 
several  other  persons  of  oiu-  profession,  at  a 
merchant's  house  of  this  city  ;  Avho,  after  he 
had  treated  us  with  choice  dainties  and 
excellent  wines,  sent  for  men  and  women 
dancers  and  musicians.  The  great  noise  we 
made  brought  in  the  Avatch,  who  arrested 
some  01  the  company,  and  we  had  the  good 
fortune  to  escape  ;  but  it  being  already  late, 
and  the  door  of  our  khan  shut  up,  we  knew 
not  whither  to  retire.  It  was  our  hap,  as 
we  passed  along  this  street,  to  hear  mirth  at 
your  house,  which  made  us  determine  to 
knock  at  your  gate.     This  is  all  the  account 


that  we  can  give  you,  in  obedience  to  your 
commands." 

Zobeide,  having  heard  this  discourse, 
seemed  to  hesitate  upon  what  she  should 
say;  which  the  calenders  perceiving,  prayed 
her  to  grant  tlie  same  favour  to  the  three 
Moussol  merchants  as  she  had  done  to  them. 
"  Well,  then,"  said  she,  "  I  give  my  consent, 
for  you  shall  all  be  equally  obliged  to  me :  I 
pardon  you  all,  provided  you  depart  imme- 
diately out  of  this  house,  and  go  whither  you 
please." 

Zobeide  ha^•ing  given  this  command  in  a 
tone  that  signilied  she  woidd  be  obeyed,  the 
caliph,  the  vizier,  INlesrour,  the  three  calen- 
ders, and  the  porter,  dej)arted,  without  say- 
ing one  word  ;  for  the  presence  of  the  seven 
slaves  with  their  weapons  kept  them  in  awe. 
When  they  were  out  of  the  house  and  the 
door  shut,  the  caliph  said  to  the  calenders, 
without  making  himself  known,  ' '  You  gen- 
tlemen strangers,  that  are  newly  come  to 
town,  which  way  do  you  design  to  go,  since 
it  is  not  yet  day  ?"  "  It  is  that  which  per- 
plexes us,  sir,"  said  they.  "FoUow  us,"  re- 
plied the  caliph,  ' '  and  we  will  bring  you  out 
of  danger."  After  saying  these  words,  he 
whispered  to  the  vizier,  "  Take  them  along 
with  you,  and  to-morrow  morning  bring 
them  to  me  ;  I  wiU  cause  their  history  to  be 
put  in  Avriting,  for  it  deserves  a  place  in  the 
annals  of  my  reign." 

The  vizier  Giafar  took  the  three  calenders 
along  with  him,  the  porter  went  to  his  quar- 
ters, and  the  caliph  and  Mesrour  returned  to 
the  palace.  The  caliph  went  to  bed,  but 
could  not  get  a  wink  of  sleej),  his  spii'its 
were  so  jjerplexed  by  the  extraordinary 
things  he  had  seen  and  heard ;  but,  above 
all,  he  was  most  concerned  to  know  who 
Zobeide  was,  what  reason  she  could  have  to 
be  so  severe  to  the  two  black  bitches,  and 
why  Amine  had  her  bosom  so  mortified. 
Day  began  to  appear  whilst  ho  was  thinking 
iipon  these  things ;  he  arose,  and  went  to 
his  council-chamber,  where  he  used  to  give 
audience,  and  sat  upon  his  throne. 

The  grand  vizier  came  in  a  little  after, 
and  paid  his  respects  as  usual.  "Vizier," 
said  the  caliph,  "the  affairs  that  we  have 
to  consider  at  present  are  not  very  pressing ; 
that  of  the  three  ladies  and  the  two  black 
bitches  is  much  more  so  :  my  mind  cannot 
be  at  ease  till  I  am  thoroughly  satished  in  all 
those  matters  that  have  surprised  me  so  much. 
— Go,  bring  these  ladies  and  the  calenders  at 
the  same  time ;  make  haste,  and  remember 
that  I  impatiently  expect  your  return." 

The  vizier,  who  knew  his  master's  quick 
and  liery  temper,  made  haste  to  obey,  and 
went  to  the  ladies,  to  whom  he  commimi- 
cated,  in  a  civil  way,  the  orders  he  had  to 
l)ring  them  before  tlie  cahph,  without  taking 
any  notice  of  what  had  passed  the  night  be- 
fore at  their  house. 
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The  ladies  put  on  their  veils,  and  went 
witli  the  vizier.  As  he  passed  by  his  own 
hoxise,  he  took  the  three  calenders  alony 
with  him ;  and  they,  in  the  meantime,  had 
got  notice  that  they  had  Loth  seen  and  spoke 
with  the  caliph  without  knowing  him.  The 
vizier  brought  them  to  the  palace  with  so 
much  tliligence,  that  the  caliph  was  much 
pleased.  This  prince,  that  he  might  keep 
decorum  before  all  the  officers  of  his  court 
who  were  then  present,  gave  orders  that 
those  ladies  should  be  placed  behind  the 
hanging  of  the  door  of  the  room  next  his 
bed-chamber,  and  kept  by  him  the  three 
calenders,  who  by  their  respectfid  behaviour 
gave  sufficient  \)XW)i  that  they  were  not  igno- 
rant before  whom  they  liad  the  hoiiom-  to 
appear. 

^Vhen  the  ladies  were  placed,  the  calipil 
turned  towards  them  and  said,  "Ladies, 
when  I  shall  accpiaint  you  that  I  came  last 
night,  disguised  in  a  merchant's  habit,  into 
your  house,  it  wdl  certainly  alarm  you,  and 
make  you  fear  that  you  have  offended  me ; 
and  jjerhaps  you  believe  that  I  have  sent  for 
you  for  no  other  piu-pose  but  to  shew  soine 
marks  of  my  resentment ;  but  be  not  afraid, 
you  may  rest  assured  that  I  have  forgotten 
all  that  has  past,  and  am  very  well  satisfied 
with  yoiu-  conduct.  I  wish  that  all  the 
ladies  of  Bagdad  had  as  much  discretion  as 
you  have  given  jn-oof  of  before  me.  I  shall 
always  remember  the  moderation  you  made 
use  of,  after  the  incivility  that  we  had  com- 
mitted. I  was  then  a  merchant  of  ^loussol, 
but  am  at  present  Haroun  Akaschid,  the 
seventh  caliph  of  the  glorioiis  house  of 
Abbas,  that  holds  the  place  of  our  great 
prophet.  I  have  only  sent  for  you  to  know 
who  you  are,  and  to  ask  you  for  what  rea- 
son one  of  you,  after  severely  whipping  the 
two  black  bitches,  did  weep  with  them. 
And  I  am  no  less  curious  to  know  why  an- 
other of  you  has  her  bosom  so  fidl  of  scars." 

Thoiigh  the  cali^jh  pronounced  these  words 
very  distinctly,  and  the  three  ladies  heard 
him  well  enough,  yet  the  vizier  Giafar  did, 
out  of  ceremony,  rejieat  them  over  again. 

But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  it  is  tlay; 
and  if  your  majesty  thinks  fit  that  I  shall 
go  on  with  the  rest  of  this  story,  you  wiU  be 
pleased  to  jirolong  my  life  until  to-morrow. 
The  sultan  agreed  to  it,  knowing  that  Sche- 
herazade would  relate  the  history  of  Zobeide, 
which  he  had  a  great  desire  to  hear. 


The  Sixty-Third  Night. 

Dear  sister,  said  Dinarzade,  about  break 
of  day,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  pray  tell  us  the 
story  of  Zobeide,  for,  doubtless,  that  lady 
told  it  to  the  caliph.  She  certainly  did, 
said  Scheherazade,  after  that  prince  by  his 


tliscourse  had  encoiu-aged  her  to  it.  And  it 
was  in  this  manner  that  she  satisfied  his 
curiosity : — 

THE  STORY  OF  ZOBETDE. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  said  she,  the 
relation  which  I  am  about  to  give  your  ma- 
jesty is  one  of  the  strangest  that  ever  Avas 
heard.  The  two  Ijlack  bitches  and  myself 
are  sisters  by  the  same  father  and  mother ; 
and  I  shall  acquaint  you  by  what  strange 
accident  they  came  to  be  metamorphosed. 
The  two  ladies  who  live  with  me,  and  are 
now  here,  are  also  my  sisters  by  the  father's 
side,  but  by  another  mother;  she  that  has 
tne  scars  ujion  her  Ijreast  is  named  Amine, 
the  other's  name  is  Safie,  and  mine  Zobeide. 
After  oiu-  father's  death,  the  estate  that 
he  left  us  was  equally  divided  among  us : 
aiid  as  soon  as  these  two  sisters  received 
their  portions,  they  went  from  me  to  live 
with  their  mother.  ]\Iy  other  two  sisters 
and  myself  stayed  with  our  mother,  who  was 
then  alive,  and  when  she  died,  left  each  of 
us  a  thousand  seqiuns.  As  soon  as  we  re- 
ceived our  portions,  the  two  elder  (for  T  am 
the  yoimgest)  being  married,  followed  their 
husbands,  and  left  me  alone.  Sometime 
after,  my  eldest  sister's  husband  sold  all  that 
he  had,  and  with  that  money  and  my  sister's 
portion  they  went  both  into  Africa,  where 
her  husband,  by  riotous  living  and  debau- 
chery, spent  all;  and,  finding  himself  re- 
duced tu  jjoverty,  he  foimd  a  pretext  for 
divorcmg  my  sister,  and  put  her  away. 

She  returned  to  this  city  ;  and,  having 
siiflfered  incredible  hardships  by  the  way, 
came  to  me  in  so  lamentable  a  condition 
that  it  woidd  have  moved  the  hardest  heart 
to  compassion.  I  received  her  with  all  the 
♦tenderness  she  could  expect ;  and,  inquiring 
into  the  cause  of  her  sad  condition,  she  told 
me  with  tears  how  inhumanly  her  husband 
had  dealt  by  her.  I  was  so  much  concerned 
at  her  misfortune  that  it  drew  tears  from 
my  eyes.  I  put  her  into  a  bath,  and  clothed 
her  with  my  own  apparel  and  spoke  to  her 
thus :  "  Sister,  you  are  the  elder,  and  I 
esteem  you  as  my  mother  :  during  your  ab- 
sence God  has  blest  the  portion  that  fell  to 
my  share,  and  the  emjjioyment  I  fciUow  to 
feed  and  bring  up  silk-worms.  Assiu-e  your- 
self there  is  nothing  I  have  bat  is  at  your 
ser\ace,  and  as  much  at  your  disposal  as  my 
own." 

We  lived  very  comfortably  together  for 
some  months ;  and  as  we  were  often  dis- 
coursing together  about  our  third  sister,  and 
wondering  we  heard  no  news  of  her,  she  came 
in  as  bad  a  condition  as  the  elder :  her  hus- 
l)aud  had  treated  her  after  the  same  manner, 
and  I  received  her  likeAvise  with  the  same 
afl'ection  as  I  had  done  the  former. 

Some  time  after,  my  two  sisters,  on  pre- 
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tence  that  they  woultl  not  l)e  chargeable  to 
me,  told  me  they  had  thoughts  to  marry 
again.  I  answered  them,  that  if  their  put- 
ting me  to  chai'ge  was  all  the  reason,  they 
might  lay  those  thoughts  aside,  and  be  very 
Avelcome  to  stay  with  me ;  for  what  I  had 
woidd  be  sufficient  to  maintain  iis  all  three 
in  a  maimer  answerable  to  our  condition. 
"But,"  said  I,  "  I  rather  believe  you  have 
a  mind  to  marry  again ;  which,  if  you  have, 
I  am  sm-e  it  will  very  much  surprise  me: 
after  the  experience  you  have  had  of  the 
small  satisfaction  there  is  in  wedlock,  is  it 
possible  you  dare  venture  a  second  time? 
Yon  know  how  rare  it  is  to  meet  with  a 
husband  that  is  a  real  honest  man.  Believe 
what  I  say,  and  let  us  live  together  as  com- 
fortably as  we  can."  All  my  persuasion  was 
in  vain;  they  were  resolved  to  marry,  and 
so  they  did.  But  after  some  months  were 
past,  they  came  back  again,  and  begged  my 
pardon  a  thousand  times  for  not  following 
my  advice.  "  You  are  oiu-  yoimgest  sister," 
said  they,  "  and  abimdantly  more  wise  than 
we ;  but  if  you  vrHl  vouchsafe  to  receive  us 
once  more  into  your  house,  and  account  lis 
your  slaves,  we  shall  never  commit  such  a 
faidt  again."  My  answer  was,  "Dear  sis- 
ters, I  have  not  altered  my  mind  with  respect 
to  you  since  we  last  parted  from  one  another ; 
come  again,  and  take  part  of  what  I  have." 
Upon  this  I  eml:)raced  them  again,  and  Ave 
lived  together  as  we  did  formerly. 

We  continued  thus  a  whole  year  in  per- 
fect love  and  tranquillity ;  and,  seeing  that 
God  had  increased  my  small  stock,  I  pro- 
jected a  voyage  by  sea,  to  hazard  somewhat 
in  trade.  To  this  end,  I  went  with  my  two 
sisters  to  Balsora,  where  I  bought  a  ship 
ready  fitted  for  sea,  and  laded  her  with  such 
merchandise  as  I  broiight  from  Bagdad.  We 
set  sail  with  a  fair  wind,  and  soon  cleared 
the  Persian  gulf ;  and  when  we  got  into  the 
ocean,  we  steered  our  course  to  the  Indies, 
and  the  twentieth  day  saw  land.  It  was  a 
very  high  moimtain,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
we  saw  a  great  town ;  and,  having  a  fresh 
gale,  we  soon  reached  the  harbour,  where 
we  cast  anchor. 

I  had  not  patience  to  stay  tiU  my  sisters 
were  dressed  to  go  along  with  me,  but  went 
ashore  in  the  boat  by  myself ;  and  making 
directly  to  the  gate  of  the  town,  I  saw  there 
a  great  mimber  of  men  upon  guard,  some 
sitting,  and  others  standing  with  batons  in 
their  hands  ;  and  they  had  aU  such  dreadfid 
countenances  that  it  frightened  me :  but  per- 
ceiving they  had  no  motion,  not  so  much  as 
with  their  eyes,  I  took  courage,  and  went 
nearer,  and  then  foimd  they  were  all  turned 
into  stones.  I  entered  the  town,  and  passed 
through  the  several  streets,  wherein  stood 
everywhere  men  in  various  attitudes,  but  all 
motionless  and  petrified.  On  that  side  where 
the  merchants  lived  I  found  most  of  the 


shops  shut,  and  in  such  as  were  open  I  like- 
wise fomid  the  people  petrified.  I  looked 
up  to  the  chimneys,  but  saw  no  smoke,  which 
made  me  conjecture  that  the  inhabitants 
both  within  and  without,  were  all  turned 
iuto  stone. 

Being  come  into  a  vast  square  in  the  heart 
of  the  city,  I  perceived  a  great  gate,  covered 
with  plates  of  gold,  the  two  leaves  of  which 
stood  open,  and  a  curtain  of  silk  stuff  seemed 
to  be  drawn  before  it;  I  also  saw  a  lam]» 
hanging  over  the  gate.  After  I  had  well 
considered  the  fabric,  I  made  no  doubt  but 
it  was  the  jialace  of  the  prince  who  reigned 
over  that  country;  and  being  very  much 
astonished  that  I.  had  not  met  with  one 
living  creature,  I  went  thither  in  hopes  to 
find  some.  I  entered  the  gate,  and  was  stiU 
more  surprised  when  I  saw  none  but  the 
guards  in  the  porches,  all  petrified,  some 
standing,  some  sitting,  and  some  lying. 

I  crossed  over  a  large  coiu't,  where  I  saw 
a  stately  building  just  before  me,  the  win- 
dows of  which  were  inclosed  with  gates  of 
massy  gold.  I  supposed  it  to  be  the  queen's 
apartment,  and  went  into  a  large  hall,  where 
there  stood  several  black  eunuchs  tm-ned 
into  stone.  I  went  from  thence  into  a  room 
riclily  hung  and  furnished,  where  I  perceived 
a  lady  in  the  same  situation.  I  knew  it  to 
be  the  queen  by  the  crown  of  gold  that  himg 
over  her  head,  and  a  necklace  of  pearls  about 
her  neck,  each  of  them  as  big  as  a  nut :  T 
went  up  close  to  her  to  view  it,  and  never 
beheld  a  finer  sight. 

I  stood  some  time,  and  admired  the  riches 
and  magnificence  of  the  room;  but,  above 
all,  the  foot-cloth,  the  cushions,  and  the 
sofas,  which  were  all  lined  with  Indian  stuff 
of  gold,  with  pictures  of  men  and  beasts  in 
silver,  admirably  executed. 

Scheherazade  would  have  continued  longer, 
biit  daylight  jjut  a  stop  to  her  discourse. 
The  sultan  w^as  highly  pleased  with  the 
story:  I  must,  said  he,  as  he  was  getting 
out  of  bed,  know  what  aU  this  wonderfiJ 
petrifaction  of  men  wiU  come  to. 


The  Sixty-Fourth  Niglit. 

DiNAEZADE  was  SO  extremely  pleased  witli 
the  beginning  of  this  story  of  Zobeide,  that 
she  did  not  fail  to  call  the  sultaness  before 
day.  If  you  he  not  asleep,  sister,  pray  let 
lis  know  what  Zobeide  saw  more  in  this 
strange  palace.  Scheherazade  answered, 
The  lady  continued  the  story  to  the  caliph 
in  this  manner: — 

Su-,  said  she,  I  went  out  of  the  chamber 
where  the  petrified  queen  was,  and  jiassed 
through  several  other  apartments  and  closets 
richly  f  lu-nished,  and  at  last  came  into  a  vast 
large  room,  where  was  a  throne  of  massy 
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gold,  raised  several  steps  above  the  floor, 
and  enriched  with  large  enchased  emeralds, 
and  a  bed  upon  the  thi-oiie  of  rich  stuff,  em- 
broidered with  pearls.  What  surprised  me 
more  than  all  the  rest  was  a  sparkling  light 
which  came  from  above  the  bed.  Being 
curious  to  know  from  whence  it  came,  I 
mounted  the  steps,  and,  lifting  up  my  head, 
I  saw  a  diamond  as  big  as  the  egg  of  an 
ostrich,  lying  upon  a  low  stool;  it  was  so 
pure  that  I  could  not  find  the  least  blemish 
in  it,  and  it  sparkled  so  bright,  that  I  could 
not  endure  the  lustre  of  it  when  I  saw  it 
by  day. 

On  each  side  of  the  bed's  head  there  stood 
a  lighted  flambeau,  but  for  what  use  I  could 
not  comprehend;  however,  it  made  me  ima- 
gine that  there  was  some  living  creature  in 
this  place,  for  I  could  not  believe  that  these 
torches  continued  thus  burning  of  them- 
selves. Several  other  rarities  detained  my 
curiosity  in  this  room,  Avhich  was  inesti- 
mable, were  it  only  for  the  diamond  I  men- 
tioned. 

The  doors  being  all  open,  or  but  half  shut, 
I  surveyed  some  other  apartments,  that  were 
as  fine  as  those  I  had  already  seen.  I  looked 
into  the  offices  and  store-rooms,  which  were 
full  of  infinite  riches,  and  I  was  so  much 
taken  with  the  sight  of  all  the  wonderful 
thmgs  that  I  forgot  myself,  and  did  not  think 
on  my  ship  or  my  sisters ;  my  whole  design 
was  to  satisfy  my  cui'iosity :  meantime  niglat 
came  on,  which  put  me  in  mind  that  it  was 


time  to  retire.  I  was  for  returning  the  same 
way  I  came  in,  but  I  could  not  find  it;  I  lost 
myself  among  the  apartments;  and  finding 
I  was  come  back  again  to  that  large  room 
where  the  throne,  the  couch,  the  large  dia- 
mond, and  the  torches  stood,  I  resolved  to 
take  my  night's  lodgings  there,  and  to  depart 
the  next  morning  betimes,  to  get  aljoard  my 
ship.  I  laid  myself  down  upon  the  couch, 
not  without  some  dread  to  be  alone  in  a 
desolate  jjlace ;  and  this  fear  hindered  my 
sleep. 

About  midnight  I  heard  a  voice  like  that 
of  a  man  reading  the  Koran,  after  the  same 
manner  and  in  the  same  tone  in  which  we 
read  in  our  mosques.  Being  extremely  glad 
to  hear  it,  I  got  up  immediately,  and  taking  a 
torch  in  my  hand  to  light  me,  I  ^lassed  from 
one  chamber  to  another,  on  that  side  where 
the  voice  came  from.  1  came  to  the  closet 
door,  where  I  stood  still,  nowise  doubting 
that  it  came  from  thence.  I  set  down  my 
torch  upon  the  ground,  and  looking  through 
a  A^-indow,  1  found  it  to  be  an  oratory.  In 
short,  it  had,  as  we  have  in  our  mosques,  a 
niche  that  shews  where  we  must  turn  to  say 
our  prayers ;  there  were  also  lamps  hung  up, 
and  the  two  candlesticks  with  large  tapers 
of  white  wax  burning. 

I  saw  a  little  carpet  laid  down,  like  those 
we  have  to  kneel  upon  when  we  say  our 
prayers,  and  a  comely  young  man  sat  upon 
this  carpet,  reading  with  great  devotion  the 
Koran,  which  lay  before  liim  upon  a  desk. 


i!;iT;iH!''lilil:'; 


At  the  sight  of  this  I  was  transported  with 
admiration.  I  wondered  how  it  came  to 
pass  that  he  should  be  the  only  living  crea- 
ture in  a  town  where  all  the  people  were 
turned  into  stones,  and  I  did  not  doubt  but 
there  was  something  in  it  very  extraordinary. 
The  door  being  only  half  shut,  I  opened 


it  and  went  in,  and  standing  upriglit  before 
the  niche,  I  said  this  jii-ayer  aloud:  "Praise 
be  to  God,  who  has  favoured  us  with  a  hajipy 
voyage,  and  may  he  be  graciously  pleased  to 
protect  us  in  the  same  manner,  until  we 
arrive  again  in  om-  own  country.  Hear  me, 
0  Lord,  and  grant  my  request." 
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The  y<uing  iiuiii  cast  his  eyes  upon  me, 
and  said,  "  My  good  lady,  pray  let  me  know 
■who  you  are,  and  what  has  brought  you  to 
this  desolate  city?  And  in  return,  I  will 
tell  you  who  I  am,  what  happened  to  mc, 
why  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  reduced 
to  that  state  you  see  them  in,  and  why  I 
alone  am  safe  and  sound  in  the  midst  of  such 
a  terrible  disaster. " 

I  told  hini  in  few  words  from  whence  I 
came,  what  made  me  undertake  the  voyage, 
and  how  I  safely  arrived  at  the  port  after 
twenty  days'  sailing  ;  and  when  I  had  done, 
I  prayed  him  to  jierform  his  promise,  and 
told  him  how  much  I  was  struck  liy  the 
frightful  desolation  which  T  had  seen  in  all 
places  as  I  came  along. 

"My  dear  lady,"  said  the  young  man, 
"have  patience  for  a  moment."  At  these 
words  he  shut  the  Koran,  put  it  into  a  rich 
case,  and  laid  it  in  the  niche.  I  took  that 
opportunity  to  observe  him,  and  perceived 
so  much  goodnature  and  beauty  in  him,  that 
I  felt  such  strange  emotions  in  myself  as  I 
had  never  done  before.  He  made  me  sit 
do^^Ti  by  him  ;  and  before  he  began  his  dis- 
course, I  coidd  not  forbear  saying  to  him, 
with  an  air  that  discovered  the  sentiments  I 
was  inspired  with,  "Amiable  sir,  dear  object 
of  my  soul,  I  can  scarce  have  patience  to 
wait  for  an  accoiuit  of  all  those  wonderful 
things  that  I  have  seen  since  the  first  time  I 
came  into  your  city  ;  and  my  curiosity  can- 
not be  satisfied  too  soon  :  therefore  pray, 
sir,  let  me  know  by  what  miracle  you  alone 
are  left  alive  among  so  many  persons  that 
have  died  in  so  strange  a  manner." 

Scheherazade  broke  ofT  here,  and  said  to 
Schahriar,  Sir,  perhaps  your  majesty  does  not 
I)erceive  it  is  day  ;  should  I  continue  my  dis- 
course any  longer,  I  shoidd  trespass  on  your 
patience.  The  sultan  got  w.-^,  resolving  next 
night  to  hear  the  remainder  of  this  wonder- 
ful story. 


The  Sixty-Fifth  Night. 

If  3'ou  be  nr>t  asleep,  sistei-,  said  Dinarzadc, 
next  morning,  before  it  was  day,  I  would 
pray  you  to  resume  the  story  of  Zobeide, 
and  acquaint  us  what  passed  between  her 
and  the  yomig  man  that  she  found  aUve  in 
the  palace  you  gave  us  so  fine  a  description 
of. — I  will  immediately  satisfy  you,  said  the 
sidtaness.  Zobeide  went  on  with  her  story 
thus : — 

"Madam,"  said  the  young  man,  "you 
have  given  me  to  understand  you  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  true  God,  l)y  the  jjrayer 
you  just  now  addressed  to  Him.  I  will 
acquaint  you  with  the  most  remarkable 
effect  of  His  greatness  and  power.  You 
must  know  that  this  city  was  the  metroiiolis 
of  a  mighty  kingdom,  over  which  the  king 


my  father  did  reign.  Tliat  prmce,  his  uholo 
court,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  all  hi.s 
other  subjects,  were  magi,  worshi2)pers  of 
fire,  and  of  Nardoun,  the  ancient  king  of  the 
giants  who  rebelled  against  God. 

"  And  though  I  was  begotten  and  born  of 
an  idolatrous  father  and  mother,  J  had  the 
good  fortune  in  my  youth  to  have  a  gover- 
ness who  was  a  good  Mussulman  ;  I  had  the 
Koran  by  heart,  and  understood  the  explan- 
ation of  it  perfectly  well.  'Dear  prince,' 
would  she  oftentimes  say,  '  there  is  but  one 
true  God;  take  heed  that  you  do  not  ac- 
knowledge and  adore  any  other.  She  taiight 
me  to  read  Arabic,  and  the  book  she  gave 
me  to  preach  upon  was  the  Koran.  As  soon 
as  I  was  capable  of  understanding  it,  she  ex. 
plained  to  me  all  the  heads  of  this  excellent 
book,  and  infused  l^iety  into  my  mind,  un- 
known to  my  father,  or  anybody  else.  She 
happened  to  die,  but  not  before  she  had 
perfectly  instructed  me  in  all  that  was  neces- 
sary to  convince  me  of  the  Mussulman  reli- 
gion. After  her  death  I  persisted  with 
constancy  in  the  belief  I  was  in  ;  and  I  abhor 
the  false  god  X;irdoun,  and  the  adoration  of 
fire. 

"  It  is  about  three  years  and  some  months 
ago  that  a  thundering  voice  was  heard  all  of  a 
sudden  so  distinctly  through  the  whole  city, 
that  nobody  could  miss  hearing  it.  The 
words  were  these  : — '  Inhabitants,  abandon 
the  worship  of  Xardoun,  and  of  fire,  and 
worship  the  only  God  that  shews  mercy.' 

"  This  voice  was  heard  three  years  succes- 
sively, but  nobody  was  converted  ;  so  the 
last  day  of  the  year,  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  all  the  inhabitants  in  general  were 
changed  in  an  instant  into  stone,  every  one 
in  the  same  condition  and  posture  they  hap- 
pened to  be  then  in.  The  Idng,  my  father, 
had  the  same  fate,  for  he  was  metamor- 
phosed into  a  black  stone,  as  he  is  to  be  seen 
in  this  palace ;  and  the  queen,  my  mother, 
had  the  like  destiny. 

' '  I  am  the  only  person  that  did  not  sufl"er 
under  that  heavy  judgment,  and  ever  since 
I  have  continued  to  serve  God  with  more 
fervency  than  before.  I  am  persuaded,  dear 
lady,  that  he  has  sent  you  hither  for  my 
comfoi't,  for  which  I  render  Him  infinite 
thanks;  for  I  must  own  that  this  solitary 
life  is  very  uneasy." 

AU  these  expressions,  and  particularly  the 
last,  increased  my  love  to  him  extremely. 
"Prince,"  said  I,  "there  is  no  doubt  but 
Providence  hath  Ijrought  me  into  your  j)ort, 
to  jiresent  you  with  an  o])portunity  of  with- 
drawing from  this  dismal  place.  The  ship 
that  I  came  in  may  in  some  measure  per- 
suade you  that  I  am  in  some  esteem  at  Bag- 
dad, where  I  have  left  also  a  considerable 
estate  ;  and  I  dare  engage  to  promise  you 
sanctuary  there,  until  the  mighty  commander 
of  the  faithful,   who   is  vice-regent  to  our 
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prophet,  \vhom  j'oii  acknowledge,  sliew  you 
the  honoiu'  that  is  due  to  your  merit.  This 
renowned  prince  lives  at  Bagdad,  and  as 
soon  as  he  is  informed  of  your  arrival  in  his 
capital,  yo\i  will  find  that  it  is  not  in  vain  to 
implore  his  assistance.  It  is  impossible  you 
can  stay  any  longer  in  a  city  where  all  the 
objects  you  sec  must  renew  your  grief  :  my 
vessel  is  at  your  service,  where  you  may 
absolutely  command  as  yoii  shall  think  fit." 
He  accepted  the  ofi'er,  and  we  discoursed  the 
remaining  part  of  the  night  about  our  em- 
barkment. 

As  soon  as  it  was  day  we  left  the  palace, 
and  came  aboard  my  ship,  where  we  found 
my  sisters,  the  cap- 
tain, and  the  slaves, 
all  very  much  ti-oubled 
for  my  absence.  Af- 
ter I  had  presented 
my  sisters  to  the 
prince,  I  told  them 
what  had  hindered 
my  return  to  the  ves- 
sel the  day  before, 
how  I  had  met  with 
the  young  prince,  his 
story,  and  the  cause 
of  the  desolation  of  so  fine  a  city. 

The  seamen  were  taken  up  several  days  in 
unlading  the  merchandise  I  brought  along 
with  me,  and  embarking,  instead  of  that,  all 
the  precious  things  in  the  palace,  as  jewels, 
gold,  and  money.  We  left  the  furniture  and 
goods,  which  consisted  of  an  infinite  quan- 
tity of  plate,  &c.,  ])ccause  our  vessel  could 
not  carry  it,  for  it  vrould  have  required 
several  vessels  more  to  carry  all  the  riches 
to  Bagdad  that  we  might  have  chosen  to 
take  with  iis. 

After  we  had  laden  the  vessel  with  what 
we  thought  fit,  we  took  such  provisions  and 
water  aboard  as  were  necessary  for  oiir  voy- 
age (for  we  had  still  a  great  deal  of  those 
provisions  left  that  we  had  taken  in  at  Bal- 
sora  : )  at  last  we  set  sail  with  a  wind  as  fa- 
vourai)le  as  we  could  wish. 

Here  Scheherazade  saw  day,  and  stopped 
her  discourse :  the  sultan  arose  without 
speaking  a  word ;  but  he  xtroj^osed  to  him- 
self to  hear  the  end  of  Zobeide's  story,  and 
the  wonderful  deliverance  of  this  young 
prince. 


The  Sixty-Sixtli  Niglit, 

When  the  ensiung  night  was  almost  past, 
Dinarzadc,  impatient  to  know  the  success  of 
Zobeide's  voyage,  caUed  the  sultaness  :  My 
dear  sister,  day  begins  to  break  ;  for  God's 
sake  continue  the  story  of  yesternight,  and 
tell  us  whether  the  prince  and  Zobcidc  ar- 
rived safe  at  Bagdad. — I  will,  said  Schehe- 
razade. 


Zobeide,  addressing  herself  to  the  caliph, 
went  on  thus  s — 

Sir,  said  she,  the  yoimg  prince,  my  sisters, 
and  myself,  enjoyed  ourselves  for  some  time 
very  agreeably  :  Tout,  alas  !  this  good  under- 
standing did  not  last  long,  for  my  sisters 
grew  jealous  of  the  friendship  between  the 
prince  and  me,  and  maliciously  asked  me  one 
day,  what  we  slioidd  do  with  him  when  we 
came  to  Bagdad.  I  perceived  immediately 
that  they  put  this  question  to  me  on  purpose 
to  discover  my  inclinations ;  therefore,  re- 
solving to  put  it  off  with  a  jest,  I  answered 
them,  "I  will  take  him  for  my  husband;" 
and  upon  that,  turning  to  the  prince,  "Sir, 
I  humbly  beg  of  you 
to  give  your  consent ; 
for  as  soon  as  we  come 
to  Bagdad,  I  design 
to  offer  you  my  iier- 
Bon  to  be  your  slave, 
to  do  yoii  all  the  ser- 
vice that  is  in  my 
power,  and  to  resign 
mj^self  wholly  to  your 
commands." 

The  prince  answer- 
ed, "I  know  not,  ma- 
dam, whether  you  be  in  jest  or  no  ;  but  for 
my  own  part,  I  seriously  declare  before 
these  ladies,  your  sisters,  that  from  this  mo- 
ment I  heartily  accept  your  offer,  not  with 
any  intention  to  have  you  as  a  slave,  but  as 
my  lady  and  mistress ;  nor  will  I  pretend  to 
have  any  power  over  your  actions."  At 
these  words  my  sisters  changed  colour,  and 
I  coidd  perceive  afterwards  that  they  did  not 
love  me  as  formerly. 

We  were  come  into  the  Persian  gulf,  and 
not  far  from  Balsora,  where  I  hoped,  con- 
sidering the  fair  wind,  we  might  have  arrived 
the  day  following  ;  but  in  the  niglit,  when  I 
was  asleeji,  my  sisters  A^'atched  their  time, 
and  threw  me  overboard.  They  did  the  same 
to  the  prince,  who  was  drowned.  I  swam 
some  minutes  on  the  water  ;  but  by  good 
fortune,  or  rather  miracle,  I  felt  ground.  I 
went  towards  a  black  place,  that,  by  what  I 
could  discern  in  the  dark,  seemed  to  be  land, 
and  actually  was  a  flat  on  the  coast ;  which, 
when  day  came,  I  found  to  be  a  desert  is- 
land, lying  aboiit  twenty  miles  from  Balsora. 
I  soon  dried  my  clothes  in  the  sun  ;  and  as 
I  walked  along,  I  found  several  sorts  of  fruit, 
anil  likewise  fresh  water,  which  gave  me 
some  hopes  of  preserving  my  life. 

I  laid  myself  down  in  a  shade,  and  soon 
after  I  saw  a  winged  serpent,  very  large  and 
long,  coming  towards  me,  wriggling  to  the 
right  and  to  the  left,  and  hanging  out  his 
tongue,  which  made  me  think  he  had  some 
hurt.  I  arose,  and  saw  a  larger  serpent  ft)l  • 
lowing  him,  holding  him  by  the  tail,  and 
endeavouring  to  devoiir  him.  I  had  com- 
passion on  him,  and  instead  of  flying  away, 
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I  had  the  boklness  ami  courage  to  take  up  a 
stone  tliat  by  chauce  lay  Ijy  me,  ami  tlirew 
it  witli  all  my  strength  at  the  great  serpent, 
whom  I  hit  on  the  head  ami  killed  him. 
The  other,  finding  himself  at  lilicrty,  took 
to  his  wings  and  flew  awaj'.  I  looked  a  long 
while  after  him  in  the  air,  as  an  extraordi- 
nary thing ;  but  he  flew  out  of  siglit,  and  1 
lay  down  again  in  another  place  in  the  shade, 
and  fell  asleep. 

When  I  awaked,  judge  how  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  by  me  a  black  woman,  of  a  lively 
and  agreeable  complexion,  who  held  tied  to- 
gether in  her  hand  two  bitches  of  the  same 
colour,  I  sat  iip  and  asked  her  who  she 
was.  "  I  am," said  she,  "the  serpent  whom 
you  delivered  not  long  since  from  my  mortal 
enemy.  I  knew  not  how  to  acknowledge 
the  great  kindness  you  did  me,  but  by  doing 
what  I  have  done.  I  knew  the  treachery  of 
your  sisters,  and  to  avenge  yoxi  on  them,  as 
soon  as  I  was  set  at  liberty  by  your  generous 
assistance,  I  called  several  of  my  companions 
together,  fairies  like  myself.  We  have  car- 
ried into  your  storehouses  at  Bagdad  all 
your  lading  that  was  in  your  vessel,  and 
afterwards  sunk  it. 

"  These  two  black  bitches  are  your  sisters, 
whom  I  have  transformed  into  this  shape. 
But  this  punishment  is  not  sufficient ;  for  I 
will  have  you  treat  them  in  such  a  manner 
as  T  shall  direct." 

At  these  words  the  fairy  took  me  fast 
under  one  of  her  arms,  and  the  two  bitches 
in  the  other,  and  carried  me  to  my  house  in 
Bagdad,  where  I  found  in  my  storehouses  all 
the  riches  which  were  laden  on  board  my 
vessel.  Before  she  left  me,  she  delivered  me 
the  two  bitches,  and  told  me,  "  If  you  will 
not  be  changed  into  a  bitch  as  they  are,  I 
ordain  you,  in  the  name  of  him  that  governs 
the  sea,  to  give  each  of  your  sisters  every 
night  a  hundred  lashes  with  a  rod,  for  the 
punishment  of  the  crime  they  have  commit- 
ted against  your  person,  and  the  young 
prince  whom  they  drowned."  I  was  forced 
to  promise  that  I  would  obey  her  order. 
Since  that  time  I  have  whipped  them  every 
night,  though  with  regret,  whereof  your 
majest}^  has  been  a  witness.  I  give  evidence 
by  my  tears  Mdth  how  much  sorrow  and  re- 
luctance I  must  perform  this  cruel  duty; 
and  in  this  your  majesty  may  see  I  am  more 
to  be  pitied  than  blamed.  If  there  be  any- 
thing else,  with  relation  to  myself,  that  you 
desire  to  be  informed  of,  my  sister  Amine 
will  give  you  the  full  discovery  of  it,  by  the 
relation  of  her  story. 

After  the  caliph  had  heard  Zobeide  with 
a  great  deal  of  astonishment,  he  desired  his 
grand  vizier  to  pray  fair  Amine  to  acquaint 
him  wherefore  her  breast  was  marked  with 
so  many  scars. 

But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  it  is  day,  and 
I  dare  not  detain  your  majesty  any  longer. 


Schahriar  being  persuaded  that  the  story 
which  Scheherazade  was  to  relate  would  ex- 
plain the  former,  said  to  himself,  I  must 
have  the  ]>leasure  of  hearing  this  story  out : 
upon  which  he  arose,  and  resolved  that  Sche- 
herazade should  live  one  day  longer. 


The  Sixty-Seventh  Night, 

DiNAEZADE  longed  to  hear  the  story  of 
Amine,  and  therefore  waked  the  sidtaness  a 
long  while  before  day,  saying.  Dear  sister, 
pray  let  us  know  why  fnir  Amine  had  her 
breast  so  covered  with  scars. — I  consent  to 
it,  said  the  sultaness ;  aud  that  no  time  may 
be  lost,  you  may  know  that  Amine  address- 
ed herself  to  the  caliph,  and  began  her  story 
after  this  manner : — 

THE   STORY   OF    AMIXE. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  said  she,  to 
avoid  repeating  what  your  majesty  has  al- 
ready heard  by  my  sister's  story,  I  shall 
only  add,  that  after  my  mother  had  taken  a 
house  for  herself  to  live  in  during  her 
widowhood,  she  gave  me  in  marriage,  with 
the  portion  my  father  left  me,  to  a  gentleman 
that  had  one  of  the  best  estates  in  the  city. 

I  had  scarce  been  a  year  married  when  I 
became  a  widow,  and  was  left  in  possession 
of  all  my  husband's  estate,  which  amounted 
to  ninety  thousand  sequins.  The  interest 
of  this  money  was  sufiicient  to  maintain  me 
very  honourably.  In  the  meantime,  when 
my  first  six  months'  mourning  was  over,  I 
caused  to  be  made  me  ten  suits  of  clothes, 
very  rich,  so  that  each  suit  came  to  a  thou- 
sand sequins;  and  when  the  year  was  past, 
I  began  to  wear  them. 

One  day,  as  I  was  busy  alone  about  my 
domestic  aifairs,  I  was  told  that  a  lady  de- 
sired to  speak  to  me.  I  ordered  her  to  be 
brought  in.  She  was  a  person  advanced  in 
yeai'S  :  she  saluted  me  by  kissing  the  ground, 
and  told  me,  kneeling,  "  Dear  lady,  excuse 
the  freedom  I  take  to  trouble  you;  the  con- 
fidence I  have  in  your  charity  makes  me 
thus  bold.  I  must  acqiiaint  your  ladyship 
that  I  have  an  orphan  daughter,  who  is  to 
be  married  this  day:  she  and  I  are  both 
strangers,  aud  have  no  acquaintance  in  this 
town;  which  much  perplexes  me,  for  we 
wish  the  numerous  family  with  whom  we 
are  going  to  ally  ourselves  to  think  we  are 
not  altogether  strangers,  and  without  credit ; 
therefore,  most  Ijeautiful  lady,  if  you  would 
vouchsafe  to  honour  the  wedding  with  your 
presence,  we  shall  be  infinitely  obliged  to 
you,  because  the  ladies  of  your  country  will 
then  know  that  we  are  not  looked  upon  here 
as  despicable  wretches,  when  they  shall 
come  to  understand  that  a  lady  of  your 
quality  did  us  that  honom-.    But,  alas !  ma-  j 
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dam,  if  you  refuse  this  request,  we  shall  be 
altogether  disgraced,  and  dare  not  address 
ourselves  to  any  other." 

This  poor  woman's  discourse,  mixed  with 
tears,  moved  my  compassion.  "Good  woman," 
said  I,  "  do  not  afflict  yourself  ;  I  am  willing 
to  grant  you  the  favour  you  desire  ;  tell  me 
wliat  ])lace  I  must  come  to,  and  I  will  meet 
you  as  soon  as  I  am  dressed."  The  old  wo- 
man was  so  transported  with  joy  at  my  an- 
swer that  she  kissed  my  feet  without  my 
bding  able  to  hinder  it.  ' '  Good  charitable 
laily,"  said  she,  rising  up,  "  God  will  reward 
the  kincbiess  you  have  shewed  to  your  ser- 
vants, and  make  your  heart  as  joyful  as 
you  have  made  theirs.  It  is  too  soon  yet  to 
give  yourself  that  trouble  :  it  will  be  time 
enough  when  I  come  to  call  yoii  in  the  even- 
ing. So  farewell,  madam,"  said  she,  "  till  I 
have  the  honour  to  see  yon  again," 

As  soon  as  she  was  gone,  1  took  the  suit 
I  liked  best,  with  a  necklace  of  lai'ge  pearls, 
bracelets,  pendants  in  my  cars,  and  rings 
set  with  the  finest  and  most  sparkling  dia- 
monds ;  for  my  mind  presaged  what  Mould 
befall  me. 

When  night  drew  on,  the  old  woman  came 
to  call  me,  with  a  countenance  full  of  joy; 
she  kissed  my  hands,  and  said,  ' '  My  dear 
lady,  the  relations  of  my  son-in-law,  who 
are  the  prmcipal  ladies  of  the  town,  are 
now  met  together ;  you  may  come  when  you 
please,  I  am  ready  to  wait  on  you."  We 
went  immediately,  she  going  before,  and  I 
followed  her,  with  a  good  number  of  my 
maids  and  slaves,  very  well  dressed.  We 
sto])t  in  a  wide  street,  newly  swept  and 
watered,  at  a  spacious  gate  with  a  lanterji 
before  it,  by  the  light  of  which  1  could  read 
this  inscription  over  the  gate  in  golden  let- 
ters :  ' '  Here  is  the  abode  of  everlasting  pleas- 
I  nres  and  content."  The  old  woman  knocked, 
I  and  the  gate  was  opened  immediately. 

They  brought  me  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
I  court,  into  a  large  hall,  where  I  was  received 
I  by  a  young  lady  of  admirable  beauty.  She 
I  came  up  to  mc,  and  after  having  embraced 
j  nie,  .she  made  me  sit  down  by  her  upon  a 
I  sofa,  where  there  was  a  throne  of  iirecious 
I  wood,  set  with  diamonds.  "Madam,"  said 
I  she,  "  j'ou  are  1)rought  hither  to  assist  at  a 
■  wedding ;  but  I  hope  this  marriage  will 
I  i>rov(;  otherwise  than  what  you  expected.  I 
I  have  a  brother,  one  of  the  handsomest  men 
j  in  the  world :  he  is  fallen  so  much  in  love 
I  with  the  fame  of  your  beauty,  that  his  fate 
I  dejjends  wholly  upon  you,  and  he  will  be  the 
j  unhappicst  of  men  if  you  do  not  take  pity 
I  on  him.  He  knows  your  qualitj%  and  I  can 
assure  you  he  is  in  nowise  unworthy  of  your 
I  alliance.  If  my  prayers,  madam,  can  prevail, 
j  i  shall  join  them  with  his,  and  humbly  beg 
I  you  will  not  refuse  the  offer  of  being  his  wife. ' ' 
I  After  the  death  of  my  husband,'  I  had  no 
I   thought  of  marrying  ^gain :  but  I  had  no 


power  to  refuse  the  offer  made  by  so  charm- 
ing a  ladj'.  As  soon  as  I  had  given  consent 
by  silence,  accompanied  with  a  bhish,  the 
young  lady  clapt  her  hands;  and  immedi- 
ately a  closet  door  opened,  out  of  which 
came  a  young  man  of  a  majestic  air,  and  so 
graceful  a  behaviour,  that  I  thought  myself 
happy  to  have  made  so  great  a  conquest. 
He  sat  down  by  me,  and  by  the  discourse  we 
had  together,  I  found  that  his  merits  far  ex- 
ceeded the  account  his  sister  had  given  me 
of  him. 

AVhen  she  saw  that  we  were  satisfied  with 
one  another,  she  clapt  her  hands  a  second 
time,  and  out  came  a  cadi,  or  scrivener,  who 
wrote  our  contract  of  marriage,  signed  it 
himself,  and  caused  it  to  be  attested  by  four 
witnesses  he  brought  along  with  him.  The 
only  thing  that  my  new  spouse  made  me 
promise  was,  that  I  .sliould  not  be  seen  by 
nor  speak  with  any  other  man  but  himself ; 
and  he  vowed  to  me  upon  that  condition, 
that  I  should  have  no  reason  to  complain 
of  him.  Our  marriage  was  concluded  and 
liuished  after  this  manner  ;  so  I  became  the 
princijial  actress  of  a  weddmg  whereuuto  I 
was  only  invited  as  a  guest. 

After  we  had  been  married  a  month,  I 
had  occasion  for  some  stuffs.  I  asked  my 
husband's  leave  to  go  out  and  buy  them, 
which  he  granted ;  and  I  took  that  old 
woman  along  with  me,  of  whom  I  spoke  be- 
fore, she  being  one  of  the  family,  and  two 
of  my  own  female  slaves. 

When  we  came  to  the  street  where  the 
merchants  dwell,  the  old  woman  told  me, 
"  Dear  mistress,  since  you  want  silk  stuffs, 
I  must  carry  you  to  a  yoiing  merchant  of  my 
acquaintance  :  he  has  of  all  sorts,  and  it  wiU 
prevent  j-ou  wearying  yourself  by  going  from 
one  .shop  to  another.  I  can  assm-e  you  that 
he  is  able  to  fm-nish  you  with  that  which 
nobody  else  can."  1  Avas  easily  persuaded, 
and  we  entered  into  a  .shop  belonging  to  a 
young  merchant  who  was  tolerably  hand- 
some. I  sat  down,  and  bade  the  old  woman 
desire  him  to  shew  me  the  finest  silk  stuffs 
he  had.  The  woman  bade  me  speak  myself ; 
but  I  told  her  it  was,  one  of  the  articles  of 
my  marriage  contract  not  to  sjjeak  to  any 
man  but  my  husband,  which  I  ought  to  keep. 

The  merchant  shewed  me  several  stuffs,  of 
which  one  pleased  me  better  than  the  rest : 
but  1  bade  her  ask  the  jirice.  He  answered 
the  old  woman,  "I  will  not  sell  it  for  gohl 
or  money,  but  I  will  make  her  a  present  of 
it,  if  she  will  give  me  leave  to  kiss  her 
cheek."  I  ordered  the  old  woman  to  tell 
him  that  he  was  very  rude  to  propose  such 
a  thing;  but  instead  of  obeying  me,  she  .said, 
"What  the  merchant  desires  of  you  is  no 
such  great  matter ;  yon  need  not  s])eak,  but 
only  present  him  your  cheek,  and  the  busi- 
ness will  soon  be  done."  The  stuff"  pleased 
me  so  much  that  I  was  foolish  enough  to 
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take  her  ach-ice.  The  ohl  woman  aud  my 
shivo  stood  lip,  that  nohody  should  see,  and 
I  put  up  my  veil ;  }>ut  instead  of  a  kiss,  the 
merchant  l)it  me  till  the  blood  came. 

The  i)ain  and  surprise  were  so  great  that 
I  fell  down  in  a  swoon,  and  continued  in  it 
so  long  that  the  merchant  had  time  to  shut 
his  shop,  and  fly  for  it.  When  I  came  to 
myself,  I  found  my  cheek  all  hloody:  the 
old  Avomau  aud  my  sla\'es  took  earc  to  cover 
it  with  my  veil,  tliat  the  pcoide  who  came 
about  us  coxild  not  perceive  it,  but  supposed 
it  to  be  only  a  fainting  lit. 

Scheherazade,  as  she  spoke  these  words, 
perceived  day,  and  held  her  peace.  The 
sultan  finding  the  story  both  extraordinaiy 
aud  pleasant,  rose  up,  with  a  design  to  hear 
the  rest  of  it. 


The  Sixty-Eighth  Night. 

When  next  night  was  near  at  an  end,  Dinar- 
zade  awaked  and  called  to  the  sidtaness,  Tf 
you  please,  sister,  pray  continue  the  story  of 
Amine. — Scheherazade  answered,  The  lady 
resumed  it  thus  : — 

The  old  woman  who  was  with  me,  being 
extremely  troubled  at  this  accident,  eudeav- 
oured  to  comfort  me.  "  My  dear  mistress," 
said  she,  "  I  beg  your  pardon,  for  I  am  the 
cause  of  this  misfortune,  having  brought  you 
to  this  merchant,  because  he  is  my  country- 
man ;  but  I  never  thought  he  would  be  guilty 
of  such  a  viUanous  action.  But  do  not 
grieve :  let  us  make  haste  to  go  home ;  I 
wiU  give  yon  a  medicine  that  shall  perfectly 
cure  you  in  three  days'  time,  so  that  the 
least  mark  shall  not  be  seen."  The  tit  had 
made  me  so  weak  that  I  was  scarce  able  to 
walk :  but  at  last  I  got  home,  whei-e  I  had 
a  second  fit,  as  I  went  into  the  chamber. 
Meanwhile,  the  old  M'oman  applied  her  re- 
medy, so  that  I  came  to  myself,  and  went 
to  bed. 

!My  husband  came  to  me  at  night,  and 
seeing  my  head  bound  up,  asked  me  the 
reason.  I  told  him  1  had  the  headache,  and 
hoped  he  would  inquire  no  further;  but  he 
took  a  candle,  and  saw  my  cheek  was  hurt. 
"How  comes  this  wound?"  said  he.  And 
though  I  was  not  very  guilty,  yet  I  could 
not  think  of  owning  the  thing ;  besides,  to 
make  such  a  confession  to  a  husband,  I 
thought,  was  somewhat  indecent;  therefore 
I  told  him,  "  That  as  I  was  going  to  seek 
ftn-  that  stxxff  you  gave  me  leave  to  buy,  a 
l)orter  carrying  a  load  of  wood  came  so  close 
l)y  me,  as  1  went  through  a  narrow  street, 
that  one  of  the  sticks  gave  me  a  rub  on  the 
cheek  ;  but  it  is  not  much  hurt."  This  put 
my  husl)and  in  such  a  passion,  that  he  vowed 
he  shoidd  not  go  unpunished;  "  for  I  will  to- 
i  morrow  give  orders  to  the  heutenant  of  the 


police  to  seize  upon  all  those  brutes  of  jior- 
ters,  and  cause  them  to  be  hanged."  Being 
afraid  to  occasion  the  death  of  so  many  inno- 
cent persons,  I  told  him,  "Sir,  I  should  be 
sorry  that  so  great  a  piece  of  injustice  should 
be  committed.  Pray  do  not  do  it;  for  I 
should  deem  myself  unijardonable  if  J  were 
the  cause  of  so  much  mischief."  "Then  tell 
me  sincerely,"  said  he,  "how  came  you  by 
this  wound?"  I  answered,  "That  it  came 
through  the  inadvertency  of  a  broom-seller 
upon  an  ass,  who,  coming  behind  me,  and 
looking  another  way,  his  ass  gave  me  such  a 
push  that  I  fell  down,  and  hurt  my  cheek 
upon  some  glass."  "Is  it  so  ?"  said  my  hus- 
band ;  ' ' then  to-morrow  morning,  before  sun- 
rising,  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  shall  have  an 
account  of  this  insolence,  and  he  shall  caiise 
all  the  broom-sellers  to  be  put  to  death." 
"For  the  love  of  God,  sir,"  said  T,  "  let  me 
beg  of  you  to  pardon  them,  for  they  are  not 
guilty."  "How,  madam,"  said  he,  "what 
is  it  I  must  believe !  Speak,  for  I  am  abso- 
lutely resolved  to  know  the  truth  from  your 
own  moiitli."  "  Sir,"  said  I,  "  I  was  taken 
Avith  a  giddiness  in  my  head,  and  fell  down, 
aud  that  is  the  whole  matter." 

At  these  last  words  my  husband  lost  all 
patience.  "Oh,"  said  he,  "I  have  given 
ear  to  yoiir  lies  too  long:"  with  that,  clap- 
ping his  hands,  in  came  three  slaves.  "  PuU 
her  out  of  bed,"  said  he,  "and  lay  her  in 
the  middle  of  the  floor."  The  slaves  obeyed 
his  orders,  one  holding  me  by  the  head,  and 
another  by  the  feet :  he  commanded  a  third 
to  fetch  him  a  scimitar;  and  when  he  had 
brought  it,  "Strike,"  said  he;  cut  her  in 
two  in  the  middle,  and  then  throw  her  into 
the  Tigris  to  feed  the  fishes.  This  is  the 
Ijunishment  I  give  to  those  to  whom  [  have 
given  my  heart,  if  they  falsify  their  pro- 
mise. When  he  saw  that  the  slave  made 
no  haste  to  obey  his  orders,  "  Why  do  you 
not  strike  ?"  said  he.  "  Who  is  it  that  holds 
you  ?     What  are  you  waiting  for  ?  " 

"  Madam,  then,"  said  the  slave,  "you  are 
near  the  last  moment  of  your  life;  consider 
if  you  have  anything  to  dispose  of  before 
you  die."  I  begged  leave  to  speak  one  word, 
Avhicli  was  granted  me.  I  lifted  up  my 
head,  aud  looking  wistfully  to  my  husband, 
"Alas!"  said  I,  "to  Avhat  condition  am  I 
reduced !  Must  I  then  die  in  the  prime  of 
my  youth  ?  "  I  could  say  no  more,  for  my 
tears  and  sighs  prevented  me.  IMy  husband 
was  not  at  all  moved,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
went  on  to  reproach  me,  so  that  to  have 
made  answer  would  have  been  in  vain.  I 
haA.i  recourse  to  entreaties  and  prayers,  but 
he  had  no  regard  to  them,  and  commanded 
the  slaves  to  proceed  to  execution.  The  old 
woman  who  had  been  his  nurse  came  in  just 
at  that  moment,  fell  down  upon  her  knees, 
and  cndeavoiu'ed  to  appease  his  wrath.  ' '  ^ly 
son,"  said  she,  "  since  I  have  been  your  uurse, 
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and  brought  yoii  up,  let  me  beg  the  favour  of 
you  to  grant  me  her  life;  consider  that  he 
who  kills  shall  be  killed,  and  that  you  wiU 
stain  yoiu-  reputation,  and  lose  the  esteem  of 


mankind.  What  will  the  world  say  of  such 
a  bloody  rage  ?"  She  spoke  these  words  in 
such  an  affecting  mamier,  accompanied  with 
tears,  that  she  prevailed  I'.pou  him  at  last. 


"Well,  then,"  said  ho  to  his  nurse,  "for 
your  sake  I  will  spare  her  life ;  but  she  shall 
carry  some  marks  along  with  her  to  make 
her  remember  the  crime."  With  that  one 
of  the  slaves,  by  his  order,  gave  me  so  many 
blows  as  hard  as  he  could  strike,  with  a  little 
cane,  upon  my  sides  and  breast,  that  he 
fetched  both  skin  and  flesh  away,  so  that  I 
lay  senseless.  After  that  he  caused  the  same 
slaves,  the  executioners  of  his  fury,  to  carry 
me  into  a  house,  where  the  old  Avoman  took 
care  of  me.  I  kept  my  bed  four  mouths : 
at  last  I  recovered  :  the  scars  you  saw 
yesterday,  against  my  will,  have  remained 
ever  since. 

As  soon  as  I  was  able  to  walk,  and  go 
abroad,  I  resolved  to  go  to  the  house  which 
was  my  own  by  my  first  husband,  but  I 
could  not  find  the  place.  ]\Iy  second  hus- 
band, in  the  heat  of  his  wrath,  was  not 
content  to  have  razed  it  to  the  ground,  but 
caused  all  the  street  where  it  stood  to  be 
pulled  down.  I  believe  such  a  violent  jjro- 
ceeding  was  never  heard  of  before ;  but 
against  whom  should  I  make  my  complaint  ? 
The  author  had  taken  such  care  that  he  was 
not  to  be  found,  neither  could  I  know  him 
again  if  I  saw  him;  and  suppose  I  had 
known  him,  is  it  not  easily  seen  that  the 
treatment  I  met  with  proceeded  from  abso- 
lute power  ?  How,  then,  dared  T.  make  any 
complaint  ? 

Being  desolate,  and  unprovided  of  evwy- 
thing,  I  had  recourse  to  ray  dear  sister  Zo- 
beide,  who  gave  your  majesty  just  now  an 
account  of  her  adventures :  to  her  I  made 
known  my  misfortune ;  she  received  me  with 
her  accustomed  goodness,  and  advised  mc 
to  bear  it  with  patience.      "  This  is  the  way 


of  the  world,"  said  she,  "  which  either  robs 
us  of  our  means,  our  friends,  or  our  lovers, 
and  oftentimes  of  aU  at  once."  And,  at  the 
same  time,  to  confirm  v/hat  she  had  said, 
she  gave  me  an  account  of  the  loss  of  the 
young  prince,  occasioned  by  the  jealoiisy  of 
her  two  sisters;  she  told  me  also  by  what 
accident  they  were  transformed  into  bitches ; 
and,  in  the  last  place,  after  a  thousand  testi- 
monials of  her  love  towards  me,  she  shewed 
mc  my  youngest  sister,  who  had  likewise 
taken  sanctuary  with  her  after  the  death  of 
her  mother. 

Thus  we  gave  God  thanks,  who  had 
brought  us  together  again,  resolving  to  live  a 
single  life,  and  never  to  sepai-ate  any  more, 
for  Avc  have  enjoyed  this  peaceable  way  of 
living  a  great  many  years  ;  and  as  it  was  my 
business  to  mind  the  afiairs  of  the  house,  I 
always  took  pleasure  to  go  myself  and  buy 
in  what  Ave  Avanted.  1  happened  to  go 
abroad  yesterday,  and  the  things  I  bought 
I  caused  to  be  brought  homo  by  a  porter, 
Avho  proved  to  be  a  sensible  and  jocose  fellow, 
and  we  kept  him  Avith  us  for  a  little  diver- 
sion. Three  calenders  happened  to  come  to 
our  door  as  it  began  to  groAv  dark,  and 
prayed  us  to  give  them  shelter  till  the  next 
morning.  We  gave  them  entrance,  but  upon 
certain  conditions,  Avhich  they  agreed  to; 
and  after  Ave  had  made  them  sit  doAvn  at  the 
table  by  us,  they  gave  us  a  concert  of  musie 
after  their  fashion,  and  at  the  same  time  avo 
lieard  knocking  at  our  gate.  These  Avere  the 
three  mercliants  of  Idoussol,  men  of  a  very 
good  mien,  Avho  begged  the  same  fa\'our 
which  the  calenders  had  obtained  before. 
We  consented  to  it  upon  the  same  conditions, 
but  neither  of  them  kept  their  promise  ;  and 
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tliougli  we  had  power  as  well  as  justice 
ou  our  side  to  ininish  them,  yet  we  con- 
tented ourselves  ■\\'ith  demanding  from  them 
the  history  of  their  lives,  and  consec^uently 
confined  our  revenge  to  dismissing  them  after 
they  had  done,  and  depriving  them  of  the 
lodging  they  requested. 

The  calii)h  llaroun  Alraschid  was  very 
well  satisfied  with  these  strange  stories,  and 
declared  publicly  his  astonishment  at  what 
he  had  heard. 

But,  SU-,  said  Scheherazade,  day  begins  to 
break  ;  so  that  I  have  not  time  to  acquaint 
your  majesty  what  the  calii)h  did  to  jnit  an 
end  to  the  enchantment  of  the  two  black 
bitches.  Schahi-iar,  supj)osing  that  the  sul- 
taness  woidd  finish  the  stovy  of  the  five 
ladies  and  the  three  calenders  the  next 
night,  rose  up,  and  suffered  her  to  live  till 
next  morning. 


The  Sixty-Ninth  Night. 

For  the  love  of  heaven,  sister,  says  Dinar- 
zade,  before  it  was  day,  if  you  ai-e  not  asleep, 
tell  us  how  the  two  black  bitches  were 
brought  to  their  former  shape,  and  what 
became  of  the  three  calenders. — I  will  satisfy 
your  curiosity,  said  Scheherazade.  Then  ad- 
tkessing  her  discourse  to  Schahriar,  she  pur- 
sued it  thus  : — 

Sir,  the  caliph  having  satisfied  his  curi- 
osity, thought  himself  obliged  to  give  some 
marks  of  grandeur  and  generosity  to  the  ca- 
lender princes,  and  also  to  give  the  three 
ladies  some  proofs  of  his  bounty.  He  him- 
self, without  making  iise  of  his  miaister,  the' 
grand  vizier,  spoke  to  Zobcide :  "Madam, 
this  fairy,  that  shewed  herself  to  you  in  the 
shape  of  a  serpent,  and  imjjosed  such  a  rig- 
orous command  upon  you,  did  she  not  tell 
you  where  her  place  of  abode  Avas  ?  Or 
rather,  did  she  not  j^omise  to  see  you,  and 
restore  those  bitches  to  their  natural  shape  ?  " 

"Commander  of  the  faithful,''  answered 
Zobeidc,  "  I  forgot  to  tell  your  majesty  that 
the  fairy  left  with  me  a  buntUe  of  hair,  say- 
ing withal,  that  her  ju-eseuce  ^\oidd  one  day 
Ije  of  use  to  me ;  and  then,  if  I  only  burnt 
two  tufts  of  this  hair,  she  woidd  be  with 
me  in  a  moment,  though  she  were  beyond 
I^Iount  Caucasiis."  "Madam,"  said  the 
calijih,  "  where  is  the  bundle  of  hair  ?  "  She 
answered,  "Ever  since  that  time  I  have  had 
such  a  particular  care  of  it,  that  T  always 
carry  it  about  me."  Upon  which  she  pidled 
it  out,  just  opening  the  case  where  it  was, 
and  shewed  it  to  him.  "Well  then,"  said 
the  caliph,  "let  us  make  the  fau-y  come 
hither,  you  coidd  not  call  her  in  a  better 
time,  for  I  long  to  see  her." 

Zobeide  having  consented  to  it,  fire  was 
brought  in,  and  she  threw  the  whole  bundle 


of  hair  into  it.  The  palace  began  to  shake 
at  that  very  instant,  and  the  fairy  appeared 
before  the  caliph,  ia  the  shape  of  a  lady  very 
richly  dressed. 

"  Commander  of  the  faithfid,"  said  she  to 
the  prince,  "  yoii  see  1  am  ready  to  come  and 
receive  your  commands.  The  lady  who  gave 
me  this  call  by  your  order,  did  me  a  par- 
ticidar  piece  of  service  :  to  make  my  grati- 
tude appear,  I  revenged  her  of  her  sistei's' 
inhumanity,  by  changing  them  into  bitches  ; 
but  if  your  majesty  commands  it,  I  will  re- 
store them  to  then-  former  shape." 

"  Handsome  fairy,"  said  the  caliph,  "you 
cannot  do  me  a  greater  pleasure ;  vouchs.afe 
them  that  favoui',  and  after  that  I  wiU  find 
some  means  to  comfort  them  for  the  hard 
penance.  But  besides,  I  have  another  boon 
to  ask  in  favour  of  that  lady,  who  has  had 
such  cruel  usage  from  an  unknown  husband ; 
and  as  you  undoubtedly  know  a  great  many 
things,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  you 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  this.  Oblige  me  with 
the  name  of  this  barbarous  fellow,  whocoiild 
not  be  contented  to  exercise  his  barbarous 
ci-uelty  ujion  her  person,  but  has  also  most 
unjustly  taken  from  her  all  her  substance. 
I  only  wonder  how  such  an  imjust  and  in- 
human action  coidd  be  performed  in  spite  of 
my  authority  and  not  come  to  my  ears." 

"To  oblige  your  majesty,"  answered  the 
fairy,  "  I  will  restore  the  two  bitches  to  their 
former  state,  and  I  will  so  cure  the  lady  of 
her  scars,  that  it  shall  never  appear  she  was 
so  beaten ;  and  at  last  I  wiU  tell  you  who  it 
was  that  did  it." 

The  caliph  sent  for  the  two  bitches  from 
Zobeide's  house ;  and  when  they  came,  a  glass 
of  water  was  brought  to  the  fairy  by  her 
desire  ;  she  pronounced  over  it  some  words, 
which  nobody  imderstood;  then  throwing 
some  part  of  it  upon  Amine,  and  the  rest 
upon  the  bitches,  the  latter  became  two 
ladies  of  surprising  beauty,  and  the  scars  that 
were  ui^on  Amine  vanished  away.  After 
which  the  fairy  said  to  the  calijdi,  "Com- 
mander of  the  faithfid,  I  must  now  discover 
to  you  the  unknown  husband  you  iuquire 
after;  he  is  very  near  related  to  yourself, 
for  it  is  prince  Amin,  your  eldest  son,  who 
falling  passionately  in  love  Avith  this  lady,  by 
the  fame  he  had  heard  of  her  beauty,  by  an 
intrigue  got  her  brought  to  his  house,  where 
he  married  her.  As  to  the  strokes  he  caused 
to  be  given  her,  he  is  in  some  measure  ex- 
cusable ;  for  the  lady,  his  sjtouse,  had  been 
a  little  too  easj'',  and  the  excuses  she  had 
made  were  capalde  of  making  him  believe 
she  was  more  faulty  than  really  she  was. 
Tliis  is  all  I  can  say  to  satisfy  your  curio- 
sity ; "  and  at  these  words  she  saluted  the 
caliph,  and  vanished. 

The  prince  beuig  filled  with  admiration, 
and  having  much  satisfaction  in  the  changes 
that  had  happened  through  his  means,  did 
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Buch  things  as  will  peqietuate  his  memory 
to  all  ages.  First,  be  sent  for  liis  son  Amin, 
and  told  hijn  that  he  was  informed  of  his 
secret  marriage,  and  how  he  had  wounded 
Amine  njjon  a  very  slight  cause.  Ujionthis 
the  prince  tlid  not  wait  for  his  father's  com- 
mands, but  received  her  again  immediately. 

After  which  the  caliph  declared  that  he 
would  give  his  own  heart  and  hand  to  Zo- 
beide,  and  offered  the  other  three  sisters  to 
the  calenders,  who  were  sons  of  kings,  who 
accepted  them  for  their  brides  with  much 
joy.  The  calii)h  assigned  each  of  them  a 
magnificent  palace  in  the  city  of  Bagdad, 
promoted  them  to  the  highest  dignities  of  his 
empire,  and  admitted  them  to  his  counsels. 

The  town-clerk  of  Bagdad  being  called, 
with  witnesses,  wrote  the  contracts  of  mar- 
riage ;  and  the  famous  caliph  Haroim  Alras- 
chid,  by  making  the  fortune  of  so  many 
persons  that  had  suffered  such  incredil)le 
calamities,  drew  a  thousand  blessings  upon 
himself. 

THE  STORY  OF  SIXDBAD  THE  SAILOR. 

DiNARZADE  having  awakened  her  sister  the 
sultaness  as  usual,  and  prayed  her  to  tell 
another  story,  Scheherazade  asked  leave  of 
the  sultan,  and  having  obtained  it,  began 
thus : — 

Sir,  in  the  reign  of  the  same  Calijih  Ha- 
roun  Ali-aschid,  whom  I  f ormerl}'^  mentioned, 
there  lived  at  Bagdad  a  poor  porter  called 
Hindbad.  *  One  day,  when  the  Avcather  was 
excessively  hot,  he  was  employed  to  carry  a 
heavy  burden  from  one  end  of  the  town  to 
the  other.  Being  very  weary,  and  having 
still  a  great  way  to  go,  he  came  into  a  street 
where  a  delicate  Avestem  breeze  blew  on  his 
face,  and  the  iiavemeut  of  the  street  being 
sprinkled  with  rose-water,  he  could  not  de- 
sire a  better  place  to  rest  in  ;  therefore,  lay- 
ing off  his  burden,  he  sat  down  Ijy  it,  near 
a  great  house. 

He  was  mightily  pleased  that  he  stopt  in 
this  place,  for  an  agreeable  smell  of  wood  of 
aloes,  and  of  pastils,  that  came  from  the 
house,  mixing  with  the  scent  of  rose-water, 
did  completely  jierfume  and  embalm  the  air  : 
besides  he  heard  from  within  a  concert  of 
several  sorts  of  instrumental  music,  accom- 
panied with  the  harmonious  notes  of  nightin- 
gales, and  other  birds  peculiar  to  that  cUmate. 
This  charming  melody,  and  the  smell  of  se- 
veral sorts  of  victuals,  made  the  porter  think 
there  was  a  feast,  and  great  rejoicings  within. 
His  occasions  leading  him  seldom  that  way, 
lie  knew  not  Avho  dwelt  in  the  house  ;  but 
to  satisfy  his  curiosity,  he  Avent  to  some  of 

*  It  is  remuikaWe  that  the  n.imes  of  "  Sindhad  "  aud 
"Hindbad"  are  ijolh  derived  from  the  old  I'crsian  lan- 
guage. "Bad"  signifies  a  city  ;  "Sind"  and  "  Hind  " 
are  the  teiritories  on  either  side  of  the  Indus.  "  Sind," 
indeed,  is  its  original  name,  but  "Hind"  is  of  tliose 
countries  which  lie  betwixt  it  and  the  (iaoges. — Hole. 


the  servants,  Avhom  he  saw  standing  at  the 
gate  in  magnificent  apparel,  and  asked  the 
name  of  the  master  of  the  house.  "  How ! " 
replied  one  of  them,  "  do  you  live  in  Bagdad, 
and  know  not  that  this  is  the  house  of  Signor 
Sindl>ad  the  sailor,  that  famous  traveller, 
who  has  saUed  round  the  world  ? "  The  por- 
ter, who  had  heard  of  this  Sindbad's  riches, 
coidil  not  but  envy  a  man  whose  condition 
he  thought  to  be  as  happy  as  his  own  was 
deplorable  ;  and  his  mind  being  fretted  Avith 
those  reflections,  he  lifted  iip  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  and  said,  loud  enough  to  be  heard, 
"  Almighty  Creator  of  all  things,  consider 
the  ditierence  between  Sindbad  and  me  :  I 
am  every  day  exposed  to  fatigues  and  calami- 
ties, and  can  scarce  get  coarse  barley -bread 
for  myself  and  my  family,  Avhilst  happy  Sind- 
bad profusely  expends  immense  riches,  and 
leads  a  life  of  continual  pleasure.  What  has 
he  done  to  obtain  from  thee  a  lot  so  agree- 
able ?  And  Avhat  have  I  done  to  der.erve  one 
so  miserable?"'  Having  liuishcd  his  expos- 
tidations,  he  struck  his  foot  against  the 
ground,  like  a  man  SAvallowed  up  of  grief 
and  despair. 

"Whilst  the  porter  Avas  thus  indulging  his 
melaucholj%  a  servant  came  out  of  the  house, 
and  taking  him  by  the  arm,  bid  him  folloAV 
him,  for  Signor  Sindbad,  his  master,  Avauted 
to  speak  Avith  him. — Here  day  beginning  to 
appear,  Scheherazade  broke  off  her  story,  but 
resumed  it  again  next  morning  as  follows  : — ■ 


Tlie  Seventieth  Night. 

Sir,  your  majesty  may  easily  imagine  that 
poor  Hindljad  Avas  not  a  little  surprised  at 
this  compliment;  for,  considering  Avhat  he 
had  said,  he  Avas  afraid  Sindbad  had  sent  for 
him  to  punish  him  :  therefore  he  Avoidd  have 
excused  himself,  alleging  that  he  could  not 
leaA-e  his  burden  in  the  middle  of  the  street. 
But  Sindbad's  servants  assured  him  they 
would  look  to  it,  and  jjressed  the  porter  so, 
that  he  Avas  obliged  to  yield. 

The  servants  brought  him  into  a  great 
hall,  Avhere  abundance  of  ijeojile  sat  round  a 
table  covered  svith  all  sorts  of  fine  dishes. 
At  the  upper  end  there  sat  a  grave,  comely, 
A-enerable  gentleman,  AA'ithalongAvhitebeard, 
aud  behind  him  stood  a  number  of  officers  and 
domestics  all  ready  to  serve  him;  this  grave 
gentleman  Avas  Sindbad.  The  porter,  Avhose 
fear  Avas  increased  at  the  sight  of  so  many 
people,  and  of  a  banquet  so  sumptuous,  sa 
luted  the  company  trembling.  Sindbad  bid 
him  draAV  near,  and  setting  him  down  at  his 
right  hand,  served  him  himself,  and  gave  him 
excellent  Avine,  of  Avhich  there  Avas  a  good 
store  upon  the  sideboard. 

"When  dinner  Avas  over,  Sindbad  began  his 
discourse  to  Hindbad :  and  callin.'^  him  bro- 
ther, according  to  the  maimer  of  the  Ai-a- 


SINDBAD  THE  SAILOR. 


Sr, 


bians  wlicii  tliey  are  familinr  one  with  an- 
otlier,  lie  asked  him  his  name  and  employ- 
ment. "Signer,"  ojiswerod  he,  "my  name 
is  Hindbad."  "  I  am  very  glad  to  see  you," 
replied  Sindbad,  "and  I  dare  say  the  same  for 
all  the  company;  but  I  would  be  glad  to 
hear  from  your  own  mouth  M-hat  it  was  you 
said  awhile  ago  in  tlie  street."  For  Sindbad 
had  heard  it  "himself  through  the  window, 
before  he  sat  down  at  table,  and  that  occa- 
sioned his  calling  for  him. 

Hindbad.  being  surprised  at  the  question, 


hung  down  his  head,  and  replied,  "  Signor, 
I  confess  that  my  weariness  put  me  out  of 
humour,  and  occasioned  me  to  speak  some 
indiscreet  words,  which  T  beg  you  to  par- 
don." "  Oh  !  do  not  think  I  am  so  xmjust," 
replied  Shidbad,  "to  resent  such  a  thing  as 
that ;  I  consider  your  condition,  and  instead 
of  upbraiding  yon  with  your  comjdaints,  I 
commiserate  you  :  l)ut  I  must  rectify  your 
mistake  concerning  myself.  Yon  think,  no 
doubt,  that  I  have  acquired  without  laboui 
and  trouble  the  ease  and  conveniency  which 


I  now  enjoy :  but  do  not  mistake  ;  I  did  not 
attain  to  this  happy  condition  without  en- 
during more  trouble  of  body  and  mind,  for 
several  years,  than  can  well  be  imagined. 
Yes,  gentlemen, "  added  he,  speaking  to  the 
whole  company,  "I  can  assure  you  my  trou- 
bles were  so  extraordinary,  that  they  were 
capable  of  discoui-aging  the  most  covetous 
man  from  undertaking  such  voyages  as  I 
did  to  acquire  riches.  Perhaps  you  have 
never  heard  a  distinct  account  of  my  wonder- 
ful adventures,  and  the  dangers  I  met 
with  in  my  seven  voyages ;  and  since  I  have 
this  opportunity,  I  am  willing  to  give  you  a 
faithful  account  of  them,  not  doubting  but 
it  will  be  accejitable." 

And  because  Sindbad  was  to  tell  this  story 
particularly  upon  the  i)orter's  account,  he 
ordered  his  l^urden  to  Ijc  carried  to  the  place 
appointed,  and  began  thus  : — 


THE   STORY   OF   SIXDBAD   THE   SAI  LOR  : 
HIS   FIRST   VOYAGE, 

My  father  left  me  a  considerable  estate, 
the  best  part  of  which  I  spent  in  debauchery 
during  my  youth ;  but  T  perceived  my  error, 
and  reflected  that  riches  were  perishable, 


and  quicldy  consumed  by  such  ill  managers 
as  myself.  I  farther  considered,  that  by'^my 
irregular  way  of  living  I  wretchedly  misspent 
my  time,  which  is  the  most  valuable  thing 
in  the  world.  I  remembered  the  saying  of 
the  great  Solomon,  which  I  had  frequently 
heard  from  my  father.  That  death  is  more 
tolerable  than  poverty.  Struck  with  these 
reflections,  I  collected  the  remains  of  my 
furniture,  and  sold  all  my  patrimony  Ijy 
public  auction  to  the  highest  bidder.  Then 
I  entered  into  a  contract  with  some  mer- 
chants, who  traded  by  sea :  I  took  the  ad- 
vice of  such  as  I  thought  most  capable  to 
give  it  me ;  and  resolving  to  improve  what 
money  J.  had,  I  went  to  Balsora,*  and  em- 
bai-ked  with  several  merchants  on  board  a 
ship  which  we  jointly  fitted  out. 

We  set  sail,  and  steered  our  course  to- 
w-ards  the  East  Indies,  through  the  Persian 
Gulf,  which  is  formed  by  the  coasts  of  Ara- 
bia Felix  on  the  right,  and  by  those  of  Persia 
on  the  left,  and,  according  to  common  opi- 
nion, is  seventy  leagues  at  the  broadest 
jilace.  The  Eastern  sea,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Indies,  is  very  spacious :  it  is  bounded 
on  one  side  by  the  coasts  of  Abyssinia,  and 
is    4500   leagues  in  length  to  the  isles    of 


A  port  in  the  Persian  gulf. 
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Vakvak.  '•'  At  first  I  was  troubled  wdth  tlie 
sea-sickness,  but  speedily  recovered  my 
health,  and  was  not  afterwards  troubled 
with  that  disease. 

In  our  voyage  we  touched  at  several  is- 
lands, where  we  sold  or  exchanged  our  goods. 
One  day,  whilst  under  sail,  we  were  be- 
calmed near  a  little  island,  even  almost  with 
the  surface  of  the  water,  which  reseml>led  a 
green  meadow.  The  captain  ordered  his 
sails  to  be  furled,  and  permitted  such  jjer- 
sons  as  had  a  mind  to  land  upon  the  island, 
amongst  whom  I  was  one. 

But  while  we  were  diverting  ourselves 
with  eating  and  drinking,  and  recovering 
ourselves  from  the  fatigue  of  the  sea,  the 
island  on  a  sudden  trembled,  and  shook  us 
terribly. 

Here  Scheheranade  stopped,  because  day 
api)eared,  but  resumed  her  discoiu'se  next 
mornmg  as  follows  : — 


The  Seventy-First  Night. 

Sir,  Sindbad  piirsued  his  story  thus : — They 
perceived  the  trembling  of  the  island  on 
board  the  ship,  and  called  \is  to  re-embark 
speedily,  or  we  shoidd  all  be  lost ;  for  v/hat 
we  took  for  an  island  was  only  the  back  of 
a  whale.  The  nimblest  got  into  the  sloop, 
others  betook  themselves  to  swimming ;  but 
for  my  part,  I  was  still  upon  the  back  of  the 
whale  when  he  dived  into  the  sea,  and  had 
time  only  to  catch  hold  of  a  piece  of  wood 
that  we  had  brought  out  of  the  ship  to  make 
a  lire.  Meanwhile,  the  captain,  having  re- 
ceived those  on  boaixl  who  were  in  the  sloop, 
and  taken  wyt  some  of  tliose  that  swam,  re- 
solved to  imx^rove  the  favourable  gale  that 
v.-as  just  risen,  and  hoisting  his  sails,  pur- 
sued his  voyage,  so  that  it  Avas  impossible  to 
recover  the  ship. 

Thus  was  I  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the 
waves,  and  struggled  for  my  life  aU  the  rest 
of  the  day  and  the  following  night.  Next 
morning  I  found  my  strength  gone,  and  de- 
spaired of  saving  my  life,  when  happily  a 
wave  threw  me  against  an  island,  f  The 
bank  was  high  and  rugged,  so  that  I  could 
scarcely  have  got  up,  had  it  not  been  for 
some  roots  of  trees,  which  fortune  seemed 
to  have  preserved  in  this  jilace  for  my 
safety.  Being  got  up,  I  lay  down  upon  the 
ground  half  dead,  until  the  sun  appeared ; 
then,  though  I  was  very  feeble,  both  l)y  rea- 
son of  my  hard  labour  and  waut  of  food,  I 

*  These  islands,  according  to  the  Ara))ians,  are 
beyon<l  Cliina,  and  are  so  called  from  a  tree  which 
l)ears  a  fruit  of  that  name.  They  are,  without  doul)t, 
the  isles  of  Japan ;  which  are  not,  however,  far  from 
Abyssinia. 

f  Sir  Hole.  p.  27,  says  that  this  is  probably  one  of  the 
three  islands  near  Ceylon,  called  Ilhas  dc  Cavalos, 
from  the  wild  horses,  to  which  the  Dutch  annually 
send  mares  to  improve  the  breed. — Wolfs  Account  of 
Ceylon,  but,  p.  206,  he  alters  his  opinion. 


crept  along  to  see  some  herbs  fit  to  cat,  and 
had  not  only  the  good  luck  to  find  some, 
but  likewise  a  spring  of  excellent  water, 
which  contrilmted  much  to  recover  me. 
After  this  I  advanced  farther  into  the  island, 
and  came  at  last  mto  a  fine  plain,  v.'here  I 
perceived  a  horse  feeding  at  a  great  dis- 
tance. I  went  towards  him,  between  hope 
and  fear,  not  knowing  whether  I  was  going 
to  lose  my  life  or  save  it.  When  I  came 
near,  I  perceived  it  to  be  a  very  fine  mare, 
tied  to  a  stake.  Whilst  I  looked  upon  her, 
I  heard  the  voice  of  a  man  from  imder 
ground,  who  immediately  appearetl  to  me, 
and  asked  who  I  was.  I  gave  him  an  account 
of  my  adventure ;  after  which,  taking  me  by 
the  hand,  he  led  me  into  a  cave,  where  there 
were  several  other  people,  no  less  amazed  to 
see  me  than  I  was  to  see  them. 

I  eat  some  victuals  which  they  ofTered 
me,  and  then,  having  asked  them  what  they 
did  in  such  a  desert  place,  tliey  answered 
that  they  were  grooms  belonging  to  king 
Mihrage,  sovereign  of  the  island ;  and  that 
every  year,  at  the  same  season,  they  brought 
thither  the  king's  mares,  and  fastened  them 
as  I  saw  that  mare,  until  they  were  covered 
by  a  horse  tliat  came  out  of  the  sea,  who, 
after  he  had  done  so,  endeavoured  to  destroy 
the  mares;  but  they  hindered  hini  by  their 
noise,  and  obliged  him  to  return  to  the  sea ; 
after  wliich  they  carried  home  tlie  mares, 
whose  foals  were  kejit  for  the  king's  use,  and 
called  sea-horses.  They  added,  that  they 
were  to  get  home  to-morrow,  and  had  I  been 
one  day  later,  I  must  have  perislied,  because 
the  inhabited  part  of  the  island  was  at  a 
great  distance,  and  it  would  I'ave  been  im- 
possible for  me  to  have  got  thither  without 
a  giiide. 

Whilst  they  entertained  mc  thus,  the  horse 
came  out  of  the  sea,  as  they  had  told  me, 
covered  the  mare,  and  afterwards  would 
have  devoured  her ;  but  upon  a  great  noise 
made  by  the  grooms  he  left  her,  and  Avent 
back  to  the  sea. 

Next  morning  they  returned  with  their 
mares  to  the  capital  of  the  island,  took  me 
Avith  them,  and  presented  me  to  king  ]\lih- 
rage.  %  He  asked  me  Avho  I  Avas,  and  by  Avhat 
adventure  I  came  into  his  dominions.  And, 
after  I  had  satisfied  him,  he  told  me  he  Avas 
much  concerned  for  my  misfortune,  and  at 
the  same  time  ordered  that  I  should  Avant 
nothing,  Avhieli  his  officers  were  so  generous 
and  careful  as  to  see  exactly  fulfilled. 

Being  a  merchant,  T  frequented  men  of 
my  OAVu  profession,  and  particularly  mquired 
for  those  who  Avero  strangers,  if  i)erhaps  I 
might  hear  any  ncAvs  from  Bagdad,  or  find 
an  opportunity  to  return  thithei-,  for  king 


%  We  meet  with  Kinp  Mehrage  in  the  accounts  of 
India  and  China  by  two  Mohammedan  travellers  in  the 
nintli  century,  and  the  island  of  Zapage  and  the 
Friendly  Islaiids  answer  to  Borneo.— Hole. 
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Milirage's  cajntal  is  situated  on  the  bank  of 
the  sea,  and  has  a  line  harboiu',  where  ships 
arrive  daily  from  the  different  quarters  of 
the  world,  I  frequented  also  the  society  of 
the  learned  Indians,  and  took  delight  to  hear 
them  tliscourse ;  but  with;d,  I.  took  care  to 
make  my  court  regularly  to  the  king,  and 
conversed  with  the  governors  and  petty 
kings,  his  tributaries,  that  were  about  him. 
They  asked  me  a  thousand  questions  about  my 
country ;  and  I  being  willing  to  inform  my- 
self as  to  theu'  laws  and  customs,  asked  them 
everything  which  I  thought  worth  knowing. 

There  belongs  to  this  king  an  island  named 
Cassel :  they  assured  me  that  every  night  a 
noise  of  drums*  was  heard  there,  whence 
the  mariners  fancied  that  it  was  the  residence 
of  Dcgial.t  I  had  a  great  mind  to  see  this 
wonderful  iilace,  and  in  my  Avay  thither  saw 
fishes  of  100  and  200  cubits  long,!]:  that  oc- 
c;ision  more  fear  than  hurt,  for  they  are  so 
fearfid  that  they  will  liy  iipon  the  i-attliug 
of  two  sticks  or  boards.  I  saw  likewise 
other  fishes  about  a  cubit  in  length,  that  had 
heads  like  owls.§ 

As  I  was  one  day  at  the  port,  after  my 
return,  a  ship  arrived,  and,  as  soon  as  she 
cast  anchor,  they  began  to  mdoad  her,  and 
the  merchants  on  board  ordered  their  goods 
to  be  carried  into  the .  magazine.  As  I  cast 
my  cj'C  upon  some  bales,  and  looked  to  the 
name,  I  found  my  own,  and  perceived  the 
bales  to  be  the  same  that  I  had  embarked  at 
Balsora.  I  also  knew  the  cajitain ;  but  being 
persuaded  that  he  believed 
me  to  be  drowned,  I  Avent 
and  asked  him  whose  bales 
these  were.  He  replied  that 
they  belonged  to  a  merchant 
of  Bagdad,  called  Sindbad, 
who  came  to  sea  with  him  ; 
but  one  day,  being  near  an 
island,  as  we  thought,  he 
w^eut  ashore,  with  several 
other  jjassengers,  ui)on  this 
supposed  island,  Avhich  was 
only  a  monstrous  whale  that 
lay  asleep  upon  the  surface 
of  the  water  :  but  as  soon  as 
he  felt  the  heat  of  the  fire 
they  had  kindled  upon  his 
back  to  dress  some  victuals, 
he  began  to  move,  and  dived 
under  water :  most  of  the 
persons  who  were  upon  him 


*  The  same  in  one  of  the  islands  of  Eolus.  Perhaps 
the  roaring  of  tlie  waves  among  the  rocks. — Hole. 
Jjike  the  cave  in  Britain,  mentioned  by  Clemens  Alex- 
andrinus,  where  the  wind  produced  a  sound  as  of  cymbals. 

t  Uegial,  with  the  Mohammedans,  is  the  same  as  Anti- 
christ with  us.  According  to  them  he  is  to  appear 
about  the  end  of  the  world,  and  will  conquer  all  tho 
earth  except  Mecca,  Medina,  Tarsus,  and  Jerusalem, 
which  are  to  be  preserved  by  angels  which  he  shall  set 
round  them. 

X  The  sea-serpents  on  the  JIalabar  coast.— Hole. 

§  Martini  mentions  fishes  with  birds'  faces  in  the 
China  seas. — UoliE. 


perished,  and  among  them  unfortunate  .Sind- 
bad. Those  bales  belonged  to  him,  and 
I  am  resolved  to  trade  with  them  until  I 
meet  with  some  of  his  family,  to  whom. 
I  may  retiu-n  the  profit.  "  Captain,"  said  I, 
"I  am  that  Sindbad  whom  you  thought  to 
be  dead,  and  those  bales  are  mine." — Here 
.Scheherazade  stopt  till  next  morning,  and 
went  on  as  follows  : — 


The  Seventy-Second  Night. 

Sindbad,  pursuing  the  story,  said  to  the 
comijany,  when  the  caj^tain  heard  me  si^eak 
thus,  "0  heaven!"  said  he,  "whom  can  we 
ever  tnist  now-a-days  ?  There  is  no  faith 
left  among  men.  I  saw  Sindbad  perish  with 
my  own  eyes,  and  the  passengers  on  board 
saw  it  as  well  as  I ;  and  yet  you  tell  me  you 
are  that  Suidbad.  What  impudence  is  this ! 
To  look  on  you  one  would  take  you  to  Ijc  a 
man  of  probity ;  and  yet  yoii  tell  a  horril^le 
falsehood  in  order  to  possess  yourself  of  what 
does  not  belong  to  you."  "  Have  i^atience, 
captain, "  replied  I ;  '  'do  me  the  f avoiir  to  hoar 
what  I  have  to  say."  "  Very  weU,"  said  he, 
"sjieak  ;  I  am  ready  to  hear  you."  Then  I 
told  him  how  I  escajied,  and  by  what  adven- 
ture I  met  with  the  grooms  of  king  Mihrage, 
who  brought  me  to  his  court. 

He  began  to  abate  of  his  confidence  upon 
my  discourse,  and  was  soon  persuaded  that 
I  v.'as  no  cheat ;  for  there  came  people  from 
his  ship  who  knew  me,  paid 
me  great  compliments,  and 
expressed  mitch  joy  to  see 
me  alive.  At  last  he  knew 
me  himself,  and,  embracing 
me,  "Heaven  be  praised," 
said  he,  "for  your  happy 
escape  ;  I  cannot  enough  ex- 
press my  joy  for  it.  There 
are  yoiu-  goods  ;  take  and  do 
with  them  what  you  will." 
I  thanked  him,  acknowledged 
his  i^robity,  and,  in  reqxutal, 
off'ered  him  part  of  my  goods 
as  a  present,  which  he  gene- 
rously refused. 

I  took  oiit  what  was  most 
valuable  in  my  bales,  and 
presented  it  to  king  Mih- 
rage, who,  knowing  my  mis- 
f ortime,  asked  me  how  1  came 
by  such  rarities?  I  acquainted  him  with 
the  whole  story.  He  was  mightily  pleased 
at  my  good  luck,  accepted  my  present, 
and  gave  me  one  much  more  consider- 
able in  rctiu-n.  Upon  tbis  I  took  leave  of 
him,  and  went  aboard  the  same  ship,  after 
I  had  exchanged  my  goods  for  the  commodi- 
ties of  that  countiy.  I  carried  with  me 
wood  of  aloes,  sandal,  camphor,  nutmegs, 
cloves,  pepper,  and  ginger.     We  passed  by 


92 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


several  islands,  and  at  last  an-ived  at  Bal- 
siira,  from  whence  I  came  to  this  city,  with 
the  value  of  100,000  scqnins.*  My  family 
and  I  received  one  another  with  all  the 
transports  of  sincere  friendship.  I  bought 
slaves  of  both  sexes,  fine  lands,  and  bnilt  me 
a  great  house ;  and  thus  I  settled  myself, 
resolving  to  forget  the  miseries  I  had  siiifered, 
and  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  life. 

Sindbad  stopped  here,  and  ordered  the  mu- 
sicians to  go  on  with  their  concerts,  which 
liis  story  had  interrupted.  Tlie  company 
continued  to  eat  and  drink  till  the  evening, 
wlien  it  was  time  to  retire  ;  when  Sindbad 
sent  for  a  purse  of  one  hundred  sequins,  and 
giving  it  to  the  porter,  said,  "Take  this, 
Hindliad  ;  return  to  your  home,  and  come 
back  to-morrow  to  hear  some  more  of  my 
adventures."  The  porter  went  home,  aston- 
ished at  the  honour  done  him,  and  the  pre- 
sent made  him.  The  relation  of  it  was  very 
agreeable  to  his  wife  and  children,  who  did 
not  fail  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  what 
l>rovidence  had  sent  him  by  the  hand  of 
Sindbad. 

Hindbad  put  on  his  best  clothes  next  day, 
and  returned  to  the  bountiful  traveller,  who 
received  him  witli  a  pleasant  air,  and  ca- 
ressed him  heartily.  When  all  the  guests 
were  come,  dinner  was  set  upon  the  table, 
aud  continued  a  long  time.  When  it  was 
ended,  Sindbad,  addressing  himself  to  the 
company,  said,   "Gentlemen,  be  pleased  to 


give  me  audience,  and  listen  to  the  adven- 
tures of  my  second  voyage ;  they  deserve 
your  attention  better  than  the  first."  Upon 
which  every  one  held  his  peace,  and  Sindbad 
went  on  thus  : — 

XnE  SECOND  VOYAGE  OF  SINDBAD  THE  SAILOR. 

I  designed,  after  my  first  voyage,  to  spend 
the  rest  of  ray  days  at  Bagdad,  as  I  had  the 
honour  to  teU  you  yesterday ;  but  it  was 
not  long  ere  I  grew  weary  of  a  quiet  life. 
Isly  inclination  to  trade  revived.  I  bought 
goods  proper  for  the  commerce  I  intended, 
and  put  to  sea  a  second  time,  with  merchants 
of  kno\vn  probity.  We  embarked  on  board 
a  good  ship,  aud,  after  recommending  our- 
selves to  God,  set  sail.  We  traded  from 
island  to  island,  and  exchanged  commodities 
with  great  profit.  One  day  we  landed  on 
an  island  covered  with  several  sorts  of  fruit- 
trees,  but  so  unpeopled  that  we  could  neither 
see  man  nor  beast  ui)on  it.  We  went  to 
take  a  little  fresh  air  in  the  meadows, 
and  along  the  streams  that  watered  them. 
Whilst  some  diverted  themselves  with  ga- 
thering liowers,  and  others  with  gathering 
fruits,  I  took  my  wine  and  provisions,  and 
sat  down  by  a  stream  betwixt  two  great 
trees,  which  formed  a  curious  shape.  I 
made  a  very  good  meal,  and  afterwards  fell 
asleep.  I  cannot  toll  liow  long  I  slept,  but 
when  I  awaked  the  ship  was  gone. — Uorc 


Scheherazade  broke  o(f,  because  day  ap- 
lieared,  but  next  night  continued  the  story 
thus  : — 

The  Seventy-Third  Night. 

I  WAS  very  much  surprised,  said  Sindbad, 
to  find  the  ship  gone.     I  got  up,  and  looked 


•  The  Turkish  sccjuin  is  about  nine  sUillings  sterling. 


iibout  everywJicre,  and  could  not  see  one  of 
the  merchants  who  landed  with  me.  At  last 
I  perceived  the  ship  under  sail,  but  at  such 
a  distance  that  1  lost  sight  of  her  in  a  very- 
little  time. 

I  leave  you  to  guess  at  my  melancholy 
reflections  in  this  sad  condition  ;  I  was  ready 
to  die  with  grief.  I  cried  out  sadly,  beat 
my  heatl  and  l)rcast,  and  threw  myself  down 
upon  the  ground,  where  I  lay  some  time  ii; 
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a  ton-ible  agony,  one  alUictiuL;  tliouglit  being 
succeeded  by  another  still  more  alHicting. 
1  upbraided  myself  a  luin<lred  times  for  not 
being  content  with  the  i)roduce  of  my  first 
voyage,  that  might  well  have  served  me  all 
my  hfe.  But  all  this  was  in  vain,  and  my 
re2)entauce  out  of  season. 

At  last  I  resigned  myself  to  the  will  of 
God  ;  and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  I  climbed 
up  to  the  top  of  a  great  tree,  from  whence 
I  looked  about  on  all  sides  to  see  if  there 
was  anything  that  could  give  me  hopes. 
When  I  looked  towards  the  sea  T  could  see 
nothing  but  sky  and  water  ;  but  looking  to- 
wards the  land  I  saw  something  white,  and 
coming  down  from  the  tree  I  took  up  what 
provision  I  had  left,  and  went  towards  it, 
the  tlistance  being  so  great  that  I  could  not 
distinguish  what  it  was. 

When  I  came  nearer,  I  thought  it  to  be 
a  white  bowl,  of  a  prodigious  height  and 
bigness  ;  and  when  I  came  up  to  it  I  touched 
it,  and  found  it  to  be  very  smooth.  I  went 
roimd  to  see  if  it  was  open  on  any  side,  but 
saw  it  was  not,  and  that  there  was  no  climb- 
ing up  to  the  top  of  it,  it  was  so  smooth. 
It  was  at  least  fifty  paces  roimd. 

By  this  time  the  sun  was  ready  to  set, 
and  all  of  a  siidden  the  sky  became  as  dark 
as  if  it  had  been  covered  with  a  thick  cloud. 
I  was  much  astonished  at  this  sudden  dark- 
ness, but  much  more  when  I  found  it  occa- 
sioned by  a  bu'd  of  a  monstrous  size,  that 
came  flying  toward  me.  I  remembered  a 
fowl,  called  roc,  that  I  had  often  heard 
mariners  speak  of,  and  conceived  that  the 
great  bowl,  which  I  so  much  admired,  must 
needs  be  its  egg.  In  short,  the  bird  alight- 
ed, and  sat  over  the  egg  to  hatch  it.  As  I 
perceived  her  coming,  I  crept  close  to  the 
egg,  so  that  I  had  before  me  one  of  the  legs 
of  the  bird,  which  Avas  as  big  as  the  trunk 
of  a  tree.  I  tied  myself  strongly  to  it  with 
the  cloth  that  went  round  my  turban,  in 
hopes  that  when  the  roc*  flew  away  next 
morning,  she  would  carry  me  with  her  out 
of  this  desert  island.  And  after  having 
passed  the  night  in  this  condition,  the  bird 
actually  flew  away  next  morning,  as  soon  as 
it  was  daj',  and  carried  me  so  high  that  I 
coidd  not  see  the  earth  ;  she  afterwards  de- 
scended all  of  a  sudden,  with  so  much  ra- 
])idity  that  T  lost  my  senses ;  but  when  the 
roc  was  settled,  and  I  found  myself  upon 
the  ground,  I  sjieedily  untied  the  knot,  and 
liad  scarce  done  so  when  the  bird,  having 
taken  up  a  serpent  of  a  monstrous  length  in 
her  bill,  flew  away.-f 

*  JIarco  Paolo,  in  liis  Travels,  and  Father  Alartini, 
in  liis  History  of  China,  speak  of  this  bird  called 
"Ruch,"  and  say  it  will  take  up  an  elephant  and  a 
rhinoceros.  See  also  Vi<rafetta,  in  Ramusio's  Collec- 
tion ol  Voyages,  1360.  The  combat  between  eatrles  and 
elephants  is  to  be  found  in  Pliny,  Solinus,  aud  Diodorufl 
Siculus. — Hole. 


The  j)lace  where  it  left  me  was  a  very 
deej)  valley,  encompassed  on  all  sides  with 
mountains,  so  high  that  they  seemed  to 
reach  above  the  clouds,  and  so  full  of  steep 
rocks  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  getting 
out  of  the  valley.  This  was  a  new  per- 
plexity ;  so  that  when  I  compared  this  place 
with  the  desert  island  from  which  the  roc 
brought  me,  I  found  that  I  had  gained  no- 
thing by  the  change. 

As  I  walked  through  this  valley  I  per- 
ceived it  was  strewed  with  diamonds,  some 
of  which  Avere  of  a  surprising  bigness.  I 
took  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  look  upon 
them  ;  but  sjieedily  I  saw  at  a  distance  such 
objects  as  very  much  diminished  my  satis- 
faction, and  which  T  could  not  look  upon 
without  terror ;  this  was  a  great  niimber  of 
serpents,  so  big  and  so  long,  that  the  least 
of  them  was  capable  of  swallowing  an  ele- 
phant. They  retired  in  the  daytime  to 
their  dens,  where  they  hid  themselves  from 
the  roc,  their  enomy,  aud  did  not  come  out 
but  in  the  night-time. 

I  spent  the  day  in  walking  about  the  val- 
ley, resting  myself  at  times  in  such  ])laces  as 
I  thought  most  commodious.  When  night 
came  on  I  went  into  a  cave,  where  I  thought 
I  might  be  in  safety.  I  stojjped  the  mouth 
of  it,  which  was  low  and  straight,  with  a 
great  stone,  to  jireserve  me  from  the  ser- 
pents, but  not  so  exactly  fitted  as  to  hhider 
light  from  coming  in.  I  su])ped  on  part  of 
my  i^rovisions ;  but  the  serpents,  v/hich  be- 
gan to  apx^ear,  hissing  about  in  the  mean- 
time, put  me  into  such  extreme  fear  that 
you  may  easily  imagine  I  did  not  sleep. 
When  day  appeared  the  serpents  retired, 
and  I  came  out  of  the  cave  trembling.  I 
can  justly  say  that  T  walked  a  long  time 
upon  diamonds,  without  feeling  an  inclina- 
tion to  touch  any  of  them.  At  last  I  sat 
down,  and,  notwithstanding  my  uneasiness, 
not  having  shut  my  eyes  during  the  night,  I 
fell  asleep,  after  having  eaten  a  little  more 
of  my  provision  ;  but  I  had  scarce  shut  my 
eyes  when  something,  that  fell  by  me  with 
great  noise,  awaked  me.  This  was  a  great 
piece  of  fresh  meat ;  and  at  the  same  time  I 
saw  several  others  fall  down  from  the  rocks 
in  dififerent  jilaces. 

I  always  looked  upon  it  to  be  a  fable 
when  I  heard  mariners  and  others  discourse 
of  the  valley  of  diamonds,  and  of  the  strata- 
gems made  use  of  by  merchants,  to  get 
jewels  from  thence;  but  then  I  found  it  to 
be  true.  For  in  reality  those  merchants 
come  to  the  neighbourhood  of  this  valley 
v.-hen  the  eagles  have  young  ones,  and 
throwing  great  joints  of  meat  into  the  valley, 
the  diamonds,  upon  whose  points  they  fall, 
stick  to  them ;  the  eagles,  which  are  stronger 
in  this  country  than  anywhere  else,  pounce 
with  great  force  upon  those  pieces  of  meat, 
and  cany  them  to  their  nests  upon  tlie  top 
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of  the  rocks,  to  feed  their  young  -with ;  at 
which  time  the  merchants,  running  to  their 


nests,  frighten  the  eagles  by  their  noise,  and 
take  away  the  diamonds  that  stick  to  the 


meat.*  And  this  stratagem  they  make  \^s,G. 
of  to  get  the  diamonds  out  of  the  %'alley, 
which  is  suiTOunded  with  such  precipices 
that  nohody  can  enter  it. 

I  believed  till  then  that  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  me  to  get  out  of  this  abyss,  which 
I  looked  upon  as  my  grave  ;  but  then  I 
changed  my  mind,  for  the  falling  iu  of  those 
pieces  of  meat  put  me  in  hopes  of  a  way  of 
saving  my  life. — Here  day  began  to  appear, 
which  obhged  Scheherazade  to  break  off; 
but  she  went  on  with  it  next  night  as  fol- 
lows : — 


The  Seventy-Fourth  Night. 

Sir,  said  she  to  the  sultan,  Sindbad  con- 
tinued the  story  of  the  adventure  of  his 
second  voyage  thus  : — 

I  began  to  gather  together  the  largest  dia- 
monds that  I  could  see,  and  put  them  into 
the  leathern  bag  in  which  I  used  to  caiTy 
my  provisions.  I  afterwards  took  the  largest 
piece  of  meat  I  could  find,  tied  it  close  round 
me  with  the  cloth  of  my  turban,  and  then  laid 
myself  upon  the  ground  with  my  face  do\\-n- 
wai-d,  the  bag  of  diamonds  being  tied  fast  to  my 
girdle,  that  it  could  not  possibly  droj>  off. 

I  had  scarce  laid  me  down  before  the 
eagles  came  ;  each  of  them  seized  a  piece  of 
meat,  and  one  of  the  strongest  ha\'ing  taken 
me  lip,  with  a  piece  of  meat  on  my  back, 
carried  me  to  his  nest  on  the  top  of  the 
moimtain.  The  merchants  fell  straightway 
to  shouting,  to  frighten  the  eagles  ;  and 
when  they  had  obliged  them  to  qiut  their 
jjrey,  one  of  them  came  to  the  nest  where  I 
was.  He  was  very  much  afraid  when  he 
saw  me  ;  but,  recovering  himself,  instead  of 
inqiuring  how  I  came  thither,  he  began  to 
quarrel  with  me,  and  asked  why  I  stole  his 
goods.  "You  wiU  treat  me,"  rcidied  I, 
"with more  ci\dlity  when  you  know  me  bet- 
ter. Do  not  trouble  yoiu'self,  I  have  dia- 
monds enough  for  you  and  myself  too,  more 


*  Epiphanius,  in  a  treatise  on  the  twelve  stones  in 
the  Jewish  high  priest's  breast-plate,  tells  a  like  story 
of  the  jacinths  in  the  deserts  of  Scythia.  Marco  Paolo 
places  it  beyond  Malabar,  in  a  situation  which  would 
suit  Golconda.  See  also  lienjamln  of  Tudela,  who  tra- 
TeUe<l  between  1160  and  1173.— Hole. 


than  all  the  other  merchants  together.  If 
they  have  any  it  is  by  chance  ;  but  I  chose 
myself  in  the  bottom  (if  the  vaUey  all  those 
which  you  see  in  this  bag  : "  and  having 
spoken  these  words  I  shewed  them  to  him. 
1  had  scarce  done  speaking  when  the  other 
merchants  came  trooping  about  us,  much 
astonished  to  see  me ;  but  they  were  much 
more  surprised  when  I  told  them  my  story. 
Yet  they  did  not  so  much  admire  my  strata- 
gem to  save  myself  as  my  courage  to  attempt 
it. 

They  carried  me  to  the  place  where  they 
stayed  all  together,  and  there  having  opened 
my  bag,  they  were  surprised  at  the  largeness 
of  my  diamonds,  and  confessed  that  in  all 
the  courts  where  they  had  been  they  never 
saw  any  that  came  near  them.  I  ppayed 
the  merchant  to  whom  the  nest  belonged 
whither  I  was  carried,  (for  every  merchant 
had  his  own,)  to  take  as  many  for  his  share 
as  he  pleased.  He  contented  himself  with 
one,  and  that,  too,  the  least  of  them;  and 
when  I  pressed  him  to  take  more,  without 
fear  of  doing  me  any  injury,  "No,"  said  he, 
"  I  am  very  well  satislied  with  this,  which 
is  valuable  enough  to  save  me  the  trouble  of 
making  any  more  voyages,  to  raise  as  great 
a  fortune  as  I  desire." 

I  spent  the  night  with  those  merchants, 
to  whom  I  told  my  story  a  second  time,  for 
the  satisfaction  of  those  who  had  not  heard 
it.  I  could  not  moderate  my  joy  when  I 
found  myself  delivered  from  the  danger  I 
have  mentioned :  I  thought  myseK  to  be  in 
a  dream,  and  coidd  scarce  believe  myself  to 
be  out  of  danger. 

The  merchants  had  thrown  their  pieces  of 
meat  into  the  valley  for  several  days :  and 
each  of  them  being  satisfied  with  the  dia- 
monds that  had  fallen  to  his  lot,  we  left  the 
place  next  morning  all  together,  and  travel- 
led near  high  mountains,  where  there  were 
serpents  of  a  prodigious  length,  which  we 
had  the  good  fortune  to  escape.  We  took 
the  first  port  we  came  at,  and  came  to  the 
isle  of  Roha,  where  the  trees  grow  that 
yield  camphor.  This  tree  is  so  large,  and 
its  branches  so  thick,  that  a  hundred  men 
may  easily  sit  under  its  shade.  The  juice, 
of  which  the  camphor  is  made,   runs  out 
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fi-diu  a  hole  horod  iu  the  upper  jiart  of  the 
tree,  is  received  in  a  vessel,  where  it  gi-ows 
to  a  consistency,  and  becomes  what  we  call 
camphor;  and  the  juice  thus  drawn  out,  the 
tree  withers  and  dies. 

There  is  in  this  island  the  rhinoceros,  a 
creature  less  than  the  elephant,  but  greater 
than  the  buffalo  ;  they  have  a  horn  upon 
their  nose,  about  a  cubit  long ;  this  horn  is 
solid,  and  cleft  in  the  middle  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  and  there  is  u])on  it  white  lines, 
representing  the  figui-e  of  a  man.  The  rhin- 
oceros fights  with  the  elephant,  runs  his 
horn  into  his  belly,  and  carries  him  off  upon 
his  head ;  but  the  blood  and  the  fat  of  the 
elephant  running  into  his  eyes,  and  making 
him  blind,  he  falls  to  the  groimd  ;  and  then, 
strange  to  relate,  the  roc  comes  and  carries 
tliem  both  away  iu  her  claws,  to  be  food  for 
her  young  ones. 

I  pass  over  many  other  things  peculiar  to 


this  island,  lest  I  should  be  troublesome  to 
yoii.  Here  I  exchanged  some  of  my  dia- 
monds for  good  merchandise.  From  thence 
we  went  to  other  isles ;  and  at  last,  having 
touched  at  several  trading  towns  of  the  main 
land,  we  landed  at  Balsora,  from  whence  I 
went  to  Bagdad.  There  I  immediately  gave 
great  alms  to  the  poor,  and  lived  honourably 
upon  the  vast  riches  I  had  brought  and 
gained  with  so  much  fatigue.  Thus  Sind- 
l^ad  ended  the  story  of  the  second  voyage, 
gave  Hindbad  another  hundred  sequins,  and 
invited  him  to  come  next  day  to  hear  the 
story  of  the  third.  The  rest  of  the  guests 
retiu-ned  to  their  houses,  and  came  again  the 
next  day  at  the  same  hour ;  and  one  may  be 
sure  the  porter  did  not  fail,  having  by  this 
time  almost  forgot  his  former  povertjr. 
When  dinner  was  over,  Sindbad  demanded 
attention,  and  gave  them  an  account  of  his 
third  voyage,  as  follows  : — 


SINDBAD  THE  SAILOR's  THIRD  VOYAGE. 

The  pleasm-es  of  the  life  which  I  then  led 
soon  made  me  forget  the  risks  I  had  run  in 
my  two  former  voyages  ;  but  being  then  in 
the  flower  of  my  age,  I  grew  weary  of  li\ang 
without  business;  and  hardening  myself 
against  the  thought  of  any  danger  I  might 
incur,  I  went  from  Bagdad,  with  the  richest 
commodities  of  the  country,  to  Balsora : 
tliere  I  embarked  again  with  the  merchants. 
We  made  a  long  voyage,  and  touched  at 
several  ports,  where  we  drove  a  considerable 
trade.  One  day,  being  out  in  the  main 
ocean,  we  were  attacked  by  a  horrible  tem- 
pest, which  matle  us  lose  our  course.  The 
tempest  continued  several  days,  and  brought 
us  before  the  port  of  an  island,  where  the 
captain  was  very  unwilling  to  enter;  but  we 
were  obliged  to  cast  anchor  there.     When 


we  had  furled  our  sails,  the  captain  told  us 
that  this  and  some  other  neighbouring  is- 
lands *  were  inhabited  by  hairy  savages,  who 
woidd  speedily  attack  us ;  and  though  they 
were  but  dwarfs,  yet  our  misfortune  was 
such  that  we  must  make  no  resistance,  for 
they  were  more  in  number  than  the  locusts; 
and  if  we  happened  to  kill  one  of  thein, 
they  woidd  all  fall  ujion  us  and  destroy  us. 
— Here  day  beginning  to  a2)pear,  Scheher- 
azade broke  off  her  story,  and  continued  it 
next  night,  as  follows  : — 


The  Seventy-Fifth  Night. 

This  discourse  of  the  captain,  said  Sindbad, 

*  Ptolemy  places  the  island  of  Satyrs,  inhabiteil  by 
cannibals,  to  the  eastward  of  the  island  of  Sunda  — 
Hole, 
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put  the  wliole  comjiany  into  a  great  conster- 
nation; and  we  found  very  soon,  to  our  cost, 
that  -ttdiat  he  had  told  us  was  but  too  true  : 
an  innumeraljle  midtitude  of  frightful  sa- 
vages, covei-ed  all  over  with  red  hair,  and 
ahout  two  feet  high,*  came  swimming  to- 
wards us,  and  encompassed  our  sliip  in  a 
little  time.  They  spoke  to  us  as  they  came 
near,  but  we  understood  not  their  language ; 
they  climbed  up  the  sides  of  the  ship  witli 
so  much  agility  as  surprised  us.  We  beheld 
all  this  with  mortal  fear,  without  daring  to 
offer  to  defend  ourselves,  or  to  speak  one 
word  to  divert  them  from  their  mischievous 
design.  In  short,  they  took  down  our  sails, 
cut  the  cable,  and  hauled  to  the  shore,  made 
us  all  get  out,  and  afterwards  carried  the 
ship  into  another  island,  from  whence  they 
came.  All  travellers  carefully  avoided  that 
island  where  they  left  us,  it  being  very  dan- 
gerous to  stay  there,  for  a  reason  you  shall 
hear  anon;  but  we  were  forced  to  bear  our 
aflliction  with  patience. 

We  went  forward  into  the  island,  where 
we  found  some  fruits  and  herbs  to  prolong 
our  lives  as  long  as  w-e  cordd;  but  we  ex- 
pected nothing  but  death.  As  we  went  on, 
we  perceived  at  a  distsnice  a  great  jnle  of 
building,  and  made  towards  ft.  We  found 
it  to  be  a  palace,  well  built,  and  very  lofty, 
with  a  gate  of  ebony  of  two  leaves,  which 
we  thrust  open.  We  entered  the  court, 
where  we  saw  befoi-e  us  a  vast  apartment, 
with  a  porch,  having  on  one  side  a  heaji  of 
men's  bones,  and  on  the  other  a  vast  num- 
ber of  roasting  sjiits.  We  trembled  at  this 
spectacle,  and  being  weary  with  travelling, 
our  legs  failing  under  us,  we  fell  to  the 
gi-ound,  being  seized  with  deadly  fear,  and 
lay  a  long  time  motionless. 

The  sun  was  set,  and  whilst  we  were  in 
the  lamentable  condition  just  mentioned, 
the  gate  of  the  apartment  opened  with  a 
great  noise,  and  there  came  out  the  horrible 
figure  of  a  black  man,  as  high  as  a  tall  palm- 
tree.  He  had  but  one  eye,  and  that  in  the 
middle  of  his  forehead,  where  it  looked  as 
red  as  a  burning  coal.  His  fore-teeth  were 
very  long  and  sharp,  and  stood  out  of  his 
mouth,  which  was  as  deej)  as  that  of  a  horse ; 
his  ui^i^er  lip  hung  down  upon  his  breast ; 
his  ears  resembled  those  of  an  elephant,+ 
and  covered  his  shoulders ;  and  his  nails 
were  as  long  and  crooked  as  the  talons  of 
the  greatest  birds.  At  the  sight  of  so  fright- 
ful a  giant  we  lost  all  sense,  and  lay  like 
men  dead.J 

At  last  we  came  to  ourselves,  and  saw 

*  These  are  described  by  William  de  Rubruquis, 
1253,  and  are  supposed  to  be  apes.— Hole. 

t  The  loug-eared  people,  mentioned  bv  Strabo  and 
Plin)',  vii.  2;  and  Marsden's  "IILstory  of 'Sumatra,"  p. 
47.— Hole. 

t  Without  poins  back  to  the  Cyclops  in  the  ninth 
book  of  the  "  Odyssey,"  Sir  John  Jlandeville  will  furnish 
such  one-eyed  giants  iu  ouo  of  the  Indian  islands. — 
Hole. 


him  sitting  in  the  jiorch,  looking  at  us. 
When  he  had  considered  us  well,  he  ad- 
vanced towards  us,  and  laying  his  hand  upon 
me,  he  took  me  up  by  the  nape  of  my  neck, 
and  turned  me  round  as  a  butcher  would  do 
a  sheeji's  head.  After  having  viewed  me 
well,  and  perceiving  me  to  be  so  lean  that  I 
had  nothing  but  skin  and  bone,  he  let  me 
go.  He  took  up  all  the  rest,  one  by  one, 
viewed  them  in  the  same  manner,  and  the 
cajitain  being  the  fattest,  he  held  him  with 
one  hand,  as  I  would  do  a  sparrow,  and 
thrusting  a  spit  through  him,  kindled  a  great 
fire,  roasted,  and  eat  him  in  his  apartment 
for  his  supper;  which  being  done,  he  re- 
turned to  his  porch,  where  he  lay  and  fell 
asleep,  snoring  louder  than  thunder.  He 
slept  thus  till  morning.  For  our  parts,  it 
was  not  i^ossiljle  for  us  to  enjoy  any  rest ; 
so  that  we  passed  the  night  in  the  most  cruel 
fear  that  can  be  imagined.  Day  being  come, 
the  giant  awaked,  got  up,  went  out,  and 
left  lis  in  the  palace. 

When  we  thought  him  at  a  distance,  we 
broke  the  melancholy  silence  we  had  kept 
all  night,  and  every  one  grieving  more  than 
another,  we  made  the  palace  resound  with 
our  complaints  and  groans.  Though  there 
were  a  gi-eat  many  of  us,  and  we  had  but 
one  enemy,  we  had  not  at  fu'st  the  presence 
of  mind  to  think  of  delivering  ourselves  from 
him  by  his  death.  This  enterjirise,  however, 
though  hard  to  put  in  execution,  was  the 
only  design  we  ougbt  naturally  to  have 
formed. 

We  thought  of  several  other  things,  but 
determined  nothing;  so  that  submitting  to 
what  it  should  jjlease  God  to  order  concern- 
ing us,  we  sjient  the  day  in  running  about 
the  island  for  fruit  and  herbs  to  sustain  our 
lives.  When  evening  came,  we  sought  for 
a  place  to  lie  in,  but  found  none  ;  so  that  we 
were  forced,  whether  we  would  or  not,  to 
return  to  the  palace. 

The  giant  faded  not  to  come  back,  and 
supped  once  more  ui^on  one  of  our  compan- 
ions ;  after  which  he  slept  and  snored  till  day, 
and  then  went  out  and  left  us  as  former- 
ly. Our  condition  was  so  very  terrible,  that 
several  of  my  comrades  designed  to  throw 
themselves  into  the  sea,  rather  than  die  so 
strange  a  duath ;  and  those  who  were  of 
this  mind  argued  -with  the  rest  to  follow 
their  example  :  upon  which  one  of  the 
company  answered,  that  we  were  forbidden 
to  destroy  ourselves ;  but  allowing  it  to  be 
lawful,  it  was  more  reasonable  to  think  of  a 
way  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  barbarous  tyrant 
who  designed  so  cruel  a  death  for  us. 

Having  thought  of  a  project  for  that  end,- 
I  communicated  the  same  to  my  comrades, 
who  approved  of  it.  "Brethren,"  said  I, 
"  you  know  there  is  a  great  deal  of  timber 
floatiug  upon  the  coa.st :  if  you  will  be  ad- 
vised by  me,  let  us  make  sevei-al  floats  of  it 
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tliat  may  carry  us  ;  and  wliru  tlicy  are  done, 
leave  them  there  till  we  think  lit  to  make 
use  of  them.  In  the  meantime  avc  will  exe- 
cute the  desii:;n  to  deliver  ourselves  from  the 
giant;  and  if  it  succeed,  we  may  stay  here 
with  patience  till  some  ship  jiass  by  that 
may  carry  us  out  of  this  fatal  island  ;  hut  if 
it  hajipen  to  miscarry,  we  Avill  speedily  get 
to  oiu-  floats,  and  put  to  sea.  I  confess  that 
by  exposing  ourselves  to  the  fury  of  the 
waves,  we  run  a  risk  of  losing  our  lives ; 
but  if  we  do,  is  it  not  better  to  be  buried  in 
the  sea  than  in  the  entrails  of  this  monster, 
who  has  already  devoured  two  of  us?"  My 
advice  was  relished,  and  we  made  floats  cap- 
able of  carrying  three  persons  each. 

We  returned  to  the  palace  towards  the 
evening,  and  the  giant  arrived  a  little  while 
after.  We  were  forced  to  conclude  on  see- 
ing another  of  our  comrades  roasted.  But 
at  hist  we  revenged  ourselves  on  the  brutish 
giant  thus  :  after  he  had  made  an  end  of 
his  cursed  supper,  he  lay  down  on  his  back 
and  feU  asleep.  As  soon  as  we  heard  him 
snore,*  according  to  his  custom,  nine  of  the 
boldest  among  us,  and  myself,  took  each  of 
us  a  spit,  and  putting  the  points  of  them  into 
the  lire  till  they  were  buriiing  hot,  Ave  thrust 
them  into  his  eye  all  at  once,  and  blinded 
him.  The  pain  occasioned  him  to  make  a 
frightful  cry,  and  to  get  up  and  stretch  out 
his  hands,  in  order  to  saeritice  some  of  us  to 
his  rage  ;  but  we  ran  to  such  places  as  he 
could  not  find  us;  and  after  having  sought 
for  us  in  vain,  he  groped  for  the  gate,  and 
went  out,  howling  dreadfully. — Schehera- 
zade stopped  here,  but  next  night  resumed 
her  story  thus  : — 


The  Seventy-Sixth  Night. 

We  went  out  of  the  palace  after  the  giant, 
continued  Siudbad,  and  came  to  the  shore, 
where  we  had  left  our  floats,  and  put  them 
immediately  into  the  sea.  We  waited  tiU 
day,  in  order  to  get  upon  them,  in  case  the 
giant  came  towards  us  with  any  guide  of  his 
own  species ;  but  we  hoped,  if  he  did  not 
appear  by  sun-rising,  and  give  over  his  ho^^i- 
ing,  which  we  still  heard,  that  he  would 
die  ;  and  if  that  happened  to  be  the  case, 
we  resolved  to  stay  in  that  island,  and  not 
to  risk  our  lives  upon  the  floats  :  but  day 
had  scarce  appeared,  when  we  perceived  our 
cruel  enemy,  accomi)anied  with  two  others 
almost  of  the  same  size,  leading  him,  and  a 
great  number  more  coming  before  him  with 
a  very  qmek  pace. 

When  we  saw  this,  we  made  no  delay, 
but  got  immediately  upon  our  floats,  and 
rowed  ofi:"  from  the  shore.     The  giants,  who 


■^  It  would  seem  the  Arabian  author  has  taken  this 
story  from  Homer's  "  Odyssey." 


perceived  this,  took  up  great  stones,  and 
running  to  the  shore,  entered  the  water  up 
to  the  middle,  and  threw  so  exactly,  that 
they  sunk  all  the  floats  l)ut  that  I  was  upon  ; 
antl  all  my  companions,  except  the  two  with 
nie,  were  di'owned.  We  rowed  with  all  our 
might  and  got  out  of  the  reach  of  the  giants ; 
but  A\hcn  we  got  out  to  sea,  we  were  ex- 
posed to  the  mercy  of  the  waves  and  winds, 
and  tossed  al)out,  sometimes  on  one  side,  and 
sometimes  on  aiiothei-,  and  spent  that  night 
and  the  following  day  under  a  ei-uel  tuicer- 
tainty  as  to  our  fate  ;  but  next  morning  we 
had  the  good  luck  to  be  thrown  upon  an 
island,  where  we  landed  Avith  much  joy. 
We  found  excellent  fruit  there,  that  gave 
us  great  relief,  so  that  we  pretty  well  reco- 
vered our  strength. 

In  the  evening  we  feU  asleep  on  the  bank 
of  the  sea,  but  were  aAvaked  by  the  noise 
of  a  serpent  as  long  as  a  palm-tree,  whose 
scales  made  a  rustling  as  he  crept  along. 
He  swallowed  up  one  of  my  comrades,  not- 
withstanding his  loud  cries  and  the  efl'orts 
he  made  to  rid  himself  of  the  serpent; 
which,  shaking  him  several  times  against 
the  ground,  crushed  him ;  and  we  coidd  hear 
him  gnaAV  and  tear  the  poor  wretch's  bones 
when  we  had  fled  a  great  distance  from  him. 
Next  day  Ave  saw  the  serpent  again,  to  our 
great  terror;  when  I  cried  out,  "  0  Heaven, 
to  Avhat  dangers  are  Ave  exposed!  We  re- 
joiced yesterday  at  our  having  escaped  from 
the  cruelty  of  a  giant  and  the  rage  of  the 
Avaves,  and  now  are  Ave  fallen  into  another 
danger  altogether  as  terrible." 

As  Ave  Avalked  about  we  saw  a  large  tall 
tree,  iipon  Avhich  Ave  designed  to  pass  the 
foUoAving  night  for  our  security;  and  hav- 
ing satisfied  our  himger,  Ave  mounted  it  ac- 
cordingly. A  little  Avhile  after  the  serpent 
came  hissing  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  raised 
itself  up  against  the  trunk  of  it,  and  meet- 
ing Avith  my  comrade,  Avho  sat  lower  than  I, 
SAvallowed  him  at  once,  and  Avent  off. 

I  stayed  upon  the  tree  tdl  it  AAas day,  and 
then  came  down,  more  like  a  dead  man  than 
one  alive,  expecting  the  same  fate  Avith  my 
tAVO  companions.  This  filled  me  Avith  hor- 
ror, so  that  I  Avas  going  to  throw  myself  into 
the  sea;  but  nature  jirom^rting  us  to  a  de- 
sire to  liA-e  as  long  as  we  can,  I  Avithstood 
this  temptation  to  despair,  and  submitted 
myself  to  the  wdl  of  God,  who  disposes  cf 
our  lives  at  his  pleasure. 

In  the  meantime  1  gathered  together  a 
great  quantity  of  small  Avood,  brambles,  and 
dry  thorns,  and  making  them  ui)  into  fag- 
gots, made  a  great  circle  with  them  round 
the  tree,  and  also  tied  some  of  them  to  the 
branches  OA^er  my  head.  Ha\-ing  done  thus, 
when  the  evening  came  I  shut  myself  up 
within  this  circle,  Avith  this  melancholy  i)iece 
of  satisfaction,  that  I  had  neglected  nothing 
which   could   preserve   me  from   the  cruel 
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destiny  ivith  wliicli  I  was  tlireatened.  The 
serpent  failed  not  to  come  at  tlie  iisiial  horn-, 
and  went  round  tlie  tree,  seeking  for  au  oji- 
portunity  to  devour  me,  but  was  prevented 
by  the  rampart  T  bad  made;  so  tliat  be  lay 
till  day,  like  a  cat  watcbing  in  vain  for  a 
mouse  that  bas  retired  to  a  place  of  safety. 
Wben  day  apjicared  be  retired ;  but  I  dared 
not  to  leave  my  fort  until  tbe  sun  arose. 

I  was  fatigued  witb  tbe  toil  be  bad  put 
me  to,  and  suifered  so  mucb  by  bis  poison- 
ous breatb,  tbat,  deatb  seeming  more  eligible 
to  me  tban  tbe  borror  of  such  a  condition,  I 
came  down  from  tbe  tree,  and,  not  tliinking 
on  tbe  resignation  I  bad  made  to  tbe  will  of 
God  tbe  preceding  day,  T  ran  towards  tbe 
sea,  witb  a  design  to  tbrow  myself  into  it 
headlong.  ■ —  Here  Scbeberazade  stopped  be- 
cause day  appeared,  and  next  night  conti- 
nued her  story  thus  : — • 


The  Seventy-Seventh  Night. 

SiNDBAD  pursued  tbe  account  of  bis  third 
voyage  thiis  : — God,  said  be,  took  com- 
passion on  my  desperate  state ;  for  just  as 
I  was  going  to  tbrow  myself  into  tbe  sea,  I 
perceived  a  ship  at  a  considerable  distance. 
I  called  as  loud  as  I  could,  and  taking  the 
linen  from  my  turban,  displayed  it,  tbat 
they  might  observe  me.  This  bad  the  de- 
sired effect ;  all  the  crew  perceived  me,  and 
the  captain  sent  his  boat  for  me.  As  soon 
as  I  came  aboard,  the  merchants  and  sea- 
men iiocked  about  me  to  know  how  I  came  to 
that  desert  island;  and  after  I  had  told  them 
of  all  that  befell  me,  the  oldest  of  them  said 
to  me,  they  bad  several  times  beard  of  tbe 
giants  that  dwelt  in  that  island,  tbat  they 
were  cannibals,  and  eat  men  raw  as  well  as 
roasted ;  and  as  to  the  serpents,  they  added 
tbat  there  were  abundance  in  the  isle,  that 
bid  themselves  by  day,  and  came  abroad  Ijy 
night.  After  having  testified  their  joy  at 
my  escaping  so  many  dangers,  they  brought 
me  the  l)est  of  what  they  had  to  eat ;  and 
the  captain,  seeing  tbat  I  was  all  in  rags, 
was  so  generous  as  to  give  me  one  of  bis 
own  suits.  We  were  at  sea  for  some  time, 
touched  at  several  islands,  and  at  last  landed 
on  that  of  Salabat,*  where  there  gi-ows  San- 
ders, a  wood  of  great  use  in  jibysic.  We 
entered  the  port,  and  came  to  au  anchor. 
Tbe  merchants  began  to  unload  their  goods, 
in  order  to  sell  or  exchange  them.  In  tbe 
meantime  tbe  captain  came  to  me,  and  said, 
' '  Brother,  I  have  here  a  parcel  of  goods  that 
belonged  to  a  merchant  who  sailed  some 
time  on  board  this  ship  ;  and  be  being  dead, 
I  design  to  dispose  of  them  for  tbe  benefit  of 


*  Possibly  Timor,  wliich  Linschoten  cc-le))ratcs  fir  its 
woods  and  wildernesses  of  sanders.  I'urclias'  PiJgrims, 
)i.  p.  1V81— UoLB. 


bis  heirs,  wben  I  know  them."  The  bales 
be  spoke  of  lay  on  the  deck,  and,  shewing 
them  to  me,  be  said,  " There  are  the  goods; 
I  hope  you  wUl  take  care  to  seU  them,  and 
you  shall  have  factorage."  I  thanked  bini 
that  he  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  employ 
myself,  because  I  hated  to  be  idle. 

The  clerk  of  the  ship  took  an  account  of 
all  tbe  bales,  witb  the  names  of  the  mer- 
chants to  Avhoni  they  belonged  ;  and  when  b-i 
asked  the  captain  in  whose  name  he  should 
enter  those  he  gave  bim  the  charge  of, 
"Enter  them,"  said  the  captain,  "in  the 
name  of  Sindbad  the  sailor."  I  could  not  hear 
myself  named  without  some  emotion ;  and 
looking  steadfastly  on  the  captain,  I  knew 
bim  to  be  the  person  who,  in  my  second 
voyage,  bad  left  me  in  the  island  where  I 
fell  asleep  by  a  brook,  and  set  sail  without 
me,  or  sending  to  see  for  me:  but  T  could 
not  remem))er  bim  at  first,  he  was  so  mucb 
altered  since  I  saw  bim. 

And  as  for  him,  who  believed  me  to  be 
dead,  I  could  not  wonder  at  bis  not  knowing 
me.  "But,  eai)tain, "  said  I,  "was  the  mer- 
chant's name,  to  whom  those  bales  belonged, 
Sindbad?"  "Yes,"  replied  be,  "that  was  bis 
name ;  he  came  from  Bagdad,  and  embarked 
on  board  my  ship  at  Balsora.  One  day,  when 
we  landed  at  an  island  to  take  in  water  and 
other  refreshments,  I  know  not  by  what 
mistake,  I  set  sail  without  observing  tbat 
he  did  not  re-embark  witb  us;  neither  I  nor 
the  merchants  perceived  it  till  four  hourir 
after.  We  bad  the  wind  in  our  stern,  and 
so  fresh  a  gale,  tbat  it  was  not  then  possible 
for  us  to  tack  about  for  him. "  "  You  believed 
him  then  to  be  dead  ?  "  said  I.  "  Certainl}'," 
answered  he.  "No,  captain,"  said  I;  "look 
upon  me,  and  you  may  know  that  I  am 
Sindbad,  whom  you  left  on  that  desert  island. 
I  fell  asleep  by  a  brook,  and  when  I  awaked, 
I  found  all  the  company  gone."  At  these 
M'ords  the  cajjtain  looked  steadfastly  upon 
me.  —  Hei-e  Scheherazade  perceiving  day, 
broke  oft"  her  story,  and  next  day  resumeil 
it  thus : — 


The  Seventy-Eighth  Night. 

The  captain,  continued  Siudbad,  having  con- 
sidered me  attentively,  knew  me  at  last, 
embraced  me,  and  said,  "God  be  praised  that 
fortiine  has  sui^plied  my  defect.  There  are 
your  goods,  which  I  alwaj'^s  took  care  to 
preserve,  and  to  make  the  best  of  them 
at  every  port  where  I  touched.  I  restore 
them  to  you,  with  the  profit  I  have  made  of 
them."  I  took  them  from  him,  and  at  the 
same  time  acknowledged  how  mucb  I  owed 
to  him. 

From  the  isle  of  Salabat  we  went  to  an- 
other, where  I  furnished  myself  with  cloves, 
cinnamon,  and  other  spices.     As  we  sailed 
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from  that  island  we  saw  a  tortoise  that  was 
twenty  cubits  in  length  and  breadth.*  We 
observed  alsf)  a  tish  which  looked  like  a  cow, 
and  gave  niilk,t  and  its  skin  is  so  liai'd  that 
they  usually  make  bucklers  of  it.  I  saw 
another  which  had  the  shape  and  colour  of 
a  camel.  %  In  short,  after  a  long  voyage,  I 
arrived  at  Balsora,  and  from  thence  returned 
to  this  city  of  Bagdad,  with  so  much  riches 
that  I  knew  not  what  I  had.  I  gave  a  great 
deal  to  the  ]"ioor,  and  bought  another  great 
estate  in  addition  to  what  I  had  already. 

Thus  Sindbad  linished  the  history  of  his 
third  voyage,  gave  another  hundred  sequins 
to  Hiudljad,  and  invited  him  to  dinner  again 
ntxt  day,  to  hear  the  story  of  his  fourth 
■\-oyage.  Hiudbad  and  the  company  retired ; 
and  next  day,  when  they  returned,  Sindbad 
after  diimer  continued  the  story  of  his  ad- 
ventures. 

TUB   FOURTH   VOYAGE   OF   SINDBAD   THE 
SAILOB. 

The  pleasure,  said  he,  and  the  divertise- 
mcnts  I  took  after  my  third  voyage,  had  not 
charms  enough  to  divert  me  from  another. 
I  Avas  again  prevailed  upon  by  my  passion 
for  traffic,  and  curiosity  to  see  new  things. 
I  therefore  settled  my  affairs,  and  having 
provided  a  stock  of  goods  fit  for  the  places 
where  I  designed  to  trade,  I  set  out  on  my 
journey.  I  took  the  way  of  Persia,  of  which 
I  travelled  over  several  provinces,  and  then 
arrived  at  a  port,  where  I  embarked.  We 
set  sail,  and  having  touched  at  several  ports 
of  the  main  land,  and  some  of  the  eastern 
islands,  we  put  out  to  sea,  and  were  over- 
taken by  such  a  sudden  gust  of  wind  as 
obliged  the  captain  to  furl  his  sails,  and  to 
take  all  other  necessary  precautions  to  pre- 
vent the  danger  that  threatened  us  :  but  all 
was  in  vain ;  our  endeavours  had  no  effect : 
the  sails  were  torn  in  a  thousand  pieces,  and 
the  ship  was  stranded ;  so  that  a  great  many 
of  the  merchants  and  seamen  were  drowned, 
and  the  cai'go  lost. 

.Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  held  her 
peace;  but  resumed  her  story  next  night, 
as  follows : — 


The  Seventy-Ninth  Night. 

I  mu)  the  good  fortune,  continued  Sind- 
bad, with  several  of  the  merchants  and 
mariners,  to  get  a  plank,  and  -we  were  car- 
ried by  the  current  to  an  island  which  lay 
before  us  :  there  we  found  fruit  and  spring 


*  EUian,  Hist.  An.  xvi.  16,  describes  tortoises  fif- 
teen cul)its  lonsr,  tlie  shells  big  enough  to  cover  a  Iiouso  ; 
and  Mamleville  says  three  men  might  liidc  under 
them,  in  tlic  island  of  CaloQah,  not  far  from  Java. — 
Hole. 

t  The  hippopotamus.  \  The  maaatre. 


water,  which  jireserved  our  lives.  We  stayed 
all  night  near  the  place  where  the  sea  cast 
us  ashore,  without  consulting  what  we  should 
do,  oiu-  misfortune  had  dispiiited  us  so  much. 

Next  morning,  as  soon  as  the  sun  was  up, 
we  walked  from  the  shore,  and  advancing 
into  the  island,  saw  some  houses,  to  which 
we  went ;  and  as  soon  as  we  came  thither 
we  were  encompassed  by  a  great  number  of 
blacks,  who  seized  us,  shared  us  among 
them,  and  carried  iis  to  their  respective 
habitations.* 

I,  and  five  of  my  comrades,  were  carried 
to  one  place;  they  made  us  sit  down  imme- 
diately, and  gave  us  a  certain  herb,  which 
they  made  signs  to  us  to  eat.  My  com- 
rades, not  taking  notice  that  the  blacks  eat 
none  themselves,  considted  only  the  satisfy- 
ing of  their  own  hungei-,  and  fell  to  eating 
with  greediness;  but  I,  suspecting  some 
trick,  would  not  so  much  as  taste  it,  which 
happened  well  for  me ;  for  in  a  little  time 
after  I  perceived  my  companions  had  lost 
their  senses,  and  that  when  they  spoke  to 
me  they  knew  not  what  they  said. 

The  blacks  fed  us  afterwards  with  rice, 
prepared  with  oil  of  cocoa-nuts  ;  and  my 
comrades,  who  had  lost  their  reason,  eat  of 
it  greedily.  I  eat  of  it  also,  but  very  spar- 
ingly. The  blacks  gave  us  that  herb  at  first 
on  purpose  to  deprive  us  of  our  senses,  f 
that  we  might  not  be  aware  of  the  sad 
destiny  prepared  for  us;  and  they  gave  us 
rice  on  pjurpose  to  fatten  us  ;  for,  Ijeing  can- 
nibals, their  design  Avas  to  eat  xis  as  soon  as 
we  grew  fat.  They  did  accordingly  eat  my 
comrades,  who  were  not  sensible  of  their 
condition  ;  but  my  senses  being  entire,  you 
may  easily  gviess,  gentlemen,  that  instead  of 
growing  fat,  as  the  rest  did,  I  grew  leaner 
every  day.  The  fear  of  death  under  which 
I  laboured,  turned  all  my  food  into  poison. 
I  fell  into  a  languishing  distemper,  which 
proved  my  safety ;  for  the  blacks,  having 
killed  and  eat  uji  my  companions,  seemg  me 
to  be  withered,  lean,  and  sick,  deferred  my 
death  till  another  time. 

Meanwhile  I  had  a  great  deal  of  liberty, 
so  that  there  was  scai'ce  any  notice  taken  of 
what  I  did ;  and  this  gave  me  an  opportu- 
nity one  day  to  get  at  a  distance  from  the 
houses,  and  to  make  my  escape.  An  old 
man  who  saw  me,  and  suspected  my  design, 
called  to  mo  as  loud  as  he  coidd  to  return  ; 
l)ut  instead  of  obeying  him  I  redoubled  my 
pace,  and  quickly  got  out  of  sight.  At  that 
time  there  was  none  but  the  old  man  about 


*  In  the  sea  of  Andaman,  or  Bay  of  Bengal,  the  Mo- 
hammedan travellers,  in  the  ninth  century,  mention 
negro  cannibals.  Ptolemy  places  them  in  the  same 
bay  in  the  Nicobar  island. — IIolb. 

t  The  lotus  of  Homer's  "Odyssey,"  the  intoxicating 
"seed"  of  Sumatra,  mentioned  by  Davis,  1597;  anil 
the  herb  "dutroa"  of  Linschoten,  or  "dutro"  of 
I.nbo:  "dutry"  and  "bung,"  or  "bang"  of  Pryer. — 

UOLB. 
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tlie  houses,  the  rest  being  abroad,  aud  not 
to  come  home  till  night,  which  was  x^retty 
usual  with  them  :  therefore,  Ijeiug  siire  that 
they  could  not  come  time  enough  to  pursue 
me,  I  went  on  till  night,  when  I  stopped  to 
rest  a  little,  and  to  eat  some  of  the  provi- 
sions I  had  taken  care  of ;  but  I  speedily 
set  forward  again,  and  travelled  seven  days, 
avoiding  those  places  which  seemed  to  be 
inhabited,  and  lived  for  the  most  part  upon 
cocoa-nuts,  which  served  me  both  for  meat 
and  drink.  On  the  eighth  day  I  came  near 
the  sea,  and  saw  all  of  a  sudden  white  people 
like  myself,  gathering  pepper,*  of  which 
there  was  great  plenty  in  that  place.  This 
I  took  to  be  a  good  omen,  and  went  to  them 
without  any  scruple. — Scheherazade  broke 
off  here,  and  went  on  with  the  story  next 
night,  as  f oUows : — 


The  Eiglitietli  Night. 

The  peoi)le  who  gathered  pepper,  conti- 
nued .Sindbad,  came  to  meet  me  as  soon 
as  they  saw  me,  and  asked  me,  in  Arabic, 
who  I  was,  and  whence  I  came.  I  was  over- 
joyed to  hear  them  speak  in  my  own  lan- 
guage, and  satisfied  their  curiosity  by  giving 
them  an  account  of  my  shipwreck,  and  how 
I  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  blacks.  "  Those 
blacks,"  replied  they,  "eat  men;  and  by 
what  miracle  did  you  escape  their  cruelty?" 
I  told  them  the  same  story  I  now  teU  you, 
at  which  they  were  AvonderfuUy  surprised. 

I  stayed  with  them  till  they  had  gathered 
their  quantity  of  pepper,  and  then  sailed 
with  them  to  the  island  from  whence  they 
came.  They  presented  me  to  their  king, 
who  was  a  good  prince.  He  had  the  pa- 
tience to  hear  the  relation  of  my  adventures, 
which  surprised  him ;  and  he  afterwards 
gave  me  clothes,  and  commanded  care  to  be 
taken  of  me. 

The  island  was  very  well  peopled,  plenti- 
ful in  every  thing,  and  the  capital  was  a 
place  of  great  trade.  This  agreeable  retreat 
was  very  comfortable  to  me  after  my  mis- 
fortune ;  and  the  kindness  of  this  generous 
prince  towards  me  completed  my  satisfac- 
tion. In  a  word,  there  was  not  a  person 
more  in  favour  -with  him  than  myself  ;  and, 
by  consequence,  every  man  in  court  and  city 
sought  to  oblige  me ;  so  that  in  a  very 
little  time  I  was  looked  upon  rather  as  a 
native  than  a  stranger. 

I  observed  one  thing  which  to  me  ap- 
peared very  extraordinary.  All  the  people, 
the  king  himself  not  excepted,  rode  their 
horses  without  bridle  or  stirrups.  This 
made  me  one  day  take  the  liberty  to  ask  the 
king  how  that  came  to  pass.     His  majesty 


*  Sunda  islands  aud   Sumatra   produce    plenty  of 
pepper  and  cocoa-nuts. — IIole. 


answered,  that  I  talked  to  him  of  things 
which  nobody  knew  the  use  of  in  his  do- 
minions. 

I  went  immediately  to  a  workman,  and 
gave  him  a  model  for  making  the  stock  of  a 
saddle.  When  that  was  done,  I  covered  it 
myself  with  velvet  and  leather,  and  embroi- 
dered it  with  gold.  1  afterwards  Avent  to  a 
locksmith,  who  made  me  a  bridle  according 
to  the  pattern  I  shewed  him,  and  then  he 
made  me  also  some  stirrups.  When  I  had 
all  things  completed,  I  presented  them  to 
the  king,  and  put  them  upon  one  of  his 
horses.  His  majesty  mounted  immediately, 
and  was  so  pleased  with  them  that  he  tes- 
tified his  satisfaction  by  large  presents  to  me. 
I  could  not  avoid  making  several  others  for 
his  ministers  and  principal  officers  of  his 
household,  who  all  of  them  made  me  pre- 
sents that  enriched  me  in  a  little  time.  I 
also  made  for  the  peoi)le  of  best  quality  in 
the  city,  which  gained  me  great  reputation 
and  regard. 

As  I  made  my  court  very  constantly  to 
the  kmg,  he  said  to  me  one  day,  ' '  Sindbad, 
I  love  thee  ;  and  all  my  subjects  who  know 
thee  treat  thee  according  to  my  example.  I 
have  one  thing  to  demand  of  thee,  which 
thou  must  grant."  "Sir,"  answered  I,  "there 
is  nothing  but  what  I  will  do,  as  a  mark  of 
my  obedience  to  your  majesty,  whose  power 
over  me  is  absolute."  "I  have  a  mind  thou 
shoiddst  mai-ry,"  replied  he,  "  that  so  thou 
mayst  stay  in  my  dominion,  and  think  no 
more  of  thy  own  country."  I  dared  not 
resist  the  prince's  will ;  and  so  he  gave  me 
one  of  the  ladies  of  his  court,  a  noble,  beau- 
tiful, chaste,  and  rich  lady.  The  ceremonies 
of  marriage  being  over,  I  went  and  dwelt 
with  the  lady,  and  for  some  time  we  lived 
together  in  perfect  harmony.  I  was  not, 
however,  very  well  satisfied  with  my  condi- 
tion, and  therefore  designed  to  make  my 
escape  on  the  iirst  occasion,  and  to  return  to 
Bagdad  ;  which  my  present  settlement,  how 
advantageous  soever,  coiUd  not  make  me 
forget. 

While  I  was  thinking  on  this,  the  wife 
of  one  of  my  neighl^ours,  with  whom  I  had 
contracted  a  very  strict  friendship,  fell  sick, 
and  died.  I  went  to  see  and  comfort  him  in 
his  affliction ;  and  finding  him  swallowed  up 
with  sorrow,  I  said  to  him  as  soon  as  I  saw 
him,  "God  preserve  you  and  grant  j'ou  a 
long  life."  "Alas!"  replied  he,  "how  do 
you  think  I  should  obtain  that  favour  you 
wish  me  ?  I  have  not  above  an  hour  to  live." 
"Pray,"  said  I,  "do  not  entertain  such  a  me- 
lancholy thought ;  I  hope  it  will  not  be  so, 
but  that  I  shall  enjoyyourcom])any  for  many 
years."  " I  wish  you,"  said  he,  "a  long 
life ;  but  for  me  my  days  are  at  an  end,  for  I 
must  be  buried  this  day  with  my  wife.*  This 

*  Mandeville  mentions  the  burying  the  wives  alive 
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IK  a  law  -svliioli  mir  ancostovs  established  in 
this  island,  and  always  observed  it  inviolably. 
1'lie  living  husband  is  interred  with  the 
dead  wife,  and  the  living  wife  with  the  dead 
husband.  Nothing  can  save  me;  every  one 
must  submit  to  this  law." 

While  he  was  entertaining  me  with  an 
account  of  this  barbarous  custom,  the  very 
hearing  of  which  frighted  me  cruell3%  his 
kindred,  friends,  and  neighbours  came  in  a 
body  to  assist  at  the  funerals.  They  i)ut  on 
the  corpse  the  woman's  richest  apiiarel,  as 


if  it  had  been  her  wedding  day,  and  dressed 
her  with  all  her  jewels;  then  they  put  her 
into  an  open  coffin,  and  lifting  it  iip,  began 
their  march  to  the  place  of  burial.  The 
husband  walked  at  the  head  of  the  company, 
and  followed  the  corpse.  They  went  up  to  a 
high  mountain,  and  when  they  came  thither, 
took  up  a  great  stone,  which  covered  the 
mouth  of  a  very  deep  jiit,  and  let  down  the 
corpse  with  all  its  apparel  and  jewels.  Then 
the  husband,  embracing  his  kindred  and 
friends,  suffered  himself  to  be  put  into  an- 


other open  coffin  without  resistance,  Avith  a 
pot  of  water,  and  seven  little  loaves,  and 
was  let  down  in  the  same  manner  as  they  let 
down  his  wife.  The  mountain  was  i)retty 
long,  and  reached  to  the  sea.  The  cere- 
mony being  over,  they  covered  the  hole  again 
with  the  stone,  and  returned. 

It  is  needless,  gentlemen,  for  me  to  tell 
you  that  I  was  the  only  melancholy  specta- 
tor of  this  funeral,  whereas  the  rest  were 
scarcely  moved  at  it,  the  practice  was  so 
ciistomary  to  them.  I  coidd  not  forbear 
siieaking  my  thoughts  of  this  matter  to  the 
king.  "Sir,"  said  I,  "I  cannot  but  wonder 
at  the  strange  custom  in  this  country,  of  bury- 
ing the  living  with  the  dead.  I  have  been  a 
great  traveller,  and  seen  many  countries,  biit 
never  heard  of  so  cruel  a  law."  "What  do 
you  mean,  Sindbad?"  said  the  king:  "it  is 
a  common  law'.  I  shall  be  interred  with  the 
queen,  my  wife,  if  she  die  first. "  ' '  But,  sir, " 
said  I,  "may  I  presume  to  ask  your  majesty 
if  strangers  be  obliged  to  observe  this  law?" 
"Without  doubt,"  replied  the  king,  (smiling 
at  the  occasion  of  my  question, )  ' '  they  are  nf>t 
exempted,  if  they  be  married  in  this  island." 

I  Avent  home  very  melancholy  at  this  an- 


ivith  the  dead  husband,  in  the  island  of  Calanack  ;  and 
Jerome,  the  husband  with  the  wives  in  Scjthia. — Uolb. 


swer;  for  the  fear  of  my  wife's  dying  first, 
and  that  I  should  be  interred  alive  with  her, 
occasioned  me  very  mortifying  reflections. 
But  there  was  no  remedy :  I  must  have  jia- 
tience,  and  submit  to  the  will  of  God.  I 
trembled,  however,  at  every  little  indispo- 
sition of  my  wife  :  but  alas  !  in  a  little  time 
my  fears  came  upon  me  all  at  once,  for  she 
fell  sick,  and  died  in  a  few  days. 

Scheherazade  stopt  here  for  that  time, 
and  resumed  the  thi-ead  of  her  story  next 
night,  thiis  : — 


The  Eighty-First  Night. 

YoTT  may  judge  of  my  sorrow,  continued 
Sindbad;  to  be  interred  alive,  seemed  to  me 
as  deplorable  an  end  as  to  be  devoured  by 
canniljals.  But  I  must  sitlmiit ;  the  king  and 
all  his  court  would  honour  the  fmieral  with 
their  presence,  and  the  most  considerable 
people  of  the  city  did  the  like.  When  all 
was  ready  for  the  ceremony,  the  corpse  was 
put  into  a  coffin,  with  all  her  jewels  and 
magnificent  apparel.  The  cavalcade  began;  ! 
and  as  second  actor  in  this  dolefid  tragedy,  | 
I  went  next  the  corpse,  with  my  eyes  full  of 
tears,  bewailing  my  deplorable  fate.  Before 
I  came  to  the  mountain,  I  made  an  essay  on 


102 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


the  minds  of  tlie  siiect/itors.  I  addressefl 
myself  to  the  kiug  in  the  lirst  place,  aud 
then  to  all  those  who  were  round  me,  aud 
bowing  before  them  to  the  earth,  to  kiss  the 
border  of  their  gai-ments,  I  prayed  them  to 
have  compassion  upon  me.  "  Considei-,"  said 
I,  "  that  I  am  a  stranger,  and  ought  not  to  be 
subject  to  this  rigorous  law,  and  that  I  have 
another  wife  and  children  in  my  own  coun- 
try."* It  was  no  pixrpose  for  me  to  speak 
thus.  No  soul  was  moved  at  it;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  made  haste  to  let  do\vn  my  wife's 
corpse  into  the  pit,  and  put  me  down  the 
next  moment  in  an  open  cofBn,  with  a  ves- 
sel full  of  water,  and  seven  loaves.  In  short, 
the  fatal  ceremony  being  performed,  they 
covered  up  the  mouth  of  the  i)it,  notwith- 
standing the  excess  of  my  grief,  and  ray 
lamentable  cries. 

As  I  came  near  the  bottom,  I  discovered, 
by  helj)  of  the  little  light  that  came  from 
above,  the  nature  of  this  subterraneous  place. 
It  was  a  vast  long  cave,  and  might  be  about 
fifty  fathom  deep.  I  immediately  smelt  an 
insufl'erable  stench,  proceeding  from  the  mul- 
titude of  dead  corpses  which  I  saw  on  the 
right  and  left;  nay,  T  fancied  that  I  heard 
some  of  them  sigh  out  their  last.  However, 
when  I  got  down,  I  immediately  left  my 
cofSn,  and  getting  at  a  distance  from  the 
corpses,  held  my  nose,  and  lay  doAvn  iipon  the 
ground,  where  I  stayed  a  long  time  bathed  in 
tears.  Then,  reflecting  on  my  sad  lot,  "  It  is 
true,"  said  I,  "that  God  disposes  all  things 
according  to  the  decrees  of  his  providence ; 
but,  poor  Sindbad,  art  not  thou  thyself  the 
cause  of  thy  being  brought  to  die  so  strange 
a  death?  Would  to  God  thou  liadst  perished 
in  some  of  those  tempests  which  thou  hast 
escaped!  Then  thy  death  had  not  been  so 
lingering  and  terrible  in  all  its  circumstances. 
But  thou  hast  drawn  all  this  iipon  thyself 
by  thy  accursed  avarice.  Ah!  imfortunate 
wi'ctch,  shouldst  thou  not  rather  have  stayed 
at  home,  and  quietly  enjoyed  the  fruits  of 
thy  labour?" 

Such  were  the  vain  complaints  with  which 
I  made  the  cave  to  echo,  beating  my  head 
and  stomach  olit  of  rage  and  despair,  and 
abandoning  myself  to  the  most  afiiicting 
thoughts.  Nevertheless  I  must  tell  you,  that 
instead  of  calling  death  to  my  assistance  in 
that  miserable  condition,  I  felt  still  an  incli- 
nation to  live,  and  to  do  aU  I  could  to  pro- 
long my  days.  I  went  groping  about,  with 
my  nose  stopped,  for  the  bread  and  water 
that  was  in  my  coffin,  and  I  took  some  of  it. 
Though  the  darkness  of  the  cave  was  so  great 
that  I  could  not  distinguish  day  and  night, 
yet  I  always  foimd  my  cotHn  again,  and  the 
cave  seemed  to  be  more  spacious  and  fuller 
of  corpses  than  it  appeared  to  me  at  first.  I 
lived  for  some  days  upon  my  bread  and  water, 


lie  was  a  Mohainmcdau,  and  they  allow  polygamy. 


which  being  aU  spent,  at  last  I  prepared  for 
death. — At  these  words  Scheherazade  left 
off,  but  resumed  the  story  next  night  thus : — 


The  Eighty-Second  Night, 

As  I  was  thinking  of  death,  continued  Sind- 
bad, I  heard  the  stone  lifted  up  from  the 
mouth  of  the  cave,  and  immediately  the 
coqjse  of  a  man  was  let  down.  When  men 
are  reduced  to  necessity,  it  is  natural  for 
them  to  come  to  extreme  resolutions.  While 
they  let  doAvn  the  woman,  I  approached  the 
place  where  her  coffin  was  to  be  put,  and  as 
soon  as  I  perceived  they  were  covering  again 
the  mouth  of  the  cave,  I  gave  the  imfortu- 
nate -wTetch  two  or  three  great  blows  over 
the  head  with  a  large  bone  that  I  found ; 
which  stunned,  or,  to  say  the  truth,  killed 
her.  I  committed  this  inhuman  action  merely 
for  sake  of  the  bread  and  water  that  was  in 
her  coffin,  and  thus  I  had  provisions  for  some 
days  more.  When  that  was  spent,  they  let 
down  another  dead  woman,  aud  a  live  man. 
I  killed  the  man  in  the  same  manner,  and,  as 
good  luck  would  have  it  for  me,  there  was 
then  a  sort  of  mortality  in  the  town,  so  that 
by  this  means  I  did  not  want  for  provisions. 

One  day,  as  I  had  despatched  another  wo- 
man, I  heard  something  walking,  and  blovr- 
ing  or  panting  as  it  walked.  I  advanced  to- 
wards that  side  from  whence  I  heard  the 
noise,  and  upon  my  approach  the  thing  puffed 
and  blew  harder,  as  if  it  had  been  running 
away  from  me.  I  followed  the  noise,  and 
the  thing  seemed  to  stop  sometimes,  but 
always  fled  and  blew  as  I  approached.  I 
followed  it  so  long,  and  so  far,  till  at  last  I 
perceived  a  light,  resembling  a  star;  I  went 
on  towards  that  light,  and  sometimes  lost 
sight  of  it,  but  always  found  it  again,  and  at 
last  discovered  that  it  came  through  a  hole 
in  the  rock,  large  enough  for  a  man  to  get 
out  at. 

Upon  this  I  stopped  some  time  to  rest 
myself,  being  much  fatigued  with  pursuing 
this  discovery  so  fast :  afterwards  coming  up 
to  the  hole,  I  went  out  at  it,  and  found  my- 
self upon  the  bank  of  the  sea.  I  leave  you 
to  guess  the  excess  of  my  joy:  it  was  such, 
that  I  could  scarce  j)ersuade  myself  of  its 
being  real. 

But  when  I  was  recovered  from  my  sur- 
prise, and  couA-inced  of  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter, I  found  the  thing  which  I  had  followed, 
and  heard  puff  and  blow,  to  be  a  creature 
which  came  out  of  the  sea,  and  was  accus- 
tomed to  enter  at  that  hole  to  feed  upon  the 
dead  cai-cases.* 

I  examined  the  mountain,  and  perceived 
it  to  be  situated  betwixt  the  sea  and  the 


*  Sec  the  escape  of  Aristomenes,  in  his  life  hy  Kowe.- 
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town,  but  without  any  passage  or  way  to 
coiiiinxiiiicato  with  the  latter,  the  rocks  ou 
the  side  of  the  sea  were  so  rug<^eil  and  steep. 
I  fell  down  upon  the  shore  tt)  thank  God  for 
this  mercy,  and  afterwards  entered  the  cave 
again  to  fetch  bread  and  water,  which  I  did 
by  daylight,  with  a  better  appetite  than  I 
had  done  since  my  interment  in  the  dark 
hole. 

I  returned  thither  again,  and  groped  about 
among  the  biers  for  all  the  diamonds,  rubies, 
pearls,  gold  bracelets,  and  rich  stuffs  I  could 
lind ;  these  I  brought  to  the  shore,  and  tying 
them  up  neatly  into  bales,  with  the  cords 
that  let  down  the  coffins,  I  laid  them  together 
upon  the  bank,  waiting  till  some  ship  passed 
by,  without  fear  of  rain,  for  it  was  not  then 
the  season. 

After  two  or  three  days,  I  perceived  a  ship 
that  had  but  just  come  out  of  the  harbour, 
and  passed  near  the  place  where  I  was. 
1  made  a  sign  with  the  linen  of  my  turban, 
and  called  to  them  as  loud  as  I  could.  They 
heard  me,  and  sent  a  boat  to  bring  me  on 
board,  when  the  mariners  asked  by  what 
misfortune  I  came  thither.  I  told  them  that 
I  had  suffered  shipv/reck  two  days  ago,  and 
made  shift  to  get  ashore  w'ith  the  goods  they 
saw.  It  was  happy  for  me  that  those  people 
did  not  consider  the  place  where  I  was,  nor 
inipiire  into  the  probability  of  what  I  told 
them;  but,  without  any  more  ado,  took  me 
on  board  with  my  goods.  When  I  came  to 
the  shij),  the  captain  was  so  well  pleased  to 
have  saved  me,  and  so  much  taken  uji  with 
his  own  aiiairs,  that  ne  also  took  the  stoiy 
of  my  pretended  shipwreck  upon  trust,  and 
generously  refused  some  jewels  which  I 
offered  him. 

We  passed  by  several  islands,  and  among 
others  that  called  the  isle  of  Bells,  about 
ten  days'  sail  from  Serendib,""  with  a  regular 
wind,  and  six  from  that  of  Kela,  where  we 
landed.  This  island  produces  lead  mines, 
Indian  canes,  t  and  excellent  camphor. 

The  king  of  the  isle  of  Kela  is  very  rich 
and  potent ;  and  the  isle  of  Bells,  which  is 
about  two  days'  journey  in  extent,  is  also 
subject  to  him.  The  inhabitants  are  so  bar- 
barous that  they  still  eat  human  flesh.  After 
\\'Q  had  finished  our  commerce  in  that  island, 
we  put  to  sea  again,  and  touched  at  several 
other  ports ;  at  last  I  arrived  happily  at  Bag- 
dad with  infinite  riches,  of  which  it  is  need- 
less to  trouble  you  with  the  detail.  Out  of 
thankfulness  to  God  for  his  mercies,  1  gave 
great  alms  for  the  support  of  several  mosques, 
and  for  the  subsistence  of  the  poor,  and  em- 
ployed myself  wholly  in  enjoying  my  kindred 
and  friends,  and  making  merry  with  them. 


*  Serendib  is  Ceylon,  and  Kela  is  Cala,  or  Calabar, 
wlieru  the  Anibians  touched  in  their  way  to  China; 
so  that  it  must  have  been  somewhere  about  the  X'oiut 
of  Malabar. — Renaudot. 

t  Sugar  canes,  or  bamboo  ti'ccs. 


Here  8mdbad  finished  the  relation  of  his 
fourth  voyage,  which  was  more  surprising 
to  the  company  than  all  the  three  former. 
He  gave  a  new  present  of  a  hundred  serpiins 
to  Hindbad,  whom  he  prayed  to  return  with 
the  rest  next  day  at  the  same  hour,  to  dine 
with  him,  and  hear  the  story  of  his  fifth 
voyage.  Hindbad  and  the  rest  of  his  guests 
took  leave  of  him,  and  retired.  Next  morn- 
ing w^hen  they  all  met,  they  sat  down  at 
table,  and  when  dinner  was  over,  Sindbad 
began  the  relation  of  his  fifth  voyage  as 
follows : — 

THE  FIFTH  VOYAGE  OF  SINDBAD  THE  SAILOR. 

The  pleasures  I  enjoyed  had  again  charms 
enough  to  make  me  forget  all  the  troubles 
and  calamities  I  had  undergone,  without 
curing  me  of  my  inclination  to  make  new 
voyages.  Therefore  I  bought  goods,  ordered 
them  to  be  packed  up  and  loaded,  and  set 
out  with  them  for  the  best  sea-port;  and 
there,  that  I  might  not  be  obliged  to  depend 
upon  a  captain,  but  have  a  shij)  at  my  own 
command,  1  stayed  till  one  was  built  on  pur- 
pose, at  my  own  charge.  When  the  ship 
was  ready  I  went  on  board  with  my  goods ; 
but  not  having  enough  to  load  her,  I  took 
on  board  several  merchants  of  difl'erent 
nations,  with  their  merchandise. 

We  sailed  with  the  first  fair  wind,  and, 
after  a  long  navigation,  the  first  place  we 
touched  at  was  a  desert  island,  where  wo 
found  an  egg  of  a  roc,  equal  in  bigness  to 
that  I  formerly  mentioned.  There  was  a 
young  roc  in  it  just  ready  to  be  hatched,  and 
the  bill  of  it  began  to  appear. 

At  these  words  Scheherazade  stopt,  be- 
cause day  began  to  enter  the  Sultan's  apart- 
ment ;  but  next  night  she  resumed  her  story 
thus : — 


The  Eighty-Third  Night. 

Sindbad  the  sailor,  said  she,  continued  the 
relation  of  his  fifth  voyage  as  follows : — The 
merchants  whom  I  had  taken  on  board  my 
ship,  and  who  landed  with  me,  broke  the 
egg  with  hatchets,  and  made  a  hole  in  it, 
from  whence  they  pulled  out  the  young  roc, 
piece  after  piece,  and  roasted  it.  I  had  ear- 
nestly persuaded  them  not  to  meddle  Avith  the 
egg,  but  they  would  not  listen  to  me. 

Scarcely  had  they  made  an  end  of  their 
feast  when  there  appeared  in  the  air,  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  us,  two  great 
clouds.  The  captain  whom  I  hired  to  ma- 
nage my  shiji,  knowing,  by  experience,  what 
it  meant,  cried  that  it  was  the  male  and  fe- 
male roc,  that  belonged  to  the  young  one, 
and  pressed  us  to  re-embai-k  with  all  speed, 
to  prevent  the  misfortime  which  he  sa%v 
would  otherwise  befall  us.     We  made  haste 
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to  do  so,  and  set  sail  with  all  possible  dili- 
gence. 

In  the  meantime  the  two  rocs  approached 
with  a  frightful  noise,  which  they  redouhled 
when  they  saw  the  egg  broken,  and  their 
yoimg  one  gone.  But  having  a  mind  to 
avenge  themselves,  they  Hew  back  towards 
the  jilace  from  whence  they  came,  and  dis- 
apjieared  for  some  time,  while  we  made  all 
the  sail  we  coiUd,  to  prevent  that  which  un- 
happily befell  us. 

They  returned,  and  we  obser\'ed  that  each 
of  them  carried  between  their  talons,  stones, 
or  rather  rocks,  of  a  monstrous  size.  "When 
they  caine  directly  over  my  ship,  they  ho- 
vered, and  one  of  them  '*  let  fall  a  stone ;  but 
by  the  dexterity  of  the  steersman,  who  turned 
the  shij!  with  the  rudder,  it  missed  us,  and, 
falling  liy  the  side  of  the  ship  into  the  sea, 
divided  the  water  so,  that  we  almost  could 
see  to  the  bottom.  The  other  roe,  to  our 
misfortune,  threw  the  stone  so  exactly  upon 
the  middle  of  the  ship,  that  it  split  in  a  thou- 
sand yiieces.  The  mariners  and  passengers 
were  all  killed  by  the  stone,  or  sunk.  I  my- 
self had  the  last  fate ;  but  as  I  came  up  again, 
I  fortunately  caught  hold  of  a  piece  of  the 
wreck,  and,  sometimes  swimming  ^^•ith  one 
hand,  and  sometimes  with  the  other,  but 
always  holding  fast  my  board,  the  wind  and 
the  tide  favouring  me,  I  came  to  an  island, 
whose  shore  was  very  steep.  I  overcame  that 
difficulty,  however,  and  got  ashore. 

I    sat  down  upon   the   grass,  to  recover 


myself  a  little  from  the  fatigue ;  after  whicli 
I  got  up,  and  went  into  the  island  to  view  it. 
It  seemed  to  be  a  delicious  garden.  I  found 
trees  everywhere,  some  of  them  bearing 
green,  and  others  ripe  fruits,  and  streams  of 
fresh  pure  water,  with  pleasant  windings  and 
turnings.  I  ate  of  the  fruits,  whicli  I  found 
excellent,  and  drank  of  the  water,  which  was 
very  pleasant. 

Kight  being  come,  I  lay  down  upon  the 
grass  in  a  convenient  place  enough,  but  I 
coidd  not  sleep  an  hoiir  at  a  time,  my  mind 
was  so  disturbed  with  the  fear  of  being  alone 
in  so  desert  a  place.  Thus  I  spent  the  best 
part  of  the  night  in  fretting,  and  reproached 
mj-self  for  my  impnidence  in  not  staying 
at  home  rather  than  undertaking  this  last 
voyage.  These  reflections  carried  me  so  far, 
that  T  began  to  form  a  design  against  my 
own  life;  but  daylight  dispersed  those  me- 
lancholy thoughts,  and  I  got  up  and  walked 
among  the  trees,  but  not  without  apprehen- 
sions of  danger. 

When  I  was  a  little  advanced  into  the 
island,  I  saw  an  old  man,*  who  appeared  very 
weak  and  feeble.  He  sat  upon  the  bank  of 
a  stream,  and  at  first  I  took  hiiu  to  be  one 
who  had  been  shipwrecked  like  myself.  I 
went  towards  him  and  saluted  him  ;  but  he 
only  bowed  his  head  a  little.  I  asked  him 
what  he  did  there;  but,  instead  of  answering 
me,  he  made  a  sign  for  me  to  take  him  upon 
ray  back,  and  carry  him  over  the  brook,  sig- 
nifying that  it  was  to  gather  fruit. 


I  believed  him  really  to  stand  in  need  of 
n_y  hel]),  so  took  him  upon  my  back,  and, 
having  carried  him  over,  bid  him  get  down, 
and  for  that  end  stooped,  that  he  might  get 

♦  Boclmrt,  (Ilirroz.)  vol.  ii.  p.  854,  tells  a  story  ex- 
actly  similar,  from  Demur  or  Uamur,  auotlier  writer, 
K'ho  (lied  in  14U0. 


off  with  ease  ;  but  instead  of  that,  (which  1 
laugh  at  every  time  I  think  of  it,)  the  old 
man,  who  to  me  appeared  very  decrepit, 
clasped  his  legs  nimbly  about  my  neck,  and 
then  I  perceived  his  skin  to  resemble  that  of 

*  An  ourans-outang. — Hole. 
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a  cow.  Ho  sat  asti'iile  ii])oii  luy  shoulders, 
and  held  my  throat  so  ti,i,dit,  that  1  thought 
he  would  have  strangled  me,  the  fright  of 
which  made  me  faint  away  and  fall  down. 

Day  appearing,  Scheherazade  was  ol)liged 
to  st(jp  here,  but  piu'sued  her  story  thus  next 
night : — 


The  Eighty-Fourth  Night. 

NorwiTiiSTANDiNTr  my  fainting,  continued 
.Sindl)ad,  the  ill-natured  old  fellow  kept 
fast  about  my  neck,  but  opened  his  legs  a 
little,  to  give  rne  time  to  recover  my  breath. 
Wlien  1  had  done  so,  he  thrust  one  of  his 
feet  against  my  stomach,  and  strnck  me  so 
rudely  on  the  side  with  the  other,  that  he 
forced  me  to  rise  up  against  my  will.  Being 
got  up,  he  made  me  walk  under  the  trees, 
and  forced  me  now  and  then  to  stoji  to 
gather  and  eat  fruit  such  as  we  found.  He 
never  left  me  all  day,  and  when  I  lay  down 
to  rest  me  by  night,  he  laid  himself  down 
with  me,  holding  always  fast  about  my  neck. 
Every  morning  he  pushed  me  to  make  me 
awake,  and  after\\'ards  oliliged  me  to  get  up 
and  walk,  and  j)ressed  me  with  his  feet.  You 
may  judge,  then,  gentlemen,  what  trouble  I 
was  in,  to  be  loaded  with  such  a  burden 
which  I  could  by  no  means  rid  myself  from. 

One  day  I  found  in  my  way  several  dry 
calabashes  that  had  fallen  from  a  tree.  I  took 
a  large  one,  and,  after  cleaning  it,  pressed  in- 
to it  some  juice  of  grapes,*  which  abounded 
in  the  island.  Having  filled  the  calabash,  I 
set  it  in  a  convenient  jilace  ;  and  coming 
hither  again  some  days  after,  I  took  up  my 
calabash,  and  setting  it  to  my  mouth,  found 
the  wine  to  be  so  good,  that  it  made  me  pre- 
sently not  only  forget  my  sorrow,  but  I  grew 
vigorous,  and  was  so  light-hearted  that  I 
began  to  sing  and  dance  as  I  walked  along. 

The  old  man  perceiving  the  effects  which 
this  drink  had  upon  me,  and  that  I  cai'ried 
him  with  more  ease  than  I  did  before,  made 
a  sign  for  me  to  give  him  some  of  it.  I  gave 
him  the  calabash,  and  the  liquor  pleasing 
his  jialatc,  he  drank  it  all  off.  There  being 
enough  of  it  to  fuddle  him,  he  became  drunk 
immediately,  and  the  fumes  getting  ujj  into 
his  head,  he  began  to  sing  after  his  mamier, 
and  to  dance  with  his  breach  upon  my  shoul- 
ders. His  jolting  made  him  vomit,  and  he 
loosened  his  legs  from  about  me  by  degrees ; 
so  linding  tliat  he  did  not  press  me  as  before, 
1  threw  him  u^ion  the  ground,  where  he  lay 
without  motion ;  and  then  I  took  up  a  great 
stone,  with  which  I  crushed  his  head  to 
pieces. 

I  was  extremely  rejoiced  to  be  freed  thus 
for  ever  from  this  cursed  old   fellow,  and 


walked  upon  the  l)ank  of  tlie  sea,  where  I  met 
the  crew  of  a  ship  that  had  cast  anchor  to 
take  in  water  to  refresh  themselves.  They 
were  extremely  surprised  to  see  me,  and  to 
hear  the  particulars  of  my  adventures.  You 
fell,  said  they,  into  the  hands  of  the  old  man 
of  the  sea,  and  are  the  first  that  ever  escaped 
strangling  by  him.  He  never  left  those  he 
had  once  made  himself  master  of,  till  he  de- 
stroyed them,  and  he  had  made  this  island 
famous  by  the  number  of  men  he  has  slain ; 
so  that  the  merchants  and  mariners  wlio 
landed  upon  it  dared  not  to  advance  into  the 
island  but  in  numljers  together. 

After  having  informed  me  of  those  things, 
they  carried  me  with  them  to  the  ship.  The 
captain  received  me  with  great  satisfaction 
when  they  told  him  what  had  befallen  me. 
He  put  out  again  to  sea,  and  after  some  days' 
sad  we  arrived  at  the  harljoiir  of  a  great  city, 
whose  houses  were  biult  with  good  stone. 

One  of  the  merchants  of  the  ship,  who  had 
taken  me  into  his  friendshi]),  obliged  me  to 
go  along  with  him,  and  carried  me  to  a  place 
apjwinted  for  a  retreat  for  foreign  merchants. 
He  gave  mc  a  great  bag,  and  having  recom- 
mended me  to  some  pcoi)le  of  the  town,  who 
used  to  gather  cocoa  nuts,  he  desired  them  to 
take  mc  with  them  to  do  the  like.  "Go," 
said  he,  "follow  them,  and  do  as  you  see 
them  do,  and  do  not  separate  from  them, 
otherwise  you  endanger  your  life."  Having 
thus  spoke,  he  gave  me  jirovisions  for  the 
journey,  and  I  went  Mith  them. 

We  came  to  a  great  forest  of  trees,  ex- 
tremely straight  and  tall,  and  their  trunks 
so  smooth  that  it  was  not  jjossible  for  any 
man  to  climb  up  to  the  branches  that  bore 
the  fruit.  All  the  trees  were  cocoa-trees, 
and  when  we  entered  the  forest  we  saw  a 
great  number  of  apes  of  several  sizes,  that 
fled  as  soon  as  they  perceived  us,  and  climbed 
uj)  to  the  top  of  the  trees  with  surprising 
swiftness. 

Scheherazade  woiild  have  gone  on,  but  day 
appearing  prevented  her,  and  next  night  she 
resumed  her  discourse  as  follows  : — 


The  Eighty-Fifth  Night. 

The  merchants  with  whom  I  was,  enn- 
tinuod  Sindbad,  gathered  stones,  and  threw 
them  at  the  apes  on  the  top  of  the  trees.  I 
did  the  same,  and  the  apes  out  of  revenge 
threw  cocoa-mits  at  us  as  fast,  and  with  such 
gestixrcs  as  sufUciently  testilied  their  anger 
and  resentment.  We  gathered  up  the  cocoa- 
nuts,  and  from  time  to  time  threw  stones  to 
provoke  the  apes ;  so  that  by  this  stratagem 
we  filled  our  bags  with  cocoa-nuts,  which  it 
had  been  impossible  for  us  to  have  done 
otherwise. 

When  we  had  gathered  our  number,  we 
returned  to  the  city,  where  the  merchant 
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who  sent  me  to  the  forest  gave  me  the  vahic 
of  the  cocoas  I  brought.    "Go  ou,"  said  he, 
"and  do  the  like  every 
day,  until  you  have  got 

money  enough  to  carry  " 

you  home."  I  thanked 
him  for  his  good  advice, 
and  insensibly  gathered 
together  so  many  cocoa- 
nuts  as  amounted  to  a 
considerable  sum. 

The  vessel  in  which  I 
came  sailed  with  mer- 
chants, who  loaded  her 
with  cocoa-nuts.  I  ex- 
l^ected  the  arrival  of 
another,  -which  landed 
speedily  for  the  like 
loading.  I  embarked  on 
board  the  same  all  the 
cocoa-nuts  that  belonged 
to  me,  and  when  she  was 
ready  to  sail,  I  went  and 
took  leave  of  the  mer- 
chant who  had  been  so 
kind  to  me ;  but  he  could 
not  embark  with  me,  be- 
cause he  had  not  linished 
his  business. 

We  set  sail  towards 
the  islands,*  where  pep- 
per grows  in  great  plenty. 
From  thence  we  went 
to  the  isle  of  Comari,t 
where  the  best  sort  of 
wood  of  aloes  grows, 
and  whose  inhabitants 
have  made  it  an  inviol- 
able law  to  themselves 
to  drink  no  wine,  nor  to 
to  suffer  any  ]ilace  of 
debauch.  I  exchanged 
my  cocoa  in  those  two 
islands  for  i3eii])er  and 
wood  of  aloes,  and  went 
with  other  merchants  a 
pearl-fishing.  J      I  hired  '•"'''■' 

divers,  who  fetched  me 
up  those  that  were  very  large  and  pure.  I 
embarked  joyfully  in  a  vessel  that  happily 
an-ived  at  Balsora ;  from  thence  I  returned 
to  Bagdad,  where  I  made  vast  sums  of  my 
pepper,  wood  of  aloes,  and  pearls.  I  gave 
the  tenth  of  my  gains  in  alms,  as  I  had  done 
upon  my  retiu-n  from  other  voyages,  and  en- 
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*  In  the  straits  of  Sunda. — Hole. 

f  This  island,  or  peninsula,  ends  at  the  cape  which 
we  now  call  cape  Comorin.  It  is  also  called  Comar 
and  Camor.  The  Mohammedan  travellers  say  the  king 
of  Comar  (whence  they  bring  aloes,)  was  subdued  by 
Mihrage.  The  inhabitants  are  very  virtuous,  and 
debauchery  with  women  and  the  use  of  wine  are  forbid- 
den them.     Accounts  of  India  and  China,  p.  C3. 

X  There  still  is,  and  has  been  from  time  immemorial, 
a  pearl-fishery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  cape  Comorin. 
See  Marco  I'aolo. — Hole. 


deavoured  to  ease  myself  from  my  fatigues 

by  diversions  of  all  sorts. 

When  Sindbad  had 
finished  his  story,  he 
ordered  one  hundred  se- 
quins to  Hindljad,  who 
retired  with  all  the  other 
gviests  ;  but  next  morn- 
ing the  same  company 
returned  to  dine  with 
rich  Sindbad,  who,  after 
La\'ing  treated  them  as 
formerly,  demanded  au- 
dience and  gave  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  his 
sixth  voyage  : — 

THE  SIXTH  VOYAGE  OF 
SINDBA1>,  THE  SAILOR. 

Gentlemen,  said  he, 
you  long,  without  doubt, 
to  know  how,  after  being 
shipwrecked  live  times, 
and  escaping  so  many 
dangers,  I  could  resolve 
again  to  try  my  fortune, 
and  expose  myself  to 
new  hardships.  I  am 
astonished  at  it  myself 
wlu'n  I  think  on  it,  and 
must  certainly  have  been 
induced  to  it  by  my 
stars.  But  be  that  as  it 
will,  after  a  year's  rest, 
I  i)repared  for  a  sixth 
voyage,  notwithstand- 
ing the  entreaties  of  my 
kindred  and  friends,  who 
did  all  that  was  possible 
to  prevent  me. 

Instead  of  taking  my 
way  by  the  Persian  gulf, 
I  travelled  once  more 
through  several  i)ro- 
vinces  of  Persia  and  the 
Indies,  and  arrived  at  a 
sea-port,  where  I  em- 
barked on  hoard  a  shiji,  the  captain  of  which 
was  resolved  on  a  long  voyage. 

It  was  very  long  indeed,  but  at  the  same 
time  so  unfortunate,  that  the  captain  and 
pUot  lost  their  course,  and  knew  not  where 
they  were.  They  foimd  it  at  last,  but  wo 
had  no  reason  to  rejoice  at  it.  We  were  all 
seized  with  extraordinary  fear,  when  we  saw 
the  captain  quit  his  post,  and  cry  out.  Ho 
threw  ofiF  his  turban,  pulled  the  hair  of  his 
beard,  and  beat  his  head  like  a  madman. 
We  asked  him  the  reason,  and  he  answered 
"that  he  was  in  the  most  dangerous  place  in 
all  the  sea.  A  rapid  current  carries  the  ship 
along  with  it,  and  we  shall  all  of  us  perish 
in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Pray  to 
God  to  deliver  us  from  this  danger:  we  can- 
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not  ('.<u;ii)c  it  if  hs  ilocs  imt  take;  pity  on  us." 
At  tlicsc  words  lie  ordereil  the  sails  to  be 
changed;  but  all  the  ropes  broke,  and  the 
ship,  without  its  being  possible  to  help  it, 
was  carried  by  the  cm-rent  to  the  foot  of  an 
inaccessible  mountain,  where  she  run  ashore, 
and  was  broken  to  pieces,  yet  so  that  we 
saved  our  lives,  oiu-  provisions,  and  the  best 
of  our  goods. 

This  being  over,  the  captain  said  to  us, 
"  (rod  has  done  what  pleased  him;  we  may 
every  man  dig  our  grave  hero,  and  bid  the 
world  adieu ;  for  we  are  all  in  so  fatal  a  place, 
that  none  shii)wreckcd  here  did  ever  return 
to  their  homes  again."  His  discourse  afflicted 
us  sorely,  and  we  embraced  each  other  with 
tears  in  our  eyes,  bewailing  our  deplorable 
lot. 

The  mountain  at  the  foot  of  which  we 
M'cre  cast  was  the  coast  of  a  very  long  and 
lai'ge  island.  This  coast  was  covered  all 
over  with  wrecks,  and  by  the  vast  number 
of  men's  bones  we  saw  everywhere,  and 
which  filled  us  with  horror,  we  concluded 
that  abundance  of  people  had  died  there. 
It  is  also  incredible  to  tell  what  a  quantity 
of  goods  and  riches  we  foimd  cast  ashoi-e 
there.  All  those  objects  served  only  to  aug- 
ment our  grief.  AVhcreas  in  all  other  places 
rivers  run  from  their  channels  into  the  sea, 
here  a  great  river  of  fresh  water*  runs  out 
of  the  sea  into  a  dark  cave,  whose  entrance 
is  very  high  and  large.  What  is  most  re- 
markable in  this  place  is,  that  the  stones  of 
the  momiiaiu  are  of  crystal,  rubies,  or  other 


precious  stones.  Here  is  also  a  sort  of  fuuu- 
tain  of  pitch  or  bitumen,*  that  runs  into  the 
sea,  which  the  fishes  swallow,  and  then 
vomit  it  lip  again,  turned  into  ambergris  ; 
and  this  the  waves  throw  up  on  the  beach 
in  great  quantities.  Here  also  grow  trees, 
most  of  which  are  wood  of  aloes,  equal  in 
goodness  to  those  of  Comari. 

To  finish  the  description  of  this  place, 
— which  mayAvellbe  called  a  gulf,  since  no- 
thing ever  returns  from  it — it  is  not  possiljle 
for  ships  to  get  oS'  from  it,  when  once  they 
come  within  such  a  distance  of  it.  If  they 
be  driven  thither  by  a  wind  from  the  sea, 
the  wind  and  the  ciuTent  ruin  them ;  and  if 
they  come  into  it  when  a  land-wind  blows, 
which  might  seem  to  favour  their  getting  out 
again,  the  height  of  the  mountain  stops  the 
wind,  and  occasions  a  calm,  so  that  the  force 
of  the  current  runs  them  ashore,  where  they 
are  broken  to  pieces,  as  ours  was ;  and  that 
which  completes  the  misfortune  is,  that 
there  is  no  possibility  to  get  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  or  to  get  out  any  manner  of 
way. 

We  continued  upon  the  shore,  like  men 
out  of  their  senses,  and  expected  death  every 
day.  At  first  we  divided  oiu-  provisions  as 
equally  as  we  could,  and  thus  every  one 
lived  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  according  to 
their  temperance,  and  the  use  they  made  of 
their  provisions. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  left  off  speak- 
in  ;  but  next  night  she  resumed  the  story  as 
follows : — 


The  Eighty-Sixth  Night. 

Those  who  died  first,  continued  Sindbad, 
were  intei-red  by  the  rest;  and,  as  for  my 

*  Jlr  Ives  mentions  wells  of  freshwater  unVr  the 
(!pa  in  the  Persian  gulf  near  the  island  of  Baricn. — 


part,  I  paid  the  last  duty  to  all  my  compa- 
nions :  nor  are  you  to  wonder  at  this ;  for 
besides  that  I  husbanded  the  provision  that 

*  Such  fountains  are  not  unfrequent  in  India  and 
Ceylon ;  and  the  Mohammciian  travellors  speak  of 
aniljcrgris  swallowed  by  whales,  who  are  made  sick  by 
and  regorge  it, — Uole. 
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fell  to  my  share  better  than  tliey,  T  liad  pro- 
visions of  my  own,  'wliicli  1  did  not  share 
M'ith  my  comrades;  yet  when  I  bnried  the 
last,  I  had  so  little  remaining,  that  I  thought 
I  could  not  hold  out  long  ;  so  that  I  dug  a 
grave,  resolving  to  lie  down  in  it,  because 
there  was  none  left  alive  to  inter  me.  I 
must  confess  to  you,  at  the  same  time,  that 
while  I  was  thus  emjiloyed,  I  could  not  but 
reflect  upon  myself  as  the  cause  of  my  own 
ruin,  and  repented  that  I  had  ever  under- 
taken this  last  voyage  :  nor  did  I  stop  at 
reflections  only,  but  had  well-nigh  hastened 
my  own  death,  and  began  to  tear  my  hands 
with  my  teeth. 

But  it  pleased  God  once  more  to  take 
compassion  on  me,  and  put  it  in  my  mind  to 
go  to  the  bank  of  the  river  which  ran  into 
the  great  cave;  where,  considering  the  riv^er 
with  great  attention,  I  said  to  myself.  This 
river  which  runs  thus  under  ground,  must 
come  out  somewhere  or  other.  If  I  make  a 
float,  and  leave  myself  to  the  current,  it  will 
bring  me  to  some  inliabited  country,  or 
drown  njc.     If  I  be  drowned,  I  lose  nothing. 


but  only  change  one  kind  «f  death  for  ano- 
ther; and  if  I  get  out  of  this  fatal  place,  I 
shall  not  only  avoid  the  sad  fate  of  my  com- 
rades, but  perhaps  find  some  new  occasion 
of  enriching  myself.  Who  knows  but  for- 
tune waits,  upon  my  getting  oft'  this  dan- 
gerous shelf,  to  compensate  my  shipwreck 
with  usury? 

I  immediately  went  to  work  on  a  float.  I 
made  it  of  large  pieces  of  timber  and  cables, 
for  I  had  choice  of  them,  and  tied  them  to- 
gether so  strong,  that  I  had  made  a  very 
solid  little  float.  When  I  had  finished.  I 
loaded  it  with  some  bales  of  rubies,  emeralds, 
amljergris,  rock  -  crystal,  and  rich  stufts. 
Having  balanced  all  my  cargo  exactly,  and 
fastened  them  well  to  the  float,  I  went  on 
board  it  with  two  little  oars  that  I  had  made, 
and  leaving  it  to  the  course  of  the  river,  I 
resigned  myself  to  the  will  of  God. 

As  soon  as  I  came  into  the  cave,  I  lost 
all  light,  and  the  stream  carried  me  T  knew 
not  whither.  Thus  I  floated  some  days  in 
perfect  darkness,  and  once  found  the  arch  so 
low  that  it  very  nigh  broke  my  head,  which 


made  me  very  cautious  afterwards  to  avoid 
the  like  danger.  All  this  while  I  eat  nothing 
but  what  was  necessary  to  support  nature ; 
yet,  notwithstanding  this  frugality,  all  my 
l)rovisions  were  spent.  Then  a  pleasing 
sleep  seized  upon  me.  I  cannot  tell  how 
long  it  continued;  but  when  I  awaked,  I 
was  surprised  to  find  myself  in  the  middle 
of  a  vast  coimtry,  at  the  In-ink  of  a  river, 
where  my  float  was  tied  amidst  a  great  num- 
ber of  negroes.  I  got  up  as  soon  as  I  saw 
them,  and  saluted  them.  They  spoke  to  me, 
but  I  did  not  understand  their  language.  I 
was  so  transported  with  joy,  that  I  knew  not 
whether  I  was  asleep  or  awake;  but  being 
persuaded  that  T  was  not  asleep,  I  recited 


the  following  words  in  Arabic  aloud  :  "Call 
upon  the  Almighty,  he  will  help  thee;  thou 
needest  not  perplex  thyself  about  anything 
else:  shut  thy  eyes,  and  while  thou  art 
asleep,  God  wiU  change  thy  bad  fortune  into 
good." 

One  of  the  blacks,  who  understood  Arabic, 
hearing  me  speak  thus,  came  towards  me, 
and  said,  "  Brother,  be  not  suri)rised  to  see 
us;  we  are  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and 
came  hither  to-day  to  water  our  fields,  by 
digging  little  canals  from  this  river,  which 
comes  out  of  the  neighboui-ing  mounto.in. 
We  i)erceived  something  floating  upon  the 
water,  went  speedily  to  see  what  it  was,  and 
perceiving  your  float,  cue  of  us  swam  into 
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the  river,  aiicl  broiiglit  it  liither,  where  we 
fastened  it,  as  you  see,  until  you  shoukl 
awake.  Pray  tell  us  your  history,  for  it 
must  be  extraordinary ;  how  did  you  venture 
yourself  into  this  river,  and  whence  did  yovi 
come?"  I  begged  of  them  first  to  give  me 
something  to  eat,  and  then  I  would  satisfy 
their  curiosity.  They  gave  me  several  sorts 
of  food ;  and  when  I  had  satisfied  my  hunger, 
T  gave  them  a  true  account  of  all  that  had 
befallen  me,  which  they  listened  to  with 
admiration.  As  soon  as  1  had  finished  my 
discourse,  they  told  me,  by  the  person  who 
spoke  Arabic,  and  interpreted  to  them  what 
I  said,  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  surpris- 
ing stories  they  ever  heard,  and  that  I  must 
go  along  with  them,  and  tell  it  their  king 
myself ;  the  story  is  too  extraordinary  to  be 
told  by  any  other  than  the  person  to  whom 
it  happened.  I  told  them  I  was  ready  to  do 
whatever  they  pleased. 

They  immediately  sent  for  a  horse,  which 
was  brought  in  a  little  time;  and  having 
made  me  get  upon  him,  some  of  them 
walketl  before  me  to  show  me  the  way,  and 
the  rest  took  my  float  and  cargo,  and  fol- 
lowed me. 

Here  Scheherazade  was  obliged  to  stop 
because  day  appeared ;  but  towards  the  close 
of  the  next  night  resumed  the  thread  of  her 
storv  thus : — 


The  Eiglity-Seventh  Night. 

We  marched  thus  altogether,  till  we  came 
to  the  city  of  Hercndib,*  for  it  was  in  that 
island  T  landed.  The  blacks  jiresented  me 
to  their  king ;  I  aiiproached  his  throne,  and 
saluted  him  as  I  iised  to  do  the  kings  of  the 
Indies ;  that  is  to  say,  I  prostrated  myself 
at  his  feet,  and  kissed  tlic  earth.  The  prince 
ordered  me  to  rise  up,  received  me  with  an 
obliging  air,  and  made  me  come  up,  and  sit 
down  near  him.  He  first  asked  me  my 
name,  and  I  answered,  "They  call  me  Sind- 
bad  the  sailor,  because  of  the  many  voyages 
I  had  imdertaken,  and  I  am  a  citizen  of 
Bagdad."  "But,"  replied  he,  "how  came 
you  into  my  dominions,  and  from  whence 
came  you  last?" 

I  concealed  nothing  from  the  king.  I  told 
him  all  that  I  have  now  told  you ;  and  his 
majesty  was  so  surpi-ised  and  charmed  with 
it,  that  he  commanded  my  adventm-e  to  be 
written  in  letters  of  gold,  and  laid  up  in  the 
archives  of  his  kingdom.  At  last  my  float 
■was  brought  in,  and  the  bales  opened  in  his 
presence  :  he  admired  the  quantity  of  wood 
of  aloes  and  ambergris,  but,  above  all,  the 
rubies  and  emeralds,  for  he  had  none  in  his 
treasury  that  came  near  them. 

Observing  that  he  looked  on  my  jewels 


■  Ceylon. 


with  pleasure,  and  viewed  the  most  remark- 
able among  them  one  after  another,  I  fell  pros- 
trate at  his  feet,  and  took  the  liberty  to  say 
to  him,  "Sir,  not  only  my  person  is  at  your 
majesty's  service,  but  the  cargo  of  the  float, 
and  I  would  beg  of  you  to  dispose  of  it  as 
your  own."  He  answered  me  with  a  smile, 
"  Sindbad,  I  will  take  care  not  to  covet  any- 
thing of  yoiirs,  nor  take  any  thing  from  you 
that  God  has  given  you :  far  from  lessening 
your  wealth,  I  design  to  augment  it,  and 
will  not  let  you  go  out  of  my  dominions 
without  marks  of  my  liberality."  All  the 
answer  I  returned  was  prayers  for  the  pros- 
perity of  that  prince,  and  commendations  of 
his  generosity  and  bounty.  He  charged  one 
of  his  ofiicers  to  take  care  of  me,  and  or- 
dered people  to  serve  me  at  his  own  charge. 
The  officer  was  very  faithful  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  orders,  and  caused  all  the  goods  to 
be  carried  to  the  lodgings  provided  for  me. 

I  went  every  day  at  a  set  hour  to  make 
my  court  to  the  king,  and  spent  the  rest  of 
my  time  in  seeing  the  city,  and  what  was 
most  worthy  of  notice. 

The  isle  of  Serendib  is  situated  just  under 
the  equinoctial  line;*  so  that  the  days  and 
nights  there  are  always  of  twelve  hours 
each,  and  the  island  is  eighty  t  parasangs  in 
length  and  as  many  in  breadth. 

The  capital  city  stands  in  the  end  of  a  fine 
valley,  formed  by  a  mountain  in  the  middle 
of  the  island,  which  is  the  highest  in  the 
world.  X  It  is  seen  three  days  sail  off  at  sea. 
There  are  rubies  and  several  sorts  of  mine- 
rals in  it,  and  all  the  rocks  are  for  the  most 
part  emery,  a  metalline  stone  made  use  of 
to  cut  and  smooth  other  precious  stones. 
There  grow  all  sorts  of  rare  plants  and  trees, 
especially  cedars  and  cocoa-trees.  There  is 
also  a  pearl  fishery  in  the  mouth  of  its  river, 
and  in  some  of  its  valleys  there  are  found 
diamonds.  I  made,  by  way  of  devotion,  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  jdace  where  Adam  was 
confined  after  his  banishment  from  Paradise, 
and  had  the  curiosity  to  go  to  the  to^)  of  it. 

When  I  came  back  to  the  city,  I  prayed 
the  king  to  allow  me  to  return  to  my  coun- 
try, which  he  granted  me  in  the  most  ob 
liging  and  most  honourable  manner.  He 
woidd  needs  force  a  rich  present  upon  me ; 
and  when  I  went  to  take  my  leave  of  him, 
he  gave  me  one  much  more  considerable,  and 
at  the  same  time  charged  me  with  a  letter  for 
the  commander  of  the  faithful,  our  sovereign, 
saying  to  me,  I  pray  you  give  this  jiresent 


*  Geographers  place  it  on  this  side  the  line,  in  the 
first  climate.  Diodorus  Siculus  autl  Ptolemy  place  it 
in  the  same  island  as  Sindbad,  though  not  the  true 
one. 

t  The  eastern  geographers  made  a  parasang  longer 
than  a  French  h^ague. 

X  Knox  and  Wolf  confirm  this  account  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  capital  of  Ceylon,  and  the  productions  of 
its  mountains.  Pico  d'Adam  is  the  high  mountain 
here  described. 


no 
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from  me,  and  this  letter,  to  Caliph  Haroun 
Alraschid,  and  assure  him  of  my  Mendship. 
I  took  the  present  and  letter  in  a  very  re- 
spectful manner,  and  ijromised  his  majesty 
piuictually  to  execute  the  commission  with 


which  he  was  pleased  to  honour  me.  Befora 
I  emharked,  this  prince  sent  for  the  captain 
and  the  merchant  who  were  to  go  with  me, 
and  ordered  them  to  treat  me  with  all  pes. 
sible  respect. 


The  letter  from  the  king  of  Serendib  was 
written  on  the  skin  of  a  certain  animal  of 
great  value,  because  of  its  being  so  scarce, 
and  of  a  yellowish  colour.  *  The  characters 
of  this  letter  were  of  azure,  and  the  contents 
as  follows : — 

"The  king  of  the  Indies,  before  whom 
march  a  hundred  elephants,  who  lives 
in  a  palace  that  shines  with  a  hun- 
dred thousand  rubies,  and  who  has  in 
his  treasuiy  twenty  thousand  crowns 
enriched   A\atli   diamonds,  to  Caliph 
Haroim  Alraschid : 
"  Though  the  ]iresent  we  send  you  be  in- 
considerable, receive  it  however  as  a  brother 
and  a  friend,  in  consideration  of  the  hearty 
friendship  which  we  bear  for  you,   and  of 
which  we  are   wiUing  to   give  you  proof. 
AVe  desire  the  same  part  in  your  friendship, 
considering  that  we    believe   it   to   be   our 
merit,  being  of  the  same  dignity  with  your- 
self.    We  conjure  you  this  in  quality  of  a 
brother. — Adieu." 

The  present  consisted,  first,  of  one  single 
rubyf  made  into  a  cup  about  half  a  foot 
high,  an  inch  thick,  and  filled  with  round 
pearls  of  half  a  dram  each ;  second,  the 
skin  of  a  serpent,  whose  scales  were  as  large 


*  Yellow  vellum,  or  the  skin  of  the  hog  deer  from 
Princes  Ishind  in  the  straits  of  Suntla.  The  elcphauts, 
rubies,  &c.,  arc  illustrated  by  Mr  Uole. 

t  Ceylon  is  known  to  produce  large  rubies,  and  the 
Indian  Ocean  abounds  in  pearls  of  extraordinary  size. — 
Hole. 


as  an  ordinary  piece  of  gold,  and  had  the 
virtue  to  preserve  from  sickness  those  who 
lay  upon  it ;  *  third,  fifty  thousand  drams 
of  the  best  wood  of  aloes,  with  thirty  grains 
of  camphor  as  big  as  pistachios ;  and, 
fourth,  a  she  slave  of  ravishing  beauty, 
whose  apparel  was  aU  covered  over  with 
jewels. 

The  ship  set  sail,  and  after  a  very  long 
and  successful  navigation,  we  landed  at  Bal- 
sora;  from  thence  f  went  to  Bagdad,  whore 
the  iust  thing  I  did  was  to  accjuit  myself  of 
my  commission. — Scheherazade  stopt  because 
day  appeared,  and  next  night  proceeded 
thus: — 


The  EigMy-Eighth  Night. 

I  TOOK  the  king  of  Serendib's  letter,  conti- 
nued Sindbad,  and  \yeut  to  present  mjself 
at  the  gate  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful, 
followed  by  the  beautiful  slave,  and  such  of 
my  own  family  as  canied  the  jiresents.  I 
gave  an  account  of  the  reason  of  my  com- 
ing, and  was  immediately  conducted  to  the 
throne  of  the  caliph.  I  made  my  reverence 
by  prostration,  and  after  a  short  speech, 
gave  him  the  letter  and  present.  When  he 
had  read  what  the  king  of  Serendib  -wi-ote  to 
him,  he  asked  me  if  that  prince  was  rcaUy 

*  There  is  a  snake  in  Bcn.eal  whose  skin  is  esteemed 
a  cure  for  external  pains,  by  applying  it  to  the  pars 
affected.— Hole. 
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so  rich  and  jiotent  as  he  had  said  in  his  let- 
ter ?  I  prostrated  myself  a  second  time,  and 
rising  again,  "  Commander  of  the  faithful," 
said  1,  "I  can  assure  your  majesty  he  doth 
not  exceed  the  truth  on  that  head;  I  am  wit- 
ness of  it.  There  is  nothing  more  capable  of 
raising  a  man's  admu-ation  than  the  mag- 
niticcuce  of  his  palace.  When  the  i^rince 
api)ears  in  public,  he  has  a  throne  fixed  on 
the  back  of  an  elephant,  and  marches  be- 
twixt two  ranks  of  his  ministers,  favourites, 
and  other  peojJe  of  his  court ;  before  him, 
upon  the  same  elephant,  an  officer  carries  a 
golden  lance  in  his  hand;  and  behind  the 
throne  there  is  another,  who  stands  upright, 
with  a  column  of  gold,  on  the  top  of  which 
there  is  an  emerald  half  a  foot  long,  and  an 
inch  thick ;  before  him  march  a  guard  of  a 
thousand  men  clad  in  cloth  of  gold  and 
silk,  and  moimted  on  elephants  richly  capa- 
risoned. 

"While  the  king  is  on  his  march,  the  officer 
who  is  before  him  on  the  same  elephant, 
cries  from  time  to  time,  with  a  loud  voice, 
'Behold  the  great  monarch,  the  potent  and 
redoubtable  sidtan  of  the  Indies,  whose 
palace  is  covered  with  a  hundred  thousand 
rubies,  and  who  possesses  twenty  thousand 
crowns  of  diamonds.  Behold  the  crowned 
monarch  greater  than  the  great  Solima*  and 
the  groat  Mihrage.'t  After  he  has  j^ro- 
noimced  those  words,  the  officer  behind  the 
throne  cries  in  his  turn,  'This  monarch,  so 
great  and  so  powerful,  must  die,  must  die, 
must  die."     And  the  officer  before  replies, 

Praise  be  to  him  who  lives  for  ever.' 


"Farther,  the  king  of  .Serendib  is  so  just 
that  there  are  no  j  udges  in  his  dominions. 
His  people  have  no  need  of  them.  They 
understand  and  observe  justice  exactly  of 
themselves." 

The  caliph  was  much  pleased  with  my 
discourse.  "The  wisdom  of  that  king,"  said 
he,  "appears  in  his  letter;  and  after  what  yon 
tell  me,  I  must  confess  that  his  wisdom  is 
worthy  of  his  people,  and  his  jjcople  deserve 
so  wise  a  prince."  Having  spoken  thus,  he 
dismissed  me,  and  sent  me  home  v.ith  a  rich 
present. 

Siudbad  left  off  speaking,  and  his  com- 
pany retired,  Hindbad  having  first  received 
a  hundred  sequins ;  and  next  day  they  re- 
turned to  hear  the  relation  of  his  seventh 
and  last  voyage,  as  follows : — 

THE   SEVENTH  AND  LAST  VOYAGE  OF  SINDBAD 
THE  SATLOE. 

Being  returned  from  my  sixth  voyage,  I 
al^solutely  laid  aside  all  thoughts  of  travel  - 
ling  any  farther ;  for,  beside  that  my  years 
now  required  rest,  I  was  resolved  no  more 
to  expose  myself  to  such  risk  as  I  had  run; 
so  that  I  thought  of  nothing  but  to  pass 
the  rest  of  my  days  in  quiet.  One  day  as 
I  was  treating  a  parcel  of  my  friends,  one  of 
my  servants  came  and  told  me,  that  an 
officer  of  the  caliph's  asked  for  me.  I  rose 
from  the  table,  and  went  to  him.  ' '  The  ca- 
liph," said  he,  "has  sent  me  to  teU  you,  that 
he  must  speak  with  you."  I  followed  the 
officer  to  the  palace,  where,  being  presented 


to  the  caliph,  I  saluted  him  by  prostrating 
myself  at  his  feet.      "Sindbad,"  said  lie  to 

*  Solomon. 

t  An  aiui<.nt  kinj-  of  a  trreat  island  of  the  same  name 
in  the  Indies,  and  very  much  famed  among  the  Ara- 
oians  for  his  power  and  wisdom. 


me,  "  I  stand  in  need  of  you;  you  must  do 
me  the  service  to  carry  my  answer  and  pre- 
sent to  the  kmg  of  Serendib.  It  is  but  just 
I  shoidd  return  his  civility." 

Tliis  command  of  the  caliph  to   me  was 
like  a  clap  of  thmider.      "Commander  of  the 
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faithful,"  replied  I,  "I  am  ready  to  do  wliat- 
ever  your  majesty  shall  think  fit  to  command 
me;  but  I  heseech  you  most  humbly  to  con- 
sider Avhat  I  have  undergone.  I  have  also 
made  a  vow  never  to  go  out  of  Bagdad. 
Hence  I  took  occasion  to  give  him  a  large 
and  particular  account  of  all  my  adventures, 
which  he  had  the  patience  to  hear  out. 

As  soon  as  I  had  finished,  "I confess,''  said 
he,  ' '  that  the  things  you  tell  me  are  very  ex- 
traordinary ;  yet  you  must,  for  my  sake,  un- 
dertake this  voyage  which  I  propose  to  you. 
Vou  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to  the  isle 
of  Serendib,  and  deliver  the  commission 
■which  I  give  you.  After  that  you  are  at 
liberty  to  return.  But  you  must  go  ;  for 
you  know  it  would  be  indecent,  and  not 
suitable  to  my  dignity,  to  be  indebted  to  the 
king  of  that  island."  Perceiving  that  the 
caliph  insisted  upon  it,  I  submitted,  and  told 
him  that  I  was  willing  to  obey.     He  was  very 


well  i)leased  at  it,  and  ordered  me  a  thousand 
sequins  for  the  charge  of  my  journey. 

I  prepared  for  my  departure  in  a  few  days, 
and  as  soon  as  the  caliph's  letter  and  jire- 
sent  were  delivered  to  me,  T  went  to  Balsora, 
where  I  embarked,  and  had  a  very  happy 
voyage.  I  arrived  at  the  isle  of  Serendib, 
where  I  acquainted  the  king's  ministers  with 
my  commission,  and  prayed  them  to  get  me 
speedy  audience.  They  did  so,  and  I  was 
conducted  to  the  palace  in  an  honourable 
manner,  where  I  saluted  the  king  by  ])ros- 
tration,  according  to  custom.  That  prince 
knew  me  immediately,  and  testified  very 
great  joy  to  see  me.  "  0  Sindbad,"  said  he, 
"  you  are  welcome.  I  swear  to  you  I  have 
many  times  thought  of  you  since  you  went 
hence ;  I  bless  the  day  upon  which  we  see 
one  another  once  more."  I  made  my  com- 
pliment to  him,  and  after  having  thanked 
him  for  his  kindness  to  me,  I  delivered  the 


caliph's  letter  and  present,  which  he  received 
with  all  imaginable  satisfaction. 

The  caliph's  present  was  a  complete  set 
of  cloth  of  gold,  valued  at  one  thousand 
seiiuins ;  fifty  robes  of  rich  stuff,  a  hundi-ed 
other  of  white  cloth,  the  finest  of  Caii-o,  Suez, 
Cusa,*  and  Alexandria  ;t  a  royal  crimson 
bed,  and  a  second  of  another  fashion ;  a  ves- 
sel of  agate,  broader  than  deep,  an  inch  thick, 
and  half  a  foot  wide,  the  bottom  of  which 
represented  in  bas-relief  a  man  with  one  knee 
on  the  ground,  who  held  a  bow  and  an  arrow, 
ready  to  let  lly  at  a  lion.  He  sent  him  also 
a  rich  table,  Avhich,  according  to  tradition, 
belonged  to  the  great  Solomon.  The  caliph's 
letter  was  as  follows  : — 


*  A  port  on  the  Red  Sea. 
t  A  town  of  Arabia. 


"Greeting  in  the  name  of  the  sovereign 

guide  of  the  right  way,  to  the  i)otent 

and   happy    sidtan,    from    Abdallah 

Haroun  Alraschid,   whom   Uod  hath 

set  in  the  jdace  of  honour,  after  his 

ancestors  of  ha2)py  memory  : 

"We  received  yoiu-  letter  witli  joy,  and 

send  you  this  from  the  council  of  our  port ; 

the    garden    of    superior  wits.      We    hoi)e, 

when  you  look  upon  it,  you  will  find  our 

good  intention,  and  be   pleased  with  it. — 

Adieu." 

The  king  of  Serendib  was  highly  pleased 
that  the  cali^jh  answered  his  friendship.  A 
little  time  after  this  audience,  I  solicited 
leave  to  depart,  and  had  much  dilficulty  to 
obtam  it.  I  obtained  it  however  at  last, 
and  the  king,  when  he  dismissed  me,  made 
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rile  a  very  consi(k'i;il)le  prosout.  I  I'lnbarkcil 
immuiliately  to  return  to  Bagdad,  l)ut  had 
not  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  there  as  I 
ho])ed.     God  ordered  it  otherwise. 

Tliree  or  four  daj's  after  my  departure, 
wo  were  attacked  by  corsairs,  who  easily 
seized  upon  our  ship,  because  it  was  no 
vessel  of  force.  Some  of  the  crew  offered 
resistance,  which  cost  them  their  lives.  But 
for  me  and  the  rest,  \y\\o  were  not  so  impni- 
dent,  the  corsairs  saved  us,  on  purpose  to 
make  slaves  of  us. 

Day  beginning  to  appear,  Scheherazade 
was  obliged  to  keep  silence,  but  next  night 
resumed  the  story  thus  : — 


The  Eighty-Ninth  Night. 

Sir,  said  she  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies, 
Sindbad,  continuing  his  story,  told  the  com- 
pany,— "We  were  all  strijiped,  and  instead  of 
our  own  clothes,  they  gave  us  sorry  rags, 
and  carried  us  into  a  remote  island,  where 
they  sold  us. 

I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  rich  merchant, 
who,  as  soon  as  he  bought  me,  carried  me 
to  his  house,  treated  me  well,  and  clad  me 
handsomely  for  a  slave.  Some  days  after, 
not  knowing  who  I  was,  he  asked  me  if  I 
understood  any  trade?  I  answered,  that  I 
was  no  mechanic,  but  a  merchant,  and  that 
the  corsairs,  who  sold  mc,  robbed  me  of  all 
I  had.  "  But  tell  me,"  replied  he,  "  can  yoii 
shoot  with  a  bow  ?  "  I  answered,  that  the  bow 
was  one  of  my  exercises  in  my  youth,  and  I 
had  not  yet  forgot  it.  Then  he  gave  me  a 
bow  and  arrows,  and  taking  me  behind  him 
upon  an  elephant,  carried  me  to  a  vast  fo- 
rest some  leagues  from  the  town.  We  went 
a  great  way  into  the  forest,  and  when  he 
thought  fit  to  stop,  he  bid  me  alight ;  then 
showing  me  a  great  tree,  "  Climb  up  that 
tree,"  said  he,  "  and  shoot  at  the  elephants 
as  you  see  them  pass  by,  for  there  is  a  pro- 
digious number  of  them  in  this  forest,  and  if 
any  of  them  fall,  come  and  give  me  notice  of 
it."  Having  spoken  thus,  he  left  me  victuals, 
and  returned  to  the  town,  and  I  continued 
upon  the  tree  all  night. 

I  saw  no  elephant  during  that  time,  but 
next  morning,  as  soon  as  the  sun  was  up,  I 
saw  a  gi-eat  number.  I  shot  several  arrows 
among  them,  and  at  last  one  of  the  elephants 
fell ;  tlie  rest  retired  immediately,  and  left 
me  at  liberty  to  go  and  acf[uaint  my  patron 
with  my  booty.  When  I  had  told  him  the 
news,  he  gave  me  a  good  meal,  commended 
my  dexterity,  and  caressed  me  highly.  We 
went  afterwards  together  to  the  forest,  where 
we  dug  a  hole  for  the  elephant ;  my  patron 
designing  to  return  when  it  was  rotten,  and 
to  take  its  teeth,  &c.,  to  trade  with. 

1  continued  this  game  for  two  months, 
niul  killed  an  elephant  every  day,  getting 


sometimes  u]inn  one  tree,  and  sometimes 
mion  another.  One  morning,  as  I  looked 
for  the  elephants,  I  perceived,  with  an  ex- 
treme amazement,  that,  instead  of  passing 
by  me  across  the  forest  as  usual,  they  stop- 
ped, and  came  to  me  with  a  horrible  noise, 
in  such  a  number  that  the  earth  was  covered 
with  them,  and  shook  under  them.  They 
encompassed  the  tree  where  I  was,  with 
their  trunks  extended,  and  their  eyes  all 
fixed  upon  me.  At  this  frightful  spectacle 
I  continued  immovable,  and  was  so  much 
frightened,  that  my  bow  and  arrows  fell  out 
of  my  hand. 

My  fears  were  not  in  vain ;  for  after  the 
elephants  had  stared  upon  me  some  time, 
one  of  the  largest  of  them  put  his  tnnik 
round  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  pulled  so 
strong  that  he  plucked  it  up,  and  threw  it 
on  the  ground  ;  I  fell  with  the  tree,  and  tlie 
elephant  taking  me  up  with  his  trunk,  laid 
me  on  his  back,  where  I  sat  more  like  one 
dead  than  alive,  with  my  quiver  on  my  shoul- 
der. He  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  rest, 
who  followed  him  in  troops,  and  carried  me 
to  a  place  where  he  laid  me  down  oji  the 
ground,  and  retired  with  all  his  companions. 
Conceive,  if  you  can,  the  condition  1  was  in  : 
I  thought  myself  to  be  in  a  dream.  At  last, 
after  having  lain  some  time,  and  seeing  the 
elephants  gone,  T  got  up,  and  found  I  was 
iipon  a  long  and  broad  hill,  covered  all  over 
with  the  bones  and  teeth  of  elephants.  I 
confess  to  you,  that  this  object  furnished  me 
with  abundance  of  retlections.  I  admired 
the  instinct  of  those  animals.  I  doubted  not 
but  that  was  their  burying-place,  and  that 
they  carried  me  thither  on  purpose  to  tell 
me  that  1  should  forbear  to  persecute  them, 
since  I  did  it  only  for  their  teeth.  I  did  not 
stay  on  the  hill,  Ijut  turned  towards  the  city, 
and,  after  liaving  ti-avelled  a  day  and  a 
night,  I  came  to  my  patron.  I  met  no  ele- 
phant in  my  way,  which  made  me  think 
they  had  retired  farther  into  the  forest,  to 
leave  me  at  liberty  to  come  back  to  the  hill 
withoiit  any  obstacle. 

As  soon  as  my  patron  saw  me,    "Ah,  poor 
Sindbad,"  said  he,    "I  was  in  great  trouble 
to  know  what  had  become  of  you.     T  have 
been  at   the  forest,   where  I  found  a  tree  | 
newly  puUed  iip,  and  a  bow  and  arrows  on  j 
the  ground ;  and  after  having  sought  for  you  | 
in  vain,  I  despaired  of  ever  seeing  you  more.  I 
Pray  tell  me  what  befell  you,  and  by  what 
good  hap  thou  art  still  alive."    I  satisfied  his 
curiosity,  and  going  both  of  us  next  morn- 
ing to  the  hill,  he  found  to  his  great  joy  that 
wiiat  T  had  told  him  was  true.     We  loaded 
the  elephant  upon  which  we  came  with  as 
many  teeth  as  he  coTild  carry;  and  when  we 
were  returned,    "Brother,"  said  my  jiatron,  i 
"  for  I  will  treat  you  no  more  as  my  slave,  j 
after  having  made  such  a  discovery  as  will  ! 
cnricli  me,  God  bless  you  with  all  happiness  j 
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and  jirospuiifc^-.  I  ileclare  Ijcfore  him  tliat  T 
give  you  your  liberty.  1  concealed  from  you 
•vvliat  I  am  now  going  to  tell  you. 

"  The  elejihants  of  oui-  forest  have  every 
year  killed  lis  a  great  many  slaves,  -whom  we 
sent  to  seek  ivory.  For  all  the  cautions  we 
coidd  give  them,  those  crafty  animals  killed 
them  one  time  or  other.  God  has  delivered 
you  from  their  fury,  and  has  bestowed  that 
favour  upon  you  only.  It  is  a  sign  that  he 
loves  you,  and  has  use  for 
your  service  in  the  world. 
You  have  procured  me  in- 
credible gain.  We  coidd 
not  have  ivory  formerly,  but 
by  exposing  the  lives  of  our 
slaves,  and  now  our  whole 
city  is  enriched  by  your 
means.  Do  not  think  I  pre- 
tend to  have  rewarded  you 
by  giving  you  your  liberty; 
T  will  also  give  you  consider- 
able riches.  I  could  engage 
aU  our  city  to  contribute  to- 
wards making  your  fortxme, 
but  I  will  have  the  glory  of 
doing  it  myself." 

To  this  obliging  discourse 
I  repUed,  "  Patron,  God  pre- 
eer\'e  you.  Your  giving  me 
my  liberty  is  enough  to  dis- 
charge what  you  owe  me, 
and  I  desii-e  no  other  reward 
for  the  service  1  had  the  good 
foi-tune  to  do  to  you  and  yoiir 
city  but  leave  to  retiu'n  to 
my  own  country."  "  Very 
well,"  sai<l  he,  "the  mon- 
soon* will  in  a  little  time 
bring  ships  for  ivory.  I  will 
send  you  home  then,  and 
give  yoii  wherewith  to  bear 
your  charges. "  I  thanked  him 
again  for  my  liberty,  and  his 
good  intentions  towards  me. 
T  stayed  with  him,  expecting 
the  monsoon;  and  dm'ing 
that  time,  we  made  so  many 
journeys  to  the  hill,  that  we 
filled  all  our  warehouses  with 
ivory.  The  other  merchants, 
who  traded  in  it,  did  the  same 
thing,  for  it  coidd  not  be  long 
concealed  from  them.  At 
these  words  Scheherazade,  pei'ceiving  day, 
broke  off,  but  resumed  the  st  >ry  next  night. 


The  Ninetieth  Night. 

Sir,  said  she  to  the  siUtan  of  the  Indies,  Sind- 
bad  went  on  with  his  seventh  voyage  thus: — 


*  A  regular  wind  that  Ijlows  six  raontlw  from  the 
east  and  as  many  from  the  west. 


The  ships  arrived  at  last,  and  my  patruii 
hiiaself  having  made  choice  of  the  ship 
wherein  I  was  to  embark,  he  loaded  half  of 
it  with  ivory  on  my  accoimt,  he  laid  in  pro- 
visions in  abundance  for  my  passage,  aad 
besides  obliged  me  to  accept  a  present  of 
the  curiosities  of  the  country,  of  groat  value. 
After  I  had  returned  him  a  thousand  thanks 
for  all  his  favoiirs,  I  went  aboard.  We  set 
sail;  and  ss  the  adventure  which  procured 
me  this  h))erty  was  very  ex- 
traordinary, I  had  it  continu- 
ally in  my  thoughts. 

We  stopped  at  some  islands 
to  take  in  fresh  provisions. 
Our  vessel  being  come  to  a 
port  on  the  mainland  iu  the 
Indies,  we  touched  there,  and 
not  being  willing  to  venture 
by  sea  to  Balsora,  I  landed 
my  projiortion  of  the  ivory, 
resolving  to  proceed  on  my 
journey  by  land.  I  made 
vast  sums  of  my  ivory,  I 
bought  several  rarities,  which 
I  intended  for  presents,  and 
./  when  my  equipage  was  got 
ready,  I  set  out  in  company 
of  a  large  caravan  of  mer- 
chants. I  was  a  long  time 
on  the  way,  and  suffered  very 
much,  but  endured  all  with 
patience,  when  I  considered 
that  I  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  seas,  from  pirates, 
from  servients,  nor  from  the 
other  perils  I  had  imdergone. 
All  these  fatigues  ended 
at  last,  and  I  came  safe  to 
Bagdad.  I  went  immediate- 
ly to  wait  ujion  the  caliph, 
and  gave  him  an  account  of 
my  embassy.  That  prince 
told  me  he  had  been  uneasy, 
by  reason  I  was  so  long  iu 
returning,  but  that  he  always 
hoped  God  would  preserve 
me.  When  I  told  him  of  the 
adventure  of  the  elephants, 
he  seemed  to  be  much  sur- 
prised at  it,  and  would  never 
have  given  any  credit  to  it 
had  he  not  known  my  sin- 
cerity. He  reckoned  this 
story  and  the  other  relations  I  had  .given 
him  to  be  so  ciuious,  that  he  ordered  one 
of  his  secretaries  to  wi-ite  them  in  charac- 
ters of  gold,  and  lay  them  up  in  his  trea- 
sury. I  retired  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
honours  I  received  and  the  presents  which 
he  gave  me ;  and  after  that  I  gave  myself  up 
wholly  to  my  family,  kindred,  and  friends. 
Sindbad  here  finished  the  relation  of  his 
seventh  and  last  voyage,  and  then,  address- 
ing himself  to   Huidbad,   "Well,   friend," 
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said  he,  "did  you  evoi-  hoar  of  any  person 
that  suffered  so  much  as  I  have  done,  or  of 
any  mortal  that  has  gone  through  so  many 
periJexitJes' 


Is  it  not  reasonable  that,  after 


all  this,  I  should  enjoy  a  (^ur  t  and  pleasant 
life?"  Ashe  said  this,  Hindbad  drew  near  to 
him,  and  kissing  his  hand,  said,  "I  must  ac- 
knowledge, sir,  that  you  have  gone,  throufj,h 


torrilile  dangers ;  my  troubles  are  not  com- 
parable to  yours :  if  they  afflict  me  for  a 
time,  I  comfort  myself  with  the  thoughts 
of  the  profits  I  get  by  them.  You  not  only 
deserve  a  quiet  life,  but  are  woi-thy  besides 
of  all  the  riches  you  enjoy,  because  you 
make  such  a  good  and  generous  use  of  them. 
May  you  therefore  contiuiie  to  live  in  hap- 
piness and  joy  to  the  day  of  your  death." 
tSindbad  gave  him  a  hundred  sequins  more, 
received  him  into  the  number  of  his  friends, 
and  desired  him  to  quit  his  porter's  employ- 
ment, and  come  and  dine  every  day  with 
him,  that  he  might  all  his  days  have  reason 
to  remember  Siudbad  the  sailor. 

.Scheherazade  perceiving  it  was  not  yet 
daj',  continued  her  discourse,  and  began  an- 
other story. 

THE  THREE  APPLES. 

Sir,  said  she,  I  have  already  had  the 
honour  to  entertain  your  majesty  with  a 
ramble  which  the  caliph  Haroun  Alraschid 
made  one  night  from  his  palace;  I  must 
give  you  an  account  of  one  more. 

This  prince  one  day  commanded  the  grand 
vizier  Giafar  to  come  to  his  palace  the  night 
following.  "Vizier,"  said  he,  "I  will  take 
a  walk  round  the  town,  to  inform  myself 
Avhat  peojile  say,  and  particularly  how  they 
are  pleased  with  my  officers  of  justice.  If 
there  be  any  against  whom  they  have  reason 
of  just  complauit,  we  wdl  turn  them  out, 
and  i)ut  others  in  their  stead,  who  shall 
officiate  better.  If,  on  the  contrary,  there 
be  any  that  have  gained  their  applause,  we 
will  have  that  esteem  for  them  which  they 
deserve."  The  grand  vizier  being  come  to 
the  palace  at  the  hour  appointed,  the  caKph, 


he,  and  Mcsrour  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs, 
disguised  themselves  so  as  they  coidd  not  be 
known,  and  went  out  all  three  together. 

They  passed  through  several  places,  and 
by  several  markets ;  and  as  they  entered  a 
small  street,  they  perceived,  by  the  light  of 
the  moon,  a  tall  man,  with  a  white  beard, 
who  carried  nets  on  his  head,  and  a  club  in 
his  hand.  "The  old  man,"  said  the  calijih, 
"does  not  seem  to  be  rich;  let  us  go  to 
him,  and  inquire  into  his  circumstances." 
"Honest  man,"  said  the  vizier,  "who  art 
thou?"  The  old  man  replied,  "  Sir,  I  am  a 
fisher,  but  one  of  the  poorest  and  most 
miserable  of  the  trade;  I  went  from  my 
house  about  noon  to  go  a  fishing,  and  from 
that  time  to  this  I  have  not  been  able  to 
catch  one  fish ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  have 
a  wife  and  small  children,  and  nothing  to 
maintain  them,"' 

The  caliph,  moved  with  compassion,  said 
to  the  fisherman,  "Hast  thou  the  courage 
to  go  back  and  cast  thy  net  once  more?  We 
will  give  thee  a  hundred  sequins  for  what 
thou  shalt  bring  up."  At  this  projiosal,  the 
fisherman,  forgetting  all  his  day's  tod,  took 
the  caliph  at  his  word ;  and,  with  him,  Gia- 
far and  Mesrour,  returned  to  the  Tigris ;  he 
saying  to  himself :  "These  gentlemen  seem 
to  be  too  honest  and  reasonable  not  to  re- 
ward my  pains;  and  if  they  give  me  the 
hundredth  part  of  what  they  promise  me,  it 
will  be  a  great  deah" 

They  came  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and 
the  fisherman  throwing  in  his  net,  when  he 
drew  it  again,  brought  up  a  trunk,  close 
shut,  and  very  heavy.  'The  caliph  made 
the  grand  vizier  pay  him  a  hundred  sequins 
immediately,  and  sent  him  away.  Mesrom-, 
by  his  master's  orders,  cai'ried  the  trunk  on 
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liis  sliouJder;  aud  the  caliph  was  so  very- 
eager  to  know  what  was  in  it,  that  he  re- 
turned to  the  palace  with  all  S2:)ced.  When 
the  trunk  was  opened,  they  found  in  it  a 
large  basket  made  of  palm-leaves,  shut  up, 
and  the  covering  of  it  sewed  with  red  thread. 
To  satisfy  the  caliph's  impatience,  they 
would  not  take  time  to  unrip  it,  Lut  cut  the 
thread  with  a  knife,  and  they  took  out  of 
the  basket  a  bvmdle  wrapt  up  in  a  sorry 
jiiece  of  hanging,  and  bound  about  with  a 
rope;  which  being  untied,  and  the  bundle 
opened,  they  found,  to  their  great  amaze- 
ment, the  corpse  of  a  young  lady,  whiter 
than  snow,  all  cut  in  pieces. 

Scheherazade  stopped  here,  because  she 
saw  it  was  day,  and  next  night  continued  it 
thus  :— 


The  Ninety-First  Night. 

Sip.,  your  majesty  may  imagine  a  great  deal 
better  than  I  am  able  to  express  it,  the 
astonishment  of  the  caliph  at  this  dreadful 
spectacle.  His  surprise  was  instantly  changed 
into  passion,  and  darting  an  angry  look  at 
the  vizier,  "Ah!  thoii  wretch, "  said  he,  "is 
this  your  inspection  into  the  actions  of  my 
people  ?  Do  they  commit  such  impious  mur- 
ders under  thy  ministry  in  my  capital  city, 
and  throw  xay  subjects  into  the  Tigris,  that 
thejf  may  cry  for  vengeance  against  me  at 
the  day  of  judgment?  If  thou  dost  not 
si^eedily  revenge  the  murder  of  this  woman, 
by  the  death  of  her  murderer,  I  swear  by 
Heaven,  that  I  v.ill  cause  thee  to  be  hanged, 
and  forty  more  of  thy  kindred."  "Com- 
mander of  the  faithfid,"  rejjlied  the  grand 
vizier,  "  I  beg  your  majesty  to  grant  me  time 
to  make  inquiry."  "  I  will  allow  thee  no 
more,"  said  the  caliph,  "  than  three  days ; 
j  therefore  thou  must  look  to  it." 
I  The  ATzier  Giafar  went  home  in  great  con- 
!  fusion  of  mind.  "Alas  !  "  said  he,  how  is  it 
possible  that  in  such  a  vast  and  popidous 
city  as  Bagdad,  I  should  be  able  to  detect  a 
murderer,  who  imdoubtedly  committed  the 
crime  without  witness,  and  perhaps  may  be 
already  gone  from  hence  ?  Any  other  but  I 
would  take  some  wretched  ]jerson  out  of 
prison,  and  cause  him  to  die,  to  satisfy  the 
caliph;  but  I  will  not  burden  my  conscience 
with  such  a  barl^arous  action  ;  T  will  rather 
die  than  save  my  life  at  that  rate." 

He  ordered  the  officers  of  the  i)olice  and 
justice  to  make  strict  search  for  the  crimi- 
nal ;  they  sent  their  servants  about,  and  they 
themselves  were  not  idle,  for  they  were  no 
less  concerned  in  this  matter  than  the  vizier. 
But  all  their  endeavours  amounted  to  no- 
thing ;  what  pains  soever  they  took  they 
could  not  find  out  the  murderer  ;  so  that  the 
vizier  concluded  his  life  to  be  gone,  unless 
some  remarkable  providence  hinder  it. 


The  third  day  being  come,  an  officer  came 
to  this  unfortunate  minister  with  a  sum- 
mons to  foUow  him,  which  the  vizier  obeyed. 
The  caliph  asked  him  for  the  murderer.  He 
answered  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "Com- 
mander of  the  faithful,  I  have  not  found  any 
l)erson  that  coidd  give  me  the  least  account 
of  him."  The  caliph,  full  of  fury  and  rage, 
gave  him  many  reproachful  words,  and  or- 
dered that  he  and  forty  Bermecides  *  more 
should  be  hanged  w^  at  the  gate  of  the 
palace. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  gibbets  were  pre- 
l^aring,  and  orders  were  sent  to  seize  forty 
Bermecides  more  in  their  houses :  a  public 
crier  was  sent  about  the  city  to  cry  thus,  by 
the  calijjh's  order: — "  Those  who  have  a  de- 
sire to  see  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  hanged, 
and  forty  more  Bermecides  of  his  kindred, 
let  them  come  to  the  square  before  the 
palace." 

When  all  things  were  ready,  the  criminal 
judge,  and  a  great  many  officers  belonging 
to  the  palace,  brought  out  the  grand  A'izier, 
with  the  forty  Bermecides,  and  set  each  of 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  gibbet  designed  for 
them;  and  a  rope  was  put  about  each  of 
their  necks.  The  multitude  of  people  that 
filled  the  square  could  not  \vithout  grief  and 
tears  behold  this  tragical  sight ;  for  the 
grand  vizier  and  the  Bermecides  were  loved 
and  honoured  on  account  of  their  probity, 
Ijounty,  and  impartiality,  not  only  in  Bag- 
dad, but  through  all  the  dominions  of  the 
caliph. 

Nothing  could  prevent  the  execution  of 
this  j^rince's  too  severe  and  irrevocable 
sentence  ;  and  the  lives  of  the  most  honest 
people  in  the  city  were  just  going  to  be  taken 
away,  when  a  yoimg  man  of  handsome  mien, 
and  good  apparel,  pressed  through  the  crowd 
till  he  came  where  the  grand  vizier  was,  and 
after  he  had  kissed  his  hand,  said,  "Most 
excellent  vizier,  chief  of  the  emirs  of  this 
court,  and  comforter  of  the  poor,  you  are 
not  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  you  stand 
here.  Withdraw,  and  let  me  expiate  the 
death  of  the  lady  that  was  thrown  into  the 
Tigris.  It  was  I  who  murdered  her,  and  I 
deser\-e  to  be  punished  for  it." 

Though  these  words  occasioned  great  joy 
to  the  vizier,  yet  he  could  not  but  pity  the 
young  man,  in  whose  look  he  saw  some- 
thing that  instead  of  being  ominous  was  en- 
gaging ;  but  as  he  was  about  to  answer  liini, 
a  tall  man,  pretty  well  in  years,  who  had 
likewise  forced  his  way  through  the  crowd, 
came  up  to  him,  saying,  "  Sir,  do  not  believe 
what  this  young  man  tells  you;  I  killed 
tliat  lady  who  was  found  in  the  trunk,  and 
this  punishment  ought  only  to  fall  u]ion  me. 
I  conjiu-e  you  in  the  name  of  God  not  to  pun- 


*  The  Bermecides  were  a  family  that  came  out  of 
Persia,  and  of  them  the  grand  vizier  was  descended. 
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ish  tlic  innocent  for  the  giiilty."  "Sir," 
said  tiio  yonng  man  to  the  vizier,  "I  do  pro- 
test that  I  am  he  who  committed  tliis  vile  act, 
and  nobody  else  had  any  liaud  in  it."  "My 
son,"  said  the  old  man,  "it  is  despair  that 
brought  yon  hither,  and  yon  woidd  antici- 
pate your  destiny.  I  have  lived  a  long  time 
in  the  world,  and  it  is  time  for  me  to  be 
gone  ;  let  me,  therefore,  sacrifice  my  life  for 
yours."  "Sir,"  said  he  again  to  the  vizier, 
"  I  tell  you  once  more  I  am  the  murderer; 
let  me  die  without  any  more  ado." 

The  controversy  l)etween  the  old  man  and 
the  young  one  obliged  the  grand  vizier  Gia- 
far  to  carry  them  both  before  the  caliph, 
■which  the  judge  criminal  consented  to,  be- 
ing very  glad  to  serve  the  vizier.  When  he 
came  before  the  prince,  he  kissed  the  ground 
seven  times,  and  spake  after  this  manner : 
"  Commander  of  the  faithful,  I  have  brought 
here  before  your  majesty  this  old  man  and 
this  young  man,  who  both  confess  them- 
selves to  be  the  sole  murderers  of  the  lady  '' 
Then  the  calijih  asked  the  criminals  which 
of  them  it  was  that  so  cruelly  murdered  the 
lady,  and  threw  her  into  the  Tigris.  The 
3'oung  man  assured  him  it  was  he,  but  the 
old  man  maintained  the  contrary.  "Go," 
said  the  caliph  to  the  grand  vizier,  "and 
cause  them  both  to  be  hanged."  "But,  sir," 
said  the  vizier,  "if  only  one  of  them  be 
guilty,  it  woidd  be  unjust  to  take  the  lives 
of  both."  At  these  words  the  young  man 
spoke  again, — "I  swear  by  the  great  God 
who  has  raised  the  heavens  so  high,  that  1  am 
the  man  who  killed  the  lady,  cut  her  in  quar- 
ters, and  threw  her  into  the  Tigris  about  four 
days  ago.  I  renounce  my  part  of  happiness 
amongst  the  just  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
if  what  T  say  be  not  true ;  therefore  I  am  he 
that  ought  to  suffer."  The  caliph  being  sur- 
prised at  this  oath,  believed  him,  especially 
since  the  old  man  made  no  answer  to  this. 
Whereupon,  turning  to  the  young  man, 
"  Thou  wretch,"  said  he,  "  what  was  it  that 
made  thee  commit  that  detestaljle  crime,  and 
what  is  it  that  moves  thee  to  offer  thyself 
voluntarily  to  die."  "  Commander  of  the 
faithful,"  said  he,  "if  all  that  has  passed 
between  that  lady  and  me  were  set  dov«i  in 
writing,  it  would  l)e  a  history  that  might  be 
very  usef id  for  other  men."  "I  command 
thee,  then,  to  relate  it,"  said  the  caliph.  The 
young  man  obeyed,  and  began.  His  history 
was  thus  : — 

Scheherazade  would  have  gone  on,  but 
she  was  obliged  to  defer  it  to  the  night  fol- 
lowing.   ■ 


The  Ninety-Second  Night. 

ScHAURTAR  prevented  the  sidtanesa,  and  de- 
sired to  know  what  was  the  young  man's 


speech  to  Haroun  Alraschid.      Sir,  said  Sche- 
herazade, the  words  he  spoke  were  these : — 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  LADY  THAT  WAS  MUR- 
DERED, AND  OF  THE  YOUNG  MAN  HER 
HUSBAND. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  your  majesty 
may  be  pleased  to  know  that  this  murdered 
lady  was  my  wife,  the  daughter  of  this  old 
man  you  see  here,  who  is  my  own  iniele  by 
the  father's  side.  She  was  not  above  twelve 
years  old  when  he  gave  her  to  me,  and  it  is 
now  eleven  years  ago.  I  have  three  chddreu 
by  her,  all  boys,  yet  alive;  and  I  must  do 
her  that  justice  to  say,  that  she  never  gave 
me  the  least  occasion  for  offence.  She  was 
chaste,  of  good  behaviour,  and  made  it  her 
whole  business  to  i)lease  me ;  and,  for  my 
part,  I  loved  her  entirely,  and  rather  pre- 
vented her  in  granting  anything  she  desired, 
than  opposed  it. 

About  two  months  ago  she  fell  sick ;  T 
took  all  imaginable  care  of  her,  and  sjiared 
nothing  that  could  procure  her  a  speedy  re- 
covery. After  a  month  she  began  to  grow 
better,  and  had  a  mind  to  go  to  the  bath. 
Before  she  went  out  of  the  house,  "Cousin," 
said  she,  (for  so  she  used  to  call  me  out  of 
familiarity,)  "I  long  for  some  ajiples; — if 
you  would  get  me  any,  you  would  please  me 
extremely.  I  have  longed  for  them  a  great 
while;  and  I  must  own  it  is  come  to  that 
height,  that  if  I  be  not  satisfied  very  soon,  I 
fear  some  misfortune  will  befall  me."  "With 
all  my  heart,"  said  I;  "I  will  do  all  that  is 
in  my  power  to  make  you  easy." 

I  went  immediately  round  all  the  markets 
and  shojis  in  the  town  to  seek  for  apjiles, 
but  T  could  not  get  one,  though  I  offered  to 
pay  a  sequin  a-piece.  I  returned  home  very 
much  dissatisfied  at  my  disappointment ;  and 
for  my  wife,  when  she  returned  from  the 
bagnio,  and  saw  no  apples,  she  became  so 
very  imeasy,  that  she  could  not  sleep  all 
night.  I  got  up  betimes  in  the  morning, 
and  went  thi'ough  all  the  gardens,  but  had 
no  better  success  than  the  day  before ;  only 
I  happened  to  meet  an  old  gardener,  who 
told  me  that  all  my  pains  would  signify  no- 
thing, for  I  could  not  expect  to  find  apples 
any  where  but  in  your  majesty's  garden  at 
Balsora.  As  I  loved  my  wife  passionately, 
and  would  not  have  any  neglect  to  satisfy 
her  chargeable  upon  me,  I  dressed  myself  in 
a  traveller's  habit,  and,  after  1  had  told  her 
my  design,  I  went  to  Balsora,  and  made  my 
journey  with  so  great  diligence,  that  I  re- 
turned at  the  end  of  fifteen  days,  with  three 
apples,  wdiich  cost  me  a  sequin  a-piece : 
there  were  no  more  left  in  the  garden,  so 
that  the  gardener  woidd  not  let  me  have 
them  cheaper.  As  soon  as  I  came  home,  T 
presented  them  to  my  wife ;  but  her  longing 
was  over,  so  she  satisfied  herself  with  re- 
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ceiving  them,  and  laid  them  down  by  her. 
In  the  meantime  she  continued  sickly,  and 
I  knew  not  what  remedy  to  get  for  her. 

Some  few  days  after  I  returned  from  my 
journey,  I  was  sitting  in 
my  shop  in  the  public  place 
where  all  sorts  of  fine  stuffs 
are  sold,  and  saw  an  ugly, 
taU,  black  slave  come  in  with 
an  ajjple  in  his  hand,  which 
I  knew  to  be  one  of  those  I 
had  brought  from  Balsora. 
I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  it, 
because  I  was  certain  there 
was  not  one  to  be  had  in  all 
Bagdad,  nor  in  any  of  the 
gai-dens  about  it.  I  called  to 
him  and  said,  "  Good  slave, 
prithee  tell  me  where  thou 
hadst  this  apple. "  "  It  is  a 
present,"  said  he,  smiling, 
"  from  my  mistress.  I  went 
to  see  her  to-day,  and  foimd 
her  out  of  order.  I  saw 
three  apples  lying  by  her, 
and  asked  her  where  she  had 
them.  She  told  me  the  good 
man  her  husband  had  made 
a  fortnight's  journey  on  pur- 
pose for  them,  and  brought 
them  her.  We  had  a  colla- 
tion together;  and  when  I 
took  my  leave  of  her,  I 
brought  away  this  apple  that 
you  see." 

This  discourse  put  me  out 
of  my  senses.  I  rose,  shut  up 
my  shop,  ran  home  Avith  all 
speed,  and,  going  to  my  wife's 
chamber,  looked  immediately 
for  the  apples;  and  seeing 
only  a  couple,  asked  what  was 
become  of  the  third.  Then 
my  wife,  turning  her  head  to 
the  place  where  the  apples 
lay,  and  perceiving  there  were 
but  two,  answered  me  coldly, 
"  Cousin,  I  know  not  what  is  become  of  it." 
At  this  answer  I  did  verily  beheve  what 
the  slave  told  me  to  be  true;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  giving  myself  iip  to  madness 
and  jealousy,  I  drew  my  knife  from  my 
girdle,  and  tlinist  it  into  the  imfoi-tunate 
creature's  throat.  I  afterwards  cut  off  her 
head  and  divided  her  body  into  foiu*  quar- 
ters, wliich  I  packed  up  in  a  bundle,  and 
hiding  it  in  a  basket,  sewed  it  up  •with  a 
thread  of  red  yarn,  put  altogether  in  a  trunk, 
and  when  night  came,  I  carwed  it  on  my 
shoulder  down  to  the  Tigris,  where  I  sunk  it. 

The  two  youngest  of  my  children  were 
already  put  to  bed  and  asleep,  the  thii-d  was 
gone  abroad;  but  at  my  return,  I  found 
him  sitting  by  my  gate,  weeping  very  sore. 
I  asked  him  the  reason : — "Father,"  said  he. 


"  I  took  this  morning  from  my  mother,  with- 
out her  knowledge,  one  of  those  three  apijlea 
you  brought  her,  and  I  kept  it  a  long  while ; 
but,  as  I  was  playing  some  time  ago  with 
•ny   little     brother     in    the 
street,  a  taU  slave  that  went 
by   snatched   it    out  of    my 
hands,    and  carried  it  with 
""  him.     I   ran  after  him,    de- 

manding it  back,  and  besides 
told  him,  that  it  belonged  to 
my  mother,  who  was  sick, 
and  that  you  had  made  a 
fortnight's  journey  to  fetch 
it;  but  all  to  no  purjiose — 
he  would  not  restore  it.  And 
as  I  still  followed  him,  ci-y- 
ing  out,  he  turned  and  beat 
me,  and  then  ran  away  as 
fast  as  he  could  from  one  lane 
To  another,  till  at  length  I 
Li.-jt  sight  of  him.  I  have 
since  been  walking  withoiit 
the  town,  expecting  yoiu-  re- 
turn, to  pray  you,  dear  father, 
not  to  tell  my  mother  of  it, 
lest  it  shoiild  make  her 
worse."  And  when  he  had 
eaid  these  words,  he  fell  a 
weeping  again  more  bitterly 
than  before. 

My  son's  discourse  afflicted 
me  beyond  all  measure.  I 
then  found  myself  guilty  of 
an  enormous  crime,  and  re- 
pented too  late  of  having  so 
easily  believed  the  calumnies 
of  a  wretched  slave,  who, 
from  what  he  had  learnt  of  my 
son,  invented  that  fatal  lie. 

My  uncle  here  present 
came  just  at  the  time  to  see 
his  daughter;  but  instead  of 
finding  her  ahve,  understood 
from  me  that  she  was  dead, 
for  I  concealed  nothing  from 
him ;  and,  without  staying 
for  his  censure,  declared  myself  the  greatest 
criminal  in  the  world. 

Upon  this,  instead  of  reproaching  me,  he 
joined  his  tears  with  mine,  and  we  wept 
three  days  together  without  intermission; 
he  for  the  loss  of  a  daughter  whom  he  always 
loved  tenderly,  and  I  for  the  loss  of  a  dear 
wife,  of  Avhoni  I  had  dejirived  myself  after 
so  cruel  a  manner,  by  giving  too  easy  credit 
to  the  report  of  a  lying  slave. 

This,  commander  of  the  faitlifid,  is  the 
sincere  confession  your  majesty  commanded 
from  me.  You  have  heard  now  aU  the  cir- 
cumstances of  my  crime,  and  I  most  hum- 
bly beg  of  you  to  order  the  punishment  due 
for  it ;  how  severe  soever  it  may  be,  I  shall 
not  in  the  least  complain,  but  esteem  it  too 
easy  and  gentle. 


THE  LADY  THAT  WAS  MURDERED. 
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Schclierazailo  perceiving  day,  left  off 
Bpoakiui^-,  but  uext  night  pixrsuecl  her  dis- 
course thus- : — 


The  Ninety-Third  Night. 

81K,  said  she,  the  caliph  was  very  much 
astonislied  at  the  young  man's  relation.  But 
tliis  just  i^rince,  finding  he  was  rather  to 
be  pitied  than  condemned,  began  to  speak 
in  his  favoiir  :  "  This  young  man's  crime," 
said  he,  "  is  i)ardonable  before  God,  and  ex- 
cusable with  men.  The  wicked  slave  is  the 
sole  cause  of  this  murder — it  is  he  alone  that 
must  be  imnished ;  wherefore,  said  he,  look- 
ing ui)on  the  grand  vizier,  I  give  you  three 
days'  time  to  find  him  out;  if  you  do  not 
bring  him  within  that  space,  j^ou  shall  die 
in  his  stead."  The  unfortunate  Giafai-,  who 
thought  himself  now  out  of  danger,  was  ter- 
ribly perplexed  at  this  new  order  of  the  caliph ; 
but  as  he  durst  not  return  any  answer  to 
this  jirince,  whose  hasty  temper  he  knew  too 
well,  he  departed  from  his  presence,  and  re- 
tired to  his  house  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  per- 
suading himself  he  had  but  three  days  to 
live ;  for  he  was  so  fuUy  jiersuaded  that  he 
should  not  find  the  slave,  that  he  made  not 
the  least  inquiry  about  him.  "  Is  it  possible, " 
said  he,  "  that  in  such  a  city  as  Bagdad,  where 
there  is  an  infinite  number  of  negro  slaves,  I 
should  be  able  to  find  him  out  that  is  guilty  ? 
So  that  unless  God  be  pleased  to  bring  it 
about,  as  he  hath  already  detected  the  mur- 
derer, nothing  can  save  my  life." 

He  spent  the  two  first  days  in  mourning 
with  his  family,  who  sat  round  him,  weeping 
and  complaining  of  the  caliph's  criielty. 
The  third  day  bemg  come,  he  prepared  him- 
self to  die  with  courage  as  an  honest  mi- 
nister, and  one  that  had  nothing  to  trouble 
liis  conscience  ;  he  sent  for  notaries  and  wit- 
nesses, who  signed  the  last  will  he  made  in 
their  presence.  After  which  he  took  leave 
of  his  wife  and  children,  and  bade  them  the 
last  fareweU.  All  his  family  were  drowned 
in  tears,  so  that  there  never  was  a  more  sor- 
rowful si)ectacle.  At  last  the  messenger 
came  from  the  caliph  to  tell  him  that  he  was 
out  of  all  patience,  having  heard  nothing 
from  him,  nor  concerning  the  negro  slave 
which  he  had  commanded  him  to  search  for : 
' '  I  am  therefore  ordered, "  said  he,  ' '  to  bring 
you  before  his  throne."  The  afflicted  A-izier 
made  ready  to  follow  the  messenger ;  but  as 
he  was  going  out,  they  brought  him  his 
youngest  daughter,  about  five  or  six  years 
of  age.  The  nurses  that  attended  her  pre- 
sented her  to  her  father  to  receive  his  last 
blessing. 

As  he  had  a  particular  love  for  that  child, 
he  prayed  the  messenger  to  give  him  leave 
to  stop  for  a  moment  ;  and,  taking  his 
daughter  in  his  ai-ms,  he  kissed  her  several 


times.  As  he  kissed  her,  he  perceived  she 
had  somewhat  in  her  bosom  that  looked 
bulky,  and  had  a  sweet  scent.  "  My  dear 
little  one,"  said  he,  "  what  hast  thou  in  thy 
bosom?"  "My  dear  father,'' said  she,  "it 
is  an  apple  upon  which  is  written  the  name 
of  our  lord  and  master  the  caliph ;  our  slave 
llihan*  sold  it  me  for  two  sequins." 

At  these  words  a\rple  and  dave,  the  grand 
vizier  cried  out  with  surprise,  intermixed 
with  joy;  and  putting  his  hand  into  the 
child's  bosom,  pulled  out  the  apple.  He 
caused  the  slave,  who  was  not  far  off',  to  be 
brought  immediately:  and  when  he  came, 
"  E-ascal,"  said  he,  "  where  hadst  thou  this 
apple?"  "My  lord,"  said  the  slave,  "  I  swear 
to  you  that  I  neither  stole  it  in  your  house, 
nor  out  of  the  commander  of  the  faithfid's 
garden  ;  but  the  other  day,  as  T  was  going 
along  a  street,  where  three  or  four  small 
children  were  at  play,  one  of  them  having  it 
in  his  hand,  I  snatched  it  from  him,  and  car- 
ried it  away.  The  child  ran  after  me,  telling 
me  it  was  none  of  his  own,  but  belonged  to 
his  mother,  who  was  sick,  and  that  his  father, 
to  save  her  longing,  had  made  a  long  jour- 
ney, and  brought  home  thi-ee  apples,  whereof 
this  was  one,  which  he  had  taken  from  his 
mother  without  her  knowledge.  •  He  said 
what  he  coidd  to  make  me  give  it  him  back, 
but  I  woidd  not ;  and  so  I  brought  it  home, 
and  sold  it  for  two  sequins  to  the  little  lady 
your  daughter;  and  this  is  the  whole  truth 
of  the  matter." 

Giafar  coidd  not  enough  admire  how  the 
roguery  of  a  slave  had  been  the  cause  of  an 
iunocent  woman's  death,  and  almost  of  his 
own.  He  carried  the  slave  along  with  him; 
and  when  he  came  before  the  caliph,  he  gave 
that  jjrince  an  exact  account  of  all  that  the 
slave  had  told  him,  and  the  chance  that  haa 
brought  him  to  the  discovery  of  his  crime. 

Never  was  any  surprise  so  great  as  tliat 
of  the  caliph  ;  yet  he  could  not  prevent  him- 
self from  falling  into  excessive  fits  of  laugh- 
ter. At  last  he  recovered  himself,  and, 
with  a  serious  mien,  told  the  vizier,  that 
since  his  slave  had  been  the  occasion  of  a 
strange  accident,  he  deserved  an  exemplary 
punishment.  "  Sir,  I  must  own  it,"  said  the 
vizier,  "  but  his  guilt  is  not  irremissible.  I 
remember  a  strange  story  of  a  vizier  of  Cairo, 
called  Noureddin  Ali,t  and  Bedreddin  Has- 
san, J  of  Balsora;  and  since  your  majesty 
delights  to  hear  such  things,  I  am  ready  to 
teU  it,  upon  condition,  that  if  your  majesty 
finds  it  more  astonishing  than  that  which 
gives  me  occasion  to  tell  it,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  pardon  my  slave."     "  I  am  con- 


*  This  word  signifies  in  Arabic,  Basilick,  an  odori- 
ferous plant ;  and  the  Arabians  call  their  slaves  by 
this  name,  as  the  custom  in  France  is  to  give  the 
name  of  Jessamin  to  a  footman. 

t  Nonrediliusifrnifies  in  Arabic  the  light  of  religion. 

\  Uedreddiu  signifies  the  full  moon  of  religion. 
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tent,"  said  the  caliph;  "but  you  undertake 
a  hard  task,  for  I  do  not  believe  you  can 
save  yoiu-  slave,  the  story  of  the  apples  being 
so  very  singidar."  'Up(.>u  this,  Giafar  began 
his  story  thus  : — 

STOr.Y  OF  NOUEEDDIN  A  LI  ASD  LEDEEUDIN 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  there  was  in 
former  days  a  sidtan  of  Egyjit,  a  strict  ob- 
:  server  of  justice,  gracious,  merciful,  and  li- 
beral ;  and  his  valour  made  him  terrible  to 
i  his  neighbours.     He  loved  the  poor,  and  pro- 
tected the  learned,  -whom  he  advanced  to 
j  the    highest   dignities.     This   sultan  had  a 
I  vizier,  who   was    jirudent,   wise,   sagacious, 
I  and  well  versed  in  other  sciences.     This  mi- 
I  uister  had  two   sons,    very  handsome  men, 
and  who   in    everything   followed  his    own 
I  footsteps.     The    eldest  was    called    Schem- 
seddin*  Mohammed,  and  the  younger  Nou- 
i  reddiu  Ali.     The  last  especially  was  endowed 
with  all  the  good  qualities   that  any  man 
could  possess. 

The  vizier  their  father  being  dead,  the 
sultan  sent  for  them  ;  and,  after  he  had 
caused  them  both  to  put  on  the  usual  robes 
ofavizi-jr,  "I  am  as  sorry,"  said  he,  "for  the 
loss  of  your  father  as  you  yourselves  ;  and 
because  I  know  you  live  together,  and  love 
one  another  entirely,  T  will  1)estow  his  dig- 
nity upon  you  conjunctly.  Go,  and  imitate 
your  father's  conduct." 

The  two  new  viziers  humbly  thanked  the 
sultan,  and  Avent  home  to  then  house,  to 
make  due  preparation  for  their  father's  in- 
terment. They  did  not  go  abroad  for  a 
montli,  and  then  went  to  court,  where 
they  api)eared  continually  on  council  days. 
When  the  sidtan  went  out  a-huuting,  one 
of  the  brothers  went  along  with  him,  and 
this  honour  they  had  by  turns.  One  even- 
ing, as  they  were  talking  after  supjier,  the 
next  day  being  the  elder  brother's  turn  to  go 
a-hunting  with  the  sultan,  he  said  to  Lis 
younger  bi-other,  "Since  neither  of  us  is  yet 
married,  and  we  live  so  lovingly  together,  a 
thought  has  come  into  my  head  :  let  us  both 
niai  I V  in  one  day,  and  let  us  choose  two 
sistei  s  out  of  some  family  that  may  suit  our 
quality  ,■ — what  do  j'ou  think  of  this  fancj'?  " 
"I  must  tell  you,  brother,"  answered  Kou- 
reddin  Ali,  "that  it  is  very  suitable  to  our 
friendship — there  cannot  be  a  better  thought; 
for  my  part,  I  am  ready  to  agree  to  anything 
you  should  think  fit."  "Buthold,  this  isnot 
all,"  said  Schemseddin  Mohammed;  "my 
fancy  carries  me  farther  :  sujipose  both  our 
wives  should  conceive  the  first  night  of  om- 
marriage,  and  should  happen  to  be  brought  to 
Ijcd  on  one  day,  yours  of  a  son,  and  mine 
of   a  daughter — we  Avill  give  them  to  one 

»  Tliut  is  to  sii_v,  the  5UU  of  pjlisioa. 


another  in  marriage,  when  thej'  come  to 
age."  "Nay,"  said  Xoureddin  Ali,  aloud, 
"I  must  acknowledge  that  this  prospect  is 
admirable  ;  such  a  marriage  will  perfect  our 
union,  and  I  willingly  consent  to  it."  "But 
then,  brother,"  said  he  farther,  "if  this  mar- 
riage should  ha])pen,  woidd  you  exjjcct  that 
my  son  should  settle  a  jointure  on  your 
daughter  ? "  "  There  is  no  difficidty  in  that, ' 
readied  the  other;  "for  I  am  persuaded,  that, 
besides  the  usual  articles  of  the  marriage 
contract,  you  will  not  fail  to  promise,  in 
his  name,  at  least  three  thousand  sequins, 
three  good  manors,  and  three  slaves.  "  No," 
said  the  younger,  ' '  I  will  not  consent  to  that : 
are  v.-e  not  brethren,  and  equal  in  title  and 
dignity  ?  Do  not  you  and  I  both  know  what 
is  just  ?  The  male  being  nobler  than  the 
female,  it  is  your  part  to  give  a  large  dowry 
with  your  daughter.  By  what  I  perceive, 
you  are  a  man  that  would  have  your  busi- 
ness done  at  another  man's  charge." 

Although  Noureddiu  Ali  s^joke  these 
words  in  jest,  his  brother,  being  of  an  ill- 
temper,  was  offended  at  it;  and,  falling  into 
a  passion,  "A  mischief  upon  your  son,"  said 
he,  "since  you  jircfer  him  before  my  daugh- 
ter !  I  wonder  you  had  so  much  confidence 
as  to  believe  him  worthy  of  her ; — you  must 
needs  have  lost  your  judgment  to  think  you 
are  my  equal,  and  say  we  are  colleagues. 
I  woidd  have  you  to  know,  you  fool,  that 
since  you  are  so  impudent,  I  Avould  not 
marry  my  daughter  to  your  sou,  though  you 
woidd  give  him  more  than  you  arc  worth." 
This  pleasant  quarrel  between  two  brothers 
about  the  marriage  of  their  children  before 
they  were  born  went  so  far,  that  Schemsed- 
din ^lohammed  concluded  with  threatening : 
"Were  I  not  to-morrow,"  said  he,  "to  at- 
tend the  sidtan,  I  would  ti'cat  you  according 
as  you  deserve;  but  at  my  return  I  shall 
make  you  sensible  that  it  does  not  become 
a  younger  brother  to  speak  so  insolently  to 
his  elder  brother  as  you  have  done  to  me." 
Upon  this,  he  retired  to  his  apartment,  and 
his  brother  went  to  bed. 

Schemseddin  IMohammed  rose  A'ery  early 
next  morning,  and  goes  to  the  iialace  to  at- 
tend the  sidtan,  who  went  to  hunt  about 
Cairo,  near  the  pyramids.  As  for  Nou- 
reddiu Ali,  he  was  very  uneasy  all  the  night ; 
and,  considering  that  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  him  to  live  longer  with  a  brother 
who  treated  him  with  so  much  haughtiness, 
he  provided  a  good  mule,  fui-nished  himself 
with  money,  jewels,  provisions,  and  victuals ; 
and  having  told  his  people  that  he  was 
going  on  a  private  journey  for  two  or  three 
days,  he  departed. 

When  he  was  out  of  Cairo,  he  rode  by  the 
desert  towards  Arabia ;  but  his  nude  hap- 
pening to  tire  by  the  way,  he  was  forced  to 
continue  his  journey  on  foot.  A  courier 
that  v/as  going  to  Balsora  by  good  foitune 
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overtaking  him,  took  him  up  behind  him. 
As  soon  as  the  courier  came  to  Balsora, 
Nouroddin  Ali  alighted,  and  returned  him 
thanks  for  his  kindness.  As  he  went  about 
to  seek  for  a  lodging,  he  saw  a  person  of 
quality,  with  a  great  retinue,  coming  along, 
to  whom  all  the  people  shewed  the  greatest 
respect,  and  stood  still  till  he  passed  by; 
Nourcddin  Ali  stopt  among  the  rest.  This 
was  the  grand  vizier  to  the  sidtan  of  Bal- 
sora, who  Avalked  through  the  city  to  see 
that  the  inhabitants  kept  good  order  and 
discipline. 

This  minister,  casting  his  eyes  by  chance 
on  Noureddin  Ali,  found  something  extra- 
ordinary in  his  aspect,  looked  very  atten- 
tively upon  him,  and  as  he  came  near  him, 
and  saw  him  in  a  traveller's  habit,  he  stood 
still,  asked  him  Avho  he  was,  and  from  whence 
he  came.  "Sir,"  said  Xoureddin  Ali,  "I 
am  an  Egyptian,  born  at  Cairo,  and  have 
left  my  country  because  of  the  unkindness 
of  a  near  relation,  and  am  resolved  to  travel 
through  the  world,  and  rather  to  die  than  to 
return  home  again."  The  grand  vizier,  who 
was  a  reverend  old  gentleman,  after  hearing 
those  words,  said  to  him,  ' '  Son,  beware  ;  do 
not  pursue  your  design;  there  is  nothing 
but  misery  in  the  world ;  you  are  not  sensible 
of  the  hardships  you  must  endiu-e  :  come, 
follow  me  ;  I  may  perhaps  make  you  forget 
the  thing  that  has  forced  you  to  leave  your 
own  country." 

Noureddin  Ali  followed  the  grand  vizier, 
Avho  soon  jjerceived  his  good  qualities,  and 
fell  so  much  in  love  with  him,  that  one  day 
he  said  to  him  in  private,  "  My  son,  I  am, 
as  you  see,  so  far  gone  in  years  that  there 
is  no  likelihood  I  shaU.  live  much  longer. 
Heaven  has  bestowed  only  one  daughter 
u])on  me,  who  is  as  beautiful  as  you  are 
handsome,  and  now  tit  for  marriage.  Several 
people  of  the  greatest  quality  at  this  court 
have  desired  her  for  their  sons,  but  I  could 
not  grant  their  request.  I  have  a  love  for 
you,  and  think  you  so  worthy  to  be  received 
into  my  family,  that,  preferring  you  before 
all  those  that  have  sought  her,  I  am  ready 
to  accept  you  for  my  son-in-law.  If  you 
like  the  projwsal,  I  will  acquaint  the  sultan 
my  master  that  I  have  adopted  you  by  this 
marriage,  and  I  will  pray  him  to  grant  you 
the  reversion  of  my  dignity  of  grand  vizier 
in  the  kingdom  of  Balsora.  In  the  mean- 
time, nothing  being  more  requisite  for  me 
than  ease  in  my  old  age,  I  will  not  only  put 
you  in  possession  of  my  estate,  but  leave  the 
administration  of  public  afiairs  to  your  ma- 
nagement." 

When  the  grand  vizier  had  made  an  end 
of  this  kind  and  generous  pi'oposal,  Nou- 
reddin Ali  fell  at  his  feet,  and  expressing 
himself  in  terms  that  demonstrated  his  joy 
and  gratitude,  told  the  vizier  tliat  he  was  at 
bis  command  in  everything.     Upon  this  thy 


vizier  sent  for  his  chief  domestics,  ordered 
them  to  furnish  the  great  hall  of  his  palace, 
and  prepare  a  gi-eat  feast;  he  afterwards 
sent  to  invite  the  nobUity  of  the  court  and 
city  to  honoiu-  lum  with  their  comjiany ;  and 
when  they  were  all  met,  (Noureddin  Ali 
ha\ang  now  told  him  who  he  was,)  he  said  to 
those  lords,  fur  he  thought  it  proper  to  speak 
thus,  on  purpose  to  satisfy  such  of  them  to 
whom  he  had  refused  his  alliance, — "I  am 
now,  my  lords,  to  discover  a  thing  to  you 
which  hitherto  T  have  kejjt  secret.  I  have 
a  brother,  who  is  grand  vizier  to  the  sultan 
of  Egypt,  as  I  am  to  the  sultan  of  this  king- 
dom. This  brother  has  but  one  son,  whom 
he  would  not  marry  in  the  court  of  Egy])t, 
but  sent  him  hither  to  marry  my  daughter, 
that  both  our  branches  may  be  reunited. 
His  son,  whom  I  knew  to  be  my  nephew  as 
soon  as  I  saw  him,  is  the  young  gentleman 
I  here  present  to  you,  and  is  to  be  my  son- 
in-law.  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  honour 
to  be  present  at  this  wedding,  which  I  am 
resolved  to  celebrate  this  day."  The  noble- 
men, -who  could  not  take  it  ill  that  he  pre- 
ferred his  nephew  before  all  the  great  matches 
that  had  been  proposed  to  him,  said  that  he 
had  very  good  reason  for  what  he  did,  were 
willing  to  be  witnesses  to  the  ceremony,  and 
wished  that  God  might  prolong  his  days,  to 
enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  the  happy  match. 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off,  because  day 
appeared,  and  next  night  resumed  her  story. 


The  Niuety-Fourtli  Night. 

Sir.,  said  she,  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  con- 
tinued his  story  to  the  caliph  thus  : — The 
lords  met  at  the  vizier  of  Balsora's  house, 
having  testified  their  satisfaction  at  the  mar- 
riage of  his  daughter  with  Noureddin  Ali, 
sat  down  to  dinner,  which  lasted  a  long 
whde  ;  and  the  latter  course  was  sweetmeats, 
of  which  every  one,  according  to  custom, 
took  what  they  thought  fit.  The  notaries 
came  in  with  the  marriage  contract,  the 
cliief  lords  signed  it,  and  when  the  company 
departed,  the  grand  vizier  ordered  his  ser- 
vants to  prepare  a  bath,  and  had  everything 
in  readiness  for  Noureddin  Ali  to  bathe. 
He  had  fine  new  linen,  and  everything  else 
provided  for  him  in  the  most  curious  manner. 
When  he  had  washed  and  dried  himseK,  he 
was  going  to  put  on  his  former  apparel,  but 
had  an  extraordinary  rich  suit  brought  him. 
Being  dressed  and  jjcrfumed  with  the  most 
odoriferous  essences,  he  went  to  see  the  grand 
vizier,  his  father-in-law,  who  was  exceed- 
ingly well  pleased  with  his  genteel  mien  ; 
and  having  made  him  sit  down,  "My  son," 
said  he,  "you  have  declared  unto  me  who 
you  are,  and  the  quality  you  had  at  the 
couit  of  Egypt,     You  have  also  told  me  of 
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a  difference  betwixt  you  raid  your  brother, 
which  occasioned  you  to  leave  your  country. 
I  desire  you  to  make  me  your  entire  confi- 
dant, and  to  acquaint  me  with  the  cause  of 
your  quarrel ;  for  now  you  have  no  reason 
either  to  doubt  me,  or  to  conceal  an3rtlung 
from  me." 

Noureddin  Ali  gave  him  an  account  of 
every  circumstance  of  the  quarrel ;  at  which 
the  vizier  burst  out  into  a  fit  of  laughter, 
and  said,  ' '  This  is  one  of  the  oddest  things 
that  I  ever  have  heard  :  is  it  possible,  my 
son,  that  your  quarrel  shoidd  rise  so  high 
about  an  imaginary  marriage  ?  I  am  sorry 
you  fell  out  with  your  elder  brother  upon 
such  a  frivolous  matter  ;  but  T  find  he  is  in 
the  wrong  to  be  angry  at  what  you  only 
sjioke  in  jest,  and  I  ought  to  thank  Heaven 
for  that  difference  which  has  procured  me 
such  a  son-in-law.  But,"  said  the  old  gen- 
tleman, "it  is  late  and  time  for  you  to  re- 
tire ;  go  to  your  bride,  my  son,  she  exjiects 
you  :  to-morrow  I  will  pi-esent  you  to  the 
sidtan,  and  hope  he  will  receive  you  in  such 
a  manner  as  shall  satisfy  us  both." 

Koureddin  Ali  took  leave  of  his  father-in- 
law,  and  went  to  his  spouse's  aj^artment. 
It  is  remarkable,  continued  Giafar,  that 
Schemseddin  Mohammed  happened  also  to 
marry  at  Cairo  the  very  same  day  that  this 
marriage  was  solemnised  at  Balsora,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  are  as  follows  : — 

After  Noureddin 
Ali  left  Cairo,  with 
an  intention  never 
to  return,  Schem- 
seddin ^Mohanimctl, 
his  elder  brother, 
who  was  gone  a 
hunting  with  the 
sultan  of  Egypt, 
did  not  come  back 
in  a  month ;  for  the 
sidtan  loved  that 
game  extremely, 
and  therefore  con- 
tinued the  sport  all  that  while.  Schem- 
seddin at  his  return,  ran  to  N'oureddiu 
All's  apartment,  but  was  much  surprised 
when  he  imderstood,  that  imder  pretence  of 
taking  a  journey  of  two  or  three  days,  he 
went  aw'ay  on  a  mide  the  same  day  that  the 
sultan  Avent  a  hunting,  and  had  never  ap- 
peared since.  It  vexed  him  so  much  the 
more,  because  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  hard 
words  he  had  given  him  were  the  cause  of 
his  going  awaj'.  Ho  sent  a  messenger  in 
search  of  him,  who  went  to  Damascus,  and 
as  far  as  Aleppo,  but  Noureddin  was  then 
at  Balsora.  When  the  courier  returned, 
and  brought  word  that  he  heard  no  news  of 
him,  Schemseddin  Mohammed  intended  to 
make  further  inquiry  after  him  in  other 
jiarts,  and  in  the  meantime  had  a  fancy  to 
marry,  and  matched  with  the  daughter  of 


one  of  the  greatest  lords  in  Cairo,  upon  the 
same  day  his  brother  married  the  daughter 
of  the  grand  vizier  of  Balsora. 

But  this  is  not  all,  said  Giafar  :  at  the  end 
of  nine  months  Schemseddin  ]\Iohammed's 
•wife  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  daughter  at 
Cairo,  and  on  the  same  day  Nourreddin's 
wife  brought  forth  a  son  at  Balsora,  who 
was  called  Bedreddin  Hassan. 

The  grand  vizier  of  Balsora  testified  his 
joy  by  great  gifts  and  jniblic  entertainments 
for  the  birth  of  his  grandson ;  and  to  show 
his  son-in-law  the  great  esteem  he  had  for 
him,  he  went  to  the  palace,  and  most  hum- 
bly besought  the  sultan  to  grant  Noureddin 
Ali  his  olhce,  that  he  might  have  the  com- 
fort before  his  death  to  see  his  son-in-law 
made  grand  vizier  in  his  stead. 

The  sidtan,  who  had  taken  a  great  liking 
to  Nouredtlin,  when  his  father  presented 
him  after  his  marriage,  and  had  ever  since 
heard  everybody  speak  well  of  him,  readily 
granted  his  father-in-law's  request,  and 
caused  Noureddin  immediately  to  put  on  the 
robe  of  grand  vizier. 

The  next  day,  when  the  father  saw  his 
son-in-law  preside  in  coimcil,  as  he  liimseK 
had  done,  and  perform  all  the  offices  of 
grand  vizier,  his  joy  was  complete.  Nou- 
reddin Ali  behaved  himseK  so  well  in  every- 
thing, that  one  woidd  have  thought  he  had 
been  all  his  life  time  emploj^ed  in  such  afTairs. 
He  continued  after- 
w'ards  to  assist  in 
council  every  time 
when  the  infirmi- 
ties of  age  would  not 
permit  his  father- 
in-law  to  appear. 

The  old  gentle- 
man died  about  f  our 
j-ears  after  with 
great  satisfaction, 
to  see  a  branch  of 
his  family  that  pro- 
mised so  fair  to  sup- 
port the  grandeur  of  it. 

Noureddin  Ali  performed  his  last  duty 
to  him  with  all  possible  love  and  gratitude. 
And  as  soon  as  his  son  Bedreddin  Hassan 
had  attained  to  the  age  of  seven  years,  he 
provided  him  a  most  excellent  tutor,  who 
taught  him  such  things  as  became  his  birth. 
The  child  had  a  ready  Avit,  and  a  genius 
callable  of  receiving  all  the  good  instructions 
that  could  be  given. 

Scheherazade  was  going  on,  but  perceiving 
day,  she  put  an  end  to  the  discourse,  and  re- 
sumed it  thus  the  night  following  : — 


The  Ninety-Fifth  Night. 

Sir,  the  vizier  Giafar  continuing  his  story, 
told  the  caliph,  that  after  Bedreddin 
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h;ul  been  two  years  under  the  tuition  of  his 
master,  who  taught  him  perfectly  to  read, 
he  leai'ut  the  Koran  by  heart.  His  father 
Noureddin  Ali  put  him  afterwards  to  other 
tutors,  by  whom  his  mind  was  cultivated  to 
such  a  degree,  that  when  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age  he  had  uo  more  occasion  for 
them ;  and  then,  as  his  jihysioguomy  pro- 
mised wonders,  he  was  admired  by  all  that 
looked  upon  him. 

Hitherto  Nom-eddin  Ali  had  koi)t  him  to 
his  study,  and  had  not  yet  brought  him  in 
public;  but  now  he  carried  him  to  the 
])alace,  on  purpose  to  have  the  honour  of 
kissing  the  sultan's  hand,  who  received  him 
very  graciously.  The  people  that  saw  him 
in  the  streets  were  charmed  with  his  gentle 
mien,  and  gave  him  a  thousaiid  blessings. 

His  father,  proposing  to  make  him  capable 
of  supjilying  his  place,  spared  no  cost  for 
that  end,  and  brought  him  up  to  business  of 
the  greatest  moment,  on  purpose  to  qualify 
him  betimes.  In  short,  he  omitted  nothing 
to  advance  a  son  he  loved  so  well.  But  as 
he  began  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labour, 
he  was  all  of  a  sudden  taken  with  a  violent 
lit  of  sickness  ;  and  finding  himself  past  re- 
covery, disposed  himself  to  die  a  good  MussiU- 
man. 

In  that  last  and  precious  moment  he  for- 
got not  his  son  Bedreddin,  but  called  for 
him,  and  said,  "  My  son,  yoii  see  this  world 
is  transitoiy ;  there  is  nothing  durable  but 
in  that  which  I  shall  speedily  go  to.  You 
must  therefore  from  henceforth  begin  to  fit 
yourself  for  this  change,  as  I  have  done ; 
you  must  prepare  for  it  without  murmur- 
ing, and  so  as  to  have  no  trouble  of  con- 
science for  not  acting  the  part  of  a  real 
honest  man.  As  for  yoiu-  religion,  you  ai-e 
sufficiently  instructed  in  it  by  what  you 
have  learned  from  your  tutors  and  your  own 
study ;  and  as  to  what  belongs  to  an  honest 
man,  I  shall  give  you  some  instructions, 
which  I  hope  you  will  make  good  use  of. 
As  it  is  a  necessary  thing  to  know  one's 
self,  and  that  you  cannot  come  to  that 
knowledge  without  you  first  xmderstand 
who  I  am,  I  shall  now  tell  it  you. 

"  I  am,"  said  he,  "  a  native  of  Egypt;  my 
father,  your  gi-andfather,  was  first  minister 
to  the  sultan  of  that  kingdom.  I  myself  had 
the  honour  to  be  vizier  to  that  same  sidtan, 
and  so  has  my  brother,  yom-  ujicle,  who  I 
suppose  is  yet  alive;  his  name  is  Schem- 
scddin  Mohammed.  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
him,  and  come  into  this  country,  where  I 
have  raised  myself  to  the  high  dignity  I  now 
enjoy.  But  you  will  understand  all  these 
matters  more  fully  by  a  manuscript  that  I 
shall  give  you." 

At  the  same  time  Xoureddin  Ali  piUled 
out  his  pocket-book,  which  he  had  ^vl■itten 
with  his  own  hand,  and  carried  always  about 
him,  and  gin'ng   it  to  Bedreddin  Hassan, 


"Take  it,"  said  he,  "and  read  it  at  your 
leisure ;  you  will  find,  among  other  things, 
the  day  of  my  marriage,  and  that  of  your 
bii-th  ;  these  are  such  circumstances  as  per- 
haps you  may  hereafter  have  occasion  to 
know,  therefore  you  mxist  keep  it  very  care- 
fully." 

Bedreddin  Hassan  being  most  afflicted  to 
see  his  father  in  that  condition,  and  sensibly 
touched  -with  this  discourse,  could  not  but 
weep  when  he  received  the  pocket-book,  and 
in-omised  at  the  same  time  never  to  part 
with  it. 

That  very  moment  Noin-eddin  Ali  fainted, 
so  that  it  was  thought  he  would  have  ex- 
pired ;  but  he  came  to  himseK  again,  and 
uttered  these  words  : — 

"  My  son,"  said  he,  "the  first  instruction 
I  give  you  is,  not  to  make  yourself  familiar 
with  all  sorts  of  people.  The  way  to  live 
happy  is  to  keej]  yom*  mind  to  yourself,  and 
not  to  tell  your  thoughts  easily. 

' '  Secondly,  Not  to  do  violence  to  any- 
body whatever;  for  in  that  case  you  will 
draw  everybody's  hatred  ujion  you.  You 
ought  to  consider  the  world  as  a  creditor,  to 
whom  you  owe  moderation,  compassion,  and 
forl>earance. 

"Thirdly,  Not  to  say  a  word  when  you 
are  rej^roached  ;  for,  as  the  proverb  says.  He 
that  keeps  silence  is  out  of  danger.  And  in 
this  case  particularly  yon  ought  to  practise 
it.  You  also  know  what  one  of  our  poets 
says  iipon  this  subject.  That  sUence  is  the 
ornament  and  safeguard  of  life;  That  oiu: 
speech  ought  not  to  be  like  a  storm  of  raiu 
that  sjioils  all.  Never  did  any  man  yet  re- 
pent of  having  spoke  too  little,  whereas  many 
have  been  sorry  that  they  spoke  so  much. 

"  Fourthly,  To  drink  no  wine,  for  that  is 
the  source  of  all  vices. 

"Fifthly,  To  be  frugal  in  your  way  of 
living  :  if  yoii  do  not  squander  yoiir  estate 
away,  it  will  maintain  you  in  time  of  neces- 
sity. I  do  not  mean  you  should  be  either  too 
liberal  or  too  niggardly ;  for  though  you  have 
never  so  little,  if  you  husband  it  -vvell,  and 
lay  it  out  on  proper  occasions,  you  shall 
have  many  friends  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary, 
you  have  great  riches,  and  make  but  a  bad 
use  of  them,  all  the  world  wiU  forsake  you, 
and  leave  you  to  yourself." 

In  short,  Noureddin  Ali  continued  till  the 
last  moment  of  his  breath  to  give  good  ad- 
vice to  his  son ;  and  when  he  was  dead,  he 
was  magnificently  interred. 

Scheherazade  stopt  her  discoiirse  here, 
because  she  saw  day,  and  deferred  the  resi- 
*due  of  her  story  tdl  next  night. 


The  Ninety-Sixth  Night. 

The  sultaness  of  the  Indies  being  awaked 
by  her  sister  Diuarzade  at  the  usual  hour, 
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she  addressed  herself  to  Scbakriar,  Sir,  said 
she,  the  caliph  was  very  well  satisfied  to  hear 
the  grand  vizier  Giaf  ar  relate  his  story,  which 
he  continued  thus  : — 

Is'oureddin  Ali  was  bui-ied  with  aU  the 
honours  due  to  his  quality.  Bedreddiii  Has- 
san of  Balsora,  for  so  he  was  called,  because 
born  in  that  town,  was  so  overwhelmed  with 
grief  for  the  death  of  his  father,  that  instead 
of  a  month's  time  to  mourn,  according  to 
custom,  he  kept  himself  close  shut  up  in 
taars  and  sohtiule  about  two  mouths,  without 
seeing  anybody,  or  so  much  as  going  abroad 
t>  pay  his  duty  to  the  sultan  of  Balsora; 
who  being  displeased  at  his  neglect,  looked 
upon  it  as  a  slight  put  on  his  court  and  per- 
son, suffered  his  passion  to  prevail,  and  in 
his  fury  called  for  the  new  grand  vizier  (for 
he  had  created  a  new  one  as  soon  as  Kou- 
reddin  Ali  died),  commanded  him  to  go  to 
the  house  of  the  deceased,  and  seize  upon 
it,  with  all  his  other  houses,  lands,  and 
effects,  without  lea\-ing  anything  for  Bed- 
reddin  Hassan,  and  to  bring  him  prisoner 
along  Avith  him. 

The  new  grand  vizier,  accompanied  with 
a  great  many  messengers  belonging  to  the 
palace,  justices,  and  other  officers,  went  im- 
mediately to  execute  his  commission.  But 
one  of  Bedreddin  Hassan's  slaves  happening 
accidentally  to  come  into  the  crowd,  no 
sooner  understood  the  vizier's  errand,  but  he 
ran  before  in  all  haste  to  give  his  master 
warning.  He  found  him  sitting  in  the  porch 
of  his  house,  as  melancholy  as  if  his  father 
had  Ijeen  but  newly  dead.  He  fell  down  at 
his  feet  out  of  breath,  and  after  he  had  kissed 
the  hem  of  his  garment,  cried  out,  "  !My  lord, 
save  yourself  immediately."  Bedreddin  Has- 
san, lifting  up  his  head,  ' '  What  is  the  matter  ? 
what  news  dost  thou  bring?"  "  My  lord," 
said  he,  "there  is  no  time  to  be  lost;  the 
sultan  is  horribly  incensed  against  you,  and 
he  has  sent  people  to  take  aU  you  have,  and 
also  to  seize  your  person." 

The  words  of  this  faithfid  and  afTectionate 
slave  put  Bedreddin  Hassan  into  great  con- 
fusion.     "  May  not  I  have  so  much  time," 
I  said  he,  "as  to  take  some  money  and  jewels 
i   along  with   me?"      "No,   sir,"  replied  the 
j   slave ;  "the  grand  vizier  will  be  here  this  mo- 
1   ment  :  begone  immediately  ;  save  yourself." 
j   Bedreddin  Hassan  rose  up  from  his  sofa  in 
I   all  haste,  put  his  feet  in  his  sandals,  and  after 
he  had  covered  his  head  with  the  tad  of  his 
gown,  that  his  face  might  not  be  known,  he 
fled,  -vAithout  knowmg  what  way  to  go,  to 
avoid  the  impending  danger. 

The  first  thought  that  came  into  his  head 
was  to  get  out  of  the  next  gate  Avith  all 
speed.  He  ran  without  stojiping  tiU  he  came 
to  the  public  burying -ground,  and  since  it  was 
growing  dark,  he  resolved  to  pass  that  night 
on  his  father's  tomb.  It  Avas  a  large  etlifice, 
in  form   of   a  ilouie,  Avhich  Noureddin  Ali 


built  Avhen  he  was  alive.  Bedreddin  met  a 
A'ery  rich  Jew  by  the  Avay,  who  Avas  a  banker 
and  merchant,  and  was  returning  from  a 
place  Avhere  his  affairs  had  called  him  to 
the  city. 

The  Jew,  knoAdng  Bedreddin,  halted,  and 
saluted  him  very  courteously. — Day  begin- 
ning to  appear  as  Scheherazade  spoke  these 
Avords,  she  put  it  oft'  till  next  night,  Avhcu 
she  resiuaed  her  discourse  a'^ain. 


The  Mncty-Seventli  Niglit. 

Sin,  said  she,  the  calii^h  was  A'ery  attentive 
to  the  grand  A'izier's  discourse,  who  Avent  on 
after  this  manner  : — 

Isaac,  the  Jcav,  after  he  had  paid  his 
respects  to  Bedreddin  Hassan,  by  kissing  his 
hand,  said,  "My  lord,  dare  I  be  so  bold  to 
ask  Avliither  you  are  going  at  this  time  of 
night  all  alone,  and  so  much  troubled  ?  Has 
any  thing  disquieted  j^ou  ?  "  "Yes,"  said 
Bedreddin  ;  "a  while  ago  I  was  asleep,  and 
my  father  appeared  to  me  in  a  dream,  look- 
ing A'ery  fiercely  iijion  me,  as  if  he  Avere  ex- 
traordinardy  angry.  I  started  out  of  my 
sleep,  A-ery  much  frightened,  and  came  out 
immediately  to  go  and  pray  upon  his  tomb." 

"My  lord,"  said  the  JeAV  (who  did  not 
knoAV  the  true  reason  Avhy  Bedreddin  left  the 
toAvn),  "  your  father  of  happy  memoi-y,  and 
my  good  lord,  had  store  of  merchandise  in 
several  vessels,  A\'hich  are  yet  at  sea,  and 
belong  to  you  ;  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to 
grant  me  the  first  refusal  of  them  before  any 
other  merchant.  I  am  able  to  ]iay  down 
ready  money  for  all  the  goods  that  are  in 
yoiu-  ships  :  and  to  begin,  if  you  Avill  give 
me  those  that  hapi)en  to  come  in  the  first 
shij)  that  arrives  in  safety,  I  will  pay  you 
doAvn  in  part  of  payment  a  thousand  sequins." 
And  draAving  out  a  bag  from  imder  his 
gown,  he  shewed  it  him,  scaled  up  Avith  one 
seal. 

Bedreddin  Hassan  being  banished  from 
home,  and  dispossessed  of  all  that  he  had  in 
the  Avorld,  looked  upon  this  proposal  of  the 
Jew  as  a  favour  from  heaven,  and  therefore 
accepted  it  Avith  a  gi-eat  deal  of  joy.  "My 
lord,"  said  the  Jcav,  "  then  you  sell  unto  me, 
for  a  thousand  sequins,  the  lading  of  the  first 
of  your  ships  that  shall  arriA'c  in  port?" 
"Yes,"  answered  Bedreddin,  "  I  sell  it  you 
for  a  thousand  sequins  ;  it  is  done."  Upon 
this  the  Jew  delivered  him  the  bag  of  a  thou- 
sand seqiiins,  and  offered  to  count  them,  but 
Bedreddin  Hassan  saA'cd  him  the  trouble, 
and  said  he  Avould  trust  his  Avord.  "  Since 
it  is  so,  my  lord,"  said  he,  "  be  pleased  to 
favour  me  Avith  a  small  note  in  Avriting  of  the 
bargain  we  have  made."  And  having  said  j 
this,  he  pidled  the  inkhorn  from  his  gii-dle,  \ 
and  taking  a  small  reed  out  of  it  neatly  cut  | 
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lor  writing,  he  presentod  it  to  him,  with  a 
l)iece  of  paper  he  took  out  of  his  Icttor-caso ; 
and  whilst  he  hehl  tlie  inklioni,  Bcdrcddin 
Hassan  wrote  these  words  : — 

"  This  WTiting  is  to  testify  that  P.edrcddin 
Hassan  of  Ealsora  lias  sold  to  Isaac  the  Jew, 
for  the  snni  of  one  thousand  scqnins,  received 
in  hand,  the  lading  of  the  first  of  Ins  shijjs 
that  shall  arrive  in  this  port. 

"Bedreddin  Hassan  of  Balsfira." 

This  note  he  delivered  to  the  Jew,  who 
])ut  it  in  his  letter-case,  and  then  took  his 
leave  of  him. 

While  Isaac  pursued  his  journey  to  the  city, 
Bedreddin  Hassan  made  tlie  best  of  his  way 
to  his  father  Noureddin  Ali's  tomh.  Wlien 
he  came  to  it,  he  l)owcd  his  face  to  the  ground, 
and,  with  his  eyes  fuU  of  tears,  deplored  his 
miserable  condition.  "  Alas  ! "  said  he,  "  un- 
foi-tunate  Bedreddin,  what  wnll  become  of 
thee  ?  Whither  canst  thou  fly  for  refuge 
against  the  unjust  prince  that  persecutes 
thee?  Was  it  not  enough  to  be  alHicted  for 
the  death  of  so  dear  a  father  ?  Must  fortune 
needs  add  new  misfortunes  to  just  com- 
plaints?" He  continued  a  long  time  in  this 
posture,  but  at  last  rose  up  again,  and  lean- 
ing his  head  upon  his  father's  sc])ulchre,  his 
sorrows  returned  more  violently  than  before ; 
so  that  he  sighed  and  mourned  till,  over- 
come with  heaviness,  he  stretched  himself 
all  along  upon  the  floor  and  fell  asleep. 

He  had  not  slept  long  when  a  genie,  who 
had  retired  to  that  cemetery  during  the  day, 
and  Avas  intending,  according  to  his  custom, 
to  range  about  the  world  at  night,  espying 
this  young  man  in  Xourcddin  Ali's  tomb, 
he  entered,  and  finding  Bedreddin  lying  on 
his  back,  was  surprised  at  his  beauty. 

Daylight  appeared,  and  prevented  Sche- 
herazade's going  on  with  her  story,  but  next 
night  at  the  usual  hour  she  continued  it 
thus : — 


The  Ninety-Eiglitli  Niglit. 

When  tlie  genie  had  attentively  considered 
Bedreddin  Hassan,  he  said  to  himself,  "To 
judge  of  this  creature  by  his  good  mien,  he 
would  seem  to  be  an  angel  of  the  terrestrial 
paradise,  whom  God  has  sent  to  put  the 
world  in  a  flame  with  his  beauty."  At  last, 
after  lie  had  satisfied  himself  with  looking 
upon  him,  he  took  a  flight  into  the  air, 
where,  meeting  by  chance  with  a  fairy,  they 
saluted  one  another ;  after  which  he  said  to 
her,  "  Pray  descend  with  me  into  the  ceme- 
tery where  I  stay,  and  I  will  shew  you  a 
prodigious  beauty,  which  is  worthy  your 
admiration  as  avcII  as  mine."  The  fairy  con- 
sented, and  both  descended  in  an  instant : 
they  came  into  the  tomb.  "  Look  ye,"  said 
the  genie  to  the  fairj.-,  shewing  her  Bedreddin 


Hiissan,  "  did  you  ever  see  a  young  man  of  a 
better  shape,  and  more  beautifid  than  this  ? " 

The  fairy,  having  attentively  observed 
Bedreddin,  returned  to  the  genie.  "I  must 
confess,"  said  she,  "that  he  is  a  very  hand- 
some man ;  but  I  j  ust  now  came  from  seeing 
an  object  at  Cairo  more  admirable  than  this, 
and  if  you  will  hear  me,  I  wiU  tell  you  a 
strange  story  concerning  her."  "  You  will 
very  much  oblige  me  in  so  doing,"  answered 
the  genie.  "  You  must  know  then,"  said 
the  fairy,  (for  I  Avill  tell  it  you  at  length,) 
"  that  the  sultan  of  Egypt  has  a  vizier  called 
Schemseddiu  Mohammed,  who  has  a  daugh- 
ter of  about  twenty  years  of  age,  the  most 
beautiful  and  comi)lete  person  that  ever  was 
known.  The  sultan  having  heard  of  this 
young  lady's  beauty,  sent  the  other  day  for 
her  father,  and  told  him,  '  I  understand  yon 
have  a  daughter  to  marry ;  I  have  a  mind 
to  marry  her:  will  not  you  consent  to  it?' 
The  vizier,  who  did  not  expect  this  proposal, 
was  troubled  at  it ;  and  instead  of  accepting 
it  joyfull}^  which  another  in  his  place  woidd 
certainly  have  done,  he  answered  the  sultan, 
'  jMay  it  jjlease  your  majesty,  I  am  not 
worthy  of  the  honour  you  confer  upon  me, 
and  I  most  humbly  beseech  you  to  pardon 
me  if  I  do  not  agree  to  your  request.  You 
know  I  had  a  brother  called  Noureddin  Ali, 
who  had  the  honour,  as  well  as  myself,  to  be 
one  of  your  viziers :  we  had  some  difference 
together,  which  was  the  cause  of  his  leaving 
me  on  a  sudden,  and  since  that  time  I  have 
had  no  account  of  him  till  within  these  four 
days  that  I  heard  he  died  at  Balsora,  being 
grand  vizier  to  the  sultan  of  that  kingdom. 

"  '  He  has  left  a  son  behind  him,  and  there 
having  been  an  agreement  between  us  to 
match  our  children  together  if  ever  we  had 
any,  I  am  persuaded  he  intended  that  match 
when  he  died;  and  being  desirous  to  fulIU 
the  promise  on  my  part,  I  conjure  your  ma- 
jesty to  grant  me  leave.  You  have  in  j^our 
court  many  other  lords  who  have  daughters 
as  well  as  I,  on  whom  you  may  please  to 
bestow  that  honour.' 

"  The  sultan  of  Egypt  was  incensed  against 
Schemseddiu  Mohammed  to  the  highest  de- 
gree." 

Here  Scheherazade  stopped,  because  day 
appeared,  and  next  night  resumed  her  story, 
still  personating  the  vizier  Oiafar  speaking 
to  Haroun  Alraschid  the  caliph. 


The  Ninety-Ninth  Night. 

"  The  sultan  of  Egypt,  provoked  at  this  bold 
denial  of  Schemseddiu  Mohammed,  said  to 
him,  in  passion  which  he  could  not  restrain,   j 
'  Is  this  the  way  you  requite  my  proposal  to 
stoop  so  low  as  to  desire  your  alliance  ?     I  { 
know  how  to  revenge  your  daring  to  prefer 
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another  to  me,  and  I  swear  that  your  daugh- 
ter shall  be  man-ied  to  the  most  contemptiljlo 
and  ugly  of  all  my 

slaves.'     And,  hav-  

ing  spoken  those 
words,  he  angrily 
bid  the  vizier  be- 
gone, who  -went 
home  to  his  house 
fidl  of  confusion, 
and  extraordinarily 
sad. 

"  This  very  day 
the  sult.iU  sent  for 
one  of  his  grooms 
who  is  h  u  m p- 
backed,  big-bellied, 

crook-legged,  and  as  ugly  as  a  hobgoWin ;  and 
after  having  commanded  Schemseddin  INIo- 
hammed  to  consent  to  marry  his  daughter 
to  this  ghastly  slave,  he  caused  the  contract 
to  be  made  and  signed  by  witnesses  in  his 
own  presence.  The  jireparations  for  this 
fantastical  wedding  are  all  ready,  and  this 
very  moment  all  the  slaves  belonging  to  the 
lords  of  the  court  of  Egypt  are  waiting  at 
the  door  of  a  bath,  each  with  a  flambeau  in 
his  hand,  for  the  crook-backed  groom,  who 
is  bathing  himself,  to  go  along  with  them  to 
his  bride,  who  is  already  dressed  to  receive 
him ;  and  when  I  departed  from  Cairo,  the 
ladies  met  for  that  purpose  were  going  to 
conduct  her  in  her  nuptial  attire  to  the  hall, 
where  she  is  to  receive  her  hump-backed 
bridegroom,  and  is  this  minute  now  expect- 
ing him.  I  have  seen  her,  and  do  assure 
you  that  no  person  can  look  upon  her  with- 
out admiration." 

When  the  fairy  left  ofif  speaking,  the  genie 
said  to  her,  "  Whatever  you  think  or  say,  I 
cannot  be  persuaded  that  the  girl's  beauty 
exceeds  that  of  this  young  man."  "I  will 
not  dispute  it  with  you,"  answered  the  fairy, 
"  for  I  must  confess  he  deserves  to  be  mar- 
ried to  that  charming  creature  which  they 
design  for  hump-back.  And  I  think  it  wore 
a  deed  worthy  of  us  to  obstruct  the  sultan 
of  Egypt's  injustice,  and  to  put  this  young 
gentleman  in  the  room  of  the  slave."  "  You 
are  in  the  right,"  answered  the  genie;  "I 
am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  so  good  a 
thought ;  let  vis  deceive  him.  I  consent  to 
your  revenge  upon  the  sultan  of  Egypt ;  let 
us  comfort  a  distressed  father,  and  make  his 
daughter  as  happy  as  she  thinks  herself 
miserable  :  I  will  do  my  utmost  endeavour 
to  make  this  ]iroject  succeed,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded you  will  not  be  backward.  I  will 
be  at  the  pains  to  carry  him  to  Cairo  before 
he  awake,  and  afterwards  leave  it  to  your 
care  to  carry  him  elsewhere,  when  we  have 
accomplished  our  design." 

The  fairy  and  the  genie  having  thus  con- 
certed what  they  had  to  do,  the  genie  lifted 
up  Bedreddiu  Hassan  gently,  and.  v'ith  an 


inconceivable  swiftness  carried  him  through 

the  air,  and  set  him  down  at  the  door  of  a 

public-house     next 

to  the  bath,  whence 

hump-back  was  to 
come  with  the  train 
of  slaves  that  wait- 
edforhim.  Bedred- 
diu Hassan  awaked 
that  very  moment, 
and  was  mightily 
surprised  to  find 
himself  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  city  he  knew 
not.  He  was  going 
to  cry  out,  and  to  ask 
where  he  was  ;^  but 
the  genie  touched  him  gently  on  the  shoidder, 
and  forbade  him  to  speak  a  word.  Then  he  put 
a  torch  in  his  hand,  and  bid  him  go  and  mix 
with  the  crowd  at  the  door  of  the  bath,  and 
follow  them  till  you  come  into  a  hall,  where 
they  are  going  to  celebrate  a  mai-riage.  The 
bridegroom  is  a  hump-backed  fellow,  and  by 
that  you  will  easily  know  him.  Put  your- 
self at  the  right  hand  as  you  go  in,  and  then 
immediately  open  the  purse  of  sequins  you 
have  in  your  bosom,  and  distribute  them 
among  the  musicians  and  dancers  as  they 
go  along;  and  when  you  are  got  into  the 
hall,  give  money  also  to  the  female  slaves 
you  see  about  the  bride,  when  they  come 
near  you ;  but  every  time  you  put  your  hand 
in  your  purse,  be  sure  to  take  out  a  whole 
handfid,  and  do  not  spare  them.  Observe 
to  do  everything  exactly  as  I  have  told  you 
with  great  presence  of  mind;  be  not  afraid 
of  any  person  or  thing,  and  leave  the  rest  to 
a  superior  power,  who  will  order  matters  as 
he  thinks  lit. 

Young  Bedreddiu,  being  well  instructed 
in  aU  that  he  was  to  do,  advanced  towards 
the  door  of  the  bath :  the  first  thing  he  did 
was  to  light  his  torch -as  that  of  a  slave;  alid 
then  mixing  among  them  as  if  he  belonged  to 
some  nobleman  of  Cairo,  he  marched  along 
as  they  did,  and  followed  hump-back,  who 
came  out  of  the  bath,  and  mounted  a  horse 
out  of  the  sultan's  own  stable.  Daylight 
appearing,  put  a  stop  to  Scheherazade's  dis- 
course, and  she  deferred  the  following  of  the 
story  till  next  night. 


Tlie  Hundredth  Niglit. 

Sir,  said  she,  the  vizier  Giafar  continued 
his  discourse,  and  said,  Bedreddiu  Hassan, 
coming  near  to  the  musicians  and  men  and 
women  dancers,  who  went  just  before  the 
bridegroom,  pulled  out  time  after  time  whole 
handfids  of  sequins,  which  he  distributed 
among  them :  and  as  he  thiis  gave  his  money 
with  au   unparalleled   grace   and   engaging 
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mien,  .all  who  received  it  cast  their  eyes 
upon  him;  and,  after  they  had  a  full  view 
of  his  face,  they  found  him  so  handsome 
and  comely  that  they  could  not  look  off 
again. 

At  last  they  came  to  Schemseddin  Mo- 
hammed's gate,  who  was  Bedreddin  Hassan's 
uncle,  and  little  thought  his  nephew  was 
so  near.  The  doorkeepers,  to  prevent  any 
disorder,  kept  back  all  the  slaves  that  car- 


und  saying  thus,  they  put  him  in  the  midst 
of  them,  and  carried  hun  in,  whether  the 
porters  would  or  no;  they  took  his  torch 
out  of  his  hand,  and  gave  it  to  the  first  they 
met :  having  brought  him  into  the  hall,  they 
placed  him  at  the  right  baud  of  the  hump- 
backed bridegroom,  who  sat  near  the  vizier's 
daughter  on  a  throne  most  richly  adorned. 

She    appeared    very    lovely    in    all    her 
dresses,  but  in  her  face  there  was  nothing 


ried  torches,  and  would  not  let  them  come 
in.  Bedreddin  was  likewise  refused ;  but 
the  musicians,  who  had  free  entrance,  stood 
still,  and  protested  they  would  not  go  in 
if  they  hindered  him  from  going  along  with 
them.  "He  is  not  one  of  the  slaves,"  said 
they ;  "look  upon  him,  and  you  will  soon  be 
satisiied  as  to  that.  He  is  certainly  a  young 
stranger,  who  is  curious  to  see  the  cere- 
monies observed  at  weddings  in  this  city ; " 


'f'^^t 


to  be  seen  Ijut  vexation  and  mortal  grief. 
The  cause  of  this  was  easy  to  be  guessed  at, 
when  she  had  by  her  side  a  bridegroom  so 
very  deformed,  and  so  unworthy  of  her  love. 
The  throne  of  that  ill-matched  couple  was 
in  the  midst  of  a  sofa.  The  ladies  of  the 
emirs,  viziers,  and  those  of  the  sultan's  bed- 
chamber, and  several  other  ladies  of  the 
court  and  city,  were  jilaced  on  each  side,  a 
little  lower,    every  one  according  to  their 
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quality ;  and  all  of  tliem  so  fine  and  ricUy 
dressed  that  it  was  one  of  the  pleasaiitest 
sights  that  could  be  seen,  each  of  them  hold- 
ing a  large  wax  tajjer  in  their  liand. 

When  they  saw  Bedreddin  Hassan  come 
into  the  room,  they  all  lixed  their  eyes  upon 
him;  and  admiring  his  shape,  his  beha\-iour, 
and  the  beauty  of  his  face,  they  coidd  not 
forbear  looking  upon  him.  When  he  was 
set  down,  every  one  left  their  seats,  and 
came  near  to  him  to  have  a  fidl  view  of  his 
face ;  and  almost  all  of  them,  as  they  turned 
to  their  seats,  foimd  themselves  moved  with 
tender  passion. 

The  disparity  between  Bedreddin  Hassan 
and  the  hump-backed  groom,  who  made 
such  a  horrible  figure,  occasioned  a  great 
mui-miiring  among  the  compan}',  insomuch 
that  the  ladies  cried  out,  "We  must  give 
our  bride  to  this  handsome  yoimg  gentle- 
man, and  not  to  this  ugly  hump-back."  Nor 
did  thej'-  rest  here,  but  uttered  im])recations 
against  the  sidtan,  who,  abusing  his  abso- 
lute power,  woidd  imite  ugliness  and  beauty 
together.  They  did  also  upbraid  the  bride- 
groom, so  as  they  put  him  quite  out  of  coim- 
tenauce,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  spec- 
tators, whose  shouts  for  some  time  put  a 
stop  to  the  concert  of  music  in  the  hall.  At 
last  the  musicians  began  again,  and  the 
women  who  had  dressed  the  bride  came  all 
about  her.  But  Scheherazade  ])crceiving 
day,  broke  off  till  next  night,  when  she 
continued  her  story. 

Note. — The  hundred  and  first  and  the 
hundred  and  second  night,  in  the  original, 
contain  only  a  description  of  seven  robes 
and  seven  different  dresses  which  the  vizier 
Schemseddin  jSIohammed's  daughter  changed 
at  the  soimd  of  the  instruments ;  and  this 
description  ha\Tng  nothing  pleasant  in  it, 
and  besides  being  intermixed  with  verses, 
which  in  the  Arabian  tongue  are  verj'  fine, 
but  woidd  lose  their  beauty  by  a  translation, 
it  was  thought  needless  to  translate  those 
two  nights. 


The  Hundred  and  Third  Night. 

Sir,  said  Scheherazade  to  the  sultan  of  the 
Indies,  I  hope  your  majesty  has  not  forgot 
that  it  is  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  who  si)eaks 
to  the  calijjh  Haroun  Alraschid. 

Each  time,  continued  he,  that  the  new 
bride  changed  her  habit,  she  rose  up  from 
her  seat,  followed  by  her  bride- woman,  and 
passed  by  hump-back  Avithout  giAnng  him 
one  look,  and  went  towards  Bedreddin  Has- 
san, before  whom  she  jiresented  herself  in 
her  new  attire.  On  this  occasion  Bedreddin, 
according  to  the  instructions  given  him  by 
the  genie,  failed  not  to  put  his  hands  in  his 
purse,  and  pulled  out  handfuls  of  serj^uins, 


which  he  distributed  among  the  women  that 
followed  the  bride.  Nor  did  he  forget  the 
jjlaj'ers  and  dancers,  but  also  threw  money 
to  them.  It  was  pleasant  to  see  how  they 
pushed  one  another  to  gather  it  up.  They 
shewed  themselves  very  thankfvd,  and  made 
him  signs  that  the  yoimg  bride  should  be 
for  him,  and  not  for  the  hump-back  fellow. 
The  women  that  attended  her  told  her  the 
same  thing,  and  did  not  value  whether  the 
groom  heard  them  or  not,  for  they  jjut  a 
thousand  tricks  upon  him,  which  very  much 
pleased  the  spectators. 

When  the  ceremony  of  changing  habits 
was  passed,  the  music  ceased  and  went  away, 
but  made  a  sign  to  Bedreddin  Hassan  to  stay 
behind.  The  ladies  did  the  same,  and  went 
all  home,  but  those  that  belonged  to  the 
house.  The  bride  went  into  a  closet,  whither 
her  woman  followed  to  undress  her,  and  none 
remained  in  the  hall  but  the  hump-back 
groom,  Bedreddin  Hassan,  and  some  of  the 
domestics. 

Hump-back,  who  was  furiously  mad  at 
Bedreddin,  suspectiug  him  to  be  his  rival, 
gave  him  a  cross  look,  and  said,  "And  thou, 
what  dost  thou  wait  for  ?  Why  art  thou  not 
gone  as  well  as  the  rest  ?  Begone  !  "  Bed- 
reddin, having  no  pretence  to  stay,  withdrew, 
not  knowing  what  to  do  with  himself.  But 
he  was  not  got  out  of  the  porch  when  the 
genie  and  the  fairy  met  and  stopped  him. 
"Whither  are  you  going?"  said  the  fairy; 
' '  stay,  for  hump-back  is  not  in  the  hall ;  he 
is  gone  out  about  some  business ;  you  have 
nothing  to  do  but  return,  and  introduce  your- 
self into  the  bride's  chamber.  As  soon  as 
you  are  alone  with  her,  tell  her  boldly  that 
you  are  her  husband,  that  the  sultan's  in- 
tention was  oidy  to  make  sport  with  the 
groom;  and  to  make  this  pretended  bride- 
groom some  amends,  you  had  caused  to  be 
prepared  for  him,  in  the  stable,  a  good  dish 
of  cream.  And  then  tell  her  all  the  fine 
things  you  can  think  on  to  persuade  her; 
for  being  so  handsome  as  you  are,  little  per- 
suasion will  do;  she  wdl  think  herself  happy 
in  being  deceived  so  agreeably.  In  the  mean- 
time we  will  take  care  that  the  hump-back 
shall  not  return ;  and  let  nothing  hinder  you 
from  passing  the  night  with  your  bride,  for 
she  is  yours,  and  none  of  his." 

While  the  fairy  thus  encouraged  Bed- 
reddin, and  instructed  him  how  he  shoidd 
behave  himself,  hump-back  was  really  gone 
out  of  the  room ;  for  the  genie  went  to  him 
in  the  shape  of  a  great  cat  mewing  at  a  most 
fearful  rate.  The  fellow  called  to  the  cat, — ■ 
he  clapped  his  hands  to  make  her  flee ;  but 
instead  of  that,  the  cat  stood  upon  her  hinder 
feet,  staring  with  her  eyes  like  fire,  looking 
fiercely  at  him,  mewing  louder  than  she  did 
at  first,  and  growing  bigger  till  she  was  as 
large  as  an  ass.  At  this  sight  hump-back 
would  have  cried  out  for  help^  but  his  fear 
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was  so  groat  that  lie  stood  gaping,  and  could 
not  utter  one  word ;  and  that  he  might  have 
no  time  to  recover,  the  genie  changed  him- 
self immediately  into  a  large  buffalo,  and  in 
tliis  shape  called  to  him,  with  a  voice  that 
redoubled  his  fear,  "  Thou  hump-backed 
villain ! "  At  these  words  the  affrighted 
groom  cast  himself  upon  the  ground,  and 
covering  his  face  with  his  gown,  that  he 
might  not  see  this  dreadful  beast,  "  Sove- 
reign 2)i"ince  of  buffaloes,"  said  he,  "what 
is  it  you  want  of  me  ? "  "  Woe  be  to  thee," 
replied  the  genie,  ' '  hast  thou  the  boklness 
to  venture  to  marry  my  mistress?"  "0 
my  lord,"  said  hiimp-back,  "I  pray  you  to 
pardon  me;  if  I  am  guilty,  it  is  through 
ignorance.  I  did  not  know  that  this  lady 
had  a  buffalo  to  her  sweetheart :  command 
me  in  anything  you  please, — I  give  you  my 
oath  that  I  am  ready  to  obey  you."  "  By 
death,"  replied  the  genie,  "if  thou  goest 
out  from  hence,  or  speakest  a  word  till  the 
sun  rises,  I  wiU  crush  thy  head  to  pieces ; 
but  then  I  give  thee  leave  to  go  from  hence : 
I  warn  thee  to  make  despatch,  and  not  to 
look  l^ack ;  but  if  thou  hast  the  imprudence 
to  rctui-n,  it  shall  cost  thee  thy  life."  When 
the  genie  had  done  speaking,  he  transformed 
himself  into  the  shape  of  a  man,  took  hump- 
back by  the  legs,  and  after  having  set  him 
against  the  wall  with  his  head  downwards, 
"If  thou  stir,"  said  he,  "before  the  sun 
rise,  as  I  have  told  thee  already,  I  will  take 
thee  by  the  heels  again,  and  dash  tliy  head 
in  a  thousand  pieces  against  the  wall." 

To  retiu-n  to  Bedreddin  Hassan,  who,  be- 
ing prompted  by  the  genie  and  the  presence 
of  the  fairy,  got  into  the  haU  again,  from 
whence  he  slipt  into  the  bride-chamber, 
where  he  sat  down,  exijecting  the  success 
of  his  adventure.  After  a  while  the  bride 
arrived,  conducted  by  an  old  matron,  who 
came  no  further  than  the  door,  exhoi-tiug 
the  bridegroom  to  do  his  duty  like  a  man, 
without  looking  in  to  see  if  it  was  hump- 
back or  another,  and  then  locked  the  door, 
and  retired. 

The  young  bride  was  mightily  surprised 
instead  of  hump-back  to  find  Bedreddin 
Hassan,  who  came  up  to  her  with  the  Ijest 
grace  in  the  world.  "What!  my  dear 
friend,"  said  she,  "by  your  being  here  at 
this  time  of  night,  you  must  be  my  hus- 
band's comrade  ?"  "No,  madam,"  said  Bed- 
reddin, "I  am  of  another  sort  of  quality  than 
that  ugly  hump-back."  "But,"  said  she, 
"you  do  not  consider  that  you  speak  de- 
gradingly  of  my  husband."  "He  your  hus- 
band, madam ! "  replied  he ;  "can  yon  retain 
those  thoughts  so  long?  Be  convinced  of 
your  mistake,  madam ;  for  so  much  beauty 
must  never  be  •sacrificed  to  the  most  con- 
temptible of  all  mankind.  It  is  T,  madam, 
that  am  the  happy  mortal  for  whom  it  is 
I  reserved.     The  sxdtan  had  a  mind  to  make 


himself  merry  by  putting  this  trick  upon  the 
vizier  your  father,  but  he  chose  me  to  be 
your  real  husband.  You  might  have  ob- 
served how  the  ladies,  the  musicians,  the 
dancers,  your  women,  and  all  the  servants 
of  your  family,  were  pleased  with  this 
comedy.  We  have  sent  that  hump-backed 
fellow  to  his  stable  again,  where  he  is  just 
now  eating  a  dish  of  cream ;  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that  he  will  never  appear  any 
more  before  your  eyes." 

At  this  discourse  the  vizier's  daughter 
(who  was  more  like  one  dead  than  alive 
when  she  came  into  the  bride-chamber)  put 
on  a  gay  air,  which  made  her  so  handsome, 
that  Bedreddin  was  perfectly  charmed  with 
her. 

"I  did  not  expect,"  said  she,  "to  meet 
with  so  pleasing  a  surprise ;  and  I  had  con- 
demned myself  to  live  unhappy  all  my  days. 
But  my  good  fortune  is  so  much  the  greater, 
that  I  possess  in  you  a  man  that  is  worthy 
of  my  tenderest  affection." 

Having  spoken  thus,  she  undressed  her- 
self and  stept  into  bed.  Bedreddin  Hassan, 
overjoyed  to  see  himself  possessor  of  so  many 
charms,  made  haste  to  follow  her,  and  laid 
his  clothes  upon  a  chair,  Avith  the  bag  that 
he  got  from  the  Jew ;  which,  notwithstand- 
ing aU  the  money  he  had  pulled  out,  was 
still  full.  He  likewise  laid  off  his  turban, 
and  put  on  a  nightcap  that  had  been  ordained 
for  hump-back,  and  so  went  to  bed  in  his 
shirt  and  drawers.*  His  drawers  were  of 
blue  satin,  tied  with  a  lace  of  gold. 

Day  beginning  to  dawn,  obliged  Schehe- 
razade to  stop  ;  but  next  night,  being  called 
upon  at  the  ordinary  hour,  she  resumed  her 
story,  and  went  on  after  this  manner : — 


The  Hundred  and  Fourth  Night. 

Whilst  the  two  lovers  were  asleep,  said 
the  grand  vizier  Giafar,  the  genie,  who  had 
met  again  with  the  fairy,  told  her  that  it 
was  high  time  to  finish  what  was  begun, 
and  so  successfidly  carried  on  hitherto :  then 
let  us  not  be  overtaken  by  daylight,  which 
will  soon  appear ;  go  you  and  bring  off  the 
young  man  again  without  awaking  him. 

The  fairy  went  into  the  bed-chamber 
where  the  two  lovers  were  fast  asleep,  and 
took  up  Bedreddin  Hassan  just  as  he  was, 
that  is  to  say,  in  his  shirt  and  drawers  ;  and 
in  company  with  the  genie,  with  a  wonder- 
fid  swiftness  llew  away  with  him  to  the 
gates  of  Damascus,  in  Syria,  where  they 
arrived  just  at  the  time  when  the  officers  of 
the  mosques,  ajipointed  for  that  end,  were 
calling  the  people  to  come  to  prayers  at 
break   of  day.       The  fairy  laid   Bedreddin 


*  All  the  Eastern  nations  lie  in  their  drawers,  but  this 
circumstance  will  stand  him  in  stead  in  the  sequel  of 
the  story. 
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Hassan  softly  on  the  ground,  and  leaving 
Mm  close  by  tlie  gate,  departed  with  the 
genie. 

The  gate  of  the  city  being  opened,  and  a 
great  many  people  assembled  to  get  out, 
they  were  mightily  surpi'ised  to  see  Bedred- 
diu  Hassan  lying  in  his  shirt  and  drawers 
upon  the  ground.  One  said,  "  He  has  been 
hard  put  to  it  to  get  away  from  his  mistress, 
that  he  could  not  get  time  to  put  on  his 
clothes."  "Look  ye,"  said  another,  "how 
l)eople  expose  themselves  :  siu-e  enough  he 
has  spent  most  jjart  of  the  night  in  drinking 
with  his  friends,  tQl  he  has  got  drunk  ;  and 
then,  i^erhaps,  having  occasion  to  go  out,  in- 
stead of  returning,  is  come  this  length,  and 
not  having  his  senses  about  him,  was  over- 
taken with  sleep."  Others  were  of  another 
opinion  ;  but  nobody  could  guess  what  had 
been  the  occasion  of  his  coming  thither. 

A  small  puff  of  wind  happening  to  blow 
at  the  same  time,  uncovered  his  breast,  that 
was  whiter  than  snow.  Every  one  being 
struck  Math  admiration  at  the  fineness  of  his 
complexion,  they  spoke  so  loud  that  it 
awaked  the  yoimg  man. 

His  surprise  was  as  great  as  theirs,  when 
he  foiuid  himself  at  the  gate  of  a  city  where 
he  had  never  been  before,  and  encompassed 
by  a  crowd  of  people  gazing  at  him.  ' '  Gen- 
tlemen," said  he,  "for  God's  sake  tell  me 
where  I  am,  and  what  you  would  have  of 
me  ?  "  One  of  the  crowd  sjioke  to  him,  say- 
ing, "Young  man,  the  gates  of  the  city  were 
just  now  opened,  and  as  we  came  out  we 
found  you  lying  here  in  this  condition,  and 
stood  still  to  look  on  you.  Have  you  lain 
here  all  night  ?  and  do  not  you  know  that 
you  are  at  one  of  the  gates  of  Damascus?" 
"At  one  of  the  gates  of  Damascus!"  an- 
swered Bedreddin;  "sure  you  mock  me. 
When  I  lay  down  to  sleep  last  night  I  was 
at  Cairo."  When  he  said  these  words,  some 
of  the  people,  moved  with  compassion  for 
him,  said,  "It  is  pity  that  such  a  handsome 
young  man  should  have  lost  his  senses ! " 
and  so  went  away. 

"  My  son,"  said  an  old  gentleman  to  him, 
"  you  know  not  what  you  say.  How  is  it 
possible  that  you,  being  this  morning  at 
Damascus,  could  be  last  night  at  Cairo  ? " 
"It  is  true  for  aU  that, "  said  Bedreddin ; 
"  for  I  swear  to  you,  that  I  was  all  day 
yesterday  at  Balsora."  He  had  no  sooner 
said  these  words,  but  all  the  jieople  fell  into 
a  fit  of  laughter,  and  cried  out,  "He's  a 
fool,  he  's  a  madman."  There  were  some, 
however,  that  pitied  him  because  of  his 
youth  ;  and  one  among  the  company  said  to 
him,  "  My  son,  you  must  certainly  be  crazed; 
you  do  not  consider  what  you  say.  Is  it 
possible  thac  a  man  could  yesterday  be  at 
Balsora,  the  same  night  at  Cairo,  and  next 
morning  at  Damascus  ?  Sure  you  are  asleep 
still :  come  rouse  up  your  spirits. "     * '  What 


I  say,"  answered  Bedreddin  Hassan,  "is  so 
true,  that  last  night  I  was  married  in  the 
city  of  Cairo."  All  those  that  laughed  be- 
fore could  not  forbear  laughing  again,  when 
he  said  so.  "CaU  yourself  to  mind,"  said 
the  same  person  that  spoke  before;  "you 
have  sure  enough  dreamt  all  this,  and  that 
fancy  stUl  possesses  your  brain."  "I  am 
sensible  of  what  I  say,"  answered  the  yoiing 
man.  "  Pray  can  you  tell  me  how  it  was 
possible  for  me  to  go  in  a  dream  to  Cairo, 
where  I  am  very  certain  I  was  in  person, 
and  where  my  bride  was  seven  times  brought 
before  me,  each  time  dressed  in  a  different 
hal:>it :  and  where  I  saw  an  ugly  humjj-backed 
fellow,  to  whom  they  intended  to  give  her  ? 
Besides,  I  want  to  know  what  is  become  of 
my  gown,  my  turban,  and  the  bag  of  sequins 
I  had  at  Cairo." 

Though  he  assured  them  that  all  these 
things  were  matter  of  fact,  yet  they  could 
not  forbear  to  laugh  at  him ;  which  put  him 
into  such  confusion,  that  he  knew  not  what 
to  think  of  all  those  adventures. 

Daylight,  which  began  to  appear  in 
Schahriar's  apartment,  imposed  silence  on 
Scheherazade ;  but  next  night  she  resumed 
her  story. 


The  Hundred  and  Fifth  Night. 

Sir,  said  she  after  Bedreddin  Hassan  had 
confidently  affirmed  aU  that  he  said  to  1)e 
true,  he  rose  up  to  go  into  the  town,  and 
every  one  that  followed  him  called  out,  "A 
madman,  a  fool."  Upon  this  some  looked 
out  at  their  windows,  some  came  to  their 
doors,  and  others  Joined  with  those  that 
were  about  him,  calling  out  as  they  did,  "  A 
madman  ;  "  but  not  knowing  for  what.  In 
this  perplexity  of  mind  the  young  gentle- 
man happened  to  come  before  a  pastrycook's 
shop,  and  went  into  it  to  avoid  the  rabble. 

This  pastrycook  had  formei-ly  been  cap- 
tain to  a  troop  of  Arabian  robbers,  wlio 
plundered  the  caravans  ;  and  though  he  was 
become  a  citizen  of  Damascus,  where  he  be- 
haved himself  to  every  one's  content,  yet  he 
was  dreaded  by  all  those  that  knew  him  ; 
wherefore,  as  soon  as  he  came  out  to  the 
rabble  that  followed  Bedreddin,  they  dis- 
persed. 

The  pastrycook,  seeing  them  all  gone, 
asked  him  what  he  was,  and  who  brought 
him  thither?  Bedi-eddin  Hassan  told  hnn 
all,  not  concealing  his  birth,  nor  the  death 
of  his  father,  the  grand  vizier.  He  after- 
wards gave  him  an  account  why  he  left 
Balsora ;  how,  after  he  had  fallen  asleei» 
the  night  following  upon  hiS  father's  tomb, 
he  foimd  himself  when  he  awaked  at  Cairo, 
where  he  had  married  a  lady  ;  and  at  last, 
in  what  amazement  he  was,  when  he  found 
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himself  at  Damascus,  without  being  al)le  to 
penetrate  into  all  those  wouderful  adven- 
tures. 

"Your  history  is  one  of  the  most  surpris- 
ing,'," said  the  itastrycook  ;  "  but  if  you  will 
follow  my  advice,  you  shall  let  no  man 
know  those  matters  you  have  revealed  to 
me,  Init  patiently  expect  till  Heaven  think 
lit  to  put  an  end  to  your  misfortunes ;  you 
shall  be  free  to  stay  with  me  tiU  then ;  and 
since  I  have  no  children,  I  wiU  own  you 
for  my  son,  if  you  consent  to  it ;  and  after 
you  arc  so  adopted,  you  may  freely  walk  up 
and  down  the  city,  without  being  exposed 
any  more  to  the  insults  of  the  rabble." 

Though  this  adoption  was  below  the  sou 
of  a  grand  vizier,  Bedreddiu  was  glad  to  ac- 
cept of  the  pastrycook's  projiosals,  judging 
it  the  best  thing  he  coidd  do,  considering 
his  then  circumstances.  The  cook  clothed 
him,  called  for  witnesses,  and  went  before 
a  notary,  where  he  acknowledged  him  for 
his  son.  After  this  Bedi-eddin  stayed  with 
him  ]jy  the  name  of  Hassan,  and  learned  the 
l)astry  trade. 

Whilst  this  passed  at  Damascus,  Schem- 
seddiu  jNIohammed's  daughter  awaked,  and 
finding  Bedreddin  gone  out  of  bed,  sup- 
posed he  had  risen  softly  for  fear  of  disturb- 
ing her,  but  he  would  soon  return.  As  she 
was  in  expectation  of  him,  her  father,  the 
vizier,  (a^Iio  was  mightdy  vexed  at  the 
allront  put  upon  him  by  the  sultan,)  came 
and  knocked  at  her  chamber  door  with  a 
resolution  to  bewail  her  sad  dostiuy.  He 
called  her  by  her  name,  and  she  knowing 
him  by  his  voice,  immediately  got  up,  and 
ojiened  the  door.  She  kissed  his  hand,  and 
received  him  with  so  much  satisfaction  in 
her  countenance  as  surprised  the  vizier,  (who 
expected  to  fkid  her  di-oMoicd  in  tears,  and 
as  much  grieved  as  himself.)  "Unhaijpy 
wretch  !  "  said  he  in  a  passion,  "do  you  ap- 
pear before  me  thus?  After  the  hideous 
sacrifice  you  have  just  consummated,  can 
you  see  me  with  so  much  satisfaction  ? " 
Scheherazade  left  off  when  she  came  this 
length,  because  day  appeared,  and  next 
night  resumed  her  discourse  to  the  sultan  of 
the  Indies. 


The  Hundred  and  Sixth  Night. 

Sir,  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  went  on  with 
the  relation  of  Bedreddin  Hassan's  story 
thus : — 

The  new  bride  seeing  her  father  angry  at 
her  pleasant  countenance,  said  to  him,  "  For 
God's  sake,  sir,  do  not  reproach  me  wrong- 
fully ;  it  is  not  the  hump -back  fellow,  whom 
I  abhor  more  than  death;  it  is  not  that 
monster  I  have  married  ;  everybody  laughed 
him  to  scoi'n,  and  put  him  so  out  of  counten- 
ance, that  he  was  forced  to  run  away  and 


hide  himself,  to  make  room  for  a  charming 
yoiuig  gentleman,  who  is  my  real  husband." 
"What  fable  do  you  tell  me?"'  said  Schem- 
seddin  Mohammed,  rougldy.  "What!  did 
not  crook-back  lie  with  you  to-night?" 
"No,  sir,"  said  she;  "it  was  that  yoimg 
gentleman  I  told  you  olF,  who  has  large  eyes 
and  black  eyebrows."  At  these  words,  the 
■^Tzier  lost  all  patience,  and  fell  into  a  terriljle 
passion.  "Ah!  wicked  woman,"  said  he, 
"you  will  make  me  distracted!"  "It  is 
you,  father,"  said  she,  "  that  jnit  me  out  of 
my  senses  by  your  incredulity."  "  So  it  is 
not  true,"  i-eplied  the  vizier,  "that  hump- 
back " "Let  us  talk  no  more  of  humxi- 

back,"  said  she ;  "a  curse  upon  hump-back ! 
must  I  always  have  him  cast  in  my  dish  ? 
Father,"  said  she,  "I  tell  you  once  more, 
that  I  did  not  bed  with  him,  but  with  my 
dear  spouse,  who,  1  believe,  is  not  very  far 
ofl". 

Schemseddin  Mohammed  went  out  to  seek 
him ;  but  instead  of  seeing  him,  was  mightily 
surprised  to  find  hump-back  with  his  head 
on  the  ground  and  his  heels  iippermost,  as 
the  genie  had  set  him  against  the  wall. 
"What  is  the  meaning  of  this?"  said  he; 
' '  who  placed  you  thus  ? "  Or ook-back,  know- 
ing it  to  be  the  A'izier,  answered,  "Alas! 
alas  !  it  is  you  then  that  would  marry  me  to 
the  mistress  of  a  buffalo,  the  sweetheart  of 
an  iigly  genie :  I  won't  be  yoiu*  fool ;  you 
shan't  put  a  trick  upon  me. " 

Scheherazade  sto23ped  here,  and  next  night 
resumed  her  story  thus : — 


The  Hundred  and  Seventh  Night. 

Sir,  Schemseddin  Mohammed,  when  he 
heard  hump-back  speak  thus,  thought  he 
was  raving,  and  bid  him  move,  and  stand 
upon  his  legs.  "  I  will  take  care  how  I  do 
that,"  said  hump-back,  "unless  the  sun  be 
risen.  Ivnow,  sir,  that  when  I  came  hither 
last  night,  on  a  sudden,  a  black  cat  ap2)eared 
to  me,  and  in  an  iu.staut  grew  as  big  as  a 
buffalo.  I  have  not  forgot  what  he  said  to 
me,  therefore  you  may  go  about  your  busi- 
ness, and  leave  me  here."  The  vizier,  instead 
of  going  away,  took  him  by  the  heels,  and 
made  liim  get  up.  Then  hump-back  ran  off 
as  fast  as  he  coidd,  without  looking  behind 
him  ;  and  coming  to  the  palace,  presented 
himseK  to  the  sidtan,  who  laughed  heartily 
when  he  told  him  the  story  how  the  genie 
had  served  him. 

Schemseddin  Mohammed  retiu-ned  to  his 
daughter's  chamber  more  astonished  than 
before.  "Well  then,  my  abused  daughter," 
said  he,  "  can  you  give  me  no  further  light 
into  this  matter?"  "  Sir,"  said  she,  "  I  can 
give  you  no  other  accoimt  than  what  I  have 
done  already.  Here  are  my  husband's  clothes, 
which  he  left  upon  the  chair ;  perhaps  you 
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may  find  somewhat  there  that  may  solve 
your  doiiht."  Then  she  shewed  him  Bedred- 
din's  turban,  which  he  took  and  examined 
narrowly  on  all  sides.  I  should  take  this  to 
be  a  vizier's  turban,  if  it  were  not  made 
after  the  Moussol*  fashion.  But  perceiving 
somewhat  to  be  sewed  between  the  stuff  and 
the  lining,  he  called  for  scissors,  and  having 
unript  it,  found  the  paper  which  Koureddin 
Ali  gave  Bedreddiu  his  son  as  he  was  dying, 
and  which  he  had  put  into  his  turban  for 
more  security. 

Schemseddin  Mohammed  having  opened 
the  paper,  knew  his  brother  Koureddin's 
hand,  and  found  this  superscription,  "For 
my  son,  Bedreddin  Hassan."  Before  he 
could  make  any  reflections  upon  it,  his 
daughter  delivered  him  the  bag  that  lay 
under  his  clothes,  which  he  Ukewise  opened, 
and  found  it  full  of  sequins;  for,  as  I  told 
you  before,  notwithstanding  all  the  liberality 
of  Bedreddin,  it  was  still  kept  full  by  the 
genie  and  fairj^  He  read  these  following 
words  upon  a  note  in  the  bag  : — "A  thousand 
sequins  belonging  to  Isaac  the  Jew."  And 
these  lines  imderneath,  which  the  Jew  wi'ote 
before  he  parted  from  Bedreddin  Hassan: 
— •'  Delivered  to  Bedreddin  Hassan,  for  the 
cargo  of  the  first  of  those  ships  that  formerly 
belonged  to  Noureddin  Ali  his  father,  of 
worthy  memory,  sold  unto  me  upon  its  arriv- 
al in  this  place."  He  had  scarce  read  these 
words,  when  he  gave  a  shout,  and  fainted 
away. 

Scheherazade  gave  over  here,  and  next 
night  began  again  thus : — 


The  Hundred  and  Eighth  Night. 

Sir,  the  vizier  Schemseddin  IMohammed 
being  recovered  from  his  fit  by  the  helji  of 
his  daughter,  and  the  woman  she  called  to 
her  assistance;  "  Daughter,"  said  he,  "do 
not  frighten  yourself  at  this  accident ;  the 
reason  of  it  is  such  as  you  can  scarcely 
believe.  Your  bridegroom  is  yom-  cousm, 
the  son  of  Noureddin  Ali.  The  thousand 
sequins  in  the  bag  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
quarrel  I  had  with  my  dear  brother  ;  it  is 
without  doubt  the  dowery  he  gives  you.  God 
be  praised  for  aU  things,  and  jiarticularly  for 
this  miraculous  adventure,  which  demon- 
strates his  almighty  power."  Then  looking 
again  upon  his  brother's  writing,  he  kissed  it 
several  times,  shedding  abimdance  of  tears. 

He  looked  over  the  book  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  where  he  found  the  date  of  his 
brother's  arrival  at  Balsora,  of  his  marriage, 
and  of  the  birth  of  Bedreddin  Hassan  ;  and 
when  he  compared  the  same  Avith  the  day  of 
his    own   marriage,     and   the    birth    of   hig 


*  The  town  of  Moussol  is  in  Mesopotamia,  built  over- 
Bgaiuit  old  Xincvch. 


daughter  at  Cairo,  he  admired  how  cvej-y- 
thing  did  agree  so  exactly. 

The  happy  discovery  put  him  into  such  a 
transport  of  joy,  that  he  took  up  the  book, 
with  the  ticket  of  the  bag,  and  shewed  it  to 
the  sultan,  who  pardoned  what  was  past, 
and  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  relation 
of  this  adventure,  that  he  caused  it,  with  all 
its  circumstances,  to  be  put  in  writing  for 
the  use  of  posterity. 

Meanwhile  the  vizier  Schemseddin  Mo- 
hammed could  not  comprehend  the  reason 
why  his  nephew  did  not  appear ;  he  expected 
him  every  moment,  and  was  impatient  to 
have  him  in  his  arms.  After  he  had  ex- 
pected him  seven  days  in  vain,  he  searched 
for  him  through  all  Cairo,  but  could  hear  no 
news  of  him,  which  ^jerplexed  him  very  much. 
"  This  is  the  strangest  adventure,"  said  he, 
"  that  ever  man  met  with."  And  not  know- 
ing what  alteration  might  happen,  he  thought 
tit  to  di-aw  up  in  writing  with  his  own  hand, 
after  Avhat  manner  the  wedding  had  been 
solemnised  ;  how  the  hall  and  his  daughter's 
bed-chamber  were  furnished,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances. He  likewise  made  the  turban, 
the  bag,  and  the  rest  of  Bedreddin's  things, 
into  a  l)undle,  and  locked  them  up. 

The  sultancss  stojiped  here,  and  next  night 
IHUsued  her  discourse  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninth  Night. 

SlE,  after  some  days  wei-e  past,  the  vizier's 
da^ighter  jierceived  herself  with  child,  and 
was  brought  to  bed  of  a  son  after  nine  months. 
A  nurse  was  provided  for  the  child,  besides 
other  women  and  slaves  to  wait  upon  him ; 
and  his  grandfather  called  him  Agib.* 

When  young  Agib  had  attained  the  age  of 
seven,  the  vizier,  instead  of  teaching  him  to 
read  at  home,  put  him  to  school  with  a  mas- 
ter who  Avas  in  great  esteem ;  and  two  slaves 
were  ordered  to  wait  upon  him.  Agib  used 
to  play  with  his  schoolfellows,  and  as  they 
were  all  inferior  to  him  in  quality,  they 
shewed  him  great  respect,  according  to  the 
example  of  their  master,  who  many  times 
woidd  pass  by  faidts  in  him  that  he  Moidd 
not  pass  by  in  the  rest.  This  complaisance 
spoiled  Agib,  so  that  he  became  proud  and 
insolent,  woidd  have  his  playfellows  bear  all 
from  him,  and  would  bear  nothing  from 
them,  but  be  master  everywhere ;  and  if 
any  one  took  the  liberty  to  thwart  him,  he 
would  call  them  a  thousand  names,  and 
many  times  beat  them. 

In  short,  all  the  scholars  were  weary  of 
his  company,  and  complained  of  him  to  their 
master.  He  answered  that  they  must  have 
patience.  But  when  he  saw  that  Agib  still 
grew  more  and  more  insolent,  and  occasioned 

'^  This  word  in  Arabic  signifies  "wonderful." 
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hiui  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  "  Cliildrcn,"  said 
Ijo  to  Lis  scholars,  "  I  iiiid  Agib  is  a  little 
insolent  gentleman ;  I  will  shew  yon  a  way 
liow  to  mortify  him,  so  as  ho  shall  never  tor- 
ment you  any  more  :  nay,  I  Ijelieve  it  will 
make  him  leave  the  school.  When  he  comes 
again  to-morrow,  and  tliat  you  have  a  mind 
to  2)lay  together,  set  yourselves  round  him, 
and  do  one  of  you  call  out,  Come,  let  us  play, 
but  upon  condition  that  they  who  desire  to 
])lay  shall  tell  his  own  name  and  the  names 
of  his  father  and  mother;  and  they  who  i-e- 
fiisc  it  shall  be  esteemed  bastards,  and  not 
suHered  to  play  in  our  comjiany." 

Next  day,  when  they  Avere  gathered  to- 
gether, they  failed  not  to  follow  their  master's 
instructions  ;  they  placed  themselves  round 
Agib,  and  one  of  them  caUed  out,  "Let  us  be- 
gi  n  a  play,  but  on  condition  that  he  who  cannot 
tell  his  own  name,  and  that  of  his  father  and 
mother,  shall  not  play  at  all."  They  all  cried 
out,  and  so  did  Agib,  "We  consent  to  it."  Then 
lie  that  si)oke  first  asked  cveiy  one  the  question, 
and  all  fullilled  the  condition  except  Agib, 
who  answered,  "My  name  is  Agib  ;  my  mo- 
ther is  called  the  lady  of  beauty,  and  my  father 
iScheniseddin  Mohammed,  vizier  to  the  sultan. " 

At  these  words  all  the  children  cried  out, 
"  Agib,  what  did  you  say  ?  That  is  not  the 
name  of  your  father,  but  your  grandfather." 
"A  curse  on  you,"  said  he  in  a  passion; 
' '  what  !  dare  you  say  that  the  vizier  Schem- 
seddin  Mohammed  is  not  my  father  ?"  "  No, 
no,"  cried  they,  with  great  laughter,  "he 
is  but  your  grand- 
father, and  you  shall 
not  play  with  us. 
Nay,  we  will  take 
care  how  we  come 
into  your  com- 
]iany."  Having  sjjo- 
ken  thus,  they  all 
left  him,  scoffing 
him,  and  laughing 
among  themselves, 
which  mortified 
Agib  so  much  that  '' 

he  wejjt.  ' 

This  schoolmaster,  who  was  near,  and 
heard  all  that  passed,  came  just  at  the  nick 
of  time,  and  speaking  to  Agib,  said  he,  "Agib, 
do  not  you  know  that  the  vizier  Schemseddin 
Mohammed  is  none  of  your  father,  but  your 
grandfather,  and  the  father  of  your  mother, 
the  lady  of  beauty  ?  We  know  not  the  name 
of  your  father  no  more  than  you  do.  We 
only  know  that  the  sultan  was  going  to 
marry  your  mother  to  one  of  his  grooms,  a 
hump-ljack  fellow ;  but  a  genie  lay  with 
her.  This  is  hard  \ipon  you,  and  oiight 
to  teach  yon  to  treat  your  schoolfellows 
with  less  haughtiness  than  you  have  done 
hitherto." 

Here  Scheherazade  stopped,  but  next  night 
resumed  her  discourse  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Tenth  Night. 

Sir,  little  Agib  being  nettled  at  this,  ran 
hastily  out  of  the  school,  and  went  home 
crying.  Ho  came  straight  to  his  mother's 
chamber,  who  1)eing  alarmed  to  see  him 
thus  grieved,  asked  him  the  reason.  He 
could  not  answer  for  tears,  his  grief  was  so 
great ;  and  it  was  but  now  and  then  he 
could  speak  plain  enough  to  repeat  what 
had  been  said  to  him,  and  occasioned  his 
sorrow. 

When  he  came  to  himself,  "  Mother,"  said 
he,  "  for  the  love  of  God  be  pleased  to  tell 
me  who  is  my  fathei'."  "  My  son,"  said  she, 
"  Schemseddin  Mohammed,  that  every  day 
makes  so  much  of  you,  is  your  father." 
"  You  do  not  tell  me  truth,"  said  he  ;  "he 
is  yovir  father,  and  none  of  mine.  But  whose 
son  am  I  ? "  At  this  question,  the  lady  of 
beauty  calling  to  mind  her  wedding-night, 
Avhich  had  been  succeeded  by  a  long  widow- 
hood, began  to  shed  tears,  repining  bitterly 
at  the  loss  of  so  lovely  a  husband  as  Ued- 
reddin. 

Whilst  the  lady  of  beauty  and  Agib  were 
both  weeping,  in  comes  the  vizier,  who  de- 
manded the  reason  of  their  sorrow.  The 
lady  told  him  the  shame  Agib  had  under- 
gone at  school,  which  did  so  much  affect  the 
vizier,  that  he  joined  his  tears  with  theirs, 
and  judging  from  this,  that  the  misfortune 
which  had  ha^ipened  to  his  daughter  was  the 

common    discourse 

;^~^^^^~"V,_       of  the  town,  he  was 
'  quite  out  of  pa- 

tience. 

Being  thus  afflict- 
ed, he  went  to  the 
sultan's  palace  and 
falling  prostrate  at 
his  feet,  most  hum- 
bly prayed  him  to 
give  him  leave  to 
make  a  journey  into 
the  jjrovinces  of  the 
Levant,  and  parti- 
cularly to  Balsora,  in  search  of  his  nephew 
Bedreddin  Hassan.  For  he  could  not  bear 
any  longer  that  the  people  of  the  city  should 
believe  a  genie  had  got  his  daughter  with 
child. 

The  sultan  was  much  concerned  at  the 
vizier's  affliction,  approved  his  resolution, 
and  gave  him  leave  to  go.  He  caused  a 
passport  also  to  be  written  for  him,  praying, 
in  the  most  obliging  terms  that  could  be,  all 
kings  and  princes,  in  whoso  dominions  the 
said  Bedreddin  might  sojourn,  to  grant  that 
the  vizier  might  bring  him  along  with 
him. 

Schemseddin  !Moliammed,  not  knowmg 
how  to  exi>rcss  his  thankfulness  to  the  sul- 
tan for  this  favour,  thought  it  his  duty  to  fall 
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down  before  bim  a  second  time,  and  tbe 
floods  of  tears  be  sbed  gave  bim  sufficient 
testimony  of  bis  gratitude.  At  last,  baving 
wisbed  tbe  sidtan  all  manner  of  prosperity, 
he  took  bis  leave  and  went  home  to  bis 
house,  where  be  disposed  everything  for  bis 
journey  :  and  tbe  jireparations  for  it  were 
carried  on  with  so  much  diligence,  that  in 
four  days  after  he  left  tbe  city,  accompanied 
with  bis  daughter  the  lady  of  beauty,  and 
his  grandson  Agib. 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  stopped : 
and  the  sidtan  of  tbe  Indies  got  iip,  ex- 
tremely well  pleased  mtb  tbe  sultaness's  dis- 
course, and  resolved  to  bear  it  to  the  end. 
iScbeberazade  satisfied  his  ciu-iosity  tbe  night 
following,  thus  :— 


The  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Night. 

Sir,  tbe  grand  vizier  Giafar  continuing  bis 
discourse  to  the  caliph  Haroun  Alraschid, 
proceeded  thns  : — 

Schemseddin  Mohammed  set  out  for  Da- 
mascus with  his  daughter  the  beautiful  lady, 
and  Agib  bis  grandchild.  They  travelled 
nineteen  days  without  stopping  anywhere ; 
but  on  tbe  twentieth,  arriving  in  a  very 
pleasant  mead,  at  a  small  distance  from  tbe 
gate  of  Damascus,  they  stopped  there,  and 
pitched  their  tents  iipon  tbe  banks  of  a  river, 
that  runs  through  tbe  towai,  and  gives  a  very 
agreeable  prosjiect  to  its  neighbourhood. 

The  vizier  Schemseddin  Mohammed  de- 
clared be  would  stay  in  that  pleasant  place 
two  days,  and  pursue  his  journey  on  the 
third.  In  the  meantime  he  gave  leave  to 
bis  i-etinue  to  go  to  Damascus  :  and  almost 
all  of  them  made  iise  of  it ;  some  influenced 
by  curiosity  to  see  a  city  they  bad  beard  so 
much  of,  and  others  by  tbe  opportunity  of 
vending  there  tbe  Egyptian  goods  they  bad 
brought  with  them,  or  buying  stuff's,  and 
tbe  rarities  of  the  country.  Tbe  beautiful 
Lady  desiring  her  son  Agib  might  share  in 
the  satisfaction  of  viewing  that  celebrated 
city,  ordered  tbe  black  eunuch  that  acted  in 
quality  of  his  governor,  to  conduct  bim 
thither,  and  take  care  he  came  to  no  harm. 

Agib,  in  magnificent  apparel,  went  along 
with  tbe  eunuch,  who  bad  a  large  cane  in 
bis  band.  They  bad  no  sooner  entered  the 
city,  than  Agib,  fair  and  glorious  as  tbe  day, 
attracted  tbe  eyes  of  tbe  people.  Some  got 
out  of  their  houses  to  gain  a  nearer  and 
naiTower  view  of  him ;  others  put  their  heads 
out  of  the  windows,  and  those  who  passed 
along  the  street  were  not  satisfied  in  stop- 
ping to  look  upon  liim ;  but  kept  pace  with 
him,  to  prolong  the  pleasure  of  the  agreeable 
sight,;  in  fine,  there. was  nobody  that  did  not 
admire  him,  and  bestow  a  thousand  bene- 
dictions on  the  father  and  mother  that  had 
given  being  to  so  fine  a  child.     By  chance 


the  eunuch  and  he  passed  by  the  shop  where 
Bedreddin  Hassan  was,  and  there  the  crowd 
was  so  great,  that  they  were  forced  to  halt. 

The  pastrycook  that  had  adopted  Bed- 
reddin Hassin  had  died  some  years  before, 
and  left  him  bis  shop  and  aU  bis  estates.  So 
Bedreddin  became  master  of  the  shop,  and 
managed  the  pastry  trade  so  dexterously,  that 
be  gained  great  reputation  in  Damascus. 
Bedreddin  seeing  so  great  a  crowd  before  bis 
door,  that  were  gazing  so  attentively  upon 
Agib  and  the  black  eunuch,  stepped  out  to 
see  them  himself. 

This  said,  Scheherazade  perceived  it  was 
day,  and  so  was  silent :  upon  this  Schabriar 
rose  impatient  to  know  what  should  pass 
between  Agib  and  Bedreddin.  Towards  tbe 
end  of  the  next  night,  tbe  sidtaness  satisfied 
bis  impatience,  by  resuming  tbe  story  as  fol- 
lows : — 


The  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Night. 

Bedreddin  Hass.vn,  continued  tbe  vizier 
Giafar,  having  cast  bis  eyes  iiarticidarly 
upon  Agib,  presently  found  bimsielf  moved, 
be  knew  not  how,  nor  for  -what.  He  was  not 
struck,  like  the  people,  with  tbe  brilliant 
beauty  of  the  boy  ;  another  cause,  unknown 
to  him,  gave  rise  to  tbe  uneasiness  and  emo- 
tion he  felt.  It  was  tbe  force  of  blood  that 
^\Tougbt  in  this  tender  father;  who  laying 
aside  bis  business,  made  up  to  Agib,  and 
with  an  engaging  air,  said  to  him,  "  ily 
little  lord,  who  bast  won  my  soid,  be  so  kind 
as  to  come  into  my  shop,  and  eat  a  bit  of 
such  fare  as  I  have  ;  that  I  may  have  tbe 
pleasure  of  admiring  you  at  my  ease."  These 
woi-ds  be  pronounced  with  such  tenderness, 
that  tears  trickled  from  bis  eyes.  Little  Agib 
was  moved  when  he  saw  it,  and  turning  to 
the  eunuch,  "This  honest  man,"  said  be, 
"  has  a  face  that  jdeases  me  ;  he  sjieaks  in 
such  an  affectionate  manner,  that  I  cannot 
avoid  complying  with  bis  request ;  let  us  stej) 
into  this  house,  and  taste  bis  jiastry."  "  It 
w^ould  be  a  fine  thing  truly,"  reidied  the 
slave,  "to  sec  the  sou  of  a  vizier,  like  you,  go 
into  a  pastrycook's  shop  to  eat ;  do  not  im- 
agine that  I  w^ill  suffer  any  such  thing." 
"Alas!  my  little  lord,"  cried  Bedreddin,  "it 
is  a  great  piece  of  cruelty  to  trust  the  conduct 
of  you  in  tbe  hands  of  a  person  who  treats 
you  so  harshly."  Then  ajj^dying  himself  to 
the  eunuch,  "My  good  friend,"  continued 
be,  "pray  do  not  binder  this  yoimg  lord 
from  granting  me  the  favour  I  ask  ;  do  not 
put  that  piece  of  mortification  upon  me ; 
rather  do  me  the  bonom-  to  walk  in  along 
with  him,  and  liy  so  doing  you  will  let  the 
world  know  that,  though  your  outside  is 
brown  like  a  chestnut,  your  inside  is  as  white. 
Do  you  know,"  continued  be,  "that  I  am 
mitster  of  the  secret  to  make  you  white,  in- 
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Gtoad  of  being  black  as  yon  .are  ?"  This  set 
the  eiiniich  a-hxughing,  aucl  then  he  asked 
IjecbedJin  what  that  secret  was.  "I  will 
tell  you,"  replied  Bedreddiu,  and  so  he  re- 
peated some  verses  in  praise  of  black  eunuchs, 
implying  that  it  was  by  their  ministry 
that  the  honour  of  princes  and  of  all  great 
men  was  secured.  The  eunuch  was  so 
charmed  with  these  verses  that,  without 
further  hesitation,  he  suffered  Agib  to  go 
into  the  shop,  and  went  in  with  him  him- 
self. 

Bedreddin  Hassan  was  overjoyed  in  hav- 
ing obtained  what  he  had  so  passionately 
desired,  and  falling  again  to  the  work  he 
had  thus  discontinued,  "I  was  making,"  said 
he,  "cream-tarts;  and  you  must,  with  sub- 
mission, eat  of  them.  I  am  persuaded  you 
will  find  them  very  good ;  for  my  own 
mother,  who  makes  them  incomparably  well, 
taught  me  to  make  them,  and  the  people 
seiul  to  buy  them  of  me  from  all  quarters  of 
the  town."  This  said,  he  took  a  cream-tart 
out  of  the  oven,  and  after  strewing  upon  it 
some  pomegranate  kernels  and  sugar,  set  it 
before  Agib,  who  formd  it  very  delicioiis. 

iVnother  was  served  up  to  the  eunuch,  and 
he  gave  the  same  judgment. 

While  they  were  both  eating,  Bedreddin 
Hassan  minded  Agib  very  attentively ;  and 
after  looking  upon  him  again  and  again,  it 
came  into  his  mind  that  for  anything  he 
know,  he  might  have  such  a  son  by  his 
charming  wife,  from  whom  he  had  been  so 
soon  and  so  cruelly  separated ;  and  the  very 
thought  drew  tears  from  his  eyes.  He  was 
thinking  to  have  put  some  question  to  little 
Agib  aliout  his  journey  to  Damascus  ;  but 
the  child  had  no  time  to  gn-atify  his  curiosity, 
for  the  eunuch  pressing  him  to  return  to  his 
grandfather's  tents,  took  him  away  as  soon 
as  he  had  done  eating.  Bedreddiu  Hassan, 
not  contented  with  looking  after  him,  shut 
u]>  his  shop  immediately,  and  went  after 
liim. 

When  Scheherazade  came  to  this  period, 
she  perceived  day,  and  discontinued  her 
story.  Then  Schahriar  rose,  resolving  to 
hear  the  story  out,  and  to  suffer  the  sidta- 
ness  to  live  till  she  had  made  an  end  of  it. 


The  Hundred  and  Tliirteentli  Night. 

Xext  morning,  before  daybreak,  Diuai-zade 
awaked  her  sister,  who  went  on  as  follows  : — 
BetUeddin  Hassan,  continued  the  vizier 
Giafar,  ran  after  Agib  and  the  eunuch,  and 
overtook  them  before  they  were  got  to  the 
gate  of  the  city.  The  eimuch,  perceiving 
he  followed  them,  Mas  extremely  surprised. 
"You  impertinent  fellow,  you,"  said  he, 
with  an  angry  tone,  "what  do  you  want?" 
"My  dear  fi-iend,"  replied  Bedreddiu,  "do 


not  you  trouble  yourself.  I  have  a  little 
business  out  of  tow^l,  that  is  just  come  into 
my  head,  and  I  must  needs  go  and  look  after 
it."  This  answer,  however,  did  not  at  all 
satisfy  the  eunuch,  who,  turning  to  Agib, 
said,  "This  is  all  owing  to  you;  I  foresaw 
I  should  repent  of  my  complaisance ;  you 
woidd  needs  go  into  the  man's  shop — it  was 
not  wisely  done  in  me  to  give  you  leave." 
"  Perhaps,"  replied  Agib,  "  he  has  real  busi- 
ness out  of  town,  and  the  road  is  free  to 
everybody."  While  this  passed,  they  kept 
walking  together,  without  looking  behind 
them,  till  they  came  near  the  vizier's  tents, 
upon  which  they  turned  about  to  see  if  Bed- 
reddin followed  them.  Agib,  perceiving  he 
was  within  two  paces  of  him,  reddened  and 
whitened  alternately,  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent emotions  that  affected  him.  He  was 
afraid  the  grand  vizier  his  grandfather  should 
come  to  know  he  had  been  in  the  piastry- 
shop,  and  had  eaten  there.  In  this  dread,  he 
took  up  a  pretty  large  stone  that  lay  at  his 
foot,  and  thi'owing  it  at  Bedreddin  Hassan, 
hit  him  in  the  forehead,  which  gaA'e  him 
such  a  woimd,  that  his  face  was  covered 
with  blood.  Then  he  took  to  his  heels,  and 
ran  under  the  eunuch's  tent.  The  eunuch 
gave  Bedreddin  to  understand  he  had  no 
reason  to  complain  of  a  mischance  that  he 
had  merited  and  brought  upon  himseK. 

Bedi-eddiu  turned  towards  the  city,  stanch- 
ing the  lilood  of  this  wound  with  his  apron, 
which  he  had  not  put  off.  "I  was  a  fool," 
said  he  within  himself,  "for  leaving  my 
house,  to  take  so  much  pains  about  this  brat ; 
for  doubtless  he  would  never  have  used  me 
after  this  mannei",  if  he  had  not  thought  I 
had  some  ill  design  against  him."  When  he 
got  home,  he  had  his  wound  dressed,  and 
softened  the  sense  of  his  mischance  by  the 
reflection  that  there  was  an  infinite  number 
of  people  upon  the  earth  that  were  yet  more 
unfortunate  than  he. 

Day  peeping  in,  obliged  the  sultaness  to 
silence ;  and  Schahriar  got  up,  pitying  Bed- 
reddin, and  impatient  to  know  the  sequel  of 
the  story. 


The  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Night. 

ToWjVeds  the  close  of  the  ensuing  night, 
Scheherazade,  addressing  herself  to  the  sul- 
tan of  the  Indies,  pursued  her  story  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Sk,  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  continuing  the 
story  of  Bedreddin  Hassan,  Bedreddin,  said 
he,  kejit  on  the  pastry  trade  at  Damascus, 
and  his  imcle  Schemseddin  ]\Iohammcd  went 
from  thence  three  days  after  his  arrival.  He 
went  by  way  of  Emaus,  Hanah,  and  Halcp ; 
then  crossed  the  Euphrates,  and,  after  jjass- 
ing  through  Mardin,  Moussol,  Singier,  I)iar- 
beker,  and  several  other  towns,  arrived  at 
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last  at  P.alsora;  and  immediately  after  his 
arrival,  desired  audience  of  tlie  sidtan,  -who 
"was  no  sooner  informed  of  Schemseddin's 
quality  tlian'  he  gave  him  audience,  received 
him  very  favom-ably,  and  asked  him  the 
occasion  of  his  journey  to  Balsora.  "Sir," 
replied  the  vizier  Schemseddin  Mohammed, 
"  I  come  to  know  what  is  become  of  the  sou 
of  Xoureddin  Ali  my  brother,  who  has  had 
the  honour  to  serve  your  majesty."  "Nou- 
reddin  Ali,"  said  the  sultan,  "has  been  dead 
a  long  while ;  as  for  his  son,  all  I  can  teU 
you  of  him  is  that  he  disappeared  all  on  a 
sudden,  about  two  months  after  his  father's 
death,  and  nobody  has  seen  him  since,  not- 
withstanding all  the  inquiry  I  ordered  to  be 
made.  But  his  mother,  who  is  daughter  of 
one  of  my  viziers,  is  still  alive."  Schem- 
seddin Mohammed  desired  leave  of  the  sul- 
tan to  see  her,  and  cany  her  to  Egj^^t;  and 
having  obtained  his  request,  without  tarry- 
ing till  the  next  day  for  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  her,  inquired  after  her  place  of  abode, 
and  that  very  hour  went  to  her  house,  ac- 
companied with  his  daughter  and  his  grand- 
son. 

The  widow  of  Koureddin  Ali  lived  still  in 
the  same  jjlace  where  her  husband  had  lived. 
It  was  a  line  stately  house,  adorned  with 
marble  pillars ;  but  Schemseddin  did  not  stop 
to  \new  it.  At  his  entry  he  kissed  the  gate, 
and  the  piece  of  marble  upon  which  his 
brother's  name  was  written  in  letters  of  gold. 
He  asked  to  speak  with  his  sister-in-law,  and 
was  told  by  her  servants  that  she  was  in  a 
small  building  in  form  of  a  dome,  which  they 
shewed  to  him,  in  the  middle  of  a  very  spa- 
cious court.  This  tender  mother  used  to 
spend  the  greatest  part  of  day  and  night  in 
that  room,  which  she  had  built  for  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  tomb  of  Bedreddin  Hassan, 
whom  she  took  to  be  dead  after  so  long 
absence.  At  that  very  minute  she  was 
pouring  tears  over  the  thoughts  of  that  dear 
child,  and  Schemseddin  ilohammed  entering, 
found  her  buried  in  the  deepest  affliction. 

He  made  his  comi^iment,  and,  after  be- 
seeching her  to  suspend  her  tears  and  sighs, 
informed  her  he  had  tbe  honour  to  l)e  her 
brother-in-law,  and  acquainted  her  with  the 
reason  of  his  journey  from  Cairo  to  Balsora. 

These  words  were  no  sooner  spoken  than 
Scheherazade  dropped  her  story,  upon  the 
apjiroach  of  day ;  but  resumed  the  thread  of 
it  next  night  in  the  following  manner  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Night. 

Schemseddin  Mohammed,  continued  the 
vizier  Giafar,  after  acqiiainting  his  sister-in- 
law  with  all  that  passed  at  Cairo  on  his 
daughter's  wedding-night,  after  informing 
her  of  the  surprise  occasioned  by  the  dis- 
covery of  the  paper  sewed  up  m  Bedreddin's 


turban,  presented  to  her  Agib  and  the  beau- 
tiful lady. 

The  Avidow  of  Noureddiu  Ali,  who  had 
still  continued  sitting  like  a  woman  dejected 
and  weaned  from  the  afiairs  of  this  world, 
no  sooner  understood  by  his  discourse  that 
her  dear  son,  whom  she  lamented  so  bitterly, 
might  stiU  be  alive,  than  she  arose,  and  re- 
peatedly embraced  the  beautiful  lady  and 
her  grandchild  Agilj ;  and,  perceiving  in  the 
youth  the  features  of  Bedreddin,  shed  tears 
of  a  quite  different  stamp  from  what  she 
had  been  so  long  accustomed  to  shed.  She 
coidd  not  forbear  kissing  the  youth,  who, 
for  his  part,  received  her  embraces  with  all 
the  demonstrations  of  joy  he  was  capable  of. 
"Madam,"  said  Schemseddin  Mohammed, 
"it  is  time  to  Avipe  off  your  tears,  aud  cease 
your  groans  ;  you  must  think  of  going  along 
with  us  to  Egypt.  The  sultan  of  Balsora 
gives  me  leave  to  carry  you  thither,  and  I 
doubt  not  you  will  agree  to  it.  I  am  in 
hopes  we  shall  at  last  find  out  your  son,  my 
nejihew ;  and  if  that  comes  to  pass,  the 
history  of  him,  of  you,  of  my  own  daughter, 
and  of  my  own  adventures,  wiU  deserve  to 
be  committed  to  writing,  and  transmitted  to 
posterity." 

The  widow  of  Noureddin  Ali  heard  this 
proposal  with  pleasure,  and  from  that  minute 
ordered  preparations  to  be  made  for  her  de- 
parture. While  that  was  doing,  Schem- 
seddin Mohammed  desired  a  second  audience ; 
and  after  taking  leave  of  the  sultan,  who 
dismissed  him  with  amj^le  marks  of  respect, 
and  gave  him  a  considerable  present  for  him- 
self, and  another  of  great  value  for  the  sul- 
tan of  Egypt,  set  out  from  Balsora  for  the 
city  of  Damascus. 

When  he  arrived  in  the  neighboiu-hood  of 
Damascus,  he  ordered  his  tents  to  be  pitched 
without  the  gate,  at  which  he  designed  to 
enter  the  city  ;  and  gave  out  he  would  tarry 
there  three  days,  to  give  his  suit  rest,  and 
buy  up  the  best  curiosities  he  coidd  meet 
with,  and  such  as  were  worthy  of  being  pre- 
sented to  the  sidtan  of  Egypt. 

While  he  was  employed  in  looking  upon 
and  ]iicking  out  the  finest  stuffs  that  the 
princi^jal  merchants  had  brought  to  his  tents, 
Agib  begged  the  black  eunuch  his  governor 
to  carry  him  through  the  city,  in  order  to 
see  what  he  had  not  leisure  to  view  as  he 
passed  before,  and  to  know  what  was  be- 
come of  the  pastrycook  that  he  had  wounded 
with  a  stone.  The  eunuch,  complying  with 
his  request,  went  along  with  him  towards 
the  city,  after  leave  obtained  of  the  beautiful 
lady  his  mother. 

They  entered  Damascus  by  the  Paradise- 
gate,  which  lay  next  to  the  tents  of  the 
vizier  Schemseddin  Mohammed.  They 
walked  through  the  great  squares  and  the 
public  places  M'hcre  the  richest  goods  were 
sold,  aud  took  a  view  of  the  ancient  mosque 


NOUREDDIN  A  LI  AND  BEDREDDIN  HASSAN. 


137 


of  the  OmmiadiB,*  at  the   hour  of  prayer, 
Ix'tw-eeu  noon  and  sunset,  t    After  that  they 
]xisseil   by  the    shop  of  Bodreildm  Hassan, 
whom  they  found  still  em])loyed  in  making 
cream-tarts.     "  I  salute  you,  sir,"  said  Agib. 
"  Do  you  know  mo  ?  do  you  remember  you 
ever  saw  me  before  ?"     I3edreddin,  hearing 
these  words,   cast  his  eyes  upon  him,  and 
knowing  him,  (such  was  the  surjirising  effect 
of  paternal  love  !)   felt  the  same  emotion  as 
when  he  saw  him  tirst  of  all.     He  was  con- 
fused,   and,    instead  of  making  an  answer, 
continued  a  long  time  without  uttering  one 
word.     But  after  all,  recover- 
ing himself,  "Aly  little  lord,"  ___a\^^^^^   ^^"^^ '''''  ^  ' 
said  he,    "be  so  kind  as  to       "^"r^Z, 
come  once   more  with  your         ^^Icf^l 
governor  into  my  house,  and          —       — 
taste   a   cream -tart.       I    beg       ^ 
yoiu-  lordship's  jjardon  for  the       ^y 
trouble  I  gave  you  in  follow-       -| 
ing  j'ou  out  of  town ;  I  was       i| 
at   that  time  not    myself,    I      / 
did   not    know   M'hat  I   did.       i     ' 
You  di-ew  me  after  you,  and 
the    violence    of   the    attrac-       \ 
tion   Avas    so    strong    that    I 
could  not  withstand  it."                \ 
Scheherazade,       obsei'ving       \ 
the  approaching  day,  stojiped      ^\ 
here ;    and    the    next    night       \ 
resumed  her  discourse  to  the      \\ 
following  purport  : —                         '  -^ 


The  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Night. 

Aniis,  continued  the  vizier  Giafar,  asto- 
nished at  what  Bedreddin  said,  replied  thus  : 
"There  is  an  excess  in  the  kindness  you 
express,  and<  unless  you  engage  under  oath 
not  to  follow  me  when  I  go  from  hence,  I 
will  not  enter  into  your  house.  If  you  give 
me  your  jiromise,  and  i^rove  a  man  of  your 
word,  I  will  visit  j'Ou  again  to-morrow,  since 
the  vizier,  my  grandfather,  is  still  employed 
in  buying  iip  things  for  a  present  to  the  sul- 
tan of  Egypt."  "My  little  lord,"  replied 
Bedreddin,  "  I  will  do  whatever  you  would 
have  me  to  do."  This  said,  Agib  and  the 
eunuch  went  into  the  shop. 

I'l-esently  after,  Bedreddin  set  before  them 
a  cream-tart,  that  was  full  as  good  as  what 
they  had  eaten  of  when  they  saw  him  before. 
"Come,"  said  Agib,  addressing  himself  to 
Bedreddin,  "sit  down  by  me,  and  eat  with 
us."  Becbeddin  sat  down,  and  made  offers 
to  embrace  Agib,  as  a  testimony  of  the  joy 
he  conceived  upon  his  sitting  by  him.  But 
Agib  shoved  him   off,   desiring  him   to  be 


*  That  is,  of  the  caliphs  that  reigned  after  the  four 
first  successors  of  Mohammed,  and  were  so  named  from 
one  of  their  ancestors,  whose  name  was  Ommiah. 

t  This  prayer  is  always  said  two  hours  and  a  half  be- 
fore sunset. 


quiet,  not  to  be  too  familiar  in  his  friendship, 
and  to  content  himself  with  seeing  and  con- 
versing with  him.     Bedreddin  obeyed,   and 
fell  to  singing  a  song,  the  words'  of  which  he 
composed  off-hand,  in  praise  of  Agib.     He 
did  not  eat,  but  made  it  his  business  to  serve 
his  guests.     When  they  had  done  eating,  he 
brought  them  water  to  Avash  with,*  and  a 
very  white  najjkin  to  wipe  their  hands.    Then 
he  tilled  a  large  china  cup  with  sherbet,  and 
put    snow  into  it  ;t    and  offering  to  Agib, 
"  This,"  said  he,  "  is  sherbet  of  roses,   and 
the  pleasantest  you  will  meet  with  all  the 
town  over;    I  am   sure  you 
never  tasted  better."      Agib 
having  drunk  of  it  with  plea- 
sure, Bedreddin  Hassan  took 
the  cuiJ  from  him,   and  pre- 
sented it  to  the  eunuch,  who 
drank  it  all  off  at  once. 

In  fine,  Agib  and  his  gover- 
nor having  fared  well,  re- 
turned thanks  to  the  pastry- 
cook for  their  good  entertain- 
ment, and  moved  homewai'ds, 
it  being  then  late.  When 
they  arrived  at  the  tents  of 
iSchemseddin  Mohammed, 
they  repaired  immediately  to 
the  lady's  tent.  Agib's 
grandmother  received  him 
with  transports  of  joy  ;  her 
son  Bedreddin  ran  always 
in  her  mind,  and  in  em- 
bracing Agib,  the  rememljrance  of  him  drew 
tears  from  her  eyes.  ' '  Ah,  my  child  ! " 
said  she,  "my  joy  would  be  perfect,  if  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  embracing  your  father, 
Bedreddin  Hassan,  as  I  now  embrace  you." 
Then,  sitting  down  to  supper,  she  made 
Agib  sit  by  her,  and  put  several  questions  to 
him,  relating  to  the  walk  he  had  been  tak- 
ing along  with  the  eunuch ;  and  when  he 
comjjlained  of  his  weak  stomach,  she  gave 
him  a  piece  of  cream-tart,  which  she  had 
made  for  herself,  and  was  indeed  very  good ; 
for  I  told  you  before  that  she  could  make 
them  better  than  the  best  pastrycooks.  She 
likewise  gave  some  to  the  eunuch  ;  but  both 
of  them  had  eaten  so  heartily  at  Bedreddin's 
house,  that  they  could  not  taste  a  bit. 

Here  approaching  day  put  a  stoj)  to  Sche- 
herazade's story  for  this  night ;  but  towards 
the  close  of  the  next,  she  resumed  it  in  the 
fallowing  terms  : — 

The  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  Night. 
Agib  no  sooner  touched  the  piece  of  cream. 


iS5 


%'^^^  - 


*TheMohammedanshavinfracustom  of  washing  their 
hands  five  times  a  day,  when  tliey  go  to  prayers,  tliey 
reckon  they  have  no  occasion  to  wash  before  eating,  but 
they  always  wasli  after  eating,  because  they  eat  witliout 
forks. 
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tart  that  had  been  set  before  him,  than  he 
pretended  he  did  not  like  it,  and  left  it  xva.- 
cut;  and  Sehaban*  (siich  was  the  eunuch's 
name)  did  the  same  thing.  The  widow  of 
Noureddin  Ali  observed  with  regret  that 
her  grandson  did  not  like  the  tart.  ' '  What ! " 
said  she,  "does  my  child  thus  despise  the 
work  of  my  hands !  Be  it  known  to  you,  no 
one  in  the  world  can  make  such  cream-tarts 
besides  myself  and  your  father,  Bedreddiu 
Hassan,  whom  I  myself  taught  to  make 
them."  "  My  good  mother,"  replied  Agib, 
"give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  if  you  do  not 
know  how  to  make  better,  there  is  a  pastry- 
cook in  this  town  that  outdoes  you  in  that 
point.  We  were  at  his  shop  but  now,  and 
ate  of  one  that  is  much  better  than  yours." 

This  said,  the  grandmother,  frowning 
upon  the  eiuiuch,  "How  now,  Sehaban," 
said  she,  "was  the  care  of  my  grandchild 
committed  to  you,  to  carry  him  to  eat  at 
pastry-shops  like  a  beggar?"*  "Madam," 
replied  the  eunuch,  "it  is  true,  we  did  stop 
a  little  while  and  talked  with  the  pastry- 
cook, but  we  did  not  eat  with  him."  "  Par- 
don me,"  said  Agib,  "  we  went  into  his  shoji, 
and  there  ate  a  cream-tart."  Upon  this  the 
lady,  more  incensed  against  the  eunuch  than 
before,  rose  in  a  passion  from  the  table,  and 
running  to  the  tent  of  Schemseddin  Moham- 
med, informed  him  of  the  eunuch's  crime, 
and  that  in  such  terms,  as  tended  more  to 
inflame  the  vizier,  than  to  dispose  him  to  ex- 
cuse it. 

Schemseddin  Mohammed,  who  was  natu- 
rally passionate,  did  not  fail  on  this  occasion 
to  tlisplay  his  anger.  He  went  forthwith  to 
his  sister-in-law's  tent,  and  making  up  to 
the  eunuch,  "  What !"  said  he,  "you  iiitiful 
wretch,  have  you  the  impudence  to  abuse 
the  trust  I  repose  in  you  ? "  Sehaban,  though 
safSciently  convicted  by  Agib's  testimony, 
denied  the  fact  still.  But  the  child  persist- 
ing in  what  he  had  affii-med,  "Grandfather," 
said  he,  "I  can  assm-e  you  we  not  only  ate, 
but  we  ate  both  of  us  so  heartily  that  we 
have  no  occasion  for  supper;  besides,  the 
pastrycook  treated  us  also  with  a  gi'eat 
bowl  of  sherbet."  "Well,"  cried  Schem- 
seddin, turning  to  Sehaban,  "  after  all  this, 
win  you  continue  to  deny  that  you  entered 
the  i)astrycook's  house,  and  ate  there?" 
Sehaban  had  still  the  impudence  to  swear  it 
was  not  true.  "  Then  you  are  a  liar,"  said 
the  vizier ;  "I  believe  my  grandchild  before 
I  believe  you;  but  after  all,"  said  he,  "if 
you  can  eat  up  this  cream-tart  that  is  upon 
the  table,  I  shall  be  persuaded  you  have 
truth  on  your  side." 

Though  Sehaban  had  crammed  himself  up 
to  the  throat  before,  he  agi'ced  to  stand  that 
test,  and  accordingly  took  a  piece  of  tart; 


*  The  Mohammedans  give  this  name  generally  to  the 
black  eunuchs. 


but  his  stomach  rising  against  it,  he  was 
obliged  to  spit  it  out  of  his  mouth.  Yet  lie 
still  piu-sued  the  lie,  and  pretended  he  had 
over-eaten  himself  the  day  before,  so  that  he 
had  not  recovered  his  appetite.  The  vizier 
irritated  with  all  the  eunuch's  frivolous  pre- 
tences, and  convinced  of  his  guilt,  ordered 
him  to  lie  flat  upon  the  ground,  and  to  be 
soimdly  bastinadoed.  In  undergoing  this 
punishment,  the  poor  wi-etch  shrieked  out 
aloud,  and  at  last  confessed  the  truth.  "  I 
o^vn,"  cries  he,  "that  we  did  eat  a  cream- 
tart  at  the  pastrycook's,  and  that  it  was 
much  better  than  that  upon  the  table." 

The  widow  of  Noureddin  Ali  thought  it 
was  out  of  spite  to  her,  and  M'ith  a  design 
to  mortify  her,  that  Sehaban  commended  the 
pastrycook's  tart;  and  accordingly  said,  "I 
cannot  believe  the  cook's  tarts  are  better 
than  mine  :  I  am  resolved  to  satisfy  myself 
upon  that  head.  Where  does  he  live  ?  Go 
immediately  and  buy  me  one  of  his  tarts." 
The  eunuch  ha\'ing  received  of  her  what 
money  was  sufficient  for  that  pui-pose,  re- 
paired to  Bedreddin's  shop,  and  addressing 
himself  to  Bedreddin,  "Good  Mr  Pastrycook," 
said  he,  "take  this  money  here,  and  let  me 
have  one  of  your  cream-tarts ;  one  of  our 
ladies  wants  to  taste  them. "  Bedreddin  chose 
one  of  the  best,  and  gave  it  to  the  eunuch ; 
"Take  this,"  said  he  ;  "I  will  engage  it  is  an 
excellent  one,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  no 
person  is  able  to  make  the  like,  unless  it  be 
my  mother,  who  perhaps  is  still  alive." 

Sehaban  returned  speedily  to  the  tents, 
and  gave  the  tart  to  Noureddin's  widow,  and 
she  snatching  it  greedily  broke  a  piece  oH'; 
but  no  sooner  put  it  to  her  mouth,  than  she 
cried  out,  and  swooned  away.  Schemseddin 
Mohammed,  who  was  present,  was  extremely 
surprised  at  the  accident;  he  threw  water 
himself  upon  her  face,  and  was  veiy  active 
in  succouring  her.  As  soon  as  she  came  to 
herself, ' '  My  God ! "  cried  she,  ' '  it  miist  needs 
be  my  dear  son,  my  dear  Bedreddin,  that 
made  this  tart." 

Here  daylight  interrupted  Scheherazade  ; 
and  the  Indian  sultan  got  up  to  say  his  pray- 
ers, and  go  to  the  council.  The  next  night 
the  sidtaness  pursued  the  story  of  Bedreddin 
Hassan  in  the  following  manner  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Night. 

When  the  vizier  Schemseddin  ]\Iohammed 
heard  his  sister-in-law  say  that  the  maker 
of  the  tart  brought  by  the  eunuch  must 
needs  be  Bedreddin  Hassan,  he  was  over- 
joyed; but  reflecting  that  his  joy  might 
l)rove  groundless,  and  in  all  likelihood  the 
conjecture  of  Noureddin's  widow  Avas  false, 
' '  ^Sladam,  "said  he, ' '  why  are  you  of  that  mind  ? 
Do  you  think  there  may  not  Ijc  a  pastrycook 
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in  the  whole  world,  that  knows  how  to  make 
creani-tarts  as  well  as  your  son?"  "I  own," 
rcijlied  she,  "there  may  be  pastrycooks  that 
can  make  as  good  tarts  as  he  ;  but  forasmuch 
as  I  make  them  after  a  i)uculiar  manner,  and 
nobody  but  my  son  is  let  into  the  secret,  it 
must  absolutely  be  Ik;  that  made  this.  Come, 
my  brother,"  added  she  in  a  transport,  "let 
lis  call  up  mirth  and  joy  ;  we  have  at  last 
found  what  we  have  been  so  long  looking 
for."  "Madam,"  said  the  vizier  in  answer, 
"  I  entreat  you  to  moderate  yoiu-  impatience, 
for  we  shall  quickly  know  the  bottom  of  it. 
All  we  have  to  do  is  to  bring  the  pastrycook 
hither  ;  and  then  you  and  my  daughter  wUl 
readUy  distinguish  whether  it  is  15edreddin 
or  not.  But  you  must  both  be  hid,  so  as  to 
have  a  view  of  Bedreddin,  while  he  cannot 
see  you  ;  for  I  woidd  not  have  our  interview 
and  mutual  discovery  laid  at  Damascus. 
]My  design  is  to  delay  the  discovery  till  we 
return  to  Cairo,  where  I  promise  to  regale  you 
with  very  agreeable  diversion." 

This  said,  ho  left  the  ladies  in  their  tent, 
and  retired  to  his  own ;  where  he  called  for 
lifty  of  his  men,  and  said  to  them  :  "  Take 
each  of  you  a  stick  in  your  hand,  and  fol- 
low Schaban,  who  will  conduct  you  to  a 
pastrycook's  in  this  city.  When  you  arrive 
there,  break  and  dash  in  pieces  all  you  find 
in  the  shop  :  if  he  asks  you  why  you  commit 
that  dism-dcr,  only  ask  him  again  if  it  was 
not  he  that  made  the  cream-tart  that  was 
brought  from  his  house.    If  he  says  he  is  the 


man,  seize  his  person,  fetter  him,  and  bring 
him  along  with  you  ;  but  take  care  you  do 
not  beat  him,  nor  do  him  the  least  harm.  Go 
and  lose  no  time." 

The  vizier's  orders  were  immediately  exe- 
cuted. The  detachment,  conducted  by  the 
black  eunuch,  went  with  expedition  to  Bed- 
reddin's  house,  and  broke  in  pieces  the  plates, 
kettles,  copperpans,  tables,  and  all  the  other 
movables  and  xmteusils  they  met  with,  and 
drowned  the  sherbet-shop  with  cream  and 
comfits.  Bedreddin,  astonished  at  the  sight, 
said  with  a  pitiful  tone,  ' '  Pray,  good  people, 
why  do  you  serve  me  so  ?  What  is  the  mat- 
ter? What  have  I  done.?"  "Was  it  not 
you,"  said  they,  "that  sold  this  eunuch  the 
cream-tart  ? "  "  Yes, "  replied  he,  ' '  I  am  the 
man  :  and  who  says  anything  against  it  ?  I 
defy  any  one  to  make  a  better."  Instead  of 
giving  him  an  answer,  they  continued  to 
break  all  round  them,  and  the  oven  itself 
was  not  spared. 

In  the  meantime  the  neighbours  took  the 
alarm,  and,  surprised  to  see  fifty  armed  men 
commit  such  a  disorder,  asked  the  reason  of 
such  violence  ;  and  Bedreddin  said  once  more 
to  the  actors  of  it,  ' '  Pray  tell  me  what  crime 
I  am  guilty  of,  to  have  deserved  this  usage  ?  " 
"Was  it  not  you,"  replied  they  "that 
made  the  cream-tart  you  sold  to  the  eu- 
nuch ? " — "  Yes,  yes,  it  was  I,"  replied. he ;  I 
maintain  it  is  a  good  one.  I  do  not  deserve 
siich  usage  as  you  give  me."  However, 
without  listening  to  him,  they  seized  his  pcr- 


.son,  and,  snatching  the  cloth  off  his  turban, 
tied  his  hands  with  it  behind  his  back,  and, 
after  tlraggiug  him  by  force  out  of  his  shop, 
marched  off. 

The  mob  gathering  and  taking  compassion 
on  Bedreddin,  took  his  part,  and  oficrcd  oji- 
lio.sition  to  Schemscddin's  men ;  Ijut  that  vciy 
minute  up  came  some  officers  from  the  go- 
vernor of  the  city,  who  dispersed  the  people, 
and  favoiu-ed  the  carrying  off  of  Bedreddin ; 


for  Schemseddin  Mohammed  had  in  the  mean- 
time gone  to  the  governor's  house  to  acquaint 
him  with  what  order  he  had  given,  and  to 
demand  the  interposition  of  force  to  favour 
the  execution  ;  and  the  governor,  who  com- 
manded all  Syria  in  the  name  of  the  sultan 
of  Egypt,  was  unwilling  to  refuse  anything 
to  his  master's  vizier.  So  Bedreddin  was 
carried  off  after  all  his  cries  and  tears. 
Day  appearuig,   Scheherazade  could  jjro- 
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ceed  Jio  fiirtlier  till  next  morning  :  then  slie 
went  on  as  foUows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  Night. 

SiK,  tlie  vizier  Giafar  coutimied  bis  relation 
to  the  cahph  in  this  manner.  It  was 
needless  for  Bedreddin  Hassan  to  ask  by  the 
way  those  who  cai-ried  him  oft',  what  faidt 
had  been  found  with  his  eream-tart.  Tliey 
gave  him  no  answer.  In  short,  they  carried 
liim  to  the  tents,  and  made  him  stay  there 
till  Schemseddin  ilohammed  returned  from 
the  governer  of  Damasciis's  house. 

UiJon  the  vizier's  return,  Bedreddin  Hassan 
was  brought  before  him.  "  My  lord,"  said 
Bedreddin,  -with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "pray  do 
me  the  favour  to  let  me  know  wherein  I 
have  displeased  you."  "Why,  you  wretch 
you,"  said  the  vizier,  "  was  it  not  you  that 
made  the  cream-tart  yoii  sent  me  ?  "  "I  own 
I  am  the  man,"  replied  Bedreddin;  "but 
pray  what  crime  is  that  ?  "  "  I  wiU  punish 
you  according  to  your  deserts,"  said  Schem- 
seddin ;  it  shall  cost  you  your  life,  for  send- 
ing me  such  a  sorry  tart."  "Good  God!  " 
cried  Bedreddin,  "what  news  is  this  !  Is  it 
a  capital  crime  to  make  a  liad  cream-tart  ?  " 
"Yes,"  said  the  vizier,  "and  you  are  to 
expect  no  other  usage  from  me." 

While  this  interview  lasted,  the  ladies, 
wfeo  were  hid,  minded  Bedreddin  narrowly, 
and  readily  knew  him,  notwithstanding  he 
had  been  so  long  absent.  They  were  so 
transported  with  joy,  that  they  swooned 
away;  and,  when  they  recovered,  would 
fain  have  ran  up  and  fallen  upon  Bedi-eddin's 
neck  ;  but  the  promise  they  had  made  to 
the  vizier  of  not  discovering  themselves, 
restrained  the  tender  emotions  of  love  and  of 
nature. 

Schemseddin  Mohammed,  ha\nng  resolved 
to  set  out  that  veiy  night,  ordered  the  tents 
to  be  struck,  and  the  necessary  preparations 
to  be  made  for  his  journey.  And  as  for 
Bedreddin,  he  ordered  him  to  be  claj)ped  into 
a  chest  or  box,  well  locked,  and  laid  on  a 
camel.  When  everything  was  got  readj',  the 
vizier  and  his  retinue  began  their  march,  and 
travelled  the  rest  of  that  night,  and  all  the 
next  day,  without  stopi)ing.  In  the  evening 
they  halted,  and  Bedreddin  was  taken  out  of 
his  cage,  in  order  to  be  served  with  the  neces- 
sary refreshments,  but  still  carefully  kejtt 
at  a  distance  from  his  m<jther  and  his  Avife ; 
andduring  the  whole  expedition,  whichlasted 
twenty  days,  was  served  in  the  same  manner. 
Whentheyarrived  at  Cairo,  they  encamped 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  jjlace.  Schem- 
seddin called  for  Bedreddin,  gave  orders,  in 
his  presence,  to  a  carpenter  to  get  some  Avood 
with  all  expedition,  and  make  a  stake. 
"  Heyday  !"  said  Bedreddin,  "  what  do  you 
nieau  to  do  with  a  stake  ?  "     "  Why,  to  nail 


you  to  it,  "replied  Schemseddin, "  then  to  have 
you  carried  through  all  the  quarters  of  the 
town,  that  the  people  may  have  the  spectacle 
of  a  worthless  jjastrycook,  who  makes  cream- 
tarts  without  pepper."  This  said,  Bedreddui 
cried  out  so  comically,  that  Schemseddin  had 
enough  to  do  to  keep  his  countenance. 
"  Good  God  !  "  cried  he,  "  must  I  suffer  a 
death,  as  cruel  as  it  is  ignominioxis,  for  not 
putting  pepper  in  a  cream -tart  ?" 

At  this  period,  Scheherazade  stopx)ed, 
upon  the  approach  of  day  ;  and  Schahriar 
rose,  laughing  at  Bedreddin's  fright,  and  cu- 
rious to  know  the  sequel  of  the  story,  which 
the  sultaness  i)ursued  next  night  before 
day,  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Night. 

Sir,  the  caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  not- 
withstanding his  gi-avity,  could  not  forbear 
laughing  when  the  Aizier  Giafar  told  him 
that  Schemseddin  IMohammed  threatened  to 
put  to  death  Bedreddin,  for  not  putting 
])epper  into  the  cream-tart  he  had  sold  to 
Schaban.  " How !"  said  Bedi-eddin,  "must 
I  be  riHed,  and  have  all  the  goods  in  my 
liouse  broken  to  pieces — mii.stlbe  impi-isoued 
in  a  chest,  and  at  last  naded  to  a  stake,  and 
all  for  not  putting  pepper  in  a  cream-tart  ? 
Good  God!  who  ever  heard  of  such  a  thing  ! 
Are  these  the  actions  of  Mussidmans,  of 
persons  that  make  a  profession  of  probity 
and  justice,  and  practise  aU  manner  of  good 
works?"  With  these  words  he  shed  tears, 
and  then,  renewing  his  complaint ;  "No," 
continued  he,  "never  was  man  used  so 
unjustly,  nor  so  severely.  Is  it  possible 
they  should  be  capaljle  of  taking  a  man's  life 
for  not  putting  pepper  in  a  cream-tart  ? 
Cursed  be  all  cream-tarts,  as  well  as  the  hour 
in  which  I  was  born  !  Woidd  to  God  I  had 
died  that  minute  !  " 

Disconsolate  Bedreddin  did  not  cease  his 
lamentations ;  and  when  the  stake  was 
brought,  and  the  naUs  to  fasten  him  to  it, 
he  cried  out  bitterly  at  the  horrid  sight. 
"  Heaven  ! "  said  he,  "  can  you  suft"er  me  to 
die  an  ignominious  and  painful  death  ?  And 
all  this,  for  what  crime  ?  not  for  robbery  or 
murder,  or  renouncing  my  religion,  but  for 
not  putting  pepper  in  a  cream-tart." 

Xight  being  then  pretty  far  advanced,  the 
vizier  Schemseddin  Mohammed  ordered  IJed- 
reddin  to  be  clapped  up  again  in  his  cage, 
saying  to  him,  "  Stay  there  till  to-morrow  ; 
the  day  shall  not  be  spent  before  T  give  orders 
for  your  death."  Then  the  chest  or  cage 
was  carried  away  and  laid  upon  the  camel 
that  had  brought  it  from  Damascus  ;  at  the 
same  time  all  the  other  camels  were  loaded 
again  ;  and  the  vizier  mounting  his  horse, 
ordered  the  camel  that  carriedhis  nepliew 
to  march  before  him,  and  so  entered  the  city 
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with  all  his  sxiite.  After  passing  through 
several  streets,  where  nobody  appeared, 
every  one  being  in  bod,  he  arrived  at  his 
house,  where  he  ordered  the  chest  to  be 
taken  down,  but  not  opened  till  further 
orders. 

While  his  retinue  were  unlading  the  other 
camels,  he  took  Bedreddin's  mother  and  his 
daughter  aside,  and  addressed  himself  to  the 
latter.  "God  be  praised,"  said  he,  "my 
child,  for  this  happy  occasion  of  meeting 
your  cousin  and  your  husband.  You  re- 
member, to  bo  sure,  what  order  your  cham- 
ber was  in  on  your  wedding-night ;  go  and 
put  everything  in  the  very  same  order  they 
were  then  in  ;  and  in  the  meantime,  if  your 
memory  do  not  serve  you,  I  can  suj)ply  it 
by  a  written  account,  which  I  caused  to  be 
taken  iip  on  that  occasion  ;  as  for  what  else 
is  to  be  done,  I  will  take  care  of  that. " 

The  beautiful  lady  went  joyfuUy  about 
her  father's  orders  ;  and  he  at  the  same  time 
began  to  put  the  things  in  the  hall  in  the 
same  order  they  were  in  when  Bedreddin 
Hassan  was  therewith  the  sultan  of  Egypt's 
hunchbacked  groom.  As  he  went  over  his 
manuscript,  his  domestics  placed  every  mov- 
al)le  accordingly.  The  throne  was  not  for- 
got, nor  the  lighted  wax  candles.  When 
everything  was  put  to  rights  in  the  hall,  the 
vizier  went  into  his  daughter's  chamber,  and 
put  in  their  due  place  Bedreddin's  clothes, 
with  the  purse  of  sequins.  This  done,  he 
said  to  the  beautifid  lady,  "Undress  your- 
self, my  child,  and  go  to  bed.  As  soon  as 
Bedreddin  enters  your  room,  complain  of  his 
being  from  you  so  long,  and  tell  him,  that 
when  you  awaked  you  were  astonished  you 
did  not  find  him  by  you.  Press  him  to  come 
to  bed  again  ;  and  to-morrow  morning  you 
wiU  divert  your  mother-iu-law  and  me,  in 
telling  us  what  passes  between  you  and  him 
this  night."  This  said,  he  went  from  his 
daughter's  apartment,  and  left  her  to  undress 
herself  and  go  to  bed. 

Scheherazade  woidd  have  gone  on  with 
her  story,  but  approaching  day  obliged  her 
to  discontinue  it. 


The  Hundred  and  Twenty-First  Niglit. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  next  night,  the 
sidtan  of  the  Indies,  who  was  very  impatient 
to  know  where  the  story  of  Bedreddin  should 
end,  awaked  Scheherazade  himself,  and  bade 
her  go  on  with  it  :  which  she  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : — Schemseddin  Mohammed, 
said  the  vizier  Giafar  to  the  caliph,  ordered 
all  his  domestics  to  depart  the  haU,  except- 
ing two  or  three,  whom  he  ordered  to  stay 
there.  These  he  commanded  to  go  and 
take  Bedreddin  out  of  the  chest,  to  strip 
him  to  his  shu-t  and  drawers,  to  conduct 


him  in  that  condition  to  the  hall,  to  leave 
him  there  all  alone,  and  to  shut  the  door 
upon  him. 

Bedreddin  Hassan,  though  overwhelmed 
with  grief,  had  been  asleep  all  the  while  : 
insomuch  that  the  vizier's  domestics  had 
taken  him  out  of  the  chest,  and  stripped 
him,  before  he  awaked,  and  carried  him  so 
suddenly  into  the  hall,  that  they  did  not 
give  him  time  to  bethink  himself  where  he 
was.  When  he  found  himself  all  alone  in 
the  hall,  he  looked  round  him,  and  the  ob- 
jects of  his  sight  recalling  to  the  memory 
the  circumstances  of  his  marriage,  he  per- 
ceived, with  astonishment,  that  it  was  the 
same  hall  where  he  had  seen  the  sultan's 
groom  of  the  stables.  His  surprise  was  still 
the  greater,  when  approaching  softly  to  the 
door  of  a  chamber  which  he  found  open,  he 
spied  within  his  own  clothes,  in  the  same 
place  where  he  remembered  to  have  left  them 
on  his  wedding-night.  "  My  God  ! "  said  he, 
rubbing  his  eyes,  "am  I  asleejo  or  awake  ?" 

The  beautiful  lady,  who  in  the  meantime 
was  diverting  herself  with  his  astonishment, 
opened  the  curtains  of  her  bed  all  on  a  sud- 
den, and  bending  her  head  forwai'd,  "Jily 
dear  lord,"  said  she,  with  a  soft,  tender  air, 
"what  do  you  do  at  the  door?  Pry  thee 
come  to  bed  again !  You  have  been  out  of 
bed  a  long  time.  I  was  strangely  surprised 
when  I  awaked,  in  not  finding  you  by  me." 
Bedieddin  Hassan's  countenance  changed, 
when  he  perceived  that  the  lady  who  spoke 
to  him  was  that  charming  person  that  he 
had  lain  with  before  :  so  he  entered  the 
room,  but  calling  up  the  thoughts  of  all  that 
had  passed  for  a  ten  years'  interval,  and  not 
being  able  to  persuade  himself  that  it  all 
could  have  happened  in  the  compass  of  one 
night,  he  went  to  the  place  where  his  clothes 
lay,  and  the  purse  of  secpiins  ;  and  after 
examining  them  very  caref uUy,  ' '  By  the 
living  God,"  cried  he,  "these  are  things 
that  I  can  by  no  means  comprehend  ! "  The 
lady,  who  was  pleased  to  see  his  confusion, 
said,  once  more,  "  My  lord,  come  to  bed 
again ;  what  do  yon  stand  at  ? "  Then  he 
stepped  towards  the  bed,  and  said  to  her, 
' '  Pray,  madam,  tell  me,  is  it  long  since  I 
left  you  ? "  "  The  question,"  answered  she, 
"surji rises  me.  Did  not  you  rise  from  me 
but  now?  Sure  your  thoughts  are  very 
busy."  "  Madam,"  rejilied  Bedreddin,  "I 
do  assure  you  my  thoughts  are  not  very 
composed.  I  remember,  indeed,  to  have 
been  with  you,  but  I  remember  at  the  same 
time  that  I  have  lived  since  ten  years  at  Da- 
mascus. Now,  if  I  was  actually  in  bed  with 
you  this  night,  I  cannot  have  been  with  you 
so  long.  These  two  things  are  inconsistent. 
Pray  tell  me  what  I  am  to  think  ;  whether 
my  marriage  with  you  is  an  illusion,  or 
whether  my  absence  from  you  is  only  a 
dream?"       "Yes,    my    lord,"    cried    she, 
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"duubtlcss  yoii  were  liglit-lieadccl  wheu 
you  thouglit  you  were  at  Damascus."  Upon 
this  Bedreddin  laughed  out  heartily,  and 
said,  "  What  a  comical  fancy  is  this  !  I  as- 
sure you,  madam,  this  dream  of  mine  will 
be  very  pleasant  to  you.  Do  but  imagine, 
if  you  please,  that  I  was  at  the  gate  of  Da- 
mascus in  my  shirt  and  drawers,  as  I  am 
here  now  ;  that  I  entered  the  town  with  a 
halloo  of  a  mob  that  followed  and  insidteel 
me ;  that  I  fled  to  a  pastrycook's,  who 
adopted  me,  taught  me  his  trade,  and  left 
me  all  he  had  when  he  died  :  that  after  his 
death  I  kept  a  shop.  In  fine,  madam,  I  had 
an  infinity  of  other  adventures,  too  tedious 
to  recount :  and  all  I  can  say,  is,  that  it 
was  well  that  I  awaked,  for  they  were 
going  to  nail  me  to  a  stake."  "O  Lord! 
and  for  what,"  cried  the  lady,  feigning  asto- 
nishment, "would  they  have  used  you  so 
cruelly?  Sure  you  must  have  committed 
some  enormous  crime?"  "Not  in  the 
least,"  replied  Bedreddin  ;  "it  was  for  no- 
thing in  the  world  but  a  mere  trifle  :  the 
most  ridiculous  thing  you  can  think  of. 
All  the  crime  I  was  charged  with  was  sell- 
ing a  cream-tart  that  had  no  pepper  in  it." 
"As  for  that  matter,"  said  the  beautiful 
lady,  laughing  heartily,  "  I  must  say  they 
did  you  great  injustice."  "Ah!  madam," 
replied  he,  "that  was  not  aU.  For  this 
cursed  cream-tart  was  everything  in  my 
shop  broke  to  pieces,  myself  bound  and  fet- 
tered, and  flimg  into  a  chest,  where  I  lay  so 
close,  that  methinks  I  am  there  still.  In 
line,  a  carpenter  was  sent  for,  and  he  was 
ordered  to  get  ready  a  stake  for  me  :  but 
thanks  be  to  God,  all  those  things  are  no 
more  than  a  dream." 

At  this  period  the  approach  of  day  obliged 
Scheherazade  to  stop.  Schahriar  could  not 
forbear  laughing  at  Bedreddin,  for  taking  a 
real  thing  for  a  dream.  "I  must  owii," 
said  he,  "this  is  a  j^leasant  story,  and  I  am 
jiersuadcd  that  to-morrow  Schcmseddin  ]\Io- 
hammed  and  his  sister-in-law  will  be  ex- 
tremely pleased  with  it."  "Sir,"  replied 
the  sultaness,  "  that  I  shall  have  the  honour 
to  acquaint  you  Avith  to-morrow,  if  you  suf- 
fer me  to  live  so  long."  Upon  that  the 
sultan  rose  Avithout  saying  one  Avord  :  but 
he  had  no  mind  to  cut  her  lit  ad  off  till  he 
had  heard  the  story  out. 


The  Hundred  and  Twenty-Second  Night. 

Scheherazade,  waking  before  day,  went 
on  as  follows  : — Sir,  Bedreddin  was  not  easy 
all  night :  he  waked  from  time  to  time, 
and  ])ut  the  question  to  himself,  whether 
he  dreamed  or  was  awake  :  he  distrusted 
his  felicity  ;  and,  to  be  sure  whether  it  was 
true  or  nf>t,  opened  the  curtains,  and  looked 


round  the  room.  ' '  I  am  not  mistaken,  sure, " 
said  he;  "this  is  the  same  chamber  where 
I  entered  instead  of  the  hunchbacked  groom 
of  the  stables,  and  T  am  now  in  bed  with  the 
fair  lady  that  was  designed  for  him. "  Day- 
light, which  then  appeared,  had  not  yet  dis- 
pelled his  uneasiness,  when  the  vizier  Schcm- 
seddin Mohammed,  his  imcle,  knocked  at 
the  door,  and  at  the  same  time  went  in  to 
bid  him  good-morrow. 

Bedreddin  Hassan  was  extremely  sur- 
prised to  see,  all  on  a  svidden,  a  man  that 
he  knew  so  well,  and  that  now  appeared 
with  a  quite  different  air  from  that  with 
M'hich  he  pronounced  the  terrible  sentence 
of  death  against  him.  "Ah!"  cried  Bed- 
reddin, "it  was  you  that  condemned  me  so 
unjustly,  to  a  kind  of  death,  the  thoughts 
of  which  make  me  shudder,  and  all  for  a 
cream -tart  without  pepper. "  The  ^nzier  fell 
a-laughing,  and  to  put  him  out  of  susi^ense, 
told  him  how,  by  the  ministiy  of  a  genius, 
(for  Hunchback's  relation  made  him  suspect 
the  adventure,)  he  had  been  at  his  house, 
and  had  married  his  daughter  instead  of  the 
sidtan's  gi-oom  of  the  stables ;  then  he  ac- 
quainted him  that  he  had  discovered  him  to 
be  his  nephew,  by  a  book  Avritten  by  the 
hand  of  Noureddin  Ali ;  and  pursuant  to 
that  discovery  had  gone  from  Cairo  to  Bal- 
sora  in  quest  of  him.  "  My  dear  nephew," 
added  he,  embracing  him  with  every  expres- 
sion of  tenderness,  "  I  ask  your  pardon  for 
all  I  have  made  you  undergo  since  I  dis- 
covered you.  I  had  a  mind  to  bring  you  to 
my  house  before  I  told  you  your  happiness  ; 
Avhich  ought  now  to  be  so  much  the  dearer 
to  you,  as  it  has  cost  you  so  miich  perplexity 
and  affliction.  To  atone  for  all  your  afflic- 
tions, comfort  yourself  with  the  joy  of  being 
in  the  company  of  those  who  ought  to  be 
dearest  to  you.  While  you  are  dressing 
yourself,  I  will  go  and  acquaint  your  mother, 
who  is  beyond  measure  imxmtient  to  see  you ; 
and  will  likewise  bring  to  you  your  son, 
whom  you  saw  at  Damascus,  and  for  whom 
you  shewed  so  much  affection,  without 
knowing  him. 

No  words  are  of  sufficient  enei-gy  to  ex- 
press the  joy  of  Bedreddin  when  he  saw  his 
mother  and  his  son.  These  three  embraced, 
and  shewed  all  the  transports  that  love  and 
tenderness  could  inspire.  The  mother  spoke 
to  Bedreddin  in  the  most  moving  terms; 
she  mentioned  the  grief  she  had  felt  for  his 
long  absence,  and  the  tears  she  had  shed. 
Little  Agib,  instead  of  flying  his  father's 
embraces,  as  at  Damascus,  received  them 
with  all  the  marks  of  i)leasure.  And  Bed- 
reddin Hassan,  divided  between  two  objects 
so  worthy  of  his  love,  thought  he  could  not 
give  sufficient  marks  of  his  affection. 

While  this  passed  at  Schemseddin  Mo- 
hammed's, the  vizier  was  gone  to  the  palace, 
to  give  the  sultan  an  account  of  the  hapi)y 
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Buccoss  of  his  voyage ;  and  the  sultan  was 
so  charmed  with  the  recital  of  the  story, 
that  he  ordered  it  to  be  taken  down  in  writ- 
ing, and  carefully  preserved  among  the 
archives  of  the  kingdom.  After  Schem- 
seddin's  return  to  his  lionsc,  having  pre]iared 
a  noble  feast,  he  sat  down  to  table  with  his 
family,  and  all  the  household  passed  the  day 
in  solemnity  and  mirth. 

The  \-izier  Giafar  having  thus  made  an 
end  of  the  story  of  Bedreddin  Hassan,  told 
the  caliph  Haronn  Alraschid  that  this  was 
what  he  had  to  relate  to  his  majesty.  The 
calijjh  found  the  story  so  siu-jirising,  that 
without  further  hesitation  he  granted  his 
slave  Eihan's  pardon  ;  and,  to  condole  the 
young  man  for  the  grief  of  having  unhappily 
deprived  himself  of  a  woman  whom  he  loved 
so  tenderly,  married  him  to  one  of  his  slaves, 
bestowed  liberal  gifts  iijDon  him,  and  main- 
tained him  till  he  died.  But,  Sir,  added 
Scheherazade,  observing  the 
day  Ijcgan  to  appeal-,  though 
the  story  I  have  now  told 
you  be  very  agreeable,  I 
have  one  still  that  is  much 
more  so.  If  your  majesty 
pleases  to  hear  it  the  next 
night,  I  am  certain  you  will 
be  of  the  same  mind.  Schah- 
riar  rose  without  giving  any 
answer,  and  was  perplexed 
what  to  do.  The  good  sxil- 
tauess,  said  he  within  himseK, 
tells  very  long  stories,  and 
when  once  she  begins  one, 
there  is  no  refusing  to  hear  [ 
it  out.  I  cannot  tell  whe- 
ther I  shall  put  her  to  death 
to-day  or  not.  I  certainly 
will  not  •  I  wiU  do  nothing 
rashly.  The  story  she  pro- 
mises is,  perhaps,  more  divert- 
ing than  all  she  has  told  yet : 
I  will  not  deprive  myself  of  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  it ;  when  once  she  has  told  it,  then 
she  shall  die. 


The  Himclrecl  and  Twenty-Third  Night. 

DiNAEZ.UJE  did  not  fail  to  awake  the 
sultaness  of  the  Indies  before  day ;  and  the 
sultaness,  after  asking  leave  of  the  sultan, 
began  the  story  she  had  promised  to  the 
following  pui-pose : — 


XnE  STOKY  OF  THE  LITTLE  nUNCHEACK. 

There  was  in  former  times  at  Casgar, 
upon  the  utmost  skirts  of  Tartary,  a  tailor 
that  had  a  pretty  wife  whom  he  doted  on, 
and  was  reciprocally  loved  by  her.  One 
day,  as  lie  sat  at  work,  a  little  hunchback 


came  and  sat  down  at  the  shop-door,  and 
fell  to  singing,  and  playing  upon  a  tabor. 
The  tailor  took  pleasure  to  hear  him,  and 
resolved  to  take  him  into  his  house  to  please 
his  wife.  "This  little  follow,"  said  he  to  his 
wife,  "will  divert  us  both  this  evening." 
He  invited  him  in,  and  the  other  readily 
accepted  of  the  invitation  ;  so  the  tailor  shut 
up  his  shop,  and  carried  him  home.  As 
soon  as  they  came  in,  the  tailor's  wife,  having 
before  laid  the  cloth,  it  being  siqiper  time, 
set  before  them  a  good  dish  of  fish  ; — but 
as  the  little  man  was  eating,  he  unluckily 
swallowed  a  large  bone,  of  which  he  died 
in  a  few  minutes,  notwithstanding  all  that 
the  tailor  and  his  wife  could  do  to  prevent 
it.  Both  were  heartily  frightened  at  the 
accident,  knowing  it  hapjiened  in  their 
house ;  and  there  was  reason  to  fear  that 
if  the  magistrates  happened  to  hear  of  it, 
they  would  be  punished  as  murderers.  How- 
evei',  the  husband  foimd  an 
exj)edient  to  get  rid  of  the 
corpse  :  he  reflected  there 
was  a  Jewish  doctor  that 
lived  just  by,  and  having 
presently  contrived  a  scheme, 
his  wife  and  he  took  the 
corpse,  the  one  by  the  feet, 
and  the  other  by  the  head, 
and  carried  it  to  the  physi- 
cian's house.  They  knocked 
at  the  door,  from  which  a 
steep  pair  of  stairs  led  to 
his  chamber.  The  servant 
maid  came  down,  without 
any  light,  and  opening  the 
door,  asked  what  they  want- 
ed. "Go  lip  again,"  said 
the  tailor,  "  if  you  please, 
and  tell  your  master  we  have 
brought  him  a  man  who  is 
very  ill,  and  wants  his  ad- 
vice. Here,"  said  he,  put- 
ting a  piece  of  money  into  her  hand,  ' '  give 
him  that  beforehand,  to  convince  him  that 
we  do  not  mean  to  impose  on  him." 
While  the  servant  was  gone  up  to  acquaint 
her  master  with  the  welcome  news,  the 
tailor  and  his  wife  nimbly  conveyed  the 
hunchbacked  corpse  to  the  head  of  the 
stairs,  and,  leaving  it  there,  hurried  away. 

In  the  meantime  the  maid  told  the  doctor, 
that  a  man  and  a  woman  waited  for  him 
at  the  door,  desiring  he  would  come  down 
and  look  at  a  sick  man  whom  they  had 
brought  with  them;  and  clapping  into  his 
hand  the  money  she  had  received,  the 
doctor  was  transported  with  joy  :  being 
paid  beforehand,  he  thought  it  was  a  good 
patient,  and  should  not  be  neglected. 
"Light,  light!"  cried  he  to  the  maid;  "fol- 
low me  nimbly."  So  saying,  without  stay- 
ing for  the  Hght,  he  gets  to  the  stair-head  in 
such   haste,    that,    stumbling    against    the 
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corpse,  he  gave  him  a  kick  that  made  him 
tumble  clown  to  the  stair-foot;  he  had  al- 
most fallen  himself  along  with  him.  "A 
light !  a  light ! "  cried  he  to  the  maid ; 
"quick,  qxiick!"  At  last  the  maid  came 
with  a  light,  and  he  went  down  stairs  with 
her;  but  when  he  saw  that  what  he  had 
kicked  down  was  a  dead  man,  he  was  so 
frightened  that  he  invoked  Moses,  Aaron, 
Joshua,  Esdras,  and  all  the  other  prophets 
of  the  law.  "Unhappy  man  that  I  am!" 
said  he,  "  why  did  I  attempt  to  come  down 
without  a  light!  I  have  killed  the  poor 
fellow  that  was  brought  to  me  to  be  cured  ; 
questionless  I  am  the  cause  of  his  death,  and 
unless  Esdras's  ass*  comes  to  assist  me,  I  am 
mined.  Mercy  on  me  !  they  will  be  here 
out  of  hand,  and  drag  me  out  of  my  house 
for  a  miu-derer." 

Notwithstanding  the  perplexity  and  jeo- 
pardy he  was  in,  he  had  the  precaution  to 
shut  his  door,  for  fear  any  one  passing  by  in 
the  street  should  observe  the  mischance  of 
which  he  reckoned  himself  to  be  the  author. 
Then  he  took  the  corpse  into  his  Avife's 
chamber,  who  was  ready  to  swoon  at  the 
sight.  "  Alas  ! "  cried  she,  "  we  are  iitterly 
ruined  and  undone,  unless  we  fall  upon  some 
expedient  to  get  the  corpse  out  of  our  house 
this  night.  Beyond  all  question,  if  we  har- 
Iwur  it  till  morning  our  lives  must  pay  for 
it.  What  a  sad  mischance  is  this  !  What 
did  yoxx  do  to  kill  this  man?"  "That  is 
not  "the  question,"  replied  the  Jew;  "our 
business  now  is  to  find  out  a  remedy  for 
such  a  shocking  accident."  But,  sir,  said 
Scheherazade,  I  do  not  consider,  it  is  day. 
So  she  stopped,  and  next  night  pursued  her 
story  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Twenty-Fourth  Niglit. 

The  doctor  and  his  wife  considted  toge- 
ther how  to  get  rid  of  his  dead  corpse  that 
night.  The  doctor  racked  his  brain  in  vain ; 
he  could  not  think  of  any  stratagem  to  get 
clear ;  but  his  wife,  Avho  was  more  fertile  in 
invention,  said,  "  I  have  a  thought  just  come 
into  my  head  :  let  us  carry  the  corpse  to  the 
leads  of  our  house,  and  tumble  him  down 
the  chimney  into  the  house  of  the  Mussul- 
man, our  next  neighboiir. 

This  Mussidman  was  one  of  the  sultan's 
purveyors  for  furnishing  oil,  butter,  and  all 
sorts  of  fat  articles,  and  had  a  magazine  in 
his  house,  where  the  rats  and  mice  made 
prodigious  havoc. 

The  Jewish  doctor  approving  the  proposed 
expedient,  his  wife  and  he  took  the  little 
hunchback   iip  to  the   roof   of  the    house; 


•  Here  the  Arabian  autlior  plays  upon  the  Jews: 
this  ass  is  that  which,  as  the  Mohammetlans  believe, 
Esdras  rode  upon  when  he  came  from  the  Babylonian 
captivity  to  Jerusalem. 


and,  clapping  ropes  under  his  arm-pits,  let 
him  down  the  chimney  into  the  purveyor's 
chamber  so  softly  and  dexterously,  that  he 
stood  upright  against  the  wall,  as  if  he  had 
been  alive.  When  they  found  he  had  reached 
the  bottom,  they  pulled  up  the  ropes,  and 
left  the  corpse  in  that  posture.  They  were 
scarce  got  down  into  their  chamber,  when 
the  purveyor  went  into  his,  being  just  come 
from  a  wedding- feast,  with  a  lantern  in  his 
hand.  He  was  greatly  surprised  when,  by 
the  light  of  his  lantern,  he  descried  a  man 
standing  upright  in  his  chimney  ;  but  being 
naturally  a  stout  man,  and  ajipreheudiug  it 
was  a  thief,  he  took  up  a  good  stick,  and 
making  straight  up  to  the  hunchback,  "Ah," 
said  he,  ' '  I  thought  it  was  the  rats  and  mice 
that  eat  my  butter  and  tallow,  and  it  is  you 
come  down  the  chimney  to  rob  me !  But  I 
think  you  will  not  come  here  again  upon 
this  errand."  This  said,  he  falls  upon  the 
man,  and  gives  him  many  strokes  with  his 
stick.  The  corpse  fell  tlown  flat  on  the 
ground,  and  the  purveyor  redouljled  his 
blows;  but,  observing  the  body  not  to  move, 
he  stood  to  consider  a  little,  and  then,  per- 
ceiving it  was  a  dead  corpse,  fear  succeeded 
his  anger.  "Wretched  man  that  I  am," 
said  he,  "what  have  I  done  !  I  have  killed 
a  man  !  Alas !  I  have  carried  my  revenge 
too  far.  Good  God,  unless  thou  pity  me, 
my  life  is  gone  !  Cursed,  ten  thousand  times 
accursed,  be  the  fat  and  the  oil  tliat  gave 
occasion  to  this  my  commission  of  such  a 
criminal  action  !"  He  stood  pale  and  thun- 
derstruck :  he  thought  he  saw  the  officers 
already  come  to  drag  him  to  condign  punish- 
ment, and  could  not  tell  what  resolution  to 
take. 

Here  the  dawn  of  the  morning  interrupted 
Scheherazade,  but  next  night  she  proceeded 
thus : — 


The  Hundred  and  Twenty-Fifth  Night. 

Str,  the  siiltan  of  Casgar's  purveyor  had 
never  noticed  the  little  man's  humpback 
when  he  was  beating  him;  but  as  soon  as 
he  perceived  it,  he  threw  out  a  thousand 
imprecations  against  him.  Ah,  you  cursed 
hunchback,  cried  he,  you  crooked  sou  of  a 
bitch  !  would  to  God  you  had  robbed  me  of 
all  my  fat,  and  I  had  not  found  you  here  ! 
I  had  not  then  been  so  much  perplexed  for 
the  sake  of  you  and  your  vile  hunch.  Oh  ! 
ye  stars  that  twinkle  in  the  heavens,  give 
light  to  none  but  me  in  this  dangerous 
juncture.  As  soon  as  he  had  uttered  these 
words,  he  took  the  crooked  corpse  upon  his 
shoulders,  and  carried  him  out  of  doors  to 
the  end  of  the  street,  where  he  set  him  up- 
right, resting  against  a  shop,  and  so  trudged 
home  again,  without  looking  behind  him. 
A  few  minutes  before  the  break  of  day,  a 
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Christian  niercliant,  who  was  very  rich,  and 
furnished  the  sultan's  pahice  with  various 
articles — this  merchant,  I  say,  having  sat 
lip  all  night  at  a  debauch,  stejiped  at  that 
instant  out  of  his  house  to  go  to  bathe. — 
Though  he  was  drvuik,  he  was  sensible  that 
the  night  was  far  spent,  and  that  the  people 
would  quickly  be  called  to  the  morning 
prayers,  at  break  of  day;  therefore  he 
quickened  his  pace  to  get  in  time  to  the 
bath,  for  fear  any  Mussidman  meeting  him 
in  his  way  to  the  mosc^ue  should  carry  him 
to  prison  for  a  drunkaid.  As  he  came  to 
the  end  of  the  street,  he  stopped  upon  some 
necessary  occasion  against  the  shop  where 
the  sultan's  purveyor  had  put  the  hunch- 
backed corpse,  which,  being  jostled,  tumbled 
upon  the  merchant's  back.  The  merchant, 
thinking  it  was  a  robber  that  came  to  attack 
him,  luiocked  him  down  with  a  swinging  box 
on  the  ear,  and  after  redoubling  his  blows, 
cried  out  "thieves." 

The  outcry  alarmed  the  watch,  who  came 
lip  immediately ;  and  finding  a  Christian 
beating  a  Mussulman,  (for  humpback  was 
of  our  religion,)  "What  reason  have  you, 
said  he^  to  abuse  a  ]\Iussidman  after  this 
rate  ?  "  "  He  would  have  robbed  me, "  replied 
the  merchant,  "  and  jumped  upon  my  back 
^^•ith  intent  to  take  me  by  the  throat. "  "  If  he 
did,"  said  the  watch,  "you  have  revenged 
yourself  sufficiently  ;  come,  get  off  him." 
At  the  same  time  he  stretched  out  his  hand 
to  help  little  humpback  up ;  but  observing 
he  was  dead,  "Oh ! "  said  he,  "is  it  thusthata 
Christian  dares  to  assassinate  a  Mussidman?" 
So  saying,  he  laid  hold  of  the  Christian,  and 
carried  him  to  the  house  of  the  lieutenant  of 
the  police,  where  he  was  kept  till  the  judge 
was  stirring,  and  ready  to  examine  him. 
In  the  meantime  the  Christian  merchant 
grew  sober,  and  the  more  he  reflected  iipon 
his  adventm-e,  the  less  coidd  he  conceive 
how  such  single  blows  of  his  fist  could  kill 
the  man. 

The  judge  having  heard  the  report  of  the 
watch,  and  viewed  the  corjise,  which  they 
had  taken  care  to  bring  to  his  house,  inter- 
rogated the  Chi-istian  merchant  upon  it,  and 
he  could  not  deny  the  crime,  though  he  had 
not  committed  it.  But  the  judge,  consider- 
ing that  little  humjiback  l^elonged  to  the 
sultan,  for  he  was  one  of  his  buffoons,  would 
not  put  the  Christian  to  death  till  he  knew 
the  sidtan's  pleasure.  For  this  end  he  went 
to  the  palace,  aud  acquainted  the  sidtan 
with  what  had  happened,  aud  received  from 
the  sidtan  this  answer:  " I  have  no  mercy 
to  shew  to  a  Christian  that  kills  a  Mussul- 
man ;  go,  do  your  office."  Upon  this  the 
judge  ordered  a  gibbet  to  be  erected,  and 
sent  criers  all  over  the  city  to  proclaim  that 
they  were  about  to  hang  a  Christian  for 
killinc;  a  Mussulman. 

At  length  the  merchant  was  brought  out 


of  gaol  to  the  foot  of  the  gallows ;  and  the 
hangman  having  put  the  rope  about  his 
neck,  was  going  to  give  him  a  swing,  when 
the  sultan's  purveyor  pushed  through  the 
crowd,  made  up  to  the  gibbet,  calling  to  the 
hangman  to  stop,  for  that  the  Christian  had 
not  committed  the  murder,  but  himself  had 
done  it.  Upon  that  the  officer  who  attended 
the  execution  began  to  question  the  pur- 
veyor, who  told  him  every  circumstance  of 
his  killing  the  little  humpback,  and  how  he 
conveyed  his  corpse  to  the  place  where  the 
Christian  merchant  found  him.  You  were 
aboiit,  added  he,  to  put  to  death  an  inno- 
cent person  ;  for  how  can  he  be  guilty  of 
the  death  of  a  man  who  was  dead  before  he 
came  at  him?  It  is  enough  for  me  to  have 
killed  a  Mussulman,  without  loading  my 
conscience  with  the  death  of  a  Christian, 
who  is  not  guilty. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  the  peep  of  daj^, 
stojjt  here  ;  and  the  next  night  resumed  her 
story  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Twenty-Sixth  Night. 

Sir,  said  she,  the  sultan  of  Casgar's  pur- 
veyor having  publicly  charged  himself  with 
the  death  of  the  little  hunchbacked  man, 
the  officer  coidd  not  avoid  doing  justice  to 
the  merchant.  Let  the  Christian  go,  said 
he  to  the  executioner,  and  hang  this  man  in 
his  room,  since  it  appears  by  his  own  con- 
fession that  he  is  guilty.  Thereupon  the 
hangman  released  the  merchant,  and  clapped 
the  rope  round  the  purveyor's  neck ;  but 
just  when  he  was  going  to  pull  him  up,  he 
heard  the  voice  of  the  Jewish  doctor,  ear- 
nestly intreating  him  to  suspend  the  execu- 
tion, and  make  room  for  him  to  come  to  the 
foot  of  the  gallows. 

When  he  appeared  before  the  jiidge,  "My 
lord,"  said  he,  "this  Mussidman  yon  are 
going  to  hang  is  not  guilty;  aU  the  guilt 
lies  at  my  door.  Last  night,  a  man  and  a 
woman,  unknown  to  me,  came  to  my  door 
with  a  sick  man  they  had  brought  along ; 
my  maid  went  and  opened  it  without  a  light, 
and  received  from  them  a  piece  of  money, 
with  a  commission  to  come  and  desire  me, 
in  their  name,  to  step  down,  and  look  at  the 
sick  person.  While  she  was  delivering  her 
message  to  me,  they  conveyed  the  sick  per- 
son to  the  stair-head,  and  disappeared.  I 
went  down,  without  staying  till  my  servant 
had  lighted  a  candle,  and  in  the  dark  hap- 
pened to  stumble  upon  the  sick  person,  and 
kick  him  down  stairs.  At  length  I  saw  he 
was  dead,  and  that  it  was  the  crooked 
IMussnlman,  whose  death  you  are  now  about 
to  avenge.  So  my  wife  and  I  took  the 
corjise,  and,  after  conveying  it  np  to  the 
roof  of  our  house,  shoved  it  to  the  roof  of 
the  purveyor,   our  next  neighbour,  whom 
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yoii  were  going  to  put  to  death  unjustly,  and 
let  it  down  the  chimney  into  his  chamber. 
The  purveyor,  linding  it  in  his  house,  took 
the  little  man  for  a  thief ;  and  after  beating 
him,  concluded  he  had  killed  him  ;  but  that 
it  was  not  so,  you  will  be  convinced  by  this 
my  dejiosition;  so  that  I  am  the  only 
author  of  the  murder ; — and  though  it  was 
committed  undesignedly,  I  have  resolved  to 
expiate  my  crime,  that  I  may  not  have  to 
charge  myself  with  the  death  of  two  Mussul- 
men,  and  hinder  you  fi-om  executing  the 
sidtan's  piu-veyor,  whose  innocence  I  have 
now  revealed.  So  pray  dismiss  him,  and  put 
me  in  his  place,  for  I  alone  am  the  cause  of 
the  death  of  the  little  man. 

The  sultaness  descrying  day,  discontinued 
her  story  till  the  next  night ;  then  she  pro- 
ceeded in  the  following  manner  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Twenty-Seventh  Niglit. 

Sir,  said  she,  the  chief  justice  being  per- 
suaded that  the  Jewish  doctor  was  the  mur- 
derer, gave  orders  to  the  executioner  to  seize 
him,  and  release  the  purveyor.  Accord- 
ingly the  doctor  was  just  going  to  be  hung 
up,  when  the  tailor  ajijieared,  crying  to  the 
executioner  to  hold  his  hand,  and  make 
room  for  him,  that  he  might  come  and  make 
his  confession  to  the  chief  judge.  Room 
being  made,  "My  lord,"  said  he,  "you  have 
narrowly  escaiied  taking  away  the  lives  of 
three  innocent  persons  ;  but  if  you  will  have 
the  patience  to  hear  me,  I  will  discover  to 
you  the  real  murderer  of  the  crookbacked 
man.  If  his  death  is  to  be  expiated  by  ano- 
ther, that  must  be  mine.  Yesterday,  to- 
wards the  evening,  as  I  was  at  work  in  my 
shop,  and  was  disposed  to  be  merry,  the 
little  hunchback  came  to  my  door  haK- 
drunk,  and  sat  down  before  it.  He  sung  a 
little,  and  so  I  in\'ited  him  to  pass  the  even- 
ing at  my  house.  He  accepted  of  the  invi- 
tation, and  went  in  with  me.  We  sat  down 
to  supper,  and  I  gave  him  a  plate  of  iish  ; 
but  in  eating,  a  bone  stuck  in  his  throat ; 
and  though  my  wife  and  I  did  our  utmost 
to  relieve  him,  he  died  in  a  few  minutes. 
His  death  afllicted  us  extremely ;  and  for 
fear  of  being  charged  with  it,  we  carried  the 
corpse  to  the  Jewish  doctor's  house,  and 
knocked  at  the  door.  The  maid  coming 
down  and  opening  the  door,  I  desired  her  to 
go  up  again  forthwith,  and  ask  her  master 
to  come  do^\^l  and  give  his  advice  to  a  sick 
person  that  we  had  brought  along  with  us  ; 
and  withal,  to  encourage  him,  I  charged 
her  to  give  him  a  piece  of  money,  which  I 
had  put  into  her  hand.  When  she  was  gone 
\ip  again,  I  carried  the  himchback  ujj  stairs, 
and  laid  him  upon  the  uppermost  step,  and 
then  my  wife  and  I  made  the  best  of  our 
way  home.     The  doctor  coming  down, 


the  coi-jise  fall  down  stairs,  and  tliereux)on  ho 
took  himself  to  be  the  author  of  his  death. 
This  being  the  case,"  continued  he,  "release 
the  doctor,  and  let  me  die  in  his  room." 

The  chief  justice,  and  all  the  spectators, 
coidd  not  sufficiently  admire  the  strange 
events  that  ensued  uj^on  the  death  of  the 
little  crooked  man.  "  Let  the  Jewish  doc- 
tor go,"  said  the  judge,  "  and  hang  up  the 
tailor,  since  he  confesses  the  crime.  It  is 
certain  this  history  is  very  luicommon,  and 
dcsci'ves  i-o  be  recorded  iu  letters  of  gold." 
The  executioner  having  dismissed  the  doctor 
made  everything  ready  to  tie  up  the  tailor. 
— But,  sir,  said  the  sultaness,  I  see  day*  ap- 
pears, and  so  I  adjourn  the  story  till  to- 
morrow. The  sultan  agreed  to  her  jiroposal, 
and  so  rose  and  went  about  his  business. 


The  Hundred  and  Twenty-Eighth  Night. 

The  sidtaness,  waked  by  her  sister,  re- 
sumed her  story  as  follows  :  While  the  exe- 
cutioner, sir,  was  making  ready  to  hang  up 
the  tailor,  the  sultan  of  Casgar,  wanting  the 
company  of  his  crooked  jester,  asked  where 
he  was  ;  and  one  of  his  officers  told  him, 
"  The  Hunchback,  sir,  whom  you  inquire 
after,  got  drunk  last  night,  and,  contrary  to 
his  custom,  slipped  out  of  the  palace,  and 
went  strolling  about  the  city,  and  this  moi'u- 
ing  was  found  dead.  A  man  was  brought 
before  the  chief  justice,  and  charged  with 
the  murder  of  him ;  but  when  he  was  going 
to  be  hanged,  up  came  a  man,  and  after  him 
another,  who  took  the  charge  upon  them- 
selves, and  cleared  one  another.  This  lasted 
some  time,  and  the  judge  is  now  examining 
a  third  man,  who  gives  himself  out  for  the 
real  author  of  the  murder. 

Ulion  this  intelligence  the  sultan  of  Cas- 
gar sent  an  officer  to  the  j)lace  of  execution. 
"Go,"  said  he,  "in  all  haste,  and  tell  the 
judge  to  bring  the  accused  persons  before 
me  immediately ;  and  withal,  bring  the  corpse 
of  poor  Humpback,  that  I  may  see  him 
once  more."  Accordingly  the  officer  went, 
and  happened  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  exe- 
cution at  the  very  time  that  the  executioner 
was  going  to  tie  ux^  the  tailor.  He  cried 
aloud  to  the  executioner  to  susjiend  the  exe- 
cution. The  hangman  knowing  the  officei", 
did  not  dare  to  proceed,  but  imtied  the 
tailor  ;  and  then  the  officer  acfpiainted  the 
judge  with  the  sultan's  i)leasurc.  The  judge 
oljcyed,  and  went  straight  to  the  palace,  ac- 
companied by  the  tailor,  the  Jewish  doctor, 
and  the  Christian  merchant  ;  and  made  four 
of  his  men  carry  the  hunchbacked  corjise 
along  with  him. 

When  they  appeared  before  the  sultan, 
the  judge  threw  himself  at  the  prince'B  feet ; 
and  after  recovering   himself,   gave  him  a 
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iiiitliful  relation  of  what  lie  knew  of  tlie 
story  of  the  humpbacked  man.  The  story 
appeared  so  cxtraordinaiy  to  the  sultan,  that 
lie  ordered  his  own  historian  to  write  it  down 
with  all  its  circumstances.  Then  addressing 
himself  to  the  audience,  "Did  you  ever 
hear,"  said  he,  "  such  a  surprising  event  as 
this,  that  has  happened  upon  the  account  of 
my  little  crooked  buffoon  ? "  Then  the  Chris- 
tiau  merchant,  after  falling  down,  and  touch- 
ing the  earth  with  his  forehead,  spoke  as 
follows: — "Most  puissant  monarch,"  said 
he,  "I  know  a  story  yet  more  astonishing 
than  that  you  have  now  spoken  of ;  if  your 
majesty  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  tell  it  yoii. 
T  he  circumstances  are  such,  that  nobody  can 
hear  them  without  emotion."  "  Well,"  said 
the  sultan,  "  I  give  you  leave ;"  and  so  the 
merchant  went  on  as  follows  : — 

THE  STORY  TOLD  BY  THE  CHRISTI^UT 
MERCHAIJT. 

.Sir,  before  I  commence  the  recital  of  the 
story  you  have  permitted  me  to  relate,  I  beg 
leave  to  acquaint  j^ou,  that  I  have  not  the 
honour  to  bo  born  ia  any  part  of  your  ma- 
jesty's empire.  I  am  a  stranger,  born  at 
Cairo,  in  Egypt,  a  Copt  by  nation,  and  by 
religion  a  Christian.  ]\Iy  father  was  a 
liroker,  and  got  a  good  estate,  which  he  left 
me  at  his  death.  I  followed  his  example, 
and  took  up  the  same  employment.  And 
one  day  at  Cairo,  as  I  was  standing  in  the 


public  iim  for  the  corn-merchants,  there 
comes  up  to  me  a  young  handsome  man, 
well  dressed,  and  mounted  upon  an  ass.  He 
saluted  me,  and  pidling  out  an  handkerchief, 
in  which  he  had  a  sample  of  sesame  or  Tur- 
key corn,  asked  me  what  a  bushel  of  such 
sesame  would  fetch. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  stopjied 
here  ;  but  the  next  night  went  on  in  the 
following  manner  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Twenty-Nintli  Night. 

Sir,  continued  the  Christian  merchant  to 
the  sultan  of  Casgar,  I  examined  the  corn 
that  the  young  man  shewed  me,  and  told 
him  it  was  worth  a  hundred  drachms  of  sdver 
per  bushel.  "Pray,"  said  he,  "look  out 
for  some  merchant  to  take  it  at  that  price, 
and  come  to  me  at  the  Victory  gate,  where 
you  wiU  see  a  khan  at  a  distance  from  the 
houses."  So  saying,  he  left  me  the  samj)le, 
and  I  shewed  it  to  several  merchants,  Avho 
told  me,  that  they  would  take  as  much  as  I 
coidd  spare,  at  a  hundred  and  ten  drachms 
per  bushel,  so  that  I  made  an  account  to  get 
ten  drachms  per  bushel  for  my  share.  Full 
of  the  expectation  of  this  profit,  I  went  to 
the  Victory  gate,  where  I  found  the  young 
merchant  expecting  me,  and  he  carried  me 
into  his  granary,  which  was  full  of  sesame. 
He  had  a  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  it, 
which  I  measured  out,  and  having  cai-ried 


them  off  upon  asses,  sold  them  for  five  tliou- 
sand  drachms  of  silver.  "  Out  of  this  sum," 
said  the  young  man,  "there  is  five  hundred 
drachms  coming  to  you,  at  the  rate  of  ten 
drachms  per  bushel.  This  I  give  yoii ;  and 
as  for  the  rest  which  is  to  come  to  me,  do 
you  take  it  out  of  the  merchant's  hand,  and 
keej)  it  till  I  call  or  send  for  it,  for  I  have 


no  occasion  for  it  at  present."  I  made  an- 
swer, it  shoidd  be  ready  for  him  whenever 
he  pleased  to  call  for  it ;  and  so,  kissing  his 
hand,  took  leave  of  him,  with  a  grateful 
sense  of  his  generosity. 

A  month  passed  before  he  came  near  me  ; 
then  he  asked  for  his  four  thousand  five 
hundred  drachms  of  silver.     I  told  him  they 
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were  readj%  and  should  be  told  dowTi  to  liim 
immediately.  He  was  tlien  mounted  on  his 
ass,  and  I  desired  him  to  alight,  and  do  me 
the  honoui"  to  eat  a  mouthful  with  me  befoi-e 
he  received  his  money.  " Xo, "  said  he,  "I 
cannot  alight  at  present ;  I  have  urgent 
business  that  obliges  me  to  be  at  a  place  just 
by  here;  but  I  -nill  return  this  way,  and  then 
take  the  money,  which  I  desire  you  would 
have  in  readiness."  This  said,  he  disap- 
peared, and  T  still  expected  his  return,  but 
it  was  a  full  month  before  he  came  again. 
I  thought  to  myself,  "The  yoiuig  man  has 
great  confidence  in  me,  leaving  so  great  a 
sum  in  my  hands  without  knowing  me  ;  any 
other  man  would  have  been  afraid  I  should 
have  run  away  with  it.''  To  be  short,  he 
came  again  at  the  end  of  the  third  month, 
and  was  still  mounted  on  his  ass  ;  but  finer 
dressed  than  before. 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  daylight,  went 
no  further  for  this  night ;  Ijut  the  next  en- 
suing night  she  proceeded  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Night, 

As  soon  as  I  saw  the  yoxmg  man,  con- 
tinued the  Christian  merchant  to  the  sultan 
of  Casgar,  I  entreated  him  to  alight,  and 
asked  him  if  he  would  not  take  his  money  ? 
"  There  is  no  hurry,"  said  ho,  with  a  jjleasant 
easy  air,  "I  know  it  is  in  good  hands  ;  I 
will  come  and  take  it  when  my  other  money 
is  all  gone  :  Adieu,"  continued  he,  "  [  will 
come  again  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
week."  With  that  he  struck  the  ass,  and 
was  soon  out  of  sight.  "Well,"  thought  1 
to  myself,  "he  says  he  will  see  me  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  week,  but  it  is  likely  I 
may  not  see  him  a  great  while  :  I  will  go 
and  make  the  most  of  his  money,  and  shall 
get  a  good  profit  by  it." 

And  as  it  happened,  I  was  not  out  in  my 
conjecture  ;  for  it  was  a  fidl  year  before  I 
saw  my  young  merchant  again.  Then  he 
appeared  indeed,  with  richer  apparel  than 
before,  })ut  seemed  to  have  something  on  his 
mind.  I  asked  him  to  do  me  the  honour  to 
walk  into  my  house.  "For  this  time,"  re- 
plied he,  "  I  Moll  go  in  :  but  upon  this  con- 
dition, that  you  shall  put  your.self  to  no  ex- 
traordinary charge  upon  my  account."  "T 
will  do  just  as  you  please,"  said  I ;  "only 
do  me  the  favour  to  alight  and  walk  in." 
Accordingly  he  complied,  and  I  gave  orders 
for  an  entertainment ;  and  while  that  was 
getting  ready,  we  fell  into  discourse  toge- 
ther. When  the  entertainment  was  got 
ready,  we  sat  down  to  table.  I  observed 
he  took  the  first  mouthful  with  his  left 
hand,  and  not  with  the  right.  I  covld  not 
tell  Avhat  to  think  of  it.  (Said  I  to  myself, 
"  Ever  since  I  knew  this  young  man,  he  al- 
ways appeared  very  polite  j  is  it  possible  he 


can  do  this  out  of  contempt  of  me  ?  AVhat 
can  be  the  matter  that  he  does  not  make  use 
of  his  right  hand  ?  " 

Scheherazade  perceiving  the  approach  of 
day,  discontinued  her  story  :  but  the  next 
night  recommenced  it  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Thirty-First  Night. 

Sir,  the  Christian  Merchant  was  very 
anxious  to  know  why  his  guest  eat  with  the 
left  hand.  "After  we  had  done  eating," 
said  he,  "  and  everything  was  taken  away, 
we  sat  down  upon  a  sofa,  and  I  j)resented 
him  with  a  lozenge  by  way  of  dainty,  and 
still  he  took  it  with  his  left  hand.  Then  T 
said  to  him,  "  Pardon,  sir,  the  liljerty  I  take 
in  asliing  you  what  reason  you  have  for  not 
making  use  of  your  right  hand?  Perhaps 
you  have  some  complaint  in  that  hand?" 
Instead  of  answering,  he  fetched  a  deeji  sigh, 
and  pulling  out  his  right  arm,  which  he  had 
hithei'to  kept  under  his  garment,  shewed  me, 
to  my  great  astonishment,  that  his  hand  had 
been  cut  off.  "Doubtless  you  were  alarmed," 
said  he,  "to  see  me  feed  myself  with  the  left 
hand;  but  I  leave  you  to  judge,  whether  it 
w-as  in  my  power  to  do  otherwise."  "  May 
one  ask  you,"  said  I,  "by  what  mischance 
it  was  that  you  lost  your  right  hand?" 
Upon  that  he  burst  into  tears,  and  after 
wiping  his  eyes  gave  me  the  following  rela- 
tion : — 

You  must  know,  said  he,  that  I  am  a 
native  of  Bagdad,  the  son  of  a  rich  father, 
the  most  eminent  in  that  city  for  quality 
and  for  riches.  I  had  scarce  launched  into 
the  world,  when  falling  into  the  company 
of  travellers,  and  hearing  their  wonderful 
accoimts  of  Egypt,  especially  Grand  Cairo, 
I  was  moved  by  their  discourse,  and  felt  a 
longing  desire  to  travel.  But  my  father 
was  then  alive,  and  had  not  given  me  leave. 
At  length  he  died  ;  and  being  now  my  own 
master,  I  resolved  to  take  a  journey  to 
Cairo.  I  laid  out  a  large  sum  of  money 
upon  several  sorts  of  fine  stuffs  of  Bagdad, 
and  Mosoul,  and  so  undertook  my  jour- 
ney. 

Arriving  at  Cairo,  I  went  to  the  khan, 
called  the  khan  of  Mesrour,  and  there  took 
lodgings,  with  a  warehouse  for  my  \yAcs, 
M-hich  I  brought  along  with  me  upon  camels. 
This  done,  I  retired  to  my  chamber,  to  rest 
mj'self  after  the  fatigue  of  my  journey,  and 
gave  some  money  to  my  servants,  with 
orders  to  go  and  buy  some  pro\dsions  and 
dress  them.  After  I  had  eaten,  1  went  and 
saw  the  castle,  some  mosques,  the  public 
squares,  and  the  other  places  that  were 
curious. 

Next  day  I  dressed  myself,  and  ordered 
some  of  the  finest  and  richest  of  my  bales 
to  be  picked  out  and  carried  by  my  slaves 
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to  the  Circassian  bczestein,*  wliither  I  went 
myself.  I  no  sooner  got  there,  than  I  was 
surronndetl  with  brokers  and  criers  who  had 
heard  of  my  arrival.  I  gave  patterns  of  my 
stufls  to  several  of  the  criers,  who  went  and 
cried  theui,  and  she^\ed  them  all  over  the 
bezestein ;  but  none  of  the  merchants  of- 
fered near  so  much  as  they  had  cost  me  in 
prime  cost  and  carriage.  This  vexed  me, 
and  the  criers  observuig  I  was  dissatisfied, 
"If  you  will  take  our  advice,"  said  they, 
"  we  will  put  you  in  a  way  to  sell  your 
stufls  without  loss." 

Here  Scheherazade  stopped  ujion  the  w>- 
l)roach  of  day,  bat  the  next  night  went  on 
as  ftiUows  : — 


Tlio  Hundred  and  Thirty-Second  Night. 

Tiir.  brokers  and  the  criers,  said  the 
young  man  to  the  Christian  merchant, 
having  thus  promised  to  put  me  in  a  way 
,>f  losing  nothing  by  my  goods,  I  asked 
them  what  course  they  would  have  me  take. 
"Divide  yoiu*  goods,"  said  they,  "among 
several  merchants,  and  they  will  sell  them 
l>y  retail;  and  twice  a- week,  that  is,  on 
Alondays  and  Thursdays,  you  may  receive 
what  money  they  take.  By  this  means  you 
-will  get  instead  of  losing,  and  the  merchants 
will  gain  by  you.  And  in  the  meanwhile  you 
wUl  have  time  to  take  yoiir  pleasiu-e,  aud 
walk  about  the  town,  or  go  upon  the  Nile. 

I  took  their  advice,  and  carried  them  to 
my  warehouse  ;  from  whence  I  brought  all 
my  goods  to  the  bezestein,  and  there  divided 
them  among  the  merchants  whom  they  re- 
presented as  most  reputable  and  able  to 
pay ;  and  the  merchants  gave  me  a  formal 
receipt  before  witnesses,  stii^ulatiug  withal, 
that  I  should  not  make  any  demands  upon 
them  for  the  first  month. 

Having  thus  regidated  my  affairs,  my 
mind  was  taken  uj)  with  other  things  than 
the  ordinary  pleasures.  I  contracted  friend- 
ship with  divers  persons  almost  of  the  same 
age  with  myself,  who  took  care  to  make  the 
time  pass  pleasantly.  After  the  first  month 
■was  exptired,  I  began  to  visit  my  merchants 
twice  a-week,  taking  along  with  me  a  ])ub- 
lic  officer  to  insjiect  their  books  of  sale,  and 
a  banker  to  see  thej'^  paid  me  in  good  money, 
and  to  regulate  the  value  of  the  several 
species  :  and  so  every  2)ay-day,  I  had  a  good 
sum  of  money  to  carry  home  to  my  lodging 
at  the  khan  of  Mesrour.  I  went  neverthe- 
less on  the  other  days,  to  pass  the  morning 
sometimes  at  one  merchant's  house,  and 
sometimes  at  another's.  In  short,  I  diverted 
myself  in  conversing  with  them,  and  seeing 
what  passed  m  the  bezestein. 

One  ilouday,   as  I  sat  in  a  merchant's 


*  A  bezestein  is  a  public  place,  where  silk    stufli 
and  other  picciouo  things  aru  e-xjiosed  to  sale. 


shop,  whose  name  was  Bedreddiu,  a  lady 
of  quality,  as  one  might  easily  perceive  by 
her  air,  her  habit,  and  by  a  well-dressed 
slave,  came  into  the  shop,  aud  sat  down  by 
me.  Her  external  appearance,  joined  to  a 
natural  grace  that  shone  in  all  her  actions, 
prejudiced  me  in  her  favour,  and  inspired 
me  with  a  longing  desire  to  be  better  ac- 
rpiaintcd  with  her.  I  know  not  Avhether  she 
observed  that  I  took  pleasure  in  gazing  upon 
her,  and  whether  this  attention  on  my  part 
was  not  agreeable  to  her ;  but  she  let  down 
the  crape  that  hung  over  the  muslin  which 
covered  her  face,  aud  so  gave  me  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  her  large  black  eyes  ;  which 
perfectly  charmed  me.  In  fine,  she  inflamed 
my  love  to  the  height  by  the  agreeable  sound 
of  her  voice,  and  her  genteel  graceful  car- 
riage in  saluting  the  merchant,  and  askiug 
him  how  he  did  since  she  saw  him  last. 

After  conversing  with  him  some  time  upon 
indifl'erent  subjects,  she  gave  him  to  under- 
stand that  she  wanted  a  sort  of  stufi'  with  a 
gold  ground ;  that  she  came  to  his  shop,  as 
affording  the  best  choice  of  any  in  all  the 
bezestein ;  and  that  if  he  had  any  such  as 
she  asked  for,  he  woidd  oblige  her  in  shew- 
ing theiu.  Bedreddin  shewed  her  several 
pieces,  one  of  which  she  pitched  upon,  and 
he  asked  for  it  eleven  hundred  drachms  of 
silver.  "  I  agree,"  said  she,  "to  give  you 
so  much,  but  I  have  not  money  enough 
about  me  ;  so  I  hojie  you  will  give  me  credit 
till  to-morrow  and  in  the  meantime  allow 
me  to  carry  otT  the  stuff.  I  shall  not  fail," 
added  she,  "  to  send  to  you  to-morrow  the 
eleven  hundred  drachms  I  agreed  for." 
"Madam,"  said  Bedreddin,  "I  would  give 
you  credit  with  all  my  heart,  and  allow  you 
to  carry  off  the  stuff,  if  it  were  mine  ;  but  it 
belongs  to  the  young  man  you  see  here,  and 
this  is  the  day  on  which  we  settle  our  ac- 
counts." "  Whj^,"  said  the  lady  in  surjirise, 
"  why  do  you  offer  to  use  me  so  !  Am  not 
I  a  customer  to  your  shop  ?  And  as  often 
as  I  have  boughb  of  you,  and  carried  home 
the  things  without  paying  ready  money  for 
them,  did  I  ever  fail  to  send  you  your  money 
next  morning?"  "  Madam,"  said  the  mer- 
chant, "  it  is  true,  but  this  very  day  I  have 
occasion  for  the  money."  "There,"  said 
she,  throwing  the  stuff  to  him,  "  take  your 
stuff;  I  care  not  for  you  nor  all  the  mer- 
chants. You  are  all  alike  ;  you  respect  no- 
body." This  said,  she  rose  up  in  a  passion, 
and  walked  out. 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  discontinued 
the  story  till  the  next  night,  when  she  pro- 
ceeded as  follows : — 


The  Hundred  and  Thirty-Third  Night. 

The    Christian     merchant     continued     his 
story  thus : — "When  I  saw,  said  the  young 


ii;o 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


man,  that  the  lady  walked  away,  I  felt  a 
great  couceni  for  her  ;  so  I  called  her  back, 
saying,  ' '  Madam,  do  me  the  favour  to  re- 
tiu-n ;  perhajiS  I  can  find  a  way  to  content 
you  both."  .She  returned,  saying,  it  was 
for  my  sake  that  she  complied.  "Mr  Bed- 
reddin,"  said  I  to  the  merchant,  "  what  do 
you  say  you  must  have  for  this  stuff  that 
belongs  to  me  ? "  "  I  must  have,"  said  he, 
"eleven  hundi-ed  drachms;  I  cannot  take 
less."  "  Give  it  to  the  lady  then,"  said  I, 
"  let  her  take  it  home  with  her ;  I  allow  a 
hundred  drachms  profit  to  yourself,  and 
shall  now  write  you  a  note,  emj)owering 
you  to  discount  that  sum  upon  the  other 
goods  you  have  of  mine."  Tu  fine,  I  wrote, 
signed,  and  delivered  the  note,  and  then 
handed  the  stidT  to  the  lady.  "Madam," 
said  T,  "  you  may  take  the  stuff  with  you, 
and  as  for  the  money,  you  may  either  send 
it  to-morrow  or  next  day ;  or,  if  you  will, 
accejjt  the  stuff  as  a  present  from  me."  "  I 
beg  your  pardon,  sir,"  said  she,  "  I  mean 
no  such  thing.  You  treat  me  with  so 
much  civility,  that  I  ought  never  to  shew 
my  face  in  the  world  again,  if  1  did  not 
shew  my  gratitude  to  you.  May  God  re- 
ward you,  by  an  increase  of  your  fortune ; 
may  you  live  many  years  Avhen  I  am  dead; 
may  the  gate  of  heaven  Ije  open  to  you 
Avhen  you  remove  to  the  other  world,  and 
may  all  the  city  proclaim  your  generosity." 

These  words  inspired  me  with  some  assu- 
rance. "Madam,"  said  I,  "I  desire  no  other 
reward  for  the  service  I  have  done  you,  than 
the  happiness  of  seeing  your  face;  that  will 
repay  me  with  interest."  I  had  no  sooner 
spoken  than  she  turned  towards  me,  took 
off  the  muslin  that  covered  her  face,  and 
discovered  to  my  eyes  a  wonderful  beauty. 
I  was  so  struck,  that  T  could  not  express 
my  thoughts  to  her.  I  could  have  looked 
upon  her  for  ever;  but  fearing  any  one 
shoidd  observe  her,  she  quickly  covered  her 
face,  and  letting  down  the  crape,  took  up 
the  piece  of  stuff,  and  went  away,  leav-ing 
me  in  a  very  different  state  of  mind  from 
what  I  was  in  when  I  came  to  the  shop.  I 
continued  for  some  time  in  great  disorder 
and  perplexity.  Before  I  took  leave  of  the 
merchant,  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  the  lady : 
"  Yes,"  said  he,  "  she  is  the  daughter  of  an 
emir,  who  left  her  an  immense  fortune  at 
his  death." 

I  went  back  to  the  khan  of  Mesrour,  and 
sat  down  to  sujiper,  but  could  not  eat, 
neither  could  I  shut  my  eyes  all  the  night, 
which  seemed  the  longest  night  in  my  life. 
As  soon  as  it  was  day  I  got  up,  in  hopes  to 
see  once  more  the  object  that  disturbed  my 
repose ;  and  to  engage  her  affection,  I 
dressed  myself  yet  more  nicely  than  I  had 
done  the  day  before. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  stopped 
Iier«  ;  but  went  on  next  night  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourtli  Night. 

Sir,  the  young  Bagdad  merchant,  recomit- 
ing  his  adventures  to  the  Christian  mer- 
chant, continued  thus: — "I  had  but  just 
got,"  said  he,  "to  Bedreddiu's  shoj),  when  I 
saw  the  lady  coming  in  more  magnificent  ap- 
parel than  before,  and  attended  by  her  slave. 
When  she  came  in,  she  did  not  mind  the 
merchant,  but  addressing  herself  to  me, 
"Sir,"  said  she,  "you  see  I  am  pimctual  to 
my  word.  I  am  come  on  purpose  to  pay 
the  sum  you  were  so  kind  as  to  pass  your 
word  for  yesterday,  though  you  had  no 
knowledge  of  me.  Such  imcommon  gene- 
rosity I  shall  never  forget."  "Madam," 
said  I,  "  you  had  no  occasion  to  be  so  hasty ; 
I  was  well  satisfied  as  to  my  money,  and  am 
sorry  you  .should  put  yourself  to  so  much 
troulde  about  it."  "I  had  been  very  im- 
just,"  answered  she,  "if  I  had  abused  your 
generosity."  With  these  words  she  put  the 
money  into  my  hand,  and  sat  down  by  mo. 

Having  this  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  her,  I  made  the  best  use  of  it,  and 
mentioned  to  her  the  love  I  had  for  her ; 
but  she  rose  and  left  me  very  abruptly,  as  if 
she  had  been  angry  with  the  declaration  I 
had  made  :  I  followed  her  with  my  eyes  as 
long  as  she  was  in  sight ;  and  as  soon  as  she 
was  out  of  sight,  I  took  leave  of  the  mer- 
chant, and  walked  out  of  the  bezestem, 
without  knowing  where  I  went.  I  was 
musing  upon  this  adventure  when  I  felt 
somebody  pulling  mc  behind,  and  turning 
about  to  see  who  it  was,  I  had  the  agreeable 
surprise  to  perceive  it  was  the  lady's  slave. 
"  My  mistress,"  said  the  slave,  "I  mean  the 
yoimg  lady  you  spoke  Avitli  but  now  in  the 
merchant's  shop,  wants  to  speak  a  word  with 
you,  if  you  please  to  give  yourself  the  trouble 
to  follow  me."  Accordingly  I  followed  her, 
and  found  her  mistress  sitting  waiting  for  me 
in  a  banker's  shoji. 

She  made  me  sit  down  by  her,  and  spoke  to 
this  purpose.  "  Dear  sir,"  said  she,  "  do  not 
be  surprised  that  I  left  you  so  abruptly.  I 
thought  it  not  proper,  before  that  merchant, 
to  give  a  favourable  answer  to  the  discovery 
you  made  of  your  affection  to  me.  But  to 
speak  the  truth,  I  was  so  far  from  being 
oirended  at  it,  that  I  was  pleased  when  1 
heard  it:  and  I  account  myself  infinitely 
happy  in  having  a  man  of  your  merit  for  my 
lover.  I  do  not  know  what  impression  the 
first  sight  of  me  could  make  ui)on  you  ;  but 
I  assure  you,  I  no  sooner  saw  you  than  I 
conceived  tender  thoughts  of  you.  Since 
yesterday  I  have  done  nothing  but  think  of 
what  you  said  to  me  ;  and  my  eagerness  to 
come  and  seek  you  this  morning  may  con- 
vince you  I  have  no  small  regard  for  you." 
"  Madam,"  said  I,  transported  with  love  and 
joy,  "nothing  can  be  more  agreealjle  to  me 
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than  what  I  now  hear.  >'o  passion  can  be 
greater  than  that  with  which  I  lore  you, 
since  the  happy  moment  I  cast  my  ej-es  upon 
you :  my  eyes  were  then  dazzled  with  so 
many  charms,  that  my  heart  yielded  without 
resistance."  "Let  us  not  trille  away  the  time 
in  needless  discourse,"  said  she,  interrupting 
me ;  "I  make  no  doubt  of  your  sincerity,  and 
you  shall  quickly  be  convinced  of  mine. 
Will  you  do  me  the  honour  to  come  to  my 
home  ?  or,  if  you  will,  I  will  come  to  yours." 
"Madam,"  said  I,  "I  am  a  stranger,  lotlged 
in  a  khan,  which  is  not  a  proper  place  for 
the  reception  of  a  lady  of  your  quality 
and  merit." 

Here  the  approach  of  day  interrupted 
Scheherazade,  biit  the  next  morning  she  con- 
tinued thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  TMrty-Fifth  Night. 

"  It  is  more  j^roper,"  madam,  said  the  young 
Bagdad  merchant,  "for  me  to  come  to  you  at 
your  own  home,  if  you  will  i)lease  to  ttll  me 
where  it  is."  The  lady  complying  with  his 
desire — "I  live,"  said  she,  "in  Devotion 
Street :  come  on  Friday,  which  is  the  day 
after  to-morrow,  after  noon-prayei-s,  and  ask 
for  the  house  of  Abon  Schama,  surnamed 
Bercour,  late  master  of  the  emirs;  there 
you  will  hnd  me."  This  said,  we  parted; 
and  I  passed  the  next  day  in  great  impa- 
tience. 

On  Friday  I  got  up  betimes,  and  put  on 
my  best  clothes,  with  fifty  pieces  of  gold  in 
my  purse.  I  mounted  an  ass  I  had  bespoke 
the  day  before,  and  set  out,  accompanied  by 
the  man  that  let  me  the  ass.  "When  we  came 
to  Devotion  Street,  I  directed  the  owner  of 
the  ass  to  inquire  for  the  house  I  wanted ; 
he  found  it,  and  conducted  me  thither.  I 
paid  him  liberally,  and  sent  him  back ;  di- 
recting him  to  observe  narrowly  where  he 
left  me,  and  not  to  fail  to  come  back  with 
the  ass  next  morning,  to  carry  me  back  again 
to  the  khan  of  Mesrour. 

I  knocked  at  the  door,  and  presently  two 
little  girl-slaves,  white  as  snov^-,  and  neatly 
dressed,  came  and  opened  it.  "  Be  pleased 
to  come  in,  sir,"  said  they;  "our  mistress 
expects  you  impatiently  :  these  two  days  she 
has  talked  of  nothing  but  you."  I  entered 
the  court  and  saw  a  great  pavilion,  raised 
upon  seven  steps,  and  surrounded  with  iron 
rails  that  parted  it  from  a  verj-  jileasant  gar- 
den. Besides  the  trees  which  only  embel- 
lished the  place,  and  formed  an  agreeable 
shade,  there  was  an  infinite  number  of  other 
trees  loaded  with  all  sorts  of  fniit.  I  was 
charmed  with  the  warbling  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  birds,  that  joined  their  notes  to  the 
murmuriugs  of  a  very  high  water-work,  in 
the  middle  of  a  parterre  enamelled  with 
flowers.     This  water-work  was  a  verj-  agree- 


able sight ;  four  large  gilded  dragons  at  the 
angles  of  the  bason,  which  was  of  a  square 
form,  spouted  out  water  clearer  than  rock- 
vcrystal.  This  delicious  place  gave  me  a 
charming  idea  of  the  conquest  I  had  made. 
The  two  little  slaves  conducted  me  into  a 
saloon  magnificently  furnished ;  and  while  ] 
one  of  them  went  to  acquaint  her  mistress 
with  my  arrival,  the  other  tarrietl  with  me, 
and  pointed  out  to  me  the  beauties  of  the 
halL 

At  this  period  Scheherazade  discontinued 
her  story,  upon  the  appearance  of  day ;  and 
Schahriar  got  up  curious  to  know  what  the 
young  Bagdadese  would  do  in  the  lady's 
parlour.  The  next  morning  the  sultaness 
gratified  the  sultan's  curiosity,  by  pursuing 
the  sequel  of  the  story  in  the  following  mau- 


The  Hundred  and  Thirty  Sixth-Night. 

SiE,  the  Christian  merchant  continued  his 
discourse  to  the  sidtau  of  Oasgar  to  this  pur- 
pose : — I  did  not  taiTy  long  in  the  hall. 
said  the  young  man  of  Bagdad,  ere  the  latly 
I  loved  appeared,  adorned  with  pearls  and 
diamomls ;  but  the  splendour  of  her  eyes 
far  outshone  that  of  her  jewels.  Her  shajie, 
which  was  now  not  disguised  by  the  habit 
she  wore  in  the  city,  appeared  the  most  slen- 
der and  advantageous.  I  need  not  mention 
with  what  joy  we  met  once  more  ;  that  far 
exceeds  all  expression.  I  shall  only  tell  you, 
that  when  the  first  compliments  were  over, 
we  sat  both  down  upon  a  sofa,  and  there 
conversed  together  with  the  highest  satisfac- 
tion. After  that  we  had  the  most  delicious 
messes  served  iip  to  us;  and  after  eating, 
continued  our  conversation  till  night.  At 
night  we  had  excellent  wine  brought  up,  and 
such  fruit  as  is  apt  to  promote  drinking ; 
and  timed  our  cujis  to  the  sound  of  musical 
instruments,  joined  to  the  voices  of  the 
slaves.  The  lady  of  the  house  simg  herself, 
and  by  her  songs  raised  my  passion  to  the 
height.  In  short  I  jiassed  the  night  in  full 
enjoyment  of  all  manner  of  pleasure. 

Kext  morning  I  slipt  imder  the  bolster  of 
the  bed  the  purse  with  the  fifty  pieces  of 
gold  I  had  brought  with  me,  and  took  leave 
of  the  lady,  who  asked  me  when  I  would  see 
her  again.  "  Madam,"  said  T,  "  I  give  you 
my  promise  to  return  this  night. "  She  seemed 
to  be  transported  with  my  answer,  and  con- 
ducted me  to  the  door,  conjured  me  at  part- 
ing to  be  mindfiU  of  my  promise. 

The  same  man  that  had  carried  me  thi- 
ther, waited  for  me  with  his  ass,  which  I 
mounted,  and  went  directly  to  the  khan, 
ordering  the  man  to  come  to  me  again  in  the 
afternoon  at  a  certain  hour ;  to  secure 
which,  I  would  not  pay  him  tiU  that  time 
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As  soon  as  I  ai'rived  at  my  lodging,  my      good  lamb,  and  several  sorts  of  cakes,  wliich 
first  care  was  to  order  my  people  to  buy  a  |  I  sent  by  a  porter  as  a  present  to  tlic  lady. 


'^'rii'M' 


Wlien  that  was  done  I  attended  to  my  seri- 
ous business  till  the  owner  of  the  ass  came. 
Then  I  went  along  with  him  to  the  lady's 
house,  and  was  received  by  her  with  as  much 
joy  as  before,  and  entertained  with  ecj^ual 
magnificence. 

Next  morning  T  took  leave,  and  left  her 
another  purse  with  fifty  pieces  of  gold,  and 
returned  to  my  khan.  But  Scheherazade 
perceiving  day,  gave  notice  of  it  to  the  sid- 
tan,  who  thereupon  rose  without  saying  one 
word.  Kext  night  she  went  on  with  her 
story  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Thirty-Seventh  Night. 

SiK,  the  young  man  of  Bagdad,  continued 
the  Christian  merchant  to  the  sultan  of  Cas- 
gar,  went  on  to  this  purpose  : — I  continued, 
said  he,  to  visit  the  lady  every  day,  and  to 
leave  her  every  time  a  purse  with  iifty  pieces 
of  gold,  tiU  the  merchants,  whom  I  employed 
to  sell  my  goods,  and  whom  I  -s-isited  regu- 
larly twice  a  Aveek,  owed  me  nothing ;  and, 
in  short,  I  came  at  last  to  be  moneyless,  and 
hopeless  of  having  any  more. 

In  this  desperate  condition  T  walked  out 
of  my  lodging,  not  knowing  what  course  to 
take,  and  by  chance  went  to  wai-ds  the  castle, 
where  there  was  a  great  crowd  of  people  to 
see  a  show  given  Ijy  the  sultan  of  Egypt. 
As  soon  as  1  came  U])  to  them,  I  wedged  in 
among  the  crowd,  and  by  chance  luiiipened 
to  stand  l>y  a  liorseman  well  mounted,  and 
handsomely  clothed,  who  had  upon  the  pom- 
mel of  his  saddle  a  ijag,  half  open,  with  a 
string   of  green  silk  hanging  out  of  it.     I 


clapped  my  hand  to  the  bag,  concluding  the 
silk  twist  might  be  the  string  of  a  purse 
within  the  bag :  in  the  meantime  a  porter, 
with  a  load  of  wood  upon  his  back,  passed 
by  the  other  side  of  the  horse,  so  near  that 
the  gentleman  on  horseback  was  forced  to 
turn  his  head  toM'ards  him,  to  avoid  being 
hurt,  or  having  his  clothes  torn  by  the  wood. 
In  that  moment  did^the  devil  tempt  me  ;  I 
took  the  string  in  one  hand,  and  with  the 
other  laid  open  the  mouth  of  the  bag,  and 
pidled  out  the  pui-se  so  dexterouslj%  that  no- 
body perceived  it.  The  purse  was  heavj^, 
and  I  did  not  doubt  but  there  was  gold  or 
silver  in  it. 

As  soon  as  the  porter  had  passed,  the 
horseman,  who  probably  had  some  suspicion 
of  what  I  had  done  while  his  head  was 
turned,  presently  put  his  hand  to  his  bag, 
and  finding  his  purse  was  gone,  gave  me 
sxich  a  blow,  that  he  knocked  me  down. 
Tliis  violence  shocked  all  who  saw  it ;  some 
took  hold  of  the  horse's  bridle,  to  stoj)  the 
gentleman,  and  asked  him  what  reason  he 
had  to  strike  me,  or  how  he  came  to  treat  a 
jNIussulman  after  that  rate.  "  Do  not  you 
trouble  yourselves,"  said  he,  briskly  ;  "I  had 
reason  for  what  I  did  :  this  fellow  is  a  thief, " 
At  these  words  I  started  iip,  and  from  my 
appearance  every  one  took  my  part,  and 
cried  out  he  was  a  liar,  for  that  it  was  incre- 
dil:)le  a  young  man  such  as  I  should  be  guilty 
of  so  base  an  action  :  but  while  they  were 
liolding  his  horse  by  the  bridle  to  favour  my 
escape,  unfortunately  passed  by  the  judge  ; 
who,  seeing  such  a  crowd  about  the  gentle- 
man on  horseback  and  me,  came  \ip  and 
asked   what   the   matter   was.     Everybody 
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present  rellected  on  the  gentleman  for  trcat- 
inu;  mo  so  unjustly  upon  the  pretence  of 
rol)bcry. 

The  judge  did  not  give  oar  to  all  that  was 
said  ;  but  asked  the  cavalier  if  he  suspected 
anybody  else  beside  me  ?  The  cavalier  told 
him  he  did  not,  and  gave  his  reasons  why  he 
believed  his  suspicions  not  to  be  groundless. 
I'pon  this  the  j^ulge  oi-dered  his  followers  to 
seize  me,  and  search  me,  which  they  pre- 
sently did,  and  linding  the  purse  upon  me, 
exposed  it  to  the  view  of  all  the  people.  The 
disgrace  was  so  groat,  I  could  not  bear  it, 
but  I  swooned  away.  In  the  meantime  the 
judge  called  for  the  purse. 

But  I  see,  said  Scheherazade,  it  is  day; 
if  your  majesty  will  let  me  live  till  to- 
morrow, you  shall  hear  the  secpiel  of  the 
story.  Then  Schahriar  got  up,  designing  to 
gratify  his  ciu'iosity  by  hearing  the  rest  next 
niudit. 


The  Hundred  and  Tliirty-Eiglitli  Nisht. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  next  night,  the 
sultaness  addressed  Schahriar  thus  : — Sir,  the 
young  man  of  Bagdad  pursued  his  story  : 
When  the  judge,  said  he,  had  got  the 
purse  in  his  hand,  he  asked  the  horseman  if 
it  was  his,  and  how  much  money  was  in  it. 
The  cavalier  knew  it  to  be  his  own,  and 
assured  the  judge  he  had  put  twenty  sequins 
into  it.  Upon  which  the  judge  called  me 
before  him  :  "Come,  young  man,"  said  he, 
"confess  the  truth;  was  it  you  that  took 
the  gentleman's  purse  from  him  ?  Do  not 
wait  for  the  torture  to  extort  confession." 
Then  with  dowTicast  eyes,  thinking  within 
myself,  that  if  I  denied  the  fact,  they  find- 
ing the  i^iu-se  about  me,  would  convict  me 
of  a  lie  ;  to  avoid  a  double  punishment,  I 
looked  up  and  confessed  it  was  I.  I  had  no 
sooner  made  the  confession  than  the  judge 
called  people  to  witness  it,  and  ordered  my 
hand  to  be  cut  off.  This  sentence  was  put 
in  execution  immediately  upon  the  spot,  to 
the  great  regret  of  all  the  spectators ;  naj',  I 
observed,  by  the  cavalier's  countenance,  that 
he  was  moved  with  x>ity  as  much  as  the  rest. 
The  judge  woidd  likewise  have  ordered  my 
foot  to  lie  cut  off,  but  I  begged  the  cavalier 
to  intercede  for  my  pardon  ;  A\hich  he  did, 
and  obtained  it. 

When  the  judge  Avas  gone,  the  cavalier 
came  up  to  me,  and  holding  out  the  purse, 
"I  see  plainly,"  said  he,  "that  necessity 
put  you  upon  an  action  so  disgraceful  antl 
iinwm-thy  of  such  a  handsome  young  man  as 
you  are.  Here,  take  that  fatal  jiurse;  I 
freely  give  it  you,  and  am  heartily  sorrow 
for  the  misfortune  you  have  undergone." 
This  said,  he  went  away  ;  and  I  being  very 
weak  by  less  of  blood,  some  of  the  good 


peojile  of  the  neighbourhood  had  the  charity 
to  carry  me  into  a  house,  and  give  me  a 
glass  of  wine;  they  likewise  dressed  my 
arm,  and  wrapped  up  the  dismembered  hand 
in  a  cloth,  which  I  carried  away  with  me 
fastened  to  my  girdle. 

If  I  had  returned  to  the  khan  of  Mesrour 
in  this  melancholy  condition,  I  should  not 
have  foimd  there  such  relief  as  I  wanted ; 
and  to  offer  to  go  to  the  young  lady  was 
running  a  gi-eat  hazard,  it  being  likely  she 
would  not  look  ui)on  me  after  she  heard  of 
my  disgrace.  I  resolved,  however,  to  put  it 
to  the  trial ;  and  to  tire  out  the  crowd  that 
followed  me,  I  turned  down  several  by- 
streets, and  at  last  arrived  at  the  lady's 
house  very  weak,  and  so  much  fatigued, 
that  I  i)resently  threw  myself  down  upon  a 
sofa,  keeping  my  right  arm  under  my  gar- 
ment, for  I  took  great  care  to  conceal  my 
misfoi'tune. 

In  the  meantime  the  lady,  hearing  of  my 
arrival,  and  that  T  was  not  well,  came  to  me 
in  all  haste ;  and  seeing  me  pale  and  de- 
jected, "  My  dear  soul,"  said  she,  "what  is 
the  matter  with  yoii?  "  "  Madam,"  said  I, 
dissembling,  "I  have  got  a  violent  pain  in 
my  head."  The  lady  seemed  to  be  much 
concerned,  and  asked  me  to  sit  down,  for  I 
had  got  up  to  receive  her.  "Tell  me,"  said 
she,  ' '  how  your  illness  came  :  the  last  time 
I  had  the  jileasure  to  sec  you,  yoii  were  very 
well.  There  must  be  something  else  that 
you  conceal  from  me  ;  let  me  know  what  it 
is."  I  stood  silent,  and  instead  of  an 
answer,  tears  triclded  down  my  cheeks. 
"I  cannot  conceive,"  said  she,  "  what  it  is 
that  afliicts  you.  Have  i  xmthinkingly 
given  you  any  occasion  of  imeasiness  ?  Or 
do  you  come  on  purpose  to  tqll  me  you  no 
longer  love  me  ? "  "  It  is  not  that,  madam," 
said  I,  fetching  a  deep  sigh  ;  "  your  unjust 
suspicion  is  an  addition  to  my  misfortune." 

I  could  not  think  of  discovering  to  her 
the  true  cause.  AVlien  night  came,  suiJjier 
was  brought,  and  she  pressed  me  to  eat ; 
but  considering  I  could  only  feed  myself 
with  my  left  hand,  I  begged  to  be  excused, 
upon  the  plea  of  having  no  appetite.  ' '  Your 
appetite  will  return,"  said  she,  ' '  if  you  would 
but  discover  what  you  so  obstinately  hide 
from  me.  Your  inappetency,  withoiit  doubt. 
is  oidy  owing  to  your  irresolution."  "  Alas! 
madam,"  said  I,  "I  find  I  must  resolve  at 
last."  I  had  no  sooner  si^oke  these  words, 
than  she  filled  me  a  en])  full  of  wine,  and 
offering  it  to  me,  "Drink  that,"  said  she; 
"it  will  give  you  courage."  I  reached  out 
my  left  hand,  and  took  the  cup. 

Here  the  ai)pearance  of  day  discontinued 
Scheherazade's  story,  but  the  next  night  she 
piu-sued  the  sequel  thus:  — 


IS4 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


The  Hundred  and  Thirty-Ninth  Night. 

When  I  had  got  tlie  cup  in  my  hand,  said 
the  young  man,  I  redoubled  my  tears  and 
sighs.  "Why  do  you  sigh  and  weep  so 
bitterly  ?  "  said  the  lady  ;  "and  why  do  you 
take  the  cui^  with  your  left  hand,  rather 
than  your  right  ?  "  "Ah  !  madam,"  said  I, 
"  excuse  me,  I  beseech  you  ;  I  have  a  swell- 
ing in  my  right  hand."  "Let  me  see  that 
swelling,"  said  she;  "I  will  open  it."  I 
desired  to  be  excused,  alleging  it  was  not 
ripe  enough  for  opening,  and  drank  off 
the  cup,  which  was  very  large.  The  fumes 
of  the  wine,  joined  to  my  weakness  and 
weariness,  set  me  asleep,  and  I  slept  very 
soundly  tUl  next  morning. 

In  the  meantime  the  lady,  curious  to 
know  what  ailed  my  right  hand,  hfted  up 
my  garment  that  covered  it,  and  saw  to  her 
great  astonishment  that  it  was  cut  off,  and 
that  I  had  brought  it  along  with  me  wrapt 
up  in  a  cloth.  .She  presently  apprehended 
wliat  was  my  reason  for  declining  a  discovery, 
notwithstanding  all  her  pressing  solicitation, 
and  passed  the  night  in  the  greatest  un- 
easiness upon  my  disgrace,  which  she  con- 
cluded had  been  occasioned  only  by  the  love 
I  bore  to  her. 

When  I  awaked  I  discerned  by  her  coun- 
tenance that  she  was  extremely  grieved. 
However,  that  she  might  not  increase  my 
uneasiness,  she  said  not  a  word.  She  called 
for  jelly-broth  of  fowl,  whch  she  had  order- 
ed to  be  prepared,  and  made  me  eat  and 
drink  to  recruit  my  strength.  After  that,  I 
ollcred  to  take  leave  of  her,  but  she  de- 
clared I  shoidd  not  go  out  of  her  doors. 
"Though  you  tell  me  nothing  of  the 
matter,"  said  she,  "I  am  persuaded  I  am 
the  cause  of  the  misfortune  that  has  be- 
fallen you.  The  grief  that  I  feel  upon  that 
score  will  quickly  make  an  end  of  me  :  Init 
before  I  die,  I  must  execute  a  design  for 
your  benefit."  She  had  no  sooner  said  the 
word,  than  she  called  for  a  judge  and 
witnesses,  and  ordered  a  writing  to  be  drawn 
up,  putting  me  in  possession  of  her  whole 
property.  After  this  was  done,  and  every- 
body dismissed,  she  opened  a  large  trunk, 
where  lay  all  the  purses  I  had  given  "her 
from  the  commencement  of  our  amour. 
"There  they  are,  all  entire,"  said  she;  "1 
have  not  touched  one  of  them  :  here  is  the 
key ;  take  it,  for  all  is  yours."  After  I  had 
returned  her  thanks  for  her  generosity  and 
goodness:  "  What  I  have  doiio  for  you," 
said  she,  "  is  nothing  ;  I  shall  not  be  satis- 
tied  imless  I  die,  to  show  how  much  I  love 
you."  I  conjured  her,  by  all  the  powers, 
of  love,  to  give  up  such  a  fatal  resolution 
But  all  my  remonstrances  were  ineffectual ; 
she  was  so  afflicted  to  see  me  have  but  one 


hand,  that  she  sickened,  and  died  after  five 
or  six  weeks'  illness. 

After  mourning  for  her  death  as  long  as 
was  decent,  I  took  possession  of  all  her 
estate,  a  particidar  accoimt  of  which  she  gave 
me  before  she  died  ;  and  the  corn  you  sold 
for  me  was  i)art  of  it. 

The  appearance  of  day  interrupting  Sche- 
herazade, she  discontinued  her  story  till 
next  night ;  then  she  went  on  as  follows  :— 


The  Hundred  and  Fortieth  Night. 

The  Christian  merchant  concluded  his  story 
of  the  young  man  of  Bagdad  to  this  purpose  : 
— "  What  I  have  now  told,"  said  he,  "  will 
plead  my  excuse  for  eating  with  my  left  hand. 
1  am  higldy  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble 
you  have  given  yoirrself  on  my  accoimt.  I 
can  never  sufficiently  recompense  your  fide- 
lity. Since,  thanks  to  God,  I  have  stLU  a 
competent  estate,  notmthstanding  I  have 
spent  a  great  deal,  I  beg  you  to  acce])t  of 
the  sum  now  in  your  hand,  as  a  present  from 
me.  Over  and  above  this,  I  have  a  proposal 
to  make  to  you  ;  since  by  reason  of  this  fatal 
accident,  I  am  obliged  to  depart  from  Cairo, 
I  am  resolved  never  to  see  it  more.  If  you 
choose  to  accompany  me,  we  wUl  trade 
together  as  ccpial  partners,  and  divide  the 
profit." 

I  thanked  the  yovmg  man,  said  the 
Christian  merchant,  for  the  i)resent  he  had 
made  me,  and  as  to  the  proposal  of  travell- 
ing with  him,  I  willingly  embraced  it,  assur- 
ing him  that  his  interest  shoidd  always  be 
as  dear  to  me  as  my  own. 

We  fixed  a  day  for  our  departure,  and 
accordingly  entered  upon  our  travels.  We 
passed  through  Syria  and  ^Mesojiotamia, 
travelled  all  over  Persia,  and  after  stojJpiug 
at  several  cities,  came  at  last,  sir,  to  your 
capital.  Some  time  after  our  arrival  in  this 
l)lace,  the  j'Oung  man  having  formed  a  design 
of  returning  to  Persia,  and  settling  there, 
we  balanced  our  accounts,  and  parted  very 
good  friends.  He  went  from  hence,  and  I, 
sir,  continue  here  in  your  majesty's  service. 
This  is  the  story  I  had  to  tell  you  :  does 
not  your  majesty  find  it  more  surprising 
than  that  of  the  crooked  buffoon  ? 

The  sidtan  of  Casgar  fell  mto  a  passion 
against  the  Christian  merchant.  "  You  are 
very  bold,"  said  he,  "to  tell  me  a  story  so 
little  worth  my  hearing,  and  then  to  com- 
pare it  to  that  of  my  jester.  Can  you 
flatter  yourself  so  far  as  to  believe  that 
the  trifling  adventiu-es  of  a  young  debauchee 
can  make  such  an  impression  upon  me  as 
those  of  my  jester?  I  will  hang  you  all 
four,  to  revenge  his  death." 

Hearing  this,  the  purveyor  fell  down 
frightened  at  the  sultan's  feet.  "Sir,"  said 
he,    "  I   humbly   beseech  your  majesty  to 
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suspend  your  just  AVi'ath,  and  hear  my  story ; 
and  if  it  appears  to  your  majesty  to  be  pret- 
tier than  that  of  your  jester,  to  pardon  us 
all  four.  The  sidtan  havinu;  granted  this 
request,  the  pm-veyor  begun  thus  : — 


TUE  STOllY  TOLD  BY  THE  SULTAN  OF  CASGjVR  S 
PURVEYOR. 

Sir,  a  person  of  quality  invited  me  yester- 
day toliis  daughter's  wedding.  I  went  to  his 
house  in  the  evening  at  the  hour  appointed, 
and  found  there  a  large  comiiany  of  doctors; 
mhiisters  of  justice,  and  others  of  the  best 
quality  in  the  city.  After  the  ceremony 
^\■as  over,  we  had  a  splendid  feast ;  and 
among  other  things  set  upon  the  table, 
there  was  a  course  with  garlic  sauce,  which 
indeed  was  very  delicious,  and  coveted  by 
evei-ybody ;  we  observed,  however,  that  one 
of  the  guests  did  not  offer  to  touch  it, 
though  it  stood  just  before  him,  and  we  in- 
vited him  to  do  as  we  did.  But  he  conj  ured 
us  not  to  press  him  upon  that  head  :  "I  \nS\. 
take  care,"  said  he,  "not  to  touch  any  dish 
that  has  garlic  in  it ;  I  remember  too  well 
what  the  tasting  of  such  an  one  cost  me  once 
before."  We  intreated  him  to  tell  us  what 
was  the  occasion  of  his  strong  aversion  to 
garlic  ;  but  before  he  had  time  to  make 
answer,  "  Is  it  thus,"  said  the  master  of  the 
house,  ''  that  you  honour  my  table  ?  This  ra- 
gout is  excellent :  do  not  you  pretend  to  be  ex- 
cused from  eating  of  it ;  you  must  do  me  that 
favour  as  well  as  the  rest."  "  Sir,"  said  the 
gentleman,  who  was  a  Bagdad  merchant,  ' '  I 
hope  you  do  not  think  I  refuse  to  eat  it  out 
of  a  mistaken  nicety  :  if  you  wUl  have  me 
cat  of  it,  I  will  do  it ;  but  still  upon  this 
condition,  that  after  eating  of  it,  I  may  wash 
my  hands,  with  your  good  leave,  forty  times 
with  alcali,*  forty  times  more  with  the  ashes 
of  the  same  plant,  and  forty  times  again 
with  soap.  1  hope  you  will  not  take  it  ill 
that  r  stipulate  this  condition,  in  pursuance 
of  an  oath  I  have  made  never  to  taste  garlic 
without  observing  it." 

Scheherazade,  ])erceiving  day,  stopjied 
here  ;  and  so  Schahriar  rose  with  a  curiosity 
to  know  why  the  m  erchant  had  sworn  to  wash 
himself  a  hundred  and  twenty  times  after 
eating  a  ragout  with  garlic.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  next  night  the  sultaness  satis- 
fied his  curiosity  in  the  following  words  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Forty-First  Night. 

The  master  of  the  house,  continued  the 
purveyor  of  the  sidtan  of  Casgar,  vvoidd  not 
dispense  with  the  merchant  from  eating  of 
the  ragout  with  garlic,  and  therefore  ordered 
his  servant  to  get  ready  a  basin  with  water, 

*  This  is  called  in  English,  Saltwort. 


together  with  alcali,  the  ashes  of  the  s;uno 
plant,  and  soap,  that  the  merchant  miglit 
wash  as  often  as  he  pleased.  When  eveiy- 
thing  was  got  ready,  "  Now,"  said  he  to  the 
merchant,  "  I  hope  you  will  do  as  we  do." 

The  merchant,  displeased  with  the  violence 
that  was  offered  him,  reached  out  his  hand, 
and  took  up  a  bit,  which  he  put  to  his  mouth 
trembling,  and  eat  with  a  reluctance  that 
surprised  lis  all.  But  what  surprised  us 
most  of  all  was,  that  he  had  only  four  fingera 
arid  no  thumb,  which  none  of  us  observed 
before,  though  ho  had  eat  of  other  dishes. 
"You  have  lost  your  thumb,"  said  the 
master  of  the  house;  "by  what  accident? 
It  must  have  been  occasioned  by  some 
extraordinary  accident,  a  relation  of  which 
will  be  agreeable  to  the  company."  "Sir," 
replied  the  merchant,  "I  have  no  thiunb 
on  the  right  nor  on  the  left  hand."  In 
speaking  thus,  he  put  out  his  left  hand,  and 
showed  that  what  he  said  was  true.  "But 
this  is  not  all,"  continued  he  :  "if  you  will 
believe  me,  I  have  no  great  toe  on  either 
of  my  feet :  I  was  maimed  in  this  manner 
by  an  unheard-of  adventure,  which  I  am 
willing  to  relate  to  you,  if  you  will  have  the 
patience  to  hear  me.  The  relation  M'ill 
equally  raise  yom-  astonishment  and  pity. 
Only  suffer  me  to  wash  my  hands  first." 
With  this  he  rose  from  the  table,  and  after 
washing  his  hands  a  hundred  and  twenty 
times,  took  his  place  again,  and  recounted 
his  story  as  follows  : — 

You  must  know,  gentlemen,  that  in  the 
reign  of  the  caliph  Haroun  Abaschid,  my 
father  lived  at  Bagdad,  the  place  of  my 
nativity,  and  was  reputed  one  of  the  richest 
merchants  in  the  city.  But  being  a  man 
addicted  to  his  pleasures,  and  neglecting  his 
Ijrivate  affairs,  instead  of  leaving  me  a  i)len- 
tiful  fortune  at  his  death,  he  left  me  in  such 
a  situation,  that  all  my  economy  was  scarcely 
sufficient  to  clear  his  delits.  However,  with 
difficxdty  I  paid  them  all,  and  through  my 
industry  and  care  my  little  fortime  began  to 
wear  a  smiling  aspect. 

One  morning,  as  I  opened  my  shop,  a 
lady,  moimted  irpou  a  miile,  and  attended 
by  an  eunuch  and  two  slaves,  stopped  near 
my  shop  door,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  eimuch's  hand,  alighted.  "]\Iadani," 
said  the  eunuch,  ' '  I  told  you  you  would  be 
too  soon  ;  yoxr  see  there  is  nobody  yet  in  the 
bezestein ; — if  you  had  taken  my  advice,  you 
might  have  saved  yourself  the  trouble  of 
waiting  here."  The  lady  looked  aU  round 
her,  and  finding  there  was  no  shop  open  but 
mine,  addressed  herself  to  me,  asking  leave 
to  sit  in  my  shop  till  the  rest  of  the  mer- 
chants came.  I  could  do  no  less  than  return 
a  civil  answer,  and  invite  the  lady  into  my 
shop. 
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The  Hundred  and  Forty-Second  Niglit. 

The  sultancss  being  awakened  by  lier  sis- 
ter Dinarzade,  x)i'oceeded  to  address  herself 
to  tlie  sidtan  in  the  following  manner  : — 
The  lady  sat  down  in  my  shop,  contmued 
the  merchant  of  Bagdad;  and  observing 
there  was  nobody  in  the  whole  bezestein  but 
the  eimuch  and  myself,  uncovered  her  face 
to  take  the  au- ;  and  I  must  say  I  never  saw 
so  beautifid  a  person.  I  no  sooner  had  a 
sight  of  her  face  than  I  conceived  a  passion 
for  her.  I  fixed  my  eyes  upon  her,  and  per- 
ceived that  she  was  not  dis])leased  with  my 
ogling,  for  she  gave  me  a  full  opportunity  to 
look  on  her,  and  did  not  cover  her  face  l)ut 
when  she  was  afraid  of  being  taken  notice 

After  she  had  pulled  down  her  veil  again 
she  told  me  she  wanted  several  sorts  of  the 
richest  and  finest  stuff's,  and  asked  me  if  I 
hadthem.  "Alas!  madam, "saidT,  "lambait 
a  young  man,  and  just  beginning  the  world; 
1  have  not  stock  enough  for  such  great  con- 
cerns, and  it  is  a  mortification  to  me  that  T 
have  nothing  to  shew  you  that  will  suit  you ; 
but  to  save  you  the  trouble  of  going  from 
shop  to  shop,  as  soon  as  the  merchants  come, 
I  will  go,  if  you  please,  and  fetch  from  them 
what  you  want,  with  the  lowest  prices  ;  and 
so  you  may  do  your  business  without  going 
any  fiu-ther."  She  complied  with  my  pro- 
posal, and  entered  into  discourse  with  me  ; 
which  continued  so  much  the  longer,  that  I 
made  her  believe  the  merchants  that  coidd 
furnish  what  she  wanted  were  not  yet  come. 

I  was  no  less  charmed  with  her  wit  than  I 
had  been  before  with  the  beauty  of  her  face ; 
but  there  was  a  necessity  of  denying  myself 
the  pleasure  of  her  conversation.  I  ran  out 
to  see  for  the  stuffs  she  wanted  ;  and  after 
she  had  pitched  upon  what  she  liked,  we 
agreed  for  five  thousand  drachms  of  coined 
silver.  I  wrai>ped  up  the  stuff's  in  a  small 
bundle,  and  gave  it  to  the  eunuch,  who  piit 
it  under  his  arm.  This  done,  she  rose  and 
took  leave.  I  followed  her  with  my  eyes  tiU 
she  had  reached  the  bezestein  gate,  and  even 
after  she  had  mounted  her  mule  again. 

The  lady  had  no  sooner  disajjpeared,  than 
I  perceived  that  love  had  caused  me  to  com- 
mit a  great  neglect.  It  had  so  engrossed 
my  thoughts,  that  I  did  not  reflect  that  slie 
went  away  without  paymg  the  money,  nei- 
ther had  I  the  thought  to  ask  who  she  was, 
or  where  she  dwelt.  However  I  considered 
I  was  accountable  for  a  large  sum  to  the 
merchants,  who,  perhaps,  would  not  have 
the  patience  to  stay  for  their  moiiey ;  and 
so  I  went  to  them  and  made  the  best  excuse 
I  could,  pretending  that  I  knew  the  lady, 
and  then  came  home  again  equally  affected 
with  love,  and  with  the  burden  of  such  a 
heavy  debt. 


Scheherazade  had  no  sooner  spoken  these 
words  than  day  appeared;  but  the  next 
night  she  proceeded  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Forty-Third  Ni^ht. 

T  HAD  desired  my  creditors,  continued  the 
merchant,  to  stay  eight  days  for  their 
money  ;  and  when  the  eight  days  were  passed, 
they  did  not  fail  to  dim  me.  Then  I  en- 
treated them  to  give  me  eight  days  more, 
which  they  agreed  to  ;  and  the  very  next 
day  I  saw  the  lady  come  to  the  bezestein, 
mounted  on  her  mule,  with  the  same  attend- 
ants as  before,  and  exactly  at  the  same  hour 
of  the  day. 

She  came  straight  to  my  shop.  "  I  have 
made  you  stay  some  time,"  said  she,  "but 
here  is  your  money  at  last ;  carry  it  to  the 
banker,  and  see  it  is  all  good  and  right." 
The  eunuch,  -n-ho  brought  me  the  monej% 
went  along  with  me  to  the  banker,  and  we 
found  it  very  right.  Then  I  came  back 
again,  and  had  the  hajjpiness  of  conversing 
with  the  lady  till  aU  the  shops  of  the  bezes- 
tein were  open.  Though  we  talked  but  of 
ordinary  things,  she  gave  them  such  a  turn, 
that  they  appeared  new  and  uncommon,  and 
convinced  me  that  I  v/as  not  mistaken  in 
admiring  her  wit  when  T  first  conversed 
with  her. 

As  soon  as  the  merchants  were  come,  and 
had  opened  their  shops,  I  carried  to  the  re- 
spective men  the  money  that  was  due  for 
their  stuffs,  and  was  readily  entrusted  with 
more,  which  the  lady  had  desired  to  see. 
In  short,  the  lady  took  stuffs  to  the  value  of  a 
thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  earned  them 
away  Avithout  paying  for  them  ;  nay,  with- 
out saying  one  word,  or  giving  me  to  un- 
derstand who  she  was.  I  was  astonislied, 
when  I  considered  that  at  this  rate  she  risked 
nothing,  but  left  me  without  any  security  of 
not  being  troubled  if  she  never  came  again. 
She  has  paid  me,  thought  I  to  myself,  a  con- 
siderable sum ;  but  she  leaves  me  answer- 
able for  another  that  runs  much  deej)er. 
Surely  she  cannot  be  a  cheat;  it  is  not  pos- 
siljle  she  can  have  any  such  design  as  to 
inveigle  me  to  wiy  ruin.  The  merchants  do 
not  know  her  ;  they  will  all  come  upon  me. 
In  short,  my  love  was  not  so  powerful  as  to 
stifle  the  uneasiness  I  felt,  when  I  reflected 
upon  all  cii'cuTnstances.  A  whole  month 
passed  before  I  heard  anything  of  my  lady 
again  ;  and  during  that  time  the  alarm 
increased.  The  merchants  were  impatent 
for  their  money,  and,  to  satisfy  them,  I  was 
going  to  sell  off'  all  I  had  ;  wlien  the  lady 
returned  one  morning  with  the  same  C(pii- 
page  as  before. 

"Take  your  weights,"  said  she,  "and 
weigh  the  gold  I  have  brought  you."  These 
words  dispelled   my  fear,  and  inflamed  my 
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love.  Before  we  counted  the  money,  she 
asked  me  several  questions,  and  particularly 
if  I  was  married.  I  answered  I  never  was. 
Then  reaching  out  tli(!  gold  to  the  eunuch, 
"  Let  us  have  your  interposition,"  said  slie, 
"to  accommodate  our  matters."  Upon 
which  the  eunuch  fell  a  laughing,  and  calling 
me  aside,  made  me  weigh  the  gold.  While 
I  was  weighing  the  gold,  the  euniich  whis- 
jiered  in  mj''  ear,  "  I  know  by  your  eyes  you 
love  this  lady,  and  I  am  surprised  to  find 
that  you  have  not  the  courage  to  disclose 
your  passion  to  her.  She  loves  you  more 
passionately  than  you  do  her.  Do  not 
imagine  that  she  has  any  real  occasion  for 
your  stuff's.  She  only  makes  an  errand  to 
come  hither,  because  you  have  inspired  her 
with  a  violent  passion.  For  this  reason 
she  asked  you  if  you  were  married.  Do  but 
ask  her  the  question  ;  it  will  be  your  own 
fault  if  you  do  not  marry  her.  "  It  is  true," 
said  I,  "  I  have  had  a  passion  for  her  from 
the  first  moment  that  I  cast  my  eyes  upon 
her  ;  but  I  durst  not  asi)ire  to  the  happiness 
of  thinking  my  love  acceptable  to  her.  T  am 
entirely  hers,  and  shall  not  fail  to  i-etain  a 
grateful  sense  of  your  good  ofiices  in  that 
matter. 

T  made  an  end  of  weighing  the  gold,  and 
while  I  was  putting  it  into  the  bag,  the 
eunuch  turned  to  the  lady,  and  told  her  I 
was  satisfied ;  that  being  the  word  they 
had  both  agreed  iipou  between  themselves. 
Presently  after  the  lady  rose  and  took  leave, 
telling  nie  she  would  send  the  eunuch  to  me, 
and  that  I  had  only  to  do  what  he  directed 
me  iu  her  name. 

I  carried  every  one  of  the  merchants 
their  money,  and  waited  some  days  with 
impatience  for  the  eunuch.  At  last  he  came. 
— But  here  Scheherazade  stopt,  because  it 
was  day,  and  piirsued  the  sequel  of  her  story 
next  uii^ht  in  the  following  manner  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Forty-Fonrtli  Night. 

I  RECKTVED  the  eunuch  very  kindly,  said  the 
Bagdad  merchant,  and  inquired  after  his 
mistress's  health.  "  You  are,"  said  he,  "the 
happiest  lover  in  the  world ;  she  is  quite 
sick  of  love  for  you ;  she  earnestly  desires 
to  see  you  ;  and  were  she  mistress  of  her 
owii  conduct,  would  not  fail  to  come  to  you, 
and  willingly  pass  all  the  moments  of  her 
life  in  your  company."  "Her  noble  mien 
and  graceful  carriage,"  said  I,  "convinced 
me  that  she  Avas  a  lady  beyond  the  common 
level."  "The  judgment  you  have  formed 
upon  that  liead,"  said  the  eunuch,  "is  very 
just;  she  is  the  favourite  of  Zobeide,  the 
ealii)h's  lady,  who  loves  her  the  more  for 
liaving  brought  her  up  from  lier  infancy, 
and  histructs  her  with  aU  her  affairs.     Hav- 


ing a  mind  to  marry,  she  has  declared  to  the 
caliph's  lady  that  she  has  cast  her  eyes  upon 
you,  and  desired  her  consent.  Zobeide  told 
her  she  agi-ecd  to  it,  only  she  had  a  mind  to 
see  you  first,  in  order  to  judge  if  she  had 
made  a  good  choice ;  and,  if  she  had, 
Zobeide  meant  to  defray  the  charges  of  the 
wedding.  Thus  you  see  your  felicity  is  cer- 
tain ;  since  you  have  pleased  the  favourite, 
you  will  be  equally  agreeable  to  the  mistress, 
who  seeks  only  to  oblige  her  favourite,  and 
would  by  no  means  thwart  her  inclination. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  to  come  to  the  palace. 
I  am  sent  hither  to  invite  you,  as  soon  as 
you  will  determine  to  go."  "  My  resolution 
is  formed  already,"  said  I,  "and  I  am  ready 
to  follow  you  whithersoever  you  jilease  to 
conduct  me."  "Very  well,"  said  the 
eunuch;  "but  you  know  men  are  not 
allowed  to  enter  the  ladies'  apartments  in 
the  palace,  and  you  must  be  introduced  with 
great  secrecy.  The  favourite  lady  has  con- 
trived the  matter  very  Avell.  On  your  side 
you  are  to  act  your  part  very  discreetly  ;  for 
if  you  do  not,  your  life  is  at  stake." 

I  gave  him  repeated  assurances  of  a  punc- 
tual performance  of  whatever  should  be 
enjoined  me.  "Then,"  said  he,  "in  the 
evening  you  must  be  at  the  mosque  built  Ijy 
the  caliph's  lady  on  the  bank  of  the  Tigris, 
and  stay  there  till  somebody  comes  to  call 
you."  I  agreed  to  aU  he  proposed  ;  and 
after  passing  the  day  in  great  impatience, 
went  in  the  evening  to  the  prayer  that  is 
said  an  hour  and  a  half  after  sunset  in  the 
mosque,  and  there  I  stayed  after  all  the 
people  were  gone. 

Soon  after  T  saw  a  boat  making  up  to 
the  mosque,  the  rowei-s  of  which  were  all 
eunuchs,  who  came  on  shore  and  jnit  several 
large  trunks  into  the  mosque,  and  then  re- 
tired; only  one  of  them  stayed  behind, 
whom  I  perceived  to  be  the  same  eunuch 
that  had  all  along  accompanied  the  lady, 
and  had  been  with  me  that  morning.  I  saw 
the  lady  also  enter  the  mosque  ;  and  mak- 
ing up  to  her,  told  her  I  was  ready  to  obey 
her  oi-ders.  "We  have  no  time  to  lose," 
said  she  ;  and  opening  one  of  the  trunks, 
bid  me  get  into  it,  ' '  that  being  necessary 
both  for  your  safety  and  mine.  Fear  no- 
thing," added  she;  "leave  the  management 
of  aU  to  me."  I  considered  with  myself,  I 
had  gone  too  far  to  recede,  and  so  obeyed 
her  orders ;  and  she  immediatelj'-  locked  the 
trunk.  This  done,  the  eunuch  her  confidant 
called  the  other  eunuchs  who  had  brought 
in  the  trunks,  and  ordered  them  to  carry 
them  on  board  again.  The  lady  and  eunuch 
re-embarked,  and  the  boatmen  rowed  to 
Zobeide's  apartment. 

In  the  meantime  I  reflected  very  seriously 
upon  the  danger  to  which  I  had  exposed 
myself,  and  made  vows  and  prayers,  though 
it  was  then  too  late, 
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The  boat  stopped  at  tlie  palace  gate,  aud 
the  trunks  ■vverc  carried  into  the  apartment 
of  the  officer  of  the  eimuchs,  who  keeps  the 
key  of  the  ladies'  apartments,  and  sufl'ers 
nothing  to  enter  without  a  nan-ow  inspec- 
tion. The  officer  was  then  in  bed,  and  there 
was  a  necessity  of  calling  him  up. — But  now, 
sir,  said  Scheherazade,  I  see  it  is  day ;  upon 
which  Schahi'iar  rose  to  hold  a  council, 
resolving  to  hear  the  rest  of  the  story  next 
night. 


The  Hundred  and  Forty-Fifth  Night. 

Some  minutes  before  day,  the  sultaness  of 
the  Indies  waking,  pursued  her  story  as 
follows  : — The  officer  of  the  eunuchs,  con- 
tinued the  Bagdad  merchant,  was  angay 
that  they  shoidd  break  his  rest,  and  chid 
the  favourite  lady  severely  for  coming  home 
so  late.  "You  shall  not  come  off  so 
easily  as  you  think  for,"  said  he  :  "not  one 
of  these  trunks  shall  pass  till  I  have  opened 
them  every  one."  At  the  same  time  he  com- 
manded the  eimuch  to  bring  them  before 
him,  and  opened  them  one  by  one.  The 
first  they  began  with  was  that  wherein  I 
lay,  which  put  me  into  inexpressible  fear. 

The  favoiu-ite  lad^',  who  had  the  key  of 
that  trunk,  protested  it  shoidd  not  be 
opened.  "You  know  very  well,"  said  she, 
"  I  bring  nothing  hither  but  what  is  for  the 
use  of  Zobeide,  yom-  mistress  and  mine. 
This  trunk,"  continued  she,  "is  filled  with 
rich  goods  that  I  had  from  some  merchants 
lately  arrived,  besides  a  number  of  bottles 
of  Zemzen  water  sent  from  Mecca ;  *  aud  if 
any  of  these  should  happen  to  break,  the 
goods  will  be  spoiled,  and  then  you  miist 
answer  for  them ;  depend  on  it,  Zobeide 
will  resent  your  insolence.  She  insisted 
upon  this  in  so  peremptory  terms,  that  the 
officer  did  not  dare  to  take  upon  him  to 
open  any  of  the  trimks.  "Let  them  go," 
said  he  angi-ily;  "you  may  carry  them  off." 
Upon  that  the  women's  a]iai-tment  was 
opened,  and  aU  the  trunks  were  carried  in. 

They  were  scarcely  got  in,  when  all  on  a 
sudden  I  heard  the  people  cry,  "Here  is  the 
caliph  !  here  comes  the  cahph  !  "  This  put 
me  in  such  a  fright,  that  I  wonder  I  did  not 
die  \ipon  the  spot,  for  it  really  was  the 
caliph.  "What  hast  thou  got  in  these 
trunks ? "  said  he  to  the  favom-ite.  "Some 
stuffs,"  said  she,  "lately  arrived,  which 
your  majesty's  lady  had  a  mind  to  see." 
"Open  them,"  cried  he,  "and  let  me  see 
them."  She  pretended  to  excuse  herself, 
alleging    the   stuffs   were   only   proper   for 


*  There  is  a  fountain  at  Mecca,  whicli,  according  to 
the  Mahommedans,  is  the  spring  that  God  shewed  to 
Ilagai-  after  Abraham  was  oblifod  to  put  her  away. 
The  water  of  this  spring  is  drunk  by  way  of  devotion, 
and  is  sent  in  presents  to  the  princes  and  princesses. 


ladies,  and  that  by  opening  them  his  lady 
woidd  be  deprived  of  the  pleasm-e  of  seeing 
them  first.  "I  say,  open  them,"  cried  the 
caliph  ;  "I  have  a  mind  to  see  them,  and  1 
will  see  them.  She  still  represented  that 
her  mistress  would  be  angry  with  her  if  she 
opened  them.  "Xo,  no,"  said  he,  "IwiU 
engage  she  shall  not  say  a  word  to  you  for 
so  doing  :  come,  come,  open  them,  and  do 
not  keep  me  waiting  here." 

There  was  a  necessity  of  obeying,  which 
gave  me  such  alarm,  that  I  tremble  every 
time  I  think  on  it.  The  caUph  sat  down ; 
and  the  favourite  ordered  all  the  tnmks  to 
be  brought  before  him  one  after  another. 
Then  she  opened  them ;  and  to  lengthen  out 
the  time,  shewed  aU  the  beauties  of  each 
jiarticidar  stuff,  thinking  thereby  to  tire  out 
his  2)aticnce ;  but  her  stratagem  did  not 
succeed.  Being  as  im-williug  as  myseff  to 
have  the  trunk  where  I  lay  opened,  she  left 
that  to  the  last.  So  when  all  the  rest  were 
viewed,  "Come,"  said  the  calijih,  "make 
an  end ;  let  us  see  what  is  in  that."  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  tell  you  whether  I  was  dead  or 
alive  that  moment ;  for  I  little  thought  of 
escaping  so  great  a  danger. 

Day  appearing  Scheherazade  stopt,  but 
carried  on  her  story  next  night  as  follows : 


The  Hundred  and  Forty-Sixth  Night. 

When  Zobeide's  favourite,  continued  the 
Bagdad  merchant,  saw  that  the  caliph 
woiUd  needs  have  the  trunk  oi)ened  where  I 
lay, — "As  for  this  trunk, "  said  she,  "your 
majesty  will  please  to  dispense  with  the 
opening  of  it;  there  are  some  things  in  it 
wliich  I  cannot  shew  you  without  your  lady 
be  by. "  "  Well,  weU, "  said  the  caliph,  ' '  since 
it  is  so,  I  am  satisfied  ;  order  the  trunks  to 
be  carried  away.  The  word  was  no  sooner 
spoken  than  the  trunks  were  moved  into 
her  chamber,  where  I  began  to  revive  again. 

As  soon  as  the  eunuchs  who  had 
brought  them  were  gone,  she  piresently 
ojDened  the  trunk  where  I  was  prisoner. 
"Come  out,"  said  she,  "go  up  these  stairs, 
that  lead  to  an  upper  room,  and  stay  there 
till  I  come."  The  door  which  led  to  the 
stairs  she  locked  after  I  was  in ;  and  that 
was  no  sooner  done  than  the  caliph  came 
and  sat  doM'n  on  the  very  trunk  where  I  had 
been  confined.  The  occasion  of  this  visit 
was  a  motion  of  curiosity  that  did  not  re- 
spect me.  He  had  a  mind  to  question  the 
lady  about  what  she  had  seen  or  heard  in 
the  city.  So  they  discoursed  together  some 
while  ;  and  then  he  left  her,  and  retired  to 
his  apartment. 

When  she  found  the  coast  clear,  she  came 
to  the  chamber  where  I  was,  and  made 
many  ajjologies  for  the  alarms  she  had  given 
me.     "My  uneasiness,"  said  she,  "was  no 


THE  SULTAN  OF  CASGAR'S  PURVEYOR. 


159 


less  than  yours ;  you  canuot  well  doubt  of 
that,  since  I  have  run  the  same  risk  out  of 
love  to  you  :  perhaps  another  person  in  my 
situation  would  not  have  had  the  presence 
of  mind  to  manage  matters  so  dexterously 
upon  so  delicate  an  occasion,  where  so  much 
courage  and  presence  of  mind  were  requisite; 
nothing  less  than  the  love  I  had  for  you 
coidd  have  inspired  me  with  courage  to  do 
it.  But  come,  take  heart,  now  the  danger 
is  over."  After  much  tender  discourse  be- 
tween us  she  told  me  it  was  time  to  go  to 
rest,  and  that  she  would  not  fail  to  intro- 
duce me  to  Zobeide,  her  mistress,  some  hoiu- 
to-morrow,  which  will  be  very  easy  ;  "For 
the  caliph  never  sees  her,"  added  she,  "but 
at  night."  Encouraged  by  these  words,  T 
slept  very  well ;  or  if  my  sleep  was  inter- 
rupted, it  was  by  agreeable  disquietudes, 
caused  by  the  hopes  of  enjoying  a  lady  blest 
with  so  much  wit  and  beauty. 

The  next  day,  before  I  was  introduced  to 
Zobeide,  her  favom-ite  instructed  me  how 
to  behave,  mentioning  what  questions  she 
would  put  to  me,  and  dictating  the  answers 
I  was  to  give.  This  done,  she  carried  me 
into  a  very  magnificent  and  richly  furnished 
hall.  I  was  no  sooner  entered  than  twenty 
women  slaves,  advanced  in  age,  dressed  in 
rich  and  uniform  habits,  came  out  of  Zo- 
beide's  apartment,  and  placed  themselves 
very  modestly  before  the  throne  in  two 
equal  rows  ;  they  were  followed  by  twenty 
other  yoimger  ladies  clothed  after  the  same 
manner,  only  their  habits  appeared  some- 
■\\hat  gayer.  In  the  middle  of  these  appeared 
Zobeide,  with  a  majestic  air,  and  so  laden 
with  jewels  that  she  coidd  scarce  walk. 
She  went  and  sat  down  on  the  throne,  and 
the  favourite  lady  who  had  accompanied 
her  stood  just  by  her  on  her  right  hand  ; 
the  other  ladies,  who  were  slaves,  being 
placed  at  some  distance  on  each  side  of  the 
throne. 

As  soon  as  the  caliph's  lady  was  set  down, 
the  slaves  that  came  in  first  made  a  sign  for 
uic  to  approach.  I  advanced  between  the 
two  rows  they  had  formed,  and  prostrated 
myself  upon  the  carpet  that  was  under  the 
princess's  feet.  She  ordered  me  to  rise,  and 
did  me  the  honour  to  aok  my  name,  my 
family,  and  the  state  of  my  fortune ;  upon 
all  whicli  I  gave  her  satisfactory  answers,  as 
I  perceived  not  only  by  her  countenance, 
but  by  her  words.  "  I  am  glad,"  said  she, 
"that  my  daughter"  (so  she  used  to  call 
the  favoiu-ite  lady,)  "for  I  look  upon  her  as 
such,  after  the  care  I  have  taken  of  her  edu- 
cation, I  am  very  glad  she  has  made  a  choice 
that  pleases  me ;  I  approve  of  it  and  give 
consent  to  your  marriage.  I  will  myself 
give  orders  for  solemnising  it ;  but  I  want 
to  have  my  daughter  stay  ten  days  with  me 
before  the  solemnity  ;  and  in  that  time  I 
Mill  speak  to  the  caliph,  and  obtain  his  con- 


sent :  meanwhile    do    you    stay  here ;    you 
shall  be  taken  care  of. 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  stopped 
here,  but  went  on  the  next  night  as  fol- 
lows : — 


The  Hundred  and  Forty-Seventh  Night. 

Pursuant  to  the  caliph's  lady's  orders,  con- 
tiniied  the  Bagdad  merchant,  I  stayed  ten 
days  in  the  women's  apartments,  and  during 
that  time  was  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  favourite  lady ;  but  was  so  well 
used  by  her  orders,  that  I  had  no  reason  to 
be  dissatisfied. 

Zobeide  told  the  caliph  her  resolution  of 
marrying  the  favourite  lady  ;  and  the  cali])h 
leaving  to  her  the  liberty  of  doing  tipon  that 
head  what  she  pleased,  granted  the  favourite 
a  considerable  sum  by  way  of  settlement. 
When  the  ten  days  were  expired,  Zobi'iile 
ordered  the  contract  of  marriage  to  be  drawn 
up  and  brought  to  her,  and  the  necessary 
preparations  being  made  for  the  solemnity, 
the  miisicians  and  the  dancers  (both  men  and 
women)  were  called  in  and  there  were  great 
rejoicings  in  the  palace  for  nine  days.  The 
tenth  day  being  appointed  for  the  last  cere- 
mony of  the  marriage,  the  favourite  lady 
was  conducted  to  a  bath,  and  I  to  another. 
At  night  I  sat  down  to  table,  and  had  all 
manner  of  dishes  served  iqi  to  me,  and 
among  others,  a  ragout  with  garlic,  such  as 
you  have  now  forced  me  to  eat  of.  This 
ragout  I  liked  so  well,  that  I  scarce  touched 
any  of  the  other  dishes  :  but  such  was  my 
nnhapiiiness,  that  when  I  arose  from  the 
table,  I  only  wijied  my  hands,  instead  of 
washing  them  wed  ;  a  piece  of  negligence  I 
had  never  been  guilty  of  before. 

Though  it  was  then  night,  the  whole 
apartment  of  the  ladies  was  as  light  as  day, 
by  means  of  many  illuminations.  Nothing 
was  to  be  heard  all  over  the  palace  but 
musical  instruments,  dances,  and  acclama- 
tions of  joy.  My  bride  and  I  were  intro- 
duced into  a  great  hall,  where  we  were 
placed  upon  two  thrones.  The  women  that 
attended  her  made  her  shift  herself  several 
times,  and  painted  her  face  with  different 
sorts  of  colours,  according  to  the  usual  cus- 
tom on  wedding-days ;  and  every  time  she 
changed  her  habit  they  shewed  her  to  me. 

All  these  ceremonies  being  over,  we  were 
conducted  to  the  nuptial-room  ;  as  soon  as 
the  company  retired,  I  approached  to  em- 
brace my  wife  :  but  instead  of  returning  my 
transports,  she  pushed  me  away,  and  cried 
out  most  fearfully  ;  upon  which  all  the  ladies 
of  the  ai^artment  came  running  into  the 
chamber  to  know  what  she  cried  for  ;  and 
for  my  own  part,  I  was  so  thimder-stmck, 
that  I  stood  like  a  post,  without  the  power 
of   even   asking    what    she    meant   by   it. 
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"Dear  sister,"  said  tTiey  to  her,  "  what  has 
hajipened  since  we  left  you  so  lately  ?  Let 
us  know,  that  we  may  try  to  relieve  you." 
"Take,"  said  she,  "take  out  of  my  si^ht 
that  vile  fellow."  "  Why,  madam  ?  "  said  I, 
"wherein  have  I  deserved  your  displeasure  ? " 
"You  are  a  villain,"  said  she,  in  a  furious 
passion,  ' '  to  eat  garlic  and  not  wash  your 
hands !  Do  you  think  I  would  sufTer  such  a 
filthy  fellow  to  poison  me  ?  Down  with 
him,  down  with  him  upon  the  ground," 
continued  she,  "addressing  herself  to  the 
ladies ;  and  bring  me  a  good  bidl's  pizzle." 
In  short,  I  was  thrown  upon  the  ground ; 
and  while  some  held  my  hands,  and  others 
my  feet,  my  wife,  who  was  presently  fur- 
nished with  a  weapon,  laid  on  me  as  long  as 
she  could  stand  over  me.  Then  she  said  to 
the  ladies,  "Take  him,  send  him  to  the 
judge,  and  let  the  hand  he  cut  off  with 
which  he  fed  upon  the  garlic  ragout." 

"Good  God,"  cried  I,  "must  I  be  beat 
and  bruised  luimercifully,  and  to  complete 
my  affliction,  have  my  hand  cut  off,  for 
eating  of  a  ragout  with  garhc,  and  forgetting 
to  wash  my  hands?  What  jaroportion  is 
there  between  the  punishment  and  the 
crime  ?  Curse  on  the  ragout  and  on  the 
cook  that  dressed  it,  and  on  him  that  served 
it  up. " 

Here  the  sultaness  discontinued  her  story, 
observing  the  dawn  of  day ;  and  Schahriar 
rose,  laughing  heartily  at  the  favourite  lady's 
anger,  and  ciuious  to  know  the  issue  of  the 
story. 


The  Hundred  and  Forty-Eislith  Niglit. 

Kext  morning  Scheherazade,  waking  before 
day,  resumed  the  thread  of  her  discourse  to 
this  purpose : — AU  the  ladies  that  were 
by,  continiied  the  Bagdad  merchant,  and 
had  witnessed  my  receiving  the  thousand 
strokes,  took  pity  of  me  when  they  heard  the 
cutting  off  of  my  hand  spoken  of.  "Dear 
madam,  dear  sister,"  said  they  to  the 
favourite  lady,  "  you  carry  your  resentment 
too  far.  AVe  own  he  is  a  man  quite  ignorant 
of  the  world,  of  your  quality,  and  the 
respect  due  to  you  :  but  we  beseech  you  to 
overlook  and  pardon  the  fault  he  has  com- 
mitted." "I  have  not  received  suitable 
.satisfaction,"  said  she,  "  I  will  teach  him  to 
know  the  world ;  I  will  make  him  bear 
sensible  marks  of  his  impertinence,  and  be 
cautious  hereafter  how  he  tastes  a  garlic 
i-agout  without  washing  his  hands. "  After- 
wards they  continued  theu-  solicitations, 
and  feU  down  at  her  feet,  and  kissmg  her 
fair  hands,  "  Good  madam,"  said  they,  "in 
the  name  of  God  moderate  your  wrath,  and 
grant  thefavourwe  request."  She  answered 
not  a  word,  but  got  up,  and  after  uttering  a 
thousand  reproaches  against  me,  walked  out 


of  the  chamber ;  and  all  the  ladies  followed 
her,  leaving  me  m  inconceivable  affliction. 

I  continued  there  ten  days,  without  seeing 
anybody  but  an  old  woman  slave  that 
brought  me  victuals.  I  asked  her  what  was 
become  of  the  favourite  lady.  "  She  is 
sick,"  said  the  old  woman  ;  "  she  is  sick  of 
the  poisoned  smell  you  infected  her  with. 
Why  did  you  not  take  care  to  wash  yoiir 
hands  after  eating  of  that  cursed  ragout  ? " 
Is  it  possible,  thought  I  to  myself,  that 
these  ladies  can  be  so  nice,  and  so  vindictive 
for  so  small  a  fault  !  t  loved  my  wife,  not- 
withstanding all  her  cruelty,  and  coiUd  not 
help  pitying  her. 

One  day  the  old  woman  told  me  my 
spouse  was  recovered,  and  gone  to  bathe, 
aud  would  come  to  see  me  next  day. 
"  So,"  said  she,  "  I  woiild  have  you  call  iip 
your  patience,  and  endeavour  to  accommo- 
date yourseK  to  her  humour :  for  she  is 
otherwise  a  woman  of  good  sense  and 
discretion,  and  beloved  by  aU  the  ladies 
about  the  court  of  Zobeide,  our  respectable 
mistress. " 

In  effect,  my  wife  came  next  night,  and 
accosted  me  thus  :  "  You  see  I  am  too  good 
in  seeing  you  again  after  the  affront  you 
have  olfei-ed  me ;  but  still  I  cannot  be  re- 
conciled to  you  till  I  have  punished  you  ac- 
cording to  your  demerit,  in  not  washing 
your  hands  after  eating  the  garlic  ragout. 
This  said,  she  called  the  ladies,  who,  by  her 
order, threw  me  upon  the  ground;  and  after 
binding  me  fast,  she  had  the  barbarity  to 
cut  off  my  thumbs  and  great  toes  herself 
with  a  razor.  One  of  the  ladies  apphed  a 
certain  root  to  stanch  the  blood  ;  but  by 
bleeding  and  by  the  pain  I  swooned  away. 

When  I  came  to  myseK  they  gave  me 
wine  to  druik,  to  recruit  my  strength. 
"Ah,  madam,"  said  I  to  my  Avife,  "if  ever 
I  eat  of  a  garlic  ragout  again,  I  solemnly 
swear  to  wash  my  hands  a  hundred  and 
twenty  times  with  the  herb  alkali,  with  the 
ashes  of  the  same  jjlant,  and  with  soap." 
"Well,"  replied  my  wife,  "ujion  that  con- 
dition I  am  \\illing  to  forget  what  is  past, 
and  live  with  you  as  my  husband." 

This,  continued  the  Bagdad  merchant, 
addressing  himself  to  the  company,  this  is 
the  reason  why  I  refused  to  eat  of  the  garlic 
ragout  that  is  now  upon  the  table. 

Day  appearing  stopjjcd  Scheherazade;  but 
next  night  she  went  on  to  the  following 
purpose : — 


The  Hundred  cand  Forty-Ninth  Night. 

SiK,  to  make  an  end  of  the  Bagdad  mer- 
chant's story  :  The  ladies,  said  he,  ap- 
plied to  my  wounds  not  only  the  rooti  men- 
tioned to  you,  but  likewise  some  balsam  of 
Mecca,  which  they  were  well  assured  was 
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not,  adulterateil,  l)eeause  they  had  it  out  of 
tho  caliph's  own  dispeusatoiy.      Ly  virtue 


of  that  admirable  balsam  was   I    perfectly 
cured  iu  a  few  days,  and  my  wife  and  I  lived 


together  as  agreeably  as  if  T  had  never  eat 
of  the  garlic  ragout.  But  having  been  all 
my  lifetime  used  to  enjoy  my  liberty,  I 
grew  weary  of  being  confined  to  the  caliph's 
palace  ;  yet  I  said  nothing  of  it  to  my  wife, 
for  fear  of  displeasing  her.  However,  she 
suspected  it,  and  wanted  nothing  more  her- 
self than  to  get  out  ;  for  it  was  gratitude 
alone  that  made  her  continue  with  Zobcide. 
Being  a  very  witty  woman,  she  represented 
in  such  lively  terms  to  her  mistress  the  con- 
straint I  was  fmder,  in  not  living  in  the  city 
with  i^eople  of  my  own  rank,  as  I  had  always 
done,  that  the  good  princess  chose  rather 
to  deprive  herself  of  the  pleasure  of  having 
her  favourite  about  her  than  not  to  grant 
what  we  both  equally  desired. 

A  month  after  our  marriage,  my  wife 
came  into  the  room  with  several  eunuchs, 
carrying  each  a  bag  of  silver.  When  the 
eunuchs  were  gone, —  "  You  never  told  me," 
said  she,  "  that  you  were  uneasy  in  being 
contined  to  court :  but  I  perceived  it,  and 
have  hap])Lly  found  means  to  make  you  con- 
tented. My  mistress  Zobeide  gives  us  leave 
to  go  out  of  the  palace  ;  and  here  are  fifty 
thousand  secpiins  of  which  she  has  made  us 
a  present,  in  order  to  enable  us  l^o  live  com- 
fortably in  the  citj^.  Take  ten  thousand  of 
them,  and  go  and  buy  us  a  house." 

I  quickly  found  a  house  for  the  money, 
and  after  fiu-nishing  it  richly,  we  went  and 
lived  in  it ;  and  kept  a  great  many  slaves  of 
both  sexes,  and  made  a  good  figure.  In 
short,  we  began  to    live  a,   very  agreeable 


life,  but  it  did  not  last  long.  At  a  year's  end 
my  wife  feU  sick  and  died. 

I  might  have  married  again,  and  lived 
honourably  at  Bagdad  ;  but  curiosity  to  see 
the  world  put  me  ujion  another  course. 
I  sold  my  house,  and  after  purchasing  seve- 
ral sorts  of  goods,  I  went  with  a  caravan 
to  Persia  ;  from  Persia  I  travelled  to  Samar- 
cande,  and  from  thence  hither. 

"  This,"  said  the  purveyor  to  the  sultan 
of  Casgar,  "  this  is  the  story  that  the  Bagdad 
merchant  told  in  a  com]mny  where  I  was  yes- 
terday. "  "  This  story, "  said  the  sultan,  ' '  has 
something  in  it  extraordinary ;  but  it  does 
not  come  near  that  of  my  little  Hunchback." 
Then  the  Jewish  physician  prostrated  him- 
!  self  before  the  sultan's  throne,  and  rising 
again,  addressed  himself  to  that  jn-ince  in 
the  following  manner  : — "  Sir,  if  you  will  be 
so  good  as  to  hear  me,  I  flatter  myself  you 
will  be  pleased  with  a  story  I  have  to  tel] 
you."  "Well  spoken,"  said  the  sultan; 
"but  if  it  is  not  more  surprising  than  that 
of  little  Hunchback,  you  must  not  expect 
to  live." 

Day  appearing,  the  sultaness  stopped  here, 
but  resumed  her  discoiu-se  next  nigh  as 
follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Night. 

Sir,  said  she,  the  Jewish  physician,  find- 
ing the  sultan  of  Casgar  disposed  to  hear 
him,  ^ave  the  following  relation  : — 
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Sir,  when  I  was  studying  physic  at  Dam- 
ascus, and  was  just  beginning  to  practise 
tliat  noble  profession  with  some  reputation, 
a  man  slave  called  me  to  see  a  patient  in  the 
governor  of  the  city's  family.  Accordingly 
I  went,  and  was  conducted  into  a  room, 
where  1  found  a  very  handsome  young  man, 
much  dejected  by  his  disorder.  I  saluted 
him,  and  sat  down  by  him;  but  he  made 
no  return  to  my  compliments,  only  a  sign 
with  his  eyes  that  he  heard  me,  and  thanked 
me.  "Pray,  sir,"  said  I,  "give  me  your 
hand,  that  I  may  feel  your  pulse."  But 
instead  of  stretching  out  his  right,  he  gave 
me  his  left  hand,  at  which  I  was  extremely 
sm-prised.  This,  said  I  to  myself,  is  a 
gross  piece  of  ignorance,  that  he  does  not 
know  that  people  present  their  right  hand, 
and  not  their  left,  to  a  physician.  How- 
ever, I  felt  his  pulse,  wrote  him  a  pre- 
scription, and  took  leave. 

I  continued  my  visits  for  nine  days, 
and  every  time  I  felt  his  pulse  he  still  gave 
me  his  left  hand.  On  the  tenth  day  he 
seemed  to  be  pretty  well,  and  so  I  pre- 
scribed nothing  for  him  but  loathing.  The 
governor  of  Damascus,  who  was  by,  did,  in 
testimony  of  his  being  well  satisfied  with 
my  service,  invest  me  with  a  very  rich  robe, 
saying  he  made  me  a  phj^sician  of  the  city 
hospital,  and  physician  in  ordinary  to  his 
house,  where  I  might  freely  eat  at  his  table 
when  I  pleased. 

The  young  man  likewise  shewed  me  many 
civilities,  and  asked  me  to  accompany  him 
to  the  bath.  Accordingly  we  went  together, 
and  when  his  attendants  had  undressed  him, 
I  perceived  he  wanted  the  right  hand,  and 
that  it  had  not  long  been  cut  off,  which  had 
been  the  occasion  of  his  disorder,  thougli 
concealed  from  me  ;  for  while  the  peojile 
about  him  were  applying  proper  medicines 
externally,  they  had  called  me  to  prevent 
the  ill  consequence  of  the  fever  which  was 
on  him.  I  was  very  much  surprised  and 
concerned  on  seeing  his  misfortune  ;  which 
he  observed  by  my  countenance.  "  Doctor," 
cried  he,  ' '  do  not  be  astonished  to  see  that 
my  hand  is  cut  off ;  some  day  or  other  I  will 
tell  you  the  occasion  of  it ;  and  in  that  rela- 
tion you  will  be  entertained  with  very  sur- 
prising adventures." 

After  we  had  done  bathing,  we  sat  down 
to  table;  and  after  some  other  discourse  to- 
gether, he  asked  me  if  it  wotdd  be  any  pre- 
judice to  his  health  if  he  went  and  took  a 
walk  out  of  town  in  the  governor's  garden  ? 
I  made  answer,  so  far  from  it,  that  the  air 
would  benefit  his  health.  "Since  it  is  so," 
said  he,  "  if  you  -will  give  me  yoiir  company, 
I  will  tell  you  the  history  of  my  adventures. " 
I   replied,   "I  was  at  his  command  for  all 


that  day."  Upon  which  he  presently  called 
his  servants  to  bring  something  for  a  colla- 
tion, and  we  went  to  the  governor's  garden. 
There  we  took  two  or  three  turns,  and  then 
sat  down  upon  a  carpet  that  his  sei'-vants 
had  spread  under  a  tree,  which  gave  a  very 
pleasant  shade.  After  we  were  seated,  the 
yoiuig  man  gave  me  his  history  in  the 
following  terms  : — 

I  was  born,  said  he,  at  IMoussol,  of 
one  of  the  most  considerable  families  in 
the  city.  My  father  was  the  eldest  of  ten 
brothers  who  were  all  alive,  and  married 
when  my  grandfather  died.  All  the  brothers 
were  childless,  but  my  father ;  and  he  has 
no  child  but  me.  He  took  particular  care 
of  my  education,  and  made  me  learn  every- 
thing proper  for  a  child  of  my  rank. — But, 
sir,  said  Scheherazade,  I  am  enjoined  silence 
by  the  day  which  now  appears.  So  she 
stopped,  and  the  sultan  rose. 


ThG  Hundred  and  Fifty-First  Night. 

Xext  morning  Scheherazade  continued  her 
last  story  as  follows  : — Sir,  said  she,  the 
Jewish  physician  addressing  himself  to  tlie 
sultan  of  Casgar,  the  young  man  of  Moussol, 
said  he,  went  on  thus  : 

When  I  was  gro^^^l  up,  and  began  to  keep 
company  Avith  the  world,  I  happened  one 
Friday  to  be  at  noon-prayers  with  my  father 
and  my  uncles  in  the  great  mosque  of  [Mous- 
sol.  And  after  prayers  were  over,  the  rest 
of  the  company  going  away,  my  father  and 
my  uncles  continued  sitting  upon  the  best 
carpet  in  the  mosque  :  and  I  sat  down  by 
them.  They  discoursed  of  several  things, 
l)ut  the  conversation  fell  insensibly,  I  know 
not  how,  iipon  the  subject  of  voyages.  They 
extolled  the  beauties  and  peculiar  rarities  of 
some  kingdoms,  and  of  their  principal  cities. 
But  one  of  my  imcles  said,  that  according  to 
the  uniform  report  of  an  infinite  number  of 
voyagers,  there  was  not  in  the  world  a 
jileasanter  coimtry  than  Egj-pt  and  the  Nile  ; 
and  the  account  he  gave  of  them  infused 
into  me  such  a  charming  idea  of  them,  that 
from  that  very  moment  I  had  a  desire  to 
travel  thither.  Whatever  my  other  imclcs 
said,  by  way  of  preference  to  Bagdad  and  the 
Tigris,  in  calling  Bagdad  the  true  residence 
of  the  Mussulman  religion,  and  the  metro- 
polis of  all  the  cities  of  the  earth,  made  no 
impression  uxjon  me.  My  father  joined  in 
oi^inion  with  those  of  his  brothers  who  had 
spoken  in  favour  of  Egypt ;  which  filled  me 
with  joy.  "  Say  what  you  will,"  said  he, 
"the  man  that  has  not  seen  Egypt,  has  not 
seen  the  greatest  rarity  in  the  world.  All 
the  land  there  is  golden ;  I  mean,  it  is  so 
fertile  that  it  enriches  its  inhabitants.  All 
the  women  of  that  country  charm  you  by 
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lliL'ir  beauty  iiud  their  agrcealjlo  carriage. 
If  you  speak  of  the  Nile,  where  is  there  a 
more  wonderful  river?  What  water  was 
ever  lighter  or  more  delicious?  The  very 
hlimc  it  carries  along  in  its  overflowing 
fattens  the  fields,  which  prodiicc  a  thousand 
times  more  than  other  countries  that  are 
cultivated  with  the  greatest  labour.  Ob- 
serve what  a  poet  said  of  the  Egyptians, 
Avhen  he  was  obliged  to  depart  from  Egypt : 
'  Your  Nile  loads  you  with  blessings  every 
day;  it  is  for  j-ou  only  that  it  runs  from 
such  a  distance.  Alas !  in  removing  from 
you,  my  tears  will  How  as  abundantly  as  its 
waters  :  you  are  to  continue  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  its  sweetnesses,  while  I  am  con- 
demned to  deprive  myself  of  them  against 
my  will.' 

"  If  you  look,"  added  my  father,  "towards 
tlic  island  that  is  formed  by  the  two  greatest 
liranehes  of  the  Nile,  what  variety  of  ver- 
dure !  What  enamel  of  all  sorts  of  flowers  ! 
"W  hilt  a  prodigious  number  of  cities,  villages, 
canals,  and  a  thousand  other  agreeable  ob- 
jects !     If  you  turn  your  eyes  on  the  other 


side,  up  towards  Ethiopia,  how  many  other 
subjects  of  admiration!  I  cannot  compare 
the  verdure  of  so  many  plains,  watered  with 
the  different  canals  of  the  island,  betterthan 
to  brilliant  emeralds  set  in  silver.  Is  not 
Grand  Cairo  the  largest,  the  most  populous, 
and  the  richest  city  in  the  universe  ?  What 
a  number  of  magnificent  edifices,  both  public 
and  private  !  If  you  view  the  pyramids, 
you  will  lie  filled  with  astonishment :  you 
will  stifi'en  at  the  sight  of  these  masses  of 
stone  of  an  enormous  thickness,  which  rear 
their  heads  to  the  skies !  You  will  be 
obliged  to  confess  that  the  Pharaohs,  who 
employed  such  riches,  and  so  many  men  in 
building  them,  must  have  surpassed  in 
magnificence  and  invention  all  the  monarchs 
that  have  appeared  since,  not  only  in  Egypt, 
but  in  all  the  world,  for  having  left  monu- 
ments so  worthy  of  their  memory  :  monu- 
ments so  ancient,  that  the  learned  cannot 
agree  upon  the  time  of  their  erection ;  yet 
such  as  stand  to  this  day,  and  will  last  to 
the  end  of  time.  I  pass  over  in  silence  the 
maritime  cities  of  the  kingdom  of  Egypt, 


such  as  Damietta,  Eosetta,  Alexandria, 
where  innvimerable  nations  come  for  various 
sorts  of  grain,  cloth,  and  an  infinite  number 
of  other  things  calcidated  for  the  accom- 
modation and  dehght  of  men.  I  speak  of 
what  I  know  ;  for  I  spent  there  some  years 
in  my  youth,  which,  as  long  as  I  live,  I  shall 
always  reckon  the  most  agreeable  part  of  my 
life." 

Scheherazade  was  proceeding,  when  day- 
light appeared  and  silenced  her :  but  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  cnsuiag  night,  she  pur- 
sued her  story  in  the  following  manner  : — 


Tlie  Hundred  and  Fifty-Second  Night. 

AIy  imcles   had  no  answer  to  give  my  fa- 
ther, continued  the  young  man  of  Moussol, 


^^ 


and  assented  to  all  he  had  said  of  the  Nile 
of  Cairo,  and  of  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Egypt  :  my  imagination  was  so  full  of  it, 
that  I  had  not  a  wink  of  slee]i  that  night. 
Soon  after,  my  uncles  declared  how  much 
they  were  struck  with  my  father's  discourse. 
They  made  a  proposal  to  him,  that  they 
should  travel  all  together  into  Egypt.  He 
accepted  of  the  proposal ;  and  being  rich 
merchants,  they  resolved  to  carry  with  them 
such  goods  as  would  sell  there.  I  found 
that  they  were  making  preparations  for  their 
departure ;  and  thereupon  went  to  my  father, 
and  l)egged  of  him,  with  tears  in  my  eyes, 
that  he  would  suffer  me  to  go  along  with 
him,  and  allow  me  some  stock  of  goods  to 
trade  with  on  my  own  account.  "  You  ai-e 
too  young,"  said  my  father,  "  to  travel  into 
Egypt ;  the  fatigue  is  too  great  for  you ;  and 
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besides,  I  am  sure  you  Avill  come  ofif  a  loser 
in  your  traffic."  These  words,  however,  tlid 
not  cure  the  eager  desire  I  had  to  traveL  I 
made  use  of  my  uncle's  interest  with  my 
father,  who  at  last  grantetl  me  leave  to  go 
as  far  as  Damascus,  where  they  were  to  leave 
me,  till  they  travelled  through  Egypt. 
"The  city  of  Damascus,"  said  my  father, 
"  may  likewise  glory  in  its  beauties,  and  my 
son  must  be  content  with  leave  to  go  so  far."' 
Though  my  curiosity  to  see  Egypt  was  very 
pressing,  I  considered  he  was  my  father,  and 
sabmitted  to  his  wilL 

I  set  out  from  Moussol  with  him  and  my 
Tmcles.  We  travelletl  through  Mesopotamia, 
passed  the  Euphrates,  and  arrived  at  Alepjx), 
where  we  stayeil  some  days.  From  thence 
we  went  to  Damascus,  the  first  sight  of 
which  agreeably  surprised  me.  "We  lodged 
all  together  in  one  khan ;  and  I  had  the 
view  of  a  citj-  that  was  large,  populous,  fidl 
of  handsome  people,  and  well  fortifie<L  AVe 
employed  some  days  in  walking  up  and  down 
the  delicious  gartlens  that  surrounded  it; 
and  we  all  agreed,  that  Damascus  was  justly 
said  to  be  seated  in  a  paradise.  At  last  my 
uncles  thought  of  pursuing  their  journey ; 
but  took  care,  before  they  went,  to  sell  my 
goods  so  advantageously  for  me,  that  I  got 
five  himdred  i>er  cent.  This  sale  fetcheti 
me  so  considerable  a  sum,  that  I  was  trans- 
ported to  see  myself  possessetl  of  it. 

My  father  and  my  imcles  left  me  in 
Damascus,  and  pursued  their  j  oumey.  After 
their  departure,  I  used  great  caution  not  to 
lay  out  my  money  idly.  But  at  the  same 
time  I  took  a  stately  house,  all  of  marble, 
adorned  with  paintings  of  gold,  silver  foli- 
age, and  a  garden  with  fine  water- works. 
I  furnished  it,  not  so  richly,  indeed,  as  the 
magnificence  of  the  place  desenetl,  but  at 
least  handsomely  enough  for  a  yoimg  man 
of  my  rank.  It  had  formerly  belonged  to 
one  of  the  principal  lords  of  the  city,  whose 
name  was  Modoun  Aldalraham ;  but  then 
was  the  property  of  a  rich  jewel  merchant, 
to  whom  1  paid  for  it  only  two  sherifs  *  a 
month.  I  had  a  number  of  domestics,  and 
lived  honourably;  sometimes  I  gave  enter- 
tainments to  such  i^eople  as  I  had  made  an 
acquaintance  with,  and  sometimes  I  went 
and  was  treated  by  them.  Thus  did  I  sjtend 
my  time  at  Damascus,  waiting  for  my 
father's  return  ;  no  passion  disturbed  my 
repose,  and  my  only  employment  was  con- 
versing with  people  of  credit. 

One  day,  as  I  sat  taking  the  cool  air  at 
my  gate,  a  very  handsome  weU-dressetl  lady 
came  to  me,  and  asked  if  I  did  not  sell 
stuffs  ?  She  no  sooner  spoke  the  words  than 
she  went  into  my  house. 

Here    Scheherazade    stopped,    perceiving 


•  A  sherif  is  the  same  with  a  sequin.    This  word 
occtirs  in  our  ancient  aathors. 


day;  but  the  next  night  wcut  on  as  fol- 
lows : — 


The  Hundred  and  Pifty-Ttird  Night. 

Wnzx  I  saw,  said  the  young  man  of  Mous- 
sol, that  the  lady  was  gone  into  the  house, 
I  rose,  and  having  shut  the  gate,  conducted 
her  into  a  hall,  and  prayed  her  to  sit  down. 
"Madam,"  said  I,  '•!  have  had  stufls  that 
are  fit  to  be  shewn  to  you,  but  I  have  them 
not  now  ;  for  which  I  am  very  sorry.  She 
took  ofl'  the  veil  that  covered  her  face,  and 
discoveretl  a  beautiful  person,  which  aflectetl 
me  with  such  emotions  as  I  had  never  felt 
before.  "I  have  no  occasion  for  stuffs," 
said  she ;  "  I  only  come  to  see  you,  and 
pass  the  evening  with  you,  if  you  please ; 
all  I  ask  of  you  is  a  light  collation," 

Transported  with  such  good  luck,  I 
ordered  the  servants  to  bring  us  several 
sorts  of  fruits,  and  some  bottles  of  wine. 
They  served  iis  with  despatch  ;  and  we  ate, 
drank,  and  made  merry  till  midnight.  In 
short,  I  had  not  before  passed  a  night  so 
agreeably  as  this.  Next  morning,  I  "would 
have  put  ten  sherifs  in  the  lady's  hands,  but 
she  drew  back  instantly.  '"I  am  not  come 
to  see  you,"  said  she,  ••  with  an  interested 
design ;  yon  affront  me  :  far  from  receiving 
money  of  you,  I  desire  you  to  take  money 
of  me,  or  else  I  will  see  you  no  more."  In 
speaking  this,  she  put  her  hand  into  her 
purse,  took  out  ten  sherifs,  and  forced  me 
to  take  them,  saying,  "  You  may  expect  me 
three  days  hence  after  sunset,'"  Then  she 
took  leave  of  m?,  and  I  felt  that  when  she 
went  she  carried  my  heart  along  with  her. 

She  did  not  fail  to  return  at  the  apjminted 
hour  three  days  after  :  and  I  tlid  not  fail  to 
receive  her  with  aU  the  joy  of  a  i>erson  who 
waited  impatiently  for  her  arrival.  The 
evening  and  the  night  we  sjient  as  before ; 
and  next  day,  at  parting,  she  promised  to 
return  the  third  day  after.  However,  she 
did  not  go  without  forcing  me  to  take  ten 
sherifs  more. 

She  returned  a  third  time ;  and  at  that 
interview,  when  we  were  both  warm  with 
wine,  she  spoke  thus  :  ' '  My  dear  heart,  what 
do  you  think  of  me  ?  Am  I  not  hamlsome 
and  agreeable?"  "Madam,"  said  I,  "I 
think  this  an  unnecessary  question  :  all  the 
expressions  of  love  which  I  shew  you  ought  to 
perstiade  you  that  I  love  you  ;  I  am  charmetl 
to  see  you  and  jKissess  you.  You  are  my 
queen,  my  sultaness;  in  you  lies  all  the 
felicity  of  my  life."'  "Ah I"  replied  she, 
"I  am  sure  you  would  speak  otherwise  if 
you  saw  a  certain  lady  of  my  acquaintance, 
that  is  younger  and  handsomer  than  me. 
She  is  of  such  a  pleasant  lively  temj>er, 
that  she  woidd  make  the  most  melancholy 
peojile  merry  :  I  must  bring  her  hither ;  I 
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spoke  of  you  to  lior,  aiul  from  the  account  I 
have  given  of  yon,  she  is  ilyiug  with  desire 
to  see  you.  She  eutreateil  uie  to  pi'ocure  her 
that  i)]easure,  hut  I  tlicl  not  dare  to  humour 
lier  -without  speaking  to  you  beforehand. 
"Madam,"  said  1,  "do  what  you  please; 
hut  whatever  you  may  say  of  your  friend,  I 
defy  all  her  charms  to  tear  my  heart  from 
you,  to  whom  it  is  so  iuviolahly  attached 
that  nothing  can  disengage  it."  "  Be  not 
too  positive,"  said  she  ;  "  I  now  tell  you,  I 
am  about  to  put  your  heart  to  a  strange 
trial." 

We  stayed  together  all  night,  and  next 
morning  at  parting,  instead  of  ten  sherifs, 
she  gave  me  lil'teen,  which  I  was  forced  to 
accept.  "  Remember,"  said  she,  "that  in 
two  daj's'  time,  you  are  to  have  a  new 
guest ;  pray  take  care  to  give  her  a  good 
reception  :  we  will  come  at  the  usual  hour, 
after  sunset."  I  took  care  to  have  my  hall 
in  great  order,  and  a  handsome  collation  pre- 
pared against  they  came. 

Here  Scheherazade,  observing  it  was  day, 
stoi)ped  ;  but  the  next  night  blie  went  on  as 
follows  :— 


The  Hundrod  and  Pifty-Pourtli  Night. 

Sir,  the  young  man  of  jNloussol,  n^counting 
the  history  of  his  adventures  to  the  Jewish 
physician,  continu- 
ed thus  :  I  waited, 
said  he  for  the  two 
ladies    with    impa- 
tience,  and  at  last 
they  arrived  at  the 
beginning    of     the 
uight.     They  both 
unveiled    tliem- 
selves,  and  as  I  had 
been  surjirised  with 
the    l)eauty    of  the 
first,    I  had  reason 
to  be  much  more  so 
when     I    saw    her 
friend.    She  had  re- 
gtdar     features,     a 
ccjmplete       jjcrson, 
and  such  sparkling 
eyes,    that  I   could 
hardly    bear    their 
si)len(lour.  I  thank- 
ed her  for  the  hon- 
our she  did  me,  and 
entreated  her  to  ex- 
cuse me  if  I  did  not  give  her  the  reception 
ohe  deserved.     "No  compliments,"  said  she  ; 
"  it  should  be  my  part  to  make  them  to  yon, 
for  allowing  my  friend  to  bring  me  hither. 
lint  since  you  are  pleased  to  sutler  it,  let  us 
lay  aside  all  ceremony,  and  think  only  of 
amusing  ourselves." 

I  had  given  orders,  as  soon  as  the  ladies 


arrived,  to  have  the  collation  served  up,  and 
we  soon  sat  down  to  supper.  I  sat  opposite 
to  the  strange  lady,  and  she  never  ceased 
looking  upon  me  with  a  smile.  I  could  not 
resist  her  conquering  eyes,  and  she  possessed 
herself  so  powerfully  of  my  heart,  that  I 
could  offer  no  opposition.  But  while  she 
inspired  me  with  a  flame,  she  caught  the 
llame  herself  ;  and  so  far  from  shewing  any 
constraint  in  her  carriage,  she  held  to  me 
very  lively  language. 

The  other  lady,  who  observed  us,  did 
nothing  at  first  but  laugh  at  us.  "I  told 
you,"  said  she,  addressing  herself  to  me, 
"  you  woidd  find  my  friend  full  of  charms  ; 
and  I  perceive  you  have  already  violated  the 
oath  you  made  me  of  being  faithful  to  me." 
"Madam,"  said  1,  laughing  as  well  as  she, 
"you  would  have  reason  to  complain  of  mc 
if  I  were  wanting  in  civility  to  a  lady  whom 
you  brought  hither,  and  who  is  a  favourite 
with  you  ;  both  of  you  might  then  iijdjraid 
mc,  for  not  knowing  how  to  do  the  honours 
of  my  house." 

We  continued  to  drink  ;  but  as  the  wine 
warmed  us,  the  strange  lady  and  I  ogled 
one  another  with  so  little  reserve,  that  her 
friend  grew  jealous,  and  cpiickly  gave  us  a 
dismal  jiroof  of  her  jealousy.  She  rose  from 
the  table  and  went  out,  saying  she  would  be 
^\■ith  us  presently  again ;  but  a  few  moments 
after,  the  lady  that  stayed  with  me  changed 
countenance,  fell  in- 
to violent  convul- 
sions, and,  in  short, 
exjjired  in  my  arms, 
while  I  was  calling 
for  assistance  to  re- 
lieve her.  I  went 
out  immediately, 
and  asked  for  the 
other  lady ;  and  my 
people  told  me,  she 
had  opened  the 
street  door  and  was 
gone.  T'hen  1  sus- 
pected, what  was 
but  too  true,  that 
slie  had  been  the 
cause  of  her  friend'.s 
death.  Sheliadtlio 
dexterity  and  the 
malice  to  juit  some 
vci-y  strong  poison 
into  the  last  glass, 
which  she  gave  her 
with  her  own  hand. 
I  was  afHicton  to  the  last  degree  with  the 
accident.  What  shall  1  do  ?  thought  1, 
What  will  become  of  mc  ?  I  considereil 
there  was  no  time  to  lose,  and  it  being  then 
moonlight,  I  made  my  servants  quietly  take 
up  one  of  the  great  jjieces  of  marble  with 
which  the  court  of  my  house  was  ])aved. 
Under  that  I  made  them  presently  dig  a 
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Lole,  and  there  inter  the  coriise  of  the 
young  lady.  After  replacing  the  stone,  I 
put  on  a  travelling  suit,  and  took  what 
money  I  had  ;  and  having  locked  up  every- 
thing, affixed  my  own  seal  on  the  door  of 
my  house.  This  done,  I  went  to  see  the 
jewel  merchant,  my  landlord ;  paid  him 
what  rent  I  owed,  with  a  year's  rent  in 
advance  ;  and,  giving  him  the  key,  prayed 
him  to  keep  it  for  me.  "A  very  urgent 
affair,"  said  I,  "  obliges  me  to  be  absent  for 
some  time  ;  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
going  to  find  out  my  imcles  at  Cairo."  I 
took  my  leave  of  liim,  immediately  mounted 
my  horse,  and  set  off  Avith  my  attendants. 

Day  appearing,  Scheherazade  discontinued 
her  discourse ;  but  resumed  it  next  night  as 
follows  : — 


The  Hundred  aud  Fifty-Fifth  Night. 

I  HAD  a  good  journey,  continued  the  young 
man  of  Moussol,  and  arrived  at  Caii-o  with- 
out any  accident.  There  I  met  ^vith  my 
imcles,  who  were  very  much  surprised  to 
see  me.  To  excuse  myself,  I  pretended  I 
was  tired  of  staying  for  them  ;  and  hearing 
nothing  of  them,  was  so  uneasy,  that  I 
could  not  be  satisfied  without  coming  to 
Cairo.  They  received  me  very  kindly,  and 
promised  my  father  shoidd  not  be  angry 
with  me  for  lea\dng  Damascus  without  his 
permission.  I  lodged  in  the  same  khan 
with  them,  and  saw  all  the  curiosities  of 
Cairo. 

Having  finished  theii-  traffic,  they  began 
to  talk  of  returning  to  IMoussol,  aud  to 
make  preparations  for  their  departure  ;  but 
I,  having  a  mind  to  see  something  in  Egyjjt 
that  I  had  not  yet  seen,  left  my  imcles,  and 
went  to  lodge  in  another  quarter  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  khan,  and  did  not  appear 
any  more  till  they  were  gone.  They  sought 
for  me  all  over  the  city  ;  but  not  finding  me, 
they  supposed  remorse  for  having  come  to 
Egypt  without  my  fathers  consent  had  put 
me  on  returning  to  Damascus,  without  say- 
ing anything  to  them.  80  they  began  then- 
journey,  expecting  to  find  me  at  Damascus, 
and  there  to  take  me  up. 

I  continued  at  Cairo  after  their  departure 
three  years,  more  completely  to  indulge  my 
curiosity  after  all  the  wonders  of  Egyjjt. 
During  that  time,  I  took  care  to  send  money 
to  the  jewel  merchant,  ordering  him  to  keep 
my  house  for  me ;  for  I  designed  to  return 
to  Damascus,  and  stay  there  some  ycarw 
more.  I  had  no  adventure  at  Cairo  worth 
relating ;  but,  doubtless,  you  will  be  very 
much  surprised  at  that  I  met  with  after  my 
return  to  Damascus. 

Arriving  at  this  city,  I  went  to  the  jewel 
merchant's  house,  who  received  me  joyfidly, 
and  would  needs  go  along  with  me  to  my 


house,  to  shew  me  that  nobody  had  entered 
it  while  I  was  absent.  The  seal  was  still 
entire  upon  the  lock  ;  and  when  I  went  in, 
I  found  everything  in  the  same  order  in 
which  I  had  left  it. 

In  sweeping  and  cleaning  out  my  hall 
where  I  had  used  to  eat  with  the  ladies,  one 
of  my  servants  found  a  gold  chain  necklace, 
with  ten  very  large  and  very  perfect  pearls 
placed  upon  it  at  certain  distances.  He 
brought  it  to  me,  and  I  kneM"^  it  to  be  the 
same  I  had  seen  upon  the  lady's  neck  that 
was  poisoned,  and  concluded  it  had  broken 
off  and  fallen,  when  I  did  not  perceive  it. 
I  could  not  look  upon  it  without  shedding 
tears,  when  I  called  to  mind  the  lovely 
creature  I  had  seen  die  in  such  a  shocking 
mamicr.  I  wrapt  it  up,  and  put  it  in  my 
bosom. 

I  passed  some  days  to  recover  from  the 
fatigues  of  my  voyage  ;  after  which,  I  began 
to  visit  my  former  acquaintance.  I  aban- 
doned myself  to  all  manner  of  pleasure,  and 
insensibly  squandered  away  all  my  money. 
Being  thus  reduced,  instead  of  selling  my 
furnitiu-e,  I  resolved  to  part  with  my  neck- 
lace ;  but  I  had  so  little  skill  in  pearls,  that 
I  took  my  measures  very  ill,  as  you  shall 
hear. 

I  went  to  the  bezestein,  where  I  called  a 
crier  aside,  and  shewing  him  the  necklace, 
told  him  I  had  a  mind  to  sell  it,  and  desired 
him  to  shew  it  to  the  i>rincii)al  jewellers. 
The  crier  was  surprised  to  see  such  a  trinket. 
"What  a  pretty  thing  it  is!"  cried  he, 
staring  upon  it  a  long  while  with  admira- 
tion ;  "never  did  om-  merchants  see  any- 
thing so  rich.  I  am  sure  Ishall  oblige  them 
highly  in  shewing  it  to  them  ;  and  you  need 
not  doubt  they  will  set  a  high  price  upon  it, 
in  emidation  of  each  other."  He  carried 
me  to  a  shop,  which  proved  to  be  my  land- 
lord's. "Stay  here,"  said  the  crier;  "I 
will  return  jtresently,  and  bring  you  an 
answer." 

While  he  was  nmniug  about  to  shew  the 
necklace  with  much  caution,  I  sat  with  the 
jeweller,  who  was  glad  to  see  me,  and  we 
conversed  on  diflerent  subjects.  The  crier 
returned,  and  calling  me  aside,  instead  of 
telling  me  the  necklace  was  valued  at  two 
thousand  sherifs,  he  assured  me  nobody 
would  give  me  more  than  fifty.  "The 
reason  is,"  added  he,  "the  pearls  are  false  : 
consider,  see  if  you  will  part  with  it  at  that 
price."  I  took  him  at  his  word ;  and, 
wanting  money,  "Go,"  said  I,  "I  take 
your  word,  and  that  of  those  who  know 
Ijetter  than  myself ;  deliver  it  to  them,  and 
bring  me  the  money  immediately." 

The  crier  had  been  ordered  to  offer  me 
fifty  sherifs  by  one  of  the  richest  jewellers 
in  town,  who  had  only  made  that  offer  to 
sound  me,  and  try  if  I  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  value  of  the  goods  I  exposed  to 
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salo.  He  had  no  sooner  received  my 
answer,  than  he  carried  the  crier  to  the 
judge,  and  shewing  him  the  necklace,  "Sir," 
said  he,  "  hero  is  a  neckhice  that  was  stolen 
from  me,  and  the  thief,  under  the  character 
of  a  merchant,  has  had  the  impudence  to 
offer  it  for  sale,  and  is  at  this  minute  in  the 
bczestein.  He  is  willing  to  take  fifty  sherifs 
f')r  a  necklace  that  is  worth  two  thousand, 
■which  is  a  plain  argument  that  it  is  stolen." 

The  judge  sent  immediately  to  seize  me; 
ajul  when  I  came  before  him,  he  asked  me 
il  the  necklace  he  had  in  his  hand  was  not 
the  same  that  I  had  exposed  to  sale  in  the 
lezestein.  I  told  him  it  was.  "Is  it  true," 
said  he,  "that  you  are  willing  to  deliver  it 
for  fifty  sherifs  ? "  1  answered  I  was. 
' '  Well, "  said  he,  in  a  scoffing  way  to  me, 
"give  him  the  bastinado;  he  will  quickly 
tell  us,  with  all  his  fine  merchant's  clothes, 
that  he  is  only  a  downright  thief  ;  let  him 
be  beat  till  he  confesses."  The  violence  of 
the  blows  made  me  tell  a  lie  :  I  confessed, 
though  it  was  not  true,  that  I  had  stolen 
the  necklace;  and  presently  the  judge 
ordered  my  hand  to  be  cut  off. 

This  made  a  gi-eat  noise  in  the  bezestein  ; 
and  I  was  scarce  returned  to  my  house 
when  my  landlord  came.  "My  son,"  said 
he,  "  yoii  seem  to  be  a  yoimg  man  well 
educated,  and  of  good  sense ;  how  is  it 
possiljle  you  could  be  guilty  of  such  an  un- 
W(n-thy  action  as  that  I  hear  talk  of  ?  You 
gave  me  an  account  of  your  property  your- 
self, and  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  account  is 
just.  Why  did  not  you  ask  money  of  me, 
and  I  would  have  lent  it  you  ?  However, 
after  what  has  happened,  I  cannot  allow 
you  to  lodge  longer  in  my  house  ;  you  must 
go  and  seek  for  other  lodgings."  I  was 
extremely  troubled  at  this ;  and  entreated 
the  jeweller,  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  to  let 
me  stay  three  days  longer  in  his  house, 
which  he  granted. 

Alas !  said  I  to  myself,  this  misfortune 
and  affront  is  imsufferable  :  how  shall  I  dare 
to  return  to  Moussol  ?  Nothing  I  can  say 
to  my  father  will  persuade  him  that  I  am 
innocent. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  stopt  here  ; 
but  contiimed  her  story  next  day  as 
follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Fifty-Sixth  Night. 

Three  hours  after  this  fatal  accident  my 
house  was  assaiiltcd  by  the  judge's  officers, 
accompanied  with  my  landlord,  and  the 
merchant  that  had  falsely  accused  me  of 
having  stolen  the  necldace.  T  asked  them 
what  brought  them  there.  But  instead  of 
giving  me  any  answer,  they  bound  and 
gagged  me,  calling  me  a  thousand  rogue.s, 
and  telling  me  the  necklace  belonged  to  the 


governor  of  Damascus,  who  had  lost  it  above 
three  years  ago,  and  that  one  of  his 
daughters  had  not  been  heard  of  since  that 
time.  Judge  my  sensations  when  I  heard 
this  news.  However,  I  summoned  all  my 
resolution  :  I  will  tell,  thought  I,  I.  will  tell 
the  governor  the  truth  ;  and  so  it  will  rest 
with  him  either  to  put  me  to  death,  or  to 
pai'don  me. 

When  I  was  brought  before  him,  I  ob- 
served he  looked  iipon  me  with  an  eye  of 
compassion,  from  whence  I  augured  well. 
He  ordered  me  to  be  untied ;  and,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  jeweller  who  accused  me, 
and  to  my  landlord,  "Is  this  the  man," 
said  he,  ' '  that  sold  the  pearl  necklace  V  " 
They  had  no  sooner  answered  "yes,"  than 
he  said,  "I  am  sure  he  did  not  steal  the 
necklace,  and  I  am  much  astonished  at  the 
injustice  that  has  been  done  him."  These 
words  giving  me  courage,  "  Sir,"  said  I,  "I 
do  assure  yoii  I  am  perfectly  innocent.  1 
am  likewise  fully  persuaded  the  necklace 
never  did  belong  to  my  accuser,  whom  I 
never  saw,  and  whose  horrible  perfidy  is 
the  cause  of  my  unjust  treatment.  It  is 
true,  I  made  a  confession  as  if  I  had  stolen 
it ;  but  this  I  did  contrary  to  my  conscience, 
through  the  force  of  torture,  and  for  another 
reason,  that  I  am  ready  to  tell  you,  if  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  hear  me."  "I  know 
enough  of  it  already,"  replied  the  governor, 
"to  do  you  one  part  of  the  justice  that  is 
due  to  yoii.  Take  from  hence,"  continued 
he,  "  take  the  false  accuser  ;  let  him  under- 
go the  same  punishment  he  caused  to  be 
inflicted  on  this  young  man,  whose  innocence 
is  known  to  me." 

The  governor's  orders  were  immediately 
put  in  execution  ;  the  jeweller  was  punished 
as  he  deserved.  Then  the  governor,  having 
ordered  all  the  company  to  withdraw,  said 
to  me,  "My  son,  tell  me  without  fear  how 
this  necklace  fell  into  your  hands — conceal 
nothing  from  me."  Then  I  told  him  i>lainly 
all  that  had  passed,  and  declared  I  had 
chosen  rather  to  pass  for  a  thief  than  to  re- 
Teal  that  tragical  adventure.  "  Good  God !  " 
said  the  governor,  "thy  judgments  are  hi- 
comprehensible,  and  we  ought  to  submit  to 
them  without  murmuring.  I  receive,  with 
an  entire  submission,  the  stroke  thou  hast 
been  pleased  to  inflict  iipon  me."  Then, 
directing  his  discourse  to  me,  "My  son," 
said  he,  "having  now  heard  the  cause  of 
your  disgrace,  for  which  I  am  very  much 
concerned,  I  will  give  you  an  account  of  the 
disgrace  that  befell  me.  Know,  then,  that 
I  am  the  father  of  these  two  young  ladies 
you  were  speaking  of  but  now. 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  the  appearance 
of  day,  stopt  liere,  but  went  on  next  night 
in  the  following  manner  : — 
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The  Hundred  and  Pifty-Seventli  Night. 

Sir,  said  she,  the  discourse  tliat  the  gover- 
nor of  Damascus  addressed  to  tlie  young 
man  of  Moussol  Wcas  this:  "My  son,"  said 
the  governor,  "you  are  to  know,  that  the 
first  lady,  who  had  the  impudence  to  come 
to  your  house,  was  my  eklest  daughter.  I 
had  given  her  in  marriage,  at  Cairo,  to  one 
of  her  cousins,  my  brother's  son.  Her  hus- 
Ijand  died  and  she  returned  home,  corrupted 
with  all  manner  of  wickedness,  which  she 
liad  learned  in  Egypt.  Before  T  took  her 
home,  her  youngest  sister,  who  died  in  that 
deplorable  manner  in  your  arms,  was  a  very 
prudent  young  woman,  and  had  never  given 
me  any  occasion  to  comi)laiu  of  her  conduct. 
But  after  that  the  eldest  sister  grew  very 
intimate  with  her,  and  insensibly  made  her 
as  wicked  as  herself. 

'  •  The  day  after  the  death  of  the  youngest, 
not  finding  her  at  table,  I  asked  her  eldest 
sister  what  was  become  of  her;  but  she, 
instead  of  answering,  fell  to  crying  bitterly, 
from  whence  I  formed  a  fatal  presage.  I 
pressed  her  to  inform  me  of  what  I  asked 
her.  'Father,'  said  she,  sobbing,  'I  can 
tell  you  no  more  than  that  my  sister  put  on 
her  best  clothes  yesterday,  and  her  fine  pearl 
necklace,  and  went  out,  and  has  not  been 
heard  of  since.'  I  made  search  for  my 
daughter  all  over  the  town,  but  could  learn 
nothing  of  her  imhapjiy  fate.  In  the  mean 
time  the  eldest,  who  doubtless  reiiented  of 
her  jealous  fury,  took  on  very  much,  and 
incessantly  bewailed  the  death  of  her  sister  ; 
she  denied  herself  all  manner  of  food,  and  so 
put  an  end  to  her  deplorable  days. 

"Such,"  continued  the  governor,  "such  is 
the  condition  of  mankind  ! — such  are  the  un- 
lucky accidents  to  which  they  are  exposed ! 
However,  my  son,"  added  he,  "since  we  are 
both  of  us  equally  unfortunate,  let  lis  unite 
our  sorrow,  and  not  abandon  one  another. 
I  give  you  in  marriage  a  third  daughter  I 
have  still  left ;  she  is  younger  than  her  sis- 
ters, and  in  no  respect  imitates  their  con- 
duct ;  besides,  she  is  handsomer  than  they 
■were,  and  I  assure  you  is  of  a  disposition 
calculated  to  make  you  happy.  You  shall 
have  no  other  house  but  mine  ;  and  after 
my  death  you  and  she  shall  be  heirs  to  all 
my  property." 

"Sir,"  said  I,  "I  am  ashamed  of  all  your 
favours,  and  shall  never  be  able  to  make  a 
suihcient  acknowledgment."  "Enough," 
said  he,  interrujiting  me  ;  "let  us  not  waste 
time  in  idle  words."  This  said,  he  called 
for  witnesses,  ordered  the  contract  of  mar- 
riage to  be  drawn,  and  I  married  his  daugh- 
ter without  further  ceremony. 

He  was  not  satisfied  with  punishing  the 
jeweller  who  had  falsely  accused  me,  but 
confiscated   for   my   use   all   his   property, 


which  was  very  considerable.  As  for  the 
rest,  since  you  have  been  called  to  the  go- 
vernor's house,  you  may  have  seen  what  re- 
spect they  pay  me  there.  I  must  tell  you 
further,  that  a  man  who  has  been  sent  by 
my  uncles  to  Egypt,  on  imrpose  to  inquire 
for  me  there,  passing  through  this  citr, 
found  me  out,  and  came  last  night  and  de- 
livered me  a  letter  from  them.  They  inform 
me  of  my  father's  death,  and  invite  me  to 
come  and  take  possession  of  his  estate  at 
Moussol ;  but  as  the  alliance  and  friendship 
of  the  governor  have  fixed  me  with  him,  awl 
will  not  suffer  me  to  leave  him,  I  have  sent 
back  the  express,  with  a  power  which  will 
secure  to  me  my  property.  After  what  you 
have  heard,  I  hope  yon  will  pardon  my 
incivility  during  the  course  of  my  illness, 
in  giving  you  my  left  instead  of  my  right 
hand. 

This,  said  the  Jewish  physician,  this 
is  the  story  I  heard  from  the  young  man  of 
Moussol.  I  continued  at  Damascus  as  long 
as  the  governor  lived  :  after  his  death,  being 
in  the  llower  of  my  age,  I  had  the  curiosity 
to  travel.  Accordingly  I  went  through 
Persia  to  the  Indies,  and  came  at  last  to  set- 
tle in  this  your  capital,  where  I  practise 
physic  with  reputation. 

The  sultan  of  Casgar  was  well  jilcased 
with  this  last  story.  I  must  say,  said  he  to 
the  Jew,  the  story  you  have  told  me  is  very 
singular  ;  but  I  declare  freely,  that  of  the 
little  hump-back  is  yet  more  extraordinary, 
and  much  more  comical ;  so  you  are  not  to 
expect  that  I  wiU  give  you  your  life  any 
more  than  the  rest.  I  will  hang  you  aU 
four.  "Pray,  sir,  stay  a  minute,"  said  the 
tailor,  advancing  forwards,  and  pi-ostrating 
himself  at  the  sultan's  feet ;  "  since  your 
majesty  loves  pleasant  stories,  I  have  one  to 
tell  you  that  will  not  displease  you." 
"  ^Yell,  I  will  hear  thee  too,"  said  the  sultan  ; 
"but  do  not  fiatter  thyself  that  I  will  suffer 
thee  to  live,  unless  thou  tellest  me  some  ad- 
venture that  is  yet  more  diverting  than  that 
of  the  humi)-backed  man."  Upon  this  the 
tailor,  as  if  he  had  been  sure  of  his  scheme, 
spoke  boldly  to  the  following  purpose  : — 

THE  STOKY  TOLI)  EY  TUE  TAILOK. 

A  CITIZEN  of  this  city  did  me  the  honour, 
two  days  ago,  to  invite  me  to  a  treat  which 
he  was  to  give  to  his  friends  yesterday 
morning.  Accordingly  I  went  early,  and 
fomid  there  about  twenty  persons. 

The  master  of  the  house  was  gone  out 
upon  some  business,  but  in  a  very  little  time 
he  came  home,  and  brought  with  him  a 
yoiuig  man,  a  stranger,  very  well  dressed, 
and  very  handsome,  but  lame.  When  he 
came  in,  we  all  rose  up,  and,  out  of  resi:)ect 
to  the  master  of  the  house,  invited  the 
young  m;m  to  sit  down  with  us  upon  the 
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T.i>i.\..  He  ■\\'as  going  to  do  so,  but  all  on  a 
siuldcMi,  spying  a  barlxn'  in  our  company,  he 
ilew  l)ackwards,  and  made  towards  the  door. 
'Die  master  of  the  house,  surjjrised  at  his  be- 
haviour, stopped  him.  "Where  are  you 
going  ?  "  said  he.  "  I  bring  you  along  with 
nie  to  d<i  me  the  honour  of  being  my  guest 
among  the  rest  of  my  friends,  and  you  are 
no  sooner  got  into  my  house,  but  you  are 
for  running  away  again."  "Sir,"  said  the 
young  man,  "  for  God's  sake  do  not  stop  me 
— let  me  go  :  I  cannot  without  horror  look 
upon  that  abominable  barber,  who,  though 
he  was  born  in  a  country  where  all  the  na- 
tives are  white,  resembles  an  Ethiopian,  and 
liis  soul  is  yet  blacker  and  more  horrible  than 
his  face." 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  said  no  more 
for  that  night;  but  next  day  went  on  as 
foUov.s  :— 
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A\'e  were  all  surprised  to  hear  the  young 
man  speak  so,  continued  the  tailor;  and  we 
began  to  have  a  very  bad  opinion  of  the 
barl:)er,  without  knowing  what  ground  the 
young  man  had  fur  what  he  said.  Nay,  we 
]irotested  we  would  not  sufl'er  any  one  to 
i-emain  in  our  company  who  bore  so  horrid 
a  character.  The  master  of  the  house  en- 
treated the  stranger  to  tell  us  what  reason 
he  had  for  hating  the  barber.  "  Gentlemen," 
said  the  young  man,  "you  must  know  this 
ciu-sed  barber  is  the  cause  of  my  being  lame, 
and  falling  under  the 
cruellest   accident    that  ,  , 

any    one    can    imagine.  ^  , 

Fur  this  reason  I  have 
sworn  to  avoid  all  the 
jjlaces  where  he  is,  and 
even  not  to  stay  in  the 
cities  Avhere  he  dwells. 
It  was  for  this  reason 
that  I  left  Bagdad, 
where  he  then  was,  and 
travelled  so  far  to  settle 
in  this  citj\  in  the  heart 
of  Grcf.t  Tartary,  a  place 
where  I  llattered  myself 
I  should  never  see  him  ; 
and  now,  after  all,  cou- 
traiy  to  my  expectation, 
I  find  him  here.  This 
obliges  me,  gentlemen, 
against  my  will,  to  de- 
prive myself  of  the  lion-  '  ^^<— ^ 
our  of  being  merry  Avith 
you.  This  \ery  day  I  take  leave  of  your 
town,  and  will  go,  if  I  can,  to  hide  my  head 
whci-c  he  shall  not  come."  This  said,  he 
would  have  left  us,  but  the  master  of  the 
house  kept  him,  and  entreated  him  to 
stay,    and  tell    us  the    cause   uf    his    aver- 


sion for  the  barber,  who  all  this  while 
looked  down,  and  said  not  a  word.  We 
joined  with  the  master  of  the  house  in 
requesting  him  to  stay;  and,  at  last,  the 
young  nuin,  yielding  to  our  importunities, 
sat  down  upon  the  sofa  ;  and,  after  tiu'iiing 
his  back  to  the  barber,  that  he  might  not  see 
him,  gave  iis  the  following  account : — 

My  father's  quality  might  have  entitled 
hnu  to  the  highest  posts  in  the  city  of  Bag- 
dad ;  but  he  always  preferred  a  quiet  life  to 
all  the  honours  he  might  deserve.  I  was 
his  i>nly  child,  and  when  he  died  I  was 
already  educated,  and  of  age  to  dispose  of 
the  jdentiful  fortune  he  had  left  me  ;  which 
I  did  not  squander  away  foolishly,  but 
applied  it  to  such  uses  that  everybody  re- 
spected me. 

I  had  not  been  yet  disturbed  with  any 
passion  :  I  was  so  far  from  being  sensible  of 
love,  that  I  acknowledge,  perhaps  to  my 
shame,  that  I  cautiously  avoided  the  conver- 
sation of  women.  One  day,  walking  in  the 
streets,  I  saw  a  great  company  of  ladies  be- 
fore me  ;  and  that  I  might  not  meet  them, 
I  tiu-ned  down  a  narrow  lane  just  by,  and 
sat  down  iipon  a  bench  by  a  door.  1  sat 
over  against  a  window  where  there  stood  a 
pot  with  very  pretty  Howers ;  and  I  had  my 
eyes  fixed  upon  it,  Avhen  on  a  sudden  the 
window  opened,  and  a  young  lady  appeared, 
whose  beauty  struck  me.  Immediately  she 
cast  her  eyes  upon  me  ;  and  in  watering  the 
ilower-pot  v.'ith  a  hand  whiter  than  alabas- 
ter, looked  upon  me  with  a  smile  that  in- 
spired me  with  as  much  love  for  her,  as  I 
had  formerly  aversion 
for  all  women.  After 
having  watered  her  flow- 
ers, and  darted  upon  me 
a  glance  full  of  charms 
that  i)ierced  my  heart, 
she  shut  the  window 
again,  and  left  me  in  in- 
conceivable perplexity  ; 
from  which  1  should  not 
have  recovered,  if  a  noise 
in  the  street  had  not 
brought  rne  to  myself. 
I  lifted  up  my  head, 
and  turning,  saw  the 
first  cadi  of  the  city, 
mounted  on  a  mule,  and 
attended  by  five  or  six 
servants  :  he  alighted  at 
the  door  of  the  house 
where  the  young  lady 
had  opened  the  win- 
dow, and  Avent  in  ;  from 
whence  I  concluded  he  was  the  young  lady's 
father. 

T  went  home  in  a  different  state  of  mind, 
tossed  with  a  passion  the  more  violent,  as  1 
had  never  felt  its  assaxdts  before  :  I  went  to 
bed   in   a  violent  fever,   at  which  all  the 
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family  was  mucli  concerned.  My  relations, 
who  bad  a  great  affection  for  me,  were  so 
alai-med  with  the  sudden  disorder,  that  they 
importuned  me  to  tell  the  cause ;  which  I 
took  care  not  to  discover.  My  silence 
created  an  uneasiness  that  the  physicians 
could  not  dispel,  because  they  knew  nothing 
of  my  distemper,  and  by  their  medicines 
they  rather  inflamed  than  checked  it. 

iSIy  relations  began  to  despair  of  my  life, 
when  an  old  lady  of  our  acquaintance,  hear- 
ing I  was  ill,  came  to  see  me.  She  con- 
sidered me  with  great  attention,  and  after 
having  examined  me,  penetrated,  I  know 
not  how,  into  the  real  cause  of  my  illness. 
She  took  my  relations  aside,  and  desired  all 
my  people  v/ould  retire  out  of  the  room,  and 
leave  her  alone  with  me. 

When  the  room  was  clear,  she  sat  down 
on  the  side  of  my  bed.  "My  son,"  said 
she,  "you  have  obstinately  concealed  the 
cause  of  your  illness  ;  but  you  have  no 
occasion  to  reveal  it  to  me.  I  have  experi- 
ence enough  to  penetrate  into  a  secret ;  you 
will  not  deny  it,  when  T  tell  you  it  is  love 
that  makes  you  sick.  I  can  lind  a  way  to 
cure  you,  if  you  will  but  let  me  know  who 
that  hajipy  lady  is  that  could  move  a  heart 
so  insensible  as  your's ;  for  you  have  the 
character  of  a  woman-hater,  and  I  was  not 
the  last  that  perceived  that  such  was  your 
disposition  ;  but  what  I  foresaw  has  come  to 
pass,  and  T  am  now  glad  of  the  oi^portunity 
to  employ  my  talents  in  relieving  your  pain." 

Sir,  said  Scheherazade,  I  perceive  it  is 
day  :  Schahriar  rose  presently,  full  of  impa- 
tience to  know  the  sequel  of  a  story  which 
he  had  heard  the  beginning  of. 
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Sir,  said  Scheherazade,  the  lame  young  man 
pursued  his  story  thus  :  The  old  lady,  said 
he,  having  talked  to  me  thus,  paused,  ex- 
pecting my  answer ;  but  though  what  she 
had  said  had  made  a  strong  impression  upon 
me,  I  durst  not  lay  open  to  her  the  bottom 
of  my  heart :  I  only  turned  to  her,  and 
fetched  a  deep  sigh,  withoiit  saying  any- 
thing. "Is  it  bashf idness, "  said  she,  "that 
keeps  you  from  speaking  ?  or  is  it  want  of 
conlidence  in  me  ?  Do  you  doubt  the  effect 
of  my  promise  ?  I  could  mention  to  you  a 
iiimiber  of  young  men  of  your  acquaint- 
ance that  have  been  in  the  same  condi- 
tion with  you,  and  have  received  relief 
from  me." 

The  good  lady  told  me  so  many  more  cir- 
cumstances, that  I  broke  silence,  declared 
to  her  my  complaint,  pointed  out  to  her  the 
place  where  I  had  seen  the  object  which 
occasioned  it,  and  unravelled  all  the  circum- 
stances of  my  adventure.     "  If  you  succeed," 


said  I,  "and  procure  me  the  happiness  of 
seeing  that  charming  beaut}',  and  revealing 
to  her  the  passion  with  which  I  burn  for 
her,  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  will  be  grate- 
fid."  "IMy  sou,"  said  the  old  woman,  "I 
know  the  lady  you  speak  of  ;  she  is,  as  you 
rightly  judge,  the  daughter  of  the  first  cadi 
of  this  city.  I  am  not  surprised  that  you 
arc  in  love  with  her  :  she  is  the  handsomest 
and  most  lovely  lady  in  Bagdad;  but  what 
I  most  hesitate  about  is,  that  she  is  very 
proud,  and  of  difficult  •  access.  Yoii  know 
how  strict  our  judges  are  in  enjoining  the 
punctual  observance  of  the  severe  laws  that 
confine  women  in  such  a  strict  constraint ; 
and  they  are  yet  more  strict  in  the  observa- 
tion of  them  in  theii-  own  families  :  the  cadi 
you  saw  is  more  rigid  in  that  point  than  all 
the  other  magistrates  together.  They  are 
always  preaching  to  their  daughters  what  a 
heinous  crime  it  is  to  shew  themselves  to 
men ;  and  the  girls  themselves  are  so  pre- 
possessed with  the  notion,  that  they  make 
no  other  use  of  their  own  eyes  but  to  con- 
duct them  along  the  street,  when  necessity 
obliges  them  to  go  abroad.  I  do  not  say 
absolutely  that  the  first  cadi's  daughter  is 
of  that  humour  ;  but  that  does  not  hinder 
my  fearing  to  meet  with  as  great  obstacles 
on  her  side  as  on  her  father's.  Would  to 
God  you  had  loved  any  other  !  then  I  should 
not  have  had  so  many  difficulties  to  siir- 
momit.  However,  I  shall  employ  all  my 
wits  to  compass  the  matter  ;  but  it  requires 
time.  In  the  meantime  take  courage,  and 
trust  in  me." 

The  old  woman  took  leave  of  me  ;  and  as 
I  Aveighcd  within  myself  all  the  obstacles 
she  had  been  talking  of,  the  fear  of  her  not 
succeeding  in  her  iindertaking  inflamed  my 
disorder.  Next  day  she  came  again,  and  I 
read  in  her  countenance  that  she  had  no 
favourable  news  to  imj)art.  She  sjiokc 
thus  :  ' '  !My  son,  I  was  not  mistaken  ;  I 
have  somewhat  else  to  conquer  besides  the 
vigilance  of  a  father  :  you  love  an  insensible 
object,  who  takes  pleasui-e  in  making  every 
one  burn  with  love  who  suffer  themselves  to 
bo  charmed  by  her ;  but  she  AvUl  not  deign 
them  the  least  comfort.  She  heard  me  with 
pleasure,  when  I  spoke  of  nothing  but  the 
torment  she  made  you  undergo  ;  but  I  no 
sooner  opened  my  month  to  engage  her  to 
allow  you  to  see  her,  and  converse  with  her, 
but  casting  at  me  a  terrible  look,  '  You  arc 
very  bold, '  said  she,  '  to  make  such  a  pro- 
posal to  me ;  I  charge  you  never  to  see  me 
again  with  such  language.'  " 

"Do  not  let  this  cast  you  down,"  con- 
tinued she  ;  "I  am  not  easily  disheartened  ; 
and  if  your  jiatience  docs  but  hold  out,  I  am 
hopeful  I  shall  compass  my  end."  To 
shorten  my  story,  said  the  young  man, 
this  good  go-between  made  several  fruit- 
less  attacks   in   my   behalf   on   the   proud 
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enemy  of  uiy  rest.  The  vexation  I  suffered 
infhimeil  my  distemper  to  that  degree,  that 
my  physicians  gave  me  over.  I  was  con- 
sidered as  a  dead  man,  when  the  old  woman 
came  to  recall  me  to  life. 

That  nobody  might  hear  what  was  said, 
she  whispered  in  my  ear, — "  llememher  the 
l)resent  you  owe  for  the  good  news  I  bring 
you."  These  words  produced  a  mai'vcllous 
efiect ;  I  raised  myself  up  in  the  bed,  and 
with  transport  made  answer,  "You  shall 
not  go  without  a  i)rcsent ;  Ijut  what  is  the 
news  you  bring  me?"  "Dear  sir,"  said 
she,  "you  shall  not  die;  I  shall  speedily 
have  the  pleasure  to  see  you  in  i)erfect 
health,  and  very  well  satislied  with  me. 
Yesterday,  being  Monday,  I  went  to  see  the 
lady  you  love,  and  found  her  in  a  very  good 
humour.  As  soon  as  I  came  in,  1  put  on 
a  sad  coixntenancc,  and  fetched  many  deep 
sighs,  and  began  to  squeeze  out  some  tears. 
'My  good  mother,'  said  she,  'what  is  the 
matter  with  you  ?  why  are  you  so  cast 
do^m?'  'Airs,  my  dear  and  honourable 
lady,'  said  I,  *I  have  been  just  now  with 
the  young  gentleman  I  spoke  to  you  of  the 
other  day ;  his  business  is  done ;  he  is 
giving  up  his  life  for  love  of  you  ;  it  is  a 
jiity,  I  assure  you,  and  you  have  been  very 
cruel.'  'I  am  at  a  loss  to  know,'  replied 
she,  '  how  you  mean  me  to  be  the  cause  of 
his  death.  How  can  I  have  contributed  to 
it?'  'How,'  replied  I,  'did  not  you  tell 
mc  the  other  day,  that  he  sat  down  before 
your  window,  when  you  opened  it  to  water 
your  flower-pot  ?  He  then  saw  that  prodigy 
of  beauty,  those  charms  that  your  mirror 
rei^resents  to  you  every  day.  From  that 
moment  he  languishes,  and  his  disorder  is 
risen  to  that  height,  that  he  is  reduced  to 
the  deplorable  condition  I  have  mentioned.'  " 

At  this  period,  Schehei-azade  seeing  day, 
discontinued  the  story  till  next  night,  when 
she  resumed  it  as  follows  : — 
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Sir,  the  old  lady  continued  her  account  of 
the  interview  she  had  with  the  cadi's 
daughter.  '"You  remember  well,'"  added  I, 
"'how  rigorously  you  treated  me  the  last 
time  I  was  here,  when  I  was  offering  to 
speak  to  you  of  his  illness,  and  to  propose  a 
means  to  rescue  him  from  the  danger  he  was 
in  :  when  I  took  leave  of  you,  I  went 
straight  to  his  house,  and  he  knew  no  sooner 
by  my  countenance  that  I  had  brought  no 
favourable  answer,  than  his  distemper  in- 
creased. From  that  time,  madam,  he  has 
been  ready  to  die,  and  T  do  not  know 
whether  you  can  save  his  life  now,  though 
you  shoidd  take  i)ity  on  him.'  This  is  just 
what  I  said  to  her,"  continued  the  old 
woman.      "  The  fear  of  your  death  alarmed 


her,  and  I  saw  her  face  change  colour. 
'  Is  what  you  say  true  ? '  said  she.  '  Has 
he  actually  no  other  disorder  but  what  was 
occasioned  by  the  love  of  me?'  'Ah! 
madam,'  said  I,  'it  is  too  true:  would  to 
God  it  were  false!'  'Do  you  believe,' 
said  she,  'that  the  hopes  of  seeing  me 
would  at  all  contribute  to  rescue  him  from 
the  danger  he  is  in?'  'Perhaps  it  may,' 
said  I ;  '  and  if  you  will  give  me  orders,  I 
will  try  the  remedy.'  'Well,'  said  she, 
sighing,  'give  him  hopes  of  seeing  me,  but 
he  must  pretend  to  no  other  favour  from 
me,  unless  he  aspires  to  marry  me,  and  my 
father  gives  his  consent  to  it.'  'Madam,' 
rejilied  I,  '  your  goodness  overcomes  me  :  I 
will  go  and  seek  the  young  gentleman,  and 
tell  him  he  is  to  have  the  pleasure  of  an 
interview  with  you.'  '  The  properest  time 
I  can  think  of, '  said  she,  '  for  granting  him 
that  favour,  is  next  Friday,  at  the  time  of 
noon  prayers.  Let  him  take  care  to  observe 
when  my  father  goes  out,  and  then  come 
and  plant  himself  over  against  the  house,  if 
his  health  permits  him  to  come  abroad. 
When  he  comes,  I  shall  see  him  through  my 
Vifindow,  and  shall  come  dov/n  and  open  the 
door  to  him ;  we  shall  then  converse  to- 
gether during  prayer-time,  and  he  must  be 
gone  before  my  father  returns.' 

"It  is  now  Tuesday,"  continued  the  old 
lady;  "you  have  from  this  time  to  Friday 
to  recover  your  strength,  and  make  the 
necessary  dispositions  for  the  interview." 
While  the  good  old  lady  was  speaking,  I 
felt  my  illness  decrease  ;  or  rather,  by  the 
time  she  had  done,  I  found  myself  perfectly 
weU.  "Here,  take  this,"  said  I,  reaching 
out  to  her  my  purse,  which  was  full ;  "  it  is 
to  you  alone  that  I  owe  my  cure.  I  reckon 
this  money  better  employed  than  all  that  I 
gave  to  the  physicians,  who  have  only  tor- 
mented me  during  the  whole  course  of  my 
illness." 

When  the  old  lady  was  gone,  I  foimd  I  had 
strength  enough  to  get  up  ;  and  my  relations 
lindiug  me  so  well,  complimented  me  iipon 
it,  and  went  home. 

Friday  morning  the  old  woman  came, 
just  when  I  was  dressing  myself,  and  choos- 
ing out  the  finest  clothes  in  my  wardrobe, 
"I  do  not  ask  you,"  said  she,  "  how  you 
do  :  wdiat  j'ou  are  about  is  intimation 
enough  of  yoiu-  health  :  but  will  not  you 
bathe  before  you  go  to  the  first  cadi's 
house?"  "That  will  take  up  too  much 
time,"  said  I ;  "I  wiU  content  myseK  with 
sending  for  a  barber  to  shave  my  head  and 
beard."  Immediately  I  ordered  one  of  my 
slaves  to  call  a  barber  that  could  do  his 
business  cleverly  and  expeditiously. 

The  slave  brought  mc  this  wretch  yoii  see 
here ;  who  came,  and  after  saluting  me, 
"  Sir,"  said  he,  "you  look  as  if  you  were 
not  well."     I  told  him  I  was  just  recovered 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


from  a  fit  of  sickness.  "I  wish,"  said  lie, 
"God  rnay  deliver  you  from  all  mischance  ; 
may  his  grace  always  go  along  with  you." 
"  I  hope,"  said  I,  "he  will  grant  your  wish, 
for  which  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you." 
"Since  j'ou  are  recovering  of  a  fit  of  sick- 
ness," said  he,  "I  pray  God  preserve  your 
health  ;  but  now  pray  let  me  know  what  I 
am  to  do ;  I  have  brought  my  razors  and 
my  lancets ;  do  yoii  desire  to  be  shaved  or 
to  be  bled?"  I  replied,  "I  am  just  re- 
covered of  a  fit  of  sickness,  I  told  you,  and 
so  you  may  readily  judge  I  only  want  to  be 
shaved.  Come,  make  haste,  do  not  lose 
time  in  prattling  ;  for  I  am  in  haste,  and 
precisely  at  noon  T  am  to  be  at  a  place." 

Here  the  approach  of  day  interrupted 
Scheherazade ;  but  next  night  she  pursued 
her  story  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Sixty-First  Night. 

The  barber,  continued  the  lame  young 
man,  spent  much  time  in  opening  his  case, 
and  preparing  his  razors  :  instead  of  jiutting 
water  into  the  basin,  he  took  a  very  hand- 
some astrolabe  out  of  his  case,  and  went 
very  gravely  out  of  my  room  to  the  middle 
of  the  yard,  to  take  the  height  of  the  sun  : 
then  he  returned  with  the  same  grave  pace, 
and  entering  my  room,  "Sir,"  said  he,  "you 
will  be  ideased  to  know  this  day  is  Fridaj% 
the  ISth  of  the  moon  Safar,  in  the  year 
C53*  from  the  retreat  of  our  great  prophet 
from  Mecca  to  Medina,  and  in  the  year 
7^20 1  of  the  opocha  of  the  great  Iskender 
with  two  hoi-ns  :  and  that  the  conjunction 
of  Mars  and  ^lercury  signifies  you  cannot 
choose  a  better  time  than  this  s-ery  day  and 
hour  for  being  shaved.  But  on  the  other 
hand  the  same  conjunction  is  a  bad  presage 
to  you.  I  learn  from  thence,  that  this  day 
you  run  a  great  risk,  not  indeed  of  losing 
your  life,  but  of  an  inconvenience  which  will 
attend  you  while  you  live.  You  are  obliged 
to  me  for  the  advice  I  now  give  you,  to  take 
care  to  avoid  it ;  I  should  be  sorry  if  it  befell 
you." 

You  may  guess,  gentlemen,  how  vexed 
T  was  at  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  such 
a  jirattling,  im])ertincnt  barber  ;  what  an 
iiuseasonable  adventure  it  was  for  a  lover 
preparing   for   an  interview  !     I   was  quite 


*  This  yc.ir  0')3  is  one  of  the  llcgira,  the  common 
epocha  of  the  Sloliammedans,  and  answers  to  the  year 
1255  from  the  nativity  of  Christ ;  from  whence  we  may 
conjecture  that  these  computations  were  made  in  Arabia 
about  tliat  time. 

t  As  for  the  year  7320,  the  author  is  mi.staken  in  that 
computation.  The  year  65.3  of  the  Ilefrira,  and  the  Vlba 
of  Christ,  coinc!(]p  onlv  with  the  1557  of  the  era  or 
cpochaof  the  s.!-^;'--'!.  '■.  v-!:;i-l)  N  tli'  -iinr- witli  th.at  of 
Alexander  tlif  I  i'  ■  in  .,,'!,,[  !  ],  i  .1  i  v.ithtwo 
horns,  acconlin/     -i   t:  |i.      :,  i,   ,,:    Mi      \i:iMans. 

This  name  lie  l^-  ir^m  in-  i,i:  i,.  r  .Ininl-r  Anjiiinn,  in 
memory  of  wliom  Im  i^  rfjiix-suuieu  fcuuict;mcs  with  the 
horns  of  a  ram  ou  his  head. 


angry.  "I  care  not,"  said  I,  in  anger,  "for 
your  advice  and  predictions ;  I  did  not  call 
you  to  consult  your  astrology ;  you  came 
hither  to  shave  me  ;  shave  me,  or  begone. 
I  will  call  another  barbei-."  "  Sir,"  said  he, 
with  a  phlegm  that  put  mo  out  of  all  pa- 
tience, "  what  reason  have  you  to  be  angry 
with  me?  You  do  not  know  that  all  bar- 
hevfi  ;-.i-c  not  like  me ;  and  that  you  would 
scarce  find  such  another,  if  you  made  it 
your  business  to  search.  You  only  sent  for 
a  barber;  but  here,  in  my  person,  you 
have  the  best  barber  in  Bagdad,  an  experi- 
enced physician,  a  very  i>rofound  ehymist, 
an  infallible  astrologer,  a  finished  gramma- 
rian, a  complete  orator,  a  subtle  logician,  a 
mathematician  jierfectly  well  versed  in  geo- 
metry, arithmetic,  astronomy,  and  all  the 
refinements  of  algebra;  an  historian  fully 
master  of  the  histories  of  all  the  kingdoms 
of  the  universe.  Besides,  I  know  all  jiart.s  of 
philosophy.  I  have  all  our  law  traditions  at 
my  fingers'  ends.  I  am  a  poet ;  I  am  an 
architect ;  and  what  is  it  1  am  not  ?  There 
is  nothing  in  nature  hidden  from  me.  Your 
deceased  father,  to  whose  memory  I  pay  a 
tribute  of  tears  every  time  I  think  of  him, 
was  fully  convinced  of  my  merit ;  he  was 
fond  of  me  and  spoke  of  me  in  all  companies 
as  the  first  man  in  the  world.  Out  of  grati- 
tude and  friendship  for  him,  I  am  willing  to 
attach  myself  to  you,  to  take  you  into  my 
protection,  and  guard  you  from  all  the  evils 
that  your  stars  may  threaten." 

When  I  heard  all  this  stuff,  I  could  not 
forbear  laughing,  notwithstanding  my  anger. 
"You  imiiertinent  prattler:"  said  I,  "wiU 
you  have  done  and  begin  to  shave  me  ? " 

Here  Scheherazade  stopjied,  perceiving 
day  ;  but  next  night  jjursued  the  story  of 
the  lame  young  man,  in  the  following  man- 


The  Hundred  and  Sixty-Gccond  Night. 

TnE  la:ne  young  man  continuing  his  story  : 
"Sir,"  replied  the  barber  to  me,  "you  af- 
front me  in  calling  me  a  ju-attler;  on  the 
contrary,  all  the  world  gives  me  the  honour- 
able title  of  Silent.  I  had  six  brothers  that 
you  might  justly  have  called  iirattleis;  and 
that  you  may  know  them  the  better,  the 
name  of  the  first  was  Bacbouc,  of  the  second 
Bakbarah,  of  the  third  Bacbac,  of  the  fourth 
Alcouz,  of  the  fifth  Alnascar,  and  of  the 
sixth  Schacabac.  These  indeed  were  imper- 
tinent chatterers ;  but  for  me,  who  am  a 
younger  brother,  I  am  grave  and  concise  in 
my  discourse." 

For  God's  sake,  gentlemen,  do  but  sup- 
pose you  had  been  in  my  place.  What  could 
I  say,  when  I  saw  myself  so  cruelly  assassi- 
nated ?  "Give  him  three  pieces  of  gold,"  said 
I  to  the   slave   that   was  my  housekeeper. 
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'•.iml  send  liiiii  away,  that  be  may  disturb 
1110  no  nioro  ;  1  will  not  be  shaved  this  day." 
"Sir,"  said  the  barber,  " pray  what  do  you 
mean  by  that  ?  I  did  not  come  to  seek  for 
you,  it  was  you  sent  for  me ;  and  since  it  is 
so,  I  swear  by  the  faith  of  a  Mussulman,  I 
will  not  stir  out  of  these  doors  till  I  have 
shaved  you.  If  you  do  not  know  my  value, 
it  is  not  my  fault.  Your  deceased  father 
\lid  me  more  justice.  Every  time  he  sent 
for  me  to  let  him  blood,  he  made  me  sit 
down  by  him,  and  he  was  charmed  with 
hearing  what  tine  things  I  said  to  him.  I 
kept  him  in  a  continual  strain  of  admiration  ; 
I  elevated  him  ;  and  when  I  had  hnished 
my  discourse,  ']SIy  God, 'cried  he,  'you  are  an 
inexhaustible  source  of  science  ;  no  man  can 
reach  the  depth  of  yoxir  knowledge.'  My 
dear  sir,  said  I  again,  you  do  me  more  hon- 
our than  I  deserve.  If  T  say  anything  that 
is  fine,  it  is  owing  to  the  favourable  audience 
you  vouchsafe  me  ;  it  is  your  lilierality  that 
inspires  me  with  the  sublime  thoughts  that 
have  the  happiness  to  please  you.  One  day, 
when  he  was  chaiined  with  an  admirable 
discourse  I  had  made  him,  'Give  him,' 
said  he,  '  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  in- 
vest liim  with  one  of  my  richest  robes.'  I 
received  the  i^resent  upon  the  spot,  and  pre- 
sently I  drew  his  horoscope,  and  found  it 
the  haj^piest  in  the  world.  Nay,  I  carried 
my  gratitude  further ;  I  let  him  blood  with 
cupping-glasses." 

This  was  not  all;  he  spun  out  another 
harang\ie  that  was  a  full  half  hour  long. 
Tired  with  hearing  him,  and  fretted  at  the 
loss  of  time,  which  was  almost  sjjent  before 
I  was  half  ready,  I  did  not  know  what  to 
say.  "It  is  impossible,  "said  I,  "there  should 
be  such  another  man  in  the  Avorld,  who 
takes  pleasure  as  you  do,  in  making  people 
mad." 

Day  a^jpcaring,  i)ut  Scheherazade  to  silence 
at  this  period ;  but  the  next  night  she  con- 
tinued after  this  manner  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Sixty-Tliird  Niglit. 

I  TiiorcHT,  said  the  lame  j'oung  man  of  Bag- 
dad, that  I  should  succeed  better,  if  I  dealt 
mildly  with  my  barber.  "In  the  name  of 
God,"  said  I,  "leave  off  all  your  fine  talking, 
and  dispatch  me  i)resently  ;  business  of  the 
last  impoi-tance  calls  me,  as  I  have  told  you 
akeady."  At  this  he  fell  a  laughing.  "  It 
woidd  be  a  laudable  thing,"  said  he,  "if  our 
minds  -were  always  in  the  same  state  ;  if  we 
were  always  wise  and  prudent ;  however,  I 
am  wilHng  to  believe,  that  if  you  arc  angry 
with  me,  it  is  yoiu-  distemper  has  caused  that 
change  in  your  humour ;  and  for  that  rea- 
son you  stand  in  need  of  some  instruc- 
tions, and  you  cannot  do  better  than  to 
follow  the  example  of  your  father  and  grand- 


fathei-.  They  came  and  consulted  me  ujjou 
aU  occasions,  and  I  can  say,  without  vanity, 
that  they  always  prized  my  advice  highly. 
Pray  observe,  sir,  men  never  succeed  in 
their  undertakings  without  the  advice  of  men 
of  understanding.  A  man  cannot,  says  the 
proverb,  be  wise  without  receiving  advice 
from  the  wise.  I  am  entirely  at  your  service, 
and  you  have  only  to  command  me." 

"What !  cannot  I  prevail  with  you  then," 
said  I,  interi'upting  him,  "to  leave  off  these 
long  speeches,  that  tend  to  nothing  but  to 
split  my  head  in  jiieces,  and  to  detain  me 
from  my  business  ?  Shave  me,  I  say,  or  be- 
gone !  "  With  that  I  started  up  in  auger, 
stamping  my  foot  against  the  ground. 

When  he  saw  I  was  angry  in  earnest ; 
"Sir,"  said  he,  "do  not  be  angry;  we  are 
going  to  begin."  He  lathered  my  head,  and 
fell  to  shaving  me  ;  but  he  had  not  given 
me  four  strokes  of  his  razor  when  he  stopped, 
saying,  "Sir,  you  are  hasty;  you  shoidd 
avoid  these  ti'ansjiorts,  that  only  come  from 
the  devil.  I  am  entitled  to  some  considera- 
tion on  account  of  my  age,  my  knowledge, 
and  my  great  virtues. " 

"Go  on  and  shave  me,"  said  I,  interrupt- 
ing him  again,  " and  talk  no  more."  "That 
is  to  say,"  replied  he,  "you  have  some  iir- 
gent  business  to  go  about ;  I  wiU  lay  you  a 
wager  I  guess  right. "  ' '  Why  I  told  you  so 
these  two  hours,"  said  I;  "you  ought  to 
have  shaved  me  before."  "  Moderate  your 
passion,"  replied  he  ;  "  perhaps  you  have  not 
maturely  weighed  what  you  are  going  aboiit : 
when  things  are  done  precipitately,  they  are 
generally  repented  of.  1  wish  you  woidd 
tell  me  what  mighty  busuiess  this  is  you  are 
so  earnest  upon :  I  would  tell  you  my 
opinion  of  it :  besides  you  have  time  enough, 
since  your  appointment  is  not  till  noon,  and 
it  wants  three  hours  of  that  yet."  "I  do 
not  mind  that,"  said  I,  "persons  of  honour 
and  of  their  word  are  rather  before  their  time 
than  after.  But  I  forget  that  in  amusing 
myself  with  reasoning  with  you,  I  give  into 
the  faults  of  you  jirattlmg  barbers  :  have 
done,  have  done  ;  shave  me. " 

The  more  haste  I  was  in  the  less  haste  he 
made.  He  laid  down  the  razor,  and  took  iip 
his  astrolabe  ;  then  laid  down  his  astrolabe, 
and  took  up  his  razor  again. 

Here  the  ajijiearance  of  day  made  Schehe- 
razade silent,  but  next  night  she  pursued 
the  story  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Sixty-Fourth  Night. 

The  barber,  continued  the  lame  j'oung  man, 
(juitted  his  razor  again,  aiul  took  up  his 
astrolabe  a  second  time  ;  and  so  left  me  half 
shaved,  to  go  and  see  precisely  what  o'clock 
it  was.  Back  he  cAme,  and  then,  "Sir,"  said 
he,  "I  knew  I  was  not  mistaken;  it  wants 
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three  hours  of  noon.  I  am  sure  of  it ;  or 
else  all  the  rules  of  astronomy  are  false. 
"Just  heaven!"  cried  I,  "my  patience  is 
at  an  end.  I  can  bear  it  no  longer.  You 
cursed  barber !  you  barber  of  mischief !  I 
can  scarce  help  falling  upon  you  and 
strangling  you."  "  Softly,  sir,"  said  he, 
very  calmly,  without  being  moved  by  my 
passion.  "  You  are  not  afraid  of  a  relapse  : 
be  not  in  a  passion  ;  I  am  going  to  shave 
you  this  minute. "  In  speaking  these  words, 
he  clapped  his  astrolabe  in  his  case,  and 
took  up  his  razor,  and  passing  it  over  the 
strap  which  was  fixed  to  his  belt,  fell  to 
shaving  me  again ;  but  all  the  while  he 
shaved,  the  dog  could  not  forbear  prattling. 
"If  you  please,  sir,"  said  he,  "to  tell  me 
what  is  the  business  you  are  going  about  at 
noon,  I  coidd  give  you  some  advice  that 
may  be  of  use  to  you."  To  satisfy  the 
fellow,  I  told  him  I  was  gouig  to  meet  some 
fi-iends  at  an  entertainment  at  noon  to 
make  merry  with  me  upon 
the  recovery  of  my  health. 

AVlicn  the  barber  heard 
me  talk  of  regahug,  "God 
bless  you  this  day,  as 
well  as  all  other  days," 
cried  he.  "You  put  me 
in  mind  that  yesterday  I 
iu\'ited  four  or  five  friends 
to  come  and  eat  Avith  me 
as  this  day;  indeed  I  had 
forgot  it,  and  I  have  as  yet 
made  no  preparation  for 
them."  "Do  not  let  that 
trouble  you,  "said  I;  "though 
T  dine  abroad,  my  larder  is 
always  well  furnished.  I 
make  you  a  present  of  all 
that  it  contains  ;  and  be- 
sides, I  wdl  order  j^ou  as 
much  wine  as  j-ou  have  oc- 
casion for,  for  I  have  excellent  wine  in  my 
cellar  ;  only  you  must  dispatch  shaving  me  : 
and  l)ray  remember  it ;  whereas  my  father 
made  j'ou  ]>resents  to  encourage  you  to 
speak,  I  give  you  mine  to  make  you  hold 
your  tongue." 

He  was  not  satisfied  with  my  promise  : 
"God  reward  you,  sir,"  said  he,  "for  your 
kindness;  but  pray  shew  me  these  provi- 
sions now,  that  I  may  see  if  there  will  be 
enough  to  entertain  my  friends :  I  would 
have  them  satisfied  with  the  good  fare  I 
make  them."  "  I  have,"  said  I,  "  a  lamb,  six 
capons,  a  dozen  chickens,  and  enough  to  make 
four  courses."  I  ordered  a  slave  to  bring  all 
before  him,  with  four  great  pitchers  of  wine. 
"It  is  very  weU,"  said  the  barber;  "but 
we  shall  want  fruit,  and  sauce  for  the 
meat."  That  I  ordered  likewise  ;  but  then 
he  gave  over  shaving,  to  look  over  every- 
thing, one  after  another;  and  this  survey 
lasted  almost  half  an  hour.     I  ra.cced  and 


stormed  like  a  madman,  but  it  sigiiilied  no- 
thing ;  the  wretch  made  not  the  more  haste. 
However,  he  took  up  his  razor  again,  and 
shaved  me  for  some  minutes ;  then  stopping 
all  on  a  sudden,  "I  could  not  have  believed, 
sir,  that  you  would  have  been  so  liberal ;  1 
begin  to  perceive  that  your  deceased  father 
lives  again  in  you.  ]\Iost  certainly,  I  do 
not  deserve  the  favours  with  which  you 
have  loaded  me  ;  and  I  assiu-e  you  I  shall 
have  them  in  x>erpetual  remembrance ;  for, 
sir,  to  let  you  know  it,  I  have  nothing  but 
what  comes  from  the  generosity  of  such 
gentlemen  as  you  :  in  which  respect,  I  am 
like  to  Zantout,  who  rubs  the  people  in  the 
baths  ;  to  Sali,  who  cries  boiled  peas  in  the 
streets ;  to  Salout,  who  sells  beans  ;  to 
Akerscha,  who  sells  greens  ;  to  Aboumecarez, 
who  sprinkles  the  streets  to  lay  the  dust ; 
and  to  Cassem,  the  caliph's  life-guard  man. 
Of  all  these  persons,  not  one  is  apt  to  be 
melancholy ;  they  are  neither  impertiuent 
nor  quarrelsome  ;  they  are 
more  contented  Avith  their 
lot  than  the  caliph  in  the 
midst  of  his  court ;  they 
are  alwaj'S  gay,  ready  to 
sing  and  dance,  and  have 
each  of  them  tlieir  peculiar 
song  and  dance,  with  which 
they  divert  the  city  of  Bag- 
dad ;  but  what  I  esteem  most 
in  them  is,  that  they  are  no 
great  talkers,  no  more  than 
your  slave,  that  has  now  the 
honour  to  speak  to  you. 
Here,  sir,  is  the  song  and 
dance  of  Zantout,  Avho  rubs 
the  people  in  the  baths; 
mind  me,  pray,  and  see  if 
I  do  not  imitate  it  ex- 
actly." 

Scheherazade  -ncnt  no 
further  this  night,  liecause  she  perceived 
day  ;  next  morning  she  continued  her  story 
in  the  foUowiug  words  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Sixty-Fifth  Night. 

The  barber  sung  the  song,  and  danced  the 
dance  of  Zantout,  continued  the  lame 
youth ;  and  let  me  say  what  I  could  to 
oblige  him  to  make  an  end  of  his  buf- 
fooneries, he  did  not  give  over  till  he  imi- 
tated, in  like  manner,  the  songs  and  dances 
of  the  other  people  he  had  named.  After 
that,  addressing  himself  to  me,  "I  am  going," 
said  he,  "to  invite  all  these  honest  men  to 
my  house  :  if  you  will  take  my  advice,  you 
■nnll  join  us,  and  disappoint  your  friends 
yonder,  who  perhaps  arc  great  talkers,  that 
wiU  only  tease  you  to  death  with  their  im- 
pertinent discourse,  and  make  you  relapse 
into  a  distemper  worse  than  that  you  are  so 
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lately  rocovcrud  of  ;  whereas  at  my  liousc 
you  shall  have  nothing  but  i)leasurc." 

Notwithstanding  my  anger,  I  could  not 
forbear  laughing  at  the  fellow's  impertinence. 
"I  wish  I  had  no  business  upon  my  hands," 
said  I ;  "I  woidd  accept  of  the  proposal  yon 
make  me  ;  I  woiJd  go  with  all  my  heart  to 
be  merry  with  you  :  but  1 1)eg  to  be  excused  ; 
I  am  too  much  engaged  this  day  ;  another 
day  I  shall  be  more  at  leisure,  and  then  we 
shall  make  iip  that  company.  Come,  finish 
shaving  me,  and  make  haste  home  ;  perhaps 
your  friends  arc  already  come  to  your 
house."  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  do  not  refuse  me 
the  favour  I  ask  of  you  ;  come  and  be  merry 
with  the  good  company  I  am  to  have  :  if 
you  were  but  once  in  our  company,  yon 
would  be  so  pleased  with  it,  yon  would  for- 
sake your  friends  to  come  to  ns."  "  Let  us 
talk  no  more  of  that,"  said  I ;  "  I  cannot  be 
your  guest." 

I  found  I  gained  no  ground  by  mild 
terms.  ' '  Since  you  will  not  come  to  my 
house,"  replied  the  barber,  "  you  must  allow 
me  to  go  along  with  you  :  I  will  go  and 
cai-ry  these  things  to  my  house,  where  my 
friends  may  eat  of  them,  if  they  like  them, 
and  I  will  return  immediately :  I  would  not 
be  so  uncivil  as  to  leave  j'ou  alone.  You 
deserve  this  piece  of  complaisance  at  my 
hands."  "Heavens!"  cried  T,  "then  I 
shall  not  get  clear  of  this  troublesome  fellow 
to-day."  "In  the  name  of  the  living  God," 
said  I,  "leave  off  your  unreasonable  jargon  ; 
go  to  your  friends,  drink,  eat,  and  be  merry 
wuth  them,  and  leave  me  at  libertj^  to  go  to 
mine.  I  have  a  mind  to  go  alone  ;  I  have 
110  occasion  for  company:  besides,  I  must 
needs  tell  you,  the  place  to  w-hich  I  go  is  not 
a  place  where  you  can  be  received ;  nobody 
must  come  there  but  I."  "  Yon  jest,  sir," 
said  he  :  "if  your  friends  have  invited  you 
to  a  feast,  what  should  prevent  you  from 
allowing  me  to  accompany  you  ?  You  will 
please  them,  I  am  sure,  by  carrying  thither 
a  man  that  can  talk  comically  like  me,  and 
knows  how  to  divert  company.  But  say 
what  yon  wiU,  I  am  determined  I  will  go 
along  with  you,  in  spite  of  you." 

These  words,  gentlemen,  perplexed  me 
much.  How  shall  I  get  rid  of  this  cursed 
barber?  thought  I  to  myself.  If  I  persist 
in  contradicting  him,  we  shall  never  have 
done. 

Besides,  I  heard  then  the  first  call  to  noon 
prayers,  and  it  was  time  for  me  to  go.  In 
tine,  I  resolved  to  say  nothing  at  all,  and 
to  make  as  if  I  consented  to  his  accompany- 
ing me.  He  then  made  an  end  of  shaving 
me,  and  I  said  to  him,  "Take  some  of  my 
servants  to  carry  these  provisions  along  with 
you,  and  return  hither  ;  I  will  stay  for  you 
and  shall  not  go  without  you." 

At  last  he  went,  and  I  dressed  myself 
quickly.     I  heard  the  last  call  to  prayers, 


and  made  haste  to  set  out :  but  the  malicious 
barber,  who  guessed  my  intention,  went 
with  my  servants  oidy  within  sight  of  the 
house,  and  stood  there  till  he  saw  them 
enter  his  house  ;  having  hid  himself  at  the 
corner  of  the  street,  with  an  intent  to  observe 
and  follow  me.  In  fine,  when  I  arrived  at 
the  cadi's  dooi-,  I  looked  back  and  saw  him 
at  the  head  of  the  street,  which  fretted  me 
to  the  last  degree. 

The  cadi's  door  was  half  open,  and  as  I 
went  in  I  saw  an  old  woman  widting  for  me, 
who  after  she  had  shut  the  door,  conducted 
me  to  the  chamber  of  the  young  lady  I  was 
in  love  with  ;  but  we  had  scarce  began  our 
inters-iew,  when  we  heard  a  noise  in  the 
streets.  The  young  lady  put  her  head  to  the 
window,  and  saw  through  the  gate,  that  it 
was  the  cadi  her  father  returning  ah-eady 
from  prayers.  At  the  same  time  I  looked 
through  the  window,  and  saw  the  barber 
sitting  over-against  the  house,  in  the  same 
place  where  I  had  seen  the  yoimg  lady 
before. 

I  had  then  two  things  to  fear,  the  arrival 
of  the  cadi,  aud  the  presence  of  the  barber. 
The  young  lady  mitigated  my  fear  of  the 
first,  by  assuring  me,  the  cadi  came  but  very 
seldom  to  her  chamber,  and  as  she  had  fore- 
seen that  this  misadventure  might  happen, 
she  had  contrived  a  way  to  convey  me  out 
safe  :  but  the  indiscretion  of  the  accursed 
barber  made  me  very  uneasy ;  and  you  shall 
hear  that  this  my  uneasiness  was  not  with- 
out ground. 

As  soon  as  the  cadi  was  come  in,  he  caned 
one  of  his  slaves  that  had  deserved  it.  This 
slave  made  a  horrid  noise,  which  was  heard 
in  the  streets  :  the  barber  thought  it  was  I 
that  cried  out,  and  was  maltreated.  Pre- 
possessed, with  this  thought,  he  roared  out 
aloud,  rent  his  clothes,  threw  dust  upon  his 
head,  and  called  the  neighbourhood  to  his 
assistance.  The  neighbourhood  came,  and 
asked  what  assistance  he  wanted.  "  Alas  !  " 
cried  he,  ' '  they  are  assassinating  my  master, 
my  dear  jiatron;  and  without  saying  any- 
thing more,  he  ran  all  the  way  to  my  house, 
with  the  very  same  cry  in  his  mouth.  From 
thence  he  returned,  followed  Ijy  all  my 
domestics  armed  with  sticks.  They  knocked 
with  inconceivable  fury  at  the  cadi's  door, 
and  the  cadi  sent  a  slave  to  see  what  was 
the  matter ;  but  the  slave  being  frightened, 
retm-ned  to  his  master,  ciying,  "Su-,  above 
ten  thousand  men  are  going  to  break  into 
yoiu-  house  by  force." 

Immediately  the  cadi  himself  ran,  opened 
the  door,  and  asked  what  they  wanted. 
His  venerable  presence  could  not  inspire 
them  with  respect.  They  insolently  said  to 
hun,  "  You  cui-sed  cadi,  you  dog  of  a  cadi, 
what  reason  have  you  to  assassinate  our 
master?  What  has  he  done  to  you?" 
"Good    people,"    replied   the    cadi,     "for 
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what  should  I  assassinate  yoiu'  master, 
whom  1  do  not  know,  and  who  has  done 
me  no  harm  ?  My  liouse  is  open  to  you  ; 
come,  see  and  search."  "  You  bastinadoed 
him,"  said  the  barber;  "I  heard  his  cries 
not  a  minute  ago."  "But,  once  more," 
replied  the  cadi,  "Avhat  harm  could  your 
master  do  to  me,  to  oblige  me  to  abuse  him 
after  that  rate  ?  Is  he  in  my  house  ?  If  he 
is,  how  came  he  in,  or  who  could  have  intro- 
duced him?"  "Ah,  wretched  cadi,"  cried 
the  barber,  "you  and  your  long  beard  shall 
never  make  me  believe  what  you  say.  I 
know  what  I  say  ;  your  daughter  is  in  love 
with  our  master,  and  appointed  him  a  meet- 
ing during  the  time  of  noon  prayer ;  you, 
without  doubt,  have  had  notice  of  it ;  you 
returned  home,  and  sm-prised  him,  and  made 
your  slaves  bastinado  him ;  but  this  your 
wicked  action  shall  not  pass  with  impunity  , 
the  caliph  shall  be  acquainted  with  it,  and 
he  will  give  true  and  brief  justice.  Let  him 
come  out ;  deliver  him  to  us  immediately ; 
or  if  you  do  not,  we  wiU  go  and  take  him  out 
to  your  shame."  "There  is  no  occasion  for 
so  many  words,"  reidied  the  cadi,  "nor  to 
make  so  great  a  noise  :  if  what  you  say  is 
true,  go  and  find  him  oiit ;  I  give  you  free 
liberty."  Thereupon  the  barber  and  my  do- 
mestics rushed  into  the  house  hke  furies,  and 
looked  for  me  all  about. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  stop2)ed  at 
this  period  :  Schahriar  rose,  laughing  at  the 
indiscreet  zeal  of  the  barber,  and  curious  to 
know  what  jiassed  in  the  cadi's  house,  and 
by  what  accident  the  young  man  became 
lame  :  next  night  the  sultaness  satislied  his 
curiosity,  and  resumed  the  story  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : — 


The  Hundred  aud  Sixty-Sixtli  ITigM. 

The  tailor  continued  to  tell  the  sidtan  of 
Casgar  the  story  which  he  had  begun.  Sir, 
said  he,  the  lame  young  man  went  on  thus  : 
As  I  heard  all  that  the  barber  said  to  the 
cadi,  I  sought  for  a  iilaec  to  hide  myself,  and 
could  find  nothing  but  a  great  empty  trunk, 
in  which  I  lay  down,  and  shut  it  upon  me. 
The  barber,  after  he  had  searched  every- 
where, came  into  the  chamber  where  I  was, 
and  opening  the  trunk,  as  soon  as  he  saw 
me,  he  took  it  iqwn  his  head  aud  carried  it 
away.  He  came  down  a  high  staircase  into 
a  court,  which  he  crossed  hastily,  and  got  to 
the  street  door.  While  he  carried  me,  the 
trunk  imhappiiy  flew  ojjen,  and  I,  not  being 
able  to  endure  the  shame  of  being  exposed 
to  the  view  and  shouts  of  the  mob  that  fol- 
lowed us,  leaped  out  into  the  street  with  so 
much  haste  that  1  hurt  my  leg  so,  that  I 
have  been  lame  ever  since.  I  was  not  sen- 
sible how  bad  it  was  at  first,  and  therefore 
got  up  cj[uickly  to  get  away  from  the  people, 


who  laughed  at  me  ;  nay,  I  threw  handfiils 
of  gold  aud  silver  among  them,  and  whilst 
they  were  gathering  it  up,  I  made  my  escape 
by  cross  streets  and  alleys.  But  the  cursed 
barber,  availing  himself  of  the  stratagem 
that  I  had  made  use  of  to  get  away  from  the 
mob,  followed  me  close,  crying,  "Stay,  sir; 
why  do  you  run  so  fast  ?  If  you  knew  how 
much  I  am  afflicted  at  the  ill-treatment  you 
received  from  the  cadi, — you,  who  are  so 
generous,  and  to  whom  I  and  my  friends  are 
so  much  obliged  !  Did  I  not  tell  you  truly, 
that  you  would  expose  your  hfe  by  your 
obstinate  refusal  to  let  me  go  with  you  ? 
See  what  has  happened  to  you,  by  your  own 
fault ;  and  if  I  had  not  resolutely  followed 
you,  to  see  whither  you  went,  what  would 
have  become  of  you  ?  Whither  do  you  go, 
sii-  ?     Stay  for  me. " 

Thus  the  Avretchcd  barlscr  cried  aloud  in 
the  streets  ;  it  was  not  enough  for  him  to 
have  occasioned  so  great  a  scandal  in  the 
quarter  where  the  cadi  lived,  but  he  would 
have  it  known  thi-ough  the  whole  town.  I 
was  in  such  a  rage,  that  I  had  a  great  mind 
to  have  stayed  and  cut  his  throat ;  but  con- 
sidering that  that  would  have  perplexed  me 
further,  I  chose  another  coiu-se  ;  for,  per- 
ceiving that  his  calling  after  me  exposed 
me  to  vast  numbers  of  people,  who  crowded 
to  the  doors  or  windows,  or  stopped  in  the 
street  to  gaze  on  mc,  I  entered  into  a  khan 
or  inn,"  the  chamberlain  of  which  knew 
me ;  and  finding  him  at  the  gate,  whither 
the  noise  had  brought  him,  I  prayed  him, 
for  the  sake  of  Heaven,  to  hinder  that  mad- 
man from  coming  in  after  me.  He  -^xo- 
mised  to  do  so,  aud  Avas  as  good  as  his  word, 
but  not  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  for 
the  obstinate  barber  woidd  go  in,  in  spite  of 
him,  and  did  not  retire  without  calling  him 
a  thousand  names  ;  and  after  the  chamber- 
lain shut  the  gate,  the  barber  continued 
telling  all  he  met  what  great  service  he  had 
done  me.  Thus  I  rid  myself  of  that  trouble- 
some fellow.  After  that,  the  chamberlain 
prayed  me  to  tell  him  my  adventure,  -which 
1  did,  and  then  desired  him  to  let  me  have 
an  apartment  until  I  was  cured.  "But, 
sir,"  said  he,  "will  it  not  be  more  conve- 
nient for  you  to  go  home?"  "I  will  not 
return  thither,"  said  I  ;  "for  the  detestable 
barber  wiU  continue  jdaguing  me  there,  and 
I  shall  die  of  vexation  to  be  continually 
teased  with  him.  Besides,  after  what  has 
befallen  me  to-day,  I  cannot  think  of  staying 
any  longer  in  this  town ;  I  must  go  whither 
my  ill-fortime  leads  me  : "  and  actually, 
when  I  was  cured,  I  took  all  the  money  I 
thought  necessary  for  my  travels,  and  gave 
the  rest  of  my  estate  among  my  kindred. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I  left  Bagdad,  and  came 


*  A  public  place  in  the  towns  of  the  Levant  where 
stranstrs  lodge. 
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liitlier.  I  had  ground  to  liopc  that  I  shouhl 
not  meet  this  pernicious  l)arl)er  in  a  country 
so  far  from  niy  own,  and  yet  I  find  him 
amongst  you.  Be  not  surprised,  then,  at 
my  haste  to  be  gone  ;  you  may  easily  judge 
how  unpleasant  to  me  is  the  sight  of  a  man, 
who  was  the  occasion  of  my  lameness,  and 
of  my  being  reduced  to  the  melancholy  ne- 
cessity of  li\'ing  so  far  from  my  kindred, 
friends,  and  country.  When  he  had  spoke 
these  words,  the  lame  young  man  rose  up 
and  went  out.  The  master  of  the  house  con- 
ducted him  to  the  gate,  and  told  him  he 
was  sorry  that  he  had  given  him,  though 
innocently,  so  great  a  subject  of  mortifica- 
tion. 

When  the  young  man  was  gone,  continued 
the  tailor,  we  were  all  astonished  at  the 
story,  and,  turning  to  the  barber,  told  him 
he  was  very  much  to  blame,  if  what  we 
had  just  heard  were  true.  "Gentleman," 
answered  he,  raising  up  his  head,  Avhicli 
till  then  he  had  held  down,  "my  silence 
during  the  young  man's  discourse  is  suffi- 
cient to  testify  that  he  advanced  nothing 
that  was  not  true  :  but  for  all  that  he  has 
said  to  you,  I  maintain  that  I  ought  to  have 
done  what  I  did  ;  I  leave  you  to  be  judges 
of  it.  Did  not  he  throw  himself  into  danger, 
and  could  he  have  come  ofi"  so  well  without 
my  assistance?  He  may  think  himself 
happy  to  get  off  with  the  lame  leg.  Did 
not  I  expose  myself  to  greater  danger  to  get 
him  out  of  a  house,  where  I  thought  he  was 
ill-treated  ?  Has  he  any  reason  to  complain 
of  me,  and  abuse  me  so  ?  This  is  what  one 
gets  liy  serving  unthankfid  people.  He  ac- 
cuses me  of  being  a  prattling  fellow,  which 
is  a  mere  slander  :  of  seven  brothers,  I  speak 
least,  and  have  most  wit  to  my  share  ;  and 
to  convince  you  of  it,  gentlemen,  I  need 
only  to  tell  my  own  story  and  their's. 
Honour  me,  I  beseech  you,  with  your  at- 
tention." 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  EAUEEll. 

In  the  reign  of  the  caliph  Monstanser 
Bilah,*  continued  he,  a  prince  so  famous 
for  his  vast  liberality  towards  the  poor,  ten 
highwaymen  infested  the  roads  about  Bag- 
dad, and  for  a  long  time  committed  nn- 
heard-of  robberies  and  cruelties.  The  ca- 
liph, having  notice  of  this,  sent  for  the 
judge  of  the  police,  some  days  before  the 
feast  of  Bairam,  and  ordered  him,  on  pain 
of  death,  to  bring  all  the  ten  to  him. 

Scheherazade  stopt  hei-e,  because  day  ap- 
peared, and  next  night  resumed  her  discourse 
as  follows  : — 


*  He  was  raised  to  this  dignity  in  the  year  of  the 
ITopira,  r,23,  and  Anno  Uoni.  1220,  and  was  tlic  CGth 
caliph  of  the  ruce  of  the  Abassidcs. 
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The  judge  of  the  police,  contimied  the 
barber,  used  so  much  diligence,  and  sent 
so  many  people  in  pursuit  of  the  ten  rob- 
bers, that  they  were  taken  on  the  very  day 
of  Bairam.  I  was  walking  then  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tigris,  and  saw  ten  men  richly 
apparelled  go  into  a  boat.  1  might  have 
known  they  were  robbers,  had  I  observed 
the  guards  that  were  with  them  ;  but  I 
looked  only  to  them,  and  thinking  they 
were  jieople  that  had  a  mmd  to  spend  tlie 
festival-day  in  jollity,  I  entered  the  boat 
with  them,  without  saying  one  word,  in 
hopes  they  would  allow  me  to  be  one  of  the 
company.  We  went  down  the  Tigris,  and 
landed  before  the  caliph's  palace  :  1  had 
time  then  to  consider  with  myself,  and  to 
find  my  mistake.  When  we  came  out  of 
the  boat,  we  were  surrounded  by  a  new 
troop  of  the  judge  of  the  police's  giiard, 
who  bound  us  all,  and  carried  us  before  the 
caliph.  I  suffered  myself  to  be  bound  as 
well  as  the  rest,  without  speaking  one 
word  :  for  to  what  purpose  shoidd  1  have 
sjjoken,  or  made  any  resistance  ?  That 
had  been  the  way  to  have  got  myself  ill- 
treated  by  the  guards,  who  would  not  have 
listened  to  me  ;  for  they  are  brutish  fellows, 
who  wiU  hear  no  reason  :  I  was  with  the 
robbers,  and  that  was  enough  to  make  them 
believe  me  to  be  one  of  them. 

AVhen  we  came  before  the  caliph,  he 
ordered  the  ten  highwaymen's  heads  to  be 
c\it  off  immediately.  The  executioner  drew 
lis  up  in  a  file  within  reach  of  his  arm, 
and  by  good  fortune  I  was  the  last.  He 
cut  off'  the  heads  of  the  ten  highwaymen, 
beginning  at  the  first ;  and  when  he  came 
to  me,  he  stopped.  The  caliph  perceiving  that 
he  did  not  strike  me,  grew  angry  :  ' '  Did  not 
I  command  thee,"  said  he,  "to  cut  off  the 
heads  of  ten  highwaymen,  and  why  hast 
thou  cut  off  but  nine?"  "Commander  of 
the  faithfid,"  said  he,  "  Heaven  preserve  me 
from  disobeying  your  majesty's  orders  :  here 
are  ten  corpses  njion  the  ground,  and  as 
many  heads  which  I  cut  off;  your  majesty 
may  count  them."  When  the  cali^jh  saw 
that  what  the  executioner  said  was  true,  he 
looked  upon  me  with  amazement,  and  per- 
ceiving that  I  had  not  the  face  of  a  high- 
wayman, said  to  me,  "Good  old  man,  how 
came  you  to  be  among  those  wretches,  who 
have  deserved  a  thousand  deaths  ? "  I  an- 
swered, "Commander  of  the  faithfid,  T 
shall  make  a  true  confession.  This  morn- 
ing I  saw  those  ten  persons,  whose  punish- 
ment is  a  proof  of  your  majesty's  justice, 
take  boat ;  I  embarked  with  them,  think- 
ing they  were  men  going  to  celebrate  this 
day,  which  is  the  most  distinguished  in  our 
rehgion." 
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Tlic  caliph  could  not  forbear  laughing  at 
my  adventure ;  and  instead  of  treating  me 
as  a  prattling  fellow,  as  this  lame  yoiiug  man 
did,  he  admired  my  discretion  and  steady 
"silence.  "Commander  of  the  faithfid,"  gaid 
I,  "your  majesty  need  not  wonder  at  my 
keeping  silence  on  such  an  occasion,  as 
would  have  made  another  apt  to  speak  :  I 
make  it  a  particidar  profession  of  holding 
my  peace,  and  upon  that  account  I  have  ac- 
quired the  glorious  title  of  Silent ;  by  which 
I  am  distinguished  from  my  six  brothers. 
This  is  the  effect  of  my  philosojjhy  ;  and,  in 
a  word,  in  this  virtue  consists  my  glory  and 
hajipiness."  "I  am  very  glad,"  said  the 
caliph  smiling,  "that  they  gave  you  a  title 
that  you  know  how  to  make  such  good  use 
of.  But  teU  me  what  sort  of  men  were  yoiir 
brothers  ;  were  they  Hke  you  ?  "  "  By  no 
means,"  said  I;  "they  were  all  of  them 
more  given  to  prating  one  th.an  another. 
And  as  to  their  persons,  there  was  stiU  a 
gi-eatcr  difference  betwixt  them  and  me. 
The  first  was  humpbacked  ;  the  second  had 
rotten  teeth  ;  the  third  had  but  one  eye  ; 
the  fourth  was  blind  ;  the  tifth  had  his  cars 
cut  off ;  and  the  sixth  had  hare-lijjs.  They 
have  met  with  such  adventures  as  woidd 
enable  you  to  judge  of  their  characters,  liad 
I  the  honour  to  tell  them  to  your  majesty ;  " 
and  since  the  caliph  seemed  desirous  to  hear 
their  several  stories,  I  went  on  A^ithout 
•waiting  his  commands. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  BAEBEr's  ELDEST 
BROTHER. 

Sir,  said  I,  my  eldest  brother,  whose 
name  was  Bacbouc  the  hiunpback,  was  a 
tailor  by  trade ;  when  he  came  out  of  his 
apprenticeship,  he  hired  a  shoji  over  against 
a  mUl,  and  having  but  very  little  business, 
he  could  scarcely  maintaiu  hhnself.  The 
miller  on  the  contrary  was  very  wealthy, 
and  had  a  very  handsome  wife.  One  daj',  as 
my  brother  was  at  work  in  his  shop,  he 
lifted  up  his  head  and  saw  the  miller's  wife 
looking  out  of  the  w"indow,  and  was  charmed 
with  her  beauty.  The  woman  took  no 
notice  of  him,  but  shut  her  window,  and 
came  no  more  to  it  aU  that  day.  The  poor 
tailor  did  notliing  but  lift  uj)  his  eyes  to- 
wards the  mill  all  day  long.  He  pricked 
his  finger  oftencr  than  once,  and  his  work 
that  day  was  not  very  regular.  At  night, 
when  he  was  to  shut  his  shop,  he  could 
scarce  teU  how  to  do  it,  because  he  still 
hoped  the  miller's  wife  would  come  to  the 
wiudoAv  once  more ;  but  at  last  he  was 
forced  to  shut  up,  and  go  home  to  his  little 
hoxise,  where  he  passed  but  a  very  micom- 
fortable  night.  He  got  uj)  betimes  in  the 
morning,  and  ran  to  his  shoj),  in  hopes  to  see 
his  mistress  again ;  but  he  was  no  happier 
than  the  day  before,  for  the  miller's  wife  did 


not  a]ipcar  at  the  window  .above  a  minute  In 
the  whole  day,  but  that  minute  made  the 
tailor  the  most  amorous  man  that  ever  lived. 
The  third  day  he  had  some  more  ground  of 
satisfaction,  for  the  miller's  wife  cast  her 
eyes  upon  him  1)y  chance,  and  surprised  him 
as  he  was  gazing  at  her,  which  convinced 
her  what  passed  in  his  miud. 

Here  day  began  to  appear,  which  made 
the  sidtaness  break  off  her  story,  and  she  re- 
sumed it  next  night  thus  : — 


The  Hundi-ed  and  Sixty-EiglitJi  Night. 

No  sooner,  continued  the  barber,  did  the 
miller's  wife  perceive  my  brother's  inclina- 
tion, but  instead  of  being  vexed  at  it,  she 
resolved  to  divert  herself  with  it.  She 
looked  upon  him  with  a  smiling  countenance, 
and  my  brother  looked  upon  her  in  the  same 
manner,  but  after  such  an  odd  sort,  that  the 
miller's  wife  presently  shut  her  window,  lest 
her  loud  laughter  should  have  made  him 
sensible  that  she  only  ridiculed  him.  Poor 
Bacljouc  interjjrcted  her  carriage  to  his  own 
advantage,  and  flattered  himself  that  slie 
looked  upon  him  with  [deasm-e. 

The  miller's  wife  resolved  to  make  sjiort 
with  my  brother :  she  had  a  piece  of  very 
line  stuff,  with  which  she  had  a  long  time 
designed  to  make  her  a  suit ;  she  wrapi)ed  it 
up  in  a  fine  embroidered  silk  handkerchief, 
and  sent  it  him  by  a  young  slave  whom  she 
kept,  who,  being  taught  her  lesson,  comes  to 
the  tailor's  shop,  and  tells  him,  ' '  ;My  mistress 
gives  you  her  service,  and  i)rays  you  to 
make  her  a  suit  of  this  stuff  according  to 
this  pattern  ;  she  changes  her  clothes  often, 
so  that  her  custom  will  be  i>rofitable  to  you." 
My  brother  doubted  not  that  the  miller's 
wife  loved  him,  and  thought  that  she  sent 
him  work  so  soon  after  what  had  jjassed  be- 
twixt them,  only  to  signify  that  she  knew 
his  mmd,  and  to  convince  him  that  he  had 
obtaiued  her  favour.  JNIy  brother  being  of 
this  oi)inion,  charged  the  slave  to  tell  her 
mistress,  that  he  woidd  lay  aside  all  work 
for  hers,  and  that  the  suit  should  be  ready 
next  morning.  He  worked  at  it  with  so 
much  ddigeuce,  that  he  finished  it  the  same 
day.  Next  morning  the  young  slave  came  to 
see  if  the  suit  was  ready.  Bacbouc  gave  it 
to  her  neatly  folded  up,  telling  her,  "I  am  too 
much  concerned  to  please  your  mistress  to 
neglect  her  suit;  I  M'oidd  engage  her  by  my 
diligence  to  employ  no  other  but  myself  for 
the  time  to  come."  The  yoimg  slave  went 
some  steps  as  if  she  had  iutended  to  go  away, 
and  then  coming  back  whispered  to  my  bro- 
ther, "I  had  forgot  i)art  of  my  commission; 
my  mistress  charged  me  to  make  her  com- 
jihrnents  to  you,  and  to  ask  how  yoii  passed 
the  night ;  as  for  her,  poor  woman,  she  loves 
you  so,  that  she  could  not  sleep.' '   ' '  Tell  her," 
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nnswcrcd  my  silly  brother,  "  I  have  so  strong 
a  ])assion  for  her,  that  for  these  four  nights 
I  have  not  slept  one  ■\viulc."  After  such  a 
compliment  from  the  miller's  wife,  my  bro- 
ther thought  she  would  not  let  him  languish 
long  in  the  expectation  of  her  favours. 

About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  the 
slave  returned  to  my  brother  Ytfith  a  piece  of 
satin.  ' '  My  mistress, "  said  she,  ' '  is  very  well 
pleased  with  her  suit ;  nothing  in  the  world 
can  tit  her  better ;  and  as  it  was  very  hand- 
some she  would  not  weai-  it  without  a  new 
petticoat ;  she  prays  you  to  make  her  one, 
as  soon  as  you  can,  of  this  piece  of  satin." 
"Enough,"  saidBacbouc  ;  "I  will  do  it  before 
I  leave  my  shop  :  you  shall  have  it  in  the 
evening."  The  miller's  wife  shewed  herself 
often  at  her  window,  and  was  very  prodigal 
of  her  charms,  to  encourage  my  brother. 
You  would  have  laughed  to  have  seen  him 
work.  The  petticoat  was  soon  made,  and 
the  slave  came  for  it,  but  brought  the  tailor 
no  money,  neither  for  the  trimming  he  had 
bought  for  the  suit,  nor  for  the  making.  In 
the  meantime,  this  imfortunate  lover,  whom 
they  only  amused,  though  he  could  not  see 
it,  had  cat  nothing  all  that  day,  and  was 
forced  to  Ijorrow  money  at  night  to  buy  his 
su]-i])er.  Next  morning,  as  soon  as  he  arrived 
at  his  shop,  the  young  slave  came  to  tell  him, 
that  the  miller  wanted  to  speak  to  him. 
"  j\Iy  mistress,"  said  she,  "has  told  him  so 
much  in  your  praise,  when  she  shewed  hi)n 
your  work,  that  he  has  a  mind  you  should 
work  also  for  him ;  she  does  it  on  purpose 
that  the  connexion  she  wishes  to  form  be- 
twixt yon  and  him  may  crown  your  mutual 
wishes  with  success.  My  brother  was  easily 
jjcrsuaded,  and  went  to  the  mill  with  the 
slave.  The  miller  received  him  very  kindly, 
and  shewed  him  a  piece  of  cloth,  told  him 
he  wanted  shirts,  bid  him  make  it  into 
twenty,  and  give  him  again  what  was  left. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  held  her 
peace,  and  the  next  night  continued  the  his- 
tory of  Bacbouc  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Sixty-Ninth  Night. 

;My  brother,  said  the  barber,  had  work 
enough  for  five  or  six  days  to  make  twenty 
shirts  for  the  miller,  who  afterwards  gave 
him  another  piece  of  cloth  to  make  him  as 
many  pair  of  drawers.  When  they  were 
finished,  Bacbouc  carried  them  to  the  miller, 
who  asked  him  what  he  must  have  for  his 
pains.  My  brother  answered,  he  would  be 
content  with  twenty  drachms  of  silver.  The 
miUer  immediately  called  the  young  slave, 
and  bid  her  bring  him  his  weights,  to  see  if 
his  money  was  right.  The  slave,  who  had 
her  lesson,  looked  at  my  brother  with  an 
angiy  countenance,  to  signify  to  him  that 
he  would  spoil  all  if  he  took  any  money. 


He  knew  her  meaning,  and  refused  to  take 
any,  thougli  he  wanted  it  so  much,  that  he 
was  foi-ced  to  borrow  money  to  buy  the 
thread  that  sewed  the  shirts  and  drawers. 
When  he  left  the  miller  he  came  to  me  to 
borrow  money  to  live  qn,  and  told  me  they 
did  not  pay  him.  I  gave  him  some  copper 
money  I  had  in  my  juirse,  and  ujjon  that  he 
subsisted  for  some  days :  it  is  true,  indeed, 
he  lived  upon  nothing  but  broth,  nor  had  he 
his  fill  of  that. 

One  day  he  went  to  the  miller,  who  was 
busy  at  his  work,  and  thinking  my  brother 
came  for  money,  he  offered  him  some ;  but 
the  young  slave  being  present,  made  him 
another  sign  not  to  take  it ;  which  he  com- 
I)lied  with,  and  told  the  miller  he  did  not 
come  for  his  money,  but  only  to  know  how 
he  did.  The  miller  thanked  him,  and  gave 
him  an  upper  garment  to  make.  Bacbouc 
carried  it  him  next  day.  When  the  miller 
drew  out  his  purse,  the  young  slave  gave 
my  brother  the  usual  sign ;  on  which  he  said 
to  the  miller,  "Neighbour,  there  is  no  haste ; 
we  will  reckon  another  time  :  "  so  that  the 
poor  ninny  went  to  his  shop  again,  with 
three  terrible  distempers  upon  him,  love, 
hunger,  and  want  of  money.  The  miller's 
wife  was  not  only  avaricious,  but  Ul-na- 
tured;  for,  not  content  to  cheat  my  brother 
of  his  due,  she  provoked  her  husband  to  re- 
venge himself  iipon  him  for  making  love  to 
her,  which  they  accomplished  thus.  The 
miller  invited  Bacbouc  one  night  to  supper, 
and  after  giving  him  a  very  sorry  treat,  said 
to  him,  "  Brother,  it  is  too  late  for  you  to 
go  home ;  you  had  better  stay  here  all 
night ; "  and  then  he  carried  him  to  a  place 
in  the  mill,  where  there  was  a  l)ed  :  there 
he  left  him  and  went  to  bed  with  his  wife. 
About  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  miller 
went  to  my  brother,  and  said,  "  Neighlionr, 
are  you  asleep  ?  My  mule  is  ill,  and  I  have 
a  quantity  of  corn  to  grind ;  you  will  do  me 
a  greart  kindness  if  you  will  turn  the  mill  in 
her  stead. "  Bacbouc,  to  shew  his  good  na- 
ture, told  him  he  was  ready  to  do  him  that 
piece  of  service,  if  he  would  shew  him  how. 
Then  the  miller  tied  him  by  the  middle  to 
the  mule's  jdace,  and  whi2)ping  him  soundly 
over  the  back,  said  to  him,  "Go,  neigli- 
boiu\"  "  Ho  ! "  said  my  brother,  "why  do 
you  beat  me? "  "It  is  to  make  you  brisk," 
said  the  miller;  "for  without  a  whip  my 
mule  will  not  go. "  Bacbouc  was  amazed  at 
this  sort  of  treatment,  but  durst  not  com- 
plain. When  he  had  gone  five  or  six  rounds, 
he  would  fain  have  rested ;  but  the  miUer 
gave  him  a  dozen  sound  lashes,  saying, 
"Courage,  neighbour!  do  not  stop,  pray; 
you  must  go  on  without  taking  breath, 
otherwise  you  will  spoil  my  meal." 

Scheherazade  stopped  here,  because  she 
saw  day,  and  next  morning  continued  her 
story  tlius : — 
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The  Hundi-ccl  and  Seventieth  Night. 

TuK  miUcr  oblii^cd  my  brntlier,  said  tlie 
barber,  to  tm-u  the  mill  thus  all  night. 
About  break  of  day  he  left  him  without  un- 
tying him,  and  vent  to  his  wife's  chamljer. 
iJacbouc  continued  there  for  some  time,  and 
at  last  the  young  slave  came  and  untied  him. 
"  Ah  ! "  said  the  treacherous  wretch,  "  how 
my  mistress  and  I  pitied  you  !  We  had  no 
hand  in  this  wicked  trick  which  her  hus- 
band has  played  yoii."  The  wretched  Bac- 
bouc  answered  her  not  a  word,  he  was  so 
much  fatigued  with  work  and  blows ;  but 
crejjt  home  to  his  house,  resolving  never  to 
think  more  of  the  miller's  wife. 

The  telling  of  this  story,  said  the  barber, 
made  the  caliph  laugh.  "  Go  home,"  said 
he  to  me  ;  "I  have  ordered  something  to  be 
given  you  to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  the 
good  dinner  you  expected."  "Commander 
of  the  faithful,"  said  I,  "I  pray  your  ma- 
jesty to  let  me  stay  till  I  have  told  the  .story 
of  my  other  brothers."  The  caliph  having 
signified  by  his  silence  that  he  was  willing 
to  hear  me,  I  went  on  thus  : — 


TUE  STORY  OF  THE  BARBER  S  SECOND  BROTHER. 

My  second  brother,  who  was  called  Back- 
barah  the  toothless,  going  one  day  through 
the  citj',  met  an  old  woman  in  a  distant 
street,  she  came  up  to  him,  and  said,  "1 
want  one  word  with  you  ;  pray  stop  a  mo- 
ment." He  did  so,  and  asked  her  what  she 
would  have.  "  If  you  have  time  to  come 
along  with  me,"  said  she,  "I  will  bring  you 
into  a  stately  palace,  where  you  shall  see  a 
lady  as  fair  as  the  day.  She  wiU  receive 
you  with  much  pleasiu-e,  and  give  yoii  a 
treat  with  excellent  wine.  1  need  say  no 
more  to  you."  "But  is  what  you  say 
true?"  rei>lied  my  brother.  "I  am  no 
lying  hussy,"  replied  the  old  woman  :  "  I 
say  nothing  to  you  but  what  is  true.  But 
hark,  1  have  something  to  ask  of  you.  You 
must  be  prudent,  say  Ijut  little,  and  be  ex- 
tremely polite."  Backbarah  agi-eed  to  all 
this.  The  old  woman  went  before,  and  he 
followed  after.  They  came  to  the  gate  of  a 
great  palace,  where  there  was  abundance  of 
officers  and  domestics.  Some  of  them  would 
have  stopped  my  brother,  but  no  sooner  did 
the  old  woman  speak  to  them,  than  they  let 
liim  pass.  Then  turning  to  my  brother,  she 
said  to  him,  "  You  must  remember  that  the 
yomig  lady  I  bring  you  to  loves  good-nature 
and  modesty,  and  cannot  endure  to  be  con- 
tradicted; if  you  please  her  in  that,  you 
may  be  sure  to  obtain  of  her  what  you 
])lease."  Backbarah  thanked  her  for  this 
advice,  and  ^jromised  to  follow  it. 

She  brought  him  into  a  fine  apartment  of 
a  great  square  building,  answerable  to  the 


magnificence  of  the  palace.  There  was  a 
gallery  round  it,  and  a  very  fine  garden  in 
the  middle.  The  old  woman  made  him  sit 
down  upon  a  handsome  sofa,  and  bid  him 
stay  a  moment,  tiU  she  went  to  tell  the 
young  lady  of  his  being  come. 

IMy  brother,  who  had  never  been  in  such 
a  stately  jjalace  before,  gazed  upon  the  tine 
things  that  he  saw ;  and  judging  of  his  good 
fortune  by  the  magnificence  of  the  palace, 
he  was  scarcely  able  to  contain  himself  for 
joy.  By  and  by  he  heard  a  great  noise,  oc- 
casioned by  a  trooji  of  merry  slaves,  who 
came  towards  him  A\ith  loud  tits  of  laughter, 
and  in  the  middle  of  them,  he  perceived  a 
young  lady  of  extraordinary  beauty,  who 
was  easily  known  to  he.  their  mistress  by  the 
resjject  they  jiaid  her.  Backbarah,  who  ex- 
pected private  conversation  with  the  lady, 
was  extremely  surprised  when  he  saw  so 
much  company  with  her.  In  the  meantime 
the  slaves  put  on  a  grave  countenance  when 
they  drew  near  ;  and  when  the  young  lady 
came  up  to  the  sofa,  my  brother  rose  up  and 
made  her  a  low  bow.  She  took  the  upper 
hand,  prayed  him  to  sit  down,  and  said  to 
him,  with  a  smiling  countenance,  "I  am 
mightily  glad  to  see  you,  and  wish  you  all 
the  happiness  you  can  desire."  "  Madame," 
replied  Backbarah,  ' '  I  cannot  desire  a 
greater  happiness  than  to  be  in  your  com- 
pany." "  You  seem  to  be  of  a  pleasant 
humour,"  said  she,  "  and  to  be  disjjosed  to 
pass  the  time  pleasantly." 

She  forthwith  commanded  a  collation  to 
be  brought ;  and  immediately  a  table  was 
covered  with  several  baskets  of  fruits  and 
sweetmeats.  The  lady  sat  down  at  the  table 
with  the  slaves  and  my  brother ;  and  he,  be- 
ing placed  just  over-against  her,  when  he 
opened  his  mouth  to  eat,  she  perceieved  he 
had  no  teeth ;  and  taking  notice  of  it  to  her 
slaves,  she  and  they  laughed  at  him  heartily. 
Backljarah  from  time  to  time  lifted  up  his 
head  to  look  at  her,  and  i)erceiving  her 
laugh,  thought  it  was  for  joy  of  his  com- 
pany, and  flattered  himself  that  she  would 
si)eedily  send  away  her  slaves,  and  be  with 
him  alone.  She  guessed  his  thoughts,  and 
pleasing  herself  to  flatter  him  in  his  mis- 
take, she  gave  him  abundance  of  pleasant 
language,  and  ])resented  him  the  best  of 
everything  with  her  own  hand.  The  treat 
being  ended,  they  rose  from  the  table;  t^-n 
slaves  took  musical  instruments,  and  began 
to  i)lay  and  .sing,  and  others  to  dance.  My 
l)rother,  to  please  them,  danced  likewise,  and 
the  lady  danced  with  them.  After  thej'  had 
danced  some  time,  they  sat  down  to  take 
breath,  and  the  young  lady,  calling  for  a 
glass  of  wine,  looked  upon  my  brother  with 
a  smiling  countenance,  to  signify  that  she 
was  going  to  drink  his  health.  He  rose  nj), 
and  stood  while  she  drank.  When  she  had 
done,  instead  of  giving  back  the  glass,  she 
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ordered  it  to  be  lillod,  and  iiresented  it  to 
my  brother,  that  he  mi,£;ht  pledge  lier. 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  broke  oiF 
her  story,  and  continued  it  next  night  in 
the  following  luauucr  : — 


The  IlundrccI  and  Seventy-First  Niglit. 

Sii;,  said  she  to  the  sultan,  the  barber  went 
on  thus  : — My  brother  took  the  glass  from 
the  young  lady's  hand,  which  he  kissed  at 
the  same  time,  and  stood  and  drank  to  hei-, 
in  return  for  the  favour  she  had  done  him. 
Then  the  young  lady  made  him  sit  down  by 
her,  and  began  to  caress  him.  She  put  her 
hand  behind  his  head,  and  gave  him  some 
tijis  from  time  to  time  with  her  lingers. 
Itavished  with  those  favours,  he  thought 
himself  the  happiest  man  in  the  world,  and 
had  a  great  mind  to  toy  also  with  the  charm- 
ing lady,  but  durst  not  take  the  liberty  be- 
fore so  many  slaves,  who  had  their  eyes 
upon  him,  and  laughed  at  their  lady's  Avanton 
tricks.  The  young  lady  continued  to  tip 
him  with  her  fingers,  but  at  last  gave  him 
such  a  sound  box  on  the  ear,  that  he  grew 
angry  at  it  :  the  colour  came  in  his  face, 
and  he  rose  up  to  sit  at  a  greater  distance 
from  such  a  rude  play-fellow.  Then  the  old 
woman  who  brought  him  thither  gave  him  a 
look,  to  let  him  know  that  he  Avas  in  the 
wrong,  and  that  he  had  forgot  the  advice 
she  gave  him  to  be  very  complaisant.  He 
owned  his  faidt,  and,  in  order  to  make 
amends,  ho  went  near  the  young  lady  again 
and  jn-etendcd  that  he  did  not  go  away  out 
of  any  ill-humour.  She  drew  him  by  the 
arm,  made  him  sit  doM-n  by  her  again,  and 
gave  him  a  thousand  malicious  sr|ueczes. 
Her  slaves  took  their  patt  in  the  diversion  : 
one  gave  jioor  Backbarah  several  fillips  on 
the  nose  with  all  her  might ;  another  pulled 
him  by  the  eai-s,  as  if  she  would  have  pulled 
them  off;  and  others  boxed  him  so,  as  might 
shew  they  were  not  in  jest.  My  brother 
bore  all  this  with  admirable  patience,  affect- 
ing a  gay  aii-,  and  looking  at  the  old  woman, 
said  to  her  with  a  forced  smile,  "Yoiitold 
me,  indeed,  that  I  should  find  the  lady  per- 
fectly kinil,  pleasant,  and  charming  ;  I  am 
mightily  obliged  to  yoii !  "  "All  this  is  no- 
thing," replied  the  old  woman  :  "let  her  go 
on  ;  you  will  see  other  things  by  and  by." 
Then  the  young  lady  said  to  him,  "Brother, 
you  are  a  brave  man  ;  I  am  glad  to  find  you 
are  so  good-humoured  and  complaisant  to 
bear  with  my  little  caprices,  and  that  your 
humour  is  so  comformable  to  mine." 
"^ladam,"  replied  Backbarah,  who  was 
cXiarmed  with  this  discourse,  "I  am  no  more 
myself,  I  am  wholly  yours  ;  you  may  dispose 
of  mo  as  you  please."  "How  you  oblige 
me,"  said  the  lady,  "  by  such  submission! 
I  am  very  well  pleased  with  you,  and  would 


have  you  be  so  with  me.  Bring  him  per- 
fume," said  she,  "aiul  rose  water."  Upon 
this,  two  slaves  went  out,  and  retairned 
speedily ;  one  with  a  silver  casket,  filled 
witli  the  best  of  aloeswood,  with  which  she 
perfumed  him  ;  and  the  other  with  rose- 
water,  which  she  sprinkled  on  his  face  and 
hands.  My  brother  was  quite  beside  him- 
self at  this  handsome  treatment.  After  this 
ceremony,  the  young  lady  conimanded  the 
slaves,  who  had  already  jilaycd  on  their 
instruments  and  sung,  to  renew  their  con- 
certs. They  obeyed,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  lady  called  another  slave,  and  ordered 
her  to  carry  my  brother  with  her,  and  do 
what  she  knew,  and  bring  him  back  to  her 
again.  Backbarah,  Avho  heard  this  order, 
got  np  quicldy,  and  going  to  the  old  woman, 
who  also  rose  up  to  go  along  with  him  and 
the  slave,  praj'ed  her  to  tell  hiui  Avhat  they 
were  to  do  with  him.  "  My  mistress  is 
only  curious,"  replied  the  old  woman, 
softly  ;  ' '  she  has  a  mind  to  see  how  you 
look  in  a  woman's  dress ;  and  this  slave, 
who  has  orders  to  carry  you  with  her,  has 
orders  to  paint  your  eyebrows,  to  cut  off 
your  whiskers,  and  to  dress  you  like  a 
woman."  "You  may  paint  my  eyebrows 
as  much  as  you  please,"  said  my  brother  ; 
"I  agree  to  that,  because  I  can  wash  it  off 
again  ;  but  to  shave  me,  you  know  I  must 
not  allow.  How  can  I  appear  abroad  again 
without  mustachios  ?  "  "  Beware  of  refusing 
what  is  asked  of  you,"  said  the  old  woman  : 
"  you  will  sjioil  your  fortune,  which  is  now 
in  as  favourable  a  train  as  heart  can  wish. 
The  lady  loves  you,  and  has  a  mind  to  make 
you  happy ;  and  will  you,  for  a  nasty 
whisker,  renounce  the  most  delicious  favours 
that  man  can  obtain?"  Backbarah  listened 
to  the  old  woman,  and  without  saying  a 
word,  went  to  a  chamljcr  with  the  slave, 
where  they  painted  his  eyebrows  with  red, 
cut  off  his  whiskers,  and  were  going  to  do 
the  like  with  his  beard.  My  brother's 
patitnce  then  began  to  fail:  "Oh!"  said 
he,  "  I  will  never  part  with  my  beard." 
The  slave  told  him  that  it  was  to  no  purpose 
to  have  parted  with  his  whiskers,  if  ho 
would  not  also  part  with  his  beard,  which 
could  never  agree  with  a  woman's  dress ; 
and  she  wandered  that  a  man,  who  was 
upon  the  jioint  to  enjoy  the  finest  lady  in 
Bagdad,  should  be  concerned  about  his 
beard.  The  old  woman  threatened  him  with 
the  loss  of  the  young  lady's  favour ;  so  that 
at  last  he  let  them  do  what  they  would. 
When  he  was  dressed  like  a  woman,  they 
brought  him  before  the  young  lady,  who 
laughed  so  heartily  when  she  saw  him,  that 
she  fell  backward  on  the  sofa  where  she  sat. 
The  slaves  laughed  and  clapped  their  hands, 
so  that  my  brother  was  quite  out  of  coun- 
tenance. Tlie  young  lady  got  up,  and  still 
laughing,    said    to   him,    "After   so   much 
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complaisance  for  me,  I  sliould  be  very  much 
to  blame  not  to  love  you  with  aU  my  heart : 
but  there  is  one  thing  more  you  must  do  for 
me,  and  that  is,  to  dance  as  we  do."  He 
obeyed,  and  the  young  lady  and  her  slaves 
danced  with  him,  laughing  as  if  they  had 
been  mad.  After  they  had  danced  some 
time  with  him,  they  all  fell  upon  the  poor 
A\Tetch,  and  did  so  box  and  ki(;k  him,  that 
he  fell  down  hke  one  out  of  his  senses.  The 
old  woman  helped  him  vc^  again  ;  and  that 
he  might  not  have  time  to  think  of  his  ill- 
treatment,  she  bid  him  take  coiirage,  and 
whispered  in  his  car,  that  all  his  sutlerings 
were  at  an  end,  and  that  he  was  just  about 
to  receive  his  reward. 

Daylight  beginning  to  ajipcar,  Schehera- 
zade broke  off  her  story,  and  continued  it 
next  night  as  follows  : — 


The  HimdrGd  and  Seventy-Second  Night. 

The  old  woman  continued  her  discourse  to 
Backbarah  thus  : — "You  have  only  one  thing 
more  to  do,  and  that  is  but  a  small  one. 
You  must  know  that  my  mistress  has  a 
custom,  when  she  has  di-ank  a  little,  as  you 
see  she  has  done  to-day,  to  let  nobody  that 
she  loves  come  near  her,  except  they  be 
strijijied  to  their  shirt ;  and  when  they  have 
done  so  she  takes  a  little  advantage  of  them, 
and  begins  running  before  them  through  the 
gallery,  and  from  chamber  to  chamber,  till 
they  catch  her.  This  is  one  more  of  her 
humours.  What  advantage  soever  she  talvcs 
of  you,  considering  your  nimbleness  and 
inclination,  you  will  soon  overtake  her : 
strip  yourself  then  to  your  shirt;  undress 
yourself  without  ceremony." 

!My  silly  brother,  said  the  barber, 
had  done  too  much  to  hesitate  at  any- 
thing now  ;  he  undressed  himself ;  and  in 
the  meantime  the  young  lady  was  stripped 
to  her  shift  aud  under-petticoat,  that  she 
might  run  the  more  nimbly.  When  they 
were  ready  to  run,  the  young  lady  took  the 
advantage  of  twenty  paces,  and  then  fell  to 
running  with  surprising  SAviftness ;  my 
brother  followed  her  as  fast  as  he  could,  the 
slaves  in  the  meantime  laughing  heartily, 
and  clapping  their  hands.  The  young  lady, 
iustead  of  losing  ground,  gained  upon  my 
brother  ;  she  made  him  run  two  or  three 
times  roimd  the  gallery,  and  then  running 
into  a  long  dark  entry,  got  away  by  a  pas- 
sage which  she  knew.  Backbarah,  wbo 
still  followed  her,  having  lost  sight  of  her  in 
the  entry,  was  obliged  to  slacken  his  pace, 
because  of  the  darluiess  of  the  place  :  at  last 
perceiving  a  light,  he  ran  towards  it,  and 
went  out  at  a  door,  which  was  immediately 
shut  upon  him.  You  may  imagine  how  he 
was  surprised  to  lind  himself  in  a  street 
inhabited  by  curriers ;  and   they  were  no 


less  surjjrised  to  see  him  in  his  shirt,  his 
eyes  painted  red,  and  without  beard  or 
mustachios.  Tbey  began  to  clajj  their 
hands  and  shout  at  him,  and  some  of  them 
ran  after  him  and  lashed  his  buttocks  with 
leather  straps.  They  then  took  him  and 
set  him  upon  an  ass  which  they  met  by 
chance,  and  carried  him  through  the  toAvn, 
exposed  to  the  laughter  of  the  people. 

To  complete  his  misfortune,  as  he  went 
by  the  judge's  house,  he  would  needs  know 
the  cause  of  the  tumidt.  The  curriers  told 
him,  that  they  sav/  him  come  in  that  con- 
dition out  at  the  gate  of  the  ajjartment  of 
the  grand  vizier's  women,  which  opened  into 
then-  street ;  upon  which  the  judge  ordered 
iinfortunate  Baekljarah  to  have  a  hundred 
blov\s  with  a  cane  on  the  soles  of  his  feet, 
and  scut  him  out  of  the  town,  with  orders 
never  to  return  again. 

Thus,  commander  of  the  faithfid,  said  I 
to  the  caliph  Monstanser  Billah,  I  have 
given  an  account  of  the  adventure  of  my 
second  brother,  who  did  not  know  that  our 
greatest  ladies  divert  themselves  sometimes 
by  i^utting  such  tricks  upon  young  people, 
who  are  so  foolisli  to  bo  caught  in  the 
snare. 

Scheherazade  was  obUged  to  stop  here, 
because  day  appeared  :  the  next  night  she 
diverted  the  sultan  with  the  following 
story  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Seventy-Tliird  Night. 

Sir,  the  barber,  Avithout  leaving  off,  told 
the  story  of  his  thud  brother  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  : — 


THE  STOKY  OF  THE  BAKEEIl  .S  TUIKl)  BROTIIEK. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  said  he  to  the 
caliph,  my  third  brother,  whose  name  was 
Backbac,  was  blind,  and  his  evil  destiny- 
reduced  him  to  beg  from  door  to  door. 
He  had  been  so  long  accustomed  to  walk 
thi-ough  the  streets  alone,  that  he  wanted 
none  to  lead  him.  He  had  a  custom  to 
knock  at  people's  doors,  and  not  to  answer 
till  they  opened  to  him.  One  day  he 
knocked  thus  at  a  door,  and  the  master 
of  the  house,  who  was  alone,  cried,  "Who 
is  there  V "  My  brother  gave  no  answer,  and 
knocked  a  second  time.  The  master  of  the 
house  askeel  again  and  again,  "Who  is 
there?"  but  to  no  purj^ose :  nobody  an- 
swered. Upon  which  he  came  down,  opened 
the  door,  and  asked  my  brother  what  he 
■\\  anted.  "  Give  me  something,  for  Heaven's 
sake,"  said  Backbac.  "  Y"ou  seem  to  be 
blind,"  rejjlied  the  master  of  the  house. 
"  Yes,  to  my  sorrow,"  said  my  brother. 
"  Give  me  your  hand,'  said  the  master  of 
the  house.     ]\ly  brother  did  so,  thinking  he 


THE  BARBERS  ELDEST  BROTHER. 


1S3 


was  going  to  give  Iiiui  alms ;  but  lie  only 
took  him  by  the  hand  to  lead  him  up  to  his 
chamber.  Backbac  thought  he  had  been 
carrying  him  to  dine  with  him,  as  many 
other  people  had  done.  When  they  came 
up  to  the  chamber,  the  man  let  go  his  hand, 
and  sitting  down,  asked  him  again  what  he 
wanted.  "  I  have  ali-eady  told  you,"  said 
Backbac,  "  that  I  want  something,  for  God's 
sake."  "  Good  l)lind  man,"  replied  the 
master  of  the  house,  "all  that  I  can  do  for 
you  is  to  wish  that  God  may  restore  you 
your  sight."  "  You  might  have  told  me 
that  at  the  door,"  said  my  brother,  "and 
not  have  given  me  the  trouble  to  have  come 
,up  stall's."  "And  why,  fool,  said  the  man 
of  the  house,  "  do  not  you  answer  at  first, 
wlien  people  ask  you  who  is  there  ?  Why 
do  you  give  anybody  the  trouble  to  come 
and  open  the  door  when  they  speak  to  you  ? " 
"What  will  you  do  with  me,  then?"  said 
my  brother.  "  I  tell  you  again,"  said  the 
man  of  the  house,  "  I  have  nothing  to  give 
you."  "Help  me  down  the  stairs,  then," 
replied  Backbac,  "as  you  helped  me  up." 
"The  stairs  are  before  you,"  said  the  man 
of  the  house,  "  and  you  may  go  down  by 
yourself  if  you  will. "  My  brother  attempted 
to  go  down,  but  missiug  a  step  about  the 
midtUe  of  the  stairs,  he  fell  down  to  the 
Dottom,  and  hiu-t  his  head  and  his  back  :  he 
got  up  again  witli  a  great  deal  of  difficulty, 
and  went  out  cursing  the  master  of  the 
house,  who  laughed  at  his  fall. 

As  my  brother  went  out  of  the  house, 
two  blind  men,  his  companions,  were  going 
by,  knew  him  by  his  voice,  and  asked  him 
what  was  the  matter.  He  told  them  what 
had  hai)pened  to  him,  and  afterwards  said, 
"  I  have  eat  nothing  to-day  :  I  conjure  you 
to  go  along  with  me  to  my  house,  that  I 
may  take  some  of  the  money  that  we  three 
have  in  common  to  buy  me  something  for 
supper."  The  two  blind  men  agreed  to  it, 
and  they  went  home  with  him. 

You  must  know  that  the  master  of  the 
house  where  my  brother  was  so  ill-used  was 
a  highwayman,  and  of  a  cunning  and  mali- 
cious disposition.  He  heard  at  his  window 
what  Backbac  had  said  to  his  comioanions, 
and  therefore  came  down  and  followed  them 
to  my  brother's  house.  The  blind  men 
being  sat  down,  Backbac  said  to  them, 
"  Brothers,  we  must  shut  the  door,  and 
take  care  there  be  no  stranger  with  us." 
At  this  the  highwayman  was  much  per- 
lilexed;  but  ijerceiving  by  chance  a  rope 
hanging  down  from  a  beam,  he  caught  hold 
of  it,  and  hung  by  it,  while  the  blind  men 
shut  the  door,  and  felt  about  the  room  with 
their  sticks.  When  they  had  done  this,  and 
sat  down  again  in  their  jilaccs,  the  highway- 
man left  his  rope,  and  sat  down  softly  by 
my  brother  ;  who,  thinking  himself  :ilone 
with   his   blind    comrades,    said    to   them, 


"Brothers,  since  you  have  trusted  me  with 
the  money  which  we  all  three  have  been 
gathering  a  long  time,  I  will  shew  you  that 
I  am  not  unworthy  of  the  trust  that  you  re- 
pose in  me.  The  last  time  we  reckoned, 
you  know  we  had  ten  thousand  drachms, 
and  that  wc  put  them  into  ten  bags  ;  I  will 
shew  you  that  I  have  not  touched  one  of 
them ;"  and  having  said  so,  he  put  his  hand 
among  some  old  clothes,  and  taking  out 
the  bags  one  after  another,  gave  them  to 
his  comrades,  saying,  "  There  they  are  ;  you 
may  judge  by  their  weight  that  they  are 
whole,  or  you  may  teU  them  if  you  jjlease." 
His  comrades  answered  there  was  no  need, 
they  did  not  mistrust  him ;  so  he  opened 
one  of  the  bags,  and  took  out  ten  drachms, 
and  each  of  the  other  blind  men  did  the 
like. 

My  brother  put  the  bags  into  their  place 
again  :  after  which,  one  of  the  blind  men 
said  to  him,  "There  is  no  need  to  lay  out 
anything  for  supper,  for  I  have  got  as  much 
victuals  from  good  people  as  will  serve  us 
all  three."  At  the  same  time  he  took  out 
of  his  bag  bread  and  cheese,  and  some  fruit, 
and,  putting  aU  upon  the  table,  they  began 
to  eat.  The  highwayman,  who  sat  at  my 
brother's  right  hand,  picked  out  the  best, 
and  eat  with  them  ;  but,  whatever  care  he 
took  to  make  no  noise,  Backbac  heard  his 
cha2)s  going,  and  cried  out  immediately, 
"  We  are  undone  ;  there  is  a  stranger  among 
us  : "  and  having  said  so,  he  stretched  out  his 
hand,  and  caught  hold  of  the  highwayman 
by  the  arm,  cried  out,  "  Thieves,"  fell  ui)ou 
him,  and  boxed  him.  The  other  blind  men 
fell  upon  him  in  like  manner,  and  the  high- 
wayman defended  himself  as  well  as  he 
coiild  ;  and  being  young  and  vigorous,  and 
having  the  advantage  of  his  eyes,  he  gave 
furious  blows,  sometimes  to  one,  sometimes 
to  another,  as  he  coidd  come  at  them,  and 
cried  out,  "  Thieves,"  louder  than  they  did. 
The  neighbours  came  running  at  the  noise, 
broke  open  the  door,  and  had  much  ado  to 
separate  the  combatants  ;  but  having  at  last 
succeeded,  they  asked  the  cause  of  their 
quarrel.  My  brother,  who  still  had  hold  of 
the  highwayman,  cried  out,  "Gentlemen, 
this  man  I  have  hold  on  is  a  thief,  and  stole 
in  with  us  on  jjurpose  to  rol)  us  of  the  little 
money  we  have."  The  thief,  who  shut  his 
eyes  as  soon  as  the  neighbours  came,  feigned 
himself  blind,  and  cried  out,  "Gentlemen, 
he  is  a  liar.  I  swear  to  you  by  Heaven,  and 
by  the  life  of  the  caliph,  that  I  am  their 
companion,  and  they  refuse  to  give  me  my 
just  share.  They  have  all  three  fallen  upon 
inc,  and  I  demand  justice."  The  neighbours 
Avonld  not  interfere  in  their  quarrel,  but  car- 
ried them  all  before  the  judge. 

When  they  came  before  the  magistrate, 
the  liighwaymau,  without  staying  to  be  ex- 
amined,   cried    out,    still    feigning   himself 
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blind,  "  Sir,  since  yon  are  deputed  to  admi- 
nister justice  by  the  caliph,  whom  God 
prosper,  I  declare  to  you  that  we  are  equally 
criminal,  my  three  comrades  and  I ;  but  we 
have  all  engaged,  upon  oath,  to  confess  no- 
thing except  we  be  bastinadoed  ;  so  that  if 
you  would  know  our  crime,  you  need  only 
order  us  to  be  bastinadoed,  and  begin  with 
me."  My  brother  would  have  spoken,  but 
was  not  allowed  to  do  so  ;  and  the  highway- 
man was  })ut  under  the  bastinado. 

Here  Scheherazade  stopt,  because  it  was 
day,  and  the  next  night  she  resumed  her 
story  thus  : — 


The  Hiindrecl  and  Seventy-Fourth  Night. 

The  robber  being  under  the  bastinado,  had 
the  courage  to  bear  twenty  or  thirty  blows ; 
when,  pretending  to  be  overcome  with  j^ain, 
he  first  opened  one  ej'e,  and  then  the  other, 
and  ciying  out  for  mercy,  begged  the  judge 
would  jmt  a  stop  to  the  blows.  The  judge 
XJerceiving  that  he  looked  upon  him  with  his 
eyes  open,  was  much  surprised  at  it,  and 
said  to  him,  "Rogue,  what  is  the  meaning 
of  this  miracle ? "  "Sir,"  replied  the  high- 
wayman, "  I  will  discover  to  you  an  im- 
portant secret,  if  yo\i  pardon  me,  and  give 
me,  as  a  pledge  that  you  will  keep  your 
word,  the  seal-ring  which  you  have  on  your 
finger  :  I  am  ready  to  declare  the  whole 
mystery."  The  judge  consented,  gave  him 
his  ring,  and  promised  him  pardon.  ' '  Under 
this  promise,"  said  the  highwayman,  "I 
must  confess  to  you,  sir,  that  I  and  my 
three  comrades  do  all  of  lis  see  very  well. 
We  feigned  oiu'selves  to  be  bhud,  that  we 
might  freely  enter  peojjle's  houses,  and  into 
women's  apartments,  where  we  abuse  their 
weakness.  1  must  further  confess  to  you, 
that  by  this  trick  we  have  gained  together 
ten  thousand  drachms.  This  day  I  de- 
manded of  my  partners  two  thousand  five 
hundred  that  belonged  to  me  as  my  share  ; 
but  they  refused  because  I  told  them  I 
woidd  leave  them,  and  they  were  afraid  I 
shoidd  accuse  them.  Ujion  my  i)ressing 
still  to  have  my  share,  they  aU  three  fell 
upon  me ;  for  which  I  ajipeal  to  those 
people  who  brought  us  before  you.  I  ex- 
pect from  your  justice,  sir,  that  you  will 
make  them  deliver  me  the  two  thousand  five 
hundred  drachms  which  is  my  due  ;  and  if 
you  have  a  mind  that  my  comrades  shoidd 
confess  the  truth,  you  must  order  tliem 
three  times  as  many  blows  as  I  have  had, 
and  you  will  find  they  v/ill  open  their  eyes 
as  well  as  I  did." 

My  brother  and  the  other  two  blind  men 
would  have  cleared  themselves  of  this  horrid 
cheat,  but  the  judge  would  not  hear  them. 
I    "Villains,"  said  he,    "do   you  feign  your- 
selves bhnd,  then,  and,  under  that  pretext  of 


moving  their  compassion,  cheat  people,  and 
commit  such  crimes?"  "He  is  a  cheat," 
cried  my  brother,  "  and  we  take  God  to 
witness  that  none  of  us  can  see." 

All  that  my  brother  coidd  say  was  in  vain ; 
his  comrades  and  he  received  each  of  them 
two  hundred  blows.  The  judge  looked  when 
they  shoidd  have  opened  their  eyes,  and  as- 
criljcd  to  their  obstinacy  what  really  they 
could  not  do.  All  the  while,  the  highway- 
man said  to  the  blind  men,  "Poor  fools  that 
youare,  openyoiireyes,  and  do  notsufferyour- 
selves  to  be  beat  to  death."  Then  address- 
ing himself  to  the  judge,  said,  "  I  perceive, 
sir,  that  they  wiU  be  maliciously  obstinate 
to  the  last,  and  will  never  open  their  eyes. 
They  have  a  mind  certainly  to  avoid  the 
shame  of  reading  their  own  condemnation  in 
the  face  of  every  one  that  looks  upon  them ; 
it  were  better,  if  you  think  fit,  to  pardon 
them,  and  to  send  some  person  along  with 
me  for  the  ten  thousand  drachms  they  have 
hid." 

The  judge  did  so,  gave  the  highwayman 
two  thousand  five  hundred  drachms,  and 
kept  the  rest  himself ;  and  as  for  my  brother 
and  his  two  companions,  he  thought  he 
shewed  them  a  great  deal  of  pity  by  sentenc- 
ing them  only  to  be  banished.  As  soon  as 
I  heard  what  befel  my  brother,  I  ran  after 
him ;  he  told  me  his  misfortune,  and  I 
brought  him  back  secretly  to  the  town.  I 
coidd  easily  have  justified  him  to  the 
judge,  and  have  got  the  highwayman 
punished  as  he  deserved,  but  durst  not  at- 
tempt it,  for  fear  of  bringing  myself  into 
trouljle.  Thus  I  finished  the  sad  adventure 
of  my  honest  lilind  brother.  The  caliph 
laughed  at  it  as  much  as  at  those  he  had 
heard  before,  and  ordered  again  that  some- 
thing should  be  given  me ;  but  without 
staying  for  it,  I  began  the  story  of  my  fourth 
brother. 

THE  STOr.Y  OF  THK  BAEEEIl'.S  rOUKTH 
tlLOTUER. 

Alcouz  was  the  name  of  the  fourth  bro- 
ther, who  lost  one  of  his  eyes  upon  an  oc- 
casion that  I  shaU  have  the  honour  to  relate 
to  your  majesty.  He  was  a  butcher  by  pro- 
fession, and  had  a  particidar  way  of  teaching 
rams  to  fight,  bj'  which  he  gained  the  ac- 
quaintance and  friendship  of  the  chief  lords 
of  the  country,  who  loved  that  sport,  and 
for  that  end  kept  rams  at  their  houses  ;  he 
had,  besides,  a  very  good  trade,  and  had  his 
shop  always  full  of  the  best  meat,  because 
he  -v^as  very  rich,  and  spared  no  cost  for  the 
best  of  every  sort.  One  day,  when  he  was 
in  his  shop,  an  old  man  with  a  long  white 
beard  came  and  bought  six  jiounds  of  meat 
of  him,  gave  him  money  for  it,  and  went  his 
way.  My  brother  thought  the  money  so 
fine,  so  Avhite,  a-ad  so  weU  coined,  that  he 
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l)ut  it  apart  by  itself.  The  same  old  man 
came  cveiy  day  for  five  months  together, 
bought  a  like  quantity  of  meat,  and  paid  for 
it  ill  the  same  sort  of  money,  which  my  bro- 
ther continued  to  lay  apart  by  itself. 

At  the  end  of  five  months,  Alcouz,  having 
a  mind  to  buy  a  jiarcel  of  sheep,  and  to  pay 
for  them  in  this  fine  money,  opened  his 
chest ;  but,  instead  of  finding  his  money, 
was  extremely  surprised  to  see  nothing  in 
the  place  where  he  had  laid  it  but  a  parcel 
of  leaves  clipped  round  :  he  beat  his  head, 
and  cried  out  aloud,  which  presently  brought 
the  neighbours  about  him,  who  were  as 
much  surjjrised  as  he,  when  he  told  them 
the  story.  ' '  Oh ! "  cried  my  brother,  weeping, 
"that  this  treacherous  old  fellow  would  come 
now,  with  his  hypocritical  looks  ! "  He  had 
scarce  done  speaking,  when  he  saw  him 
coming  at  a  distance,  ran  to  him,  and  laid 
hands  on  him.  "Mussulmans!"  cried  he,  as 
loud  as  he  could,  "help!  hear  what  a  cheat 
this  wicked  fellow  has  jiut  upon  me  ! "  and,  at 
the  same  time,  told  a  great  crowd  of  people, 
who  came  about  him,  what  he  had  formerly 
told  his  neighbours.  When  he  had  done, 
the  old  man  said  to  him,  very  gravely  and 
calmly,  "You  had  better  let  me  go,  and  by 
that  means  make  amends  for  the  affront  you 
have  put  upon  me  before  so  many  peojile, 
for  fear  I  should  put  a  greater  affront  upon 
you,  which  I  should  be  sorry  to  do."  "How," 
said  my  brother,  "what  have  you  to  say 
against  me?  I  am  an  honest  man  in  my 
business,  and  fear  not  you,  nor  anybody." 
"You  woidd  have  me  speak  out  then,"  said 
the  old  man,  in  the  same  tone ;  and  turning  to 
the  people,  said  to  them,  "Know,  good  peo- 
ple that  this  fellow,  instead  of  selling  mut- 
ton, as  he  ought  to  do,  sells  man's  flesh." 
"You  are  a  cheat,"  said  my  brother.  "ISTo, 
no, "  said  the  old  man :  "  good  people,  this  very 
minute  that  I  am  speaking  to  him,  there  is 
a  man  with  his  throat  cut  hung  up  in  the 
shop  like  a  sheep ;  do  any  of  you  go  thither, 
and  see  if  what  I  say  be  not  true." 

Just  before  my  brother  had  opened  his 
chest,  he  had  killed  a  sheep,  dressed  it,  and 
exposed  it  in  the  shop,  according  to  custom. 
He  protesteil  that  what  the  old  man  said  was 
false ;  but  notwithstanding  all  his  protesta- 
tions, the  credulous  mob,  prejudiced  against 
a  man  accused  of  such  a  heinous  crime, 
would  go  to  see  whether  the  matter  was 
true.  They  obliged  my  brother  to  quit  the 
old  man,  laid  hold  of  him,  and  ran  like 
madmen  into  his  shop,  where  they  saw  a 
man  hung  up  with  his  throat  cut,  as  the  old 
man  had  told  them  ;  for  he  was  a  magician, 
and  deceived  the  eyes  of  all  jicople,  as  he  did 
my  brother,  when  he  made  him  take  leaves 
instead  of  money.  At  this  sight  one  of 
those  who  held  Alcouz  gave  him  a  great 
blow  with  his  fist,  and  said  to  him,  "Thou 
wicked  villain !  dust  thou  make  us  cat  men's 


flesh  instead  of  mutton  ?  "  And  at  the  same 
time  the  old  man  gave  him  another  blow, 
which  beat  out  one  of  his  eyes,  and  every- 
body that  could  get  near  him  beat  him;  and 
not  content  with  that,  they  carried  him  be- 
fore a  judge,  with  the  pretended  carcass  of 
the  man,  to  be  evidence  against  him.  "Sir," 
said  the  old  magician  to  the  judge,  "we  have 
brought  you  a  man  Avho  is  so  barbarous  as 
to  murder  people,  and  to  sell  their  flesh  in- 
stead of  mutton; — the  public  expects  that 
you  shall  punish  him  in  an  exemplary  man- 
ner." The  j  Lulge  heard  my  brother  with  pa- 
tience, bat  woidd  believe  nothing  of  the 
story  of  the  money  changed  into  leaves, 
called  my  brother  a  cheat,  told  him  he  woidd 
believe  his  own  eyes,  and  ordered  him  to  re- 
ceive five  hundred  blows.  He  afterwards 
made  him  tell  where  his  money  was,  took  it 
all  from  him,  and  banished  him  for  ever, 
after  having  made  him  ride  three  days 
through  the  city  vipon  a  camel,  exposed  to 
the  insults  of  the  people. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  daylight,  broke 
off,  and  next  night  continued  her  story  as 
follows  : — 


Tho  Hundred  and  Seventy-Fifth  Niglit. 

The  barber  went  on  thus  :  I  was  not  at 
Bagdad  when  this  tragical  adventure  befell 
my  fourth  brother.  He  retired  into  a  re- 
mote place,  where  he  lay  concealed  till  he 
was  cured  of  the  blows  with  which  his  back 
was  terriljly  maided.  When  he  was  able  to 
walk,  he  went  by  night  to  a  certain  town 
where  nobody  knew  him ;  and  there  he  took 
a  lodging,  from  whence  he  seldom  went  out. 
But  being  weary  of  this  confined  life,  he 
went  to  walk  in  one  of  the  suburbs,  where 
all  of  a  sudden  he  heard  a  great  noise  of 
horsemen  coming  behind  him.  He  was  then 
by  chance  near  the  gate  of  a  great  house ; 
and  fearing,  after  what  had  befallen  him, 
that  these  horsemen  were  pursuing  him,  he 
opened  the  gate,  in  order  to  hide  himself  ; 
and  after  he  shut  it,  came  into  a  great  court, 
where  immediately  two  servants  came,  and 
collaring  him,  said,  ' '  Heaven  be  praised  that 
you  have  come  of  your  own  accord  to  sur- 
render yourself  to  us !  You  have  frightened 
ns  so  much  these  three  last  nights,  that  we 
could  not  sleep ;  nor  woidd  you  have  spared 
our  lives,  if  we  had  not  prevented  you." 
You  may  very  well  imagine  my  brother  was 
much  surprised  at  this  compliment.  "Good 
people,"  said  he,  "I  know  not  what  you 
mean ;  you  certaiidy  talie  me  for  somebody 
else."  "No,  no,"  replied  they;  "we  know 
that  you  and  your  comrades  are  great  rob- 
bers :  you  were  not  contented  to  rob  our 
master  of  all  that  he  had,  and  to  reduce  him 
to  beggary,  but  you  had  ammd  to  take  his  life. 
Let  us  seea  little  if  you  have  not  a  knife  about 
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you,  which  you  had  iu  your  haud  when  you 
imrsued  us  last  night."  And  having  said  tliis, 
they  searched  him,  and  fomid  he  had  a 
knife.  "Ho !  ho ! "  cried  they,  laying  hold  of 
him,  "and  dare  you  say  that  you  are  not  a 
robber  ?  "  "  Why, "  said  my  brother,  ' '  cannot 
a  man  carry  a  knife  about  him  without  being 
a  highwayman  ?  If  you  will  hearken  to  my 
story,"  continued  he,  "instead  of  having  so 
bad  an  opinion  of  me,  you  wiU  be  touched 
with  compassion  at  my  misf ortimes. "  But  far 
from  hearkening  to  him,  they  fell  upon  him, 
trod  upon  him,  took  away  his  clothes,  and 
tore  his  shirt.  Then  seeing  his  scars  on  his 
back,  "0  dog  ! "  said  they,  redoubling  their 
blows,  "would  you  have  \is  believe  you  are 
an  honest  man,  when  your  back  shews  us 
the  contrary?"  "Alas!"  said  my  brother, 
"my  crimes  must  be  very  great,  since,  after 
having  been  abused  already  so  unjustly,  I 
am  abused  again  a  second  time,  without 
being  more  culjjable !  " 

The  two  servants,  no  way  moved  with  this 
complaint,  carried  him  before  the  judge  ; 
who  asked  him  how  he  durst  be  so  bold  as 
to  go  into  their  house,  and  pursue  them  with 
a  drawn  knife  ?  ' '  Sir, "  rejJied  poor  Alcouz, 
"  I  am  the  most  innocent  man  in  the  world, 
and  am  undone,  if  you  -noil  not  be  pleased 
to  hear  me  patiently  ;  nobody  deserves  more 
compassion."  "Sir,"  re^jlied  one  of  the 
domestics,  "Avill  you  listen  to  a  robber  who 
enters  ijeo])le's  houses  to  jjlimder  and  murder 
them?  If  you  wiU  not  believe  u.s,  only  look 
upon  his  back."  And  when  he  said  so,  he 
j  uncovered  my  brother's  back,  and  shewed  it 
to  the  judge ;  who,  without  any  other  infor- 
mation, commanded  immediately  to  give  him 
a  hundred  lashes  with  a  bidl's  pizzle  over  the 
shoidders,  and  made  him  afterwards  be  car- 
ried through  the  town  on  a  camel,  with  one 
crying  before  him,  "Thus  are  such  men  pun- 
ished as  enter  people's  houses  by  force." 
After  having  treated  him  thus,  they  Ijanished 
him  the  town,  and  forbid  him  ever  to  return 
to  it  again.  Some  people,  who  met  him 
after  the  second  misfortune,  brought  me 
word  where  he  was;  and  I  went  and  fetched 
liim  to  Bagdad  privately,  and  gave  him  all 
the  assistance  I  could.  The  caliph,  contin- 
ued the  barber,  did  not  laugh  so  much  at 
this  story  as  at  the  other.  He  was  jileased 
to  iiity  the  imfortunate  Alcouz,  and  ordered 
something  to  be  given  me.  But,  without 
gi^-ing  his  servants  time  to  obey  his  orders, 
I  continued  my  discourse,  and  said  to  him, 
My  sovereign  lord  and  master,  you  see  that 
I  do  not  talk  much;  and  since  your  majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  do  me  the  favour  to  lis- 
ten to  me  so  far,  I  l)eg  you  woidd  likewise 
liear  the  adventures  of  my  two  other  bro- 
thers. I  hope  they  will  Ijc  as  diverting  as 
those  of  the  former.  You  may  make  a 
complete  histoiy  of  them,  that  will  not  be 
unworthy  of  your  library.     I  shall  do  my- 


self the  honour  then  to  accjuaint  you  that 
the  fifth  brother  was  called  Alnaschar. 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  olf,  and  left  the 
rest  of  the  story  till  next  morning,  when 
she  continued  it  thus : — 


The  Hundred  and  Seventy-Sixth  Night. 

THE  STOEY  OF  THE  BAEBER'.S  FIFTH  BROTHER. 

Alxaschar,  as  long  as  our  father  lived,  was 
very  lazy ;  instead  of  working  for  his  living, 
he  used  to  go  begging  in  the  evening,  and 
to  live  next  day  upon  what  he  got.  Our 
father  died  in  a  veiy  old  age,  and  left  among 
us  seven  hundred  drachms  of  silver;  we 
divided  it  equally,  so  that  each  of  us  had  a 
hundred  for  our  share.  Alnaschar,  who  had 
never  so  much  money  before  in  his  lifetime, 
was  very  much  perplexed  to  know  what  he 
should  do  with  it.  He  consiUted  a  long 
time  with  himself,  and  at  last  resolved  to 
lay  it  out  iu  glasses,  bottles,  and  other  glass- 
ware, which  he  bought  of  a  wholesale  dealer. 
He  put  all  in  an  open  basket,  and  chose  a 
very  little  shop,  where  he  sat  with  the  bas- 
ket before  him,  and  his  back  against  the 
waU,  expecting  while  somebody  should  come 
and  buy  his  ^^  are.  In  this  2>osture  he  sat, 
with  his  eyes  fixed  on  his  basket,  and 
began  to  meditate  ;  during  which  he  spoke 
as  follows,  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  a 
neighboiuing  tailor.  "This  basket,"  said 
he,  "  cost  me  a  hundred  di-achms,  which  is 
aU  I  have  in  the  world  ;  I  shall  make  two 
hundred  of  it  by  retailing  my  glass  ;  and  of 
these  two  hundred  drachms,  which  I  will 
again  lay  out  in  glass-ware,  I  shall  make 
four  hiuidred ; — and  going  on  thus,  I  shaU 
at  last  make  four  thousand  drachms ;  of 
four  thousand  I  shall  easily  make  eight 
thousand,  and  when  I  come  to  ten  thousand, 
1  wiU  leave  off  selling  glass,  and  turn  jewel- 
ler. I  will  trade  in  diamonds,  pearls,  and 
all  sorts  of  precious  stones.  Then,  when  I 
am  rich  as  I  can  wish,  I  will  buy  a  fiue 
house,  a  great  estate,  slaves,  eunuchs,  and 
horses.  I  will  keep  a  good  house,  and  make 
a  great  figure  in  the  world  ;  I  will  send  for 
all  the  musicians  and  dancers  of  both  sexes 
in  town.  Nor  will  I  stoi>  here  :  I  will,  by 
the  favour  of  Heaven,  go  on  till  I  get  a  hun- 
dred thousand  drachms ;  and  when  I  have 
got  so  much,  I  will  think  myself  as  great  as 
a  prince,  and  send  to  demand  the  grand 
vizier's  daughter  in  marriage  ;  and  represent 
to  that  minister,  that  I  have  heard  mxich  of 
the  wonderful  beauty,  understanding,  wit, 
and  all  the  other  (pialities  of  liis  daughter. 
In  a  word,  that  I  will  give  liim  a  thousand 
pieces  of  gold  the  first  night  after  we  are 
married ;  and  if  the  vizier  be  so  uncivil  as 
to  refuse  Ijis  dauglitei',  which  cannot  be  sup- 
p<jyed,  i  will  go  and  carry  her  off  before  Ids 
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lacu,  and  take  her  to  my  house  whctlicr  ho 
will  or  no.  As  soon  as  I  have  married  the 
grand  vizier's  daughter,  I  will  buy  her  ten 
young  black  eunuchs,  the  handsomest  that 
can  be  had.  I  will  clothe  myself  like  a 
prince,  and,  mounted  ui)on  a  tine  horse,  with 
a  saddle  of  line  gold,  with  housings  of  cloth 
of  gold  finely  embroidered  with  diamonds 
and  pearls,  I  will  ride  through  the  city,  at- 
tended by  slaves  before  and  behind ;  and  I 
will  go  to  the  viziei-'s  palace,  in  view  of  all 
the  jieople,  great  and  small,  who  will  shew 
me  the  most  profound  respect.  When  T 
alight  at  the  foot  of  the  vizier's  staircase,  I 
Avill  go  up  the  same  through  my  own  people 
ranged  in  files  on  the  right  and  left;  and 
the  grand  vizier,  receiving  me  as  his  son-in- 
law,  shall  give  me  the  right  hand,  and  set 
me  above  him,  to  do  me  the  more  honour. 
If  this  comes  to  pass,  as  I  hope  it  will,  two 
of  my  people  shall  each  of  them  have  a 
purse  with  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  which 
tliey  shall  carry  with  them.  I  will  take 
one,  and  presenting  it  to  the  grand  vizier, 
will  tell  him,  '  There  is  the  thousand  pieces 
of  gold  that  I  promised  the  first  night  of 
marriage;'  and  I  will  offer  him  the  other, 
and  say  to  him,  '  There  is  as  much  more,  to 
shew  you  that  I  am  a  man  of  my  word, 
and  even  better  than  my  promise.'  After 
such  an  action  as  this,  all  the  world  will 
talk  of  my  generosity.  I  will  retiun  to  my 
own  house  in  the  same  pomp.  My  wife  will 
send  some  officer  to  compliment  me,  on  ac- 
count of  my  visit  to  the  vizier,  her  father ; 
I  will  honour  the  officer  with  a  fine  I'obe, 
and  send  him  back  with  a  rich  present.  If 
she  thinks  to  send  me  one,  I  Avill  not  accept 
it,  but  dismiss  the  bearer.  I  wiU  not  suffer 
her  to  go  out  of  her  apartment  on  any  ac- 
count whatever,  without  giving  me  notice  ; 
and  when  I  have  a  mind  to  come  to  her 
ajiartment,  it  shall  be  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  make  her  respect  me.  In  short,  no  house 
shall  be  better  ordered  than  mine.  I  will 
Ije  always  richly  clad.  When  I  retire  with 
my  wife  in  the  evening,  I  will  sit  on  the 
upper  hand  ;  I  will  affect  a  grave  air,  with- 
out turning  my  head  to  one  side  or  other. 
I  will  speak  little ;  and  whilst  my  \A'ife, 
beautiful  as  the  full  moon,  stands  before  me 
in  all  her  charms,  I  will  make  as  if  I  did  not 
see  her.  Her  women  about  her  will  say  to 
me,  '  Our  dear  lord  and  master,  here  is 
your  spouse,  your  humble  servant,  before 
you,  ready  to  receive  your  caresses,  and 
much  mortified  that  you  do  not  vouchsafe 
to  look  upon  her;  she  is  wearied  with  stand- 
ing so  long ;  bid  her,  at  least,  sit  down. ' 
I  will  give  no  answer  to  this  discourse, 
■which  will  increase  their  surprise  and  grief. 
They  will  prostrate  themselves  at  my  feet ; 
and  after  they  have  for  a  considerable  time 
entreated  me  to  relent,  I  will  at  last  lift  up 
my  head,  and  give  her  a  careless  look,  and 


resume  my  former  posture :  they  will  s\ip- 
pose  that  my  wife  is  not  well  enough  nor 
handsomely  enough  dressed,  and  wiU  caiTy 
her  to  her  closet,  to  change  her  apparel.  At 
the  same  time,  I  wiU  get  uj),  and  put  on  a 
more  magnilicent  suit  than  before :  they  Avill 
return  and  hold  the  same  discoiirse  with  me 
as  before,  and  I  will  have  the  jduasure  not 
so  much  as  to  look  upon  my  wife,  till  they 
have  prayed  and  entreated  as  long  as  they 
did  at  first.  Thus  I  will  l)egin  on  the  first 
day  of  marriage  to  teach  her  Avhat  she  is  to 
expect  during  the  rest  of  her  life." 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off,  because  it 
was  day;  and  next  morning  resumed  her 
story  as  f oUows : — 


The  Hundred  and  Seventy-Seventli  Mglit. 

The  prattling  barber  continued  the  his- 
tory of  his  fifth  brother  thus  : — "  After  the 
ceremonies  of  the  marriage,"  said  Aluaschar, 
"  I  will  take  from  one  of  my  servants,  who 
shall  be  about  me,  a  purse  of  five  hundred 
pieces  of  gold,  which  I  will  give  to  the  tire- 
Avomen,  that  they  may  leave  me  alone  with 
my  spovise.  When  they  are  gone,  my  wife 
shall  go  to  bed  first ;  then  I  will  lie  down 
by  her,  with  my  back  towards  her,  and  will 
not  say  one  word  to  her  all  night.  The  next 
morning  she  will  certainly  complain  of  my 
contempt  to  her,  and  of  my  j^ride,  to  her 
mother,  thegi-and  vizier's  wife,  which  will 
rejoice  my  heart.  Her  mother  will  come 
to  wait  upon  me,  respectfully  kiss  my  hands, 
and  say  to  me,  '  Sir, '  (for  she  will  not  dare 
to  call  me  son-in-law,  for  fear  of  provoking 
me  by  such  a  fanidiar  style),  '  I  entreat  you 
not  to  disdain  to  look  upon  my  daughter, 
and  refuse  to  come  near  her  :  I  assure  you 
that  her  chief  delight  is  to  please  you,  and 
that  she  loves  you  with  all  her  soul.'  But, 
in  spite  of  all  my  mother-in-law  can  say,  I 
win  not  answer  her  one  word,  but  keep  an 
obstinate  gravity.  Then  she  Avill  throw 
herself  at  my  feet,  kiss  them  repeatedly, 
and  say  to  me,  '  Sir,  is  it  possible  that  you 
can  suspect  my  daughter's  good  sense?  I 
assure  you  I  never  let  her  go  out  of  my 
sight.  You  are  the  first  man  that  ever  saw 
her  face  :  do  not  mortify  her  so  much  :  do 
her  the  favour  to  look  upon  her,  to  speak  to 
her,  and  confirm  her  in  her  good  intentions 
to  satisfy  you  in  everything.'  But  nothing 
of  this  shall  prevail  with  me.  Upon  which 
my  mother-in-law  will  take  a  glass  of  wine, 
and,  putting  it  in  the  hand  of  her  daughter 
my  wife,  will  say,  '  (;!o  present  him  this  glass 
of  wine  yourself;  perhaps  he  will  not  l)e  so 
cruel  as  to  refuse  it  from  so  fair  a  hand.' 
My  wife  will  come  with  the  glass,  and  stand 
trembling  before  me ;  and  when  she  finds 
that  I  do  not  look  towards  her,  but  that  I 
continue  to  disdain  her,  she  will  say  to  lue, 


188 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


with  tears  in  her  eyes,  'My  lieart,  my  dear 
soiil,  my  amiable  lord,  I  conjure  you,  by  the 
favours  which  heaven  licaps  upon  you,  to 
receive  this  glass  of  -nine  from  the  hand  of 
your  most  humble  servant ; '  but  I  will  not 
look  upon  her  still,  nor  answer  her.  '  My 
charming  sitouse,'  will  she  say,  redoubling 
her  tears,  and  putting  the  glass  to  my  mouth, 
'I  will  never  leave  off  till  I  prevail  with 
you  to  drink  :  '  then,  wearied  Avith  her 
entreaties,  I  will  dart  a  terrible  look  at  her, 
give  her  a  good  box  on  the  check,  and  such 
a  push  with  my  foot,  as  will  throw  her  to  a 
distance  from  the  sofa." 

My  brother  was  so  full  of  those  chimer- 
ical visions,  that  he  acted  with  his  foot  as  if 
she  had  been  really  before  him,  and  by  mis- 
fortime  he  gave  such  a  i)ush  to  his  basket 
and  glasses,  that  they  were  thrown  down  in 
the  street,  and  broken  in  a  thousand  iiieccs. 

The  tailor,  his  neighl)our,  who  heard  his 
extravagant  talk,  burst  into  a  great  lit  of 
laughter  when  he  saw  the  Ijasket  fall. 
"  Oh,  what  an  unworthy  fellow  art  thou  !  " 
said  he  to  my  brother :  "  ought  j-ou  not  to  be 
ashamed  to  abuse  thus  a  young  si^ouse,  who 
gave  you  no  cause  to  comi>lain.  You  must 
be  a  very  brutish  fellow  to  despise  the  tears 
and  charms  of  such  a  beautiful  lady.  Were 
I  the  vizier,  your  father-in-law,  I  would 
order  jt»u  a  hundred  lashes  with  a  bull's 
jiizzle,  and  send  you  through  the  town  with 
your  character  written  f»n  your  forehead." 
My  brother,  on  this  fatal  accident,  came  to 
himself,  and  perceiving  tliat  he  had  brought 
this  misfortune  upon  himself  by  his  insup- 
portable pride,  he  beat  his  face,  tore  his 
clothes,  and  cried  so  loud,  that  the  neigh- 
bours came  about  him  ;  and  the  jieoplc,  who 
were  going  to  their  noon-prayers,  stopjied 
to  know  what  was  the  matter.  Being  on  a 
Friday,  more  jicople  went  to  jirayers  than 
usual :  some  of  them  took  jiity  on  Alnaschar, 
and  others  only  laughed  at  him  for  his  ex- 
travagance. In  the  meantime,  his  vanity 
being  dispersed  with  his  i)ro2icrty,  he  bit- 
terly bewailed  his  loss  ;  and  a  lady  of  rank 
passing  by  iijjon  a  mide  richly  caparisoned, 
my  brother's  situation  inoved  her  compas- 
sion. She  asked  him  who  he  was,  and  what 
he  cried  for  ?  They  told  her,  that  he  was  a 
jjoor  man,  who  had  laid  out  the  little  money 
he  was  worth  in  the  purchase  of  a  basket  of 
glassware,  and  that  the  basket  had  fallen 
over,  and  all  his  glasses  were  broken.  The 
lady  immediately  turned  to  an  eunuch  who 
attended  her,  and  said  to  him,  "Give  the 
poor  man  what  you  have  al)0ut  you."  The 
eunuch  obeyed,  and  i)ut  into  my  brother's 
hands  a  purse,  with  live  hundred  pieces  of 
gold.  Alnaschar  was  ready  to  die  with  joy 
v.hen  he  received  it.  lie  gave  a  thousand 
l>lessings  to  the  lady,  and  .shiitting  up  his 
shop  where  lie  had  no  more  occasion  to  sit, 
he  went  to  his  house. 


While  he  was  making  deep  rellections 
upon  his  good  luck,  he  heard  somebody 
knock  at  his  door  :  before  he  opened,  he 
asked  who  it  was  ;  and  knowing  by  the 
voice  that  it  was  a  woman,  he  let  her  in. 
"My  son,"  said  she,  "I  have  a  favour  to 
beg  f)f  you  :  the  hour  of  prayer  is  come  ; 
pray  let  me  Avash  myself,  that  I  may  be  fit 
to  say  my  prayers.  Pray  let  me  come  into 
yoiu-  house,  and  give  me  a  basin  of  water." 
My  brother  looked  at  her,  and  saAv  that  she 
was  a  woman  well  advanced  in  years  : 
though  he  knew  her  not,  he  granted  her 
recpiest,  and  sat  doAvn  again,  still  full  f)f  his 
new  adventure.  He  piit  his  gold  in  a  long 
straight  purse,  projier  to  carry  at  his  girdle. 
The  okl  woman  in  the  meantime  said  her 
prayers,  and  when  she  had  done,  came  to 
my  brother,  and  bowed  twice  to  the  groimd 
so  low,  that  she  touched  it  with  her  fore- 
head, as  if  she  had  been  going  to  say  her 
prayers  :  then  rising  up,  she  wished  my 
brother  all  happiness. 

The  day  beginning  to  dawn,  Schehera- 
zade left  off,  and  next  night  resumed  her 
discoiu-se,  persouatiug  the  barber,  as  fol- 
lows : — 


TliG  Iluudrccl  and  Seventy-Eighth  Night. 

Tiis  old  woman,  as  I  said,  wished  my 
brother  all  happiness,  and  thanked  him  for 
his  civility.  Being  meanly  clad,  and  very 
huml)le,  he  thought  she  asked  alms,  upon 
which  he  offered  her  two  pieces  of  gold. 
The  old  woman  stepped  back  in  a  sort  of 
siu-prisc,  as  if  my  brother  had  affronted  her. 
"  Good  God  ! "  said  .she,  "what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  this  ?  Is  it  possible,  sir,  that  you 
took  me  for  one  of  those  impudent  l)cggars 
who  push  into  people's  houses  to  ask  alms  ? 
Take  back  your  money ;  I  need  it  not, 
thank  heaven.  I  belong  to  a  young  lady 
f)f  this  city,  who  is  a  charming  beauty,  and 
very  rich ;  she  lets  me  want  for  nothing." 

My  brother  was  not  cunning  enougli  to 
])erceive  the  craft  of  the  old  woman,  who 
r)nly  refused  the  two  pieces  of  gold  that  she 
might  catch  more.  He  asked  her  if  she 
could  not  x>rocure  him  the  honour  of  seeing 
that  lady.  "With  all  my  heart,"  rciilied 
she  ;  "she  will  be  very  glad  to  maiTy  you, 
and  to  put  you  in  jiossession  of  her  fortune, 
by  making  you  master  of  her  person.  'l\ake 
up  your  money  and  follow  mc."  My  bro- 
ther being  ravished  with  his  good  luck  of 
finding  so  great  a  sum  of  money,  and  almost 
at  the  same  time  a  beautiful  and  rich  Avifc, 
.shut  his  eyes  to  all  other  considerations;  so 
that  he  took  his  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold, 
and  followed  the  old  -woman.  She  walked 
before  him,  and  he  followed  at  a  distance, 
to  the  gate  of  a  great  house,  where  she 
knocked.       He  came  up  to  her  just  as  a 
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young  Greek  slave  opened  the  gate.  The 
old  woman  made  him  enter  lirst,  crossed  a 
i  -well-paved  court,  and  introduced  him  into  a 
hall,  the  furniture  of  which  confirmed  him 
in  the  good  opinion  ho  had  conceived  of  the 
mistress  of  the  house.  While  the  old  wo- 
man went  to  acquaint  the  lady,  he  sat  down, 
and  the  weather  heing  hot,  put  off  his  tur- 
ban, and  laid  it  by  him.  He  S])eedily  saw 
the  young  lady  come  in,  whose  beauty  and 
rich  api)arel  perfectly  surprised  him  ;  he  got 
up  as  soon  as  he  saw  her.  The  lady,  with 
a  smiling  countenance,  prayed  him  to  sit 
down  again,  and  placed  herself  by  him  :  she 
told  him  she  was  very  glad  to  see  him ;  and 
after  having  spoken  some  engaging  words  to 
him,  said,  "  We  do  not  sit  here  at  our  ease. 
Come,  give  me  your  hand."  At  these  words 
she  presented  him  hers,  and  carried  him 
into  an  inner  chamber,  where  she  conversed 
with  him  for  some  time  ;  then  she  left  him, 
bidding  him  stay, — she  would  be  with  him 
in  a  moment.  He  waited  for  her  ;  but  in- 
stead of  a  lady  came  in  a  great  black  slave, 
with  a  scimitar  in  his  hand,  and  looking 
upon  my  brother,  Avitli  a  terrible  aspect, 
said  to  him  fiercely,  "What  have  you  to  do 
here  ?"  Alnasehar  was  so  frightened  at  the 
sight  of  the  slave,  that  he  had  not  power  to 
answer.  The  black  stripped  him,  carried 
oir  his  gold,  and  gave  him  several  liesli 
wounds  with  his  scimitar.  My  unha^jpy 
brother  fell  to  the  ground,  where  he  lay 
Avithout  motion,  though  he  had  still  the  \ise 
of  his  senses.  The  black,  thinking  him  to 
be  dead,  asked  for  salt  :  the  (ireek  slave 
brought  him  a  basin  fidl :  they  rubbed  my 
brother's  wounds  with  it,  who  had  so  much 
command  of  himself,  notwithstanding  the 
intolerable  jiaiu  it  jjut  him  to,  that  he  lay 
still,  without  giving  any  sign  of  life.  The 
black  and  the  Greek  slave  being  retired, 
the  old  woman,  who  drew  my  brother  into 
the  snare,  came  and  dragged  him  by  the 
feet  to  a  trap-door,  which  she  opened,  and 
threw  him  into  a  place  iinder  ground, 
amo)ig  the  corpses  of  several  other  people 
that  had  been  murdered.  He  i^erceived  this 
as  soon  as  he  came  to  himself,  for  the  vio- 
lence of  the  fall  had  taken  away  his  senses. 
The  salt  rubbed  into  his  wounds  preserved 
his  life,  and  he  recovered  strength  by  de- 
grees, so  as  he  was  able  to  walk.  After  two 
days  he  opened  the  trap-door  in  the  night, 
and  finding  in  the  court  a  place  proper  to 
hide  himself  in,  continued  there  till  break  of 
day,  when  he  saw  the  cursed  old  woman 
open  the  gate  to  the  street,  and  go  out  to 
seek  another  prey.  He  stayed  in  the  place 
some  time  after  she  M-ent  out,  that  she 
might  not  see  him,  and  then  came  to  me 
for  shelter,  when  he  told  me  of  his  adven- 
tures. 

In  a  mcuth's  time  he  was  perfectly  cured 
of  his  wounds  by  medicines  that  I  gave  him, 


and  resolved  to  avenge  himself  of  the  old 
woman,  who  had  put  such  a  barbarous  cheat 
upon  him.  To  this  end  he  took  a  bag,  large 
enough  to  contain  live  hundred  pieces  of  gold, 
and  tilled  it  with  jtieces  of  glass. 

Here  Scheherazade  stopt  till  next  morn- 
ing, when  she  went  on  thus  : — 


The  Hunclred  and  Seventy-Ninth  Night. 

My  brother,  continued  the  barber,  fasten- 
ed tho  bag  of  glass  about  him,  disguised 
himself  like  an  old  woman,  and  took  a 
scimitar  imder  his  gown.  One  morning  he 
met  the  old  woman  walking  through  the 
town  to  seek  her  prey  ;  he  came  up  to  her, 
and  counterfeiting  a  woman's  voice,  said  to 
her,  ' '  Cannot  you  lend  me  a  pair  of  scales  ? 
I  am  a  woman  newly  come  from  Persia, 
have  brought  live  hundred  pieces  of  gold 
with  me,  and  would  know  if  they  are 
weight."  "Good  woman,"  answered  the  old 
hag,  "  you  could  not  have  applied  to  a  pro- 
perer  person  :  follow  me  ;  T  will  bring  you 
to  my  son,  who  changes  money,  and  will 
weigh  them  himself,  to  save  you  the  trouble. 
Let  us  make  haste,  for  fear  he  go  to  his 
shop."  My  brother  followed  her  to  tho 
house  where  she  carried  him  the  first  time, 
and  the  Greek  slave  opened  the  door. 

The  old  woman  carried  my  brother  to  the 
hall,  where  she  bid  him  stay  a  moment  till 
she  called  her  son.  The  pretended  son 
came,  and  proved  to  be  the  villainous  black 
slave.  "  Come,  old  woman,"  said  he  to  my 
brother,  "rise  and  follow  me:"  having 
spoken  thus,  he  went  before  to  bring  him  to 
the  place  where  he  designed  to  murder  him. 
Alnasehar  got  up,  followed  him,  and  draw 
ing  his  scimitar,  gave  him  such  a  dexterous 
blow  behind  on  the  neck,  that  he  cut  off  his 
head,  which  he  took  in  one  hand,  and,  drag- 
ging the  corpse  with  the  other,  threw  them 
both  into  the  place  vmder  ground  before 
mentioned.  The  Greek  slave,  who  was 
accustomed  to  the  trade,  came  presently 
with  a  basin  of  salt ;  but  when  she  saw 
Alnasehar  with  his  scimitar  in  his  hand, 
and  without  his  veil,  she  laid  down  the 
basin,  and  fled.  But  my  brother  overtak- 
ing her,  cut  off  her  head  also.  The  wicked 
old  woman  came  running  at  the  noise,  and 
my  brother  seizing  her,  said  to  her,  "Trea- 
cherous wretch  !  do  not  yon  know  me  ? " 
"Alas,  sir!"  answered  she,  trembling,  "who 
are  you  ?  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  saw 
you."  "I  am,"  said  he,  "the  person  to 
whose  house  you  came  the  other  day  to 
wash  and  say  yom-  prayers.  Hypocritical 
hag ! "  said  he,  "do  not  you  remember  it  V" 
Then  she  fell  on  her  knees  to  beg  his  pardon, 
but  he  cut  her  in  four  pieces. 

There  remained  only  the  lady,  who  knew 
nothing  of  what  had  passed  :  he  sought  her 
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out,  and  founrl  her  in  a  chamber,  where  she 
•was  ready  to  sink  when  she  saw  him  :  she 
begged  her  life,  which  he  generously  gi-autud. 
"Madam,"  said  he,  "how  coidd  you  live 
with  such  wicked  people,  as  I  have  so  justly 
revenged  myself  upon  now?"  "I  was," 
said  she,  "  wife  to  an  honest  merchant ; '  and 
the  cursed  old  woman,  whose  wickedness  I 
did  not  know,  used  sometimes  to  come  to 
see  me.  '  Madam,'  said  she  to  me  one  day, 
'we  have  a  very  fine  wedding  at  our  house, 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  see,  if  you  give 
us  the  honour  of  your  company:'  I  was  per- 
suaded by  her,  put  on  my  best  apparel,  and 
took  with  me  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold.  I 
followed  her  ;  she  brought  me  to  this  house, 
where  the  black  has  siace  kept  me  by  force, 
and  I  have  been  three  years  here,  to  ray 
very  great  sorrow."  "  By  the  trade  which 
that  cursed  black  followed,"  rephed  my  bro- 
ther, "he  must  have  gathered  together  a 
vast  deal  of  riches."  "  There  is  so  much," 
said  she,  "that  you  will  be  made  for  ever, 
if  you  carry  them  off :  follow  me,  and  you 
shall  see  them."  Alnaschar  followed  her  to 
a  chamber,  where  she  shewed  him  several 
coffers  full  of  gold,  which  he  beheld  with 
admiration.  "Go,"  said  she,  " fetch  jieople 
enough  to  cai-ry  it  all  off."  My  brother 
needed  not  be  bid  twice  :  he  went  out,  and 
stayed  only  till  he  got  ten  men  together, 
and  brought  them  with  him,  and  was  much 
surprised  to  find  the  gate  open,  but  more 
when  he  found  the  lady  and  coffers  all  gone  ; 
for  she  being  more  diligent  than  he,  carried 
them  all  off  and  disappeared.  However, 
being  resolved  not  to  return  empty-handed, 
he  can-ied  off  all  the  furniture  he  could  find 
in  the  house,  which  was  a  great  deal  more 
than  enough  to  make  up  the  five  hundred 
pieces  of  gold  he  was  robbed  of  ;  but  when 
he  went  out  of  the  house,  he  forgot  to  shut 
the  gate.  The  neighbours,  who  saw  my 
brother  and  the  porters  come  and  go,  went 
and  acquainted  the  magistrate  with  it,  for 
they  looked  upon  my  brother's  conduct  as 
suspicious.  Alnaschar  slept  well  enough  all 
night ;  but  the  next  morning,  when  he  came 
out  of  his  house,  he  found  twenty  of  the 
magistrate's  men,  who  seized  him.  "  Come 
along  with  us,"  said  they;  "our  master 
would  speak  with  you. "  My  brother  prayed 
them  to  have  patience  for  a  moment,  and 
offered  them  a  sum  of  money  to  let  him 
escape  ;  but  instead  of  listening  to  him, 
they  bound  him,  and  forced  him  to  go 
along  with  them.  They  met  in  the  street 
an  old  acquaintance  of  my  brother's,  who 
stopped  them  awhile,  and  asked  them  why 
they  seized  my  brother,  and  offered  them  a 
considerable  sum  to  let  him  escape,  and  tell 
the  magistrate  they  coidd  not  find  him. 
But  this  woidd  n(jt  do  ;  so  he  was  carried 
before  the  magistrate. 

Here  Scheherazade  left  off,  because  she 


saw  day  ;  but  resumed  her  story  thus  next 
moi-ninGT : — 


The  Hundred  and  Eightieth  Night 

When  the  officers  brought  him  before  the 
magistrate,  he  asked  him  where  he  had  the 
goods  which  he  carried  home  last  night  ? 
"Sir,"  replied  Alnaschar,  "I  am  ready  to 
tell  you  aU  the  truth  ;  but  allow  me  first  to 
have  recourse  to  j-our  clemency,  and  to  beg 
your  promise,  that  nothing  shall  be  done  to 
me."  "I  give  it  you,"  said  the  magistrate. 
Then  my  brother  told  him  the  whole  story 
without  disguise,  from  the  time  the  old 
woman  came  into  the  house  to  say  her 
prayers,  to  the  time  the  lady  made  her 
escajie,  after  he  had  killed  the  black,  the 
Greek  slave,  and  the  old  woman  :  and  as 
for  what  he  had  carried  to  his  house,  ho 
prayed  the  judge  to  leave  him  part  of  it, 
for  the  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold  that  he 
was  robbed  of. 

The  judge,  without  promising  anything, 
sent  his  ofiicers  to  bring  off  all,  and  having 
put  the  goods  into  his  own  wardrobe,  com- 
manded my  brother  to  quit  the  to^\•n  imme- 
diately, and  never  to  return,  for  he  was 
afraid,  if  my  brother  had  stayed  in  the  city, 
he  woidd  have  found  some  way  to  represent 
this  injustice  to  the  caliph.  In  the  mean- 
time, Alnaschar  obeyed  without  murmuring, 
and  left  that  town  to  go  to  another  :  by  the 
way  he  met  with  highwaymen,  who  stript 
him  naked  ;  and  when  the  ill  news  was 
brought  to  me,  I  carried  him  a  suit,  and 
brought  him  secretly  again  into  the  town, 
where  I  took  the  like  care  of  him  as  I  did  of 
his  other  brothers. 


The  Hundred  and  Eightieth  Night 
Continued. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  BAEEER's  SIXTH  EROTHER. 

I  AM  now  only  to  tell  you  the  story  of  my 
sixth  brother,  called  Schacabac,  with  the 
hare-lips.  At  first  he  was  industrioTis 
enough  to  improve  the  hundred  drachms  of 
silver  which  fell  to  his  share,  and  went  on 
very  well ;  but  a  reverse  of  fortune  brought 
him  to  beg  his  bread,  which  he  did  with  a 
great  deal  of  dexterity.  He  studied  chiefly 
to  get  into  great  men's  houses,  by  means  of 
their  servants  and  officers,  that  he  might 
have  access  to  their  masters,  and  obtain 
their  charity.  One  daj',  as  he  passed  by  a 
magnificent  hoTise,  whose  high  gate  shewed 
him  a  very  spacious  court,  where  there  was 
a  nudtitude  of  servants,  he  went  to  one  of 
them,  and  asked  him  to  whom  that  house 
belonged,     "Good  man,"   replied  the  ser- 
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v.int,  "whence  do  you  come,  that  you  ask 
mc  such  a  question  ?  Does  not  all  that  you 
see  make  you  understand  that  it  is  the 
palace  of  a  Barmecide  ? "  *  My  brother,  who 
very  well  knew  the  liberality  and  generosity 
of  the  Barmecides,  addressed  himself  to  one 
of  his  porters  (for  he  had  more  than  one,) 
and  prayed  him  to  give  him  an  alms.  "Go 
in,"  said  he,  "nobody  hinders  you,  and 
address  j'ourself  to  the  master  of  the  house  ; 
he  will  send  you  back  satisfied." 

My  brother,  who  expected  no  such 
civility,  thanked  the  porters,  and  with  their 
permission  entered  the  palace,  which  was  so 
large,  that  it  took  him  a  considerable  time 
to  reach  the  Barmecide's  ajiartment ;  at  last 
he  came  to  a  fine  square  building  of  an 
excellent  architecture,  and  entered  by  a 
jiorch,  through  which  he  saw  one  of  the 
finest  gardens  with  gravel  walks  of  several 
colours,  extremely  pleasant  to  the  eye  :  the 
lower  apartments  round  this  square  were 
most  of  them  open,  and  were  shut  only  with 
great  curtains  to  keeji  out  the  sun,  which 
were  opened  again  when  the  heat  was  over, 
to  let  in  the  fresh  air. 

Such  an  agreeable  place  would  have 
struck  my  bi-other  with  admiration,  even  if 
his  mind  had  been  more  at  ease  than  it  was. 
He  went  on  till  he  came  into  a  hall  richly 
furnished,  and  adorned  with  paintings  of 
gold  and  azure  foliage,  where  he  saw  a 
venerable  man  with  a  long  white  beard, 
sitting  at  the  ujiper  end  on  a  sofa,  whence 
lie  concluded  him  to  be  the  master  of  the 
house  ;  and  in  fact  it  was  the  Barmecide 
himself,  who  said  to  my  brother  in  a  very 
civil  manner,  that  he  was  welcome ;  and 
asked  him  what  he  wanted.  "My  lord," 
answered  my  brother,  in  a  begging  tone, 
"I  am  a  poor  man  who  stands  in  need  of 
the  help  of  such  rich  and  generoiis  persons 
as  yourself."  He  could  not  have  addressed 
himself  to  a  fitter  person  than  this  lord,  who 
had  a  thousand  good  qualities. 

The  Barmecide  seemed  to  be  artonislied 
at  my  brother's  answer,  and  putting  Ijoth 
his  hands  to  his  stomach,  as  if  he  would 
rend  his  clothes  for  grief,  "  Is  it  possible," 
cried  he,  "that  I  am  at  Bagdad,  and  that 
such  a  man  as  you  is  so  poor  as  you  say  ? 
This  is  what  must  never  be."  My  brother 
fancying  that  he  was  going  to  give  him  some 
singidar  mark  of  his  bounty,  blessed  him  a 
thousand  times,  and  wished  him  all  sorts  of 
happiness.  "It  shall  not  be  said,"  replied 
the  Barmecide,  "  that  I  will  abandon  you, 
nor  will  I  have  you  leave  me."  "Sir," 
replied  my  brother,  ' '  I  swear  to  you  I  have 
not  eaten  one  bit  to-day."  "Is  that  true," 
replied  th'e  Barmecide,  "  that  you  are  fast- 
ing   till    now  ?      Alas,    poor    man !    he  is 

*  The  Bavmccidos,  as  has  heen  said  ah'cady,  were  a 
noble  family  of  rei-sia,  who  settled  at  Bagdad. 


ready  to  die  for  Imngcr.  Ho,  boy,"  cried 
he,  with  a  loud  voice,  "bring  a  basin  and 
water  presently,  that  wc  may  wash  our 
hands."  Though  no  boy  appeared,  and  my 
bi'other  saw  neither  water  nor  basin,  the 
Barmecide  fell  to  rubbing  his  hands,  as  if 
one  had  poured  water  upon  them,  and  bid 
my  brother  come  and  wash  with  him. 
Schacabac  judged  by  that,  that  the  Barme- 
cide lord  loved  to  be  merry ;  and  he  himself 
understanding  raillery,  and  knowing  that 
the  poor  must  be  complaisant  to  the  rich,  if 
they  woidd  have  anything  from  them,  he 
came  forward,  and  did  as  ho  did. 

' '  Come  on, "  said  the  Barmecide ;  ' '  bring 
us  something  to  eat,  and  do  not  let  us  stay 
for  it."  When  he  had  said  so,  though  no- 
thing was  brought,  he  began  to  cut,  as  if 
something  had  been  brought  him  upon  a 
plate,  and  juitting  his  hand  to  his  mouth, 
began  to  chew,  and  said  to  my  brother, 
"Come,  friend,  eat  as  freely  as  if  you  were 
at  home :  come,  eat ;  you  said  you  were 
like  to  die  of  hunger,  but  you  eat  as  if  you 
had  no  stomach."  "Pardon  me,  my  lord," 
said  Schacabac,  who  perfectly  imited  what 
he  did,  "you  see  I  lose  no  time,  and  that 
I  play  my  part  well  enough."  "How  like 
you  this  bread?"  said  the  Barmecide  :  "do 
not  you  find  it  very  good?"  "0  my 
lord,"  said  my  brother,  who  saw  neither 
bread  nor  meat,  "  I  never  ate  anything  so 
white  and  so  line."  "Eat  your  bellyful," 
said  the  Barmecide;  "I  assure  you,  the 
woman  who  bakes  mc  this  good  bread  cost 
me  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold  to  purchase 
her." 

Here  Scheherazade  stopt,  because  it  was 
day,  and  next  night  went  on  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Eighty-First  Night. 

The  Barmecide,  said  the  barber,  after  hav- 
ing boasted  so  much  of  his  bread,  v/hich 
my  brother  eat  only  in  idea,  cried,  ' '  Boy, 
bring  us  another  dish  :"  and  though  no  boy 
appeared,  "Come,  my  good  friend,"  said  he 
to  my  brother,  "taste  this  new  dish,  and 
tell  me  if  ever  you  eat  better  mutton  and 
barley-broth  than  this."  "  It  is  admirably 
good,"  replied  my  brother,  "and  therefore 
you  see  I  eat  heartily."  "You  oldige  me 
highly,"  replied  the  Barmecide  ;  "I  conjure 
you  then,  by  the  satisfaction  T  have  to  see 
you  eat  so  heartily,  that  you  eat  all  up, 
since  you  like  it  so  well."  A  little  while 
after  he  called  for  a  goose,  and  sweet  sauce, 
made  up  of  vinegar,  honey,  dry  raisins,  gray 
l)eas,  and  dry  figs,  which  was  brought  jiist 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  was.  "  The 
goose  is  very  fat,"  said  the  Barmecide,  "eat 
only  a  leg  and  £i  wing ;  we  must  save  our 
stomachs,  for  we  have  abundance  of  other 
dishes   to  come."     He   actually  called  for 
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several  other  dishes,  of  which  my  hrother, 
■\vho  was  ready  to  die  of  hunger,  pretended 
to  eat ;  but  what  he  Ijoasted  of  more  than 
all  the  rest,  was  a  lamb  fed  with  pistachio 
nuts,  which  he  ordered  to  be  brought  up  in 
the  same  manner  that  the  rest  wei-e.  "And 
here  is  a  dish,"  said  the  Barmecide,  "that 
you  will  see  at  nobody's  table  but  my  own ; 
I  Avould  have  you  eat  yoiu-  belly  fid  of  it." 
Having  spoken  thus,  he  stretched  out  his 
hand,  as  if  he  had  a  piece  of  lamb  in  it,  and 
putting  it  to  my  brother's  mouth,  "  There," 
said  he,  "swallow  that,  and  you  will  judge 
whether  I  had  not  reason  to  boast  of  this 
dish."  My  brother  thrust  out  his  head, 
opened  his  mouth,  and  made  as  if  he  took 
the  piece  of  lamb,  and  eat  it  with  extreme 
jileasure.  "I  knew  you  would  like  it,''  said 
the  Barmecide.  "  There  is  nothing  in  the 
world  finer,"  rejilied  my  brother;  "your 
table  is  most  delicious."  "Come,  bring  the 
ragout  presently  ;  I  fancy  you  Vv'ill  like  that 
as  well  as  you  did  the  lamb.  Well,  how  do 
you  relish  it?"  said  the  Barmecide.  "  Oh  I 
it  is  wonderful,"  replied  Schacabac ;  "for 
here  we  taste  all  at  once,  amber,  cloves, 
nutmeg,  ginger,  jjepper,  and  the  most  odo- 
riferous herbs ;  and  all  these  delicacies  are 
so  well  mixed,  that  one  does  not  prevent 
our  tasting  the  other.  How  pleasant  ! " 
"  Honoiir  this  ragout,"  said  the  Barmecide, 
"by  eating  heartily  of  it.  Ho,  boy  !  "  cried 
he,  "bring  us  a  new  ragout."  "No,  my 
lord,  if  it  please  you,"  replied  my  brother, 
"for  indeed  I  can  eat  no  more," 

"Come,  take  away  then,"  said  the  Bar- 
mecide, "and  bring  the  fruit."  He  staid  a 
moment,  as  it  were  to  give  time  for  his  ser- 
vants to  carry  away ;  after  which,  he  said 
to  my  brother,  "Taste  these  almonds,  they 
are  good  and  fresh  gathered. "  Both  of  them 
made  as  if  they  had  i)eeled  the  almonds,  and 
eaten  them;  after  this,  the  Barmecide  in- 
vited my  brother  to  eat  something  else. 
"Look  you,"  said  he,  "there  are  all  sorts 
of  fruits,  cakes,  dry  sweatmeats,  and  con- 
serves; take  what  you  like  ;"  then  stretch- 
ing out  his  hand,  as  if  he  had  reached  my 
brother  something,  "Look  ye,"  said  he, 
"there  is  a  lozenge,  very  good  for  diges- 
tion." Schacabac  made  as  if  he  eat  it,  and 
said,  "My  lord,  there  is  no  want  of  musk 
here."  "  These  lozenges,"  said  the  Barme- 
cide, "are  made  at  my  own  house,  where 
there  is  nothing  wanting  to  make  every- 
thing good."  He  still  bid  my  Ijrother  eat, 
and  said  to  him,  "Methiuks  you  do  not 
cat  as  if  you  had  been  so  hungry  as  you 
said  when  you  came  in."  "  My  lord,"  re- 
plied iSchacabac,  whose  jaws  ached  with 
moving  and  having  nothing  to  eat,  "I  as- 
sure you  I  am  so  tidl  that  I  cannot  eat  one 
bit  more." 

"Well  then,  friend,"  replied  the  Barme- 
cide, "  we  must  drink  now,  after  we  have  eat 


so  well."*  "You  may  drink  wine,  my 
lord, "  replied  my  brother ;  ' '  but  I  will  drink 
none,  if  you  please,  because  T.  am  forbidden 
it."  "You  are  too  scrupulous,"  reiilied  the 
Barmecide;  "do  as  I  do."  "I  will  drink 
then  out  of  complaisance,"  said  Schacabac, 
"for  I  see  you  will  have  nothing  wanting  to 
make  your  treat  complete ;  but  since  I  am 
not  accustomed  to  drink  wine,  I  am  afraid  I 
shall  commit  some  error  in  point  of  good 
breeding,  and  contrary  to  the  respect  that  is 
due  to  you,  and  therefore  I  pray  you,  once 
more,  to  excuse  me  from  drinking  any  wine  ; 
I  will  be  content  with  water."  "JSo,  no," 
said  the  Barmecide,  ' '  you  shall  drink  wine  ;  " 
and  at  the  same  time  he  commanded  some  to 
be  brought,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  meat 
and  fruit  had  been  brought  before.  He 
made  as  if  he  poured  out  wine,  and  drank 
first  himself,  and  then  pouring  out  for  my 
brother,  presented  him  the  glass:  "Drink 
my  health,"  said  he,  "and  let  us  know  if 
you  think  this  wine  good."  My  brother 
made  as  if  he  took  the  glass,  and  looked  as 
if  the  colour  w\as  good,  and  put  it  to  his  nose 
to  try  if  it  had  a  good  flavour  :  then  he  made 
a  low  bow  to  the  Barmecide,  to  signify  that 
he  took  the  liberty  to  drink  his  health  ;  and, 
lastly,  he  appeared  to  drink  with  all  the 
signs  of  a  man  that  drinks  with  pleasure. 
"My  lord,"  said  he,  "this  is  very  excellent 
wine,  but  I  think  it  is  not  strong  enough." 
"If  you  would  have  stronger,"  said  the 
Barmecide,  "you  need  only  speak,  for  I 
have  several  sorts  in  my  cellar.  Try  how 
you  like  this."  Upon  which  he  made  as  if 
he  poured  out  another  glass  to  himself,  and 
then  to  my  brother ;  and  did  this  so  often, 
that  Schacabac,  feigning  to  be  intoxicated 
Avith  the  wine,  and  acting  a  drunken  man, 
lifted  up  his  hand,  and  gave  the  Barmecide 
such  a  box  on  the  ear,  as  made  him  fall 
down  :  he  was  going  to  give  him  another 
blow,  but  the  Barmecide  holding  up  his  hand 
to  ward  it  off,  cried  out,  "Are  you  mad  ?" 
Then  my  brother,  making  as  if  he  had  come 
to  himself  again,  said,  "My  lord,  you  have 
been  so  gooi  as  to  admit  your  slave  into 
your  house,  and  give  him  a  great  treat ;  you 
should  have  been  satisfied  M'ith  making  me 
eat,  and  not  have  obliged  me  to  drink  wine ; 
for  I  told  you  beforehand,  that  it  might 
occasion  me  to  fail  in  my  respect  for  you.  I 
am  very  sorry  for  it,  and  beg  you  a  thousand 
pardons." 

Scarce  had  he  finislied  these  words,  when 
the  Barmecide,  instead  of  being  in  a  passion, 
fell  a  laughing  with  all  his  might.  "  It  is  a 
long  time,"  said  he,  "that  I  have  been  seek- 
ing a  man  of  your  character." 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off,  and  conti- 
nued her  story  next  night  as  follows  ; — 


*  Tlic  Easterns,  and  particularly  the  Jloliammcdans, 
do  not  driuk  till  nftci-  meals. 
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The  Hundred  and  Eighty-Second  Night. 

The  Barmecide  carcsseil  Hcliacabac  might- 
ily, and  told  liim,  "I  uot  oiily  forgive  the 
blow  you  have  given  me,  but  I  desu-e  hence- 
forward we  should  be  friends,  and  that  you 
take  my  house  for  your  home  :  you  have  had 
the  complaisance  to  accommodate  yourseK  to 
my  humour,  and  the  patience  to  keep  the 
jest  up  to  the  last ;  we  will  now  eat  in  good 
earnest."  When  he  had  linished  these 
words,  he  clapped  his  hands,  and  commanded 
his  servants,  who  then  appeared,  to  cover 
the  table  ;  which  was  speedily  done,  and  my 
brother  was  treated  with  all  those  dishes  in 
reality,  which  he  ato  of  before  in  fancy. 
At  last  they  cleared  the  table,  and  Ijrought 
in  the  wine,  and  at  the  same  time  a  number 
of  handsome  slaves  richly  apparelled,  came 
in  and  sung  some  agreeable  airs  to  their  mu- 
sical instruments.  In  a  word  Schacabac  had 
all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  be  satisiied 
with  the  Barmecide's  civility  and  bounty; 
for  he  treated  him  as  his  familiar  friend,  and 
ordered  him  a  suit  of  his  Avardrobe. 

The  Barmecide  found  my  brother  to  be  a 
man  of  so  much  wit  and  understanding,  that 
in  a  few  days  after  he  entrusted  him  his 
household  and  all  his  affairs.  My  brother 
acquitted  himself  very  well  in  th/.t  emj^loy- 
meut  for  twenty  years  ;  at  the  end  of  which 
the  generous  Barmecide  died,  and  leaving  no 
heirs,  all  his  property  was  confiscated  to  the 
use  of  the  prince,  and  my  brother  lost  all  he 
had  acquired  :  and,  being  reduced  to  his  first 
condition,  he  joined  a  caravan  of  pilgrims 
going  to  Mecca,  designing  to  accomplish  that 


pilgrimage  by  their  charity;  but  unfortu- 
nately the  caravan  was  attacked  and  plund- 
ered by  a  number  of  Bedouins,  *  superior  to 
that  of  the  pilgrims.  My  brother  was  then 
taken  as  a  slave  by  one  of  the  Bedouins, 
who  put  him  under  the  bastinado  for  several 
days,  to  oblige  him  to  ransom  himself. 
Schacabac  protested  to  him,  that  it  was  all 
in  vain.  "  I  am  your  slave,"  said  he  ;  "  you 
may  dispose  of  me  as  you  please  ;  but  I  de- 
clare to  you,  that  1  am  extremely  poor,  and 
not  able  to  redeem  myself."  In  a  word  my 
brother  discovered  to  him  all  his  misfortunes, 
and  endeavoured  to  soften  him  with  tears  ; 
but  the  Bedouin  was  not  to  be  moved,  and 
bemg  vexed  to  finil  himself  disappointed  of 
a  considerable  sum  wliich  he  reckoned  him- 
self sure  of,  he  took  his  knife,  and  slit  my 
brother's  lips,  to  avenge  himself  by  this  in- 
humanity for  the  loss  that  he  thought  he 
had  sustained. 

The  Bedouin  had  a  handsome  wife,  and 
frequently  when  he  went  on  his  excursions, 
h*  left  my  brother  alone  with  her,  and  then 
she  xised  all  her  endeavours  to  comfort  my 
brother  under  the  rigour  of  his  slavery  :  she 
gave  him  tokens  enough  that  she  loved  him, 
but  he  durst  not  return  her  passion,  for  fear 
he  shoidd  repent  it ;  and  therefore  he  avoid- 
ed being  alone  with  her,  as  much  as  she 
sought  the  opportunity  to  be  alone  with 
him.  She  had  so  great  a  custom  of  toying 
and  playing  with  the  miserable  Schacabac, 
whenever  she  saw  him,  that  one  day  she 
I  happened  to  do  it  in  presence  of  her  hus- 
I  band.  My  brother,  without  taking  notice 
that  he  observed  them  (so  his  sins  would 
I  have  it,)  played  likewise   with  her.     The 


Bedouin  immediately  supposing  that  they 
lived  together  in  a  criminal  manner,  feU 
upon  my  brother  in  a  rage,  and  after  he 
had  mutilated  him  in  a  barbarous  manner. 


he  carried  him  on  a  camel  to  the  top  of  a 

*  Or  vagabond  Arabs,  who  wander  in  the  deserts,  and 
plunder  tlie  car,  f'ans  when  they  are  not  strong  enough 
to  resist  them. 
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desert  mountain,  wliere  he  left  him.  The 
mountain  Avas  on  the  road  to  Bagdad,  so 
that  the  passengers  who  saw  him  there  in- 
formed me  where  he  was.  I  went  thither 
speedily,  and  found  unfortunate  Schacabac 
in  a  deplorable  condition  ;  I  gave  him  what 
help  he  stood  in  need  of,  and  brought  him 
back  to  the  city. 

This  is  what  I  told  the  caliph  Monstanser 
Bilah,  added  the  barber;  the  prince  ap- 
plauded me  with  new  fits  of  laughter. 
"Now,"  said  he,  "I  cannot  doubt  but  they 
j  ustly  gave  you  the  surname  of  Silent.  Nobody 
can  say  the  contrary;  for  certain  reasons, 
however,  I  command  yoii  to  depart  this 
town  immediately,  and  let  me  hear  no  more 
of  you."  I  yielded  to  necessity,  and  travel- 
led for  several  years  in  distant  countries. 
Understanding  at  last  that  the  calijjh  was 
dead,  I  returned  to  Bagdad,  where  1  found 
not  one  of  my  brothers  alive.  It  was  on  my 
return  to  this  city,  that  I  did  the  lame 
Vo\mg  man  the  important  service  which  you 
have  heard.  You  are,  however,  witness  of 
his  ingratitude,  and  of  the  injimous  manner 
in  which  he  treated  me  :  instead  of  testify- 
ing his  obligation,  he  rather  chose  to  fly 
from  me,  and  to  leave  his  own  country. 
When  I  understood  that  he  was  not  at  Bag- 
dad, though  nobody  coidd  tell  me  truly 
v/hither  he  was  gone,  I  did  not  forbear  to 
go  and  seek  him.  I  travelled  from  province 
to  province  a  long  time ;  and  when  I  least 
expected,  I  met  him  this  day ;  but  T  little 
thought  to  find  him  so  incensed  against  me. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  broke  off 
here,  and  continued  her  discourse  next  night 
thus  :^ 


The  Hundred  and  Eighty-Third  Night. 

Sir,  the  tailor  made  an  end  of  telling  the 
sultan  of  Casgar  the  history  of  the  lame 
young  man  and  the  barber  of  Bagdad,  after 
that  manner  I  had  the  honour  to  tell  your 
majesty.  When  the  barber,  continued  he, 
had  finished  his  story  we  found  that  the 
young  man  was  not  to  blame  for  calling  him 
a  great  chatterer.  However,  we  wished  him 
to  stay  with  us,  and  partake  of  the  treat 
which  the  master  of  the  house  had  prepared 
for  us.  We  sat  down  to  table,  and  were 
merry  together  tiU  afternoon  prayers  ;  then 
all  the  comi)any  parted,  and  I  went  to  my 
shop  till  it  was  time  for  me  to  return  home. 
It  was  during  this  interval  that  hump- 
back came  half  drunk  before  my  shop, 
where  he  simg  and  played  on  his  tabor. 
I  thought  that  by  carrying  him  home  with 
me  I  should  divert  my  wife,  therefore  I 
brought  him  in.  My  wife  gave  us  a  dish  of 
fish,  and  I  i)resented  humpback  -with  some, 
which  he  eat  without  taking  notice  of  a 
bone.     He  fell  doM'n  dead  before  us:  and 


after  ha^^ng  in  vain  essayed  to  help  him,  in 
the  trouble  and  fear  occasioned  by  such  an 
unlucky  accident,  we  carried  the  corpse 
out  and  dexterously  lodged  him  with  the 
Jewish  doctor.  The  Jewish  doctor  put  him 
into  the  chamber  of  the  purveyor,  and  the 
purveyor  carried  him  out  into  the  street, 
where  it  was  believed  the  merchant  had 
killed  him.  This,  sir,  added  the  tailor,  is 
what  I  had  to  say  to  satisfy  your  majesty, 
who  must  i^ronounce  whether  we  be  worthy 
of  mercy  or  ^vrath,  life  or  death. 

The  sxdtan  of  Casgar  shewed  a  satisfaction 
in  his  coimtenance,  which  restored  the 
tailor  and  his  comrades  to  life.  "I  cannot 
but  acknowledge,"  said  he,  "that  I  am  more 
struck  with  the  history  of  the  young  cripple, 
with  that  of  the  barber,  and  with  the  adven- 
tures of  his  brothers,  than  with  the  story  of 
my  jester  :  but  before  I  send  you  all  four 
away,  and  before  we  bury  hiim])back,  I 
shoidd  like  to  see  the  barber  who  is  the 
cause  that  I  have  pardoned  you  ;  since  he  is 
in  my  capital,  it  is  easy  to  satisfy  my  curio- 
sity." At  the  same  time  he  sent  an  officer 
with  the  tailor  to  find  him. 

The  ofiicer  and  the  tailor  went  immedi- 
ately, and  brought  the  barlier,  whom  they 
presented  to  the  sultan.  The  barber  was 
an  old  man,  about  ninety  years  old ;  his 
eyebrows  and  beard  were  white  as  snow,  his 
ears  hanging  down,  and  his  nose  very  long. 
The  sultan  coidd  not  forbear  laughing  when 
he  saw  him.  "  Silent  man,"  said  he  to  him, 
' '  I  understand  that  you  know  Avonderf nl 
stories  ;  will  you  tell  me  some  of  them  ?" 
"  Sir,"  answered  the  barber,  "  let  us  forbear 
the  stories,  if  you  please,  at  present.  I  most 
humbly  beg  your  majesty  to  permit  me  to 
ask  what  that  Christian,  that  Jew,  that 
Mussulman,  and  that  dead  humpback,  who 
lies  on  the  ground,  do  here  l^efore  yoiu-  ma- 
jesty?" The  sidtan  smiled  at  the  bai'ber's 
freedom,  and  replied,  "  Wliy  do  you  ask  ?" 
"  Sir,"  rephed  the  barber,  "  it  concerns  me 
to  ask,  that  your  majesty  may  know  I  am 
not  so  great  a  talker  as  some  ja-etend,  but  a 
man  justly  called  Silent" 

Sclieherazade  perceiving  day,  held  her 
peace ;  and  resumed  her  discourse  next 
night  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Eighty-Fourth  Night. 

Sir,  the  sultan  of  Casgar  had  the  complai- 
sance to  satisfy  the  barber's  curiosity.  He 
commanded  them  to  tell  liim  the  story  of 
the  humpback,  which  he  seemed  earnestly 
to  wish  for.  When  the  barber  heard  it,  he 
shook  his  head,  as  if  he  would  say  there 
was  something  inider  this  which  he  did  not 
understand.  "  Truly,"  cried  he,  "  this  is  a 
surprising  story ;  Ijut  I  wish  to  examine 
humpback  a  little  nearer."     He  drew  near 
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him,  sat  down  on  the  ground,  took  his 
head  between  his  knees,  and  after  ho  had 
looked  upon  him  steadfastly,  he  fell  into  so 
great  a  lit  of  laughter,  and  had  so  little  com- 
mand of  himself,  that  he  fell  backwards  on 
the  ground,  without  considering  that  he  was 
before  the  sultan  of  C'asgai-.  As  soon  as  he 
came  to  himself,  "It  is  said,"  cried  he, 
"  and  not  without  reason,  that  no  man  dies 
■without  a  cause.  If  ever  any  history  de- 
served to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold,  it  is 
that  of  this  humpback." 

At  this  all  the  people  looked  upon  the 
barber  as  a  bufToon,  or  an  old  dotard.  "  Si- 
lent man,"  said  the  sidtan,  "speak  to  me  : 
why  do  you  laugh  so  much?"  "Sir,"  an- 
swered the  barber,  ' '  I  swear  by  your  ma- 
jesty's benevolence,  that  humpback  is  not 
dead  ;  he  is  yet  alive,  and  I  shall  be  content 
to  pass  for  a  madman  if  I  do  not  let  you  see 
it  this  minute."  So  saying,  he  took  a  box 
w^herein  he  had  several  medicines  that  he 
carried  about  him  to  make  use  of  on  occa- 
sion, and  he  took  out  a  little  phial  of  bal- 
sam, with  which  he  rubbed  humpback's 
neck  a  long  time  ;  then  he  took  out  of  his 
case  a  neat  iron  instrument,  which  he  put 
between  his  teeth  ;  and  after  he  had  opened 
his  mouth,  he  thrust  down  his  throat  a  pair 
of  small  pincers,  with  which  he  took  out  a 
bit  of  lish  and  bone,  which  he  shewed  to  all 
the  2>eop]e.  Immediately  humpback  sneezed, 
stretched  forth  his  arms  and  feet,  opened 
his  eyes,  and  shewed  several  other  signs  of 
life. 

The  sidtan  of  Casgar,  and  aU  those  who 
were  witnesses  of  this  operation,  were  less 
surprised  to  see  humjjback  revive,  after  he 
had  passed  a  whole  night  and  great  part  of 
a  day  without  giving  any  sign  of  life,  than 
at  the  merit  and  cajiacity  of  the  barber,  who 
performed  this  ;  and  notwithstanding  all  his 
faidts,  began  to  look  upon  him  as  a  great 
person.  The  sultan,  transjiorted  with  joy 
and  admiration,  ordered  the  story  of  hump- 
back to  be  written  down,  with  that  of  the 
barber,  that  the  memory  of  it  miglit,  as  it 
deserved,  be  jn-eserved  for  ever.  Ncr  did  he 
stop  here ;  but,  that  the  tailor,  Jewish  doc- 
tor, jmrveyor,  and  Christian  merchant  might 
remember  the  adventure  which  the  accident 
of  humpback  had  occasioned  to  them,  with 
pleasure,  he  did  not  send  them  away  till  he 
had  given  each  of  them  a  very  rich  robe, 
with  which  he  caused  them  to  ])e  clothed  in 
his  presence.  As  for  the  barber,  ho  ho- 
noured him  with  a  great  pension,  and  kept 
him  near  his  person. 

Thus  the  sultaness  finished  this  long  train 
of  a<lventures,  to  which  the  pretended  death 
of  humpback  gave  occasion  :  then  held  her 
peace,  because  day  appeared.  Her  dear 
sister  Dinarzade  seeing  she  had  stopped,  said 
to  her,  "My  princess,  my  sultaness,  I  am 
the  more  charmed  with  the  story  you  just 


now  told,  because  it  concludes  with  an  inci- 
dent I  did  not  expect  :  I  verily  thought 
humpback  was  dead."  "This  surjirise 
]ileases  me,"  said  vSchahriar,  "as  much  as 
the  adventures  of  the  barber's  bi'othcrs." 
"The  story  of  the  lame  young  man  of  Bag- 
dad diverted  me  also  very  miich,"  replied 
Dinarzade.  "  I  am  very  glad  of  it,  dear 
sister,"  said  the  sultaness;  "and  since  I 
have  the  good  fortune  not  to  tire  out  the  pa- 
tience of  the  sultan,  our  lord  and  master,  if 
his  majesty  will  still  be  so  gracious  as  to 
preserve  my  life,  I  shall  have  the  honour  to 
give  him  an  account  to-morrow  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  loves  of  Aboulhassen  Ali  Ebn 
Becar,  and  Schemselnihar,  favourite  of  the 
caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  which  is  no  less 
worthy  of  his  and  your  notice  than  the  his- 
tory of  humpback."  The  sultan  of  the  In- 
dies, who  was  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
stories  that  Scheherazade  had  told  him 
hitherto,  was  willing  to  hear  that  other 
story  which  she  now  promised.  He  I'ose, 
however,  to  go  to  prayers,  and  hold  his 
council,  wdthout  giving  any  signification  of 
his  pleasure  towards  the  sultaness. 


The  Hundred  and  Eighty-Fifth  Night. 

DiNAKZADE  being  ahvays  careful  to  awaku 
her  sister,  called  this  night  at  the  ordinary 
hour;  "My  dear  sister,"  said  she,  "day 
will  soon  ai>i3ear.  I  earnestly  beg  of  you  to 
tell  us  some  of  your  fine  stories."  "We 
need  no  other,"  said  Schahriar,  "but  that 
of  the  loves  of  Aboxilhassen  Ali  Ebn  Becar, 
and  Schemselnihar,  the  favourite  of  caliph 
Haroun  Alraschid."  "  Sir,"  said  Schehera- 
zade, "  I  will  satisfy  yoiir  curiosity;"  and 
began  thus  : — 

THE  HISTORY  OF  ABOULHASSEN  ALT  EBN 
BECAR,  AND  SCHEMSELNIHAR,  FAVOURITE 
OF  CALIPH  HAROUN  ALRASCHID. 

In  the  reign  of  the  caliph  Haroun  Alras- 
chid, there  was  at  Bagdad  a  druggist,  called 
Alboiissan  Ebn  Thaher,  a  very  rich,  hand- 
some man.  He  had  more  wit  and  jjolite- 
ness  than  people  of  his  profession  ordinarily 
have  :  his  inte^^rity,  sincerity,  and  jovial 
humour,  made  him  beloved  and  sought  after 
by  all  sorts  of  jieople.  The  caliph,  who 
knew  his  merit,  had  an  entire  confidence  in 
him.  He  had  so  great  an  esteem  for  him 
that  he  intrusted  him  w  ith  the  care  to  pro- 
vide his  favourite  ladies  with  aU  the  things 
they  stood  in  need  of :  he  chose  for  them 
their  clothes,  furniture,  and  jewels,  with  ad- 
mirable taste. 

His  good  qualities,  and  the  favour  of  the 
caliph,  made  the  sons  of  emirs,  and  other 
officers  of  the  first  rank,  be  always  about 
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liim :  his  house  was  the  rendezvous  of  all 
the  uobility  of  the  court.  But  among  the 
young  lords  that  went  daily  to  visit  him, 
there  was  one  whom  he  took  more  notice  of 
than  the  rest,  and  with  whom  he  contracted 
a  ])articular  friendship,  called  Aboidhassen 
Ali  Ebn  Becar,  originally  of  an  ancient 
royal  family  of  Persia.  This  family  con- 
tinued at  Bagdad  ever  since  the  Mussulmen 
made  a  conquest  of  that  kingdom.  Nature 
seemed  to  have  taken  pleasure  to  endow  this 
young  prince  with  the  rarest  qualities  of 
body  and  mind :  his  face  was  so  very  beauti- 
ful, his  shape  so  fine,  his  air  so  easy,  and  his 
physiognomy  so  engaging,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  see  him  withoi;t  immediately 
loving  him.  When  he  spoke,  he  expressed 
himself  always  in  terms  proper  and  well 
chosen,  with  a  new  and  agreeable  turn,  and 
his  voice  charmed  all  that  heard  him  ;  with 
this  he  had  so  much  wit  and  judgment,  that 
he  thought  and  spoke  of  all  subjects  with 
admirable  exactness.  He  was  so  reserved 
and  modest,  that  he  advanced  nothing  till 
after  he  had  taken  all  possible  care  to  avoid 
giving  any  ground  of  suspicion  that  he 
jH-eferred  his  own  opinion  to  that  of 
others. 

Being  such  a  person  as  I  have  represented 
him,  we  need  not  wonder  that  Ebn  Thaher 
distinguished  him  from  all  the  other  young 
noblemen  of  the  court,  most  of  whom  had 
the  vices  contrary  to  his  virtues.  One  day, 
when   the  prince   was   with   Ebn  Thaher, 


there  came  a  lady  mounted  on  a  pie-bald 
mule,  in  the  midst  of  ten  female  slaves  who 
accompanied  her  on  foot,  all  very  handsome, 
as  far  as  covdd  be  judged  by  their  air,  and 
through  their  veils  which  covered  their  faces. 
The  lady  had  a  girdle  of  a  rose-colour,  four 
inches  broad,  embroidered  with  pearls  and 
diamonds  of  an  extraordinary  bigness  ;  and 
for  beauty,  it  was  easy  to  perceive  thai  she 
surpassed  all  her  women,  as  far  as  the  full 
moon  does  that  of  two  days  old.  She  came 
to  buy  something  ;  and  as  she  wanted  to 
speak  to  Ebn  Thaher,  she  entered  his  shop, 
which  was  very  neat  and  sj^acious,  and  he 
received  her  with  all  the  marks  of  the  most 
prof  oimd  respect,  entreating  her  to  sit  down, 
and  sheM'ing  her  with  his  hand  the  most 
honourable  jjlace. 

In  the  meantime,  the  prince  of  Persia, 
unwilling  to  let  slip  such  an  opportunity  of 
shewing  his  good  breeding  and  gallantry, 
beat  up  the  cushion  of  cloth  of  gold  for  the 
lady  to  lean  on ;  after  which  he  retired 
speedily,  that  she  might  sit  down ;  and 
having  saluted  her  by  kissing  the  carpet 
nader  her  feet,  he  rose  and  stood  before  her 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  sofa.  It  being  her 
custom  to  be  free  with  Ebn  Thaher,  she 
lifted  up  her  veil,  and  then  discovered  to  the 
prince  of  Persia  such  an  extraordinary 
beauty,  that  he  was  struck  with  it  to  the 
heart.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lady  could 
not  contain  herself  from  looking  upon  the 
prince,   the  sight  of  whom  had  made  the 


same  impressions  upon  her.  "My  lord," 
said  she  to  him,  with  an  obliging  air,  "  pray 
sit  down."  The  prince  of  Persia  obeyed, 
and  sat  down  upon  the  edge  of  the  sofa.  He 
had  his  eyes  constantly  iixed  ujion  her,  and 
swallowed  down  large  draughts  of  the  sweet 
poison  of  love.     She  quickly  perceived  what 


passed  in  his  heart,  and  this  discovery  served 
to  inilame  her  the  more  towards  him.  She 
rose  up,  went  to  Ebn  Thaher,  and  after  she 
had  whispered  to  him  the  cause  of  her 
coming,  she  asked  the  name  and  country  of 
the  prince.  "Madam,"  answered  Ebn 
Thaller,    "this  young  nobleman's  name  is 
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Alioulhassau  Ali  Ebn  Becar,  and  lie  is  a 
prince  of  the  blood  royal." 

The  lady  was  transported  at  hearing  that 
the  person  she  already  loved  so  passionately 
was  of  so  high  a  rank.  "  You  mean  cer- 
tainly," said  she,  "that  he  is  descended 
from  the  kings  of  Persia?"  "Yes,  madam," 
replied  Ebn  Thaher,  "the  last  kings  of 
Persia  Avere  his  ancestors  ;  and  since  the 
conquest  of  that  kingdom,  the  princes  of  his 
family  have  always  made  themselves  very 
acceptable  at  the  court  of  our  caliphs." 
"You  wUl  oblige  me  much,"  she  added, 
"by  making  me  acqiiainted  with  this  yoxmg 
nobleman.  When  I  send  this  woman,"  said 
she,  pointing  to  one  of  her  slaves,  "to  give 
you  notice  to  come  and  see  me,  pray  bring 
him  with  you ;  I  shall  be  very  glad  that  he 
should  see  the  magnificence  of  my  house, 
that  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  say,  that 
avarice  does  not  reign  at  Bagdad  among 
pei-sons  of  quality.  You  know  what  I 
mean  ?  Do  not  fail,  otherwise  I  wUl  be  very 
angry  with  you,  and  never  come  hither 
again  while  I  live." 

Ebn  Thaher  was  a  man  of  too  much  pene- 
tration not  to  i^erceive  the  lady's  mind  by 
these  words.  "My  princess,  my  queen," 
replied  he,  "  God  jireserve  me  from  giving 
you  any  occasion  of  anger  against  me  :  1 
shall  always  make  it  a  law  to  obey  your 
commands."  At  this  answer  the  lady  bowed 
to  Ebn  Thaher,  and  took  her  leave  ;  and 
after  she  had  given  a  favourable  look  to  the 
prince  of  Persia,  she  remounted  her  mide, 
and  went  away. 

Scheherazade  stopt  here,  to  the  great 
regret  of  the  sultan  of  the  Indies,  who  was 
obliged  to  rise,  because  day  appeared  :  she 
continued  her  story  next  nigla,  and  said  to 
Schahriar, — 


The  Hundred  and  Eighty-Sixth  Night. 

Sir,  the  prince  of  Persia  was  so  deeply  in 
love  with  the  lady,  that  he  looked  after  her 
as  far  as  he  could  see  her  ;  and  long  after 
she  was  out  of  sight,  he  directed  his  eyes 
that  way.  Ebn  Thaher  told  him,  that  he 
remarked  several  persons  observed  him, 
and  began  to  laugh  to  see  him  in  this  pos- 
ture. "Alas!"  said  the  prince  to  him, 
"  the  world  and  you  would  pity  me,  if  you 
knew  that  the  beautif id  lady,  who  is  j  ust 
now  gone  from  you,  has  carried  with  her 
the  best  part  of  me,  and  that  the  remaining 
part  seeks  for  an  opportunity  to  go  after  her. 
Tell  me,  I  conjure  you,"  added  he,  "what 
cruel  lady  is  this,  who  forces  people  to  love 
her,  without  giving  them  time  to  reflect  ?  " 
"My  lord,"  answered  Ebn  Thaher,  "this 
is  the  celebrated  Schemselnihai-,  *  the  princi- 


day.' 


This  word  signifies  in  Arabic,   "  tlie  sun  of  Die 


pal  favourite  of  the  caliph  our  master." 
"  She  is  justly  so  called,"  added  the  prince, 
"since  she  is  more  beautiful  than  the  sun  at 
noon-day."  "  True,"  replied  Ebn  Thaher; 
"therefore  the  commander  of  the  faithful 
loves,  or  rather  adores  her  :  he  gave  me 
express  ordei-s  to  furnish  her  with  all  that 
she  asked  of  me,  and  to  prevent  her  wishes, 
as  far  as  lies  in  my  power." 

He  spoke  thus  to  hinder  him  from  en- 
gaging in  a  passion  which  coidd  not  but 
prove  unfortunate  to  him ;  but  this  served 
only  to  inflame  it  the  more.  "I  feared, 
charming  Schemselnihar,"  cried  he,  "  I 
should  not  be  allowed  so  much  as  to  think 
of  you ;  I  perceive,  however,  that  without 
hopes  of  being  loved  by  you,  I  cannot  for- 
bear lo\aiig  you  :  I  will  love  you  then,  and 
bless  my  lot  that  I  am  the  slave  of  an  object 
fairer  than  the  meridian  snn." 

While  the  prince  of  Persia  thus  conse- 
crated his  heart  to  the  fair  Schemselnihar, 
this  lady,  as  she  went  home,  contrived  how 
she  might  see  and  have  free  converse  with 
him.  She  no  sooner  entered  her  jjalace,  but 
she  sent  to  Ebn  Thaher  the  woman  she  had 
shewn  him,  and  in  whom  she  had  placed  all 
her  confidence,  to  tell  him  to  come  and  see 
her  without  delay,  and  bring  the  prince  of 
Persia  Avith  him.  The  slave  came  to  Ebn 
Thaher  s  shop  while  he  was  speaking  to  the 
jjriuce,  and  endeavouring  to  dissuade  him  by 
very  strong  arguments,  from  loving  the 
calijjh's  favourite.  When  she  saw  them  to- 
gether, "Gentlemen,"  said  she  to  them, 
"my  honourable  mistress,  Schemselnihar, 
the  chief  favourite  of  the  commander  of  the 
faithful,  entreats  you  tc  come  to  her  palace, 
where  she  waits  for  you.*'  Ebn  Thaher, 
to  testify  his  obedience,  roseupimmediatelj% 
without  answering  the  slave,  and  followed 
her,  not  without  some  reluctance.  As  for 
the  prince,  he  followed  her,  without  reflect- 
ing on  the  danger  there  might  be  in  such  a 
visit.  The  presence  of  Ebn  Thaher,  who 
had  liberty  to  go  to  the  favourite  when  he 
pleased,  made  the  prince  very  easy.  They 
followed  the  slave,  who  went  a  little  before 
them,  and  entered  after  her  into  the  calii^h's 
palace,  and  joined  her  at  the  gate  of  Schem- 
selnihar's  little  palace,  which  was  ready 
open.  She  introduced  them  into  a  great 
hall,  where  she  prayed  them  to  sit  down. 

The  prince  of  Persia  thought  himself  in 
one  of  those  dehcious  palaces  that  are  pro- 
mised us  in  the  other  world  :  he  had  never 
seen  anything  that  came  neai-  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  place  he  was  in.  The  carpets, 
cushions,  and  other  appendages  of  the  sofa, 
the  furniture,  ornaments,  and  architectui-e, 
were  surprisingly  rich  and  beautiful.  A 
little  time  after  Ebn  Thaher  and  he  had  sat 
down,  a  very  handsome  black  slave  brought 
in  a  table  covered  with  several  delicacies, 
the  admirable  smell  of  which  shewed  how 
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ileliciously  tliey  were  seasoned.  While  tlicy 
were  eating,  the  slave  who  brought  them  in 
waited  upon  them  ;  she  took  particvdar  care 
to  invite  them  to  cat  of  wliat  she  knew  to 
be  the  greatest  dainties.  The  other  slaves 
brought  them  excellent  wine  after  they  had 
eaten.  When  they  had  done,  there  was  pre- 
sented to  each  of  them  a  iine  gold  basiii  full 
of  water  to  wash  their  hands  ;  after  which 
they  brought  them  a  golden  pot  full  of  the 
perfume  of  aloes,  with  which  they  perfumed 
their  beards  and  clothes.  Odoriferous  water 
was  not  forgotten,  but  served  in  a  golden 
vessel,  enriched  with  diamonds  and  rubies, 
made  on  purpose,  and  it  was  thi'own  upon 
their  beards  and  faces, 
according  to  custom. 
Then  they  resumed 
their  places  ;  biit  they 
had  scarce  sat  down, 
when  the  slave  en- 
treated them  to  rise 
and  follow  her.  She 
opened  a  door  of  the 
ball  where  they  were, 
and  they  entered  into 
a  large  saloon  of  won- 
derful structure.  It 
was  a  dome  of  the 
most  agreeable  form, 
supi)orted  by  a  huntlied 
liillars  of  marble,  white 
as  alabaster.  The  bases 
and  chapiters  of  the 
pillars  were  adorned 
with  four-footed  beasts 
and  l)ii-ds  of  various 
sorts,  gilded.  The  car- 
j)et  of  this  noble  saloon 
consisted  of  one  piece 
of  cloth  of  gold,  em- 
broidex-edwith  bimches 
of  roses  in  red  and 
white  silk ;  and  the 
dome,  painted  in  the 
same  manner,  after  the 
Araljian  fashion,  pre- 
sented to  the  mind 
one  of  the  most  charm- 
ing objects.  Betwixt 
each  column  was  a 
little  sofa  adoi-ned  in 
the  same  manner,  and 
great  vessels  of  china, 
crystal,  jasper,  jet,  por- 
phyry, agate,  and  other 

precious  materials,  gar-  ~Z^^^^ 

nislied  with  gold  and  nr-rr: 

jewels;  the  spaces  be- 
twixt the  columns  were  so  many  large  win- 
dows, withseats  projecting  breast  high,  fitted 
upas  the  sofas,  and  looking  out  into  the  most 
delicious  garden;  the  walks  were  of  little 
pebbles  of  different  colom-s,  of  the  same  pattern 
as  the  carpet  of  the  saloon ;  so  that,  looking 


upon  the  carpet  within  and  without,  it  seemed 
as  if  the  dome  and  the  garden,  with  all  its 
ornaments,  had  been  ujion  the  same  carpet. 
The  prospect  round  was  at  the  end  of  the 
walks,  terminated  by  two  canals  of  clear 
water,  of  the  same  circular  figure  as  the 
dome,  one  of  which  beiug  higher  than  the 
other,  emptied  its  water  into  the  lowermost, 
in  form  of  a  sheet :  and  curious  pots  of  gilt 
brass,  with  flowers  and  shrubs,  were  set 
upon  the  banks  of  the  canals  at  equal  dis- 
tances. Those  Avalks  lay  betwixt  gTeat  plots 
of  ground  planted  -nith  straight  and  bushy 
trees,  where  a  thousand  birds  formed  a 
melodious  concert,  and  diverted  the  eye  Ijy 
flying  about,  and  })lay- 
!•  ing  together,   or  light- 

ing in  the  air. 

The  prince  of  Pei'sia 
and  Elm  Thaher  Avere 
a  long  time  engaged  \a. 
viewing  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  place, 
and  exjiressed  their 
surprise  at  everything 
they  saw,  especially 
the  prince,  who  had 
never  beheld  anything 
like  it.  Ebn  Thaher, 
though  he  had  been 
several  times  in  that 
delicious  place,  could 
not  but  observe  many 
new  beauties.  In  a 
word,  they  never  grew 
weary  in  admiring  so 
many  singularities,  and 
were  thus  agreeably 
employed,  when  they 
perceived  a  company 
of  ladies,  richly  ap- 
parelled, sitting  with 
out,  at  some  distance 
from  the  dome,  each  of 
them  upon  a  seat  of 
Indian  plane  wood,  in- 
laid with  silver  filigree 
in  compartments,  Mdth 
instruments  of  music 
in  their  hands,  v/ait- 
ing  for  orders  to  play. 
They  both  went  for- 
ward, and  had  a  full 
^^"'^^  view    of    the    ladies ; 

^^_ '   --  ^  and  ou  the  right  they 

^='-^        -  saw  a  great  court,  with 

^^:^-= —  a  stair  up  from  the  gar- 

^^Si=;_^=  den,  encompassed  with 

beautiful  ajavtments. 
The  slave  had  left  them,  and,  being  alone, 
they  conversed  together.  "For  you,  who 
arc  a  wise  man,"  said  the  prince  of  Persia. 
"I  doubt  not  but  you  look  with  a  great 
deal  of  satisfaction  upon  all  these  marks 
of  grandeur  and  power ;  for  my  part,  I  do 
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not  think  there  is  anything  in  the  workl 
more  surprising.  But  when  I  consider  that 
this  is  the'  glorious  hahitation  of  the 
hively  Schemsehiihar,  and  that  the  greatest 
monarch  of  the  earth  keeps  her  here,  I  con- 
fess to  you,  that  I  hjok  upon  myself  to  be 
the  most  unfortunate  of  all  mankind,  and 
that  no  destiny  can  he  more  cruel  than  mine, 
to  love  an  object  possessed  by  my  rival,  and 
that,  too,  in  a  place  where  he  is  so  j)otent 
that  I  cannot  think  myself  sure  of  my  life 
one  moment. 

Scheherazade  said  no  more  that  night,  be- 
cause day  began  to  ai)pear;  but  next  night 
continued  her  story  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Eighty-Seventh  Night. 

Sir,  Ebn  Thalier,  hearing  the  prince  of 
Persia  speak,  as  I  told  your  majesty  last 
night,  said  to  him,  "Sir,  I  wish  you  could 
give  me  as  good  assurance  of  the  happy 
success  of  your  passion,  as  I  can  give  you 
of  the  safety  of  your  life.  Though  this 
stately  palace  belongs  to  the  caliph,  who 
built  it  on  purpose  for  Schemseluihar,  and 
called  it  the  Palace  of  Eternal  Pleasttres, 
and  though  it  makes  part  of  his  own  palace, 
yet  you  must  know  that  this  lady  lives  here 
at  absolute  liberty.  She  is  not  beset  by 
eunuchs  to  be  spies  upon  her ;  this  is  her 
private  house,  absolutely  at  her  disposal. 
She  goes  into  the  city  when  she  pleases, 
and  returns  again,  without  asking  leave  of 
anybody  ;  and  the  caliph  never  comes  to  see 
her,  but  he  sends  Mesrour,  the  chief  of 
his  eunuchs,  to  give  her  notice,  that  she 
may  be  prejiared  to  receive  him.  Therefore 
you  may  be  easy,  and  give  full  attention  to 
the  concert  of  music  which  T  perceive  Schem- 
seluihar is  preparmg  for  you." 

Just  as  Ebn  Thaher  had  spoke  these  words, 
the  pi-ince  of  Persia  and  he  saw  the  fa- 
vourite's trusty  slave  come  and  give  orders 
to  the  ladies  to  begin  to  sing,  and  play  with 
the  instruments.  They  all  began  immedi- 
ately to  play  together,  as  a  prelude :  and, 
after  they  had  played  some  time,  one  of 
them  began  to  sing  alone,  and  played  at  the 
same  time  admirably  upon  her  lute,  being 
informed  beforehand  upon  what  subject  she 
was  to  sing.  The  words  were  so  agreeable 
to  the  prince  of  Persia's  sentiments,  that  he 
coidd  not  forbear  to  applaud  her  at  the  end 
of  the  couplet.  "  Is  it  possible,"  cried  he, 
"  that  you  have  the  gift  of  knowing  people's 
hearts,  and  that  the  knowledge  of  what  is  in 
my  mind  has  occasioned  you  to  give  us  a 
taste  of  your  charming  voice  by  those  words? 
I  should  not  express  myself  otherwise  were 
I  to  choose."  The  lady  replied  nothing,  but 
went  on  and  sung  several  other  staves,  with 
which  the  prince  was  so  affected,  that  he  re- 
peated some  of  them  with  tears  in  his  eyes ; 


which  discovered  plaiidy  enough  that  he  a])- 
plied  them  to  Inmself.  When  she  had  made 
an  end,  she  and  her  companions  rose  up  and 
sung  all  together  ;  signifying  by  their  words, 
that  "  the  full  moon  was  going  to  rise  in  all 
her  splendour,  and  that  they  shoidd  speedi- 
ly see  her  approach  the  sun;"  intimating 
that  Schemseluihar  was  coming,  and  that 
the  prince  of  Persia  would  soon  have  the 
pleasure  to  see  her. 

In  fact,  as  they  looked  towards  the  court, 
they  saw  Schemselnihar's  confidant  coming 
towards  them,  followed  by  ten  black  women, 
who  with  much  difficidty  carried  a  throne  of 
massy  silver,  cui-iously  wrought,  which  they 
set  down  before  them  at  a  certain  distance ; 
after  which  the  black  slaves  retired  behind 
the  trees,  to  the  entrance  of  a  walk.  After 
this  came  twenty  handsome  ladies,  richly 
apparelled,  in  one  dress ;  they  advanced  in 
two  rows,  each  singing,  and  playing  upon 
instruments  which  she  held  in  her  hands, 
and  placed  themselves  on  each  side  of  the 
throne. 

All  these  things  kept  the  prince  of  Persia 
and  Ebn  Thaher  in  so  much  the  greater  ex- 
pectation, that  they  were  curious  to  know 
how  they  would  end.  They  then  saw  come 
out  at  the  same  gate  from  whence  the  ten 
black  women  came,  ten  other  ladies,  equally 
handsome  and  well-dressed,  who  halted  there 
a  few  moments,  expecting  the  favourite,  who 
came  out  last,  and  placed  herself  in  the  midst 
of  them. 

Daylight  beginning  to  appear,  Schehera- 
zade was  obliged  to  stop;  but  next  night 
pursued  her  story  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Eighty-Eighth  Night. 

ScHEMSELNTHAR  was  easily  distinguished 
from  the  rest  by  her  fine  shape  and  majestic 
air,  as  well  as  by  a  sort  of  mantle,  of  a  very 
fine  stuiF  of  gold  and  sky-blue,  fastened  to 
her  shoidders,  over  her  other  aj^parel,  which 
was  the  most  handsome,  most  magnificent, 
and  best  contrived,  that  could  be  imagined. 

The  pearls,  rubies,  and  diamonds,  which 
adorned  her  were  well  disposed  ;  not  many 
in  number,  but  well  chosen,  and  of  inestim- 
able value.  She  came  forward,  with  a  ma- 
jesty resembling  the  sun  in  its  course  amidst 
the  clouds,  Avhich  receive  his  splendour 
without  hiding  his  lustre,  and  sat  down 
upon  the  silver  throne  that  had  been  brought 
for  her. 

As  soon  as  the  jirince  of  Persia;  saw  Schem- 
seluihar, he  coidd  not  take  his  eyes  off  her. 
"  We  cease  inquiring,"  said  he  to  Ebn  Tha- 
her, "after  what  we  seek,  when  once  we 
see  it ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  left,  when  once 
the  truth  ai>pears.  Do  you  see  this  charm- 
ing beauty  ?  She  is  the  cause  of  all  my  suf- 
ferings, which  I  bless,  and  will  never  forbear 
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to  bless,  however  severe  and  lasting.  At 
the  sight  of  this  object  I  am  not  my  own 
master ;  my  soul  is  disturbed,  and  rebels, 
and  seems  disposed  to  leave  me.  Go  then, 
my  soul,  I  allow  thee;  but  let  it  be  for  the 
■«'elfare  and  iireser\'ation  of  this  weak  body. 
It  is  you,  cruel  Ebn  Thaher,  who  are  the 
cause  of  this  disorder.  You  thought  to  do 
me  a  great  pleasure  in  bringing  me  hither, 
and  I  perceive  I  am  only  come  to  comi^lete 
my  ruin.  Pardon  me,"  said  he,  intcrruptmg 
himself;  "lam  mistaken:  I  would  come, 
and  can  blame  nobody  but  myself  ; "  and  at 
these  -words  he  burst  into  tears.  "I  am 
glad,"  said  Ebn  Thaher,  "that  yon  do  me 
justice.  When  I  told  you  at  first  that 
Schemselnihar  was  the  caliph's  chief  favour- 
ite, I  did  it  on  j^urpose  to  prevent  that  fatal 
jjassion  which  you  please  yourself  with  en- 
tertaining in  your  breast.  All  that  you  see 
here  ought  to  disengage  you,  and  you  are 
to  think  of  nothing  but  of  acknowledging 
the  honour  which  Schemselnihar  has  done 
you,  by  ordering  me  to  bring  you  with  me. 
Recall  then  your  wandering  reason,  and  pre- 


pare to  ajipear  before  her  as  good  breeding 
requires.  See,  there  she  comes.  Were  we 
to  begin  again,  I  would  take  other  measures  ; 
but  since  the  thing  is  done,  I  pray  God  we 
may  not  have  cause  to  repent  it.  All  I  have 
now  to  say  to  you  is,  that  love  is  a  traitor, 
who  may  involve  you  in  difficulties  from 
which  you  will  never  be  able  to  extricate 
yourself." 

Ebn  Thaher  had  no  time  to  say  more, 
because  Schemselnihar  came  ;  and,  sitting 
down  upon  her  throne,  saluted  them  both 
by  bowing  her  head ;  but  she  fixed  her  eyes 
on  the  prince  of  Persia,  and  they  spoke  to 
one  another  in  a  silent  language,  intermixed 
with  sighs,  by  which,  in  a  few  moments, 
they  spoke  more  than  they  coidd  have  done 
by  words  in  a  great  deal  of  time.  The  more 
Schemselnihar  looked  upon  the  prince,  the 
more  she  foimd  by  his  looks  to  confirm  her 
in  the  opinion  that  he  was  in  love  with  her; 
and,  being  thus  persuaded  of  his  passion, 
thought  herself  the  happiest  woman  in  the 
world.  At  last  she  turned  her  eyes  from 
him  to  command  the  women,  who  began  to 


sing  first,  to  come  near;  they  rose,  and  as 
they  advanced,  the  black  women,  who  came 
out  of  the  walk  into  -which  they  had  retired. 
Drought  their  scats,  and  set  them  near  the 
window,  in  the  front  of  the  dome,  where 
Eljn  Thaher  and  the  prince  of  Persia  stood ; 
and  their  seats  were  so  disposed,  that,  with 
the  favourite's  throne,  and  the  women  on 
each  side  of  her,  they  formed  a  semicircle 
before  them. 

The  women  who  were  sitting  before  she 
came,  resumed  their  places,  with  the  per- 
mission of  Schemselnihar,  who  ordered  them 
by  a  sign.  That  charming  favourite  chose 
one  of  those  women  to  sing ;  who,  after  she 
had  spent  some  moments  in  tuning  her  lute, 


sung  a  song,  the  meaning  whereof  was,  that 
when  two  lovers  entirely  loved  one  another 
with  affection  boundless,  their  hearts,  though 
in  two  bodies,  were  united ;  and  when  any- 
thing opposed  their  desires,  could  say,  with 
tears  in  then-  eyes,  If  we  love  because  we 
find  one  another  amiable,  ought  we  to  be 
blamed  for  this?  Let  destiny  bear  the 
blame. 

Schemselnihar  discovered  so  well  by  her 
eyes  and  gestures  that  those  words  were  ap- 
l>licable  to  herself  and  the  jirince  of  Persia, 
that  he  coidd  not  contain  himself :  he  arose, 
and,  advancing  to  a  balustrade,  which  he 
leaned  upon,  obliged  one  of  the  companions 
of  the  woman  who  had  just  done  singing  to 
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oil-serve  him.  As  she  was  near  him,  "Attend 
to  me, "  said  he  to  her,  ' '  and  do  me  the  favour 
to  accojnpany  with  yoiir  hito  a  song  which 
you  shall  hear  forthwith."  Then  he  sung 
with  an  air  so  tender  and  passionate,  as  per- 
fectly expressed  the  violence  of  his  love. 
As  soon  as  he  had  done,  Schemselnihar,  fol- 
lomng  his  example,  said  to  one  of  the  wo- 
men, "Attend  to  me  likewase,  and  accom- 
pany my  voice."  At  the  same  time  she  sung 
after  such  a  manner,  as  did  farther  pierce 
the  heart  of  the  prince  of  Pei-sia,  who  an- 
swered her  by  a  new  air,  more  passionate 
than  the  former. 

Those  two  lovers  having  declared  their 
mutual  affection  by  their  songs,  Schemsel- 
nihar yielded  to  the  force  of  her's  :  she  arose 
from  her  throne  in  transport,  and  advanced 
towards  the  door  of  the  hall.  The  prince, 
who  perceived  her  design,  rose  up  immedi- 
ately, and  went  to  meet  her  in  all  haste. 
'J'liey  met  at  the  door,  where  they  took  one 
another  by  the  hand,  and  embraced  with  so 
much  passion,  that  they  fainted,  and  would 
have  fallen,  if  the  women  who  followed 
.Schemselnihar  had  not  hindered  them. 
They  su])])orted  them,  and  carried  them  to 
a  sofa,  where  they  were  brought  to  them- 
selves again  by  throwing  odoriferous  water 
vipon  their  faces,  and  by  giving  them  some- 
thing to  smell  to. 

When  they  came  to  themselves,  the  first 
thing  that  Schemselnihar  did  was  to  look 
about;  and  not  seeing  Ebn  Thaher,  she 
asked,  with  eagerness,  where  he  was.  He 
had  withdrawn  out  of  resjiect,  whilst  her 
women  were  engaged  in  recovering  her,  and 
dreaded,  not  without  reason,  that  some  dis- 
agreeable consequence  might  follow  what  he 
had  seen ;  but  as  soon  as  he  heard  Schem  - 
selnihar  ask  for  him,  he  came  forward,  and 
presented  himself  before  her. 

Here  the  sultaness  gave  over  till  the  next 
morning,  because  day  appeared,  and  then 
resumed  the  story  next  nighc  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Eighty-Ninth  Night. 

Schemselnihar  was  very  well  jileased  to 
see  Ebn  Thaher,  and  expressed  her  joy  in 
these  obliging  terms  :  "Ebn  Thaher,  I  know 
not  how  to  return  the  great  obligations  you 
have  put  upon  me ;  without  you,  I  should 
never  have  seen  the  jjrince  of  Persia,  nor 
have  loved  the  most  amiable  person  in  the 
world;  assure  yourself  I  shall  not  die  un- 
grateful, and  that  my  gratitude,  if  possible, 
shall  be  equal  to  the  obligation."  Ebn  Thaher 
answered  this  compliment  by  a  low  bow, 
and  wished  the  favourite  the  accomplish- 
ment of  all  her  desires. 

Schemselnihar,  turning  towards  the  prince 
of  Persia,  who  sat  by  her,  and  looking  upon 
him  with  some  sort  of  confusion  after  what 


had  passed  Ijetwixt  them,  said  to  him,  "Sir, 
I  am  very  well  assured  you  love  me ;  and 
how  great  soever  your  love  may  be  to  me, 
you  need  not  doubt  bxit  mine  is  as  great 
towards  you.  But  let  us  not  flatter  oiir- 
selves ;  for,  notwithstanding  this  conformity 
of  our  sentiments,  I  see  nothing  for  you  and 
me  but  trouble,  impatience,  and  tormenting 
grief.  There  is  no  other  remedy  for  our 
evils  but  to  love  one  another  constantly,  to 
refer  ourselves  to  the  disposal  of  heaven, 
and  to  wait  its  determination  of  our  destiny." 
"Madam,"  rei^lied  the  prince  of  Persia,  "you 
will  do  me  the  greatest  injustice,  if  you 
doubt  for  a  moment  the  continuance  of  my 
love.  It  is  so  united  to  my  soul,  that  T  can 
justly  say  it  makes  the  best  part  of  it,  and 
that  I  shall  persevere  in  it  after  death. 
Pains,  torments,  obstacles,  nothing  shall  be 
capable  of  hindering  my  loving  you."  Speak- 
ing these  words,  he  shed  tears  in  abundance, 
and  Schemselnihar  was  not  able  to  restrain 
her's. 

Ebn  Thaher  took  this  opportunity  to 
speak  to  the  favourite  :  "Madam,"  said  he, 
"allow  me  to  represent  to  you,  that,  instead 
of  melting  into  tears,  you  ought  to  rejoice 
that  you  are  now  together.  I  understand 
not  this  grief.  What  will  it  be  when  you 
are  obliged  to  part  ?  But  why  do  I  talk  of 
that?  We  have  been  a  long  while  here, 
and  you  know,  madam,  it  is  time  for  us  to 
be  going."  "Ah !  how  cruel  are  you ! "  rejilied 
Schemselnihar.  "You,  who  know  the  cause 
of  my  tears,  have  you  no  pity  for  my  un- 
fortunate condition  ?  Oh !  sad  fatality !  what 
have  I  done  to  be  subject  to  the  severe  law 
of  not  being  able  to  enjoy  the  only  person  I 
love  ?  " 

Persuaded  as  she  was  that  Ebn  Thaher 
spoke  to  her  only  out  of  friendshij),  she  did 
not  take  amiss  what  he  said  to  her,  but  made 
a  premier  use  of  it.  She  made  a  sign  to  the 
slave,  her  confidant,  who  immediately  went 
out,  and  in  a  little  time  brought  a  collation 
of  fruits  upon  a  small  silver  table,  which  she 
set  down  betwixt  her  mistress  and  the  prmce 
of  Persia.  Schemselnihar  took  some  of  the 
best,  and  presented  to  the  prince,  praying 
him  to  eat  it  for  her  sake ;  he  took  it,  and 
put  to  his  mouth  that  part  which  she  touch- 
ed ;  and  then  he  presented  some  to  her, 
which  she  took,  and  ate  in  the  same  man- 
ner. She  did  not  forget  to  invite  Ebn  Tha- 
her to  eat  with  them  ;  but  he,  thinking 
himself  not  safe  in  that  place,  and  wishing 
himself  at  home,  ate  only  out  of  com- 
plaisance. After  the  collation  was  taken 
away,  they  bi-ought  a  silver  basin,  with 
water  in  a  vessel  of  gold,  and  washed  to- 
gether :  they  afterwards  returned  to  their 
places,  and  three  of  the  ten  black  women 
brought  each  a  cup  of  rock  crj^stal  full  of 
exquisite  wine,  upon  a  golden  salver,  which 
they  set  down   before    Schemselnihar,   the 
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l)rmce  of  Persia,  and  Ebn  Thaher.  That 
tlioN'  miglit  be  more  private,  Scliemselnihar 
kept  with  her  only  ten  black  women,  with 


ten  others,  who  began  to  sing,  and  play  upon 
instruments;  and  after  she  had  sent  a^ay 
all  the  rest,  she  took  up  one  of  the  cups, 


and,  holding  it  in  her  hand,  sung  s 
tender  words,  which  one  of  her  women  ac- 
companied with  her  lute.  When  she  had 
done,  she  drank,  and  afterwai'ds  took  up  one 
of  the  other  cups,  and  presented  it  to  the 
prince,  praying  him  to  drink  for  love  of  her, 
as  she  had  drunk  for  love  of  him.  He 
received  the  cup  with  a  transport  of  love 
and  joy ;  but  before  he  drank  he  sung  also 
a  song,  which  another  woman  accompanied 
with  an  instrument ;  and  as  he  sang,  the 
tears  fell  from  his  eyes  in  such  abundance, 
that  he  coiild  not  forbear  expressing  in  his 
song,  that  he  knew  not  Avhether  he  was 
going  to  drink  the  wine  she  had  presented 
to  him  or  his  own  tears.  Schemselnihar  at 
last  jtresentcd  the  third  cup  to  Ebn  Thaher, 
who  thanked  her  for  her  kindness,  and  for 
the  honour  she  did  him. 

After  this,  she  took  a  lute  from  one  of  her 
women,  and  sung  to  it  in  such  a  passionate 
manner,  that  she  seemed  to  be  transported 
out  of  herself ;  and  the  prince  of  Persia 
stood  with  his  eyes  fixed  upon  hei-,  as  if  he 
had  been  enchanted.  As  these  things  passed, 
her  trusty  slave  came  in  a  great  fright,  and, 
addressing  herself  to  her  mistress,  said, 
"Madam,  Mesi'our,  and  two  other  officers, 
with  several  eunuchs  that  attend  them,  are 
at  the  gate,  and  want  to  speak  with  you 
from  the  caliph."  When  the  prince  of 
Persia  and  Ebn  Thaher  heard  these  words, 
they  changed  colour,  and  began  to  tremble, 
as  if  they  had  been  undcnie ;  l>ut  Scliemsel- 
nihar, who  perceived  it,  recovered  their  cou- 
rage by  a  sigh. 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off  till  next  day, 
wlieu  she  resumed  the  story  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninetieth  Nidit. 


After  Schemselnihar  had  quieted  the  fears 
of  the  prince  of  Persia  and  Ebn  Thaher,  she 
ordered  the  slave,  her  conlulant,  to  go  and 
converse  with  Mesrour  and  the  two  other 
officers,  till  she  had  put  herself  in  a  condition 
to  receive  them,  and  could  send  her  to  intro- 
duce them.  Immediately  she  ordered  all 
the  windows  of  tlie  saloon  to  be  shut,  and 
the  painted  cloth  on  the  side  of  the  garden 
to  be  let  down ;  and,  after  having  assured 
the  prince  and  Ebn  Tliaher  that  they  might 
continue  there  without  any  fear,  she  went 
out  at  the  great  gate  leading  to  the  garden, 
and  shut  it  ni^on  them  ;  but  whatever  as- 
surance she  had  given  them  of  their  being 
safe,  they  were  despei'ately  afraid  aU  the 
while  they  were  there. 

As  soon  as  Schemselnihar  was  in  the  gar- 
den with  the  women  that  had  followed  her, 
slie  ordered  all  the  seats,  which  served  the 
women  who  played  on  the  instruments,  to 
be  set  near  the  window,  where  the  prince  of 
Persia  and  Ebn  Thaher  heard  them ;  and 
having  got  things  in  order,  she  sat  down 
upon  her  silver  throne;  then  she  sent  notice 
to  the  slave,  her  confidant,  to  bring  in  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs,  and  his  two  subaltern 
officers  with  him. 

They  apjieared,  followed  by  twenty  black 
eunuchs,  all  handsomely  clothed,  with  sci- 
mitars by  their  sides,  and  gold  belts  of  four 
inches  broad.  As  soon  as  they  perceived  the 
fa\'ourite  Schemselnihar  at  a  distance,  they 
made  her  a  pi-ofountl  reverence,  which  she 
returned  thein  from  her  throne.  When  the;' 
came  near,  she  got  up  and  went  to  meet 
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]\Iesroiir,  wlio  came  first;  slic  asked  wliat 
news  he  brought.  He  aiiswcred,  "  Madam, 
the  commander  of  the  faithfid  has  sent  me 
to  signify  that  he  cannot  live  longer  without 
seeing  you ;  he  designs  to  come  and  see  you 
to-night,  and  I  come  beforehand  to  give  you 
notice,  that  you  may  be  ready  to  receive 
him.  He  hopes,  madam,  that  you  will  re- 
ceive him  witli  as  much  i)leasure  as  he  feels 
impatience  to  see  you." 

Upon  this  discourse  of  Mesrour,  the  fa- 
vourite Schemselnihar  prostrated  herself  to 
the  ground,  as  a  mai-k  of  that  submission 
with  which  she  received  the  caliph's  order. 
Wlien  she  rose  up  again,  she  said,  ' '  Pray 
tell  the  commander  of  the  faithful,  that  I 
shall  always  reckon  it  my  glory  to  execute 
his  majesty's  commands,  and  that  his  slave 
will  do  her  utmost  to  receive  him  with  all 
the  respect  that  is  due  to  him."  At  the 
same  time  she  ordered  the  slave,  her  confi- 
dant, to  tell  the  black  women  appointed  for 
that  service  to  get  the  palace  ready  to  receive 
the  calii)h ;  and  dismissing  the  chief  of  the 
eunuchs,  said  to  him,  "  You  see  it  requires 
some  time  to  get  all  things  ready  ;  therefore 
I  entreat  you  to  curb  his  majesty's  impa- 
tience, that,  when  he  arrives,  he  may  not 
find  things  out  of  order." 

The  chief  of  the  eunuchs  and  his  retinue 
being  gone,  Schemselnihar  returned  to  the 
saloon,  extremely  concerned  at  the  necessity 
she  was  under  of  sending  back  the  prince  of 
Persia  sooner  than  she  thought  to  have  done. 
She  came  up  to  him  again  with  tears  in  her 
eyes,  which  heightened  Ebn  Thaller's  fear, 
who  thought  it  no  good  omen.  "Madam," 
said  the  prince  to  her,  "  I  perceive  you  are 
come  to  tell  me  that  we  must  part :  if  there 
be  nothing  more  to  dread,  I  hope  heaven 
will  give  me  the  patience  which  is  necessary 
to  support  your  absence."  "  Alas!  my  dear 
heart,  my  dear  soid,"  replied  the  too  tender 
Schemselnihar,  "how  happy  do  I  think  you, 
and  how  unhapjjy  do  I  think  myself,  when 
I  compare  your  lot  with  my  sad  destiny ! 
Ko  doubt  you  will  suEFer  by  my  absence,  but 
that  is  all,  and  you  may  comfort  yourself 
with  hopes  of  seeing  me  again ;  but  as  for 
me,  just  heaven  !  what  a  terrible  trial  am  I 
brought  to  !  I  must  not  only  be  deprived  of 
the  sight  of  the  only  person  whom  I  love, 
but  I  must  be  tormented  with  the  sight  of 
one  whom  you  have  made  hateful  to  me. 
Will  not  the  ai-rival  of  the  caliph  put  me  in 
mind  of  your  depai-ture?  And  how  can  I, 
when  I  am  taken  up  with  thinking  on  your 
dear  image,  express  to  that  prince  the  joy 
which  he  always  observed  in  my  eyes,  when- 
over  he  came  to  see  me  ?  I  shall  have  my 
mind  perplexed  when  I  speak  to  him,  and 
the  least  complaisance  which  I  shew  to  his 
love  will  stab  me  to  the  heart  like  a  dagger. 
Can  I  relish  his  kind  words  and  caresses  ? 
Think,  prince,  to  what  torments  I  shall  be 


exposed  when  I  can  see  you  no  more  !  "  Her 
tears  and  sighs  Ixindered  her  from  going  on, 
and  the  prince  of  Persia  would  have  replied 
to  her,  but  his  own  grief,  and  that  of  his 
mistress,  deprived  him  of  the  power  of 
speech. 

Ebn  Thaher,  who  only  wished  to  get  out 
of  the  i)alace,  was  obliged  to  comfort  them, 
and  to  exhort  them  to  have  patience ;  but 
the  trusty  slave  interrupted  them;  "Ma- 
dam," said  she  to  Schemselnihar,  "you have 
no  time  to  lose ;  the  eunuchs  begin  to  arrive, 
and  you  know  the  caliph  will  be  here  im- 
mediately." "  0  Heaven  !  how  cruel  is  this 
separation!"  cried  the  favourite:  "Make 
haste,"  said  she  to  the  confidant,  "carry 
them  both  to  the  gallery  which  looks  into 
the  garden  on  the  one  side,  and  to  the  Tigris 
on  the  other  :  and  when  the  night  grows 
dark,  let  them  out  by  the  back  gate,  that 
they  may  retire  with  safety."  Having 
s^joken  thus,  she  tenderly  embraced  the 
prince  of  Persia,  without  being  able  to  say 
one  word  more,  and  went  to  meet  the  ca- 
liph in  such  disorder  as  cannot  well  be  ima- 
gined. 

In  the  meantime  the  trusty  slave  carried 
the  prince  and  Elm  Tliaher  to  the  gallery, 
as  Schemselnihar  had  ajipointed ;  and  having 
brought  them  in,  left  them  there,  and  shut 
the  door  iipon  them,  after  having  assured 
them  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  and 
that  she  would  come  for  them  when  it  was 
time. 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off,  and  next 
night  pursued  the  story  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninety-First  M?]at. 

Sir,  continued  she,  when  Schemselnihar's 
triisty  slave  left  the  prince  of  Persia  and  Ebn 
Thaher,  they  forgot  she  had  assured  them 
that  they  needed  not  to  be  afraid  :  they  exa- 
mined the  gallery  and  were  seized  with  ex- 
treme fear,  because  they  knew  no  means  of 
escape  if  the  caliph  or  any  of  liis  officers 
should  happen  to  come  there. 

A  great  light  which  came  all  of  a  sudden 
from  the  side  of  the  garden  through  the 
lattices,  caused  them  to  ai)proach  them  to 
see  from  whence  it  came.  It  was  occasioned 
by  a  hundred  flambeaux  of  white  wax,  car 
ried  by  as  many  young  eunuchs ;  these  were 
followed  by  more  than  a  hundred  others, 
who  guarded  the  ladies  of  the  caliph's  palace, 
clothed  and  armed  with  scimitars,  in  the 
same  mannei-  as  those  I  spoke  of  before ;  and 
the  caliph  came  after  tliem,  betwixt  Mesrour 
their  captain  on  his  right,  and  Vassif  their 
second  officer  on  his  left  hand. 

Schemselnihar  waited  for  the  caliph  at  the 
entry  of  a  walk,  accompanied  with  twenty 
women,  all  of  surprising  beauty,  adorned 
with  necklaces  and  ear-rings  of  large  dia- 
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monds,  and  others  wLicli  covered  their  heads 
entii'ely  :  they  simg  and  played  on  their  in- 
struments, and  formed  a  charming  concert. 
The  favourite  no  sooner  saw  the  j)rince  ap- 
pear, but  she  advanced,  and  pi'ostrated  her- 
self at  his  feet ;  and  while  she  was  doing 
this,  "Prince  of  Persia,"  said  she  within 
herself,  "if  your  sad  eyes  witness  Avhat  I  do, 
judge  of  my  hard  lot;  if  I  was  humbling 
myself  so  before  you,  my  heart  should  feel 
no  reluctance." 

The  caliph  was  delighted  to  see  Schemsel- 
nihar.  "Rise,  madam,"  said  he  to  her: 
"  come  near  :  I  am  angry  with  myself  that  I 
shovdd  have  deprived  myself  so  long  of  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you."  As  he  spoke  thus 
he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and,  with  many 
tender  expressions,  went  and  sat  dovrn  upon 
the  silver  throne 
which  Schemsi  Ini 
bar  caused  to  be 
brought  for  hini, 
and  she  sat  doA\u 
upon  a  seat  bef(jie 
him  ;  and  the  tn  eu- 
ty  women  made  a 
circle  round  them 
upon  other  S(  ats, 
while  the  youn^ 
eunuchs,  who  cii- 
ried  flambeaux,  dis- 
persed themselves  at 
a  certain  distance 
from  one  anothu, 
that  the  calijjh 
might  enjoy  the 
cool  of  the  evennig 
the  better. 

When  the  caliph 
sat  down,  he  lo(jkLd 
round  him,  and  be 
held  with  great  ^j, 
tisfaction  the  gai  (h  u 
illuminated  with  a 
gi-eat  many  other 
lights,  besides  those 
flambeaux  which 
the  young  eunuchs 
held  ;  but  taking 
notice  that  the  ^  iloon  wag  shut,  was  aston 
ished  thereat,  and  demanded  the  reason.  It 
was  done  on  purpose  to  sui'iirise  him  ;  for  he 
had  no  sooner  spoken,  but  all  the  windows 
flew  open  at  once;  he  saw  it  illuminated 
within  and  without,  in  a  much  better  man- 
ner than  ever  he  had  seen  it  before.  ' '  Charm- 
ing Schemselnihar, "  cried  he  at  this  sight, 
"I  understand  you;  you  would  have  me 
to  know  there  are  as  fine  nights  as  days. 
After  what  I  have  seen  I  cannot  deny  it." 

Let  us  return  to  the  jjrince  of  Persia  and 
Ebn  Thaher,  whom  we  left  in  the  gallery. 
Ebn  Thaher  could  not  enough  admire  all 
that  he  saw.  "I  am  not  very  young,"  said 
he,  "and  I  have  seen  great  entertainments 


in  my  time  ;  but  1  do  not  think  anything 
can  be  seen  so  siu-jirising  and  magnificent. 
All  that  is  said  of  enchanted  palaces  does 
not  come  up  to  the  prodigious  spectacles  we 
now  see.  What  riches  and  magnificence 
united!" 

The  prince  of  Persia  was  not  at  all  moved 
with  those  objects  which  so  delighted  Ebn 
Thaher;  he  could  look  on  nothing  but 
Schemselnihar,  and  the  presence  of  the 
caliph  threw  him  into  an  inconceivable  grief. 
"Dear  Elm  Thaher,"  said  he,  "would  to 
God  I  had  my  mind  as  much  at  liberty  to 
attend  to  those  objects  of  admiration  as 
you  !  But,  alas !  I  am  in  a  quite  diff'erent 
situation;  all  those  objects  serve  only  to 
increase  my  torment.  Can  I  see  the  caliph 
familiar  Avith  the  object  of  my  love,  and  not 
die  of  grief  ?  Must 
such  a  passionate 
1  )ve  as  mine  be  dis- 
tui'bed  with  so  po- 
tent a  rival?  0 
heavens !  How  cruel 
a  ad  strange  is  my 
destiny  !  It  is  but 
Op  moment  since  I 
e  steemed  myself  the 
most  fortunate  lov- 
er in  the  world,  and 
at  this  instant  I  feel 
a  death-stroke  to  my 
heart.  I  cannot  re- 
sist it,  my  dear  Ebn 
Tbaher;  my  pati- 
ence is  exhaiisted, 
my  disorder  over- 
whelms me,  and 
my  courage  fads." 
While  hewas  speak- 
ing those  words,  he 
6-  iw  something  pass 
in  the  garden,  which 
obhged  him  to  keep 
silence,  and  to  turn 
all  his  attention 
that  way. 

The  caliph  had 
ordered  one  of  the 
women  Mho"<vas  neai  him,  to  play  upon  her 
lute,  and  she  began  to  sing ;  the  words  that 
she  sung  were  very  passionate,  and  the  ca- 
liph, persuaded  that  she  sung  thus  by  order 
of  Schemselnihar,  who  had  frequently  enter- 
tained him  with  the  like  testimonies  of  her 
affections,  interpreted  them  in  his  own  fa- 
V01U-.  But  this  was  not  now  Schemselnihar'p 
meaning  ;  she  applied  it  to  her  dear  Ali  Ebn 
Becar,  and  was  so  sensibly  touched  with 
grief,  to  have  before  her  an  object  whose 
presence  she  could  no  longer  enjoy,  that  she 
fainted  and  fell  baelcwards  upon  her  seat, 
which  having  no  arms  to  sui)2iort  her,  she 
must  have  fallen  down,  had  not  some  of 
the    women    given   her    timely  assistance, 
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taken  lier  up,  and  carried  lier  into  the 
saloon. 

Ebn  Thaher,  who  was  in  the  gaJlery,  being 
surprised  at  this  accident,  turned  towards 
the  prince  of  Persia ;  but',  instead  of  seemg 
him  stand  and  look  through  the  window  as 
before,  he  was  extremely  amazed  to  sec  him 
lying  at  his  feet  motionless.  This  convinced 
him  of  the  violence  of  that  prince's  passion 
for  Schemselnihar,  and  he  admired  that 
strange  eS'ect  of  sympathy,  which  put  him 
into  a  mortal  fear,  because  of  the  place  they 
were  in.  He  did  all  he  could  to  recover  the 
prince,  but  in  vain.  Ebn  Thaher  was  in 
this  perplexity,  when  Schemselnihar's  con- 
fidant opened  the  gallery  door,  and  came  in 
out  of  breath,  as  one  who  knew  not  where 
she  was.  "  Come  sijeedily,"  cried  she, 
"  that  I  may  let  you  out ;  all  is  in  confusion 
here,  and  I  fear  this  will  be  the  last  of  our 
days."  "Ah!  how  would  you  have  us 
go  t "  replied  Ebn  Thaher,  with  a  mournfid 
voice;  "come  near, -I  i)ray  you,  and  see 
what  a  condition  the  prince  of  Pei-sia  is  in." 
When  the  slave  saw  him  in  a  swoon,  she 
ran  in  all  haste  for  water,  and  returned  iu 
an  instant. 

At  last  the  prince  of  Persia,  after  they  had 
thrown  water  on  his  face,  recovered  his 
spirits.  "  Prince,"  said  Ebn  Thaher  to  him, 
"  we  run  the  risk  of  perishing,  if  we  stay 
here  any  longer  :  exert  yourself,  therefore  ; 
let  us  endeavour  to  save  our  lives. "  He  was 
so  feeble,  that  he  coidd  not  rise  alone ;  Ebn 
Thaher  and  the  confidant  lent  him  their 
hands,  and  supported  him  on  each  side. 
They  came  to  a  little  iron  gate  which  opens 
towards  the  Tigris,  went  out  at  it,  and 
came  to  the  side  of  a  little  canal  which  has 
a  communication  with  the  river.  The  con- 
fidant clapped  her  hands,  and  immediately 
a  little  boat  appeared,  and  came  towards 
them  with  one  rower.  Ali  Ebn  Becar  and 
his  comrade  went  aboard,  and  the  confidant 
staid  at  the  side  of  the  canal.  As  soon  as 
the  prince  sat  down  in  the  boat,  he  stretched 
out  one  hand  towards  the  palace,  and  laying 
the  other  upon  his  heart,  "Dear  object  of 
my  soul,"  cried  he  with  a  feeble  voice,  "  re- 
ceive my  faith  with  this  hand,  Avhile  I  as- 
sure you  with  the  other,  that  my  heart  shall 
for  ever  preserve  the  lire  with  which  it  burns 
for  you." 

Here  Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  held 
her  jieace,  and  next  night  resumed  her  story 
thus  : — 


Tlie  Hundred  and  Ninety-Second  Night. 

In  the  meantime  the  boatman  rowed  with 
all  his  might,  and  vSchemseluihar's  confidant 
accompanied  the  prince  of  Persia  and  Ebn 
Thaher,  walking  along  the  side  of  the  canal, 
imtil  they  came  to  the  Tigris,  and  when 


she  could  go  no  farther,  she  took  leave  of 
them,  and  returned. 

The  prince  of  Persia  continued  very 
feeble:  Ebn  Thaher  comforted  him,  and 
exhorted  him  to  take  courage.  "Consider," 
said  he  to  him,  "  that  when  we  are  landed, 
we  have  a  great  way  to  go  before  we  reach 
my  house ;  and  I  would  not  advise  you  to 
go  to  your  lodging,  which  is  a  great  deal  far- 
ther than  mine,  at  this  hour,  and  in  this 
condition."  At  last  they  went  out  of  the 
boat,  but  the  prince  had  so  little  strength, 
that  he  could  not  walk,  which  put  Ebn 
Thaher  into  great  perplexity.  He  recol- 
lected he  had  a  friend  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  carried  the  prince  thither  with  great 
difficulty.  His  friend  received  him  very 
cheerfidly,  and  when  he  made  them  sit 
down,  he  asked  them  where  they  had  been 
so  late.  Ebn  Thaher  answered  him,  '  •  I 
heard  this  evening  that  a  man  who  owed 
me  a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  setting 
out  on  a  long  voyage.  I  lost  no  time  to  find 
him,  and  by  the  way  I  met  with  this  young 
nobleman  whom  you  see,  and  to  whon  I  am 
under  a  thousand  ol)ligations  ;  for,  knowing 
my  debtor,  he  did  me  the  favour  to  go  along 
with  me.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
to  Ijring  the  man  to  reason.  We  have  at 
length  succeeded,  and  this  is  the  cause  of 
our  being  so  late.  Tn  our  return  home,  this 
good  lord,  to  whom  I  am  for  ever  bound  to 
shew  all  possible  respect,  was  attacked  by  a 
sudden  illness,  which  made  me  take  the  lib- 
erty to  knock  at  your  door,  flattering  myseK 
that  you  v;-oidd  be  pleased  to  lodge  us  this 
night." 

Ebn  Thaller's  friend  took  all  this  for  truth, 
told  them  they  were  welcome,  and  offered 
the  prince  of  Persia,  whom  he  knew  not,  all 
the  assistance  he  could  desire ;  but  Ebn 
Thaher  spoke  for  the  prince,  and  said,  that 
his  distemper  was  of  that  nature  as  required 
nothing  but  rest.  His  friend  understood  by 
this  that  they  desired  to  go  to  bed.  Upon 
which  he  conducted  them  to  an  apartment, 
where  he  left  them. 

Though  the  prince  of  Persia  slept,  he  was 
interrupted  by  troublesome  dreams,  which 
represented  Schemselnihar  in  a  swoon  at  the 
caliph's  feet,  and  increased  his  affliction. 
Ebn  Thaher  was  very  impatient  to  be  at 
home,  and  douljted  not  but  his  family  was 
under  great  aiiprehension,  because  he  never 
used  to  sleep  out.  He  rose  and  departed 
early  in  the  morning,  after  he  had  taken 
leave  of  his  friend,  who  rose  at  break  of  day 
to  prayers.  At  last  he  came  home,  and  the 
first  thing  the  prince  of  Persia  did,  who  had 
walked  so  far  with  much  trouble,  was  to  lie 
down  upon  a  sofa,  as  weary  as  if  he  had 
gone  a  long  journey.  Being  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  go  to  his  own  house,  Ebn  Thaher 
ordered  a  chamber  to  be  made  ready  for  him, 
and  sent  to  acquaint  his  friends  v/ith  his  con- 
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dition  and  wliere  he  -was.  In  tlie  meantime 
he  begged  him  to  compose  himself,  to  com- 
mand in  his  house,  and  to  dispose  of  all 
things  as  he  pleased.  ' '  I  thank  yon  heartily 
for  those  obliging  offers,"  said  the  prince  of 
Persia  ;  "  but  that  1  may  not  be  any  ^yay 
troublesome  to  you,  I  conjure  you  to  deal 
with  me  as  if  I  were  not  at  your  house.  I 
woidd  not  stay  one  moment,  if  I  thought 
my  presence  woiild  incommode  you  in  the 
least." 

As  soon  as  Ebu  Thaher  had  time  to  recol- 
lect himself,  he  told  his  family  all  that  had 
passed  at  Schemselnihar's  palace,  and  con- 
cluded by  thanking  God  who  had  delivered 
him  from  the  danger  he  was  in.  The  prince 
of  Persia's  principal  domestics  came  to  re- 
ceive his  orders  at  Ebn  Thaher's  house,  and 
in  a  little  time  there  arrived  several  of  his 
friends  who  had  notice  of  his  indisposition. 
Those  friends  passed  the  greatest  part  of  the 
day  with  him  ;  and  though  their  conversation 
could  not  extinguish  those  sad  ideas  which 
were  the  cause  of  his  trouble,  yet  it  gave 
liiju  some  relief.  He  would  have  taken  his 
leave  of  Ebn  Thaher  towards  the  evening ; 
but  this  faithfid  friend  found  him  still  so 
weak,  that  he  obliged  him  to  stay  till  next 
day,  and  in  the  meantime,  to  divei't  him,  he 
gave  him  a  concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  in  the  evening ;  but  this  concei-t  served 
oidy  to  piTt  him  in  mind  of  the  preceding 
night,  and  renewed  his  trouble,  instead  of 
assuaging  it ;  so  that  next  day  his  distemper 
seemed  to  increase.  Upon  this  Ebn  Thaher 
did  not  oppose  his  going  home,  but  took 
care  to  accompany  him  thither  ;  and  when 
ho  was  with  him  alone  in  his  chamber,  he 
represented  to  him  all  those  arguments 
which  might  influence  him  to  a  generous 
effort  to  overcome  that  passion  which  in  the 
end  would  neither  prove  lucky  to  himself 
nor  to  the  favourite.  "Ah!  dear  Ebn 
Thaher,"  cried  the  prince,  "  how  easy  is  it 
for  you  to  give  this  advice,  but  how  hard  is 
it  for  me  to  follow  it ;  I  am  sensible  of  its 
importance,  but  am  not  able  to  prolit  by  it. 
I  have  said  already,  that  I  shall  carry  to 
the  gi-ave  with  me  the  love  that  I  bear  to 
Sclieniselnihar. "  When  Ebn  Thaher  saw 
tliat  he  covdd  gain  nothing  upon  the  prince, 
he  took  his  leave  of  him,  ami  would  have  re- 
tired. 

Scheherazade  seeing  day  begin  to  appear, 
held  her  peace,  and  next  mornmg  resumed 
her  discoiu-se  thus : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninety-Third  Night. 

The  prince  of  Persia  stopped  him,  and  said, 
"  Kind  Ebn  Thaher,  since  I  have  declared 
to  you  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  follow 
your  wise  counsels,  I  beg  you  would  not 
charge  it  on  me  as  a  crime,  nor  forbear  to 


give  me  the  usual  testimonies  of  your  friend- 
ship; you  cannot  do  me  a  greater  favour 
than  to  inform  me  of  the  destiny  of  my  dear 
Schemselnihar,  when  you  hear  any  news  of 
her:  the  uncertainty  I  am  in  concerning 
her  fate,  and  the  mortal  apprehensions  her 
fainting  has  occasioned  in  me,  keep  me  in 
this  languishing  condition  you  re])roach  mo 
with."  "My  lord,"  answered  Ebn  Thaher, 
"you  have  reason  to  hope  that  her  fainting 
was  not  attended  with  any  bad  conse- 
quences ;  her  confidant  will  quickly  come 
and  inform  me  of  the  issue ;  and  as  soon  as  I 
know  the  particulars,  I  will  not  fail  to  ira- 
pai-t  them." 

Ebn  Thaher  left  the  prince  in  this  hojie, 
and  returned  home,  where  he  exjiected 
Schemselnihar's  confidant  all  the  rest  of  the 
day,  but  in  vain ;  nor  did  she  come  next  day. 
His  iineasiness  to  know  the  state  of  the 
prince  of  Pei-sia's  health  would  not  suffer 
him  to  stay  any  longer  without  seeing  him  ; 
he  went  to  his  lodging  to  exhort  him  to 
patience,  and  found  him  lying  on  his  bed  as 
ill  as  ever,  suiTounded  by  a  great  many  of 
his  friends,  and  several  physicians,  who 
made  use  of  all  their  art  to  tliscover  the 
cause  of  his  distemper.  As  soon  as  he  saw 
Ebn  Thaher,  he  looked  upon  him  smiling,  to 
signify  that  he  had  two  things  to  tell  him  ; 
the  one,  that  he  was  glad  to  see  him ;  the 
other,  how  much  the  phj'sicians,  who  coidd 
not  discover  the  cause  of  his  distemper,  were 
out  in  their  reasonings. 

His  friends  and  physicians  retired  one 
after  another,  so  that  Ebn  Thaher  being 
alone  with  him,  came  near  his  bed  to  ask  him 
how  he  did  since  he  saw  him.  "I  must  teU 
you,"  answered  the  prince,  "that  my  pas- 
sion, which  continually  gathers  new  strength, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  the  lovely  Schemsel- 
nihar's destiny,  augment  my  distemper  every 
moment,  and  cast  me  into  such  a  state,  as 
afflicts  my  kindred  and  friends,  and  breaks 
the  measures  of  my  physicians,  who  do  not 
imderstand  it.  You  cannot  think,"  added 
he,  "  how  much  I  suffer  by  seeing  so  many 
people  about  me,  who  importime  me,  and 
whom  I  cannot  in  civility  put  away.  Your 
company  alone  relieves  me  ;  but  I  conjure 
you  not  to  dissemble  with  me  :  What  news 
do  you  bring  me  of  Schemselnihar  ?  Have 
you  seen  her  confidant  ?  What  said  she  to 
j'ou?"  Ebn  Thaher  answered,  that  he  had 
not  seen  her  yet ;  and  no  sooner  had  he 
told  the  jirince  of  Persia  this  sad  news,  but 
the  tears  came  into  his  eyes ;  he  could  not 
answer  one  Avord,  his  heai't  was  so  oppressed. 
"Prince,"  added  Ebn  Thaher,  "suffer  me 
to  tell  you,  that  you  are  too  ingenious  in 
tormenting  yourself.  In  the  name  of  God, 
wipe  away  your  tears  :  if  any  of  j^our  people 
should  come  in,  they  woidd  discover  you  by 
this,  notwithstanding  the  care  you  ought  to 
take  to  conceal  your  thoughts."     Whatever 
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this  judicious  confidant  coidd  say,  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  prince  to  refrain  from  weep- 
ing. "Wise  Ebn  Thaber,"  said  be,  when 
lie  had  recovered  bis  speech,  "  I  may  indeed 
binder  my  tongue  from  revealing  the  secrets 
of  my  heart,  but  I  have  no  power  over  my 
tears,  upon  such  an  alai-ming  subject  as 
Schemsebiibar's  danger.  If  that  adorable 
and  only  object  of  my  desires  be  no  longer 
in  the  world,  I  shall  not  survive  her  a  mo- 
ment." "Reject  so  afflicting  a  thought," 
replied  Ebn  Thaher ;  ' '  Schemsehiihar  is  yet 
ahve,  you  need  not  doubt  of  it ;  if  you  have 
heard  no  news  of  her,  it  is  because  she  could 
find  no  opxiortimity  to  send  to  you,  and  I 
hope  you  wiU  hear  from  her  to-day."  To 
this  he  added  several  other  consoling  argu- 
ments, and  then  withdrew. 

Ebn  Thaher  was  scarce  at  his  own  house 
when  Schemselnihar's  confidant  arrived  with 
a  melancholy  coimtenance,  which  he  reckon- 
ed a  bad  omen.  He  asked  news  of  her  mis- 
tress :  "  Tell  me  your's  first,"  said  the  con- 
fidant, "for  I  was  in  great  ti'ouble  to  see 
the  prince  of  Persia  go  away  in  that  condi- 
tion." Ebn  Thaher  told  her  all  that  she 
wished  to  know,  and  when  he  had  done  the 
slave  began  thus  : — If  the  ])rince  of  Per- 
sia, said  she,  has  suiiered,  and  does  stiU 
suffer,  for  my  mistress,  she  suffers  no  less 
for  him.  After  I  depai-ted  from  you,  con- 
tinxied  she,  I  returned  to  the  saloon,  where 
I  foimd  iSchemsehiihar  not  yet  recovered 
from  her  swoon,  notwithstanding  all  the 
help  they  endeavoured  to  give  her.  The 
caUph  was  sitting  near  her,  with  all  the 
signs  of  real  grief  :  he  asked  aU  the  w"omen, 
and  me  in  particular,  if  we  knew  the  cause 
of  her  distemper;  but  we  kept  all  secret, 
and  told  him  we  were  altogether  ignorant 
of  it.  In  the  meantime,  we  all  wept  to  see 
her  suffer  so  long,  and  forgot  nothing  that 
might  any  way  help  her.  In  a  word,  it  was 
almost  midnight  before  she  came  to  herself. 
The  caliph,  who  had  the  patience  to  wait 
the  event,  was  rejoiced  at  her  recovery,  and 
asked  Schemselnihar  the  cause  of  her  dis- 
temper. As  soon  as  she  heard  him  speak, 
she  endeavoured  to  recover  her  seat :  and 
after  she  had  kissed  his  feet,  before  he  could 
hinder  her,  "  Sir,"  said  she,  "  I  have  reason 
to  complain  of  heaven,  that  it  did  not  allow 
me  to  expire  at  your  majesty's  feet,  to  tes- 
tify thereby  how  sensible  I  am  of  your  fa- 
vours." 

"I  am  persuaded  you  love  me,"  said  the 
caliph  to  her,  "  and  I  command  you  to  pre- 
serve yourself  for  my  sake.  You  have  pro- 
bably exceeded  in  something  to-day,  which 
has  occasioned  this  indisposition  ;  take  care, 
I  entreat  you  :  abstain  from  it  for  the  fu- 
ture :  I  am  very  glad  to  see  you  better,  and 
I  advise  you  to  stay  here  to-night,  and  not 
to  return  to  your  chamber,  for  fear  the  mo- 
tion affect  5''ou."      He  then  commanded  a 


little  wine  to  be  brought  her,  in  order  to 
strengthen  her  ;  and  taking  leave  of  her,  re- 
turned to  his  apartment. 

As  soon  as  the  caliph  was  gone,  my  mis- 
tress gave  me  a  sign  to  come  near  her.  She 
asked  me  earnestly  concerning  you  :  I  as- 
sured her  that  you  had  been  gone  a  long 
time,  which  made  her  easy  on  that  head  :  I 
took  care  not  to  speak  of  the  prince  of  Per- 
sia's fainting,  lest  it  shoidd  make  her  fall 
into  the  same  state,  from  which  we  had  so 
much  trouble  to  recover  her ;  but  my  pre- 
caiitious  were  in  vain,  as  you  shall  hear. 
"  Prince,"  said  she,  "  I  henceforth  renounce 
all  pleasure  as  long  as  I  am  dejirived  of  the 
sight  of  you.  If  I  have  imderstood  your 
heart  right,  I  only  follow  your  example. 
You  Avill  not  cease  to  weep  imtil  you  see  me 
again  ;  it  is  but  just  that  I  wee^j  and  mourn 
until  I  see  you."  At  these  words,  which 
she  littered  in  a  manner  expressive  of  the 
violence  of  her  passion,  she  fainted  a  second 
time  in  my  arms. 

Here  Scheherazade  seeing  day  begin  to 
appear,  broke  off,  and  next  night  j)ursued 
her  discourse  thus  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninety-Fourth  Night. 

Schemselnihar's  confidant  continued  to  tell 
Ebn  Thaher  aU  that  had  happened  to  her 
mistress  after  the  first  fainting.  My  com- 
panions and  I,  said  she,  were  a  long  time 
recovering  her  ;  at  last  she  came  to  herself ; 
and  then  I  said  to  her,  "Madam,  are  you 
resolved  to  kill  yourself,  and  to  make  us 
also  die  with  you  ?  I  entreat  you,  in  the 
name  of  the  prince  of  Persia,  who  is  so 
deeply  interested  in  your  life,  to  preserve  it, 
as  you  love  yourseK  ;  be  persuaded  to  this 
effort,  as  you  love  the  prince,  and  for  our 
fidelity  to  you."  "  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  you,"  replied  she,  "for  your  care,  your 
zeal,  and  your  advice  ;  but,  alas  !  they  are 
useless  to  me  :  you  are  not  to  flatter  us  with 
any  hopes,  for  we  can  expect  no  end  of  our 
torment  but  in  the  grave." 

One  of  my  companions  would  have  di- 
verted these  sad  thoughts  by  playing  on  the 
lute,  but  she  commanded  her  to  be  silent, 
and  ordered  all  of  them  to  retire,  except  me, 
whom  she  kejjt  all  night  with  her.  O  hea- 
vens !  what  a  night  it  was !  She  passed  it  in 
tears  and  groans,  and  incessantly  naming 
the  prince  of  Persia  ;  she  lamented  her  lot, 
that  had  destined  her  to  the  calijih,  whom 
she  could  not  love,  and  not  for  him  whom 
she  loved  so  dearly. 

Next  morning,  because  she  was  not  com- 
modiously  lodged  in  the  saloon,  I  helped  her 
to  her  chamber,  where  she  no  sooner  arrived 
than  all  the  physicians  of  the  palace  came  to 
see  her,  by  order  of  the  caliph,  who  was  not 
long   in   coming   himself.       The   medicines 
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wliich  the  physicians  prescribed  to  Schem- 
selnihar  were  ineffectual,  because  they  were 
ignorant  of  the  cause  of  her  distemper  ;  and 
the  presence  of  the  caliph  augmented  it. 
She  got  a  little  rest,  however,  this  night, 
and  as  soon  as  she  awoke,  she  charged  me 
to  come  to  you,  to  hear  news  of  the  j^rince 
of  Persia.  "I  have  already  informed  you 
of  his  case,"  said  Ebn  Thaher  ;  "  so  return 
to  your  mistress,  and  assure  her,  that  the 
prince  of  Persia  waits  for  news  from  her 
with  the  like  impatience  that  she  does  from 
him  ;  above  all,  exhort  her  to  moderation, 
and  to  overcome  herself,  for  fear  she  drop 
before  the  calijth  some  word  which  may 
prove  fatal  to  us  all."  "As  for  me,"  replied 
the  confidant,  "  I  confess  I  dread  her  tran- 
sports ;  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  tell  her 
my  mind,  and  am  persuaded  that  she  will 
not  take  it  ill  that  I  tell  her  again  this  from 
you." 

Ebn  Thaher,  who  had  but  just  come  from 
the  prince  of  Persia's  lodgings,  thought  it 
not  convenient  to  return  so  soon,  and  neglect 
his  own  important  a3"airs,  and  therefore 
went  not  till  the  evening ;  the  prince  was 
alone,  and  no  better  than  in  the  morning. 
"Ebn  Thaher,"  said  he  to  him,  as  soon  as 
he  saw  him,  "you  have  dovibtless  many 
friends,  but  they  do  not  know  your  worth 
which  yoii  discover  to  me  by  your  zeal, 
your  care,  and  the  trouble  you  give  yourself 
to  oblige  me.  I  am  confounded  with  all  that 
you  do  for  me  with  so  great  affection,  and  I 
know  not  how  I  shall  be  able  to  express  my 
gratitude."  "  Prince,"  answered  Ebn  Tha- 
her, "  do  not  speak  so,  I  entreat  you  ;  I  am 
ready,  not  only  to  give  one  of  my  eyes  to 
save  one  of  yours,  but  to  sacrifice  my  life 
for  you.  But  this  is  not  the  present  busi- 
ness ;  I  come  to  tell  you  that  Schemselnihar 
sent  her  confidant  to  ask  me  about  you,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  inform  me  of  her  condi- 
tion. You  may  assure  yoiu-self  that  T  said 
nothing  bxit  what  might  confirm  the  excess 
of  your  passion  for  her  mistress,  and  the 
constancy  with  which  you  love  her."  Then 
Ebn  Thaher  gave  him  a  particular  account 
of  all  that  had  jiassed  betwixt  the  trusty 
slave  and  him.  The  i)rince  listened  with  all 
the  different  emotions  of  fear,  jealousy,  affec- 
tion, and  compassion,  which  this  conversa- 
tion could  inspire  him  with,  making,  iipon 
everything  which  he  heard,  all  the  afflicting 
or  comforting  reflections  that  so  passionate  a 
lover  was  capaljle  of. 

Their  conversation  continued  so  long,  that 
the  night  was  far  advanced,  so  that  the 
prince  of  Persia  obliged  Ebn  Thaher  to  stay 
with  him.  The  next  morning,  as  this  trusty 
friend  returned  home,  there  came  to  him  a 
woman,  whom  he  knew  to  be  Schemselni- 
har's  confidant,  and  immediately  she  spoke 
to  him  thus  :  "  My  mistress  salutes  you, 
and  I  am  come  to  entreat  you  in  her  name 


to  deliver  this  letter  to  the  prince  of  Persia. " 
The  zealous  Ebn  Thaher  took  the  letter,  and 
returned  to  the  j)rince,  accompanied  by  the 
confidant  slave. 

Scheherazade  stopped  here,  because  day 
began  to  apj^eai-,  and  resumed  her  discourse 
to  the  sidtan  of  the  Indies  the  night  foUow- 
ins,  and  said  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninety-Fifth  Night. 

Sir,  when  EI:)n  Thaher  entered  the  prince 
of  Persia's  house  with  Schemselnihar's  confi- 
dant, he  prayed  her  to  stay,  and  wait  for 
him  a  moment  in  the  drawing-room.  As 
soon  as  the  prince  of  Persia  saw  him,  he 
asked  earnestly  what  news  he  had  to  tell 
him  ?  "The  best  you  can  expect,"  answered 
Ebn  Thaher  :  you  are  as  dearly  beloved  as 
you  love ;  Schemselnihar's  confidant  is  m 
your  drawing-room  ;  she  has  brought  you  a 
letter  from  her  mistress,  and  waits  for  your 
orders  to  come  in."  "Let  her  come  in," 
cried  the  prince,  Avith  a  transport  of  joy; 
and  so  saying,  he  sat  up  to  receive  her. 

The  prince's  attendants  went  from  him  as 
soon  as  they  saw  Ebn  Thaher,  and  left  him 
alone  with  their  master.  Ebn  Thaher  Avent 
and  opened  the  door  himself,  and  brought  in 
the  confidant.  The  prince  knew  her,  and 
received  her  with  great  politeness.  "My 
lord,"  said  she  to  him,  "I  am  sensible  of 
the  affliction  you  have  endured  since  I  had 
the  honour  to  conduct  you  to  the  boat  which 
waited  to  bring  you  back  ;  but  I  hope  the 
letter  I  have  brought  Avill  contribiite  to  your 
cure."  So  saying,  she  presented  him  the 
letter.  He  took  it,  and  after  he  had  kissed 
it  several  times,  he  opened  and  read  it  as 
follows  : — 

A  Letter  from  Hchemseliiihar  to  All  Eln 
Becar,  Prince  of  Persia. 

"The  person  who  brings  you  this  letter 
will  give  you  a  better  account  concerning 
me  than  I  can  do,  for  I  have  not  been  my- 
self since  I  saw  you  :  being  deprived  of 
your  presence,  I  sought  to  deceive  myself 
by  conversing  with  yon  by  these  ill-written 
lines,  with  the  same  pleasure  as  if  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  speak  to  you. 

"  It  is  said,  that  patience  is  a  cure  for  all 
evils,  but  it  heightens  my  sufferings,  instead 
of  relieving  them.  Although  your  picture 
be  deeply  engraven  in  my  heart,  my  eyes 
desire  speedily  once  more  to  sec  the  original ; 
and  they  will  lose  all  their  light,  if  they  be 
any  considerable  time  dejirived  of  it.  May 
I  flatter  myself  that  yours  have  the  same 
impatience  to  see  me  ?  Yes,  I  can  ;  their 
tender  glances  have  sufficiently  discovered 
it  to  me.  How  happy,  prince,  should  you 
and  Schemselnihar  both  be,  if  our  united 
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dosii'es  were  not  thwarted  by  invincible  ob- 
stacles, ■vvhicli  afflict  me  the  more  sensibly 
as  they  have  that  effect  on  yon. 

"  Those  thonghts  which  my  fingers  write, 
and  which  I  expi-ess  with  incredible  pleasure, 
repeating  them  again  and  again,  jjroceed 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  and  from  the 
incurable  wound  whicli  you  have  made  in 
it ;  a  wound  which  I  bless  a  thousand  times, 
notwithstanding  the  cruel  torments  I  endure 
for  your  absence.  I  would  reckon  all  that 
opposes  our  love  nothing,  were  I  only  al- 
lowed to  see  you  sometimes  with  freedom  ; 
I  shoidd  then  enjoy  you,  and  what  could  I 
desii-e  more  ? 

"  Do  not  imagine  that  I  say  more  than  I 
think.  Alas!  wliatever  expressions  I  make 
nse  of,  I  feel  that  I  think  more  than  I  can 
teU  you.  ;My  eyes,  which  are  continually 
watching  and  weeping  for  your  return  ;  my 
afflicted  heart,  which  desu-es  you  alone  ;  the 
sighs  that  escape  me  as  often  as  I  think  on 
you,  that  is  every  moment ;  my  imagina- 
tion, which  represents  no  other  object  to  me 
than  my  dear  prince  ;  the  complaints  that  I 
make  to  heaven  for  the  rigour  of  my  destiny  ; 
in  a  word,  ray  grief,  my  distress,  my  tor- 
ments, which  give  me  no  ease  ever  since 
I  lost  sight  of  you,  will  vouch  for  what  I 
write. 

"  Am  I  not  unhappy  to  be  born  to  love, 
without  hope  of  enjoying  him  whom  I  love  ? 
This  afflicting  tliought  oppresses  me  so  that 
I  should  die,  were  I  not  persuaded  that  you 
love  me  :  but  this  sweet  comfort  balances 
my  despair,  and  preserves  my  life.  Tell  me 
that  you  love  me  always  ;  I  will  keep  your 
letter  carefully,  and  read  it  a  thousand  times 
a  day  :  I  should  endiire  my  afflictions  with 
less  impatience  :  I  pray  heaven  may  cease  to 
be  angry  at  us,  and  grant  lis  an  ojiportuuity 
to  say  that  we  love  one  another  without 
fear ;  and  that  we  shall  never  cease  to  love 
one  another.  Adieu.  I  salute  Ebu  Thaher, 
to  whom  we  are  so  much  obliged." 

The  prince  of  Persia  was  not  satisfied 
with  reading  the  letter  once  ;  he  thought  he 
had  read  it  with  too  little  attention,  and 
therefore  read  it  again  with  more  leisure  : 
and  as  he  read,  sometimes  he  uttered  deep 
sighs,  sometimes  he  shed  tears,  and  some- 
times he  broke  out  into  transports  of  joy 
and  tenderness,  as  he  was  aii'ected  with 
what  he  read.  In  short,  he  coidd  not  keep 
his  eyes  off  those  characters  drawn  by  so 
beloved  a  hand,  and  was  beginning  to  read 
it  a  third  time,  when  Ebn  Thaher  observed 
to  him  that  the  confidant  had  no  time  to 
lose,  and  that  he  ought  to  tlrink  of  giving 
an  answer.  "Alas!"  cried  the  prince, 
"how  would  j-ou  have  me  answer  so  kind  a 
letter?  In  what  terms  shall  I  express  my- 
self in  the  disturbed  state  I  am  in  ?  ]\Iy 
mind  is  tossed  with  a  thousand  tormenting 
thoughts,  whicli  are  lost  the  same  moment 


they  are  conceived,  to  make  way  fi>r  others. 
So  long  as  my  body  is  influenced  by  tho 
impressions  of  my  mind,  how  shall  I  be  able 
to  hold  the  paper,  or  guide  my  reed  to 
write  ? "  * 

So  saying,  he  took  out  of  a  little  desk 
which  was  near  him,  paper,  a  cane  ready 
cut,  and  an  inkhorn. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  broke  off 
her  story,  and  began  again  next  day  as  fol- 
lows : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninety-Sixth  Night. 

Si}i,  the  prince  of  Persia,  before  he  began 
to  write,  gave  Schemselnihar's  letter  to  Ebu 
Thahei-,  and  jjrayed  him  to  hold  it  open 
while  he  -wTote,  that  by  casting  his  eyes 
upon  it  he  might  the  better  see  what  to 
answer.  He  began  to  write ;  but  the  tears 
that  fell  from  his  eyes  tipon  the  paper 
obliged  him  several  times  to  stop,  that  tliey 
might  fall  the  more  freely.  At  last  he 
finished  his  letter,  and  giving  it  to  Ebn 
Thaher,  "  Road  it,  I  pray,"  said  he  to  him, 
"  and  do  me  the  favoin-  to  see  if  the  disorder 
of  my  mind  has  allowed  me  to  give  a  favour- 
able answer."  Ebu  Thaher  took  it,  and 
read  as  follows  : — 

The  Prince  of  PerskCs  an-tK-cr  to  Schemselni- 
har's Letter. 

"  I  was  i)lunged  in  the  deepest  grief  when 
I  received  your  letter,  at  the  sight  of  which 
I  was  transported  with  unspeakable  joy  ;  and 
at  sight  of  the  characters  written  by  your 
lovely  hand,  my  eyes  were  enlightened  by  a 
stronger  light  than  they  lost,  when  your's 
were  closed  on  a  sudden  at  the  feet  of  my 
rival.  These  words  contained  in  your  kind 
letter  are  so  many  rays  of  light  which  liave 
dispelled  the  darkness  wherewith  my  soul 
was  obscured  ;  they  show  me  how  mxich  you 
suffer  for  love  of  me,  and  that  you  are  not 
ignorant  of  what  I  endure  for  you,  and 
thereby  comfort  me  in  my  afflictions.  On 
the  one  hand  they  make  me  shed  tears  in 
abundance  ;  and  on  the  other,  they  inflame 
my  heart  with  a  fire  which  sujiports  it,  and 
prevents  my  dying  of  gi-ief.  I  have  not  had 
one  moment's  rest  since  our  cruel  separation. 
Your  letter  alone  gave  me  some  ease.  I 
kept  a  mournfid  silence  till  the  moment  I 
received  it,  and  then  it  restored  my  speech. 
I  was  buried  in  profound  melancholy,  )jut  it 
inspired  me  with  joy,  which  immediately 
appeared  in  my  eyes  and  countenance.  But 
my  surprise  at  receiving  a  favour  which  I 


*  The  Arabians,  Persians,  and  Turlis,  when  they 
write,  hold  the  paper  commonly  upon  their  knee  with 
tlieir  left  hand,  and  wi"ite  with  their  right,  with  a  little 
reed  or  cane,  cut  and  slit  like  our  pens.  This  cane  is 
hollow,  and  resembles  our  reeds,  but  is  harder. 
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had  not  yet  deserved  was  so  great,  that  I 
kue\v  not  how  to  begin  to  testify  mythank- 
fuhicss  for  it.  In  a  word,  after  having 
kissed  it  several  times,  as  a  precious  pledge 
of  your  goodness,  I  read  it  over  and  over, 
and  was  confounded  at  the  excess  of  my 
good  fortune.  You  would  have  me  signify 
to  you,  that  I  always  love  you.  Ah ! 
though  I  did  not  love  you  so  perfectly  as  i 
do,  I  could  not  forbear  adoring  you,  after 
all  the  marks  you  have  given  me  of  a  love 
so  uncommon :  yes,  I  love  you,  my  de:\r 
sold,  and  shall  account  it  my  glory  to  burn 
all  my  days  with  that  sweet  lire  you  have 
kindled  in  my  heart.  I  will  never  complain 
of  that  ardour  with  which  I  feel  it  consumes 
me,  and  how  rigoroiis  soever  tlie  evils  be 
which  I  suffer,  1  will 
bear  them  with  forti- 
tude, in  hopes  to  see 
you  some  time  or  other. 
Would  to  heaven  it 
were  to-day,  and  that, 
instead  of  sending  you 
my  letter,  T  might  lie 
allowed  to  come  and  as- 
sure you,  that  I  die  for 
love  of  you  !  My  tears 
hinder  me  from  saying 
any  more.     Adieu." 


He   returned  the 


Eljn  Thaher  could 
not  read  those  last 
lines  without  weeping, 
letter  to  the  prince  of  Persia,  and  assured 
him  it  wanted  no  correction.  The  prince 
closed  it,  and  when  he  l.ad  sealed  it,  he  de- 
sii-ed  the  trusty  slave  to  come  near,  and 
said  to  her,  "This  is  my  answer  to  your 
dear  mistress's  letter.  I  conjiu-e  you  to 
carry  it  to  her,  and  to  salute  her  in  my 
name."  The  slave  took  the  letter,  and  re- 
tired with  Ebn  Thaher. 

Here  the  sultaness  stopt,  and  continued 
lier  story  next  night  in  the  following 
manner : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninety-Seventh  Night. 

After  Ebn  Thaher  had  walked  some  way 
with  the  slave,  he  left  her,  and  went  to  his 
house,  and  began  to  thmk  in  earnest  upon 
the  amorous  intrigue  into  which  he  found 
himself  imhajjpily  engaged.  He  considered, 
that  the  prince  of  Persia  and  Schemselnihar, 
notwithstanding  their  interest  to  conceal 
their  correspondence,  conducted  themselves 
with  so  little  discretion,  that  it  coidd  not  be 
long  a  secret.  He  drew  all  the  consequences 
from  it,  which  a  man  of  good  sense  ought  to 
do.  "Were  .Schemselnihar,"  said  he  to 
himself,  "a  lady  of  common  rank,  I  would 
contribute  all  in  my  power  to  make  her  and 
her  lover  happy;  bitt  she  is  the  calii^h's 


favoTirite,  and  no  man  can  without  danger 
attempt  to  engage  the  affections  of  the 
object  of  his  choice.  His  anger  would  fall 
in  the  first  instance  on  Schemselnihar ;  it 
^\•ill  next  cost  the  prince  of  Persia  his  life, 
and  I  shall  be  involved  in  his  misfortune. 
In  the  meantime  I  have  my  honour,  my 
quiet,  my  family,  and  my  estate  to  ])reserve. 
I  must,  while  I  can,  extricate  myself  out  of 
such  a  risk." 

These  thoughts  occupied  his  mind  all  that 
day  ;  next  morning  he  went  to  the  prince 
of  Persia,  with  a  design  to  make  one  more 
effort  to  oblige  him  to  conquer  his  passion. 
He  represented  to  him  Avhat  he  had  before 
represented  in  vain  ;  that  it  would  be  much 
better  for  him  to  call  uji  all  his  resolution, 
to  overcome  his  incli- 
nation for  Schemsehii- 
har,  than  to  suffer  him- 
self to  be  hurried  away 
by  it ;  and  that  his' 
passion  was  so  much 
the  more  dangerous,  as 
his  rival  was  powerful. 
"In  short,  sir,"  added 
he,  "  if  you  will  heark- 
en to  me,  you  ought 
to  think  of  nothing  but 
to  triumph  over  your 
love  ;  otherwise  you 
rim  the  risk  of  destroy- 
ing yourself  with  Schem- 
selnihar, whose  life  ought  to  be  dearer 
to  you  than  your  own.  I  give  you  this 
advice  as  a  friend,  for  which  you  will  some 
time  or  other  thank  me. " 

The  prince  heard  Ebn  Thaher  with  great 
impatience,  but  suffered  him  to  speak  his 
mind,  and  then  replied  to  him  thus  :  "  Ebn 
Thaher,"  said  he,  "do  you  think  I  can  cease 
to  love  Schemselnihar,  who  loves  me  so  teu- 
derly  ?  She  is  not  afraid  to  expose  her  life 
for  me,  and  would  you  have  me  regard 
mine  ?  No ;  whatever  misfortunes  befal 
me,  I  will  love  Schemsehiihar  to  my  last 
breath. " 

Ebn  Thaher,  shocked  at  the  obstinacy  of 
the  prince  of  Persia,  left  him  hastily,  and 
going  to  his  own  house,  recalled  to  his  mind 
his  former  reflections,  and  began  to  think 
seriously  what  he  shoidd  do.  In  the  mean- 
time a  jeweller,  one  of  his  intimate  friends, 
came  to  see  him.  The  jeweller  had  per- 
ceived that  Schemselnihar's  confidant  came 
oftener  to  Ebn  Thaher  than  usual,  and  that 
he  was  constantly  with  the  Prince  of  Persia, 
whose  sickness  was  known  to  every  one, 
though  not  the  cause  of  it.  This  had  awaked 
the  jewellers  suspicions,  and  finding  Ebn 
Thaher  very  pensive,  he  presently  judged 
that  he  Avas  peri)lexed  with  some  important 
affair,  and  fancying  that  he  knew  the  cause, 
he  asked  what  Schemselnihar's  confidant 
wanted  with  him  ?    Ebn  Thaher  b.eing  struck 


ABOULHASSEN  ALI  EBN  BECAli. 


211 


with  this  question,  would  have  dissembled, 
and  told  him,  that  it  was  for  a  triile  she 
came  so  frequently  to  him.  "You  do  not 
tell  mo  the  truth,"  said  the  jeweller,  "  and 
you  think  to  persuade  me,  Ijy  your  dissimu- 
lation, that  this  trifle  is  a  more  important 
affair  than  at  first  I  thought  it  to  be."  Ebn 
Thaher,  perceiving  that  his  friend  pressed 
him  so  much,  said  to  him,  "It  is  true,  that 
it  is  an  affair  of  the  greatest  consequence  ! 
I  had  resolved  to  keep  it  secret,  but  since  I 
know  how  much  you  are  my  friend,  I  choose 
rather  to  make  you  my  contidant,  than  to 
suffer  you  to  be  under  a  mistake  about  it. 
I  do  not  recommend  to  you  secrecy,  for  you 
will  easily  judge  by  what  I  am  going  to  tell 
you,  how  impossible  it  is  to  keep  it."  After 
this  preamble,  he  told  him  the  amour  be- 
tween Schomselnihar  and  the  prince  of 
Persia.  "You  know,"  continued  he,  "in 
what  esteem  I  am  at  court,  in  the  city,  and 
with  lords  and  ladies  of  the  greatest  quality ; 
what  a  disgrace  it  woidd  be  for  me,  should 
this  rash  amour  come  to  be  discovered?  But 
what  do  I  say  ?  shoidd  not  T  and  my  family 
be  comijletely  ruined?  That  is  what  per- 
plexes my  mind ;  but  I  have  just  formed  my 
resolution  :  I  will  go  immediately  and  satis- 
fy my  creditors,  and  recover  my  debts,  and 
when  I  have  secured  my  property,  will  re- 
tire to  Balsora,  and  stay  till  the  storm,  that 
I  foresee,  is  blown  over.  My  friendship  for 
Schemselnihar  and  the  prince  of  Persia 
makes  me  very  sensible  to  what  dangers 
they  are  exposed.  I  pray  heaven  to  con- 
vince them  of  it,  and  to  preserve  them !  but 
if  their  evil  destiny  should  bring  their  amours 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  caliph,  I  shall,  at 
•least,  be  out  of  the  reach  of  his  resentment ; 
for  I  do  not  think  them  so  wicked  as  to  de- 
sign to  involve  me  in  their  misfortunes.  It 
would  be  the  height  of  ingratitude,  and  a 
bad  reward  for  the  service  I  have  done  them, 
and  the  good  advice  I  have  given  them,  par- 
ticularly to  the  prince  of  Persia,  who  may 
save  both  himself  and  his  mistress  from  this 
precipice,  if  he  pleases  :  he  may  as  easily 
leave  Bagdad  as  I ;  and  absence  will  insen- 
sibly disengage  him  from  a  passion,  which 
will  only  increase  whilst  he  continues  in  this 
place." 

The  jeweller  was  extremely  surprised  at 
what  Ebn  Thaher  told  him.  "  \Vhau  you 
say  to  me,"  says  he,  "is  of  so  great  impor- 
tance, that  I  cannot  ujaderstand  how  Schem- 
selnihar and  the  prince  coidd  have  abandoned 
themselves  to  such  a  violent  passion ;  what 
inclination  soever  they  may  have  for  one 
another,  instead  of  yielding  to  it,  they  ought 
to  resist  it,  and  make  a  better  use  of  their 
reason.  Is  it  possible  they  can  be  insensible 
of  the  dangerous  consequence  of  their  cor- 
respondence? How  deplorable  is  theii- 
blindness  !  1  perceive  all  the  consequences 
of  it  as  well  as  you ;  but  you  are  wise  and 


prudent,  and  I  ajjprove  your  resolatiou ;  the 
only  way  to  deliver  yourself  from  the  fatal 
events  which  you  have  reason  to  fear."  After 
this  conversation  the  jeweller  rose  up,  and 
took  his  leave  of  Ebn  Thaher. 

The  sultaness  stopped  here,  and  continued 
the  story  next  night  as  follows  : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninety-Eighth  Night. 

Before  the  jeweller  retired,  Ebn  Thaher 
conjured  him  by  the  friendship  betwdxt 
them,  to  say  nothing  of  this  to  anybody. 
"Fear  not,"  said  the  jeweller;  "I  will  keep 
this  secret  on  peril  of  my  life." 

Two  days  after,  the  jeweller  went  to  Elm 
Thaher's  shop,  and  seeing  it  shut,  he  doul)t- 
ed  not  but  he  had  executed  the  design  he 
spoke  of ;  but,  to  be  more  sure,  he  asked  a 
neighbour,  if  he  knew  whj^  it  was  shut? 
The  neighbour  answered  that  he  knew  not, 
uidess  Ebn  Thaher  was  gone  a  journey. 
There  was  no  need  of  his  inquiring  further, 
and  he  immediately  thought  of  the  prince  of 
Persia:  "  Unhappy  x'rince,"  said  he  to  him- 
self, "  what  Avill  be  your  grief  when  you 
hear  this  news?  How  wiU  you  now  carry 
on  your  correspondence  with  Schemselnihar? 
I  fear  you  will  die  of  despair.  I  pity  you, 
and  must  make  up  your  loss  of  a  too  timid 
confidant." 

The  business  that  obliged  him  to  come 
abroad  was  of  no  conseqiience,  so  that  he 
neglected  it :  and  though  he  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  prince  of  Persia,  but  oidy  by 
having  sold  him  some  jewels,  he  went  to  his 
house ;  he  addressed  himself  to  one  of  his 
servants,  and  prayed  him  to  tell  his  master, 
that  he  desired  to  si)eak  with  him  about 
business  of  very  great  importance.  The 
servant  returned  immediately  to  the  jewel- 
ler, and  introduced  him  to  the  prince's 
chamber,  who  was  leaning  on  a  sofa,  with 
his  head  upon  a  cushion.  As  soon  as  the 
prince  saw  him,  he  rose  up  to  receive  and 
welcome  him,  and  intreated  him  to  sit  down; 
asked  if  he  could  serve  him  in  anything,  or 
if  he  came  to  tell  him  anything  interesting 
coiicerning  himself.  "Prince,"  answered 
the  jeweller,  "though  I  have  not  the  honour 
to  be  particidarly  acquainted  with  you,  yet 
the  desire  of  testifying  my  zeal  has  made  me 
take  the  liberty  to  come  to  your  house,  to 
impart  to  you  a  piece  of  news  that  concerns 
you.  I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  boldness 
for  my  good  intention." 

After  this  introduction,  the  jeweller  en- 
tered upon  the  matter,  and  continued  thus  : 
"Prince,  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  tell  yoK, 
that  it  is  a  long  time  since  the  conformity  of 
disposition,  and  some  liusiness  we  have  had 
together,  imited  E))n  Thaher  and  me  in 
strict  friendship.  I  know  you  are  aeqiiaint- 
ed  with  him,  and  that  he  has  employed  him- 
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self  in  obliging  you  to  his  utmost ;  I  have 
loarnt  this  from  himself,  for  he  keeps  nothing 
secret  from  me,  nor  I.  from  him.  I  went 
just  now  to  his  shoj"),  and  was  sur2)rised  to 
see  it  shut :  I  addressed  myself  to  one  of 
his  neighbours,  to  ask  the  reason ;  he  an- 
swered me,  that  two  days  ago  Ebn  Thaher 
look  leave  of  him,  and  other  neighbours, 
offering  them  his  service  at  Balsora,  whither 
he  is  gone,  said  he,  '  al:)out  an  affair  of  great 
imjiortance.'  Not  being  satisfied  with  this 
answer,  my  concern  for  his  welfare  deter- 
mined me  to  come  and  ask  if  you  knew  any- 
thing particidarly  concerning  this  his  sudden 
departure." 

At  this  discourse,  which  the  jeweller  ac- 
commodated to  the  subject,  the  better  to 
compass  his  design,  the  prince  of  Persia 
changed  coloiu-,  and  looked  at  the  jeweller 
in  a  manner  which  convinced  him  how  much 
he  was  disconcerted  with  the  news.  "  I  am 
sui'prised  at  what  you  inform  me,"  said  he ; 
"  a  greater  misfortune  could  not  bcfal  me. 
Ah!"  said  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "if 
what  you  tell  me  be  true,  I  am  undone ! 
Has  El:)n  Thaher,  who  was  all  my  comfort, 
in  whom  I  put  all  my  confidence,  left  me  ! 
T  cannot  think  of  living  after  so  cruel  a 
blow." 

The  jeweller  needed  no  more  to  convince 
him  fully  of  the  prince  of  Persia's  violent 
jiassion,  which  Ebn  Thaher  told  him  of : 
mere  friendship  would  not  make  him  speak 
so;  nothing  but  love  could  produce  such 
lively  sensations. 

The  prince  continued  some  moments  ab- 
sorbed in  those  melancholy  thoughts ;  at 
last  he  lifted  up  his  head,  and  calling  one  of 
his  servants,  "  Go,"  said  he,  to  "  Ebn  Tha- 
her's  house,  and  ask  some  of  his  domestics 
if  he  be  gone  to  Balsora :  rim,  and  come 
back  quickly  and  tell  me  what  you  hear." 
While  the  servant  was  gone,  the  jeweller  en- 
deavoured to  entertain  the  prince  of  Persia 
with  indifferent  subjects;  but  the  prince 
gave  little  heed  to  him  :  he  was  a  prey  to 
fatal  grief.  Sometimes  ho  could  not  pei-- 
suade  himself  that  Ebn  Thaher  was  gone, 
and  at  other  times  he  did  not  doubt  of  it, 
when  he  retiected  upon  the  conversation  he 
had  with  him  the  last  time  he  saw  him,  and 
the  abrupt  manner  in  which  he  left  him. 

At  last  the  jn-ince's  servant  returned,  and 
reported  that  he  had  spoken  with  one  of 
Ebn  Thaher's  servants,  who  assured  him 
tliat  he  had  been  gone  two  days  to  Balsora. 
"As  I  came  from  Ebn  Thaher's  house," 
added  the  servant,  "  a  slave  well  dressed 
met  me ;  and  after  she  had  asked  me  if  I 
had  the  Injnour  to  belong  to  you,  she  told 
me  she  wanted  to  speak  with  you,  and 
begged  at  the  same  time  that  she  might 
come  along  with  me  :  she  is  in  the  outer 
room,  and  I  believe  she  has  a  letter  to  give 
you  from  some  person  of  conseqiience."    The 


prince  commanded  her  to  be  immediately 
introduced,  not  doubting  but  it  was  8chem- 
solnihar's  confidant  slave,  as  indeed  it  was. 
The  jeweller  knew  who  she  was,  having  seen 
her  several  times  at  Ebn  Thaher's  house. 
She  could  not  have  come  in  a  better  time 
to  save  the  prince  from  despair.  She  saluted 
him. — But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  by  this 
time  T  perceive  it  is  day.  She  held  her 
peace,  and  next  night  went  on  after  this 
manner : — 


The  Hundred  and  Ninety-Ninth  Night. 

Tjie  prince  of  Persia  returned  the  salute  ot 
Schemselnihar's  confidant.  The  jeweller 
arose  as  soon  as  he  saw  her  ap2)ear,  and  re- 
tired, to  leave  them  at  liberty  to  converse 
together.  The  confidant,  after  she  had  con- 
versed some  time  with  the  prince,  took  her 
leave  and  departed.  She  left  him  quite 
another  person  from  what  he  was  before ; 
his  eyes  appeared  brighter,  and  his  counte- 
nance more  gay ;  which  satisfied  the  jewel- 
ler that  the  good  slave  came  to  tell  him 
something  favourable  to  his  amour. 

The  jeweller  having  taken  his  place  again 
near  the  prince,  said  to  him,  smiling,  "  I 
see,  prince,  you  have  business  of  importance 
at  the  caliph's  palace."  The  i)rince  of 
Persia,  astonished  and  alarmed  at  this  dis- 
course, answered  the  jeweller,  "What  leads 
you  to  suppose  that  I  have  busmess  at  the 
caliph's  palace  ?"  "  I  judge  so,"  replied  the 
jeweller,  "  by  the  slave  that  is  gone  forth." 
"And  to  whom,  think  you,  belongs  this 
slave  ?"  replied  the  prince.  "  To  Schemsel- 
nihar,  the  calijih's  favourite,"  answered  the 
jeweller.  "  I  know,"  continued  he,  "both 
the  slave  and  her  mistress,  who  has  several 
times  done  me  the  honour  to  come  to  my 
house  and  buy  jewels.  Besides,  I  know 
that  Schemselnihar  keeps  nothing  secret 
from  this  slave  ;  and  I  have  seen  her  go  and 
come  for  several  days  along  the  streets,  as  T 
thought,  very  much  troubled  :  1  imagined 
that  it  was  for  some  afiair  of  consequence 
concerning  her  mistress." 

The  jeweller's  words  did  much  trouble  the 
prince  of  Persia.  "He  would  not  say  so," 
said  he  to  himself,  "  if  he  did  not  suspect, 
or  rather  was  not  acquainted  witli  my 
secret."  He  remained  silent  for  some  time, 
not  knowing  Avliat  course  to  take.  At  last 
he  began,  and  said  to  the  jeweller,  "You 
have  told  me  things  which  make  me  believe 
that  you  know  yet  more  than  you  have 
acquainted  me  with  ;  it  concerns  my  repose, 
that  I  be  perfectly  informed;  I  conjure  you, 
therefore,  not  to  conceal  anything  from  me." 

Then  the  jeweller,  who  desired  nothing 
more,  gave  him  a  particular  account  of 
what  had  passed  betwixt  Ebn  Thaher  and 
himself ;  he  let  him  know  that  he  was  in- 
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formed  of  his  corresponilcncc  -witli  Schcm- 
selniliar,  and  forgot  not  to  tell  liini  that  Ebn 
Thaher,  alarmed  at  the  danger  of  being  his 
confidant  in  the  matter,  had  communicated 
to  him  his  intention  of  retiring  to  Balsora, 
to  stay  there,  until  the  storm  which  he 
dreaded  should  he  blown  over.  "This  he 
has  executed,"  added  the  jeweller  ;  "  and  I 
am  surprised  how  he  could  determine  himself 
to  abandon  you,  in  the  condition  he  informed 
me  you  was  in.  As  for  me,  prince,  I  con- 
fess I  am  moved  with  compassion  towards 
yon,  and  am  come  to  offer  you  my  service ; 
and  if  you  do  me  the  favour  to  accept  of  it, 
I  engage  mj-self  to  be  as  faithful  to  you  as 
Ebn  Thaher ;  besides,  I  promise  to  be  more 
resolute.  I  am  ready  to  sacrilice  my  honour 
and  life  for  you ;  and,  that  you  may  not 
doubt  of  my  sincerity,  I  swear  liy  all  that  is 
sacred  in  our  religion,  to  keep  your  secret 
inviolable.  Be  persuaded  then,  prince,  that 
you  will  find  in  me  the  friend  whom  you 
have  lost."  This  discourse  encouraged  the 
prince,  and  comforted  him  imder  Ebn  Tha- 
her's  absence.  "I  am  very  glad,"  said  he 
to  the  jeweller,  "to  find  in  you  a  restoi-ation 
of  my  loss  :  I  want  words  to  express  the  ob- 
ligations I  am  under  to  you.  I  pray  God  to 
recompense  your  generosity,  and  I  accept 
your  obliging  offer  with  all  my  heart.  Be- 
lieve me,"  continued  he,  "  Scheraselnihar's 
confidant  came  to  speak  to  me  concerning 
you  :  she  told  me  that  it  was  you  who  ad- 
vised Ebn  Thaher  to  go  from  Bagdad :  these 
were  the  last  words  she  spoke  to  me  Avhen 
she  went  awaj^,  and  she  seemed  persuaded 
of  what  she  said ;  but  they  do  not  do  you 
justice.  I  doubt  not,  after 
what  yoii  have  told  me,  she 
IS  deceived."  "Prince,"  re- 
plied the  jeweller,  "  I  have 
had  the  honoiir  to  give  you 
a  faithful  account  of  my 
conversation  Avith  Ebn  Tha- 
her. It  is  true,  Avhen  he 
told  me  he  meant  to  retire 
to  Balsora,  T  did  not  op- 
pose his  design,  but  said  he 
was  a  wise  and  prudent 
man;  but  let  not  this  pre- 
vent your  putting  confidence 
in  me.  I  am  ready  to  serve 
you  with  all  imaginable  zeal. 
If  you  do  not  make  any  use 
of  my  service,  this  shall  not 
hinder  me  from  keeping  your 
secret  religioiisly,  acct)rding 
to  my  oath."  "I  have  al- 
ready told  you,"  rejilied  the 
prince,  "that  I  did  not  be- 
lieve what  the  confidant 
said  :  it  is  her  zeal  which  in- 
spired her  with  this  ground- 
less susjiicion,  and  you  ought  to  excuse  it; 
as  I  do." 


They  continued  their  conversation  for 
some  time,  and  consulted  together  about 
the  most  convenient  means  to  keep  up  th(' 
prince's  correspondence  with  Schemselnihar. 
They  agreed  to  begin  by  undeceiving  the 
confidant,  wlio  was  so  unjustly  prepossessed 
against  the  jeweller.  The  jjrince  engaged 
to  remove  her  mistake  the  first  time  he  saw 
her  again,  and  to  intreat  her  to  address  her- 
self to  the  jeweller  whenever  she  might 
bring  letters,  or  any  other  information  from 
her  mistress  to  him.  In  short,  they  agreed 
that  she  ought  not  to  come  so  frequently 
to  the  prince's  house,  because  thereby  she 
might  lead  to  the  discovery  of  what  it  M-as 
of  so  great  importance  to  conceal.  At  last 
the  jeweller  arose,  and  after  having  again 
entreated  the  })rince  of  Persia  to  place  an 
unreserved  canlidence  in  him,  he  withdrew. 

The  sultaness  Scheherazade  seeing  day 
begin  to  appear,  broke  off  her  discourse,  and 
next  night  resumed  it  thus  : — 


The  Two  Hundredth  Night. 

SiE,  the  jeweller  returning  to  his  house, 
l^erceived  before  him  a  letter,  which  some- 
body had  dropped  in  the  street.  He  took  it 
xip,  and  as  it  was  not  sealed,  he  opened  it, 
and  found  it  conceived  in  these  terms  : — 

A  Letter  from  Schcm-^elnihar  to  the  Prince 
of  Persia. 

"I  learn  from  my  confidant  a  piece  of 
news,  which  gives  me  no  less  concern  than 
it  must  give  you.  By  los- 
ing Ebn  Thaher,  we  have 
indeed  suffered  a  great  loss  ; 
but  let  not  this  hinder  you, 
dear  i>rince,  from  thinking 
to  preserve  yourself.  If  our 
confidant  has  abandoned  lis 
tlu-ough  a  panic  fear,  let  us 
consider  that  it  is  a  misfor- 
tune which  we  could  not 
avoid.  I  confess  Ebn  Tha- 
her has  left  us  at  a  time 
when  we  most  needed  his 
assistance;  but  let  us  fortify 
ourselves  bypatience  against 
the  unexpected  stroke,  and 
let  us  not  forbear  to  love  one 
another  constantly,  i'ortify 
your  heart  against  this  mis- 
fortune. The  object  of  our 
wishes  is  not  to  be  obtained 
without  trouble.  Let  us  not 
bo  discouraged,  but  hope 
that  Heaven  will  favour  us : 
and  that,  after  so  many 
afllictions,  we  shall  see  a 
accomplishment     of     our     desires. 
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While  the  jeweller  was  conversing  with 
the  prince  of  Persia,  the  confidant  had  time 
to  return  to  the  palace,  and  communicate  to 
her  mistress  the  ill  news  of  Ebn  Thaher's 
dejiarture.  Schemselnihar  immediately 
wrote  this  letter,  and  sent  back  her  confi- 
dant with  it  to  the  prince  of  Persia,  but  she 
nc;rligently  dropped  it. 

The  jeweller  was  glad  to  find  it,  for  it 
furnished  him  with  an  opportimity  of  justi- 
fying himself  to  the  confidant,  and  bringing 
him  to  the  point  he  desired.  When  he  had 
read  it,  he  perceived  the  slave  seeking  for  it 
v.ith  the  greatest  anxietj^,  and  looking  about 
everywhere.  He  closed  it  again  quickly, 
and  put  it  into  his  bosom;  but  the  slave 
observed  him,  and  running  to  him,  "Sir," 
said  she,  "  I  have  droj)ped  a  letter,  which 
you  had  just  now  in  your  hand ;  I  beseech 
yo\i  to  restore  it."  The  jeweller  taking  no 
notice  that  he  heard  her,  continued  his  way 
till  he  came  to  his  house.  He  did  not  shut 
the  door  after  him,  that  the  confidant,  who 
followed  him,  might  come  in.  She  did  so  ; 
and  when  she  came  to  his  chamber,  "  Sir," 
said  she  to  him,  "  you  can  make  no  use  of 
that  letter  you  have- found  ;  and  you  would 
not  hesitate  to  return  it  to  me,  if  you  knew 
from  whom  it  came,  and  to  whom  it  is  di- 
rected. Besides,  allow  me  to  tell  you,  you 
cannot  honestly  keep  it." 

Before  the  jeweller  answered  the  confi- 
dant, he  made  her  sit  down,  and  then  he 
said  to  her,  "  Is  not  this  letter  from  Schem- 
selnihar, and  is  it  not  directed  to  the  prince 
of  Persia?"  The  slave,  who  exxjected  no 
such  question,  blushed.  "The  question  em- 
barrasses you,"  rejilied  he;  "but  I  assure 
you  I  do  not  put  it  rashly.  I  could  have 
given  you  the  letter  in  the  street,  Ijut  I 
wished  you  to  follow  me,  on  purj^ose  that  I 
might  come  to  some  explanation  with  you. 
Is  it  just,  teU  me,  to  impute  an  nnhappy  ac- 
cident to  jjeople  who  no  ways  contributed 
towards  it?  Yet  this  yoii  have  done,  in 
telling  the  prince  of  Persia  that  it  was  I 
who  advised  Ebn  Thaher  to  leave  Bagdad 
for  his  own  safety.  I  do  not  intend  to  lose 
time  in  justifying  myself  to  you  ;  it  is  enough 
that  the  prince  of  Persia  is  fuUy  persuaded 
of  my  innocence  in  this  matter  :  I  will  only 
tell  you  that  instead  of  contributing  to  Ebn 
Thaher's  departure,  I  have  been  extremely 
afllicted  at  it ;  not  so  much  from  my  friend- 
ship to  him,  as  out  of  compassion  for  the  con- 
dition he  left  the  prince  of  Persia  in,  whose 
correspondence  with  Schemselnihar  he  has 
discovered  to  me.  As  soon  as  I  knew  cer- 
tainly that  Ebn  Thaher  was  gone  from  Bag- 
dad, I  went  and  jiresented  myself  to  the 
jn-ince,  in  whose  house  yoii  found  me,  to  in- 
form him  of  this  news,  and  to  offer  him  the 
same  service  which  he  did  him ;  and  provid- 
ed J- on  put  the  same  confidence  in  me  that 
you  did  in  Ebn  Thaher,  it  will  be  your  own 


faidt  if  you  do  not  make  my  assistance  of 
use  to  you.  Inform  your  mistress  of  what 
I  have  told  you;  and  assure  her,  that  though 
I  should  die  for  engaging  in  so  dangerous 
an  intiigue,  I  should  not  repent  of  having 
sacrificed  myself  for  two  lovers  so  worthy  of 
one  another." 

The  confidant,  after  having  heard  the 
jeweller  with  great  satisfaction,  begged  him 
to  pardon  the  iU  opinion  she  had  conceived 
of  him,  for  the  zeal  she  had  for  her  mistress's 
interest.  "I  am  beyond  measure  glad," 
added  she,  "that  Schemselnihar  and  the 
prince  have  found  in  you  a  person  so  fit  to 
suj)ply  Ebn  Thaher's  place.  I  will  not  fail 
to  convince  my  mistress  of  the  good  will  you 
bear  her." 

Scheherazade  observing  day,  left  off 
here,  and  next  night  resumed  her  discourse 
thus : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  First  Ni^lit. 

After  the  confidant  had  testified  to  the 
jeweller  her  joy  to  see  hiin  so  well  disposed 
to  serve  Schemselnihar  and  the  prince  of 
Persia,  the  jeweUer  took  the  letter  out  of 
his  bosom,  and  restored  it  to  her,  saying, 
"Go,  carry  it  quickly  to  the  prince  of  Persia, 
and  come  back  this  way,  that  I  may  see  the 
answer.  Forget  not  to  give  him  an  account 
of  our  conversation." 

The  confidant  took  the  letter  and  can-icd 
it  to  the  prince,  who  answered  it  immedi- 
ately. She  returned  to  the  jeweller's  house 
to  shew  him  the  answer,  which  was  in  thesa 
words : — 


The,  Prince  of  Persia's  answer  to  Schcni- 
se.lnihar. 

"  Your  precious  letter  had  a  great  effect 
upon  me,  but  not  so  great  as  I  could  have 
wished.  You  endeavour  to  comfort  me  for 
the  loss  of  Eljn  Thaher ;  alas !  however  sen- 
sible I  am  of  this,  it  is  but  the  least  of  my 
troubles.  You  know  these  troubles,  and 
you  know  also  that  yoiu-  i)resence  alone  can 
cure  me.  When  will  the  time  come  that  I 
shall  enjoy  it  without  fear  of  being  deprived 
of  it?  how  long  does  it  seem  to  me  !  or  shall 
we  flatter  ourselves  that  we  may  ever  see  it? 
You  command  me  to  preserve  myself ;  I 
wiU  obey  you,  since  I  have  renounced  my 
own  will  to  follow  only  your's.     Adieu." 

After  the  jeweUer  had  read  this  letter,  he 
gave  it  again  to  the  confidant;  who  said,  as 
she  was  going  away,  "  I  will  desire  my  mis- 
tress to  put  the  same  confidence  in  you  that 
she  did  in  Eljn  Thaher  :  you  shall  hear  of 
me  to-moi-row."  Accordingly  next  day  she 
returned  with  a  pleasant  countenance. 
"Your  very  looks,"  said  he  to  her,    "in- 
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form  mc  that  yoii  have  l)roup;lit  Scheinsclni- 
liartotlie  point  you  Avished  for."  "It  is 
true,"  said  the  confidant,  "  and  you  shall 
hear  how  I  eft'ected  it.  I  found  yesterday," 
continued  she,  "  Schemselniliar  expecting 
me  witli  impatience  ;  I  gave  her  the  prince 
of  Persia's  letter,  and  she  read  it  with  tears 
in  her  eyes  ;  and  when  she  had  done,  I  saw 
that  she  had  al)andoned  herself  to  her  usual 
sorrow.  '  Madam,'  said  I  to  her,  '  it  is 
doubtless  Ebn  Thahcr's  removal  that  troubles 
you;  but  sufl'er  me  to  conjure  you,  in  the 
name  of  God,  to  alarm  yoiirscK  no  farther 
on  that  head.  AVe  have  foiuid  another  who 
ofTers  himself  to  oblige  you  with  equal  zeal, 
and,  what  is  yet  more  important,  with 
greater  courage.'  Then  I  s2)oke  to  her  of 
you,"  continued  the  slave,  "and  acquainted 
her  with  the  motive  which  led  you  to  the 
prince  of  Persia's  house  :  in  short,  I  assured 
her  that  you  would  in-\-iolably  keep  the  sec- 
ret betwixt  her  and  the  prince  of  Persia,  and 
that  you  were  resolved  to  favour  theii-  amour 
with  all  your  might.  She  seemed  to  be 
much  relieved  by  my  discoiu-se.  '  Ah ! 
what  obligations,'  said  she,  '  are  the  prince 
of  Persia  and  I  untlcr  to  that  honest  man 
yoii  speak  of  !  I  must  be  ac(iuainted  with 
him  and  see  him,  that  I  may  hear  from  his 
own  mouth  what  you  tell  me,  and  thank 
him  for  such  an  imheard-of  piece  of  gener- 
osity towards  persons  that  ho  is  no  way 
obliged  to  concern  himself  with.  The  sight 
of  him  will  give  me  jjleasure,  and  I  shall 
omit  nothing  to  confirm  him  in  those  good 
sentiments.  Fail  not  to  bring  him  to  me 
to-morrow.'  Therefoi-e,  sir,  be  so  good  as 
to  go  with  me  to  the  palace." 

The  confidant's  discourse  perplexed  the  jew- 
eller. "Your  mistress,"  replied  he,  "must 
allow  me  to  say,  that  she  ha%  not  duly  con- 
sidered what  she  requires  of  me.  Ebn  Tha- 
ller's access  to  the  caHph  gave  him  admission 
everywhere,  and  the  officers  who  knew  him 
allowed  him  free  access  to  Schemselnihar's 
})alace ;  but  as  for  me,  how  dare  I  enter  ? 
You  see  clearly  that  it  is  impossible.  I  en- 
treat you  to  represent  to  Schemselnihar  the 
reasons  which  prevent  me  from  giving  her 
that  satisfaction,  and  acquaint  her  witli  all 
the  ill  consequences  that  would  attend  it. 
If  she  considers  it  ever  so  little,  she  woidd 
find  that  it  would  expose  me  needlessly  to 
very  great  danger." 

The  confidant  endeavoured  to  encourage 
the  jeweller.  "Can  you  believe,"  said  she, 
"that  Schemselnihar  is  so  unreasonable  as, 
by  bringing  you  to  her,  to  expose  you  to  the 
least  danger,  from  whom  she  exjiects  so  im- 
portant services?  Consider  with  yourself 
that  there  is  not  the  least  appearance  of  risk 
for  you  ;  my  mistress  and  I  are  too  much 
interested  in  this  affair  to  involve  you  in  any 
danger.  You  may  depend  upon  me,  and 
leave  yourself  to  my  conduct.      After  the 


thing  is  over,  you  will  be  the  iirst  to  couless 
that  your  fear  was  groundless." 

The  jeweller  yielded  to  the  confidant's 
discourse,  and  rose  up  to  foUow  her  ;  but 
notwithstanding  his  boasted  courage,  he  was 
seized  with  such  ten-or,  that  his  whole  body 
trembled.  "  In  your  pi-esent  state, "  said  she, 
"  I  perceive  it  will  be  better  for  you  to  stay 
at  home,  and  that  Schemselnihar  shoidd 
take  other  measures  to  see  you.  It  is  not 
to  be  doubted  but  that,  to  satisfy  her  desire, 
she  will  come  hither  herself  ;  the  case  being 
so,  sir,  I  would  not  have  you  go.  I  am  per- 
suaded it  will  not  be  long  ere  you  see  her 
come  to  you."  The  confidant  foresaw  this  ; 
for  slie  no  sooner  informed  Schemselnihar  of 
the  jeweller's  fear,  but  she  prepared  to  go 
to  his  house. 

He  received  her  with  all  the  expressions 
of  profound  respect.  When  she  sat  down, 
being  a  little  fatigued  with  coming,  she  un- 
veiled herself,  and  let  the  jeweller  see  such 
beauty  as  convinced  him  that  the  jirince  of 
Persia  was  excusable  in  giving  his  heart  to 
the  caliph's  favourite.  Then  she  saluted  the 
jeweller  with  a  graceful  air,  and  said  to  him, 
' '  I  could  not  hear  witli  what  zeal  you  have 
engaged  in  the  prince  of  Persia's  concerns 
and  mine,  without  immediately  forming  a 
design  to  express  my  gratitude  in  person. 
I  thank  Heaven  for  having  so  soon  made  up 
Ebn  Thaher's  loss." 

Scheherazade  being  obliged  to  stop  here, 
because  day  began  to  appear,  continued  her 
story  next  morning  in  the  following  man- 
ner : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Second  Night. 

SciiEMSELNinAR  Said  many  other  obliging 
things  to  the  jeweller,  after  which  she  re- 
turned to  her  palace.  The  jeweller  went 
immediately  to  give  an  account  of  this  A'isit 
to  the  jnince  of  Persia,  who  said  to  him  as 
soon  as  he  saw  him,  "  I  have  expected  you 
impatiently.  The  trusty  slave  has  brought 
me  a  letter  from  her  mistress,  but  it  does 
not  relieve  me.  Whatever  the  lovely  Schem- 
selnihar says,  I  dare  not  hope  for  anything  ; 
my  patience  is  at  an  end ;  I  know  not  now 
what  measures  to  take.  Ebn  Thaher's  de- 
parture makes  me  despair  :  he  was  my  only 
support — I  lost  all  by  losing  him  ;  I  flattered 
myself  with  some  hopes  by  reason  of  his  ac- 
cess to  Schemselnihar." 

After  these  words,  which  the  prince  pro- 
nounced with  so  much  eagerness  that  he  gave 
the  jeweller  no  time  to  interrupt  him,  he 
said  to  the  prince,  • '  No  man  can  take  more 
interest  in  your  alUiction  than  I  do  ;  and  if 
you  will  have  patience  to  hear  me,  you  will 
perceive  that  I  can  relieve  you."  Upon  tins 
the  prince  held  his  peace,  and  listened  to 
him.     "  I  see  very  well,"  said  the  jeweller, 
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"that  the  only  Avay  to  give  you  satisfaction 
is  to  fall  iipon  a  plan  that  will  afford  you  an 
opportunity  to  converse  freely  with  Schem- 
selnihar.  This  I  wish  to  procure  you,  and 
to-morrow  wiU  set  about  it.  You  must  by 
no  means  expose  yourself  to  enter  Schemsel- 
nihar's  palace  ;  you  know  by  experience  the 
danger  of  that  step ;  T  know  a  fitter  place 
for  this  interview,  where  you  will  be  safe. 
When  the  jeweller  had  finished  speaking,  the 
jirince  embraced  him  with  transports  of  joy. 
"  Yoti  revive,"  said  he,  "by  this  charming 
promise,  a  wretched  lover  who  was  condemn- 
ed to  die.  I  see  that  you  have  fully  repaired 
the  loss  of  Ebn  Thaher ;  whatever  you  do 
Avill  be  well  done  ;  I  leave  myself  entirely 
to  your  conduct." 

After  the  prince  had  thus  thanked  him 
for  his  zeal,  the  jeweller  returned  home,  and 
next  morning  Schemselnihar's  confidant  came 
to  him.  He  told  her  that  he  had  given  the 
prince  of  Persia  hojies  that  he  should  see 
Schemselnihar  speedily.  "I  am  come  on 
purpose,"  answered  she,  "to  concert  meas- 
ures with  you  for  that  end.  I  think,"  con- 
timied  she,  "this  house  will  be  convenient 
euough  for  their  interview."  "I  could  re- 
ceive them  very  well  here,"  rei^lied  he ;  "  but 
I  think  they  will  have  more  liberty  in 
another  house  of  mine  where  nobody  lives 
at  i^resent ;  I  will  quickly  furnish  it  for  their 
reception."  "There  remains  nothing  then 
for  me  to  do,"  replied  the  confidant,  "but 
to  Ijring  Schemsehiihar  to  consent  to  it.  I 
will  go  and  speak  to  her,  and  return  speedily 
with  an  answer." 

She  was  as  diligent  as  her  promise  ;  and, 
returning  to  the  jeweller,  told  him  that  her 
mistress  would  not  fail  to  keeii  the  appoint- 
ment in  the  cveniug.  lu  the  meantime  she 
gave  him  a  jmrse,  and  told  him  it  was  to 
prei>are  a  collation.  He  carried  her  imme- 
diately to  the  house  where  the  lovers  were 
to  meet,  that  she  might  know  whither  to 
liring  her  mistress  ;  and  when  she  was  gone, 
he  went  to  borrow  from  his  friends  gold  and 
silver  plate,  tapestry,  rich  cushions,  and 
other  furniture,  with  which  he  f lu-nished  the 
house  very  magnificently;  and  when  he  had 
put  all  things  in  order,  he  went  to  the  prince 
of  Persia. 

You  may  easily  conceive  the  prince  of 
Persia's  joy,  when  the  jeweller  told  him  that 
he  came  to  conduct  him  to  the  house  he  had 
prepared  to  receive  him  and  Schemsehiihar. 
This  news  made  him  forget  aU  his  former 
troubles.  He  put  on  a  magnificent  robe,  and 
went  without  his  retinue  along  with  the 
jeweller  ;  who  led  liim  through  several 
by-streets,  that  nobody  might  observe  them, 
and  at  last  brought  him  to  the  house,  where 
they  conversed  together  until  Schemsehiihar 
came. 

They  did  not  stay  long  for  this  passionate 
lover ;  she  came  af*er  evening  prayer,  with 


her  confidant  and  two  other  slaves.  It  is 
impossible  to  express  the  excess  of  joy  that 
seized  those  two  lovers  when  they  saw  one 
another  :  they  sat  down  togetlier  upon  a 
sofa,  looking  upon  one  another  f(5r  some 
time,  without  being  able  to  speak,  they  were 
so  much  overjoyed;  but  when  then-  speech 
returned,  they  soon  made  up  for  their  si- 
lence. They  said  to  each  other  so  many 
tender  things,  as  made  the  jeweller,  the 
confidant,  and  the  two  other  slaves,  weep. 
The  jeweller,  however,  restrained  his  tears, 
to  attend  to  the  collation,  which  he  brouuht 
in  himself.  The  lovers  ate  and  drank  little, 
after  which  they  sat  down  again  upon  the 
sofa.  Schemsehiihar  asked  the  jeweller  if 
he  had  a  lute,  or  any  other  instrument. — 
The  jeweller,  who  took  care  to  provide  all 
that  coidd  jdease  her,  brought  her  a  lute  ; 
she  S2)eiit  some  time  in  tuning  it,  and  then 
sung. 

Scheherazade  stopped  because  she  saw  day 
begin  to  appear;  and  next  uight  went  oii 
thus  : — 


The  Two  HimclrGd  and  Third  Night. 

While  Schemsehiihar  was  charming  the 
jjrince  of  Persia,  and  expressing  her  passion 
by  words  composed  exteini)ore,  a  great  noise 
was  heard ;  and  immediately  the  slave  whom 
the  jeweller  had  brought  with  him  came  in 
a  great  fright  to  tell  him  that  some  people 
were  breaking  in  at  the  gate ;  that  he  asked 
who  it  was,  but  instead  of  any  answer,  the 
blows  were  redoubled.  The  jeweller  being- 
alarmed,  left  Schemsehiihar  and  the  jn'ince, 
to  go  and  inform  himself  of  the  truth  of  this 
bad  news.  No  sooner  was  he  got  into  the 
court  than  he  saw,  notwithstanding  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  a  coniiiaiiy  of  men,  armed 
with  bayonets  and  scimitars,  who  had  bro- 
ken the  gate,  and  came  directly  towards  him. 
He  stood  close  to  a  wall  for  fear  of  his  life, 
and  saw  ten  of  them  pass  without  being  per- 
ceived by  them.  Finding  he  could  give  no 
great  assistance  to  the  j^rince  of  Persia  and 
Schemsehiihar,  he  contented  himself  with 
lamenting  their  fate,  and  lied  for  refuge  to 
a  neighbour's  house,  who  was  not  yet  gone 
to  bed.  He  did  not  doubt  but  this  unex- 
pected violence  was  by  the  caliph's  order, 
who,  he  thought,  had  been  informed  of  his 
favourite's  meeting  the  prince  of  Persia  there. 
He  heard  a  great  noise  in  his  own  house, 
which  continued  till  midnight;  and  when 
all  was  (piiet,  as  he  thought,  he  desired  his 
neighbour  to  lend  him  a  scimitar  ;  and  being 
thus  armetl,  went  on  till  he  came  to  the 
gate  of  his  own  house.  He  entered  the 
court  full  of  fear,  and  jierccived  a  man,  who 
asked  him  who  he  M-as  ;  he  knew  by  his 
voice  that  it  was  his  own  slave.  "How  did 
you  uiivuage,"  baid  he,  "to  avoid  being  taken 
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1  >y  tlie  watch  ? "  "  Sir, "  auswci-cd  the  slave, 
"  I  hid  myself  in  a  comer  of  the  court,  and 
I  went  out  so  soon  as  I  heard  the  noise. 
But  it  was  udt  the  watch  who  broke  into 
your  house  :  they  were  robbers,  who,  within 
tliese  few  days,  robbed  another  house  in  this 
neighboiu-hood  ;  they,  doubtless,  had  notice 
of  the  rich  furniture  you  brought  hither,  and 
had  that  in  view." 

The  jeweller  thought  his  slave's  conjecture 
probable  enough  :  he  visited  the  house,  and 
saw  that  the  robbers  had  taken  all  the  fur- 
niture out  of  the  chamber  where  he  received 
Schemselnihar  and  her  lover  ;  that  they  had 
also  carried  off  the  gold  and  silver-plate,  and, 
in  a  word,  had  left  nothing. — Being  in  this 
condition,  "0  heaven,"  cried  he,  "I  am 
irrecoverably  undone  !  What  will  my  friends 
say,  and  what  excuse  can  I  make,  when  I 
shall  tell  them  that  the  robbers  have  broken 
iuto  my  house,  and  robbed  me  of  all  they 
had  generously  lent  me  ?  I  shall  never  be 
able  to  make  up  their  loss.  Besides,  what 
is  become  of  Schemselnihar  and  the  prince 
of  Persia  ?  This  business  will  be  so  public, 
that  it  will  be  impossible  Ijut  it  must  reach 
the  calijih's  ears.  He  will  get  notice  of  this 
meeting,  and  I  shall  fall  a  sacrilice  to  his 
fury  !  "  The  slave,  who  was  very  much  at- 
tached to  him,  endeavoured  to  comfort  him. 
"As  to  Schemselnihar,"  said  he,  "the  rob- 
bers probably  would  content  themselves 
with  strijiping  her,  and  you  have  reason  to 
think  that  she  is  retired  to  her  palace  with 
her  slaves.  The  prince  of  Persia  is  proba- 
bly in  the  same  condition  ;  so  that  you  have 
reason  to  hope  the  caliph  will  never  know  of 
this  adventure.  As  for  the  loss  your  friends 
liave  sustained,  that  is  a  misfortune  that 
j-ou  could  not  avoid.  They  know  very  well 
tlie  rolibers  are  numerous,  that  they  have 
not  only  pillaged  the  house  I  have  ah-eady 
spoken  of,  but  many  other  houses  of  the 
princii)al  noblemen  of  the  court ;  and  they 
are  not  ignorant  that,  notwithstanding  the 
orders  given  to  apprehend  them,  nobody  has 
been  yet  able  to  seize  any  of  them.  You 
Avill  be  acquitted  by  restoring  your  friends 
the  value  of  the  things  that  are  stolen  ; 
and,  blessed  be  God,  you  will  have  enough 
left." 

AVaiting  till  day,  the  jeweller  ordered  the 
slave  to  mend  the  street  door,  which  was 
broken,  as  well  as  he  could ;  after  Avhicli  he 
returned  to  his  usual  residence  with  his 
slave,  making  melancholy  reflections  upon 
■what  had  haiijiened.  "  Ebn  Thaher,"  said 
he  to  himself,  "has  been  wiser  than  I :  he 
foresaw  the  misfortune  into  which  I  have 
blindly  thrown  myself  ;  would  to  God  I  had 
never  meddled  in  this  intrigue,  -which  will, 
perhaps,  cost  me  my  life  ! " 

Tt  was  scarce  day  when  the  report  of  the 
robbery  spread  through  the  city,  and  a  great 
many  of  hio  fricndj  and  neighbours  came  to 


his  house  to  express  their  concern  for  his 
misfortune,  but  were  curious  to  know  the 
particulars.  He  thanked  them  for  their  af- 
fection, and  had  at  least  the  consolation, 
that  he  heard  nobody  mention  Schemselnihar 
or  the  prince  of  Persia,  which  made  him  be- 
lieve they  were  at  their  houses,  or  in  some 
secure  place. 

When  the  jeweller  was  alone,  his  servants 
brought  him  something  to  eat,  but  he  could 
not  eat  a  bit.  About  noon  one  of  his  slaves 
came  to  tell  him  there  was  a  man  at  the  gate, 
whom  he  knew  not,  that  desired  to  speak 
with  him.  The  jeweller,  not  choosing  to  re- 
ceive a  stranger  into  his  house,  rose  up,  and 
went  to  speak  with  him.  "  Though  you  do 
not  know  me,"  said  the  man,  "  yet  I  luiow 
you,  and  I  am  come  to  talk  to  you  about  an 
important  affair."  The  jeweller  desired  him 
to  come  in.  "No,"  answered  the  stranger; 
"if  you  please,  rather  take  the  trouble  to 
go  with  me  to  your  other  house."  "How 
know  you,"  replied  the  jeweller,  "that  I 
have  another  house  ?"  "  I  know  very  well," 
answei-ed  the  stranger;  "  follow  me,  and  do 
not  fear  anything  :  1  have  something  to  com- 
municate to  you  which  will  jilease  you." 
The  jeweller  went  immediately  with  him; 
and  after  he  had  considered  by  the  way  how 
the  house  they  -were  going  to  was  rolibed, 
he  said  to  him,  that  it  was  not  lit  to  receive 
him. 

When  they  were  before  the  house,  and 
the  stranger  saw  the  gate  half  broken  down, 
said  he  to  the  jeweller,  "I  see  you  have  told 
me  the  truth ;  I  will  carry  you  to  a  place 
where  we  shall  be  better  accommodated." 
When  he  had  said  this,  he  went  on,  and 
walked  all  the  rest  of  the  day  without  stop- 
j>ing.  The  jeweller  being  weary  with  walls- 
ing,  vexed  to  see  night  approach,  and  that 
the  stranger  went  on  without  telling  him 
where  he  was  going,  began  to  lose  his  pa- 
tience, when  they  came  to  a  path  which  led 
to  the  Tigris ;  and  as  soon  as  they  came  to 
the  river,  they  embarked  in  a  little  boat,  and 
went  ovei-.  The  stranger  led  the  jeweller 
thi'ough  a  long  street,  where  he  had  never 
been  before  in  his  life  ;  and  after  he  had 
brought  him  through  I  know  not  how  many 
by-streets,  he  stopped  at  a  gate,  which  he 
opened.  He  caused  the  jeweller  to  go  in ; 
then  he  shut  and  bolted  the  gate  with  a  huge 
iron  bolt,  and  conducted  him  to  a  chamber, 
where  there  were  ten  other  men,  all  of  them 
as  great  strangers  to  the  jeweller  as  he  that 
brought  him  hither. 

These  ten  men  received  the  jeweller  with- 
out any  compliments.  They  bade  him  sit 
down,  of  which  he  had  great  need ;  for  ho 
was  not  only  out  of  breath  with  walking  so 
far,  but  the  fear  he  was  in,  to  find  himself 
with  jjcople  whom  he  thought  he  had  reason 
t(j  be  afraid  of,  woidd  have  disabled  him 
from  standing.    They  waited  for  their  leader 
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to  go  to  supper,  and  as  soon  as  lie  came,  it 
was  served  up.  They  Avaslied  tlieir  liands, 
obliged  the  jeweller  to  do  the  like,  and  to 
sit  at  table  with  them.  After  supper,  the 
men  asked  him  if  he  knew  whom  he  spoke 
to  ?  He  answered,  "  No,"  and  that  ho  knew 
not  the  place  he  was  in.  "  Tell  us  your  last 
night's  adventure,"  said  they  to  him,  "  and 
conceal  nothing  from  us."  The  jeweller  be- 
ing astonished  at  this  discourse,  answered, 
"  Gentlemen,  it  is  probable  you  know  it  al- 
ready." "  That  is  ti'ue,"  replied  they  :  "the 
young  man  and  the  young  lady,  who  were 
at  your  house  yester-night,  told  it  us ;  but 
we  would  know  it  from  your  own  mouth." 
The  jeweller  needed  no  more  to  inform  him 
that  he  spoke  to  the  robbers  who  had  broken 
into  and  plundered  his  house.  ' '  Gentlemen, " 
said  he,  "I  am  much  trouljled  for  that  young 
man  and  lady ;  can  you  give  me  any  tidings 
of  them?" 

Scheherazade  broke  ofiF  here,  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies  that  the  day 
ajipeared ;  and  next  night  resiuned  her  dis- 
course thus : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Fifth  Night. 

Sir,  said  she,  upon  the  jeweller's  inquiry 
of  the  thieves,  if  they  knew  anything  of  the 
young  man  and  the  young  lady,  they  an- 
swered, "  Be  not  concerned  for  them — they 
are  safe  and  well."  So  saying,  they  shewed 
him  two  closets,  where  they  assured  him  they 
Avere  separately  shut  up.  They  added,  "We 
are  informed  you  alone  know  what  relates  to 
them,  which  we  no  sooner  came  to  under- 
stand, but  we  shewed  them  all  imaginable 
respect,  and  were  so  far  from  doing  them 
any  injury,  that  we  treated  them  Avith  all 
possible  kindness  on  your  account.  We  an- 
swer for  the  same,"  proceeded  they,  "for 
your  own  person ;  you  may  put  unlimited 
conlideuce  in  us." 

The  jeweller  being  encouraged  at  this, 
and  overjoyed  to  hear  that  the  prince  of 
Persia  and  Schemselnihar  were  safe,  resolved 
to  engage  the  robbers  yet  farther  in  their  in- 
terest. He  commended  them,  flattered  them, 
and  gave  them  a  thousand  benedictions. 
'•  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  "I  must  confess  I 
have  not  the  honour  to  know  you,  yet  it  is 
no  small  hai)i3iness  to  me  that  I  am  not  wholly 
unknown  to  you  ;  and  I  can  never  be  suffi- 
ciently grateful  for  the  favours  which  that 
knowledge  has  procured  me  at  yom-  hands. 
Not  to  mention  your  great  humanity,  I  am 
fully  persuaded  now  that  persons  of  your 
character  are  capable  of  keeping  a  secret  so 
faithfully  ;  and  none  are  so  tit  to  vmdertake 
a  great  enterprise,  which  you  can  best  bring 
to  a  good  issue  by  your  zeal,  courage,  and 
intrepidity.  Contiding  in  these  ipialities 
which  are  so  much  your  due,  1  hesitate  not 


to  tell  you  my  whole  history,  with  that  of 
those  two  persons  you  found  in  my  house, 
with  all  the  lidelity  you  desire  me." 

After  the  jeweller  had  thus  secured,  as  he 
thought,  the  confidence  of  the  robbers,  he 
made  no  scruple  to  relate  to  them  the  whole 
amour  of  the  prince  of  Persia  and  Schemsel- 
nihar, from  the  beginning  of  it  to  the  time 
he  received  them  into  his  house. 

The  robbers  were  greatly  astonished  at  all 
the  particulars  they  heard,  and  could  not 
forbear  crying  out,  "How!  is  it  possible 
that  the  yoimg  man  shoidd  be  the  illustrious 
Al  Ebn  Becar,  prince  of  Persia,  and  the 
young  lady  the  fair  and  celebrated  beauty 
Schemselnihar?  The  jeweller  assured  them 
nothing  was  more  certain,  and  that  they 
needed  not  to  think  it  strange,  that  persons 
of  so  distinguished  a  character  should  wish 
not  to  be  known. 

Upon  this  assurance  of  their  quality,  the 
robbers  went  immediately,  one  after  another, 
and  threw  themselves  at  their  feet,  imploring 
their  iiardon,  and  protesting  that  nothing  of 
the  kind  would  have  happened  to  them,  had 
they  been  informed  of  the  quality  of  their 
Ijersons  before  they  broke  into  the  house; 
and  that  they  would  by  their  futiu-e  conduct 
endeavour  to  make  amends  for  the  crime 
they  had  thus  ignorantly  committed.  Then 
turning  to  the  jeweller,  they  told  him,  they 
were  heartily  sorry  they  could  not  restore  to 
him  all  that  had  been  taken  from  him,  part 
of  it  being  no  longer  in  then-  possc-^siou ;  but 
as  for  what  remained,  if  he  would  content 
himself  Avith  his  plate,  it  should  be  forthwith 
put  into  his  hand. 

The  jeweller  was  overjoyed  at  the  favour 
done  him,  aiid  after  the  robbers  had  delivered 
to  him  the  plate,  they  reciuired  of  the  prince, 
Schemselnihar,  and  him,  to  promise  them 
upon  oath,  that  they  woidd  not  betray  them, 
and  they  would  carry  them  to  a  ])lace  whence 
they  might  easdy  go  to  their  respective 
homes.  The  prince,  Schemselniliar,  and  the 
jeweller,  replied,  that  they  might  rely  on 
their  words ;  but,  since  they  desired  an  oath 
of  them,  they  solemnly  swore  not  to  discover 
thein.  The  thieves,  satisfied  with  this,  im- 
mediately went  out  with  them. 

By  the  way,  the  jeweller,  imeasy  at  not 
seeing  the  confidant  and  the  two  slaves,  came 
u])  to  Schemselnihar,  and  begged  her  to  in- 
form him  Avhat  was  become  of  them.  She 
answered,  she  knew  nothing  of  them,  and 
that  all  she  coidd  tell  him  was,  that  she  was 
carried  away  from  his  house,  ferried  over  the 
river,  and  brought  to  the  place  from  whence 
they  Avere  just  noAV  come. 

Schemselnihar  and  the  jeweller  had  no 
farther  discourse  :  they  let  the  robbers  con- 
duct them  Avith  the  prince  to  the  river's  side, 
Avhen  the  robbers  immediately  took  boat,  and 
carried  them  over  to  the  other  side. 

While  the  prince,  Schemselnihar,  and  the 
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jeweller  were  landing,  they  lieard  the  noise 
of  the  horse-patrol  coming  towards  them, 
just  as  the  boat  arrived,  and  had  conveyed 
the  robbers  back  by  dint  of  rowing. 

The  commander  of  the  brigade  demanded 
of  the  prince,  Schemsoluihar,  and  the  jewel- 
ler, who  they  were,  and  whence  they  came 
so  late.  Frightened  as  they  were,  and  ap- 
prehensive of  saying  anything  that  might 
prejudice  them,  they  coidd  not  speak ;  but 
at  length  it  was  necessary  they  shoidd  :  the 
jeweller  found  his  tongue,  his  mind  being 
freei-,  and  said,  "Sir,  I  can  assure  yoii,  we 
are  very  honest  people  of  the  city,  and  that 
those  people  who  have  just  landed  ns,  and 
are  got  back  to  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
are  tliieves,  who  having  last  night  broken 
open  the  honse  where  we  were,  pillaged  it, 
and  afterwards  carried  us  to  theii-  quarters, 
where  by  fair  words  we  prevailed  on  them 
to  let  us  have  our  liberty;  and  they  brought 
ns  hither.  They  have  restored  lis  part  of 
the  booty  they  had  taken  from  us."  At 
which  words  he  shewed  the  parcel  of  plate 
he  had  recovered. 

The  commander,  not  satisfied  with  what 
the  jeweller  had  told  him,  came  up  to  him 
and  the  prince  of  Persia,  and  looking  stead- 
fastly at  them,  said,  "Tell  me  truly  who  is 
this  lady  ?  How  came  you  to  know  her  ?  and 
whereabouts  do  yoii  live  ? " 


This  question  embarrassed  them  so  much, 
that  neither  of  them  coidd  answer ;  till  at 
length  Schemsclnihar  extricated  them  from 
their  difficulty  and  taking  the  commander 
aside,  told  him  who  she  was ;  which  he  no 
sooner  knew,  but  he  alighted  with  great 
expressions  of  respect  and  politeness,  and 
ordered  his  men  to  bring  two  boats. 

When  the  boats  were  come,  he  put  Schem- 
selnihar  into  one,  and  the  prince  of  Persia 
and  the  jeweller  into  the  other,  with  two  of 
his  people  in  each  boat ;  with  orders  to  ac- 
company each  of  them  whithei'soever  they 
were  bound.  The  two  boats  took  different 
routes  ;  but  we  shall  at  present  speak  only 
of  that  wherein  was  the  prince  and  jeweller. 

The  prince  to  save  his  guides  trouble, 
bid  them  land  the  jeweller  at  his  house, 
naming  the  place.  The  guide,  by  this 
direction,  stopped  just  before  the  caliph's 
palace,  which  put  both  him  and  the  jeweller 
into  a  mortal  fright,  though  he  durst  not 
shew  it :  although  they  had  heard  the  com- 
mander's orders  to  his  men,  they  coidd  not 
help  imagining  they  were  to  be  delivered  up 
to  the  guard,  to  be  brought  before  the  caliph 
next  morning. 

This,  nevertheless,  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  guides;  for  after  they  had  landed 
them,  they,  by  theii'  master's  command, 
recommended    them  to   an   officer   of    the 


cali) ill's  guard,  who  assigned  them  two 
soliliei-s  to  conduct  them  by  land  to  the 
])rince"s  honse,  which  was  at  some  distance 
from  the  river.  They  arrived  there,  but  so 
tued  and  weary  that  they  coidd  hardly  move. 
The  prince  being  come  home,  with  the 
fatigue  of  his  journey,  and  this  misadven- 
ture to  himself  and  Schemsclnihar,  which 
deprived  him  of  all  hope  of  ever  seeing  her 
more,  fell  into  a  swoon  on  his  sofa.     While 


the  greatest  part  of  his  servants  Avere  endea- 
vouring to  recover  him,  the  rest  gathered 
about  "the  jeweller,  and  begged  him  to  tell 
them  what  had  happened  to  the  prince  theii' 
lord,  whose  absence  had  occasioned  them 
such  inexpressible  uneasiness. 

Here  Scheherazade  stopped,  because  the 
day  began  to  appear,  but  next  night  resumed 
her  discourse  to  the  sultan  iu  the  folloAvdng 
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Sii:,  I  ttjkl  j'our  majesty  last  night,  that 
whilst  the  gi-eatest  jiiart  of  the  prince's 
domestics  were  endeavouring  to  recover  him 
from  his  swoon,  others  of  them  were  got 
about  the  jeweller  desiring  to  know  what 
had  hai)pened  to  their  lord.  The  jeweller, 
who  took  care  to  discover  nothing  to  them 
that  was  not  proper  for  them  to  know,  told 
them  it  was  an  extraordinary  case,  hut  that 
it  was  not  a  time  to  relate  it,  and  that  they 
would  do  better  to  go  and  assist  the  prince. 
By  good  fortune  the  prince  came  to  himself 
that  moment,  and  those  that  had  but  just 
before  retpiired  his  history  with  so  much 
earnestness,  began  to  keep  a  resi)ectful  dis- 
tance, and  pay  that  resjiect  which  was  due 
from  them. 

Although  the  prince  had  in  some  measure 
recovered  his  senses,  he  continued  so  weak, 
that  he  coidd  not  open  his  mouth  to  speak. 
He  answered  only  by  signs,  even  to  his 
nearest  relations,  when  they  spoke  to  him. 
He  remained  in  the  same  condition  till  next 
morning,  when  the  jeAveller  came  to  take 
leave  of  him.  His  answer  Avas  only  with  a 
wink,  and  holding  forth  his  right  hand  ;  but 
when  he  saw  he  was  laden  with  a  bundle  of 
jilate  which  the  thieves  had  returned  to  him, 
he  made  a  sign  to  his  servants  that  they 
shoidd  take  it  and  cany  it  to  his  house. 

The  jeweller  had  been  expected  with 
great  impatience  by  his  family  the  day  he 
went  forth  with  a  man  who  came  to  ask  for 
him,  and  whom  he  did  not  know  ;  but  now 
lie  was  (piite  given  over,  and  it  was  no 
longer  doubted  but  some  disaster  had  be- 
fallen him.  His  wife,  children,  and  servants 
were  in  the  greatest  alarm,  and  were  lament- 
ing him.  When  he  arrived,  their  joy  was 
very  great ;  yet  they  were  troubled  to  see 
that  he  was  so  much  altered  iu  the  short  in- 
terval, that  he  was  hardly  to  be  known. 
This  was  occasioned  by  the  great  fatigue  of 
the  i)receding  day,  and  the  fears  he  had 
undergone  all  night,  which  would  not  let 
him  sleo]).  Finding  himself  much  disordered, 
he  continued  at  home  two  days,  and  would 
admit  oidy  one  of  his  intimate  friends  to 
visit  him. 

The  third  day,  finding  himself  something 
Ijetter,  he  thought  he  might  recover  strength 
hy  going  abroad  to  take  the  air ;  and  there- 
fore went  to  the  shop  of  a  rich  merchant  his 
acquaintance,  with  whom  he  continued  long 
in  discourse.  As  he  was  rising  to  take  leave 
of  his  friend  and  go  home,  he  observed  a 
woman  making  a  sign  to  him  whom  he  i>re- 
sently  knew  to  be  tlie  confidant  of  Hchemsel- 
nihar.  Uetween  fear  and  joy,  he  made  what 
liaste  lie  could  away,  Avilhout  looking  at  her ; 
but  slie  followed  him,  as  he  feared  she  woidd 
the  place  they  were  in  being  by  no  means 


proper  to  hold  a  conversation.  As  he  walked 
a  little  faster  than  ordinary,  she  not  being 
able  to  overtake  him,  every  now  and  then 
she  called  out  to  him  to  stay. 

He  heard  her ;  but  after  what  had  haj)- 
pened,  he  did  not  think  lit  to  speak  to  her 
in  public,  for  fear  of  gixang  cause  to  suspect 
that  he  was  connected  with  >Schemselniliar. 
It  Avas  known  to  everybody  in  Bagdael  that 
this  woman  belonged  to  her,  aud  executed 
all  her  little  commissions.  He  continued  the 
same  jjace,  and  at  length  came  to  a  moscpie, 
■where  he  knew  but  few  people  came.  He 
entered  it,  and  she  followed  him,  and  they 
had  a  long  conversation  together,  without 
any  body  overhearing  them. 

Both  the  jeweller  and  confidant  cx- 
Ijressed  mutual  joy  at  seeing  each  other, 
after  the  strange  adventure  of  the  robbers, 
and  their  reci^jrocal  apprehension  for  each 
other,  without  regarding  their  own  parti-, 
cular  persons. 

The  jeweller  wished  her  to  relate  to  him 
how  she  escaped  with  the  two  slaves,  and 
what  she  knew  of  Schemselnihar  from  the 
time  he  lost  sight  of  her  ;  but  so  great  was 
her  eagerness  to  know  what  had  happened 
to  him  from  the  time  of  their  unexpected 
separation,  that  he  found  himself  obliged  to 
satisfy  her.  "Having  given  you  the  detail 
you  desired,"  said  he,  "oblige  me  in  your 
turn,"  which  she  did  in  the  following  man- 
ner : — 

When  T  llrst  saw  the  robbers,  said  she, 
I  hastily  imagined  that  they  Avere  soldiers 
of  the  calijih's  guard,  and  that  the  caliph 
being  informed  of  Sehemselnihar's  going  out, 
had  sent  them  to  take  away  her  life,  the 
life  of  the  jirince,  and  of  us  all.  Under  this 
impression  1  immediately  got  uji  to  the  leads 
of  your  house,  when  the  thieves  entered  the 
chamber  Avhere  the  prince  and  Schemselnihar 
were,  and  I  Avas  soon  after  followed  by  that 
lady's  tAvo  slaves.  From  leads  to  leads,  Ave 
came  at  last  to  a  house  of  very  honest  people, 
Avho  received  us  Avith  mucli  civility,  and  with 
Avhom  Ave  lodged  that  night. 

Next  morning  after  thanking  the  master 
of  the  house  for  our  good  usage,  Ave  re- 
turned to  Sehemselnihar's  palace,  Avhere  Ave 
entered  in  great  disorder  and  distress,  be- 
cause Ave  could  not  leai-n  the  fate  of  the  two 
unfortunate  lovers.  The  other  Avomen  of 
Schemselnihar  Averc  astonished  to  see  me 
return  Avithout  their  lady.  We  told  them 
AA'e  had  left  her  at  the  house  of  one  of 
her  female  friends,  and  that  she  would  send 
for  us  Avhen  she  had  a  mind  to  come 
home  ;  with  Avhich  excuse  they  seemed  Avell 
satisfied. 

For  my  part,  I  spent  the  day  in  great 
uneasiness,  and  Avhen  night  came,  opening  a 
small  i)rivate  gate,  I  espied  a  little  boat  on 
the  canal  Avhich  seemed  driven  Ijy  the  stream. 
I  called  to  the  Ava,tcrmau  and  desired  him  to 


ABOULHASSEN  ALT  EBN  Bf.CAR. 


521    i 


r.iw  up  each  side  of  the  river,  nnd  look  if  he 
could  sec  a  lady;  if  he  found  hei-,  to  brine; 
her  along  with  him.  The  two  slaves  and  I 
waited  iraiiaticntly  for  his  return,  and  at 
length  about  midnight,  we  saw  the  boat  com- 
ing down  with  two  men  in  it  and  a  woman 
lying  along  in  the  stern.  When  the  boat  was 
come  up,  the  two  men  helped  the  woman  to 
rise,  and  then  it  was  T  knew  her  to  be  Schem- 
selnihar.  T  caimot  express  my  joy  at  seeing 
her. 


Here  Scheherazade  ended  her  discourse 
for  this  night,  intending  to  take  it  up  again 
the  night  following,  when  she  told  the  sul- 
tan— 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Seventh  Night. 

Sir,  we  yesterday  left  Schemselnihar's  con- 
fidant in  the  mosque,  telling  the  jeweller 
what  had  happened  from  the  time  of  their 


sejiaration,  and  all  the  cu-cumstances  of 
Schemselnihar's  return  to  her  hotel.  She 
proceeded  thus  : — 

I  gave,  said  she,  my  hand  to  Schemsel- 
nihar  to  help  her  oxA  of  the  boat ;  she  had 
great  need  of  my  assistance,  for  she  could 
hardly  stand.  When  she  was  landed,  she 
whispered  to  me  in  a  tone  expressive  of  her 
afUiction,  and  bid  me  go  and  take  a  purse  of 
a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  and  give  to  the 
two  soldiers  that  had  accompanied  her.  I 
committed  her  to  the  two  slaves  to  support 
her,  and  having  ordered  the  two  soldiers  to 
wait  for  me  a  moment,  I  took  the  purse  and 
returned  instantly  :  I  gave  it  to  the  soldiers, 
and  having  paid,  the  waterman,  shut  the 
door. 

I  then  followed  my  lady,  and  overtook 
her  before  she  was  got  up  to  her  chamber. 
We  immediately  undressed  her,  and  put  her 
to  bed,  where  she  had  not  long  been  before 
she  seemed  ready  to  give  np  the  ghost  all  the 
rest  of  the  night.  The  day  following,  her 
other  women  expressed  a  great  desire  to  see 
her ;  but  I  tuld  them  she  had  been  greatly 
fatigued,  and  wanted  rest  to  restore  her 
strength.  The  other  two  women  and  I  gave 
her  all  the  assistance  in  our  ^lower,  and  that 
she  could  expect  from  oiir  attention.  She 
persisted  in  taking  nothing  that  we  offered 
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her  :  and  we  should  have  despaired  of  her 
life,  if  I  had  not  at  last  perceived  that  the 
wine  which  we  gave  her  every  now  and 
then  had  a  sensible  effect  in  restoring  her 
strength.  By  importunity  we  overcame  her 
obstinacy,  and  at  length  prevailed  with  her 
to  eat. 

When  she  came  to  the  nse  of  her  speech, 
for  she  had  hitherto  only  wept,  groaned, 
and  sighed,  I  begged  of  her  to  tell  me  how 
she  had  escaped  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
robbers.  "Why  would  you  require  of  me," 
said  she,  with  a  profound  sigh,  "to  renew 
my  grief  ?  Would  to  God  the  robbers  had 
taken  away  my  life,  rather  than  preserved 
it ;  my  misfortimes  would  then  have  had  an 
end,  whereas  I  live  but  to  increase  my  suffer- 
ings." 

"Madam,"  replied  I,  "I  beg  you  would 
not  refuse  me  this  favour.  You  cannot  but 
know  that  the  wretched  feel  a  consolation 
in  relating  their  greatest  misfortunes  ;  what 
I  ask  would  alleviate  yours,  if  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  gratify  me." 

' '  Hear  then, "  said  she,  ' '  the  most  afflicting 
adventure  that  could  possibly  have  happen- 
ed to  one  so  deeply  in  love  as  myself,  who 
considered  myself  as  at  the  utmost  jjoint  of 
my  wishes.  You  must  know,  when  I  first  saw 
the   robbers   enter,   sword  in  hand,  I  cou 
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sidei-ctl  it  as  tlie  last  moment  of  our  lives  ; 
but  death  was  not  an  object  of  regret,  since 
I  thought  I  was  to  die  with  the  prince  of 
Persia.  However,  instead  of  murdering  us, 
as  I  expected,  two  of  the  robbei-s  were 
ordered  to  take  care  of  us,  whilst  their  com- 
2)anions  were  busied  in  packing  up  the  goods 
they  found  in  the  house.  When  they  had 
done  and  got  their  bundles  upon  their  backs, 
they  went  out  and  carried  us  along  with 
them. 

"As  we  went  along,  one  of  those  that  had 
charge  of  us  demanded  of  me  who  I.  was.  I 
answered  I  was  a  dancer.  He  ])ut  the  same 
question  to  the  prince,  who  replied,  he  was 
a  citizen. 

"When  we  were  come  to  the  place 
whither  they  were  going,  a  new  alarm 
seized  us.  They  gathered  aboiit  us,  and 
after  having  considered  my  dress,  and  the 
rich  jewels  I  was  adorned  with,  they  seemed 
to  doubt  that  T  disguised  my  quality. 
Dancers,  said  they,  do  not  use  to  be  dress- 
ed as  you  are.  Tell  us  truly  who  you 
are. 

"When  they  saw  I  answered  nothing,  they 
asked  the  prince  ouce  more  who  he  was,  for 
they  told  him  they  plainly  perceived  he  was 
not  the  person  he  pretended  to  be.  He  did 
not  satisfy  them  much  more  than  I  had 
done  :  he  only  told  them  he  came  to  see  the 
jeweller,  naming  him  who  was  the  owner  of 
that  house  where  they  found  them.  I  know 
this  jeweller,  replied  one  of  the  rogiies,  who 
seemed  to  have  some  authority  over  the 
rest  :  I  have  some  obligations  to  him, 
which  he  knows  nothing  of,  and  I  take 
upon  me  to  bring  him  hither  to-morrow 
morning,  from  another  house  he  has  :  but 
you  must  not  expect,  continued  he,  to  be 
released  till  he  comes  and  tells  us  who  you 
are  :  in  the  meantime,  I  promise  you  there 
shall  1)6  no  injury  offered  to  you. 

"The  jeweller  was  brought  next  morning, 
who,  thinking  to  oblige  us,  as  he  really  did, 
declared  to  the  robbers  the  whole  tinith. 
They  immediately  came  and  asked  my  par- 
don, and  I  believe  did  the  like  to  the  prmce, 
who  was  shut  up  in  another  room.  They 
protested  to  me  they  woidd  not  have  broken 
open  the  house  where  we  were,  had  they 
known  it  was  the  jeweller's.  They  soon 
after  took  lis,  (the  prince,  the  jeweller,  and 
myself)  carried  us  to  the  river  side,  put  us 
aboard  the  boat,  and  rowed  us  across  the 
water  :  but  we  were  no  sooner  lauded,  than 
a  party  of  horse  patrol  came  up  to  us. 

"  The  robbers  Hed  :  I  took  the  comman- 
iler  aside,  and  told  him  my  name,  and  that 
the  night  before  T  had  been  seized  by  robbers 
who  forced  me  along  with  them ;  but  hav- 
ing been  told  who  I  was,  released  me,  and 
the  two  i^ersons  he  saw  with  me,  on  my  ac- 
count. He  alighted  out  of  respect  to  me, 
and,  expressing  great  joy  for  being  able  to 


oblige  me,  he  caused  two  boats  to  be 
brought,  pi;tting  me  and  two  of  his  soldiers, 
whom  you  have  seen,  into  one,  escorted  me 
hither,  and  the  prince  and  jeweller,  with  two 
others,  in  another,  to  conduct  them  home 
in  safety.  My  guides  have  conducted  me 
hither ;  biit  what  is  become  of  the  prince 
and  his  friend  I  cannot  tell. 

"1  trust,"  added  she,  melting  into  tears, 
"no  harm  has  happened  to  them  since  our 
separation;  and  I  do  not  doubt,  but  the 
prince's  concern  for  me  is  equal  to  mine  for 
him.  The  jeweller,  to  whom  we  have  been 
so  much  obliged,  ought  to  be  recompensed 
for  the  loss  he  has  sustained  on  our  account. 
Fail  not,  therefore,  to  take  two  purses  of  a 
thousand  ])ieces  of  gold  in  each,  and  carry 
them  to  him  to-morrow  morning  in  my  name, 
and  be  sure  to  inquire  after  the  prince's 
welfare." 

When  my  good  mistress  had  done  speak- 
ing, I  endeavoured,  as  to  the  last  article  of 
inquiring  into  the  prince's  welfare,  to  per- 
suade her  to  endeavour  to  triumph  over  her 
passion,  after  the  danger  she  had  so  lately 
escaped  almost  by  miracle. — "Make  no  an- 
swer to  me,"  said  she,  "but  do  what  I  com- 
mand you." 

I  was  obliged  to  be  silent,  and  am  come 
hither  to  obey  her  commands.  I  have  been 
at  your  house,  and  not  finding  you  at  home, 
and  uncertain  as  I  was  of  finding  where  you 
were  said  to  be,  was  about  going  to  the 
prince  of  Persia ;  but  not  daring  to  attempt 
the  journey,  I  have  left  the  two  purses  with 
a  particular  friend  of  mine,  and  if  you  will 
wait  here,  I  will  go  and  fetch  them  immedi- 
ately. 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  the  day  begin  to 
approach,  stopped  here  ;  but  continued  the 
same  story  the  night  following,  and  said  to 
the  sultan — 


The  Two  Hundred  aud  Eighth  Night. 

Sir,  the  confidant  returned  quicldy  to  the 
jeweller  in  the  mosque,  where  she  had  left 
him,  and  giving  him  the  two  purses,  bid  him 
out  of  them  satisfy  his  friends.  "  They  are 
much  more  than  is  necessary,"  said  the  jew- 
eller, "but  I  dare  not  refuse  the  jiresent  from 
so  good  and  generous  a  lady  to  her  very 
humble  servant ;  but  I  beseech  you  to  assure 
her  from  me,  that  I  shall  preserve  an  eternal 
remembrance  of  her  gooibies.'*."  He  then 
agreed  with  the  confidant,  that  she  should 
find  him  at  the  house  where  she  had  lirst 
seen  him,  whenever  she  had  occasion  to  im- 
part anything  from  Schemselnihar.  or  to  hear 
any  tidings  of  the  prince  of  Persia  :  and  so 
they  parted. 

The  jeweller  i-eturned  home  very  well 
satisfied,  not  only  that  he  had  got  where- 
withal so  fully  to  satisfy  his  friends,  but  also 
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to  think  that  no  i)ersoii  iu  Bagdad  coiild 
possibly  know  that  the  prince  and  Schem- 
sehiihar  had  hcen  iii  his  house  when  it  was 
robljed.  It  is  true,  he  had  acquainted  the 
thieves  with  it,  but  their  sucresy  he  thought 
he  might  very  well  depend  on  :  they,  he  ima- 
gined, had  not  sufficient  communication  with 
the  world  to  fear  any  danger  from  their 
divulging  it.  Next  morning  he  visited  the 
friends  who  had  obliged  him,  and  found  no 
difficulty  iu  satisfying  them.  He  had  money 
in  hand  to  fiu-nish  his  other  house,  in  which 
he  placed  servants.  Thus  he  forgot  all  his 
])a.st  danger,  and  the  next  evening  waited  on 
the  prince  of  Persia. 

The  prince's  domestics  told  the  jeweller, 
that  he  came  iu  very  luckily,  for  that  the 
prince  ever  since  he  saw  him  was  reduced  to 
such  a  state  that  his  life  was  iu  danger,  and 
they  had  not  been  al)le  to  get  a  word  out  of 
him.  Tlioy  introduced  him  softly  into  his 
chamber,  and  he  found  him  iu  a  condition 
that  excited  his  pity.  He  was  lying  upon 
his  bed,  with  his  eyes  shut ;  but  when  the 
jeweller  saluted  him,  and  exhorted  him  to 
take  courage,  he  recollected  him  aud  opened 
his  eyes,  aud  gave  him  Otlook  that  sufficient- 
ly declared  the  greatness  of  his  affliction, 
infinitely  beyond  what  he  felt  after  he  first 
saw  Schcmseluihar.  He  took  aud  grasped 
him  by  the  hand,  to  testify  his  friendship, 
and  tt)ld  him  in  a  feeble  voice,  that  he  was 
extremely  obliged  to  him  for  coming  so  far 
to  seek  one  so  uuhaj^py  and  wretched. 

"Prince,"  replied  the  jewellei-,  "mention 
not,  I  beseech  you,  any  obligations  you  have 
to  me  :  I  wish  the  good  offices  I  have  endea- 
voured to  do  you  had  had  a  better  efiect : 
but  at  jiresent,  let  us  talk  only  of  your 
health ;  which,  in  the  state  I  see  you,  I  fear 
you  greatly  injure,  by  iinreasonably  abstain- 
ing from  jiroper  nourishment. " 

The  prince's  servants  took  this  opportu- 
nity to  tell  him,  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  they  had  prevailed  on  their  master 
to  take  the  smallest  refreshment,  and  that 
for  some  time  he  had  taken  nothing  at  all. 
This  obliged  the  jeweller  to  entreat  the 
prince  to  let  his  servants  bring  him  some- 
thing to  eat ;  which  he  obtained  after  much 
importunity. 

After  the  prince  had  eaten  more  than  he 
had  hitherto  done,  through  the  persuasion  of 
the  jeweller,  he  commanded  the  servants  to 
leave  him  alone  with  his  friend.  When  the 
room  was  clear,  he  said,  "Besides  my  mis- 
fortune that  distracts  me,  I  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly concerned  to  think  what  a  loss  you 
have  suttered  on  my  account;  and  it  is  but 
just  I  should  make  you  some  recompense; 
but  before  I  do  this,  after  begging  your 
pai-don  a  thousand  times,  I  conjure  you 
to  tell  me  whether  you  have  learnt  any- 
thing of  Schemselnihar,  since  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  parted  from  her." 


Here  the  jeweller,  instructed  by  the  con- 
fidant, related  to  him  all  that  he  knew  of 
Schemselnihar's  arrival  at  her  palace,  her 
state  of  health  from  that  time  till  she  reco- 
vered, and  how  she  had  sent  her  confidant 
to  him  to  inquire  after  his  welfare. 

To  aU  this  the  prince  replied  only  by  sighs 
and  tears :  he  made  an  effort  to  get  up,  and 
calling  his  servants,  went  himself  to  his 
wardrobe,  and  having  caused  several  bundles 
of  rich  furniture  and  plate  to  be  packed  up, 
he  ordered  them  to  be  carried  to  the  jewel- 
ler's house. 

The  jeweller  would  fain  have  declined  this 
kind  ofter :  but  although  he  represented 
that  Schemselnihar  had  already  made  him 
more  than  sufficient  amends  for  what  he  had 
lost,  the  prince  would  be  obeyed.  The  jew- 
eller was  therefore  obliged  to  make  all  pos- 
sible acknowledgments,  and  protested  how 
much  he  was  confounded  at  his  liighness's 
lilierality.  He  would  then  have  taken  his 
leave,  but  the  prince  desired  him  to  stay, 
and  so  they  passed  good  part  of  the  night  in 
talking  together. 

Next  morning  the  jeweller  waited  again 
on  the  prince,  who  made  him  sit  down  bj'^ 
him.  "  You  know,"  said  he,  "there  is  an 
end  proposed  in  all  things  :  the  end  the  lover 
proposes  is,  to  enjoy  the  beloved  object  iu 
spite  of  all  opposition.  If  once  he  loses  that 
hope,  he  must  not  think  to  live.  Such  is 
my  hard  case,  for  when  I  had  been  twice  at 
the  very  point  of  fulfilling  my  desires,  I  was 
on  a  sudden  torn  from  her  I  loved  in  the 
most  cruel  manner  imaginable.  It  remains 
for  me  only  to  think  of  death,  and  I  had 
sought  it,  but  that  our  holy  religion  forbids 
suicide ;  but  I  need  not  anticipate  it,  I  need 
not  wait  long."  Here  he  stopped,  and  vented 
his  passion  in  groans,  sighs,  sobs,  and  tears, 
which  fiowed  plentifully. 

The  jeweller,  who  knew  no  better  way  of 
diverting  him  from  his  despair  than  by 
bringing  Schemselnihar  into  liis  mind,  and 
giving  him  some  shadow  of  hope,  told  him 
he  feared  the  confidant  might  be  come  from 
her  lady,  and  therefore  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per to  stay  any  longer  from  home.  "  I  will 
let  you  go,"  said  the  prince,  "but  conjure 
you  that  if  you  see  her,  you  recommend  to 
her  to  assure  Schemselnihar,  that  if  I  die,  as 
I  expect  to  do  shortly,  I  shall  love  her  to 
the  last  moment,  even  in  the  grave." 

The  jeweller  returned  home,  and  waited 
in  expectation  of  seeing  the  confidant,  who 
came  some  hours  after,  but  all  in  tears,  and 
in  great  affliction.  The  jeweller,  alai-med, 
asked  her  what  was  the  matter.  She  an- 
swered that  Schemselnihar,  the  i)rince,  her- 
self, and  he,  were  aU  ruined.  Hear  the 
sad  news,  said  she,  as  it  was  told  me  just 
upon  my  entering  the  palace  after  I  had  left 
you  : — 

Schemselnihar  liad  for  some  fault  chastised 
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one  of  the  slaves  you  saw  with  her  when  you 
met  in  your  other  house  :  the  slave,  enraged 
at  the  ill-treatment,  ran  presently  away,  and 
finding  the  gate  ojien,  went  forth ;  so  that 
we  have  just  i-eason  to  believe,  she  has  dis- 
covered all  to  an  eunuch  of  the  guard,  who 
gave  her  protection. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  the  other  slave  her 
companion  is  fled  too,  and  has  taken  refuge 
in  the  caliph's  jialace ;  so  that  v/e  may  well 
fear  she  has  born  her  part  in  this  discovery : 
for  just  as  I  came  away,  the  caliph  had  sent 
twenty  of  his  eunuchs  for  Schemselnihar,  and 
they  carried  her  to  the  palace.  I  just  found 
means  to  come  and  tell  you  this.  I  know 
not  what  has  passed,  yet  I  fear  no  good; 
but,  above  all,  I  recommend  it  to  you  as  a 
secret. 

The  day  which  began  here  to  shew  its 
light,  obliged  Scheherazade  to  stop;  but 
she  continued  the  same  story  the  night  fol- 
lowing; ; — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Ninth  Night. 

Str,  said  she,  the  confidant  added  to  Avhat 
she  had  said  before  to  the  jeweller,  that  it 
was  proper  he  should  go  immediately  and 
acquaint  the  jirince  with  the  whole  affair, 
that  he  might  be  ]irepared  for  every  event, 
and  keep  faithful  to  the  common  cause. 
She  went  away  in  haste,  without  staying  for 
any  answer. 


What  answer  could  tlie  jeweller  have  made 
in  the  condition  he  was  in  ?  He  stood  motion- 
less as  if  thunderstruck.  He  found,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  and 
immediately  went  to  give  the  prince  an  ac- 
count. He  addressed  himself  to  him  with 
an  air  that  sufficiently  shewed  the  bad  news 
he  brought  him.  ' '  Prince, "  said  he,  ' '  arm 
yourself  with  courage  and  patience,  and  pre- 
pare to  receive  the  most  terrible  shock  that 
ever  you  had  to  encounter." 

"  Tell  me  in  a  few  words,"  said  the  prince, 
"what  is  the  matter,  withoiit  keeping  me 
in  sus])ense  :  I  am  prepared  to  die,  if  neces- 
sary." 

Then  the  jeweller  told  him  all  that  he  had 
learnt  from  the  confidant.  ' '  You  see,"  con- 
tinued he,  "your  destruction  is  inevitable. 
Up,  rise,  save  yourself  by  flight,  for  the 
time  is  precious.  You,  of  all  men,  must  not 
expose  yourself  to  the  anger  of  the  caliph, 
and  should  much  less  confess  anything  in  the 
midst  of  torments." 

At  these  words,  the  prince  was  almost 
ready  to  exj)ire  through  grief,  affliction,  and 
fear ;  however,  he  recovered  himself,  and 
asked  the  jeweller  what  resolution  he  would 
advise  him  to  take  in  this  conjuncture,  every 
moment  of  which  was  to  be  made  use  of. 
The  jeweller  told  him,  he  thought  nothing 
remained,  but  that  he  should  immediately 
take  horse,  and  haste  away  towards  Anbar,* 
that  he  might  get  tliitlier  before  day.  ' '  Take 
what  servants  and  swift  horses  you  think 
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necessary,"  contimied  he,  "and  suffer  me  to 
escape  with  you." 

The  prince   seeing   nothing   more   to   be 


done,  immediately  gave  orders  to  prepare 
•'  A  c;ty  on  the  Tigris,  twenty  leagues  below  liagdail. 
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such  an  equij)agu  as  would  lie  least  trouble- 
some ;  took  money  and  jewels,  and  having 
taken  leave  of  his  mother,  he  departed  with 
the  jeweller  and  such  servants  as  he  had 
chosen. 

They  travelled  all  that  day  and  the  night 
following,  without  stopping  ;  till  at  length, 
about  two  or  thi-ec  hours  before  daybreak, 
both  their  horses  and  themselves  being  spent 
with  so  long  a  jonrney,  they  stopped  to  rest 
themselves. 

They  had  hardly  sat  down  before  they 
found  themselves  surrounded  and  assaulted 
by  a  great  band  of  robbers.  They  defended 
their  lives  for  some  time  courageously  ;  but 
at  length  the  i)rince's  servants  being  all 
killed,  both  he  and  the  jeweller  were  obliged 
to  yield  at  discretion.  The  robbers,  how- 
ever, spared  their  lives  ;  biit  after  they  had 
seized  on  the  horses  and  baggage,  they  took 
away  their  clothes  and  left  them  naked  on 
the  spot. 

When  the  thieves  were  gone  from  them, 
the  prince  said  to  the  jeweller,  "  What  tliink 
you  of  our  adventure  and  condition.  Had 
I  not  better  have  tarried  in  Bagdad,  and 
awaited  my  death  ? "  "  Prince, "  replied  the 
jeweller,  "  it  is  the  decree  of  Heaven  that 
we  should  thus  suffer.  It  has  pleased  God 
to  add  affliction  to  affliction,  and  we  must 
not  murmur  at  it,  bnt  receive  his  chastise- 
ments with  submission.  Let  ns  stay  no 
longer  here,  but  seek  for  some  retreat  where 
we  may  perhaps  be  relieved." 

"Let  me  die,"  said  the  prince  ;  "for  what 
signifies  it  whether  I  die  here  or  elsewhere  ? 
Perhaps  while  we  are  talking,  Schemselnihar 
is  no  more  ;  and  why  should  I  endeavour  to 
live  after  she  is  dead? "  The  jeweller,  by-liis 
entreaty,  at  length  prevailed  on  him ;  and 
they  had  not  gone  far  before  they  came  to 
a  mosque,  which  was  open ;  they  entered 
it,  and  jiassed  there  the  remainder  of  the 
night. 

At  daybreak  a  man  came  into  the  mosqne. 
When  he  had  ended  his  prayer,  as  he  turned 
about  to  go  away,  he  perceived  the  prince 
and  jeweller,  who  were  sitting  in  a  corner. 
He  came  up  to  them,  and  after  having  sal- 
uted them  with  a  great  deal  of  civility,  said, 
"I  perceive  you  are  strangers." 

The  jeweller  answered,  "You  are  not 
deceived  ;  we  have  been  robbed  to-night  in 
coming  from  Bagdad,  as  yon  may  see,  and 
are  retired  hither  for  shelter,  but  we  know 
not  whom  to  apply  to."  ''  If  you  think  fit 
to  come  along  with  me  to  my  house,"  an- 
swered the  man,  "  I  will  give  you  all  the 
assistance  in  my  power." 

Upon  this  obliging  offer,  the  jeweller 
turned  to  the  prince,  and  whispered  him, 
"  Tliis  man,  as  you  perceive,  six-,  does  not 
know  us  ;  and  we  have  reason  to  fear  that 
somebody  else  may  come  who  may  know  us. 
We  cannot,  I  thmk,  refuse  his  offer."    "Do 


as  you  please,"  said  the  prince;  "I  am 
willing  to  be  guided  by  your  discretion." 

The  man,  observing  the  prince  and  jew- 
eller consulting  together,  and  thinking  they 
made  some  difficulty  to  accept  his  ofl'er, 
asked  them  if  they  were  resolved  what  to 
do.  The  jeweller  answered,  "We  are  ready 
to  follow  you ;  all  that  we  make  a  difliculty 
about  is,  that  we  are  ashamed  to  appear 
thus  naked." 

Fortunately  the  man  had  it  in  his  power 
to  cover  them  sufficiently  till  they  could  get 
to  his  house  :  aud  they  were  no  sooner  got 
to  the  house,  but  ho  brought  forth  a  very 
handsome  suit  for  each  of  them.  As  he 
thought  they  must  be  hungry,  and  wish  to 
be  alone,  lie  had  several  dishes  brought  to 
them  by  a  slave ;  but  they  ate  little,  espe- 
cially the  prince,  who  was  so  dejected  and 
dispii-ited,  that  lie  gave  the  jeweller  cause  to 
fear  he  would  die.  Their  host  visited  them 
several  times  in  the  day,  aud  in  the  evening, 
as  lie  knew  they  Avanted  rest,  he  left  them 
early;  but  he  was  no  sooner  in  bed,  than 
the  jeweller  was  forced  to  call  him  again  to 
assist  at  the  death  of  the  prince  of  Persia. 
He  found  him  breathe  short,  and  with  diffi- 
culty, which  gave  him  just  reason  to  fear  he 
had  but  few  minutes  to  live.  Commg  near 
him,  the  prince  said,  "It  is  all  over,  and  I 
am  glad  you  are  witness  of  my  last  words. 
I  quit  life  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  ; 
I  need  not  tell  you  the  reason,  for  you  know 
it  already.  All  my  concern  is,  that  I  cannot 
die  in  the  arms  of  my  dear  mother,  who  has 
always  loved  me  tenderly,  and  for  whom  I 
had  a  reciprocal  affection.  She  will  un- 
doubtedly not  be  a  little  grieved  that  she 
could  not  close  my  eyes,  and  bury  me  with 
her  own  hands.  Let  her  know  how  much  I 
was  concerned  at  this,  and  pray  her  in  my 
name  to  have  my  body  transported  to  Bag- 
dad, that  she  may  have  an  opportuity  to 
bedew  my  tomb  with  her  tears,  and  assist 
my  departed  soul  with  her  prayers."  He 
then  took  notice  of  the  master  of  the  house, 
and  thanked  him  for  his  kindness  in  taking 
him  in ;  and  after  desiring  him  to  let  his 
body  rest  with  him  till  it  should  be  conveyed 
to  Bagdad,  he  expired. 

Scheherazade  had  just  concluded  her  story 
of  the  prince's  death,  when  she  perceived 
the  daylight  to  appear ;  whereupon  she  left 
off,  and  resumed  her  discourse  the  next 
ni'dit  as  follows  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Tenth  Night. 

SiK,  said  she,  the  day  after  the  prince's 
death,  the  jeweller  took  the  opportunity  of 
a  numerous  caravan  that  was  going  to  Bag- 
dad, and  arrived  there  soon  after  in  safety. 
He  first  went  home  to  change  his  clothes, 
and  then  hastened  to  the   prince's   i)alace. 


'.26 


THE  ARAB/AN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


■where  ever3'bocljr  was  alarmed  at  not  seeing 
the  prince  with  him.  He  desired  them  to 
acquaint  the  prince's  mother  that  he  wished 
to  speak  with  her;  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  was  introduced  to  her  in  a  hall, 
with  several  of  her  women  about  her. 
"Madam,"  said  he  to  her,  with  an  air  that 
sufficiently  denoted  the  ill  news  he  brought, 
"  God  preserve  you,  and  shower  down  the 
choicest  of  His  blessings  upon  you.  You 
cannot  be  ignorant  that  He  alone  disposes  of 
us  at  His  pleasure." 

The  princess  would  not  give  him  leave  to 
go  on,  but  cried  out,  ' '  Alas  !  you  bring  me 
the  news  of  my  son's  death."  She  and  her 
women  at  the  same  time  set  up  such  a 
hideous  cry  as  brought  fresh  tears  into  the 
jeweller's  eyes.  vShe  tormented  and  gi'ieved 
herself  a  long  while,  before  she  would  suffer 
him  to  resume  his  story.  At  length  she 
checked  her  sighs  and  groans,  and  begged 
of  him  to  continue,  without  concealing  frojn 
her  the  least  cii'cumstance  of  such  a  melan- 
choly separation.  He  satisfied  her,  and 
when  he  had  done,  she  fai-ther  demanded  of 
him,  if  her  son  the  prince  had  not  given  him 
in  charge  something  more  particular  in  his 
last  moments.  He  assured  her  his  last 
words  were,  that  it  was  the  greatest  concern 
to  him  that  he  must  die  so  far  distant  from 
his  dear  mother  ;  and  that  the  only  thing 
he  wished  was,  that  she  would  be  pleased 
to  have  his  corpse  transported  to  Bagdad. 
Accordingly,  early  next  morning  the  prin- 
cess set  out  with  her  women  and  great  part 
of  her  slaves,  to  bring  her  son's  body  to  her 
own  palace. 

When  the  jeweller,  whom  she  kept  with 
her,  saw  she  was  gone,  he  returned  home 
very  sad  and  melancholy,  at  the  reflection 
that  so  accomplished  and  amiable  a  prince 
was  thus  cut  off  in  the  flower  of  his  age. 

As  he  walked  towards  his  house,  dejected 
and  musing,  he  saw  a  woman  in  mourning, 
drowned  in  tears,  standing  before  him  :  on 
lifting  up  his  eyes,  he  presently  knew  her  to 
be  Schemseluihar's  confidant.  At  the  sight 
of  her  his  tears  began  to  flow  afresh,  Init  he 
said  nothing  to  her ;  and  going  into  his  own 
house,  she  followed  him. 

They  sat  down  ;  when  the  jeweller,  be- 
gitming  the  conversation,  asked  the  confi- 
dant, with  a  deep  sigh,  if  she  had  heard  of 
the  death  of  the  prince  of  Persia,  and  if  it 
was  on  his  account  that  she  grieved.  "Alas ! " 
answered  she,  "what!  is  that  charming 
2)riuce  then  dead?  He  has  not  lived  long 
after  his  dear  Schemselnihar.  Beauteous 
souls!  "  contiaued  she,  " in  whatsoever  place 
ye  now  are,  ye  must  be  happy  that  your 
loves  will  no  more  be  interrujited.  Your 
bodies  were  an  obstacle  to  your  wishes,  but 
Heaven  has  delivered  you  from  them ;  ye 
may  now  form  the  closest  imion." 
^  The  jeweller,  who  had  heard  nothing  of 


Schemselnihar's  death,  and  had  not  observed 
the  confidant  was  in  mourning,  suffered 
fresh  grief  at  hearing  tliis  news.  ' '  Is  Schem- 
selnihar then  dead?"  cried  he.  "She  is 
dead,"  replied  the  confidant,  weeping  afresh; 
"  and  it  is  for  her  T  wear  these  weeds.  The 
circumstances  of  her  death  were  extraordi- 
nary," continued  she,  "and  deserve  to  be 
known  to  you  ;  but  before  I  give  you  an 
account  of  them,  I  beg  you  to  let  me  know 
those  of  the  prince  of  Persia,  whom,  with 
my  dearest  friend  and  mistress,  I  shall 
lament  as  long  as  I  live." 

The  jeweller  then  gave  the  confidant  that 
satisfaction  she  desired ;  and  after  he  had 
told  her  all,  even  to  the  departure  of  the 
prince's  mother  to  bring  her  son's  body  to 
Bagdad,  she  began  and  said.  You  have  not 
forgot  that  I  told  you  the  caliph  had  sent 
for  Schemselnihar  to  his  palace  :  and  it  is 
tnie,  as  we  had  all  the  reason  in  the  world 
to  believe,  he  had  been  informed  of  the 
amour  betwixt  her  and  the  prince  by  the 
two  slaves,  whom  he  had  examined  apart. 
You  will  imagine,  he  would  be  exceedingly 
enraged  at  Schemselnihar,  and  express  great 
tokens  of  jealousy  and  revenge  against  the 
prince  :  but  this  was  by  no  means  the  case. 
He  pitied  Schemselnihar,  and  in  some  mea- 
sure blamed  himself  for  what  had  happened, 
in  giving  her  so  much  flfeedom  to  walk  about 
the  city  without  being  attended  by  his 
eunuchs.  This  is  the  only  conchision  that 
could  be  drawn  from  his  extraordinary  be- 
haviour towards  her,  as  you  will  heai-. 

He  received  her  with  an  open  counten- 
ance ;  and  when  he  observed  that  the  melan- 
choly which  oppressed  her  did  not  lessen 
her  beauty,  (for  she  appeared  thus  before 
him  without  surprise  or  fear,)  with  a  good- 
ness worthy  himself,  he  said,  "Schemselnihar, 
I  cannot  bear  your  appearing  before  me  thus 
with  an  air  which  gives  me  infinite  pain. 
You  must  needs  be  sensible  how  miich  I 
have  always  loved  you,  and  be  convinced  of 
the  sincerity  of  my  jiassion  by  the  continued 
demonstrations  I  have  given  you  of  it :  I  can 
never  change  ray  mind,  for  I  love  you  more 
than  ever.  You  have  enemies,  Schemsehii- 
har,"  proceeded  he,  "and  those  enemies 
have  insinuated  things  against  your  con- 
duct ;  but  all  they  have  said  against  you 
has  not  made  the  least  impression  upon  me. 
Shake  off  then  this  melancholy,  and  pre])are 
to  entertain  me  with  some  diverting  and 
amiising  conversation  this  night  after  your 
accustomed  manner."  He  said  many  othej 
obliging  things  to  her,  and  then  desired  her 
to  step  into  a  magnificent  apartment  near 
his  own,  and  wait  for  him. 

The  afflicted  Schemselnihar  was  very  sen- 
sible of  the  kindness  the  caliph  had  for  her; 
but  the  more  she  thought  herself  obliged  to 
him,  the  more  she  was  concerned  that  she 
was  so  far  removed,  perhaps  for  ever,  from 
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lier  prince,  without  wlioin  slie  could  not 
live. 

This  interview  between  the  caliph  and 
Schemsehiihar,  continued  the  confidant, 
was  whilst  I  was  come  to  speak  with  you, 
and  I  learned  the  particulars  of  it  from  my 
comjianions  who  were  present.  But  I  had 
no  sooner  left  you,  proceeded  she,  than  I 
went  to  my  dear  mistress  again,  and  was 
eye-witness  to  what  hajjpened  in  the  evening. 
I  foimd  her  in  the  apartment  I  told  you  of  ; 
and  as  she  thought  I  came  from  you,  she 
came  iip  to  me,  and,  whispering  me  in  the 
car,  said,  "I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the 
service  you  have  done  me,  but  feel  it  will  be 
the  last."  She  said  no  more  ;  but  I  was 
not  in  a  i)lace  proper  to  offer  anything  to 
comfort  her. 

The  caliph  was  introduced  at  night  with 
the  sound  of  instruments,  which  her  women 
l)layed  iipon,  and  the  collation  was  immedi- 
ately served  up.  He  took  his  mistress  by 
the  hand,  and  made  her  sit  do^\ai  with  him 


on  the  sofa.  8he  put  such  a  force  upon  her- 
self to  please  him,  that  she  expired  a  few 
minutes  after.  In  short,  she  was  hardly 
set  down,  but  she  fell  backwards  :  the  caliph 
believed  she  had  only  fainted,  and  so  we  all 
thought ;  but  she  never  recovered,  and  in 
this  manner  we  lost  her. 

The  caliph  did  her  the  honour  to  weep 
over  her,  not  being  able  to  refrain  from 
tears  ;  and  liefore  he  left  the  room,  ordered 
all  the  musical  instruments  to  be  broken, 
which  was  immediately  executed.  I  stayed 
with  her  corpse  all  night,  and  next  morning 
washed  and  dressed  her  for  her  funeral, 
bathing  her  with  my  tears.  The  caliph  had 
her  interred  next  morning  in  a  magnificent 
tomb  he  had  erected  for  her  in  her  lifetime, 
in  a  place  she  had  desired  to  be  buried  in. 
"Now,  since  you  tell  me,"  said  she,  "the 
prince  of  Persia's  body  is  to  be  brought  to 
Bagdad,  I  will  use  my  best  endeavours  that 
he  shall  be  interred  in  the  same  tomb." 

The  jeweller  was  miich  surprised  at  this 


resolution  of  the  confidant,  and  said,  "Cer- 
tainly you  do  not  consider  that  the  calijjh 
will  never  suffer  this."  "  You  think  the 
thing  impossible,"  replied  she;  "it  is  not  : 
you  wUl  alter  your  opinion  when  I  tell  you 
that  the  caliph  has  given  liberty  to  all  her 
slaves,  with  a  pension  to  each  for  their 
maintenance,  and  has  committed  to  me  the 
care  and  keeping  of  my  mistress's  tomb, 
and  allotted  me  an  annual  income  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  my  maintenance.  Besides, 
the  caliph,  who  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
amour  between  Schemselnihar  and  the  prince, 
as  I  have  already  told  you,  without  bein':' 


offended  at  it,  will  not  be  sorry  if  after  her 
death  he  be  buried  with  her."  To  all  this 
the  jeweller  had  not  a  word  to  say,  yet 
earnestly  entreated  the  confidant  to  conduct 
him  to  her  mistress's  tomb,  that  he  might 
say  his  prayers  over  her.  When  he  came  in 
sight  of  it,  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
find  a  vast  concourse  of  people  of  both  sexes, 
that  were  come  thither  from  all  parts  of 
Bagdad.  As  he  coidd  not  come  near  the 
tomb,  he  said  his  prayers  at  a  distance ;  and 
then  going  to  the  confidant,  who  was  wait- 
ing hard  by,  he  said  to  her,  «'  Now  I  am  so 
far  from  thinking  that  what  you  properly 
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proposed  cauuot  be  put  iu  executiou,  that 
you  aud  I  need  only  publish,  abroad  what 
we  know  of  the  aiuoiu-  of  this  unfortunate 
couple,  and  how  the  prince  died  much  about 
the  same  time  with  his  mistress.  Before  his 
corpse  arrives,  all  Bagdad  will  concur  to  de- 
sire that  two  such  faithful  lovers  should  not 
be  separated  when  dead,  whom  nothing 
could  divide  in  affection  whilst  they  lived." 
As  he  said,  so  it  came  to  jiass ;  for  as  soon 
as  it  came  to  be  known  that  the  corpse  was 
within  a  day's  journey  of  the  city,  an  infinite 
number  of  people  went  out  to  meet  it  above 
twenty  miles  otf,  and  afterwards  walked  be- 
fore it  till  it  came  to  the  city  gate  ;  where 
I  the  confidant,  waiting  for  that  purjiose, 
presented  herself  before  the  prince's  mother, 
and  begged  of  her,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
city,  who  earnestly  desired  it,  that  she 
would  be  pleased  to  consent  that  the  bodies 
of  the  two  lovers,  who  had  but  one  heart 
whilst  they  lived,  from  the  time  their  mutual 
passion  commenced,  might  be  biu-ied  in  the 
same  tomb  now  they  were  dead.  The 
princess  immediately  consented ;  and  the 
corpse  of  the  prince,  instead  of  being  de- 
posited in  his  own  burying-place,  was  laid 
by  .Schemselnihar's  side,  after  it  had  been 
carried  along  in  procession  at  the  head  of 
an  infinite  number  of  peojile  of  aU  ranks. 
From  that  time  all  the  inhabitants  of  Bagdad, 
and  even  strangers  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  where  the  Mahommedan  religion  pre- 
vails, cease  not  to  hold  in  the  highest  vene- 
ration that  tomb,  and  paid  their  devotion  at 
it. 

This,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  who  now 
perceived  the  day  approach,  is  what  I  had 
to  relate  to  your  rjajesty  concerning  the 
amour  of  the  fair  Schemselnihar,  mistress  of 
the  caliph  Haroun  Airaschid,  aud  the  amiable 
Ali  Ebn  Becar,  prince  of  Persia. 

When  Dinarzade  observed  her  sister,  the 
sidtaness,  had  done  speaking,  she  thanked 
her  in  the  most  obliging  manner  for  the 
pleasure  she  had  received  from  so  interesting 
a  story.  "If  the  sultan  will  but  be  pleased 
to  let  me  live  till  to-morrow,"  said  Schehera- 
zade, "I  will  relate  that  of  Prince  Camaralza- 
man,*  Avhich  you  will  find  yet  more  agree- 
able. " 

Here  she  stopped ;  and  the  sultan,  who 
could  not  resolve  to  jiut  her  to  death,  de- 
ferred hearing  it  till  the  following  night. 


The  Two  Hundrsd  and  Eleventli  Night. 

Next  day,  before  it  was  light,  and  as  soon 
as  she  had  been  awaked  by  her  sister,  Sche- 
horazadc  related  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies 


the  Moon  of  the 


the  story  of  Camaralzaman,  as  she  had  pro- 
mised. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  AMOURS  OF  CAMARALZA- 
MAN, PRINCE  OF  THE  ISLES  OF  THE  CHIL- 
DREN OF  KHALEDA!';,  AND  OF  EADOURA, 
PRINCESS  OF  CHINA. 

Sir,  said  she,  about  twenty  days'  sail  on 
the  coast  of  Persia,  there  are  islands  iu  the 
main  ocean  called  the  Islands  of  the  Chil- 
dren of  Khaledan.  These  islands  are  divided 
into  four  great  provinces,  which  have  all  of 
them  very  flourishing  and  jiopidous  cities, 
forming  together  a  powerful  kingdom.  It 
was  formerly  governed  by  a  king  named 
Schahzaman,*  who  had  four  lawfid  wives, 
all  daughters  of  kings,  and  sixty  concu- 
bines. 

Schahzaman  thought  himself  the  most 
hapjiy  monarch  of  the  world,  on  account  of 
his  peaceful  and  prosperous  reign.  One 
thing  oidy  disturbed  his  happiness;  which 
was,  that  he  was  advanced  in  years,  and  had 
no  children,  though  he  had  so  many  wives. 
He  knew  not  to  Avhat  to  attribute  this  bar- 
renness ;  and  what  increased  his  affliction 
was,  that  he  was  likely  to  leave  his  kingdom 
without  a  successor.  He  dissembled  his 
discontent  a  long  while ;  and  this  dissimu- 
lation only  heightened  his  uneasiness.  At 
length  he  broke  silence ;  and  one  daj',  after 
he  had  complained  bitterly  of  his  misfortunes 
to  his  grand  vizier,  he  asked  him  if  he  knew 
any  remedy  for  it. 

That  wise  minister  replied,  "If  what 
your  majesty  rerpures  of  me  had  depended 
on  the  ordinary  rules  of  human  wisdom,  you 
had  soon  had  an  answer  to  your  satisfaction ; 
but  my  experience  and  knowledge  fall  far 
short  of  your  question.  The  Divine  Power 
alone,  who,  in  the  midst  of  our  jirosjicrities, 
which  often  temjit  us  to  forget  Him,  is 
pleased  to  mortify  us  in  some  instance,  that 
we  may  address  our  thoughts  to  Him,  ac- 
knowledge His  omnipotence,  and  ask  of  Him 
what  we  can  expect  from  Him  alone.  Your 
majesty  has  subjects,"  proceeded  he,  "M'ho 
make  a  profession  of  honoui'ing  and  serving 
God,  and  suffering  great  hardships  for  His 
sake  ;  to  them  I  would  advise  you  to  have 
recourse,  and  engage  them,  by  alms,  to  join 
their  prayers  with  yours  :  it  may  be,  some 
one  among  them  may  be  so  pure  and  pleasing 
to  God  as  to  obtain  a  hearing  for  your 
prayers. 

King  Schahzaman  approved  this  advice, 
and  thanked  his  vizier  for  it.  He  immedi- 
ately caused  rich  ahns  to  be  given  to  every 
community  of  these  holy  men  in  his  domi- 
nions; and  having  sent  for  the  sujjeriors, 
and  treated  them  with  a  frugal  feast,  de- 


•  That  is  to  say  in  Persian,  King  of  the  Time,  or 
King  of  the  Age. 
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clared  to  tlioin  liis  intention,  and  desired 
tliem  to  acquaint  tlieir  devout  men  with  it. 

The  king  obtained  of  Heaven  what  he 
requested ;  for  in  nine  months'  time  lie  had 
a  son  by  one  of  his  wives.  To  express  his 
gratitude  to  Heaven,  he  sent  new  alms  to 
the  communities  of  devout  Mussidmen,  and 
the  prince's  birth(hiy  was  celebrated  not 
oidy  in  his  ca^dtal,  but  throughout  his  do- 
minions, for  a  whole  week.  The  prince  was 
brought  to  him  as  soon  as  born,  and  he 
found  him  so  beautiful,  that  he  gave  him 
the  name  of  CamaralzaniCDi,  or  Moon  of  tlie 
A(je. 

He  w\as  brought  up  with  all  imaginable 
care  ;  and  when  he  came  to  a  proper  age, 
his  father  appointed  him  an  experienced  go- 
vernor and  able  preceptors.  These  persons, 
distinguished  ))y  their  capacity,  found  in 
him  a  ready  wit,  capable  of  receiving  all  the 
instructions  that  were  proper  to  be  given 
him,  as  well  in  relation  to  morals  as  other 
knowledge  which  a  prince  ought  to  possess. 
As  he  grew  up,  he  learned  all  his  exercises, 
and  acquitted  himself  with  that  grace  and 
wonderful  address,  as  charmed  all  that  saw 
him,  and  ijarticularly  the  sultan  his  father. 

Ha\ang  attained  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
the  sultan,  who  loved  him  so  tenderly,  and 
gave  him  every  day  new  marks  of  his  affec- 
tion, had  thoughts  of  giving  him  a  still 
greater,  by  resigning  his  throne  to  him,  and 
acquainted  his  grand  vizier  with  his  in- 
tentions. "I  fear,"  said  he,  "lest  my  son 
should  lose  in  the  inactivity  of  youth  those 
advantages  which  nature  and  my  education 
have  given  him  :  therefore,  since  I  am  ad- 
vanced in  age,  and  ought  to  think  of  retire- 
ment, I  have  thoughts  of  resigning  the 
government  to  him,  and  jjassing  the  remain- 
der of  my  days  in  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
him  reign.  I  have  undergone  the  fatigue  of 
a  crown  a  long  while,  and  think  it  is  now 
jiroper  for  me  to  retire." 

The  grand  vizier  declined  olTering  all  the 
reasons  he  could  have  alleged  to  dissuade 
the  sultan  from  such  a  proceeding ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  agreed  with  him  in  opinion. 
"Sir,"  replied  he,  "the  jirince  is  yet  but 
young ;  and  it  would  not  be,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  advisable  to  burthen  him  with  the 
weight  of  a  crown  so  soon.  Your  majesty 
fears,  with  great  reason,  his  youth  may  be 
corrupted  in  indolence  ;  but  to  remedy  that, 
do  not  you  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
marry  him?  ^Marriage  forms  attachment, 
and  ])re vents  dissipation.  Your  majesty 
might  then  admit  him  of  your  council,  where 
he  would  learn  by  degrees  the  art  of  reign- 
ing ;  and  so  be  qualified  to  receive  your 
authority,  whenever,  by  your  own  exjieri- 
ence,  you  shall  think  him  qualified." 

•Schahzaman  found  this  advice  of  his  prime 
minister's  highly  reasonable ;  therefore  sum- 
moned the  prince  to  appear  before  him  at 


the  same  time  that  he  dismissed  the  grand 
vizier. 

The  prince,  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
see  his  father  only  at  certain  times,  without 
being  sent  for,  was  a  little  startled  at  this 
summons  ;  when,  therefore,  he  came  before 
him,  he  saluted  him  with  great  respect,  and 
stood  with  his  eyes  lixud  on  the  ground. 

The  sultan  perceiving  his  constraint, 
said  to  him  in  a  mild  way,  "  Do  you  know, 
son,  for  what  reason  I  have  sent  for  you  ?  " 
The  prince  modestly  replied,  "God  alone 
knows  the  heart :  I  shall  hear  it  from  your 
majesty  with  pleasure."  "I  sent  for  you," 
said  the  sultan,  "to  inform  you  I  have  an 
intention  of  providing  a  proper  marriage  for 
you  :  what  do  you  think  of  it  ?  " 

Prince  Camaralzaman  heard  this  with 
great  uneasiness  ;  it  so  surprised  him,  that 
he  paused  and  knew  not  what  answer  to 
make.  After  a  few  moments'  silence,  he 
re2)lied,  "  8ir,  I  beseech  you  to  pardon  me, 
if  I  seem  surprised  at  the  declaration  you 
have  made  to  me.  I  did  not  expect  such 
proposals  to  one  so  yoimg  as  I  am  ;  and  I 
know  not  whether  I  could  ever  prevail  on 
myself  to  marry,  on  account  of  the  trouble 
incident  to  a  married  life,  and  the  many 
treacheries  of  women,  which  I  have  read  of. 
I  may  not  be  always  of  the  same  mind  ;  yet 
I  perceive  it  requires  time  to  determine  on 
what  your  majesty  requires  of  me." 

Scheherazade  woidd  have  gone  on ;  but 
finding  the  sultan  beginning  to  i-ise,  it  being 
day,  she  desisted,  and  reserved  what  she  had 
to  say  for  the  night  following ;  when  she 
resumed  her  story,  and  said  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Night. 

Sir,  prince  Camaralzaraan's  answer  extreme- 
ly afliicted  his  father.     He  was  not  a  little 
grieved  to  see  what  an  aversion  he  had  to 
marriage ;    yet  would  not  charge  him  with 
disobedience,  nor  exert  his  paternal  autho- 
rity.    He  contented  himself  with  telling  him 
he  would  not  force  his  inclinations,  but  give 
him  time  to  consider  of  the  proposal,  and 
reflect,  that  a  prince  like  him,  destined  to 
govern  a  great  kingdom,  ought  to  take  some 
care  to  leave  a  successor  ;  and  that,  in  giv- 
ing himself  that   satisfaction,  he   communi-   j 
cated  it  to  his  father,  who  would  be  glad  to   I 
see  himself  revive  in  his  son  and  his  issue,    i 
Schahzaman  said  no  more  to  the  prince  :   i 
he  admitted  him  into  his  council,  and  gave   j 
him  every  reason  to  be  satisfied.    At  the  end   | 
of  the  year,  he  took  him  aside,  and  said  to 
him,    "jNIyson,   have  you   thoroughly  con-   ! 
sidered  of  what  I  proposed  to  you  about  mar-   I 
rying,  last  year  ?     Will  you  still  refuse  me 
that  pleasure  I  expect  from  your  obedience, 
and  sufi'er  me  to  die  without  giving  me  that 
satisfaction  ? " 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


TUe  prince  seemed  less  disconcerted  than 
before,  and  was  not  long  answering  his 
father  to  this  effect  :  "Sir,  I  have  not  ne- 
glected to  consider  of  your  proposal;  but, 
after  the  maturest  reflection,  find  myself 
more  confirmed  in  my  resolution  to  continue 
as  I  am,  without  engaging  in  marriage.  In 
short,  the  infinite  mischief  I  have  read  in 
histories  caused  in  the  world  by  women,  and 
the  continual  mischiefs  I  still  hear  done  by 
them,  are  powerfid  motives  for  me  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them :  so  that  I  hope 
your  majesty  wiU  pardon  me  if  I  presiuue 
to  tell  you  it  will  be  in  vain  to  solicit  me 
any  further  about  marriage."  He  stopped 
here,  and  went  out  without  staying  to  hear 
what  the  sultan  would  answer. 

Any  monarch  but  Schahzaman  would  have 
been  very  angry  at  such  freedom  in  a  son, 
and  would  have  made  him  repent  it ;  but  he 
loved  him,  and  preferred  gentle  methods  be- 
fore he  proceeded  to  compulsion.  He  com- 
mimicated  this  new  cause  of  discontent  to 
his  prime  minister.  "I  have  followed  your 
advice,"  said  he,  "but  C'amaralzaman  is  f ur- 
tlier  than  ever  from  complying  with  my 
desires.  He  delivered  his  resolution  in  such 
free  terms  that  it  required  all  my  reason  and 
moderation  to  keep  my  temper.  Fathers 
who  so  earnestly  desire  children  as  I  did 
this  son,  are  fools,  who  seek  to  deprive  them- 
selves of  that  rest  which  it  is  in  their  own 
power  to  enjoy  without  control.  Tell  me, 
I  beseech  you,  how  I  shall  reclaim  a  disposi- 
tion so  rebellious  to  my  will  ?  " 

"Sir,"  answered  the  grand  vizier,  "pa- 
tience brings  many  things  about  that  before 
seemed  impracticable ;  but  it  may  be  this 
affair  is  of  a  natiire  not  likely  to  suc- 
ceed that  way.  Your  majesty  will  have  no 
cause  to  reproach  yourself  for  precipitation, 
if  you  would  give  the  prince  another  year  to 
consider  of  the  matter.  If  in  this  interval  he 
return  to  his  duty,  you  will  have  the  great- 
er satisfaction,  as  you  will  have  employed 
only  paternal  love  to  induce  him ;  and  if  he 
still  continue  averse  to  your  proposal  when 
this  is  expired,  your  majesty  may  propose  it 
to  him  in  full  council,  that  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary for  the  good  of  the  state  that  he  shoidd 
marry  ;  and  it  is  not  likely  he  will  refuse  to 
comply  with  you  before  so  gi-ave  an  assem- 
bly, which  you  honour  with  your  jiresence." 

The  sultan,  who  so  passionately  desired  to 
see  his  son  married,  thought  this  long  delay 
an  age ;  however,  thoiigh  with  much  diffi- 
culty, he  yielded  to  his  grand  vizier's  reasons, 
which  he  could  not  disapjirove. 

Daylight,  which  began  to  appear,  imposed 
silence  on  Scheherazade  :  she  renewed  her 
story  the  night  foUowiug,  and  said  to  the 
sidtan  Schariar : — 


The  Two  Himdrea  and  Tliirteenth  NigM. 

SiK,  after  the  grand  vizier  was  gone,  sultan 
Schahzaman  went  to  the  apartment  of  the 
mother  of  prince  Caniaralzaman,  to  whom 
he  had  often  expressed  his  desire  to  see  the 
prince  mari-ied.  When  he  had  told  her,  with 
grief,  how  his  son  had  refused  to  comjily 
with  his  wishes  a  second  time,  and  the 
indulgence  which,  by  the  advice  of  his  grand 
■\nzier,  he  was  inclined  to  shew  him,  he  said, 
"Madam,  I  know  he  has  more  confidence 
in,  and  will  hearken  more  to  you  than  me  ; 
therefore  I  desire  you  would  take  an  oppor- 
tunity to  talk  to  him  seriously  about  it,  and 
convince  liim,  that  if  he  persists  in  his 
obstinacy,  he  wiU  oblige  me  to  have  recourse 
to  extremities  which  I  should  be  sorry  for, 
and  which  may  give  him  cause  to  repent 
having  disobeyed  me." 

Fatima,  for  so  was  the  lady  called,  ac- 
quainted the  prince  the  first  time  she  saw 
him,  that  she  had  been  informed  of  his 
second  refusal  to  marry,  and  how  much 
chagrin  he  had  occasioned  his  father  on  that 
account.  "Madam,"  said  the  prince,  "I 
beseech  you  not  to  renew  my  grief  upon 
that  head.  I  fear,  in  my  present  uneasiness, 
something  may  escape  me  which  may  not 
altogether  correspond  with  the  respect  I  owe 
you."  Fatima  knew  by  this  answer  that 
this  was  not  a  jiroper  time  to  speak  to  him, 
and  therefore  deferred  what  she  had  to  say 
to  another  opportunity. 

Some  considerable  time  after,  Fatima 
thought  she  had  foimd  a  more  favourable 
opportunity,  which  gave  her  hopes  of  being 
heai-d  upon  that  subject.  "  Son,"  said  she, 
"  I  beg  of  you,  if  it  be  not  disagreeable,  to 
teU  me  what  reason  you  have  for  your  so 
great  aversion  to  marriage  ?  If  it  be  only 
the  wickedness  of  some  women,  nothing  can 
be  more  unreasonable  and  weak.  I  will  not 
undertake  the  defence  of  those  that  are  bad ; 
there  are  a  great  number  of  them  uudoubt- 
eilly;  but  it  would  be  the  height  of  injustice 
to  condemn  all  the  sex  for  their  sakes. 
Alas !  my  son,  you  have  in  your  books  met 
with  many  bad  women,  who  have  occasioned 
great  mischief,  and  I  wiU  not  excuse  them ; 
Imt  you  do  not  consider  how  many  mon- 
arehs,  sultans,  and  other  princes  there  have 
been  in  the  world,  whose  tyrannies,  barbari- 
ties, and  cruelties  astonished  those  that  read 
of  them,  as  well  as  myself.  Now,  for  one 
wicked  woman,  you  will  meet  with  a  thou- 
sand tyrants  and  barbarians ;  and  what 
torment  do  you  think  a  good  woman  must 
undergo,  who  is  matched  with  any  of  these 
wretches  ?  " 

"  Madam,"  replied  C'amaralzaman,  "  I 
doubt  not  there  arc  a  great  number  of  wise, 
virtuous,  good,  affable,  and  well-behaved 
women  in  the  world:  would  to  God  they  all 
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resembled  you  !  But  what  deters  me  is  the 
doubtful  choice  a  man  is  obliged  to  make  ; 
and  oftentimes  one  has  not  the  liberty  of 
following  his  inclination. 

"Let  us  sujipose,  then,  madam,"  continued 
he,  "that  I  had  a  mind  to  marry,  as  the 
sultan  my  father  so  earnestly  desires,  what 
wife,  think  j'ou,  would  he  be  likely  to  pro- 
vide for  me  ?  Probably  a  princess,  whom  he 
would  demand  of  some  neighbouring  prince, 
and  who  would  think  it  an  honour  done  him 
to  send  him  her.  Handsome  or  ugly,  she 
must  be  taken ;  nay,  suppose  no  other 
princess  excelled  her  in  beautj'^,  who  can  be 
certain  that  her  temper  would  be  good ;  that 
she  would  be  affable,  complaisant,  easy,  ob- 
liging, and  the  like?  That  her  conversation 
would  generally  turn  on  solid  subjects,  and 
not  on  dress,  fashions,  ornaments,  and  a 
thousand  such  fooleries  which  would  disgust 
any  man  of  sense?  In  a  word,  that  she  would 
not  be  haughty,  proud,  arrogant,  imperti- 
nent, scornful,  and  waste  an  estate  in  frivo- 
lous expenses,  such  as  gay  clothes,  jewels, 
toys,  and  foolish,  mistaken  magnificence. 

"You  see,  madam,"  continued  he,  "by  one 
single  article,  how  many  reasons  a  man  may 
have  to  be  disgusted  at  marriage.  Let  this 
jirincess  be  never  so  perfect,  accomplished, 
and  irreproachable  in  her  conduct,  I  have 
yet  a  great  many  more  reasons  not  to  alter 
my  opinion  and  resolution." 

"What,  son,"  replied Fatima,  "have  you 
then  more  reasons  after  those  you  have  al- 
ready alleged?  I  do  not  doubt  of  being  able 
to  answer  them,  and  stop  your  mouth  with 
a  word."  "  You  may  jn-oceed,  madam,"  re- 
plied the  prince,  "  and  perhaps  I  may  find  a 
rejtly  to  yoiu-  answer." 

"  I  mean,  son,"  said  Fatima,  "that  it  is 
easy  for  a  prince  who  has  had  the  misfortune 
to  marry  such  a  wife  as  you  describe  to  get 
rid  of  her,  and  take  care  that  she  may  not 
ruin  the  state."  "  Ah,  madam,"  replied  the 
prince,  ' '  but  you  do  not  consider  what  a 
mortification  it  would  be  to  a  jierson  of  so 
great  quality,  to  be  obliged  to  come  to  such 
an  extremity.  Would  it  not  have  been  more 
for  his  honour  and  quiet,  that  he  had  never 
run  such  a  risk?" 

"  But,  son,"  said  Fatima  once  more,  "  as 
you  take  the  case,  I  apprehend  you  have  a 
mind  to  be  the  last  king  of  your  race,  who 
has-e  reigned  so  long  and  gloriotisly  over  the 
isles  of  the  children  of  Khaledan." 

"  Madam,"  replied  the  jmnce,  "for  my- 
self I  do  not  desire  to  survive  the  king,  my 
father  ;  and  if  I  should  die  before  him,  it 
woidd  be  no  great  matter  of  wonder,  since 
so  many  children  have  died  before  their  pa- 
rents. But  it  is  always  glorious  to  a  race  of 
kings,  that  it  shoidd  end  with  a  prince  wor- 
thy to  be  so,  as  I  should  endeavour  to  make 
myself  like  my  predecessors,  and  like  the 
first  of  our  race." 


From  that  time  Fatima  had  frequent  con- 
ferences with  her  son  the  prince  on  the  same 
subject ;  and  she  omitted  no  o^iportunity  or 
argument  to  endeavour  to  root  out  his  aver- 
sion to  the  fair  sex ;  but  he  eluded  all  her 
reasonings  by  such  arguments  as  she  could 
not  well  answer,  and  continued  in  the  same 
mind. 

The  year  expired,  and,  to  the  great  regret 
of  the  sultan,  prince  Camaralzaman  gave 
not  the  least  proof  of  having  changed  his 
sentiments.  One  day,  therefore,  when  there 
was  a  great  council  held,  the  prime  vizier, 
the  other  ^^ziers,  the  principal  ofiicers  of  the 
crown,  and  the  generals  of  the  army  being 
present,  the  sultan  began  to  speak  thus  to 
the  prince.  "  My  son,  it  is  now  a  long  while 
since  I  have  expressed  to  you  my  earnest 
desire  to  see  you  married ;  and  I  imagined 
you  would  have  had  more  complaisance  for 
a  father,  who  required  nothing  unreasonable 
of  you,  than  to  oppose  him  so  long.  But 
after  so  long  resistance  on  your  part,  which 
has  almost  worn  out  my  patience,  I  have 
thoiTght  fit  to  propose  the  same  thing  once 
more  to  you  in  the  presence  of  my  council. 
I  would  have  you  consider  that  you  ought 
not  to  have  refused  this,  not  merely  to 
oblige  a  parent ;  the  well-being  of  my  do- 
minions requires  it ;  and  the  assembly  here 
present  join  with  me  to  require  it  of  you. 
Declare  yourself,  then;  that,  according  to 
your  answer,  I-  may  take  the  jiroper  mea- 
sures." 

The  prince  answered  with  so  little  reserve, 
or  rather  with  so  much  warmth,  that  the 
sultan,  enraged  to  see  himself  thwarted  by 
him  in  full  council,  cried  out,  "  How,  un- 
natural son  !  have  you  the  insolence  to  talk 
thus  to  your  father  and  sultan  ?"  He  oi-dered 
the  guards  to  take  him  away,  and  carry  him 
to  an  old  tower  that  had  been  unoccupied 
for  a  long  while,  where  he  was  shut  up,  with 
only  a  bed,  a  little  furnitm-e,  some  books, 
and  one  slave  to  attend  him. 

Camaralzaman,  thus  deprived  of  liberty, 
was  nevertheless  pleased  he  had  the  freedom 
to  converse  with  his  books,  and  that  made 
him  look  on  his  confinement  with  indiffer- 
ence. In  the  evening  he  bathed  and  said 
his  prayers;  and  after  ha\'ing  read  some 
chapters  in  the  Koran,  with  the  same  tran- 
quillity of  mind  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  sul- 
tan's palace,  h'e  undressed  himself  and  went 
to  bed,  leaving  his  lamp  burning  by  him  aU 
the  while  he  slept. 

In  this  tower  was  a  weU,  which  served  in 
the  daytime  for  a  retreat  to  a  certain  fairy, 
naimed  Maimoime,  daughter  of  Damriat, 
king  or  head  of  a  legion  of  genics.  It  was 
about  midnight  when  Maimoune  sprang 
lightly  to  the  mouth  of  the  well,  to  wander 
about  the  world  after  her  wonted  custom, 
where  her  curiosity  led  her.  She  was  sur- 
prised to  see  a  light  in  prince  Camaralza- 
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man's  chamber.  She  entered,  and  withoiit 
Btojipin;:!;  at  the  slave  who  lay  at  the  door, 
approached  the  bed,  whose  magnificence  at- 
tracted her  ;  hut  she  was  still  more  surprised 
at  seeing  anybody  in  it. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  had  but  half -covered 
his  face  with  the  bed-clothes,  which  Mai- 
moune  lifted  up,  and  perceived  the  finest 
young  man  she  had  seen  in  all  her  rambles 
through  the  world.  "  What  beauty,  or  ra- 
ther what  prodigy  of  beauty,"  said  she  with- 
in herself,  ' '  must  this  youth  appear,  when 
the  eyes,  concealed  by  so  well-formed  eye- 


lids, shall  be  open  !  What  crime  can  he 
have  committed,  that  a  man  of  his  high 
rank  can  deserve  to  be  treated  thus  rigour- 
ously  ?"  for  she  had  already  heard  his  story, 
and  conld  hardly  believe  it. 

She  could  not  forbear  admiring  the  prince, 
till,  at  length,  having  kissed  him  gently  on 
both  cheeks,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  fore- 
head, without  waking  him,  she  laid  the  bed- 
clothes in  the  order  they  were  in  before,  and 
took  her  flight  into  the  air.  As  she  mounted 
high  to  the  midiUe  region,  she  heard  a  great 
Happing  of  wings,  which  made  her  fly  that 


way ;  and  when  :3he  approached,  she  knew 
it  was  a  genie  who  made  the  noise,  but  it 
was  one  of  those  that  are  rebellious  against 
God.  As  for  Maimoune,  she  belonged  to 
that  class  whom  the  great  Solomon  compelled 
to  acknowledge  him. 

This  genie,  whose  name  was  Danhasch, 
and  son  of  Schamhourasch,  knew  Maimoune, 
and  was  seized  with  fear,  being  sensible  how 
much  power  she  had  over  him  by  her  suit- 
mission  to  the  Almighty.  He  would  fain 
have  avoided  her,  but  she  was  so  near  him, 
he  must  either  fight  or  yield.  He  therefore 
broke  silence  first. 

"Brave  Maimoune,"  said  he,  in  the  tone 
of  a  suppliant,  "  swear  to  me  in  the  name  of  | 
the  great  God  that  you  will  not  hurt  me,    j 
and  I  swear  also  on  my  part  not  to  do  you  : 
any  harm."  I 

"Cursed  genie,"  replied  Maimoune,  "what 
hurt  canst  thou  do  me  ?  I  fear  thee  not ; 
but  I  will  grant  thee  this  favour — I  will 
swear  not  to  do  thee  any  harm.  Tell  me 
then,  wandering  spirit,  whence  thou  comest, 
what  thou  hast  seen,  and  what  than  hast 


done  this  night."  "Fair  lady,"  answered 
Danhasch,  "  you  meet  me  in  a  good  time  to 
hear  something  very  wonderful." 

The  sultaness  Scheherazade  could  go  on 
no  further  with  her  story,  because  day-light 
began  to  appear;  but  the  night  following 
she  proceeded  thus  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Pourteentli  Night. 

THE  lIISTonV  OF  THE  PRINCESS  OF  CHINA. 

Sir,  said  she  to  the  sultan,  Danhasch,  the 
genie  rebellious  against  God,  proceeded,  and 
said  to  Maimoune,  "  Since  you  desire  it,  I 
will  tell  you.  I  come  from  the  utmost  limits 
of  China,  which  look  on  the  last  islands  of 
this  hemisjdiere ;  but,  charming  Maimoune," 
said  Danhasch,  who  trembled  with  fear  at 
the  sight  of  this  fairj',  so  that  he  could  hard- 
ly speak,  "promise  me  at  least  you  will  for- 
give me,  and  let  me  go  on  after  I  have  satis- 
fied your  demands." 

"Go   on,   go  on,   cui'sed    spirit,"   replied 
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Mainioiuie  ;  "go  on,  and  fear  nothing. 
Dost  thou  think  I  am  as  perfiilious  an  elf  as 
thyself,  and  capal)le  of  l)rcaking  the  solemn 
oath  I  have  made?  Be  sure  you  tell  no- 
thing but  what  is  true,  or  I  shall  clip  thy 
wings,  and  treat  thee  as  thou  deservest." 

Danhasch,  a  little  heartened  at  the  words 
of  Maimoune,  said,  ' '  jMy  dear  lady,  I  will 
tell  yoa  nothing  but  what  is  strictly  true,  if 
you  will  but  have  the  goodness  to  hear  me. 
The  country  of  China,  from  whence  I  come, 
is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  powerful 
kingdoms  of  the  earth,  on  which  depend  the 
utmost  islands  of  this  hemisi^here,  as  I  have 
already  told  you.  The  king  of  this  country 
is  at  present  Gaiour,  who  has  an  only  daugh- 
toi",  the  finest  woman  that  ever  was  seen  in 
the  world,  since  it  was  a  world.  Neither 
you  nor  I,  nor  yom*  class  nor  mine,  nor 
all  om*  respective  genies,  have  expressions 
strong  enough,  nor  eloquence  sufficient,  to 
draw  any  resemblance  of  this  brilliant  lady. 
Her  hair  is  bi-own,  and  of  so  great  length, 
that  it  reaches  far  below  her  feet,  and  so 
thick,  that  it  may  be  litly  compared  to  one 
of  those  tine  clusters  of  grapes,  whose  fruit 
is  so  very  large,  when  she  has  fastened  it  in 
buckles  on  her  head.  Her  forehead  is  as 
smooth  as  the  best  polished  mirror,  and 
admirably  formed ;  her  eyes,  level  with  her 
head,  are  black,  sparkling,  and  full  of  fii-e ; 
her  nose  is  neither  too  long  nor  too  short, 
and  her  mouth  small,  and  of  a  vermilliou 
colour ;  her  teeth  are  like  two  rows  of  jiearls, 
and  surpass  the  finest  in  whiteness.  When 
she  moves  her  tongue  to  speak,  she  uttei-s 
a  sweet  and  most  agreeable  voice,  and  ex- 
presses herself  in  such  terms,  as  sufficiently 
indicate  the  vivacity  of  her  wit.  The  whitest 
alabaster  is  not  fairer  than  her  neck.  In  a 
word,  by  this  imperfect  sketch,  you  may 
guess  there  is  no  beauty  likely  to  exceed  her 
in  the  world." 

Any  one  that  did  not  know  the  king, 
father  of  this  incomparable  jjrincess,  would 
be  apt  to  imagine,  from  the  great  respect  and 
kindness  he  shews  her,  that  he  was  en- 
amoured with  her.  Never  did  a  lover  more 
for  the  most  beloved  mistress  than  he  has 
been  seen  to  do  for  her.  The  most  violent 
jealousy  never  suggested  such  measures  as 
his  care  to  keep  her  from  every  one  but  the 
man  who  is  to  marry  her  has  put  him  upon 
inventing  and  executing;  and  that  the  re- 
treat which  he  has  resolved  to  place  her  in 
may  not  seem  irksome  to  her,  he  has  built 
for  her  seven  palaces,  the  most  extraordinary 
and  maguiticent  that  ever  were  known. 

The  lirst  palace  is  of  rock  crystal ;  the 
second  of  brass  ;  the  third  of  fine  steel ;  the 
fourth  of  another  sort  of  brass  more  valu- 
able than  the  foregoing,  and  than  steel ;  the 
fifth  of  touchstone  ;  the  sixth  of  silver ;  and 
the  seventh  of  massy  gold.  He  has  furnish- 
ed these  palaces  most  sumptuously,  each  in 


a  manner  proportionable  to  the  materials 
that  they  are  built  of.  He  has  lilled  the 
gardens  with  jiarterres  of  grass  and  flowers, 
intermixed  with  fiieces  of  water,  water- 
works, jets-d'eau,  canals,  cascades,  and 
several  great  groves  of  trees,  where  the  eye 
is  lost  in  prospect,  and  where  the  sun  never 
enters,  and  all  differently  arranged.  King 
Gaiour,  in  a  word,  has  shewn  that  his  pater- 
nal love  has  led  him  to  spare  no  expense. 

Upon  the  fame  of  this  incomparable  prin- 
cess's beauty,  the  most  powerful  neighbour- 
ing kings  sent  ambassadors  to  request  her  in 
marriage.  The  king  of  China  received  them 
all  in  the  same  obliging  manner  ;  but  as  he 
resolved  not  to  marry  his  daughter  without 
her  consent,  and  she  did  not  like  any  of  the 
parties,  the  ambassadors  were  forced  to  re- 
turn as  they  came,  as  to  the  subject  of  their 
embassy  ;  they  were  perfectly  satislied  with 
the  great  honours  and  civilities  they  had 
received. 

"Sir,"  Knid  the  princess  to  the  king  her 
father,  "you  havo  an  inclination  to  see  me 
married,  and  tliint  to  oblige  me  by  it ;  but 
where  shall  I  lind  such  stately  palaces  and 
delicious  gardens  as  I  have  with  your  ma- 
jesty ?  Q'hrough  your  good  pleasure,  I  am 
under  no  constraint,  and  have  the  same 
honours  shewn  to  me  as  are  paid  to  yourself. 
These  are  advantages  I  camiot  expect  to 
find  anywhere  else,  to  whatsoever  hasband 
I  should  give  my  hand :  men  love  ever  to 
be  masters,  and  I  do  not  care  to  be  com- 
manded. 

After  divers  more  embassies  on  the  same 
occasion,  there  came  one  from  the  most  rich 
and  potent  king  of  all  that  had  hitherto  sent. 
This  prince  the  king  of  China  recommended 
to  his  daughter  as  a  husband,  urging  many 
powerful  arguments  to  shew  how  much  it 
would  be  to  her  advantage  to  accept  him  -, 
but  she  entreated  her  father  to  dispense  with 
her  accepting  him  for  the  same  reasons  as 
before.  He  pressed  her  ;  but,  instead  of 
comi)lying,  she  lost  all  the  respect  due  to 
the  king  her  father:  "  tSii-,"  said  she,  in 
anger,  "talk  to  mc  no  more  of  this  or  any 
other  match,  unless  you  Avould  have  me 
plunge  this  poinard  in  my  bosom,  to  deliver 
myself  from  your  importunities." 

The  king,  greatly  enraged,  said,  "Daugh- 
ter, you  are  mad,  and  I  nuist  treat  you  as 
such."  In  a  word,  he  had  her  shut  up  in  a 
single  apartment  of  one  of  his  palaces,  and 
allowed  her  only  ten  old  women  to  wait 
upon  her,  and  keep  her  comiiany,  the  chief 
whereof  had  been  her  nurse.  And  that  the 
kings,  his  neighbours,  who  had  sent  embas- 
sies to  him  on  this  accomit,  might  not  think 
any  more  of  her,  he  desi)atched  envoys  to 
them  severally,  to  let  them  know  how  averse 
his  daughter  was  to  marriage ;  and  as  he 
did  not  doubt  but  she  was  really  mad,  he 
charged   them   to    make    known    in    every 
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court,  that  if  tlici-c  were  any  pliysician  that 
would  undertake  to  come  and  cure  her,  he 
shoidd,  if  he  succeeded,  have  her  for  his 
pains. 

"Fair  Maimoune,"  continued  Danhasch, 
"all  that  I  have  told  you  is  true  ;  and  T 
have  not  failed  to  go  every  day  regularly  to 
contemplate  this  incomparable  beauty,  to 
•whom  I  would  be  very  sorry  to  do  the  least 
harm,  notwithstanding  my  natural  inclina- 
tion to  mischief.  Come  and  see  her,  I  con- 
jure you;  it  would  bo  weU  worth  youv 
while,  when  you  find  by  yoiu'  own  view  I 
am  no  liar.  I  am  ready  to  wait  on  you  as  a 
guide,  and  you  have  only  to  command  me. 
I  doubt  not  but  you  would  think  yoiirself 
obliged  to  me  for  the  sight  of  a  princess 
vmeciu  ailed  for  beauty. 

Instead  of  answering  Danhasch,  Mai- 
moune biirst  out  into  ^^iolent  laughter,  which 
lasted  for  some  time;  and  Danhasch,  not 
knowing  what  might  be  the  occasion  of 
it,  Mas  astonished  beyond  measiu-e.  When 
she  had  laughed  her  till,  she  ci-ied,  "Good, 
good,  veiy  good ! — you  would  have  me  then 
believe  all  you  have  told  me  !  I  thought  you 
designed  to  teU  me  something  surprising  and 
extraordinary,  and  you  have  been  talking 
all  this  whUe  of  a  mad  woman.  Fie,  he  ! 
what  woidd  you  say,  cursed  genie,  if  you 
had  seen  the  beautiful  jjrince  that  I  am  just 
come  from  seeing,  and  whom  I  love  as  he 
deserves  ?  I  am  confident  you  would  soon 
give  lip  the  contest,  and  not  pretend  to  com- 
pare your  choice  with  mine." 

"Agreeable  Maimoune,"  replied  Dan- 
hasch, "may  I  presume  to  ask  you  who  is 
this  jiriuce  you  speak  of?"  "Know,'' 
answered  Maimoune,  "  the  same  thing  has 
haj'ijened  to  him  as  to  your  princess.  The 
king  his  father  woidd  have  mamed  him 
against  his  will ;  but  after  much  importu- 
nity, he  franklj^  told  him  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  a  wife.  For  this  reason 
he  is  at  this  moment  imiirisoned  in  an  old 
tower,  where  I  make  my  residence,  and 
whence  I  came  but  just  now  from  admiring 
him." 

"I  will  not  absolutely  contradict  you," 
replied  Danhasch;  "but,  my  pretty  lad}', 
you  must  give  me  leave  to  be  of  ojnnion, 
till  I  have  seen  your  prince,  that  no  mortal 
ni)on  earth  can  come  up  to  the  beauty  of 
my  jirincess."  "Hold  thy  tongiie,  cursed 
sprite,"  replied  Maimoune.  "  1  tell  the  once 
more  that  can  never  be."  "  I  will  not  con- 
tend with  you,"  said  Danhasch;  "but  the 
way  to  be  convinced  whether  what  I  say  is 
true  or  false,  is  to  acce^jt  of  the  proposal  T 
made  you  to  go  and  see  my  princess,  and 
after  that  I  will  go  with  you  to  your  prince. 

"  There  is  no  need  I  shoidd  take  so  much 
pains,"  replied  Maimoune  ;  "there  is  another 
way  to  satisfy  us  both,  and  that  is,  for  you 
to  bring  your  prin':ess  and  place  her  at  my 


prince's  bed-side  ;  by  this  means  it  will  be 
easy  for  us  to  compare  them  together,  and 
determine  the  dispute. 

Danhasch  consented  to  what  IMaimoune 
had  proposed,  and  determined  to  set  out 
immediately  for  China  upon  that  errand. 
But  Maimoune  drew  him  aside,  and  told 
him  she  must  first  shew  him  the  tower  w^hi- 
ther  he  was  to  bring  the  princess.  They 
lievv  together  to  the  tower;  and  when  Mai- 
moune had  shewn  it  to  Danhasch,  she  cried, 
"  Go  fetch  your  princess,  and  do  it  rpiickly, 
for  you  shall  lind  me  here  :  but  hear  me  ;  I 
mean  you  should  at  least  pay  the  wager,  if 
my  prince  is  more  beautiful  than  your  prin- 
cess, and  I  wni  pay  it  if  your  piinccss  is 
more  beautiful  than  my  prince." 

The  day  beginning  to  appear,  Schehera- 
zade was  forced  to  leave  off;  but  she  re- 
sumed her  discourse  the  night  following,  and 
said  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Night. 

Sir.,  Danliasch  left  Maimoune,  and  flew  to- 
wards China,  whence  he  soon  returned  with 
incredible  speed,  bringing  the  fair  princess 
along  with  him  asleep.  Maimoune  received 
him,  and  introdiiced  him  into  the  chamber 
of  prince  Camaralzaman,  where  they  placed 
the  princess  by  the  jjrince's  side. 

When  the  prince  and  princess  were  thus 
laid  together,  there  arose  a  great  contest 
between  the  genie  and  the  fairy  about  the 
preference  of  their  beauty.  They  were  some 
time  admiring  and  comparing  them  without 
speaking.  At  length  Danhasch  broke  silence, 
and  said  to  Maimoune,  "You  see,  and  I 
have  already  told  you,  my  princess  was  hand- 
somer than  your  prince ;  now,  I  hope,  you 
ai-e  convinced  of  it. " 

"How!  convinced  of  it!"  replied  Mai- 
moune ;  "  I  am  not  convinced  of  it,  and  you 
must  be  blind  if  you  caimot  see  that  my 
prince  has  the  better  in  the  comparison. 
The  princess  is  fair,  I  do  not  deny  ;  but  if 
you  compare  them  together  without  preju- 
dice, you  will  quickly  see  the  difference." 

"  Though  I  should  compare  them  never  so 
often,"  said  Danhasch,  "I  could  never  change 
my  opinion.  I  saw  at  first  sight  what  I  see 
now,  and  time  will  not  make  me  see  differ- 
ently ;  however,  this  shall  not  hinder  my 
yielding  to  you,  charming  Maimoune,  if  you 
desire  it.  I  would  have  you  yield  to  me  as  a 
favour  !  "  "I  scorn  it,"  said  Maimoune  :  " T 
woidd  not  receive  a  favour  at  the  hand  of 
such  a  wicked  genie.  I  refer  the  matter  to 
an  umpire,  and  if  you  will  not  consent,  I 
shall  win  by  your  refusal." 

Danhasch,  who  was  ready  to  have  shewn 
a  different  kind  of  complaisance  for  Mai- 
moune, no  sooner  gave  his  consent,  but 
Maimoune  stamping  with  laer  foot,  the  earth 
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ojKiird,  and  out  caino  a  irnleous,  hump- 
baclced,  sqiiinting,  and  lame  genie,  with  six 
horns  on  his  head,  and  claws  on  his  hands 
and  feet.  As  soon  as  he  was  come  out,  and 
the  earth  had  closed  np,  he,  perceiving  Mai- 
nioune,  cast  himself  at  her  feet ;  and  then, 
rising  np  on  one  knee,  asked  her  what  she 
would  please  to  have  with  him. 

"Eise,  Caschcasch,"  said  Maimoune  ;  "I 
brought  you  hither  to  determine  a  difference 
between  me  and  this  cursed  Danhasch. 
Look  on  that  bed,  and  tell  me,  without  par- 
tiality, which  is  the  handsomest  of  those  two 
that  lie  there  asleep,  the  young  man  or  the 
young  lady." 

Caschcasch  looked  on  the  prince  and 
princess  with  great  attention,  admiration, 
and  surprise;  and  after  he  had  considered 
them  a  good  while,  without  being  able  to 
determine  which  was  the  handsomer,  he 
turned  to  Maimoune,  and  said,  "Madam,  I 
must  confess  I  should  deceive  you,  and  be- 
tray myself,  if  T  pretended  to  say  one  was  a 
whit  handsomer  than  the  other  :  the  more  I 
examine  them,  the  more  it  seems  to  me 
each  possesses,  in  a  sovereign  degree,  the 
beauty  which  is  betwixt  them ;  and  one  has 
not  the  least  defect  by  which  to  say  it  yields 
to  the  other.  But  if  there  be  any  difference, 
the  best  way  to  determine  it  is,  to  awaken 
them  one  after  the  other,  and  to  agree  that 
that  person  who  shall  express  most  love  for 
the  other  by  ardour,  eagerness,  and  jJassion, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  less  beauty  in  some 
respect." 

This  proposal  of  Caschcasch's  pleased 
equally  both  Maimoune  and  Danhasch. 
Maimoune  then  changed  herself  into  a  flea, 
and,  leaping  on  the  prince's  neck,  stung 
him  so  smartly  that  he  awoke,  and  jiut  up 
his  hand  to  the  place;  but  Maimoune 
skipped  away,  and  resumed  her  pristine 
form,  which,  like  those  of  the  two  genies, 
wss  invisible,  the  better  to  observe  what  he 
would  do. 

In  drawing  back  his  hand,  tlie  prince 
chanced  to  let  it  fall  on  that  of  the  princess 
of  China.  He  opened  his  eyes,  and  -was  ex- 
ceedingly surprised  to  find  a  lady  lying  by  him, 
a  lady  of  the  greatest  beauty.  He  raised 
his  head  and  leaned  on  his  elbow,  the  better 
to  consider  her.  Her  blooming  youth  and  in- 
comjiarable  beauty  fired  him  in  a  moment 
with  a  flame  of  which  he  had  never  yet  been 
sensible,  and  from  which  he  had  hitherto 
guarded  himself  with  the  greatest  attention. 

Love  seized  on  his  heart  in  the  most  lively 
manner,  insomuch  that  he  could  not  help 
crying  out,  "What  beauty  !  what  charms  ! 
my  heart !  my  soul !  "  In  saying  which,  he 
kissed  her  forehead,  both  her  cheeks,  and 
her  mouth,  with  so  little  caution,  that  she 
had  cci-tainly  been  awaked  by  it,  liad  not 
she  slept  sounder  than  ordinaiy,  through  the 
euchautment  of  Danhasch. 


"How  !  my  pretty  lady,"  said  the  inince, 
' '  do  you  not  awake  at  these  testimonies  of  love 
given  you  by  prince  Camaralzaman  ?  Who- 
soever you  are,  he  is  not  unworthy  of  your 
affection."  He  was  going  to  awake  her  at 
that  instant,  Init  suddenly  refrained  himseK. 
"Is  not  this  she,"  said  he,  "that  thesultanmy 
father  would  have  had  me  marry  ?  He  was 
in  the  wrong  not  to  let  me  see  her  sooner ; 
I  should  not  have  offended  him  by  my  dis- 
obedience and  passionate  language  to  him 
in  public,  and  he  would  have  spared  him- 
self the  confusion  which  I  have  occasioned 
him." 

The  prince  began  to  repent  sincerely  of 
the  fault  he  had  committed,  and  was  once 
more  upon  the  point  of  awaking  the  princess 
of  China.  "It  may  be,"  said  he,  recollecting 
himself,  "the  sultan  mj'  father  has  a  mind  to 
surprise  me,  and  has  sent  this  young  lady  to 
try  if  I  had  really  that  aversion  to  marriage 
which  I  pretended.  Who  knows  but  he  has 
brought  her  himself,  and  is  hid  behind  the 
hangings,  to  discover  himself,  and  make  me 
ashamed  of  my  dissimulation  ?  This  second 
fault  would  be  greater  than  the  first.  At 
all  events,  I  will  content  myself  with  this 
ring,  as  a  remembrance  of  her." 

He  then  gently  drew  off  a  fine  ring  which 
the  princess  had  on  her  finger,  and  imme- 
diately put  on  one  of  his  own  in  the  place. 
After  this  he  turned  his  back,  and  was  not 
long  before  he  fell  into  a  more  profound 
sleep  than  before,  through  the  enchantment 
of  the  genies. 

As  soon  as  prince  Camaralzaman  was  in  a 
sound  sleep,  Danhasch  transformed  himself 
into  a  flee  in  his  turn,  and  went  and  bit  the 
princess  so  rudely  on  the  \\^,  that  she  forth- 
with awoke,  started  up,  and  opening  her 
eyes,  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  a  man 
lying  by  her  side.  From  surprise  she  pro- 
ceeded to  admiration,  and  from  admiration 
to  a  transport  of  joy,  at  seeing  so  beautiful 
and  lovely  a  young  man. 

"What !  "cried  she,  "is  it  you  the  king  my 
father  has  designed  me  for  a  husband  ?  I 
am  indeed  most  unfortunate  for  not  knowing 
it  Ijefore,  for  then  I  should  not  have  made 
him  so  angry  with  me,  nor  been  so  long 
tleprived  of  a  husband,  whom  I  cannot  for- 
bear loving  with  all  my  heart.  Wake  then, 
wake!"  proceeded  she,  "for  it  does  not  be- 
come a  husband  to  sleep  so  soundly  the  first 
night  of  his  nuptitils.'" 

80  saying,  she  took  prince  Camaralzaman 
by  the  arm,  and  shook  him  so  violently, 
that  he  would  have  awaked,  had  not  Mai- 
moune inci'eased  his  sleej),  and  augmented 
his  enchantment.  .She  shook  him  several 
times,  and  finding  that  he  did  not  awake, 
she  cried,  "What  is  come  to  thee?  what 
jealous  rival,  envying  thy  happiness  and 
mine,  has  had  recourse  to  magic  to  throw 
thee  into   this  unsunuountable  drowsiness 
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when  tliou  slioiilclst  be  most  awake  ?  "  Then 
she  seized  his  liand,  and  kissing  it  eagerly, 
Ijerceived  he  had  a  ring  ujjon  his  tinger 
which  greatly  resembled  hers,  and  which 
she  was  convinced  was  her  own,  by  seeing 
she  had  another  on  her  linger  instead  of  it. 
She  could  not  comprehend  how  this  ex- 
change could  be  made ;  yet  she  did  not  doubt 
but  it  was  a  certain  token  of  their  marriage. 
Tu-ed  with  her  fruitless  endeavours  to  awake 
the  ])rince,  and  assured,  as  she  thought,  he 
could  not  escai)e  her;  "Since, "said  she,  "I 
find  it  IS  not  in  my  power  to  awake  thee,  I 
will  no  longer  try  to  disturb  thy  repose,  biit 
wait  our  next  meeting."  After  having  given 
him  a  hearty  kiss  on  the  cheek,  she  laj' 
down  again  and  soon  fell  asleej). 

When  Maimoune  saw  that  she  could  now 
speak  without  fear  of  awaking  the  princess, 
she  cried  to  Danhasch,  "Ah,  cursed  genie, 
dost  thou  not  now  see  what  thy  contest  is 
come  to  ?  Art  thou  not  now  convinced  how 
much  thy  princess  is  inferior  to  my  prince 
in  charms  ?  But  I  pardon  thee  thy  wager. 
Another  time  believe  me  when  I  assert  any- 
thing." Then  taming  to  Caschcasch, '  'As  for 
you,"  said  she,  "I  thank  yon  for  yourtroiible  : 
take  the  princess,  in  conjunction  with  Dan- 
hasch, and  convey  her  back  again  to  her  bed, 
from  whence  he  has  taken  her."  Danhasch 
and  Caschcasch  did  as  they  were  command- 
ed, and  Maimoune  retired  to  her  well. 

The  day  beginning  to  appear,  imposed 
silence  on  the  sultaness  Scheherazade.  The 
sultan  got  up,  and  next  night  she  continued 
her  story  as  follows  :— 


The  Two  Hunclred  and  Sixteenth  Night. 

Sir,  said  the  sultaness,  prince  Camaralza- 
man  waking  next  morning,  looked  to  see  if 
the  lady  whom  he  had  seen  the  night  before 
were  by  him.  When  he  found  she  was  gone, 
he  cried  out,  "I  thought  indeed  this  was  a 
trick  the  king  my  father  designed  to  play 
me.  I  am  glad  1  was  aware  of  it."  Then 
he  waked  the  slave,  who  was  still  asleej), 
and  bid  him  come  and  dress  him,  without 
saying  anything  to  him.  The  slave  brought 
a  basin  and  water,  and  after  he  had  washed 
and  said  his  prayers,  he  took  a  book  and 
read  some  time. 

After  those  usual  exercises,  he  called  the 
slave,  and  said  to  him,  "  Come  hither,  and 
look  you  do  not  tell  me  a  lie.  How  came 
the  lady  hither  who  lay  with  me  to-night, 
and  who  brought  herV" 

"  ;My  lord,"  answered  the  slave  with  great 
astonishment,  "I  know  not  Avhat  lady  your 
highness  speaks  of."  "1  speak,"  said  the 
prince,  "of  her  that  came,  or  rather  that 
was  l)rought  hither,  and  lay  with  me  to- 
night." "My  lord,"  replied  the  slave,  "j 
swear  I  know  of  no  such  lady ;  and  how 


should  she  come  in  -without  my  knowledge, 
since  I  lay  at  the  door?  " 

"You  are  a  lying  rascal,"  replied  the 
prince,  ' '  and  in  the  plot  to  vex  and  provoke 
me  the  more."  So  saying,  he  gave  him  a 
box  on  the  ear,  which  knocked  him  down  ; 
and  after  having  stamped  upon  him  for  some 
time,  at  length  tying  the  well-rope  under 
his  arms,  he  jilunged  him  several  times  into 
the  water.  "  I  will  drown  thee,"  cried  he, 
"if  thou  dost  not  tell  me  speedily  who  this 
lady  M'as,  and  who  brought  her." 

The  slave,  perplexed  and  half  dead,  said 
within  himself,  the  prince  miist  have  lost 
his  senses  through  grief,  and  I  shall  not 
escaj^e  if  I  do  not  tell  him  a  lie.  "My  lord," 
then,  cried  he,  in  a  suppliant  tone,  "1  be- 
seech your  highness  to  spare  my  life,  and  I 
will  tell  yoxi  the  truth." 

The  prince  drew  the  slave  up,  and  pressed 
him  to  tell  liim.  As  soon  as  he  was  out  of 
the  well,  "My  lord,"  said  he,  trembling, 
"yoiir  highness  must  perceive  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  satisfy  you  in  my  present  condi- 
tion ;  I  beg  you  to  give  me  leave  to  go  and 
change  my  clothes  hrst."  "I  permit  you, 
but  do  it  quickly,"  said  the  prince  ;  "and 
be  sure  yon  conceal  nothing." 

The  slave  went  out,  and,  having  locked 
the  door  iipon  the  prince,  ran  to  the  ])alace 
just  as  he  was.  The  king  was  at  that  time 
in  discourse  with  his  prime  vizier,  to  whom 
he  had  just  related  the  grief  in  which  he  had 
passed  the  night  on  account  of  his  son's 
disobedience  and  opposition  to  his  will. 

The  minister  endeavoured  to  comfort  his 
master,  by  telling  him,  the  prince  himself 
had  given  him  02)portunity  to  reduce  him. 
"Sir,"  said  he,  "your  majesty  need  not  re- 
l)ent  of  having  treated  your  son  after  this 
sort.  Have  but  patience  to  let  him  continue 
awhile  in  jjrison,  and  assure  yourself  his  heat 
of  youth  will  abate,  and  he  will  submit  to 
all  you  require." 

The  grand  vizier  had  just  made  an  end  of 
speaking  when  the  slave  came  in,  and  cast 
himself  at  king  Schahzaman's  feet.  "  My 
lord,"  said  he,  "  I  am  very  sorry  to  be  the 
messenger  of  ill  news  to  your  majesty,  which 
I  know  must  create  you  fresh  affliction. 
The  prince  is  distracted,  my  lord  ;  what  he 
talks  of  a  lady  having  lain  with  him  all 
night,  and  his  treatment  to  me,  as  you  may 
see,  too  plainly  proves  it."  Then  he  i)ro- 
ceeded  to  tell  all  the  particulars  of  what 
])rince  Camarakaman  had  said  to  him,  and 
the  violence  with  which  he  had  been  treated, 
in  terms  that  made  his  story  credible. 

The  king,  who  did  not  expect  to  hear 
anything  of  this  afilictive  kind,  said  to  the 
prime  minister,  "This  is  a  very  melancholy 
turn,  very  different  from  the  hopes  you  gave 
me  just  now  :  go  immediately,  Avithout  loss 
of  time,  see  what  is  the  matter,  and  come 
and  give  me  an  account." 
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'i'he  giaiul  vizier  oln'yiHl  instantly  ;  and 
coniin.u;  into  the  i)rince's  clianiljer,  he  found 
him  sitting  on  his  bed  in  good  temper, 
and  with  a  book  in  his  hand,  which  he  was 
reading. 

After  mutual  salutations,  the  vizier  sat 
down  by  him,  and  said,  "My  lord,  1  wish 
that  a  slave  of  yours  was  punished  for 
coming  to  frighten  the  king  your  father  by 
news  that  he  has  brought  him." 

"  What  news  is  that,"  replied  the  prince, 
"  that  coidd  give  my  father  so  great  alarm  ? 
I  have  much  greater  cause  to  complain  of 
that  slave." 

"Prince,"  answei-ed  the  vizier,  "God 
forbid  that  the  news  which  he  has  told  your 
father  concerning  you  should  bo  true ;  in- 
deed, I.  myself  find  it  to  be  false,  by  the 
good  temper  I  observe  you  in,  and  which  I 
pray  God  to  continue."  "It  may  be,"  re- 
plied the  prince,  "  he  did  not  make  himself 
well  understood  ;  but  since  you  are  come, 
who  ought  to  know  something  of  the  matter, 
give  me  leave  to  ask  you,  who  was  that  lady 
that  lay  with  me  last  night?" 

The  grand  vizier  was  thunderstruck  at 
this  question :  however,  he  recovered  him- 
self and  said,  "  My  lord,  be  not  surprised  at 
my  astonishment  at  your  question.  Is  it 
possible,  that  a  lady,  or  any  other  person  in 
the  world,  should  penetrate  by  night  into 
this  place,  without  entering  at  the  door, 
and  walking  over  the  body  of  your  slave  ? 
I  beseech  you  recollect  yourself,  and  you 


will  find  it  is  only  a  dream  which  has  made 
this  impression  on  you." 

"  I  give  no  ear  to  what  you  say,"  said  the 
prince,  raising  his  voice  ;  "I  must  know  of 
you  absolutely  what  is  become  of  the  lady  ; 
and  if  you  scruple  to  obey  me,  I  am  in  a 
jilace  where  I  shall  soon  be  able  to  force  you 
to  obey  me." 

At  these  stern  words  the  grand  vizier 
began  to  be  under  greater  confusion  than 
before,  and  was  thinking  how  to  extricate 
himself.  He  endeavoured  to  pacify  the 
prince  by  good  words,  and  begged  of  him, 
in  the  niost  humble  and  guarded  manner,  to 
tell  him  if  he  had  seen  this  lady. 

"Yes,  yes,"  answered  the  prince,  "I  have 
seen  her,  and  am  very  well  satisfied  you  sent 
her  to  tempt  me.  8he  played  the  part  you 
had  given  her  admiraldy  well,  for  I  could 
not  get  a  word  out  of  her.  She  pretended 
to  be  asleep,  but  I  was  no  sooner  got  into  a 
slumber,  than  she  arose  and  left  me.  You 
know  all  this  :  for  I  doubt  not  she  has  been 
to  make  her  report  to  you." 

"My  lord,"  replied  the  vizier,  "I  sv/ear 
to  you  nothing  of  this  has  been  acted,  which 
you  seem  to  reproach  me  with ;  neither 
your  father  nor  I  have  sent  this  lady  you 
speak  of  ;  permit  me  therefox-e  to  remind 
your  highness  once  more,  you  have  only 
seen  this  lady  in  a  dream." 

"  Do  yoii  come  to  aS"ront  and  contradict 
me,"  said  the  prince,  in  a  great  rage,  "and 
to  tell  me  to  my  face,  that  what  I  have  told 


you  is  a  dream  ? "  At  the  same  time  he 
took  liim  by  the  beard,  and  loaded  him  with 
blows,  as  long  as  he  could  stand. 

The  poor  grand  vizier  endm-ed  with  re- 
spectfid  patience  all  the  violence  of  his 
lord's  indignation,  and  could  not  help  sayinif 
within  himself,  "Now  am  I  in  as  bad  a 
condition  as  the  slave,  and  shall  think  my- 
self happy,  if  I  can,  hke  him,  escape  from 
further  danger."  In  the  midst  of  repeated 
blows  he  cried  out  for  a  moment's  audience, 
which  the  prince,  after  he  had  nearly  tired 
himself  with  beating  him,  consented  to  give 
him. 

"  I  own,  my  prince,"  said  the  grand 
vizier,  dissembling,  "there  is  something  in 


what  your  highness  suspects ;  but  you  cannot 
be  ignorant  of  the  necessity  a  minister  is 
under  to  obey  his  royal  master's  orders  :  yet, 
if  you  will  but  be  i)leased  to  set  nie  at  liberty, 
I  will  go  and  tell  him  anything  on  yoiir  part 
that  you  shall  thhik  fit  to  command  me." 
"Go  then,"  said  the  prince,  "and  tell  him 
from  me,  if  he  pleases,  I  will  marry  the  lady 
he  sent  me,  or  rather  that  was  brought  to 
me  last  night.  Do  this  quickly,  and  bring 
me  a  sj)cedy  answer."  The  grand  vizier 
made  a  profoimd  reverence,  and  went  away, 
not  thinking  himself  altogether  safe  till  he 
had  got  out  of  the  towei-,  and  shut  the  door 
upon  the  prince. 

He   came  and  presented  himself  before 
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king  Schabzaman,  with  a  coimtenance  that 
suiEcientlj'  shewed  he  had  been  ill  used,  and 
which  the  king  could  not  behold  without 
concern.  "Well,"  said  the  king,  "in  what 
condition  did  you  find  my  son?"  "Sir," 
answered  the  -sdzier,  "what  the  slave  reported 
to  your  majestj'  is  but  too  true."  He  then 
began  to  relate  his  interview  with  Camaral- 
zaman,  how  he  flew  into  a  passion  upon 
his  endeavouring  to  persuade  him  it  was 
impassible  the  lady  he  spoke  of  should  have 
got  in  to  him  ;  the  iU  treatment  he  had 
received  from  him  ;  how  he  had  used  him, 
and  by  what  means  he  made  his  escape. 

Schahzaman,  so  much  the  more  concerned 
as  he  loved  the  prince  with  excessive  tender- 
ness, resolved  to  find  out  the  truth  of  this 
matter,  and  therefore  proposed  himself  to 
go  and  see  his  son  in  the  tower,  accomija- 
nied  with  the  grand  Aizier. 

Here  the  sultancss  stopped,  perceiving 
the  day  began  to  ai>pear ;  yet  went  on  the 
night  following  with  the  same  story,  telling 
the  sultan  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Seven teenth  Night. 

SiE,  prince  Camaralzaman  received  the  king 
his  father,  in  the  tower  where  he  was  con- 
fined, with  great  respect.  The  king  sat 
down,  and  after  he  had  made  his  son  the 
prince  sit  do^mi  by  him,  jiut  several  ques- 
tions to  him,  which  he  answered  with  great 
good  sense.  The  king  evei-y  now  and  then 
looked  on  the  grand  vizier,  as  intimating  he 
did  not  find  his  son  had  lost  his  wits,  but 
rather  thought  he  had  lost  his. 

The  king  at  length  spoke  of  the  lady  to 
the  prince.  "My  son,"  said  he,  "  I  desire 
you  to  tell  me  what  lady  it  was  that  lay  -with 
you  the  other  night,  as  I  have  been  told." 

"Sir,"  answered  Camaralzaman,  "I  beg 
your  majesty  not  to  give  me  r.iore  vexation 
on  that  head,  )jut  rather  to  oblige  me  by 
letting  mc  have  her  in  marriage  :  whatever 
aversion  I  may  hitherto  have  discovered  for 
women,  this  J'oung  ladj'  has  charmed  me  to 
that  degree,  that  I  cannot  help  confessing 
my  weakness.  I  am  ready  to  i-eceive  her  at 
your  majesty's  hands,  with  the  deepest  gra- 
titude." 

King  Schahzaman  was  surprised  at  this  an- 
swer of  the  i)rince,  so  remote,  as  he  thought, 
from  the  good  sense  he  had  shewTi  before. 
"  My  son,"  said  he  to  him,  "you  fill  me  with 
the  greatest  astonishment  imaginable  by 
what  you  now  say  to  me ;  I  swear  to  you 
by  my  cro-mi,  that  is  to  devolve  ujion  you 
after  me,  T  know  not  one  word  of  the  lady 
you  mention  ;  and  if  any  such  has  come  to 
you,  it  was  altogether  witlioiit  my  know- 
ledge or  privity.  But  how  could  she  get 
into  thL-j  tower  Avithout  my  consent  ?  For 
•whatever  my  grand  vizier  told  you,  it  was 


only  to  appease  you  :  it  must  therefore  be  a 
mere  dream  ;  and  I  beg  of  you  not  to  believe 
otherwise,  but  recover  your  senses. " 

"  Sir,"  rejilied  the  prince,  ' ' I  shoidd  be  for 
ever  imworthy  of  your  majesty's  favoiu-,  if 
I  did  not  give  entire  credit  to  M'hat  you  are 
pleased  to  say  ;  but  I  humbly  beseech  you 
at  the  same  time  to  give  a  patient  hearing 
to  what  I  shall  say  to  you,  and  then  to  judge 
whether  what  I  have  the  honour  to  tell  you 
be  a  dream  or  not." 

Then  prince  Camaralzaman  related  to  the 
king  his  father  after  what  manner  he  had 
been  awaked,  exaggerating  the  beauty  and 
charms  of  the  lady  he  found  by  his  side,  the 
instantaneous  love  he  conceived  for  her,  and 
the  pains  he  took  to  awaken  her  without 
effect.  He  did  not  conceal  what  had  obliged 
him  to  awake  and  fall  asleep  again,  after  he 
had  made  the  exchange  of  his  ring  with  that 
of  the  lady  :  shewing  the  king  the  ring,  he 
added,  "  Sir,  your  majesty  must  needs  know 
my  rhig  very  well,  j'ou  have  seen  it  so  often. 
After  this  1  hope  you  wdl  be  convinced  that 
I  have  not  lost  my  senses,  as  you  have  been 
almost  made  to  believe." 

King  Schahzaman  was  so  perfectly  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  what  his  son  had  been 
telling  him,  that  he  had  not  a  word  to  say, 
remaining  astonished  for  some  time,  and  not 
being  able  to  utter  a  syllable. 

The  prince  took  advantage  of  this  oppor- 
tunity, and  said  fiu-thcr,  ' '  Sir,  the  passion  I 
have  conceived  for  this  charming  lady,  whose 
precious  image  I  bear  continually  in  my  mind, 
is  so  very  great  that  I  cannot  resist  it.  I 
entreat  you  therefore  to  have  compassion  on 
me,  and  procure  me  the  happiness  of  enjoy- 
ing her." 

"Son,"  replied  the  king,  "  after  Avhat  I 
have  just  heard,  and  what  I  see  by  the  ring 
on  your  finger,  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  your 
passion  is  real,  and  that  j  ou  have  seen  this 
lady,  who  is  the  object  of  it.  "Would  to 
God  I  knew  who  she  was,  and  I  would  make 
you  happy  from  this  moment,  and  I  should 
be  the  happiest  father  in  the  world  !  But 
what  means  have  I  to  come  at  the  know- 
ledge of  her  ?  Where  shall  I  find  her,  and 
how  seek  for  her  ?  How  could  she  get  in 
here,  and  liy  what  conveyance,  without  my 
consent  ?  Why  did  she  come  to  sleep  with 
you  only  to  shew  you  her  beauty,  to  kindle 
a  flame  of  love  while  she  slei)t,  and  then 
leave  you  white  you  were  in  a  slumber? 
These  things,  I  must  confess,  are  past  my 
finiling  out ;  and  if  Heaven  is  not  so  favour- 
able to  us  as  to  give  some  light  into  them, 
we,  I  fear,  must  both  go  dowTi  to  the  grave 
together."  So  saying,  and  taking  the  jn'ince 
by  the  hand,  "Come,  then,  my  son,  let  us 
go  and  afflict  oiu-selves  in  conjunction  ;  you 
with  hopeless  love,  and  I  with  seeing  you 
grieve,  and  not  being  able  to  remedy  your 
affliction." 
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King'Scliahzainan  tlien  led  his  son  out  of 
tlie  tower,  and  conveyed  him  to  the  palace, 
where  he  was  no  sooner  arrived,  than  in  de- 
spair for  loving  an  unknown  object  he  fell 
Biek,  and  took  to  his  bed  ;  the  king  shut 
himself  up  with  him,  and  s]K'nt  many  a  day 
in  weeping,  without  attending  to  the  atl'airs 
of  his  kingdom. 

The  jirime  minister,  who  was  the  only 
person  that  had  admittance  to  him,  came 
one  ilay  and  told  him,  the  whole  court,  and 
even  the  people,  began  to  murmur  at  not 
seeing  him,  and  that  he  did  not  administer 
justice  every  day  as  he  was  wont  to  do ; 
adding,  ho  knew  not  what  disorder  it  might 
occasion.  "I  humbly  beg  your  majesty, 
thei-eforc,"  proceeded  he,  "  to  pay  some  at- 
tention ;  I  am  sensible  your  majesty's  com- 
pany is  a  gr-eat  comfort  to 
the  prince,  and  that  his  com- 
pany is  a  mutual  relief  to 
your  grief ;  but  then  you 
must  not  run  the  risk  of 
letting  all  be  lost.  Permit 
me  to  propose  to  your  ma- 
jesty, to  remove  with  the 
prince  to  the  castle  in  a  little 
island  near  the  port,  where 
you  may  give  audience  to 
your  subjects  twice  a  week 
only;  during  these  absenc23 
the  prince  will  be  so  agre  •- 
ably  amused  with  the  beauty, 
prospect,  and  good  air  of  'aie 
place,  that  he  will  bear  them 
with  the  less  uneasiness. 

King  Schahzamaa  apjirov- 
ed  this  proposal;  and  after 
the  castle,  where  he  had  not 
resided  for  some  time,    had 

been  furnished,  he  removed  "^ 

thitherwith  the  prince  ;  and, 
excepting  the  time  that  he  gave  audience,  as 
aforesaid,   he  never  left  him,  but  passed  all 
his  time  on  his  son's  pillow,   endeavouring 
to  comfort  him  in  sharing  his  grief. 

While  matters  passed  thus  in  the  ca]iital 
of  king  Schahzaman,  ths  two  genies,  Dan- 
hasch  and  Caschcasch,  had  carried  the 
princess  of  China  back  to  the  palace  where 
the  king  had  shut  her  up,  and  laid  her  in 
her  bed  as  before. 

When  she  awaked  next  morning,  and 
found  by  looking  to  the  right  and  to  the  left, 
that  prince  Camaralzaman  was  not  by  her, 
she  cried  out  with  such  a  voice  to  her 
women  as  soon  brought  them  to  her  bed. 
Her  nurse,  who  presented  herself  first,  de- 
su-ed  to  be  informed  what  she  woidd  please 
to  have,  and  if  anything  disagreeable  had 
happened  to  her. 

"  Tell  me,"  said  the  princess,  *'  what  is  be- 
come of  the  young  man  that  has  passed  the 
night  with  me,  and  whom  I  love  with  all  my 
Boul?"     "  Madam,"  replied  the  nurse,  "we 


cannot  understand  your  highness,  iiidess  you 
will  be  pleased  to  explain  yourself." 

"A  young  man,  the  best  made  and  most 
amiable,"  said  the  i)rincess,  "  slept  with  me 
last  night,  whom,  with  all  my  caresses,  I 
could  not  awake  ;  I  ask  you  where  he  is  ?" 

"Madam,"  answered  the  nurse,  "your 
highness  asks  us  these  questions  to  jest  with 
us.  I  beseech  you  to  i-ise."  "I  am  in  ear- 
nest," said  the  princess,  "  and  T  must  know 
where  this  young  man  is."  "  Madam,"  in- 
sisted the  nurse,  "  you  were  alone  when  you 
went  to  bed  last  night ;  and  how  any  man 
could  come  to  you  without  our  knowledge, 
we  cannot  imagine,  for  we  all  lay  about  the 
door  of  your  chamber,  which  was  locked, 
and  I  had  the  key  in  my  pocket." 

At  this  the  princess  loss  all  patience,  and 
catching  her  nurse  by  the 
hair  of  her  head,  and  giving 
her  two  or  three  sound  cuifs, 
she  cried,  "  You  shall  tell 
me  where  this  young  man  is, 
old  sorceress,  or  I  will  beat 
your  brains  out." 

The  nurse  struggled  to  get 
from  her,  and  at  last  suc- 
ceeded ;  when  she  went  im- 
mediately, with  tears  in  her 
eyes,  and  her  face  all  Idoody, 
to  complain  to  the  queen  her 
mother,  who  was  not  a  little 
SlU-prised  to  see  her  in  this 
condition,  and  asked  who  had 
done  this. 

"  Madam,"      began     the 

nurse,     "you  see  how    the 

princess  has  treated  me  ;  she 

had  certaiidy  murdered  me, 

^  ^  if   I  had  not  had  the  good 

"^  fortune  to  escape  out  of  her 

hands.     She  then   began  to 

tell  what  had   been  the   cause   of  all  that 

violent  passion  in  the  princess.      The  queen 

v/as  surprised  to  hear  it,  and  could  not  guess 

how  she  came  to   be  so  infatuated,    as  to 

take  that  for  a  reality  which  could  be  no 

other  than  a  dream.      "  Your  majesty  must 

conclude  from  all  this,  madam,"  continued 

the  nurse,   "  that  the  princess  is  out  of  her 

senses.     You  will  think  so  youi'self,  if  you 

will  go  and  see  her." 

The  queen's  affection  for  the  princess  was 
too  deeply  interested  in  what  she  heard ;  she 
ordered  the  nurse  to  follow  her ;  and  they 
went  together  to  the  princess's  imlace  that 
very  moment. 

The  sultaness  Scheherazade  would  have 
gone  on,  but  perceiving  daylight  appear, 
she  deferred  what  she  had  to  say  further 
till  the  next  night,  when  she  said  to  the 
sidtan  : — 
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The  Two  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Night. 

SiK,  the  queen  of  China  sat  down  by  her 
daughter's  bed-side,  immediately  upon  her 
arrival  in  her  apartment ;  and  after  she  had 
informed  herself  about  her  health,  began  to 
ask  her  what  had  made  her  so  angry  with 
her  nurse,  as  to  treat  her  in  the  manner  she 
had  done.  "Daughter,"  said  she,  "  this  is 
not  right;  and  a  great  iirincess  like  you 
should  not  suffer  herself  to  be  so  transiiorted 
■with  ])assion." 

"  Madam,"  replied  the  princess,  "I  plain- 
ly perceive  your  majesty  is  come  to  mock 
me ;  but  1  declare  I  will  never  let  you  rest 
till  you  consent  I  shall  marry  the  young 
man  that  lay  with  me  last  night.  You  must 
know  where  he  is,  and  therefore  I  beg  of  your 
majesty  to  let  him  come  in  to  me  again." 

"Daughter,"  answered  the  queen,  "you 
surprise  me  ;  I  know  nothing  of  what  you 
talk  of."  Then  the  princess  lost  all  respect 
for  the  queen;  "  Madam,"  replied  she,  "the 
king  my  father  and  you  have  jiersecuted  me 
about  marrying  when  I  had  no  inclination ; 
I  now  have  an  inchnation,  and  I  will  have 
this  young  man  I  told  you  of,  for  my  h^is- 
band,  or  I  will  kill  mj'self." 

Here  the  queen  endeavoured  to  calm  the 
princess  by  soft  words.  "Daughter,"  said 
she,  ' '  you  know  well  j-ou  are  alone  in  this 
apartment ;  how  then  coidd  any  man  come 
to  you  ?  "  But  instead  of  hearing  her,  the 
princess  interrupted  her,  and  flew  out  into 
such  extravagancies  as  obliged  the  queen  to 
leave  her,  and  retire  in  great  affliction,  to 
inform  the  king  of  all  that  had  passed. 

The  king  hearing  it,  had  a  mind  likewise 
to  be  satisfied  in  person  ;  and  coming  to  his 
daughter's  apartment,  asked  her  if  what  he 
had  just  heard  was  true.  "Sir,"  replied 
the  princess,  "  let  us  talk  no  more  of  that ; 
I  only  beseech  your  majesty  to  grant  me  the 
favour  that  I  may  marry  the  young  man  I 
lay  with  last  night." 

"What!  daughter,". said  the  king,  "has 
any  one  lain  with  you  last  night  ? "  "  How, 
sir,"  replied  the  princess,  without  giving  him 
time  to  go  on,  "  do  you  ask  me  if  any  one 
lay  with  me  last  night?  your  majesty  knows 
that  but  too  well.  He  was  the  finest  and 
best  made  youth  the  sun  ever  saw.  I  de- 
sire him  of  you  for  my  husband  ;  I  entreat 
you  do  not  refuse  me.  But  that  your  ma- 
jesty may  not  longer  doubt  whether  I  have 
seen  this  young  man,  whether  he  has  lain 
me,  w-hether  I  have  caressed  him,  or  whe- 
ther I  did  not  my  utmost  to  awake  him, 
without  succeeding,  see,  if  you  please,  this 
ring."  She  then  reached  forth  her  hand, 
and  shewed  the  king  a  man's  ring  on  her 
finger.  The  king  did  not  know  what  to 
make  of  all  this;  but  as  he  had  confined  her 
as  mad,  he  began  to  think  her  more  mad 


than  ever  :  therefore,  without  saying  any- 
thing more  to  her,  for  fear  she  might  do  vio- 
lence to  herself  or  somebody  about  her,  he 
had  her  chained,  and  shut  up  more  close 
than  ever,  allowing  her  only  the  nurse  to 
wait  on  her,  with  a  good  guard  at  the  door. 

The  king,  exceedingly  concerned  at  this 
indisposition  of  his  daugliter,  sought  all  pos- 
sible means  to  get  her  cured.  He  assembled 
his  council,  and  after  ha\'ing  acquainted 
them  with  the  condition  she  was  in,  "  If 
any  of  you,"  said  he,  "  is  capable  of  under- 
takiug  her  cure,  and  succeeds,  I  will  give 
her  to  him  in  marriage,  and  make  him  heir 
to  my  dominions  and  cro-wn  after  my  de- 
cease." 

The  desire  of  enjoying  a  handsome  young 
princess,  and  the  hopes  of  one  day  govern- 
ing so  powerfid  a  kingdom  as  that  of  China, 
had  a  strange  effect  on  an  emir,  already  ad- 
vanced in  age,  who  was  present  at  this  coun- 
cil. As  he  was  well  skilled  in  magic,  he  of- 
fered the  king  to  cure  his  daughter,  and 
flattei-ed  himself  with  success.  "I  consent," 
said  the  king  ;  "but  I  forgot  to  teU  you  one 
thing,  and  that  is,  that  if  you  do  not  suc- 
ceed, you  shall  lose  your  head.  It  would 
not  be  reasonable  you  .should  have  so  great 
a  reward,  and  yet  run  no  risk  on  your  jjart : 
and  what  I  saj^  to  you,"  continued  the  king, 
"I  say  to  all  others  that  shall  come  after 
yoii,  that  they  may  consider  beforehand 
what  they  undertake." 

The  emir,  however,  accepted  the  condi- 
tion, and  the  king  conducted  him  whei'e  tho 
princess  was.  She  covered  her  face  as  soon 
as  she  saw  them  come  in,  and  cried  out, 
"Your  majesty  surprises  me,  in  bringing 
with  you  a  man  I  do  not  know,  and  by  whom 
my  religion  forbids  me  to  be  seen.  '  ' '  Daugh- 
ter," reiilied  the  king,  "you  need  not  be 
scandalised,  it  is  only  one  of  my  emirs  who 
is  come  to  demand  you  of  me  in  man-iage." 
"  It  is  not,  I  perceive,  the  pei-son  that  you 
have  already  given  me,  and  whose  faith  is 
plighted  by  the  ring  I  wear,"  replied  the 
prmcess  ;  "be  not  offended  that  I  will  never 
marry  any  other." 

The  emir  expected  the  princess  woidd 
have  said  or  done  some  extravagant  thing, 
and  w^as  not  a  little  disajipointed  when  he 
heard  her  talk  so  calmly  and  rationally  ;  for 
then  he  knew  her  disease  was  nothing  but  a 
violent  and  deep-rooted  love-passion.  He 
dared  not  explain  hmiself  to  the  king,  who 
would  not  have  suffered  the  princess  to  give 
her  hand  to  any  other  than  the  person  to 
whom  he  wished  to  give  hev  with  his  own 
hand.-  He  therefore  threw  himself  at  his 
majesty's  feet,  and  said,  "After  what  I 
have  heard  and  observed,  sir,  it  will  be  to 
no  purpose  for  me  to  think  of  curing  the 
princess,  since  I  have  no  remedies  proper 
for  her  malady  ;  for  which  reason  T  humbly 
submit  my  life  to  your  majesty's  pleasure." 
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Tlie  king,  einagcil  at  liis  iucaiiaeity,  and  the 
trouble  he  had  given  him,  caused  him  im- 
mediately to  be  beheaded. 

Some  days  after,  his  majesty,  unwilling 
lo  have  it  said  that  lie  had  neglected  his 
daughter's  cure,  put  forth  a  proclamation  in 
his  capital,  importing,  that  if  there  were 
any  physician,  astrologer,  or  magician,  who 
would  undertake  to  restore  the  princess  to 
her  senses,  he  need  only  come,  and  he  should 
be  employed,  on  condition  of  losing  his  head 
if  he  miscarried.  He  had  the  same  published 
in  the  other  principal  cities  and  towns  of  his 
dominions,  and  in  the  courts  of  the  princes 
his  neighbours. 

The  first  that  presented  himself  was  an 
astrologer  and  magician,  whom  the  king 
caused  to  be  conducted  to  the  princess's  iiri- 
soa  by  an  eunuch.  The  astrologer  drew 
forth,  out  of  a  bag  he  carried  uiider  his  arm, 
an  astrolabe,  a  small  sphere,  a  chafing-dish, 
sevei-al  sorts  of  drugs  proper  for  fumigations, 
a  brass  pot,  with  many  other  things,  and  de- 
sired he  might  have  a  fire  lighted. 

The  princess  demanded  what  all  these 
preparations  Avere  for.  "  Madame,"  an- 
swered the  eunuch,  "  they  are  to  exercise  the 
evil  spirit  that  possesses  you,  to  shut  him  up 
in  this  pot,  and  throw  him  into  the  sea." 

"  Foolish  astrologer,"  replied  the  jH-incess, 
I  have  no  occasion  for  any  of  your  prejiara- 
tions,  but  am  in  my  i)erfect  senses,  and  you 
alone  are  mad.  If  your  art  can  bring  him 
I  love  to  me,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  ; 
otherwise  you  may  go  about  your  business, 
for  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  you.  "  Ma- 
dam," said  the  astrologer,  "if  your  case  be 
so,  I  shall  desist  from  all  endeavours,  be- 
lieving the  king  your  father  can  only  remedy 
your  disaster  in  this  particular."  So  putting 
up  his  trinkets  again,  he  marched  away  very 
much  concerned  that  he  had  so  easily  under- 
taken to  cure  an  imaginary  malady. 

Coming  to  give  an  account  to  the  king  of 
what  he  bad  done,  he  would  not  wait  for  the 
eunuch  to  speak  for  him,  but  began  thus 
boldly  :  "According  to  what  your  majesty 
published  in  your  proclamation,  and  what 
you  were  pleased  to  confirm  to  me  yourself, 
I  thought  the  princess  was  distracted,  and 
depended  on  being  able  to  recover  her  by 
the  secrets  I  have  long  been  acqaainted 
with  ;  but  I  soon  found  she  had  no  other 
disease  than  that  of  love,  over  which  my  art 
Lad  no  power,  your  majesty  alone  is  the 
l)hysician  can  cure  her,  by  giving  her  in  mar- 
riage the  person  whom  she  desires." 

The  king  was  very  much  enraged  at  the 
astrologer,  and  had  his  head  cut  off  upon 
the  spot.  Kot  to  fatigue  your  majesty  with 
repetitions,  proceeded  Scheherazade  to  the 
sultan,  I  will  acquamt  you  in  a  few  words, 
that  a  hundred  and  fifty  astrologers,  physi- 
cians, and  magicians,  came  iipon  this  ac- 
count, who  all  underwent  the  same  fate  : 


and  their  heads  were  set  upon  jjoles  ou  every 
gate  of  the  city. 

THE  STORY  OF   MARZAVAN,  WITH  THE  .SEQUEL 
OF  THAT  OF  THE  PRINCE  CAMARALZAMAN. 

The  princess  of  China's  nurse,  proceeded 
the  sultaness,  had  a  son  whose  name  was 
Marzavan,  and  who  had  been  foster-brother 
to  the  princess,  and  brought  up  with  her. 
Their  friendship  was  so  great  during  their 
childhood,  and  all  the  time  they  had  been 
together,  that  they  treated  each  other  as 
brother  and  sister,  as  they  grew  up,  even 
some  time  after  their  separation. 

This  Marzavan,  among  other  studies,  had 
from  his  youth  been  much  addicted  to  judi- 
cial astrology,  geomancy,  and  the  like  secret 
arts,  wherein  he  became  exceeding  skilful. 
Not  content  with  what  he  had  learnt  from 
masters,  he  travelled  as  soon  as  he  was  able 
to  bear  the  fatigue ;  and  there  was  hardly 
any  person  of  note  in  any  science  or  art,  but 
he  sought  him  in  the  most  remote  cities,  and 
kept  company  with  him  long  enough  to  ob- 
tain all  the  information  he  desired,  so  great 
was  his  thirst  after  knowledge. 

After  several  years'  absence  in  foreign 
l)arts  on  this  account,  he  returned  to  the 
capital  city  of  his  native  country,  China  ; 
where  seeing  so  many  heads  on  the  gate  by 
which  he  entered,  he  was  exceedingly  sur- 
prised; and  coming  home,  demanded  for 
what  reason  they  had  been  2'>laced  there; 
but  more  especially  he  informed  himself  of 
the  condition  of  the  in-incess  his  foster-sis- 
ter, whom  he  had  not  forgotten.  As  he 
could  not  receive  an  answer  to  one  inquiry 
without  the  other,  he  heard  at  length  a  gen- 
eral account  with  much  sorrow,  waiting  till 
he  could  learn  more  from  his  mother,  the 
princess's  nurse. 

Here  Scheherazade  left  off,  seeing  the  day 
appear  ;  but  resumed'her  discourse  the  night 
following  thus  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  Night, 

Sir,  said  the  sultaness,  although  the  nurse, 
mother  to  Marzavan,  was  very  much  em- 
ployed about  the  princess,  yet  she  no  sooner 
heard  her  dear  son  was  retunied,  but  she 
found  time  to  come  out,  embrace  him,  and 
converse  with  him  a  little.  Having  told 
him,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  what  a  sad  con- 
dition the  princess  was  in,  and  for  what  rea- 
son the  king  her  father  had  confined  her,  he 
desired  to  know  of  his  mother  if  she  could 
not  jjrocure  him  a  private  sight  of  her  royal 
mistress,  without  the  king's  knowing  it. 
After  some  pause,  she  told  him  she  cordd 
say  nothing  to  it  for  the  present,  but  if  he 
woidd  meet  her  next  day  at  the  same  hour, 
she  would  give  him  an  answer. 
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The  nurse  knowing  none  could  appro.icli 
the  princess  but  herself,  without  leave  of  the 
eunuch  who  commanded  the  guard  at  the 
.t;ate,  addressed  herself  to  him,  who  she 
knew  was  so  lately  appointed,  that  he  could 
know  uothino;  of  what  had  before  passed  at 
the  court  of  (Jliiua.  "You  know,"  said  she  to 
him,  "I  have  brought  iip  and  suckled  the 
princess,  and  you  may  likewise  have  heard 
that  I  had  a  daughter  whom  I  brought  up 
along  with  her.  This  daughter  has  been 
since  married ;  yet  the  princess  still  does  her 
the  honour  to  love  her,  and  would  fain  see 
Ler,  but  she  woidd  do  it  without  anybody's 
perceiving  her  coming  in  or  out." 

The  nurse  would  have  gone  on ;  but  the 
eunuch  cried,  "Say  no  more;  I  will  with 
pleasure  do  anything  to  oblige  the  princess : 
go  and  fetch  your  daughter,  or  send  for  her 
about  midnight,  and  the  gate  shall  be  open 
to  you." 

As  soon  as  night  came,  the  nurse  went  to 
look  for  her  son  Marzavan ;  and  having 
found  him,  dressed  him  so  ai-tificially  in  wo- 
men's clothes,  that  nobody  coidd  know  he 
was  a  man.  She  carried  him  along  with 
her  ;  and  the  eunuch  verily  believing  it  was 
her  daughter,  admitted  them  together. 

The  nurse,  before  she  presented  Mar- 
zavan, went  to  the  princess,  and  said,  "Ma- 
dam, this  is  not  a  woman  I  have  brought  to 
you ;  it  is  my  son  Marzavan  in  disguise,  new- 
ly arrived  from  his  travels  ;  who,  having  a 
great  desire  to  kiss  your  hand,  I  hope  your 
laighness  will  admit  him  to  that  honour." 

"What!  my  brother  Marzavan,"  said  the 
princess,  with  great  joy:  "come  hither," 
cried  she,  "and  take  off  that  veil;  for  it  is 
not  unreasonable  sure  that  a  brother  and  a 
sister  should  see  each  other  without  cover- 
ing their  faces." 

Marzavan  saluted  her  with  profoimd  re- 
spect ;  when  she,  without  giving  him  time 
to  speak,  cried  out,  "I  am  rejoiced  to  see 
you  returned  in  good  health,  after  so  many 
years  absence,  and  without  sending  the  least 
account  all  the  while  of  your  welfare,  even 
to  your  good  mother." 

"Madam,"  replied  Marzavan,  "I  am  in- 
finitely obliged  to  your  highness  for  your 
goodness  in  rejoicing  at  my  health  :  I  ho2)ed 
to  have  heard  a  liettcr  account  of  your's, 
than  what,  to  my  great  affliction,  I  am  now 
witness  of:  nevertheless,  I  cannot  but  re- 
joice that  I  am  come  seasonably  enough  to 
bring  your  highness  that  remedy  which  you 
stand  so  much  in  need  of;  and  though  I 
should  reap  no  other  fruit  of  my  studies  and 
long  voyage,  I  should  think  myseK  fully 
rcconiiiensed. " 

Speaking  these  words,  Marzavan  drew 
forth  out  of  his  pocket  a  book  and  other 
things,  which  he  judges!  necessary  to  be 
used,  according  to  the  account  he  had  had 
iroiu  his  mother  of  the  princess's  distemper, 


The  princess,  seeing  him  make  all  these 
preparations,  cried  out,  "What!  brother, 
are  j^ou  then  one  of  those  that  believe  me 
mad?    Undeceive  yourself,  and  hear  me." 

The  princess  then  began  to  relate  to  j\Iar- 
zavan  all  the  particulars  of  her  story,  with- 
out omitting  the  least  circiunstance,  even  to 
the  ring  which  was  exchanged  for  her's,  and 
which  she  shewed  him.  "I  have  not  con- 
cealed the  least  matter  fi-om  you,"  quoth 
she;  "yet  it  is  true,  there  is  something 
that  I  cannot  comprehend,  which  has  given 
occasion  for  some  persons  to  think  me  mad  ; 
but  this  is  for  want  of  attending  to  the  rest, 
which  is  literally  as  I  tell  you." 

After  the  princess  had  done  speaking, 
Marzavan,  tilled  with  wonder  and  astonish- 
ment, continued  for  some  time  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  ground,  without  speaking  a 
word  ;  but  at  length  he  lifted  up  his  head, 
and  said,  "If  it  be  as  your  highness  says, 
and  which  I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt,  I  do 
not  despair  to  procure  you  the  satisfaction 
you  desire  ;  but  J.  must  first  entreat  your 
highness  to  arm  yourself  a\  ith  patience  for 
some  time  longer,  till  J  shall  return,  till  I 
have  travelled  over  kingdoms  which  I  have 
not  yet  visited  ;  and  when  you  hear  of  my 
return,  be  assured  the  object  of  your  wishes 
is  not  far  off."  So  saying,  Marzavan  took 
leave  of  the  princess,  and  set  out  next 
morning  on  his  intended  voyage. 

He  travelled  from  city  to  city,  from  jiro- 
vince  to  province,  and  from  island  to  island ; 
and  in  every  place  he  passed  through  he 
cordd  hear  of  nothing  but  the  princess  Bad- 
oura  (which  was  the  princess  of  China's  name) 
and  her  history. 

About  foiir  months  after,  our  traveller 
arrived  at  Torf,  a  sea-joort  town,  great  and 
populous,  where  he  no  more  heard  of  the 
princess  Badoura,  but  all  the  talk  was  of 
prince  Camaralzaman,  who  was  sick,  and 
whose  history  very  much  resembled  hers. 
Marzavan  was  extremely  delighted  to  hear 
this,  and  informed  himself  of  the  place  where 
the  prince  was  to  be  foimd.  There  were  two 
ways  to  it ;  one  by  land  and  sea,  the  other 
by  sea  only,  which  was  the  shortest  way. 

Marzavan  chose  the  latter  ;  and,  embark- 
ing on  board  a  merchant  ship,  he  arrived  safe 
in  sight  of  king  Schahzaman's  capital ;  but, 
just  before  it  entei-ed  the  port,  the  shi])  struck 
against  a  rock,  by  the  unskilfulncss  of  the 
pilot,  and  foundered.  It  went  down  in  sight 
of  prince  Camaralzaman's  castle,  where  were 
at  that  time  the  king  and  his  grand  vizier. 

Marzavan  coidd  swim  very  well ;  and  im- 
mediately upon  the  ship's  sinking,  cast  him- 
self into  the  sea,  and  got  safe  on  shore  under 
the  castle,  where  he  was  soon  relieved  by 
the  grand  vizier's  order.  After  he  had 
changed  his  clothes,  and  been  well  treated, 
and  was  recovered,  he  was  introduced  to  the 
grand  viziei-,  who  had  sent  for  him. 
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Marzavau  being  a  yoxing  iiiaii  of  good  air 
and  address,  this  minister  received  him  very 
civilly  ;  and  when  he  heard  him  give  such 
just  and  pertinent  answers  to  what  was  asked 
of  liiin,  conceived  a  great  esteem  for  him. 
He  also  gradually  perceived  he  possessed  a 
great  deal  of  knowledge  ;  therefore  said  to 
him,  "  From  what  I  can  understand,  I  per- 
ceive you  are  no  common  man  :  you  have 
travelled  a  great  way ;  woidd  to  God  you 
had  learned  any  secret  for  curing  a  certain 
sick  person,  who  has  greatly  affiicted  this 
court  for  a  long  while  !  " 

Marzavan  replied,  "If  he  knew  what 
malady  that  was,  he  might  perhaps  find  a 
remedy  for  it. " 

Then  the  grand  vizier  related  to  him  the 
whole  story  of  prince  Camaralzaman,  from 
its  origin,  and  conccTled  nothing  of  his  birth 
so  earnestly  desired,  his   education,  tht  in 


clinatiou  the  king  his  father  had  to  see  him 
early  married,  his  resistance  and  extraordi- 
nary aversion  to  marriage,  his  disobeying 
his  father  in  full  council,  his  imprisonment, 
his  pretended  extravagances  in  prison, 
which  were  afterwards  changed  into  a  vio- 
lent passion  for  a  certain  unknown  lady, 
who,  he  pretended,  had  exchanged  a  ring 
with  him,  though,  for  his  part,  he  verily 
believed  there  was  no  such  person  in  the 
world. 

jMarzavan  gave  great  attention  to  all  the 
grand  vizier  said ;  and  was  infinitely  rejoiced 
to  find,  that,  by  means  of  his  shipwreck,  he 
had  so  fortimately  lighted  on  the  person  he 
was  looking  after.  He  saw  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  prince  Camaralzaman  was  the 
man  the  princess  of  China  was  so  violently 
111  lo\e  with,  and  that  this  princess  was 
ct£ually  the  object  of  his  passion ;  therefore, 


without  explaining  himself  further  to  the 
vizier,  he  desired  to  see  him,  that  he  might 
be  better  able  to  judge  of  his  distemper  and 
its  cure.  "Follow  me,"  said  the  grand 
vizier,  "and  you  will  find  the  king  with 
him,  who  has  already  desired  I  should  intro- 
duce you  to  him." 

The  first  thing  that  struck  Marzavan  on 
entering  the  prince's  chamber,  was  to  find 
him  upon  his  bed  languishing,  and  with  his 
eyes  shut.  Although  he  saw  him  in  that 
condition,  and  although  the  king  his  father 
was  sitting  by  him,  he  coidd  not  help  crying 
out,  "Heavens!  was  there  ever  a  greater 
resemblance  !  "  He  meant  to  the  princess 
of  China ;  for  it  seems  the  princess  and 
prince  were  much  alike. 

The  words  of  Marzavan  excited  the 
prince's  curiosity  so  far,  that  he  opened  his 
eyes  and  looked  upon  him.  Marzavan,  who 
had  a  ready  wit,  laid  hold  of  that  opportu- 


nity, and  made  his  compliment  in  verse 
extempore,  but  in  such  a  disguised  manner, 
that  neither  the  king  nor  grand  vizier  under- 
stood anything  of  the  matter.  Howe^'er,  he 
rejn-esented  so  nicely  what  had  happened 
to  him  with  the  princess  of  China,  that  the 
prince  had  no  reason  to  doubt  he  knew  her, 
and  coidd  give  him  tidings  of  her.  This 
made  him  so  joyful,  that  the  efi"ects  of  it 
shewed  themselves  in  his  eyes  and  looks. 

The  sultaness  had  not  time  to  proceed 
any  further  that  night ;  but  next  night  went 
on  with  her  story  as  follows  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Niglit. 

Sir,  said  she  to  the  sultan,  after  Marzavan 
had  finished  his  compliment  in  verse,  which 
surprised  prince  Camaralzaman  so  agreeably 
his  highness  took  the  liberty  to  make  a  sigu 
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to  the  king  bis  father  to  go  from  the  ])lace 
where  he  was,  and  let  jNIarzavan  sit  by  him. 

The  king,  overjoyed  at  this  alteration, 
which  gave  him  hojjes  of  his  sou's  speedy 
recovery,  quitted  his  jilace,  and,  taking 
Marzavan  by  the  hand,  led  him  to  it,  oblig- 
ing him  to  sit  in  it.  Then  his  majesty 
demanded  of  him  who  he  was,  and  whence 
he  came;  and  \v^or\.  Marzavau's  answering 
he  was  a  subject  of  China,  and  came  from 
that  kingdom,  the  king  cried  out,  "Heaven 
grant  you  may  be  able  to  recover  my  sou 
from  this  profouud  melancholy,  and  I  shall 
be  eternally  obliged  to  j'ou ;  all  the  world 
shall  see  how  handsomely  I  will  reward 
you."  Having  said  thus,  he  left  the  prince 
to  converse  at  full  liberty  with  the  stranger, 
whilst  he  went  and  rejoiced  with  the  grand 
vizier  iipon  this  happy  recontre. 

Marzavan,  leaning  down  to  the  prince, 
spoke  low  in  his  ear  thus:  "Prince,"  said 
he  "it  is  time  you  shoidd  cease  to  grieve. 
The  lady  for  whom  you  suffer  is  the  princess 
Badoura,  daughter  of  Gaiour,  king  of  China. 
This  I  can  assure  your  highness  from  what 
she  has  told  me  of  her  adventure,  and  what 
I  have  learned  of  your's.  She  has  suffered 
no  less  on  yoiu-  account,  than  you  on  her's." 
Here  he  began  to  relate  all  that  he  knew  of 
the  princess's  story,  from  the  fatal  night  of 
their  extraordinary  interview. 

He  omitted  not  to  acquaint  him,  how  the 
king  had  treated  those  who  had  failed  in 
their  pretensions  to  cure  the  princess  of  her 
indisposition.  "But  your  highness  is  the 
only  person,"  added  he,  "that  can  cure  her 
effectually',  and  may  present  yourself  with- 
out fear.  However,  before  you  imdertake  so 
great  a  voyage,  I  woiUd  have  you  perfectly 
recovered,  and  then  we  will  take  such  mea- 
sures as  are  necessary.  Think,  then,  im- 
mediately of  the  recovery  of  your  health." 

This  discoiu'se  had  a  marvellous  effect  on 
the  prince  ;  he  found  so  gi'eat  relief  l)y  the 
hopes  he  conceived  of  speedily  fulfilling  his 
desires,  that  he  felt  he  had  strength  suffi- 
cient to  rise,  and  begged  leave  of  his  father 
to  dress  himself  with  siich  an  air,  as  gave 
the  old  king  incredible  pleasure. 

King  Schahzaman  could  not  refrain  from 
embracing  Marzavan,  without  inquiring  into 
the  means  he  had  used  to  produce  this  won- 
derful effect ;  and  soon  after  went  out  of  the 
prince's  chamber  with  the  grand  vizier,  to 
publish  this  agreeable  news.  He  ordered 
public  rejoicings  for  several  days  together, 
und  gave  great  largesses  to  his  officers  and 
the  i)eople,  abus  to  the  poor,  and  caused  the 
prisoners  to  be  set  at  liberty  throughout  his 
kingdom.  The  joy  was  soon  general  in  the 
capital,  and  every  corner  of  his  dominions. 

Prince  Camai-alzaraan,  though  extremely 
weakened  Ijy  almost  continual  want  of  sleep 
and  long  abstinence  from  almost  all  food, 
coon  recovered  his  health.     AVhen  he  found 


himself  in  a  condition  to  undertake  the 
voyage,  he  took  IMarzavan  aside,  and  said, 
"Dear  Marzavan,  it  is  now  time  to  perform 
the  promise  you  have  made  me.  I  burn 
■svith  impatience  to  see  the  charming  prin- 
cess ;  and  if  you  do  not  speedily  give  me  an 
opportmiity  to  put  an  end  to  her  torments 
and  my  ov.'n,  by  setting  out  on  our  journey 
immediately,  I  shall  soon  relajise  into  my 
former  condition.  One  thing  .still  afflicts 
me,"  contmued  he,  "and  that  is  the  diffi- 
culty I  shall  meet  with  in  getting  leave  of 
my  father  to  go.  This  woidd  be  a  cruel  dis- 
apjiointment  to  me,  if  yoii  do  not  contrive  a 
way  to  prevent  it.  You  see  he  scarce  ever 
leaves  me." 

At  these  words  the  prince  fell  to  weep- 
ing;  and  ]\Iarzavan  said,  "I  foresaw  this 
difficulty  ;  let  not  your  highness  be  grieved 
at  that,  for  I  will  undertake  to  j^revent  it. 
My  principal  design  in  this  voyage  was  to 
deliver  the  princess  of  China  from  her 
malady,  and  this  from  all  the  reasons  of 
mutual  affection  which  we  have  borne  to 
each  other  from  our  birth,  besides  the  zeal 
and  affection  I  otherwise  owe  her ;  and  I 
should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  to  her,  if  I 
did  not  do  my  best  endeavour  to  effect  her 
cure  and  your's,  and  exert  my  utmost  skill. 
This  is  then  the  means  I  have  contrived  to 
obtain  your  liberty  :  you  have  not  stirred 
abroad  for  sometime,  therefore  let  the  king 
your  father  understand  you  have  a  mind  to 
take  the  air,  and  ask  his  leave  to  go  out  on 
a  hunting  party  two  or  three  days  with  me. 
Xo  douljt  lie  will  grant  j'our  request;  which 
when  he  has  done,  order  two  good  horses  to 
Ije  got  reac^,  one  to  moimt,  the  other  to 
change,  and  leave  the  rest  to  me." 

Next  day  prince  Camaralzaman  took  his 
opportunity.  He  acquainted  the  king  he 
was  desirous  to  take  the  air,  and,  if  he 
jjleased,  would  go  and  hunt  two  or  three 
days  with  Marzavan.  The  king  gave  his 
consent,  but  bid  him  be  sure  not  to  lie  out 
above  one  night,  since  too  much  exercise  at 
first  might  inqiair  his  health,  and  too  long 
absence  create  his  majesty  uneasiness.  He 
then  ordered  him  to  choose  the  best  horses 
in  his  stable,  and  himself  took  particular 
care  that  nothing  should  be  wanting.  When 
aU  was  ready,  his  majesty  embraced  tlie 
prince  ;  and  having  recommended  to  Mar- 
zavan the  care  of  him,  he  let  him  go.  Prince 
Camaralzaman  and  Marzavan  were  soon 
mounted ;  when,  to  amuse  the  two  grooms 
that  led  the  fresh  horses,  they  made  as  if 
they  would  hunt,  and  so  got  as  far  off  the 
city  and  out  of  the  road  as  was  possible. 
Wheii  night  began  to  approach,  they  alight- 
ed at  a  caravansera  or  inn,  where  they 
supped,  and  sle^it  till  about  midniglit;  when 
Marzavan  awaked  the  prince  without  awak- 
ing the  grooms,  and  desired  his  highness  to 
let  him  have  his  suit,  and  to  take  another 
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for  himself,  which  Avas  brought  in  his  bag- 
gage. Thus  equipped,  they  mounted  the 
fresh  horses,  and  after  Marzavan  had  taken 
one  of  the  groom's  horses  by  the  bridle,  they 
set  out  as  hard  as  their  horses  could  go. 

At  daybreak  they  were  got  into  a  forest, 
■where,  coming  to  the  meeting  of  four  roads, 
Marzavan  desired  the  prince  to  wait  for  him 
a  little,  and  went  into  the  forest.  Ho  then 
cut  the  groom's  horse's  throat,  and  after 
having  torn  the  prince's  suit,  which  he  had 
put  off,  besmearing  it  with  blood,  he  threw 
it  into  the  highway. 

The  prince  demanded  his  reason  for  what 
he  had  done.  He  told  his  highness  he  was 
sure  the  king  his  father  would  no  sooner 
find  that  he  did 
not  retiu'n,  and 
come  to  know 
that  he  was  de- 
parted without 
the  grooms,  but 
he  would  sus- 
pect something, 
and  immediately 
send  i^eople  in 
quest  of  them. 
"They  that  come 
to  this  place," 
said    he,     "and 

find  this  bloody  habit,  will  conclude  yon 
are  devoured  by  wild  beasts,  and  that 
I  have  escaped  to  avoid  the  king's  anger. 
The  king,  persuading  himself  you  are  dead, 
will  stop  further  pursuit,  and  we  may  have 
leisure  to  continue  our  journey  without  fear 
of  being  followed.  I  must  confess,"  con- 
tinued Marzavan,  "this  is  a  violent  way  of 
proceeding,  to  alarm  an  old  father  with  the 
death  of  his  son,  whom  he  loves  so  passion- 
ately ;  but  his  joy  will  be  the  greater  when 
he  shall  hear  you  are  alive  and  happy." 
"Brave  Marzavan,"  replied  the  prince,  "I 
cannot  but  apj^rove  such  an  ingenious  strata- 
gem, or  sufficiently  admire  your  conduct ; 
I  have  fresh  obligations  to  you  for  it." 

The  prince  and  jNIarzavan,  well  provided 
with  cash  for  their  expenses,  continued  their 
journey  both  by  land  and  sea,  and  found  no 
other  obstacle  but  the  length  of  the  time 
which  it  necessarily  took  up.  They,  how- 
ever, arrived  at  length  at  the  capital  of 
China,  where  Marzavan,  instead  of  going  to 
his  lodging,  carried  the  prince  to  a  public 
inn.  They  tarried  there  incognito  three 
days,  to  rest  themselves  after  the  fatigue  of 
the  voyage  ;  during  which  time  Marzavan 
caused  an  astrologer's  habit  to  be  made  for 
the  prince.  The  three  days  being  expired, 
they  went  together  to  the  bath,  where  the 
jirince  put  on  his  astrologer's  habit ;  and 
from  thence  Marzavan  conducted  him  in 
siglit  of  the  king  of  China's  palace,  where 
he  left  him,  to  go  and  acquaint  his  mo- 
thci",  the  princess  Eadoura's  muse,   of  his 


arrival,   to  the  end  slie  might  inform  the 
jirincess. 

The  sultancss  Scheherazade  had  scarce  lit- 
tered these  words,  but  she  observed  the  day 
to  appear,  which  made  her  leave  off ;  but  she 
began  again  the  night  following,  and  said : — < 

The  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty-First 
Night. 
Sir,  prince  Camaralzaman,  instructed  by 
Marzavan  what  he  was  to  do,  and  provided 
with  all  he  wanted  as  an  astrologer,  came 
next  morning  to  the  gate  of  the  king's 
palace,  before  the  guards  and  porters,  and 
cried  aloud,  "I  am  an  astrologer,  and  am 
come  to  effect  a 
cure  on  the  re- 
spectable jirin- 
cess  Badoiu-a, 
daughter  of  the 
most  high  and 
mighty  monarch 
Gaioui-,  king  of 
China,  on  the 
conditions  pro- 
posed by  his  ma- 
jesty, to  marry 
her  if  I  succeed, 
or  else  to  lose 
my  life  for  my  fruitless  and  presumptuous 
attempt." 

Besides  the  guards  and  porters  at  the  gate, 
this  novelty  drew  together  a  great  number 
of  people  about  prince  Camaralzaman.  There 
had  no  physician,  astrologei-,  nor  magician, 
ai)iieared  for  a  long  time  on  this  accoimt, 
deterred  by  the  many  tragical  examples  of 
ill  success  that  appeared  before  their  eyes ; 
it  was  therefore  thought  there  were  no  more 
of  these  professions  in  the  world,  or  that 
there  were  no  more  so  mad  as  those  that  had 
gone  before  them. 

The  prince's  good  mien,  noble  air,  and 
blooming  youth,  made  everybody  that  saw 
him  pity  him.  "What  mean  you,  sir,"  said 
some  that  Avere  nearest  to  him,  "thus  to 
expose  a  life  of  such  promising  expectations 
to  certain  death?  Cannot  the  heads  yon 
see  on  all  the  gates  of  this  city  deter  you 
from  such  an  undertaking  ?  In  the  name  of 
God,  consider  what  you  do ;  abandon  this 
rash  attempt  and  begone." 

The  prince  continued  firm  notwithstand- 
ing all  these  remonstrances  ;  and  as  he  saw 
nobody  came  to  introduce  him,  he  rejieated 
the  same  cry,  Avitli  a  boldness  that  made 
everybody  tremble.  They  all  then  cried, 
' '  Let  him  alone,  he  is  resolved  to  die  ;  God 
have  mercy  upon  his  youth  and  his  soul!" 
He  then  proceeded  to  cry  out  a  third  time 
in  the  same  manner,  Avhen  the  grand  vizier 
came  in  person,  and  introduced  him  to  the 
king  of  China. 

As  soon  as  the  prince  came  i^to  the  kipg'g 
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presence,  he  bowed  and  kissed  the  ground. 
The  king-,  who,  of  all  that  had  hitherto  pre- 
sumptuously exposed  their  lives  on  this  oc- 
casion, had  not  seen  one  worthy  to  cast  his 
eyes  upon  before,  felt  real  compassion  for 
prince  Camaralzaman,  on  account  of  the 
danger  he  was  about  to  imdergo.  But  as 
he  saw  him  more  deserving  than  ordinarj', 
he  shewed  him  more  honour,  and  made  him 
come  and  sit  by  him.  "  Yoimg  man,"  said 
he,  "  I  can  hardly  believe  you,  at  this  age, 
can  have  acquired  experience  enough  to  dare 
attempt  the  cure  of  my  daughter.  I  wish 
j'ou  may  succeed,  and  would  give  her  to  you 
in  marriage  with  all  my  heart,  with  tlie 
greatest  joy,  more  willingly  than  I  sho\dd 
have  done  to  others  that  have  offered  them- 
selves before  you ;  but  I  must  declare  to 
you  at  the  same  time,  with  great  concern, 
that  if  you  do  not  succeed  in  your  attempt, 
notwithstanding  your  noble  appearance  and 
your  youth,  you  must  lose  your  head." 

"Sir,"  replied  the  prince,  "I  have  infinite 
obligations  to  your  majesty  for  the  honour 
you  design  me,  and  the  great  goodness  you 
shew  to  a.  stranger ;  but  I  desire  yoiu' 
majesty  to  believe  1  would  not  have  come 
from  so  remote  a  country  as  I  have  done, 
the  name  of  which,  perhaps,  may  be  un- 
known in  your  dominions,  if  I  had  not  been 
certain  of  the  cure  I  propose.  What  would 
not  the  world  say  of  my  fickleness,  if,  after 
so  great  fatigues  and  dangers  as  I  have 
undergone  on  this  account,  I  should  al^andon 
this  generous  enterprise?  Even  your  majesty 
woidd  soon  lose  that  esteem  you  have  con- 
ceived for  me.  If  I  must  die,  sir,  I  shall 
die  with  the  satisfaction  of  not  having  lost 
your  esteem  after  I  have  merited  it,  I  be- 
seech your  majesty,  therefore,  to  keep  me 
no  longer  impatient  to  display  the  certainty 
of  my  art,  by  the  proof  1  am  ready  to  give 
of  it." 

Then  the  king  commanded  the  eunuch, 
who  had  the  custody  of  the  princess,  to  in- 
troduce prince  Camaralzaman  into  her  apart- 
ment ;  but  before  he  would  let  him  go,  he 
reminded  him  once  more  that  he  was  at 
lil)crty  to  renounce  his  enterprise  ;  but  the 
prince  paid  no  regard,  but,  expressing  great 
resolution  and  e-agerness,  followed  the 
eunuch. 

When  they  came  to  a  long  gallery,  at  the 
end  of  which  was  the  princess's  apartment, 
the  prince,  who  saw  himself  so  near  the  ol)- 
ject  of  his  wishes,  wlio  had  occasioned  him 
so  many  tears,  pushed  on,  and  got  before 
the  eunuch. 

The  eunuch,  redoubling  his  jiace,  with 
much  ado  got  up  with  him.  "  Whither 
away  so  fast  ?"  cried  he,  taking  him  by  the 
ana;  "you  cannot  get  in  without  me  ;  and 
it  should  seem  you  have  a  great  desire  for 
death,  thus  to  run  to  it  headlong.  Not  one 
of  all  those  many  astrologers  and  magicians 


I  have  introduced  before  made  such  haste  aa 
yourself  to  a  place  whither  I  fear  you  will 
come  but  too  soon." 

"Friend,"  replied  the  prince,  looking 
earnestly  on  the  eunuch,  and  continuing  his 
pace,  ' '  this  was  because  none  of  the  astrolo- 
gers you  speak  of  were  so  sure  of  their  art 
as  I  am  of  mine  :  they  were  certam,  indeed, 
they  should  die  if  they  did  not  succeed,  but 
they  had  no  certainty  of  their  success.  On 
this  account,  they  had  reason  to  tremble  on 
approaching  the  place  whither  I  go,  and 
wiiere  I  am  siu-e  to  !iud  my  happiness."  He 
had  just  spoken  these  words  as  he  was  at 
the  door.  The  eunuch  opened  it,  and  intro- 
duced him  into  a  great  hall,  whence  Avas  au 
entrance  into  the  princess's  chamber,  divided 
from  it  only  by  a  piece  of  tapestry. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  stopped  before  he 
entered,  speaking  more  softly  to  the  eunuch, 
for  fear  of  being  heard  in  the  jirinces-s's 
chamber.  "To  convince  you,"  said  he, 
"there  is  neither  presumption  nor  Avhim, 
nor  youthful  conceit  in  my  undertaking,  I 
leave  it  to  your  own  desire,  whether  I  should 
cure  the  princess  in  yoiir  presence,  or  where 
we  arc,  without  going  any  further." 

The  eunuch  was  amazed  to  hear  the  prince 
talk  to  him  with  such  confidence ;  he  left 
off  insulting  him,  and  said  seriously  to  him, 
"It  is  no  matter  whether  you  do  it  here  or 
there,  provided  the  business  is  done  :  cure 
her  how  you  will,  you  will  get  immortal 
honour  by  it,  not  only  in  this  court,  but  over 
all  the  world." 

The  prince  replied,  "It  will  be  best,  then, 
to  cure  her  without  seeing  her,  that  you 
may  be  witness  of  my  skill.  Notwithstand- 
ing my  impatience  to  see  a  princess  of  her 
rank,  who  is  to  be  my  wife,  yet,  out  of  re- 
S])ect  to  you,  I  will  deprive  myself  of  that 
pleasure  for  a  little  while."  He  was  fur- 
nished with  everything  proper  for  an  astrolo- 
ger to  carry  about  him :  taking  pen,  ink,  and 
])aper,  out  of  his  pocket,  he  wrote  this 
billet  to  the  princess  :— 

Prince  Camaralzaman  to  the  Friiicess  of 
China. 

"  Adorable  Pkincess  ! 

"The  love-sick  prince  Camaralzaman  will 
not  trouble  you  with  a  recital  of  the  inex- 
pressible pains  that  he  has  endured  ever 
since  that  fatal  night  in  which  your  charms 
deprived  him  of  ^liat  liberty  which  he  re- 
solved to  preserve  as  long  as  he  lived.  He 
only  tells  you  that  he  devoted  his  heart  to 
you  in  your  charming  slumbers  ;  those  im- 
portunate slumbers  that  hindered  him  from 
beholding  the  brightness  of  your  piercing 
eyes,  in  spite  of  all  his  endeavours  to  oblige 
you  to  open  them.  He  presumed  to  present 
you  Avith  his  ring  as  a  token  of  his  passion ; 
and  to  take  your's  in  exchange,  which  he 
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sends  in  this  billet.  If  ymi  will  condescend 
to  return  it,  as  a  reciprocal  ]>ledge  of  your 
love,  lie  will  esteem  himself  the  happiest  of 
all  lovers.  If  not,  the  sentence  of  death, 
M'hich  your  refusal  brings  him,  will  be  re- 
ceived with  the  more  resignation,  becaiise 
he  dies  for  love  of  you.  He  waits  in  your 
antechamber  for  your  answer." 

When  the  i^rince  had  finished  his  biUet, 
he  folded  it  np,  and  enclosed  in  it  the 
princess's  ring,  without  letting  the  eunuch 
see  what  he  did.  When  he  had  sealed  it,  he 
gave  it  to  him:  "There,  friend,"  said  he, 
"carry  it  to  your  mistress;  if  it  does  not 
cure  her  as  soon  as  she  reads  it,  and  sees 
what  is  enclosed  in  it,  I  give  you  leave  to 
tell  everybody  that  I  am  the  most  ignorant 
and  impudent  astrologer  that  ever  was,  is, 
or  ever  will  be." 

Scheherazade  was  prevented  from  going 
on  with  her  story  by  the  dawning  day ;  but 
the  next  night  she  continued  it,  and  spoke 
thus  to  the  sidtan  of  the  Indies  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty-Second 
Night. 

SiK,  the  eunuch  entering  the  princess  of 
China's  chamber,  gave  her  the  packet  he 
received  from  prince  Camaralzaman.  "  Ma- 
dam," said  he,  "the  boldest  astrologer  that 
ever  lived,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  arrived 
here,  and  pretends,  that  on  reading  this 
letter,  and  seeing  what  is  in  it,  you  will  be 
cured  ;  I  wish  he  may  prove  neither  a  liar 
nor  impostor." 

The  princess  Badoura  took  this  billet,  and 
opened  it  with  a  great  deal  of  indiiference, 
but  when  she  saw  the  ring,  she  had  not  pa- 
tience to  read  it  through  :  she  rose  hastily, 
broke  the  chain  that  held  her  by  struggling, 
ran  to  the  door  and  opened  it.  She  knew  the 
prince,  as  soon  as 
she  saw  him,  and 
he  knew  her : 
they  presently 
embraced  each 
other  tenderly, 
and  without  be- 
ing able  to  speak 
for  excess  of  joy  : 
they  looked  on 
one  another  a 
long  time,  won- 
dering how  they 
met  again  after 
their  first  inter- 
view. The  princess's  nurse,  who  ran  to 
the  door  with  her,  made  them  come  into 
her  chambei',  where  the  princess  Badoura 
gave  the  prince  her  ring,  saying,  "Take 
it,  I  cannot  keep  it  without  restoring  yoiu^'s, 
which  I  will  never  part  with  :  neither  can 
it  be  in  better  hands. 


The  eunuch  went  immediately  to  tell  tlie 
king  of  China  what  had  happened.  "  Sir," 
said  he,  "  all  the  astrologers  and  doctors  who 
have  hitherto  pretended  to  cure  the  princes.s, 
were  fools  in  comparison  of  the  last.  He 
made  use  neither  of  schemes  nor  conjm-ations, 
of  perfumes,  or  anything  else,  b\it  cured  her 
without  seeing  her."  Then  he  told  the  king 
how  he  did  it.  The  monarch  was  agreeably 
surprised  at  the  news,  and  going  presently 
to  the  princess's  chamber,  embraced  her  :  he 
afterwards  embraced  the  prince,  and,  taking 
his  hand,  j  oined  it  to  the  princess's.  ' '  Happy 
stranger,"  said  the  king,  "whoever  you  are, 
I  wiU  keep  my  word,  and  give  you  my  daugh- 
ter to  wife ;  though,  by  what  I  see  in  you, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  believe  you  are 
really  what  you  appear,  and  would  have  me 
believe  you  to  be." 

Prince  Camaralzaman  thanked  the  king 
in  the  most  humble  expressions,  that  he 
might  the  better  shew  his  gratitude.  "As 
for  my  person,"  said  he,  "  I  miist  own  I  am 
not  an  astrologer,  as  your  majesty  very 
judiciously  guessed  ;  I  only  put  on  the  habit 
of  one  that  I  might  succeed  more  easily  in 
my  ambition  to  be  allied  to  the  most  potent 
monarch  in  the  world.  I  was  born  a  prince, 
and  tlie  sou  of  a  king  and  of  a  queen  ;  my 
name  is  Camaralzaman  ;  my  father  is  Schah- 
?aman,  who  now  reigns  over  the  islands 
that  are  well  knoMai  by  the  name  of  the 
Islands  of  the  Children  of  Khaledan."  He 
then  told  him  his  history,  and  how  wonder- 
ful was  the  rise  of  his  love ;  that  the  prin- 
cess's was  altogether  as  marvellous ;  and  that 
both  were  confirmed  by  the  exchange  of  the 
two  rings. 

When  the  prince  had  done  speaking,  the 
king  said  to  him,  "  This  history  is  so  extra- 
ordinary, it  deserves  to  be  known  to  pos- 
terity;  I  will  take  care  it  shall;  and  the 
original  being  deposited  in  my  royal  archives, 
I  wiU  spread 
copies  of  it  a- 
broad,  that  my 
own  '  kingdoms 
and the  kingdoms 
aroimd  me  may 
know  it. 

The  marriage 
was  solemnised 
the  same  day, 
and  the  rejoic- 
ings for  it  were 
universal  aU  over 
the  empire  of 
China.  Nor  was 
Marzavan  forgotten :  the  king  gave  him 
an  honourable  post  in  his  court  imme- 
diately, and  a  promise  of  further  advance- 
ment. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  and  the  princess 
Badoura  enjoyed  the  fidness  of  then-  wishes 
in  •  the  sweets  of  marriage  :  and  the  king 
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kept  continual  feastings  for  several  months, 
to  shew  his  joy  on  the  occasion. 

Tn  the  midst  of  these  pleasures,  prince 
Camaralzanian  ilreamt  one  night  that  he  saw 
his  father  Schahzaman  on  his  death-bed  ready 
to  give  up  the  ghost,  and  heard  him  sjieak 
thus  to  his  attendants  :  "  My  son,  to  whom 
I  gave  birth ;  my  son,  whom  I  so  tenderly 
loved  ;  whom  I  bred  with  so  much  fontlness, 
so  much  care,  has  abandoned  me,  and  is  him- 
self the  cause  of  my  death."  He  awoke  with 
a  great  sigh,  which  awakened  the  princess, 
who  asked  him  the  cause  of  it. 

"Alas!  my  love,"  cried  the  prince,  "per- 
haps, in  the  very  moment  that  I  am  speak- 
ing, the  king  my  father  is  no  more."  He 
then  acquainted  her  with  his  melancholy 
dream,  which  occasioned  him  so  much  im- 
easiness.  The  princess,  who  stuilied  to 
please  him  in  everything,  did  not  immedi- 
ately inform  him  she  had  contrived  a  way 
to  do  it,  fearing  that  the  desire  to  see  his 
father  again  would  make  him  take  less  de- 
light in  her  company  in  a  distant  coimtry. 
She  went  to  her  own  father  that  very  day, 
and  finding  him  alone,  kissed  his  hand,  and 
thus  addressed  herself  to  him  :  ' '  Sir,  I  have 
a  favour  to  beg  of  your  majesty,  and  I  be- 
seech you  not  to  deny  me  ;  but  that  you 
may  not  believe  I  ask  it  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  prince  my  husband,  I  assure  you  be- 
forehand he  knows  nothing  of  my  asking  it 
of  you  :  it  is,  that  you  will  give  leave  for 
me  to  go  with  him  and  see  king  Schahza- 
man, my  father-in-law." 

"  Daughter,"  rei^lied  the  king,  "  though  T 
shall  be  very  sorry  to  part  with  you  for  so 
long  a  time  as  a  journey  to  a  place  so  dis- 
tant will  take  up,  yet  I  cannot  disajiprove 
of  your  resolution  ;  it  is  worthy  of  yourself, 
notwithstanding  the  fatigue  of  so  long  a 
journey  :  go,  child,  I  give  you  leave,  but  on 
condition  that  you  stay  no  longer  than  a 
year  in  king  Schahzaman's  court.  I  hope 
the  king  will  agree  to  this,  that  we  shall  al- 
ternately see,  he  his  son  and  his  daughter- 
in-law,  and  I  my  daughter  and  my  son-in- 
law." 

The  princess  communicated  the  king  of 
China's  consent  to  prince  Camaralzaman, 
who  was  transported  to  hear  it,  and  gave 
her  thanks  for  this  new  token  of  her  love. 

The  king  of  China  gave  orders  for  prepar- 
ations to  be  made  for  the  journey;  and 
when  all  things  were  ready  he  accompanied 
the  jirince  and  princess  several  days'  journey 
on  their  way  ;  they  i)arted  at  length  with 
great  weeping  on  aU  sides :  the  king  embraced 
them,  and  having  desired  the  prince  to  be 
kind  to  his  daughter,  and  to  love  her  always 
with  the  same  passion  he  now  loved  her,  he 
left  them  to  proceed  on  their  journey,  and, 
to  divert  himself,  hunted  all  the  way  as  he 
returned  to  his  capital  city. 

When    prihcc    Camaralzaman     and    the 


jirincess  Badoura  had  dried  up  their  tears, 
they  comforted  themselves  with  the  thoughts 
how  glad  king  Schahzaman  would  be  to  see 
them,  and  how  they  should  rejoice  to  see 
the  king. 

They  travelled  about  a  month,  and  at  last 
came  to  a  meadow  of  great  extent,  planted 
at  convenient  distances  with  tall  trees,  form- 
ing an  agreeable  shade.  The  day  being  un- 
usually hot,  Camaralzaman  thought  it  best 
to  encamp  there,  and  proposed  it  to  Badoura, 
who,  having  the  same  intention,  the  more 
readily  consented  to  it.  They  alighted  iu 
one  of  the  finest  spots  ;  a  tent  was  presently 
set  up  ;  the  princess,  rising  from  the  sliade 
under  which  she  sat  down,  entered  it,  and 
the  prince  ordered  his  servants  to  pitch  their 
tents  also,  W'hLle  they  stayed  there,  and 
went  himseM  to  give  directions.  The  prin- 
cess, weary  with  the  fatigues  of  the  journey, 
bid  her  women  iintie  her  girdle,  which  they 
laid  down  by  her;  and  she  falling  asleep, 
her  attendants  left  her  by  herself. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  having  seen  aU 
things  in  order,  came  to  the  tent  v/herc  the 
princess  was  sleejuug ;  he  entered,  and  sat 
down  without  making  any  noise,  intending 
to  take  a  nap  himself;  but  observing  the 
princess's  girdle  lying  by  her,  he  took  it  iip, 
and  looked  upon  the  diamoiids  and  rubies 
one  by  one.  In  doing  it,  he  saw  a  little 
purse  hanging  to  it,  sewed  neatly  on  the 
stutf,  and  tied  fast  with  a  riband  ;  he  felt  it, 
and  found  there  was  something  solid  in  it. 
Desirous  to  know  what  it  was,  he  opened 
the  purse,  and  took  out  a  cornelian,  en- 
graven with  imknown  figures  and  characters. 
"  This  cornelian,"  said  the  prince  to  him- 
self, "must  be  something  very  valuable,  or 
my  princess  would  not  carry  it  with  so  much 
care."  It  was  Bedoura's  talisman,*  which 
the  queen  of  Chuia  had  given  her  daughter 
as  a  charm,  that  would  keeji  her,  as  she 
said,  from  any  harm  as  long  as  she  had  it 
about  her. 

The  prince,  the  better  to  look  at  the  talis- 
man, took  it  out  to  the  light,  the  tent  bemg 
dark  ;  and  while  he  was  holding  it  up  in  his 
hand,  a  bird  darted  down  from  the  air  and 
snatched  it  away  from  him. 

The  day  breaking,  the  sultan  ess  Schehe- 
razade said  no  more,  lea^-ing  the  continuation 
of  the  story  to  the  following  night,  when  she 
went  on  thus  : — 


The  Two  Huudred  and  Twenty-Third 
Night. 

Your  majesty  will  easily  conceive  the  con- 
cern and  grief  of  prince  Camaralzaman, 
when  he  saw  the  bird  fly  away  with  the 
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talisman.*  Ho  was  more  troubled  at  it  than 
words  can  express,  and  cursed  liis  unseason- 
able cui'iosity,  by  wliich 
means  his  dear  princess 
had  lost  a  treasure  that 
was  so  precious,  and  so 
valued  by  her. 

The  bird  having  got 
her  prize,  settled  on 
the  ground  not  far  of, 
with  the  talisman  in 
her  month.  The  prince 
drew  near  it,  in  hopis 
she  woidd  drop  it ;  bub 
as  he  apjiroached,  the 
bird  took  wing,  and 
settled  again  on  the 
ground  further  off.  Oa- 
maralzaman  followed 
her,  and  the  bird,  hav- 
ing swallowed  the  talis- 
man, took  a  further 
flight:  the  prince  be- 
ing very  dexterous  at 
a  mark,  thought  to  kiU 
her  with  a  stone,  and 
still  followed  her;  the 
further  she  flew,  the 
more  eager  he  grew  in 
pursuing  her,  keeping 
her  always  in  view. 
Thus  the  bird  di-ew 
him  along  from  hfll 
to     vaUey,     and     val-  ^"^~ 

ley  to  hill,  all  day,  every  step  leadnig  him 
out  of  the  way  from  the  field  where  he  left 
his  camp,  and  the  jirincess  Badonra  :  and 
instead  of  perching  at  night  on  a  bush, 
where  he  might  probably  have  taken  her, 
she  roosted  on  a  high  tree,  safe  from  his 
pursuit.  The  prmce  vexed  to  the  heart  for 
taking  so  miich  pains  to  no  purpose,  thought 
of  returning  to  the  camp;  bnt,  said  he  to 
himself,  which  way  shall  I  return  ?  "  Shall 
I  go  down  the  hills  and  valleys  which  I 
jjassed  over  ?  Shall  I  wander  in  darkness  ? 
and  will  my  strength  bear  me  out?  How 
durst  I  appear  before  my  princess  without 
her  talisman?"  Overwlielmed  with  such 
thoughts,  and  tu-ed  with  the  pursuit,  sleeii 
came  upon  him,  and  he  lay  down  under  a 
tree,  where  he  passed  the  night. 

He  awoke  the  next  morning  before  the 
bu-d  had  left  the  tree  ;  and  as  soon  as  he  saw 
her  on  the  wing,  followed  her  again  that 
whole  day,  with  no  better  success  than  he 
had  done  the  last,  eating  nothing  but  herbs 
and  fruits  all  the  way  as  he  went :  he  did 
the  same  for  ten  days  together,  pursuing  the 
bird,  and  keeping  her  in  his  eye  from  morn- 
ing to  night,  lying  always  under  the  tree 
where  she  roosted.     On  the  eleventh  day  the 

•  Thore  is  an  adventure  like  this  in  tl\c  romance  of 
Peter  of  Provence,  and  the  fair  Magdclena,  which  was 
taken  liom  the  Aiabic, 
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bird  continued  flying,  and  Camaralzaman  ob- 
serving her,  he  came  near  a  great  city.  When 
the  bird  came  to  the 
-»\alls,  she  flew  over 
them,  and  the  prince 
saw  no  more  of  her; 
so  he  despaired  of  ever 
reco\ering  the  princess 
Badoura's  talisman. 

Camaralzaman,  whose 
^utf  was  beyond  ex- 
211  Lesion,  went  into  the 
city,  which  was  built 
on  the  sea  side,  and 
hid  a  fine  port  ;  he 
w  liked  up  and  down 
the  streets  without 
knowing  where  he  was, 
f  1  where  to  stop  :  at 
Ust  he  came  to  the 
\  01 1,  in  as  great  imcer- 
tainty  as  ever  what  he 
should  do.  Walking 
along  the  river  side, 
lie  2)erceived  the  gate 
ot  a  garden  open,  and 
an  old  gardener  at  work 
in  it;  the  good  man 
looking  up,  saw  he  was 
a  stringer  and  a  J\lus- 
sulman;  so  he  asked 
him  to  come  in,  and 
shut  the  door  after 
him 

Can'aralzaman  entered,  and  as  the  garden- 
er bade  him  shut  the  door,  demanded  of  the 
gardener  why  he  was  so  cautious.  "Be- 
cause," rejilied  the  old  man,  "  I  see  you 
ai'e  a  stranger  newly  arrived,  and  a  Mussul- 
man ;  and  this  city  is  inhabited  for  the 
most  part  by  idolaters,  who  have  a  mortal 
aversion  to  us  Mussulmen,  and  treat  those 
few  of  us  that  are  here  with  great  barbarity. 
I  suppose  you  did  not  know  this  ;  and  it  is 
a  miracle  that  you  have  escaj)ed  as  you  have 
thus  far,  these  idolaters  being  very  ajit  to 
fall  upon  the  Mussulmen  that  are  strangers, 
or  to  draw  them  into  a  snare,  unless  those 
strangers  are  instructed  how  to  beware  of 
them.  I  bless  God  who  has  brought  you 
into  a  place  of  safety." 

Camaralzaman  thanked  the  honest  gar- 
dener for  his  advice,  and  the  security  he 
ofi'ered  him  in  his  house  ;  he  woidd  have 
said  more,  bnt  the  good  man  interrupted 
him,  saying,  "  Let  us  leave  complimenting  ; 
j'oii  are  weary,  and  must  want  to  refresh 
yourself.  Come  in  and  rest  yourself . "  He 
conducted  him  into  his  little  hut ;  and  after 
the  prince  had  eaten  heartily  of  what  he  set 
before  him,  with  a  cordiality  that  charmed 
him,  he  requested  him  to  relate  how  he 
came  there. 

Camaralzaman  com]>lied  with  his  request ; 
and  when  he  had  ended  his  story,  without 
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concealing  any  part  of  it,  he  asked  liim 
which  was  the  nearest  way  to  the  king  his 
father's  territories  ;  for  it  is  in  vain  for  me 
to  think  of  finding  my  prmcess  where  I  left 
her,  after  wandering  eleven  days  from  the 
spot,  by  so  extraoi-dinary  an  adventure. 
Ah !  continued  he,  how  do  I  know  she  is 
alive?  and  saying  thus,  he  burst  into  tears. 
The  gardener  replied,  there  was  no  possibility 
of  his  going  thither  by  land,  the  ways  were 
so  difficult,  and  the  journey  so  long :  besides 
there  was  no  accommodation  for  his  subsist- 
ence ;  or,  if  there  were,  he  must  necessarily 
pass  through  the  countries  of  so  many  bar- 
Ijarous  nations,  that  he  would  never  reach 
his  father's.  It  was  a  year's  journey  from 
the  city  where  he  was  to  any  country  inha- 
bited only  by  IMussulmen  ;  that  the  quickest 
passage  for  him  woidd  be  to  go  to  the  isle  of 
Ebene,  whence  he  might  easily  transport 
himself  to  the  Isles  of  the  Childi-en  of  Khale- 
dan  ;  that  a  ship  saUed  from  the  port  every 
year  to  Ebene,  and  he  might  take  that 
opjiortunity  of  returning  to  these  islands. 
"The  ship  dejiarted,"  said' he,  "but  a  few 
days  ago  ;  if  you  had  come  a  little  sooner, 
you  might  have  taken  your  passage  in  it. 
If  you  will  wait  the  year  round,  when  it 
makes  the  voyage  again,  and  will  stay  with 
me  and  accept  of  my  hoiise,  such  as  it  is, 
you  wiU  be  as  welcome  to  it  as  to  your 
own." 

Prince  Camaralzaman  was  glad  he  had  met 
with  such  an  asylum,  iu  a  place,  where  he 
had  no  acquaint- 
ance nor  interest. 
He  accepted  the 
ofier,  and  lived 
Aviththe  gardener 
till  the  time  came 
that  the  ship  was 
to  sail  to  the  Isle 
of  Ebene.  He 
spent  his  time  in 
working  all  day 
in  the  garden, 
and  all  night  in 
sighs,   tears,  and 

complaints,  thinking  of  his  dear  princess 
Badoura.  We  must  leave  him  in  this  place, 
to  return  to  the  princess  whom  we  left  asleep 
in  her  tent. 

THE  STOKY  OF  THE  PRINCESS  BADOURA,  AFTER 
HER  SEPARATION  FKOM  PRINCE  CAMARAL- 
ZAMAN. 

The  princess  slept  a  long  time,  and  when 
she  awoke,  wondered  that  prince  Camaral- 
zaman was  not  with  her ;  she  called  her 
women,  and  asked  them  if  they  knew  where 
he  was.  They  told  her  they  saw  him  enter 
the  tent,  but  did  not  see  him  go  out  again. 
AV  hile  they  were  talking  to  her,  she  took  up 
her  girdle,  found  the  little  yvcc&Q.  open,  and 


that  the  talisman  was  gone.  She  did  not 
doubt  but  Camaralzaman  had  taken  it  to  see 
what  it  was,  and  that  he  woiUd  bring  it 
back  with  him.  She  waited  for  him  impa- 
tiently till  night,  and  covdd  not  imagine 
what  made  him  stay  away  from  her  so 
long. 

"\Vlien  it  was  quite  dark,  and  she  could 
hear  nothing  of  him,  she  fell  into  violent 
grief  ;  she  cursed  the  talisman,  and  him  that 
made  it ;  and,  had  not  she  been  restrained 
by  duty,  would  have  cursed  the  queen  her 
mother,  who  gave  her  such  a  fatal  jiresent. 
She  was  the  more  troubled,  because  she 
could  not  imagine  how  her  talisman  should 
have  caused  the  prince's  separation  from  her; 
she  did  not,  however,  lose  her  judgment, 
and  came  to  a  courageous  resolution,  not 
common  with  persons  of  her  sex. 

She  only  and  her  women  knew  of  the 
prince's  being  gone  ;  for  his  men  were 
reposing  or  asleep  in  their  tents.  The 
princess  fearing  they  would  betray  her,  if 
they  had  any  knowledge  of  it,  moderated  her 
grief,  and  forbid  her  women  to  say  or  do 
anything  that  might  create  the  least  sus- 
picion. She  then  laid  aside  her  habit,  and 
jnit  on  one  of  Prince  Camaralzaman's,  being 
so  like  him,  that  next  day,  when  she  came 
abroad,  his  men  took  her  lor  him. 

She  commanded  them  to  pack  up  their 
baggage  and  begin  their  march  ;  and  when 
all  things  were  ready,  she  ordered  one  of 
her  women  to  go  into  her  littei',  she  her- 
self mounting  on 
horseback,  and 
riding  by  her 
side. 

They  travelled 
several  months 
by  land  and  sea; 
the  princess  con- 
tinuing the  jour- 
ney under  the 
name  of  Camar- 
alzaman. They 
took  the  island 
of  Ebene  in  their 
way  to  the  Isles  of  the  Children  of  Khaledan. 
They  went  to  the  cai)ital  of  the  island  of 
Ebene,  where  a  king  reigned  whose  name  was 
Armanos.  The  persons  who  first  landed, 
giving  out  that  the  ship  can-ied  prince  Cam- 
aralzaman, who  was  returning  from  a  long 
voyage,  and  Avas  forced  in  there  by  a  storm, 
the  news  of  his  arrival  was  presently  carried 
to  court. 

King  Armanos,  accompanied  by  most  of 
his  courtiers,  went  immediately  to  wait  on 
the  prince,  and  met  the  princess  just  as  she 
was  landing,  and  going  to  the  lodging  that 
had  been  taken  for  her.  He  received  her  as 
the  son  of  a  king,  who  was  his  friend,  and 
with  whom  he  always  kept  \\\^  a  good  un- 
derstanding :  he  conducted  her  to  the  palace 
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where  an  apartment  was  prepared  for  lier 
and  all  her  attendants,  though  she  ■woiild 
fain  have  excused  herself,  and  have  lodged 
in  a  private  house.  He  shewed  her  all  pos- 
sible honour,  and  entertained  her  three  days 
together  with  extraoruinary  niagnilicence. 
At  the  end  of  this  time,  King  Armanos, 
imderstanding  that  the  princess,  whom  he 
still  took  for  Prince  Camaralzaman,  talked 
of  going  abroad  again  to  i:)roceed  on  her 
voyage,  charmed  with  the  air  and  qualities 
of  such  an  accomplished  prince  as  he  took 
her  to  be,  he  took  an  opportunity  when  she 
was  alone,  and  spoke  to  her  in  this  manner  : 
' '  You  see,  prince,  that  I  ara  old,  and  cannot 
Jiope  to  live  long;  and,  to  my  great  mor- 
tilication,  I  have  not  a  son  to  whom  I  may 
leave  my  crown.  Heaven  has  only  blest  me 
with  one  daughter,  whose  beauty  cannot  be 
better  matched  than  with  a  prince  of  your 
rank  and  accomplishments.  Instead  of 
going  home,  stay  and  take  her  from  my 
Land,  with  my  crown,  which  I  resign  in 
yom-  favour,  and  stay  with  lis.  It  is  time 
for  me  to  rest,  after  having  so  long  borne 
it  ;  and  nothing  could  be  a  greater  pleasure 
to  me  in  my  retirement,  than  to  see  my 
jieople  ruled  by  so  worthy  a  successor  to  my 
throne. " 

The  siiltaness  Scheherazade  would  have 
gone  on,  but  the  day  appearing,  prevented 
her  :  the  next  night  she  continued  her  story, 
speaking  thus  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty-Fourth 
Night. 

Sir,  the  king  of  the  Isle  of  Ebene's  gene- 
rous o£fer  to  bestow  his  only  daughter  in 
marriage,  and  with  her  his  kingdom,  on  the 
princess  Badoura,  who  could  not  accept  it, 
because  she  was  a  woman,  put  her  into  \\\\- 
expected  perplexity.  She  thought  it  would 
not  become  a  princess  of  her  rank  to  unde- 
ceive the  king,  and  to  own  that  she  was  not 
prince  Camaralzaman,  but  his  wife,  when  she 
assured  him  she  was  he  himself,  and  whose 
part  she  had  hitherto  acted  so  well.  She 
was  also  afraid  to  refuse  the  honour  he  ofier- 
ed  her,  lest  being  so  miich  bent  upon  the 
conclusion  of  the  marriage,  his  kindness 
might  turn  to  aversion  and  hatred,  and  he 
might  attempt  something  even  against  her 
life.  Besides,  she  was  not  sure  whether  she 
might  not  find  prince  Camaralzaman  in  the 
court  of  king  Schahzaman  his  father. 

These  considerations,  added  to  the  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  a  kingdom  for  the  prince 
her  husband,  in  case  she  found  him  again, 
determined  her  to  accept  the  proposal  of 
king  Ai-manos,  and  marry  his  daughter  :  so 
after  having  stood  silent  for  some  minutes, 
she  with  blushes,  which  the  king  took  for  a 
sign  of  modesty,  answered,    "Sii-,  I  am  in- 


finitely obliged  to  your  majesty  for  your 
good  opinion  of  me,  for  the  honour  you  do 
me,  and  the  great  favour  you  offer  me, 
which  I  cannot  pretend  to  merit,  and  dare 
not  refuse." 

' '  But,  sir, "  continued  she, ' '  I  cannot  accept 
this  great  alliance  on  any  other  condition, 
than  that  your  majesty  will  assist  me  with 
your  counsels,  and  that  I  do  nothing  with- 
out having  first  your  approbation." 

The  marriage  treaty  being  thus  concluded 
and  agreed  on,  the  ceremony  was  piit  off 
till  next  day.  In  the  meantime,  princess 
Badoura  gave  notice  to  her  oflicers,  who 
still  took  her  for  prince  Camaralzaman,  what 
she  was  about  to  do,  that  they  might  not  be 
surprised  at  it,  assuring  them  the  princess 
Badoura  consented  to  it.  She  talked  also  to 
her  women,  and  charged  them  to  continue  to 
keep  the  secret  she  had  intrusted  them  with. 

The  king  of  the  Isle  of  Ebenc,  rejoicing 
that  he  had  got  a  son-in-law  so  much  to  his 
satisfaction,  next  morning  summoned  his 
council,  and  acquainted  them  with  his  design 
of  marrying  his  daughter  to  prince  Camaral- 
zaman, whom  he  introduced  to  them ;  and 
having  made  him  sit  down  by  him,  told  them 
he  resigned  the  crown  to  him,  and  required 
them  to  acknowledge  him  for  king,  and 
swear  fealty  to  him.  Having  said  this,  he 
descended  from  his  throne,  and  the  jirincess 
Badoura,  by  his  order,  ascended  it.  As  soon 
as  the  council  broke  iip,  the  new  king  was 
proclaimed  through  the  city,  rejoicings  were 
appointed  for  several  days,  and  couriers 
dispatched  over  aU  the  kingdom  to  see  the 
same  ceremonies  observed  with  the  same 
demonstrations  of  joy. 

At  night  there  were  extraordinary  f  eastings 
at  the  palace,  and  the  princess  Haiatalnefous* 
was  led  to  the  princess  Badoura,  whom 
everybody  took  for  a  man,  dressed  like  a 
royal  bride.  The  wedding  was  solemnised 
with  the  iitmost  splendour ;  they  were  put 
to  bed,  and  left  alone.  In  the  morning,  while 
the  iirincess  Badoura  went  to  receive  the 
compliments  of  the  nobility  in  the  hall  of 
aiidience,  where  they  congratulated  her  on 
her  marriage  and  accession  to  the  throne, 
king  Armanos  and  his  queen  went  to  the 
apartment  of  the  new  queen,  their  daughter, 
and  asked  her  how  she  spent  the  night.  In- 
stead of  answering  them,  she  held  down  her 
head,  and  by  her  looks  they  saw  plainly 
enough  she  was  disajjpointed. 

King  Armanos,  to  comfort  the  princess 
Haiatalnefous,  bid  her  not  Le  troubled. 
"Prince  Camaralzaman,"  said  he,  "when  he 
landed  here,  might  think  only  of  going  to 
his  father's  court.  Though  we  have  engaged 
him  to  stay  by  arguments  with  which  he 
ought  to  be  weU  satisfied,  yet  it  is  probable 

*  This  is  an  Arabic  word,  which  signifies  the  hfe  of  tho 
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he  grieves  at  being  so  suddenly  deprived  of 
the  hopes  of  seeing  either  his  father  or  any  of 
his  family.  You  nnist  wait  till  those  first 
emotions  of  filial  love  are  over ;  he  -will  then 
carry  himself  towards  you  as  a  good  husband 
ought  to  do. " 

The  prhicess  Badoura,  under  the  name  and 
chai-acter  of  prince  Camaralzaman,  and  the 
king  of  Ebene,  spent  the  whole  day  in  receiv- 
ing the  compliments  of  the  courtiers  and 
the  nobility  of  the  kingdom  who  were  in  and 
about  the  city,  and  in  reviewing  the  regular 
troojis  of  her  household ;  and  entered  on  the 
administration  of  afi'airs  as  king  with  so  much 
dignity  and  judgment,  that  gained  her  the 
general  applause  of  aU  who  were  witnesses 
of  her  conduct. 

It  was  evening  before  she  returned  to 
queen  Haiatalnefous's  apartment,  and  she 
perceived  by  the  reception  she  gave  her, 
that  the  bride  was  not  at  all  pleased  with  the 
preceding  night.  She  endeavoured  to  dissi- 
pate her  grief  by  a  long  conversation,  in 
which  she  emjiloyed  all  the  wit  she  had  (and 
she  possessed  a  good  share  of  it)  to  persuade 
her  she  loved  her  entirely  :  she  then  gave 
her  time  to  go  to  bed,  and  while  she  was  un- 
dressing herself,  she  went  to  her  devotions  : 
her  prayers  were  so  long  that  queen  Ilaiatal- 
nefous  was  asleep  before  they  were  ended. 
She  then  left  olf,  and  lay  down  softly  by  the 
new  queen,  without  waking  her,  and  was  as 
much  afflicted  at  her  being  forced  to  act  a 
part  which  did  not  belong  to  her,  as  in  the 
loss  of  her  dear  Camaralzaman,  for  whom  she 
ceased  not  to  sigh.  8he  rose  as  soon  as  it 
was  day,  before  Haiatalnefous  was  awake  : 
and  being  dressed  in  her  royal  robes  as  king, 
went  to  council. 

King  Armanos,  as  he  had  done  the  day 
before,  came  early  to  visit  the  queen  his 
daughter,  whom  he  found  in  tears :  he 
wanted  no  more  to  be  informed  of  the  cause 
of  her  trouble.  Provoked  at  the  contempt, 
as  he  thought,  put  upon  his  daughter,  of 
which  he  coidd  not  imagine  the  reason, 
"Daughter,"  said  he,  "have  patience  for 
another  night.  I  raised  your  husband  to 
the  throne,  and  can  pull  him  down  again, 
and  drive  him  thence  with  shame,  unless  he 
gives  you  the  satisfaction  that  he  ought  to  do. 
His  usage  of  you  has  provoked  me  so  much, 
I  cannot  tell  to  what  my  resentment  may 
transport  me ;  the  affront  is  as  great  to  me 
as  to  you." 

It  was  late  again  before  the  princess 
Badoura  came  to  queen  Haiatalnefous  :  she 
talked  to  her  as  she  had  done  the  night  be- 
fore, and  after  the  same  manner  went  to  her 
devotions,  desiring  the  qiieen  to  go  to  bed. 
But  Haiatalnefous  would  not  be  so  served ; 
she  held  her  back,  and  obliged  her  to  sit 
down  again  :  "What,"  said  she,  "you  think 
to  deal  by  me  this  night  as  you  have  done 
the  two  last ;  tell  me,  I  beseech  you,  what 


can  you  dislike  in  a  princess  of  my  youth 
and  beauty,  who  not  only  loves  1)ut  adores 
you,  and  thinks  herself  the  happiest  of  all 
princesses  of  her  rank  in  having  so  amiable  a 
inince  for  her  husband?  Anybody  but  me 
would  be  not  merely  offended,  but  shocked 
by  the  slight,  or  rather  the  unpardonable 
affront  you  have  i^ut  upon  me,  and  abandon 
you  to  your  evil  destiny.  However,  though 
I  did  not  love  you  so  well  as  I  do,  yet  out  of 
pure  good-nature  and  humanity,  which 
makes  me  pity  the  misfortunes  of  persona 
for  whom  I  am  less  concerned,  I  could  not 
forbear  telling  you,  that  the  king  my  father 
is  enraged  against  you  for  your  carriage  to- 
wards me,  and  to-morrow  will  make  you 
feel  the  marks  of  his  just  anger,  if  you  con- 
tinue to  iise  me  as  you  have  hitherto  done. 
Do  not  therefore  drive  to  despair  a  princess, 
who,  notwithstanding  all  your  ill  usage,  can- 
not help  loving  you." 

This  discourse  embarassed  the  princess 
Badoura  inexpressibly.  She  did  not  doubt 
of  the  truth  of  what  Haiatalnefous  had 
said.  King  Armanos's  coldness  to  her  the 
day  before  had  given  her  but  too  much 
reason  to  see  he  was  highly  dissatisfied  with 
her.  The  only  way  to  justify  her  conduct 
was,  to  communicate  her  sex  to  the  princess 
Haiatalnefous.  But  though  she  had  fore- 
seen she  should  be  under  a  necessity  of 
making  such  a  declaration  to  her,  she  was 
afraid  how  she  woiddtake  it:  but,  consider- 
ing that  if  Camaralzaman  was  alive,  he  must 
necessarily  touch  at  the  Isle  of  Ebene  in  his 
way  to  king  Schahzaman  his  father's  king- 
dom, that  she  ought  to  preserve  herself  for 
his  sake  ;  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  do 
this,  if  she  did  not  let  the  princess  Haiatal- 
nefous know  who  and  what  she  was,  she  re- 
solved to  venture  the  experiment. 

The  princess  Badoura  stood  as  one  that 
was  struck  dumb,  and  Haiatalnefous,  being 
impatient  to  hear  what  she  could  saj',  was 
about  to  S2)eak  to  her  again,  when  she 
stopped  her  by  these  words:  "Lovely  and 
too  charming  jirincess  !  I  own  I  have  been 
in  the  wrong,  and  I  condemn  myself  for  it ; 
but  I  hope  you  wiU  i)ardon  me,  and  keep 
the  secret  I  am  going  to  reveal  to  you  for 
my  justification." 

She  then  opened  her  bosom,  and  iiroceeded 
thus  :  "  See,  princes.?,  if  a  princess,  a  woman 
like  yourself,  does  not  deserve  to  be  for- 
given. I  believe  you  will  be  so  good,  at 
least  when  you  know  my  story,  and  the 
afHictiog  disgrace  that  forced  me  to  act  that 
l^art  yon  see." 

The  princess  Badoura  having  discovered 
herself  entirely  to  the  jn-incess  of  the  Isle  of 
Ebene,  she  again  jjrayed  her  to  keep  the 
secret,  and  to  make  as  if  she  reaUy  was  a 
husband  to  her,  till  the  jirince  Camaralza- 
mau's  arrival,  which  she  hoped  would  be  in 
a  little  time. 


THE  PRINCESS  BADOURA 


25; 


"Princess,"  replied Haiataliicfoiis,  "your 
fortune  is  indeed  strange,  that  a  marriage, 
so  happy  as  yours  was,  should  be  shortened 
by  so  unaccountable  an  accident,  after  a 
passion  so  reciprocal  and  full  of  wonders. 
Pray  Heaven  you  may  meet  with  your  hus- 
band again  soon,  and  assure  yourself  I  will 
keep  religiously  the  secret  committed  to  me. 
It  will  be  to  me  the  greatest  pleasure  in  the 
■world  to  be  the  only  pei'son  in  the  great 
kingdom  of  the  Isle  of  Ebene,  who  knows 
Avhat  and  who  you  are,  while  you  go  on 
governing  the  people  as  happily  as  you 
have  begun.  I  only  ask  of  you  at  present 
to  be  your  friend."  Then  the  two  princesses 
tenderly  embraced  each  other,  and  after  a 
thousand  expressions  of  mutual  friendshiji, 
lay  down  to  rest. 

According  to  the  custom  of  the  country, 
the  tokens  of  the  consummation  of  the  mar- 
riage wei-e  to  be  produced  and  seen  publicly. 
The  two  jirincesses  found  out  a  way  to  get 
over  that  difficulty  :  Queen  Haiatalnefous's 
women  Avere  deceived  themselves  next 
morning,  and  deceived  king  Armanos,  his 
queen,  and  the  whole  court.  From  this 
time  princess  Badoura  i-ose  in  king  Ar- 
manos's  esteem  and  affection,  governing  the 
kingdom  peaceably  and  prosperously  to  his 
and  his  jjeople's  content. 

The  sultaness  of  the  Indies  said  no  more, 
day  appearing  ;  but  the  night  follo^A-ing  she 
contimied  her  discoiu-se  in  these  words  to  the 
sultan  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty-Fiftli 
Night. 

Sir,  while  things  passed  as  already  men- 
tioned in  the  court  of  the  Isle  of  Ebene, 
])rince  Camaralzaman  stayed  in  the  city  of 
idolaters  witk  the  gardener,  who  had  offered 
his  house  for  a  retreat  till  the  ship  sailed  for 
that  island. 

One  morning  when  the  prince  was  up 
early,  and,  as  he  used  to  do,  was  preparing 
to  work  in  the  garden,  the  gardener  pre- 
vented him,  saying,  "This  day  is  a  great 
festival  among  the  idolaters,  and  because 
they  abstain  from  all  work  themselves,  to 
spend  the  time  in  their  assemblies  and  jiub- 
lic  rejoicings,  they  will  not  let  the  Mussul- 
men  work ;  who,  to  gain  their  favour, 
generally  assist  at  their  shows,  which  are 
worth  seeing.  You  will  therefore  have  no- 
thing to  do  to-day  ;  I  leave  you  here.  As 
the  time  approaches,  in  which  the  ship 
iises  to  sail  for  the  Isle  of  Ebene,  I  will  go 
to  see  some  of  my  friends,  and  know  when 
it  will  depart,  and  secure  you  a  j>assage  in 
it."  The  gardener  put  on  his  best  clothes, 
and  went  out. 

When  prince  Camaralzaman  was  alone, 
instead  of  going  out  to  take  part  in  the 


public  joy  of  tlie  city,  the  solitude  he  was 
in  brought  to  his  mind,  with  more  than  usiial 
violence,  the  loss  of  his  dear  princess.  He 
walked  up  and  down  the  garden  sighing  and 
groaning,  till  the  noise  which  two  birds 
made  on  a  neighbouring  tree  tempted  him 
to  lift  up  his  head,  and  stop  to  see  what  was 
the  matter. 

Camaralzaman  was  surprised  to  behold 
a  furious  battle  between  those  two  birds, 
fighting  one  another  with  their  beaks,  and 
that  in  a  very  little  while  one  of  them  fell 
Aovra.  dead  at  the  foot  of  a  tree  :  the  bird 
that  was  victorious  took  wing  again,  and 
flew  away. 

In  an  instant,  two  other  large  birds  that 
had  seen  the  fight  at  a  distance,  came  from 
the  other  side  of  the  garden,  and  pitched  on 
the  ground,  one  at  the  feet  and  the  other 
at  the  head  of  the  dead  bird  :  they  looked 
upon  it  some  time,  shaking  their  heads  in 
token  of  grief  ;  after  which  they  dug  a  grave 
with  their  talons,  and  buried  it. 

When  they  had  filled  up  the  grave  with 
the  earth  they  had  turned  uj)  to  make  it, 
they  flew  away,  and  returned  in  a  few 
minutes,  bringing  with  them  the  bird  that 
had  committed  the  murder,  the  one  holding 
one  of  its  wings  in  its  beak,  and  the  other 
one  of  its  legs ;  the  criminal  all  the  while 
crying  out  m  a  doleful  manner,  and  strug- 
gling to  escape.  They  carried  it  to  the 
grave  of  the  bird  which  it  had  lately  sacri- 
ficed to  its  rage,  and  there  sacrificed  it  in 
just  revenge  for  the  murder  it  had  com- 
mitted. They  with  their  beaks  killed  the 
murderer.  They  then  opened  the  belly,  tore 
out  the  entrails,  left  the  body  on  the  spot 
unburied,  and  flew  away. 

Camaralzaman  remained  in  a  great 
astonishment  all  the  time  that  he  stood 
beholding  this  sight.  He  drew  near  the 
tree  where  this  scene  had  passed,  and  cast- 
ing his  eyes  on  the  scattered  entrails  of  the 
bii-d  that  was  last  killed,  he  spied  something 
red  hanging  out  of  the  stomach.  He  took 
it  up,  and  found  it  was  his  beloved  princess 
Badoura's  talisman,  which  had  cost  him  so 
much  pain  and  sorrow,  and  so  many  sighs, 
since  the  bird  snatched  it  out  of  his  hand. 
"Ah,  cruel  !"  said  he  to  himself,  still  look- 
ing on  the  bird,  "thou  took'st  delight  in 
doing  mischief,  so  I  have  the  less  reason  to 
complain  of  that  which  thou  didst  to  me  : 
but  the  greater  it  was,  the  more  do  I  wish 
well  to  those  that  revenged  my  quarrel  on 
thee,  in  punishing  thee  for  the  murder  of 
one  of  their  own  kind." 

It  is  impossible  to  exjiress  prince  Cama- 
ralzaman's  joy  :  "Dear  princess,"  continued 
he  to  himself,  "this  happy  minute,  which 
restores  to  me  a  treasure  so  precioiis  to  thee, 
is  without  doubt  a  presage  of  our  meeting 
acrain,  and  perhaps  sooner  than  I  think  of. 
Thaidc  Heaven,  who  sent  me  this  good  for- 
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tune,  and  gives  me  the  Lope  of  the  greatest 
felicity  that  my  heart  can  desire." 

Saying  this,  he  kissed  the  talisman, 
■wrapped  it  np  in  a  riband,  and  tied  it  care- 
fully about  his  arm.  Till  now  he  had  been 
.almost  every  night  a  stranger  to  rest,  liis 
trouble  always  keeping  him  awake,  but  next 
night  he  slept  soundly  :  he  rose  somewhat 
later  the  next  morning  than  he  used  to  do, 
put  on  his  working  clothes,  and  Avent  to  the 
gardener  for  orders.  The  good  man  bid  him 
root  up  an  old  tree  which  bore  no  fruit. 

Camaralzaman  took  an  axe,  and  began 
Ms  work.  In  cutting  oif  a  branch  of  the 
root,  he  found  his  axe  struck  against  some- 
thing that  resisted  the  blow,  and  made  a 
great  noise.  He  removed  the  earth,  and 
discovered  a  broad  i>late  of  brass,  under 
which  was  a  staircase  of  ten  steps.  He  went 
down,  and  at  the  bottom  saw  a  cavity  about 
six  yards  square,  with  fifty  brass  urns  placed 
in  order  around  it,  each  with  a  cover  over  it. 
He  opened  them  all,  one  after  another,  and 
there  was  not  one  of  them  which  was  not 
full  of  gold-dust. 
He  came  out  of 
the  cave,  rejoic- 
ing that  he  had 
found  such  a  vast 
treasui'e  :  he  put 
the  brass  plate 
on  the  staircase, 
and  rooted  up  the 
tree  against  the 
gardener's  re- 
turn. 

The  gardener 
had  learned  the 
day   before    that 

the  shiji,  whicli  was  bound  for  the  Isle 
of  Ebene,  woidd  sail  in  a  few  days,  but  the 
certain  time  was  not  yet  fixed.  His  friend 
promised  to  let  him  know  the  day,  if  he 
called  upon  him  on  the  morrow  ;  and  while 
Camaralzaman  was  rooting  up  the  tree,  he 
went  to  have  his  answer.  He  returned  -ft-ith 
a  joyful  countenance,  by  which  the  prince 
guessed  he  brought  him  good  news.  "Son," 
said  the  old  man,  (so  he  always  called  him, 
on  account  of  the  difference  of  years  be- 
tween him  and  the  prince,)  "be  joyful,  and 
prepare  to  emb;irk  in  three  days,  the  ship 
will  then  certainly  set  sail :  I  have  agreed 
with  the  captain  for  yoiu-  jiassage." 

"In  my  present  situation,"  rejilied  Cam- 
aralzaman, "you  coidd  not  brmg  me  more 
agreeable  news  ;  and  in  return,  I  have  also 
tidings  that  will  be  as  welcome  to  you :  come 
along  with  me,  and  you  shall  see  what  good 
fortune  Heaven  has  in  store  for  you." 

The  prince  led  the  gardener  to  the  place 
where  he  had  rooted  up  the  tree,  made  him 
go  down  into  the  cave,  and  when  he  was 
there,  showed  him  what  a  treasure  he  had 
discovei-ed,  thanking  Providence  for  reward- 


ing his  virtue,  and  the  pains  he  had  been  at 
for  so  many  years.  "  What  do  you  mean?" 
rejjlied  the  gardener:  "do  you  imagine  I 
will  take  these  riches  as  mine  ?  The  pro- 
2)erty  of  them  is  your's  ;  I  have  no  right  to 
them.  For  fourscore  years,  since  my  father's 
death,  I  have  done  nothing  but  dig  in  this 
garden,  and  could  not  discover  this  treasure, 
which  is  a  sign  it  v/as  destined  for  you,  since 
God  has  permitted  you  to  find  it.  It  suits 
a  prince  like  you,  rather  than  me  :  I  have 
one  foot  in  the  grave,  and  am  in  no  want  of 
anything.  Providence  has  bestowed  it  upon 
you,  just  when  you  are  returning  to  that 
country,  which  will  one  day  be  your  own, 
where  you  will  make  a  good  use  of  it." 

Prince  Camaralzaman  would  not  be  out- 
done in  generosity  by  the  gardener ;  they 
had  a  long  dispute  about  it.  At  last  the 
prince  solemnly  protested,  that  he  woTiid 
have  none  of  it,  unless  the  gardener  would 
divide  it  with  him,  and  take  half.  The  good 
man,  to  please  the  prince,  consented  ;  so 
they  parted  it  between  them,  and  each  had 
twenty-five  urns. 
Having  thus  di- 
vided it,  "  Son," 
said  the  gardener 
to  the  prince,  "it 
is  not  enough 
that  you  have  got 
thLs  treasure :  we 
must  now  con- 
trive how  to  carry 
it  so  privately 
aboard  a  ship, 
that  nobody  may 
know  anything 
of  the  matter, 
otherwise  you  will  run  the  risk  of  losing  it. 
There  are  no  olives  in  the  Isle  of  Ebene, 
those  that  are  expoi-ted  hence  are  a  good 
commodity  there  :  you  know  I  have  plenty 
of  them  ;  take  what  you  will ;  fill  fifty  pots, 
half  with  the  gold  dust,  and  half  with  olives, 
and  I  AviU  get  them  carried  to  the  ship  when 
you  embark. 

Camaralzaman  followed  this  good  advice, 
and  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  in  packing  up 
the  gold  and  the  olives  in  the  fifty  pots  ;  * 
and  fearing  the  talisman,  which  he  wore  on 
his  arm,  might  be  lost  again,  he  carefully 
put  it  in  one  of  the  pots,  marking  it  with  a 
particidar  mark,  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
other.  When  they  were  all  ready  to  be 
shipped,  night  coming  on,  the  prince  retired 
with  the  gardener,  and,  talking  togethei-,  he 
related  to  him  the  battle  of  the  birds,  with 
the  circumstance  of  that  adventure,  by' 
Avhich  he  had  found  the  princess  Badoura's 
talisman  again.  The  gardener  was  equally 
surprised  and  joyfid  to  hear  it  for  his  sake. 

*  Tills  incident  is  also  much  the  same  in  the 
romance  of  I'eter  of  Provence  and  the  fair  Mag- 
delena. 
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Whether  the  old  man  was  tiuite  worn  out 
■with  age,  or  had  exhausted  himself  too  much 
that  day,  the  gardener  had  a  very  bad  uight. 
ITe  grew  worse  the  next  day  ;  and  on  the 
third  day,  when  the  prince  was  to  embark, 
was  so  ill,  that  it  was  plain  ho  was  nigh  his 
end.  As  soon  as  day  broke,  the  captain  of 
the  ship  came  in  iierson,  with  several  sea- 
men, to  the  gardener's ;  they  knocked  at  the 
garden-door,  and  Camaralzaman  opened  it 
to  them.  They  asked  him  where  the  pas- 
senger was  that  was  to  go  with  him.  The 
prince  answered,  "  I  am  he  ;  the  gardener 
who  agreed  with  you  for  my  passage  is  sick, 
and  caimot  be  spoken  ^\'ith.  Come  in,  and 
let  your  men  carry  those  pots  of  olives 
and  my  baggage  aboard  for  me ;  I  will 
only  take  leave  of  the  gardener,  and  follow 
you." 

The  seamen  took  up  the  pots  and  the  bag- 
gage, and  the  captain  bid  the  prince  make 
haste,  the  wind  being  fair,  and  they  stayed 
for  nothing  but  him. 

When  the  cajjtain  and  his  men  were  gone, 
Camaralzaman  went  to  the  gardener  to  take 
his  leave  of  him,  and  thank  him  for  all  his 
good  offices  ;  but  he  found  him  in  the  ago- 
nies of  death,  and  had  scarce  time  to  bid 
him  rehearse  the  articles  of  his  faith,  which 
all  good  ;Mussidmen  do  before  they  die. 
The  gardener  did  this,  and  expired  in  his 
presence. 

The  prince  being  under  the  necessity  of 
embarking  immediately,  hastened  to  pay 
the  last  duty  to  the  deceased.  He  washed 
his  body,  buried  him  in  his  own  garden, 
(for  the  Mahometans  had  no  cemetery  in  the 
city  of  the  idolaters,  where  they  were  only 
tolerated,)  and,  having  nobody  to  assist  him, 
it  was  almost  evening  before  lie  had  put  him 
in  the  ground.  As  soon  as  he  had  done  it, 
he  ran  to  the  water-side,  carrying  with  him 
the  key  of  the  garden,  designing,  if  he  had 
time,  to  give  it  to  the  landlord ;  otherwise 
to  deposit  it  in  some  trusty  jierson's  hand 
before  witness,  that  he  might  have  it  after 
he  was  gone.  When  he  came  to  the  port, 
he  was  told  the  ship  sailed  several  hours  be- 
fore he  came,  and  was  already  out  of  sight. 
It  stayed  three  hoiu'S  for  him,  and  the  wind 
standing  fair,  the  captain  durst  not  stay 
longer. 

Scheherazade  would  have  continued  her 
discom-se,  but  daylight  breaking  in,  she  was 
obhged  to  give  over  for  the  present.  At 
night  she  resumed  the  story  of  prince  Ca- 
maralzaman's  adventures,  saying  to  the  sul- 
tan of  the  Indies  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty-Sixth 
Night. 

It  is  easy,  sii-,  to  imagine  that  prince  Cama- 
ralzaman  was   exceedingly   grieved   to    be 


forced  to  stay  longer  in  a  country  where  he 
neither  had  nor  wished  to  have  any  acquaint- 
ance ;  to  think  that  he  must  wait  another 
twelvemonth  for  the  opportunity  he  had 
lost.  But  the  greatest  atlliction  of  all  was, 
his  having  let  go  the  princess  Badoura's  talis- 
man, which  he  now  gave  over  for  lost.  The 
only  course  that  was  left  for  him  to  take 
was,  to  return  to  the  garden  from  whence 
he  came,  to  rent  it  of  the  landlord,  and  to 
continue  to  cultivate  it  by  himself,  deploring 
his  misery  and  misfortimes.  He  hired  a  boy 
to  help  him  to  do  some  part  of  the  drudgery, 
that  he  might  not  lose  the  other  half  of  the 
treasure,  which  came  to  him  by  the  death  of 
the  gardener,  who  died  without  heirs :  he  put 
the  gold  dust  in  fifty  other  pots,  which  he 
lilled  up  with  olives,  to  be  ready  against  the 
time  of  the  ship's  return. 

While  prince  Camaralzaman  began  another 
year  of  labour,  sorrow,  and  impatience,  the 
ship,  having  a  fair  wind,  continued  her 
voyage  to  the  Isle  of  Ebene,  and  happily  ar- 
rived at  the  capital  city. 

The  palace  being  by  the  sea-side,  the  new 
king,  or  rather  the  princess  Badoiu-a,  espy- 
ing the  ship  as  she  was  entering  into  the 
port,  with  all  her  flags,  asked  what  vessel  it 
was  ;  she  was  answered,  that  it  came  annu- 
ally from  the  city  of  the  idolaters,  and 
generally  was  richly  laden. 

The  princess,  who  always  had  prince 
Camaralzaman  in  her  mind  amidst  the  glories 
which  surrounded  her,  imagined  that  prince 
might  be  aboard,  and  resolved  to  go  aboard 
the  shiji  and  meet  him,  without  discovering 
herself  to  bim,  (for  she  doubted  whether  he 
would  know  her  again,)  but  to  observe  him, 
and  take  proper  measures  for  their  making 
themselves  mutually  knowTr.  Under  pre- 
tence .  of  inquiring  what  merchandise  was 
aboard,  and  having  the  first  sight  of  the 
goods,  and  choosing  the  most  valuable  for 
herself,  she  commanded  a  horse  to  be 
brought,  which  she  mounted,  and  rode  to  the 
port,  accompanied  by  several  officers  in 
waiting  at  that  time,  and  arrived  at  the  port 
just  as  the  captain  came  ashore.  She  ordered 
him  to  be  brought  before  her,  and  asked 
whence  he  came,  how  long  he  had  been  on 
his  voyage,  and  what  good  or  bad  fortune 
he  had  met  with  in  it ;  if  he  had  no  stranger 
of  quality  aboard,  and  particularly  with  what 
his  shiji  was  laden. 

The  captain  gave  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
all  her  demands  ;  and  as  to  passengers,  as- 
sured her  there  were  none  but  merchants  in 
his  ship,  who  used  to  come  every  year,  and 
bring  rich  stuffs  from  several  parts  of  the 
world  to  trade  with,  the  finest  linens, 
painted  and  plain,  diamonds,  musk,  amber- 
gris, camphire,  civet,  spices,  drugs,  olives, 
and  many  other  articles. 

The  princess  Badoura  loved  olives  ex- 
tremely :  when  she  heard  the  captain  speak 
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of  tliem,  "Land  tliem,"  said  she  ;  "  I -will 
take  them  off  your  hands.  As  to  the  other 
goods,  tell  the  merchants  to  bring  them  to 
me,  and  let  me  see  them  before  they  dispose 
of  them,  or  shew  them  to  any  one." 

The  captain,  taking  her  for  the  king  of 
the  Isle  of  Ebene,  replied,  "  Sire,  there  are 
fifty  great  pots  of  olives,  but  they  belong  to 
a  merchant  whom  I  was  forced  to  leave  be- 
hind. I  gave  him  notice  myself  that  I 
staj-ed  for  him,  and  waited  a  long  time,  but 
he  not  coming,  and  the  wind  oifering,  I  was 
afraid  of  losing  it,  and  so  set  sail."  The 
princess  answered,  "No  matter;  bring  them 
ashore  ;  we  will  make  a  bargain  for  them 
however." 

The  captain  sent  his  boat  aboard,  and  in 
a  little  time  it  returned  with  the  pots  of 
olives.  The  princess  demanded  how  much 
the  fifty  pots  might  he  worth  in  the  Isle  of 
Ebene.  "  Sir,"  said  the  captain,  "the  mer- 
chant is  very  poor,  and  your  majesty  will  do 
him  a  singiilar  favour  if  you  give  him  a 
thousand  pieces  of  silver." 

"To  satisfy  him,"  replied  the  jjrincess, 
"  and  because  you  tell  me  he  is  poor,  I  will 
order  you  a  thousand  jiieces  of  gold  for  him, 
which  do  you  take  care  to  give  him."  The 
money  was  accordingly  paid,  and  the  pots 
carried  to  the  palace  in  her  presence. 

Night  drawing  on,  the  princess  withdrew 
into  the  inner  palace,  and  went  to  the  prin- 
cess Haiatalnefous's  apartment,  ordering  the 
fifty  pots  of  olives  to  be  broiight  thither. 
She  opened  one  to  let  the  princess  Haiatal- 
uefous  taste  them,  and  to  taste  them  herself, 
and  poui-ed  them  into  a  dish.  Great  was 
her  astonishment  when  she  found  the  oKves 
were  mingled  with  gold-dust.  "Whan  can 
this  mean  ?  "  said  she,  "  it  is  wonderful  be- 
yond comprehension."  Her  curiosity  in- 
creasing by  so  extraordinary  an  adventure, 
she  ordered  Haiatahiefous's  women  to  open 
and  empty  aU  the  pots  in  her  presence  ;  and 
her  wonder  was  still  greater,  when  she  saw 
that  the  olives  in  all  of  them  were  mixed 
with  gold-dust ;  but  when  she  saw  her  talis- 
man drop  out  of  that  in  which  the  prince 
had  put  it,  she  was  so  surprised,  that  she 
fainted  awaj'.  The  princess  Haiatalnefous 
and  her  women  recovered  the  princess 
Badoura,  by  throwing  cold  water  in  her  face. 
AVhen  she  recovered  her  senses,  she  took  the 
talisman,  and  kissed  it  again  and  again ; 
but  not  being  willing  that  the  jirincess 
Haiatalnefous's  women,  who  were  ignorant 
of  her  disguise,  should  hear  what  she  said, 
and  it  growing  late,  she  dismissed  them. 
"Princess,"  said  she  to  Haiatalnefous,  as 
soon  as  they  were  gone,  ' '  you,  who  have 
heard  my  story,  to  be  sure  guessed  it  -v^-as  at 
the  sight  of  the  talisman  that  I  fainted. 
This  is  that  talisman  and  the  fatal  cause  of 
my  losing  my  dear  husband,  prince  Camaral- 
zaman  ;  but  as  it  was  that  which  caused  our 


Heparation,  so  I  foresee  it  will  be  the  means 
of  our  approaching  meeting." 

The  next  day,  as  soon  as  it  was  light,  she 
sent  for  the  captain  of  the  ship  ;  and  when 
he  came,  spoke  to  him  thus  :  "I  want  to 
know  something  more  of  the  merchant  to 
whom  the  olives  belong,  that  I  bought  of 
you  yesterday.  I  think  you  told  me  you 
left  him  behind  you  in  the  city  of  idolaters  : 
can  you  teU  me  what  he  does  there  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sire,"  replied  the  captain,  "I  can 
speak  on  my  own  knowledge.  I  agreed  for 
his  passage  with  a  very  old  gardener,  who 
told  me  I  should  find  him  in  his  garden 
where  he  worked  under  him.  He  shewed 
me  the  place,  and  for  that  reason  I  told 
your  majesty  he  was  i:)oor.  I  went  thither 
to  call  him.  I  told  him  what  haste  I  was 
in,  spoke  to  him  myself  in  the  garden,  and 
cannot  be  mistaken  in  the  man." 

"If  what  you  say  is  true,"  replied  the 
princess  Badoura,  "you  miist  set  sail  this 
very  day  for  the  city  of  idolaters,  and  letch 
me  that  gardener's  man,  who  is  my  debtor ; 
else  I  will  not  only  confiscate  all  your  goods 
and  those  of  your  merchants,  but  your  and 
their  lives  shall  answer  for  his.  I  have 
ordered  my  seal  to  be  put  on  the  warehouses 
where  they  are,  which  shall  not  be  taken  off 
till  you  bring  me  that  man  :  this  is  aU  I 
have  to  say  to  you ;  go,  and  do  as  I  com- 
mand you." 

The  captain  coidd  make  no  reply  to  this 
order,  the  disobeying  of  which  would  be  a 
very  great  loss  to  him  and  his  merchants. 
He  acquainted  them  with  it;  and  they 
hastened  him  away  as  fast  as  they  could, 
after  he  had  laid  in  a  stock  of  provisions 
and  fresh  water  for  his  voyage.  They  were 
so  diligent,  that  he  set  sail  the  same  day. 
He  had  a  prosperous  voyage  to  the  city  of 
the  idolaters,  where  he  ai-rived  in  the  night. 
When  he  was  got  as  near  the  city  as  he 
thought  convenient,  he  would  not  cast 
anchor,  but  let  the  ship  ride  oft'  shore  ;  and 
gouig  into  his  boat,  with  six  of  his  stoutest 
seamen,  he  landed  a  little  way  off  the  port, 
whence  he  went  directly  to  Camaralzaman's 
garden. 

Though  it  was  about  midnight  when  he 
came  there,  the  prince  was  not  asleep.  His 
separation  from  the  fair  princess  of  China, 
his  wife,  afllicted  him  as  usual.  He  cursed 
the  minute  in  Avhich  his  curiosity  tempted 
him  to  touch  the  fatal  girdle. 

Thus  did  he  pass  those  hours  which  are 
devoted  to  rest,  when  he  heard  somebody 
knock  at  the  garden-door ;  he  ran  hastily  to 
it,  half  dressed  as  he  was  ;  but  he  had  no 
S()0ner  opened  it,  but  the  captain  and  the 
seamen  took  hold  of  him,  and  carried  him 
by  force  on  board  the  boat,  and  so  on  ship- 
board, where  as  soon  as  he  was  safely  lodged, 
they  set  sail  immediately,  and  made  the 
best  of  their  way  to  the  Isle  of  Ebeue. 


THE  PRINCESS  DADOURA. 
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Hitherto  Camaralzamaii,  the  captain,  and 
his  men,  had  not  said  a  word  to  one  another ; 
at  List  the  prince  broke  silence,  and  asked 
the  captain,  whom  he  knew  again,  why 
they  had  taken  him  away  liy  force  ?  The 
cajitain  in  his  turn  demanded  of  the  prince, 
whetlier  he  was  not  a  debtor  of  the  king  of 
Ebcnc  ?  "  I,  the  king  of  Kbene's  debtor  !  " 
rc]»lied  Camaralzaman  in  amazement ;  "I  do 
not  know  him  ;  I  had  never  anything  to  do 
■with  him  in  my  life,  and  never  set  foot  in 
his  kingdom."  The  captain  answered, 
"  You  shoidd  know  that  better  than  I :  you 
M'ill  talk  to  him  yourself  in  a  little  while  ; 
till  then,  stay  here  and  have  patience." 

Scheherazade  was  obliged  to  stop  here, 
the  sidtan  of  the  Indies  rising  to  attend  to 
his  usual  business.  She  resumed  the  story 
at  uight,  and  thus  went  on  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  aud  Twenty-Seventh 
Night. 

Sir,  I  have  told  your  majesty  how  prince 
Camaralzaman  was  taken  out  of  his  garden, 
and  carried  on  board  ship  forcibly.  The 
captain  was  not  long  on  his  voyage  back  to 
the  Isle  of  Ebene.  Though  it  was  night 
when  he  cast  anchor  in  the  port,  he  landed 
immediately,  and  taking  prince  Camaral- 
zaman A^ith  him,  hastened  to  the  palace, 
where  he  demanded  to  be  introduced  to  the 
king. 

The  princess  Badoura  was  withdrawn  into 
the  inner  palace  :  however,  as  soon  as  she 
had  heard  of  the  captain's  return,  and  Ca- 
maralzaman's  arrival,  she  came  out  to  speak 
to  him.  As  soon  as  she  cast  her  eyes  on  the 
prince,  for  whom  she  had  shed  so  many 
tears,  she  knew  him  in  his  gardener's  habit. 
As  for  the  prince,  who  trembled  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  king,  as  he  thought  her,  to  whom 
he  was  to  answer  for  an  imaginary  debt,  it 
could  not  enter  into  his  thoughts,  that  the 
])erson  whom  he  so  earnestly  desired  to  see, 
stood  before  him.  If  the  princess  had  fol- 
lowed the  dictates  of  her  inclination,  she 
woidd  have  run  to  him,  and,  by  embracing, 
discovered  herself  to  him  ;  but  she  put  a 
constraint  on  herself,  believing  that  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  both  that  she  should  act 
the  part  of  a  king  a  little  longer  before  she 
made  herself  known.  She  contented  herself 
for  the  present  to  put  him  into  the  hands  of 
an  officer,  who  was  then  in  waiting,  charging 
him  to  take  care  of  him,  and  use  him  well, 
till  next  day. 

When  the  i)rincess  Badoura  had  provided 
for  prince  Camaralzaman,  she  turned  about 
to  the  captain,  whom  she  was  now  to  reward 
for  the  important  service  he  had  done  her. 
She  commanded  another  officer  to  go  imme- 
diately and  take  the  seal  off  the  warehouse 
where  his  and  his  merchants'  goods  were, 


and  gave  him  a  rich  diamond,  worth  much 
more  than  the  expense  he  had  been  at  in 
both  his  voyages.  She  besides  bid  him  keep 
the  thousand  pieces  of  gold  she  had  given 
him  for  the  pots  of  olives,  telling  him  she 
woidd  make  up  the  account  with  the  mer- 
chant whom  he  had  brought  with  him. 

This  done,  she  retired  to  the  princess  of 
the  Isle  of  Ebene's  apartment,  to  whom  she 
commimicated  her  joy,  praying  her  to  keep 
the  secret  still.  She  told  her  how  stie  in- 
tended to  manage  the  discovering  of  herself 
to  prince  Camaralzaman,  and  giving  the 
kingdom  to  him  ;  adding,  there  was  so  vast 
a  difference  between  a  gardener  and  a  great 
prince,  as  he  is,  that  it  may  be  dangerous  to 
raise  him  at  once  from  the  lowest  condition 
of  the  people  to  the  highest  degree,  however 
justice  required  it  should  be  done.  The 
princess  of  the  Isle  of  Ebene  was  so  far  from 
betraying  her,  that  she  rejoiced  Avith  her, 
and  entered  into  the  design,  assuring  her  she 
woidd  with  the  greatest  pleasure  contribute 
to  it  all  that  lay  in  her  power,  and  that  she 
had  oidy  to  say  what  she  would  desire  of 
her. 

The  next  morning  the  princess  of  China 
ordered  prince  Camaralzaman  to  be  con- 
ducted early  to  the  bath,  and  then  apparelled 
in  the  robes  of  an  emir  or  governor  of  a 
province.  She  commanded  him  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  conned,  where  his  fine  person 
and  majestic  air  drew  all  the  eyes  of  the 
lords  there  present  upon  him. 

The  princess  Badoura  herself  was  charmed 
to  see  him  again,  as  lovely  as  she  had  often 
seen  him,  and  that  pleasm-e  inspired  to  speak 
the  more  warmly  in  his  praise.  When  she 
addressed  herself  to  the  council,  having 
ordered  the  prince  to  take  his  seat  among 
the  emirs,  she  spoke  to  them  thus :  ' '  Jtly 
lords,  Camaralzaman,  whom  I  have  advanced 
to  the  same  dignity  with  you,  is  not  imwor- 
thy  the  jilace  assigned  him.  I  have  known 
enough  of  him  in  my  travels  to  answer  for 
him,  and  I  can  assure  you  he  will  make  his 
merit  known  to  all  of  you,  as  well  Ijy  his 
valour,  as  by  a  thousand  other  briiiiant 
qualities,  and  the  extent  of  his  genius." 

Camaralzaman  was  extremely  amazed  to 
hear  the  king  of  the  Isle  of  Eljene,  whom  he 
was  far  from  taking  for  a  woman,  much  less 
for  his  dear  princess,  name  him,  and  declare 
that  he  knew  him,  while  he  thought  himself 
certain  he  had  never  seen  him  before  in  his 
life.  He  was  much  more  surprised  when  he 
heard  him  praise  him  so  excessively.  Those 
]iraises,  however,  from  the  mouth  of  majesty, 
did  not  disconcert  him,  though  he  received 
them  with  such  modesty,  as  shewed  that  he 
deserved  them,  and  did  not  grow  vain  ripon 
it.  He  prostrated  himself  before  the  throne 
of  the  king,  and  rising  again,  "Sire,"  said 
he,  "  I  want  words  to  exjiress  my  gratitnde 
to  your  majesty  for  the  honour  you  have 
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done  me  :  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  ren- 
der mj-self  wortliy  of  your  royal  favour." 

From  the  council-board  the  prince  was 
conducted  to  a  palace,  which  the  princess 
Badoura  had  ordered  to  be  fitted  up  for 
him  ;  where  he  found  ofiicers  and  domestics 
ready  to  obey  his  commands,  a  stable  full 
of  fine  horses,  and  everything  suitable  to  the 
quality  of  an  emir.  When  he  w^as  in  his 
closet,  the  steward  of  his  household  brought 
him  a  strong  box  full  of  gold  for  his  expenses. 

The  less  he  conceived  whence  came  his 
great  good  fortune,  the  more  he  admired  it, 
but  never  once  imagined  that  he  owed  it  to 
the  princess  of  China. 

Two  or  three  days  after,  the  princess  Ba- 
doura, that  he  might  be  nearer  her  person, 
and  in  a  more  distinguished  post,  made  him 
high  treasurer,  which  office  became  lately 
vacant.  He  behaved  himself  in  his  new 
charge  with  so  much  integrity,  yet  obliging 
everybody,  that  he  not  only  gained  the 
friendship  of  the  great,  but  also  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  by  his  uprightness  and 
bounty. 

C'amaralzaman  had  been  the  happiest  man 
in  the  woidd,  to  see  himseK  in  so  high  favour 
with  a  foreign  king  as  he  conceived,  and  in- 
creasing in  the  esteem  of  all  his  subjects,  if 
he  had  had  his  princess  with  him.  In  the 
midst  of  this  good  fortune  he  never  ceased 
lamenting  her,  and  grieved  that  he  could 
hear  no  tidings  of  her,  especially  in  a  coun- 
try where  she  must  necessarily  have  come 
in  her  way  to  his  father's  court,  after  their 
separation,  so  afflicting  to  both.  He  had 
mistrusted  something,  had  the  princess 
Badoura  stUl  gone  by  the  name  of  C'amaral- 
zaman, which  she  took  with  his  habit ;  but 
on  her  accession  to  the  throne,  she  changed 
it,  and  took  that  of  Armanos,  in  honour  of 
the  old  king,  her  father-in-law.  She  was 
known  now  only  by  the  name  of  the  young 
king  Armanos.  There  were  very  few  cour- 
tiers who  knew  that  she  had  ever  been  caUed 
Camaralzaman,  which  name  she  assumed 
when  she  arrived  at  the  court  of  the  Isle  of 
Ebene  :  nor  had  Camaralzaman  so  much 
acquaintance  with  any  of  them  yet,  to  in- 
form lumsclf  further  of  her  history. 

The  princess,  fearing  he  might  do  it  in 
time,  and  desiring  that  he  should  owe  the 
discovery  of  herself  to  herself  onlj',  resolved 
to  put  an  end  to  her  own  torments  and  his  ; 
for  she  had  observed,  that  as  often  as  she 
discoursed  with  him  about  the  affairs  of  his 
office,  he  fetched  such  deep  sighs,  as  could 
be  addressed  to  nobody  but  her.  She  herself 
lived  in  such  a  constraint,  that  she  could 
endure  it  no  longer.  Add  to  this  the  friend- 
Bhip  of  the  emirs  and  courtiers,  the  zeal  and 
affection  of  the  people  ;  in  a  word,  every- 
j  thing  contributed  to  her  putting  the  crown 
of  the  Isle  of  Ebene  on  his  head,  without 
.  any  obstacle. 


The  princess  Badoura  had  no  sooner  taken 
this  resolution  with  the  princess  Haiatalne- 
fous,  than  she  the  same  day  took  prince 
Camaralzaman  aside,  saying,  "I  must  talk 
with  you  about  an  affair,  Camaralzaman, 
which  requii-es  much  consideration,  and  on 
which  I  want  your  advice.  As  I  do  not  see 
how  it  can  be  done  so  conveniently  as  in  the 
night,  come  hither  in  the  evening,  and  leave 
word  at  home  not  to  be  waited  for ;  I  will 
take  care  to  provide  you  a  bed." 

Camaralzaman  came  punctually  to  the 
palace  at  the  hour  appointed  by  the  princess ; 
she  took  him  with  her  into  the  inner  apart- 
ment, and  havmg  told  the  chief  eunuch,  who 
prepared  to  follow  her,  she  had  no  occasion 
for  his  service,  and  that  he  should  only  keep 
the  door  shut,  she  carried  him  into  a  dif- 
ferent apartment  from  that  of  the  princess 
Haiatalnefous,  where  she  used  to  sleep. 

When  the  prince  and  princess  entered 
the  chamber,  where  there  was  a  bed,  she 
shut  the  door,  and  taking  the  talisman  out 
of  a  little  box,  gave  it  to  Camaralzaman, 
saying,  "It  is  not  long  since  an  astrologer 
presented  me  with  this  tahsman ;  you  being 
skiLfid  in  aU  things,  may  perhaps  tell  me 
its  use." 

Camaralzaman  took  the  talisman,  and 
drew  near  a  lamp  to  view  it.  As  soon  as  he 
recollected  it,  with  an  astonishment  which 
gave  the  princess  great  pleasure,  "Sii-e," 
said  he  to  the  prince,  "your  majesty  asked 
me  what  this  talisman  is  good  for.  Alas ! 
it  is  only  good  to  kdl  me  with  grief  and 
despair,  if  I  do  not  quickly  find  the  most 
charming  and  lovely  princess  in  the  world, 
to  whom  it  belonged,  whose  loss  it  was  the 
occasion  of  to  me  by  a  strange  adventure, 
the  very  recital  of  which  will  move  your 
majesty  to  pity  such  an  unfortunate  hus- 
band and  lover,  if  you  wiU  have  patience  to 
hear  it." 

"  You  shall  teU  me  that  another  time," 
replied  the  princess;  "I  am  very  glad  to 
tell  you  I  know  something  of  it  already  ; 
stay  here  a  little,  and  I  will  return  to  you  in 
a  moment." 

At  these  words  she  went  into  her  closet, 
put  off  her  royal  turban,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  dressed  herself  Uke  a  woman  ;  and 
having  the  girdle  round  her,  which  she  had 
on  the  day  of  their  separation,  she  entered 
the  chamber. 

Prmce  Camaralzaman  immediately  knew 
his  dear  princess,  ran  to  her,  and  tenderly 
embraced  her,  crying  out,  ' '  How  much  I 
am  obliged  to  the  king  who  has  so  agreeably 
surprised  me  !  "  "Do  not  expect  to  see  the 
king  any  more,"  replied  the  princess,  em- 
bracing him  in  her  turn,  with  tears  in  her 
eyes  ;  "  you  see  him  in  mo ;  sit  down,  and  I 
will  explain  this  enigma  to  you." 

They  s  t  dowm,  and  the  princess  told  the 
prince  the  resolution  she  came  to,  in  the 
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fluid  where  they  encamped  the  last  time 
they  were  together,  as  soon  as  she  perceived 
she  waited  for  him  to  no  purpose  ;  how  she 
went  through  with  it  till  she  arrived  at  the 
Isle  of  Ebene,  where  she  had  been  obliged 
to  marry  the  princess  Haiatalnefous,  and 
accept  of  the  crown,  which  king  Armanos 
cll'ered  her  as  a  condition  of  the  marriage  : 
how  the  princess,  whose  merit  she  highly 
extolled,  took  her  declaration  of  her  sex  : 
and  how  she  found  the  talisman  in  the  pots 
of  olives  mingled  with  the  gold-dust,  which 
she  bought,  and  how  the  finding  it  was  the 
cause  of  her  sending  for  him  from  the  city  of 
the  idolaters. 

When  she  had  done  telling  her  adventure, 
she  obliged  the  prince  to  tell  her  by  what 
accident  the  talisman  occasioned  their  sepa- 
ration. He  satisfied  her  inquiries  ;  and 
when  he  had  done,  he  upbraided  her  in  the 
kindest  expressions  for  her  cruelty  in  mak- 
ing him  languish  so  long  without  her  ;  she 
excused  herself  with  the  reasons  already 
related  ;  after  which,  it  growing  late,  they 
Avent  to  bed. 

Scheherazade  seeing  the  day  begin  to  dawn, 
said  no  more,  but  the  following  night  she 
continued  the  story  thus  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty-Eightli 
Night. 

Sir,  the  princess  Badoura  and  prince  Cama- 
ralzaman  rose  next  morning  as  soon  as  it 
was  light,  but  the  jjrincess  would  no  more 
put  on  her  royal  robes  as  king ;  she  dressed 
herself  in  the  dress  of  a  woman,  and  then 
sent  the  chief  eunuch  to  king  Armanos,  her 
father-in-law,  to  desire  he  would  give  him- 
self the  trouble  to  come  to  her  apartment. 

When  the  king  entered  the  chamber,  he 
was  amazed  to  see  there  a  lady  that  was 
unknown  to  him,  and  the  high  treasurer 
with  her,  who  was  not  jjcrmitted  to  come 
within  the  inner  palace,  nor  any  of  the  lords 
of  the  court.  He  sat  down  and  asked  where 
the  king  was. 

The  princess  answered,  "Yesterday I  was 
king,  sir,  and  to-day  I  am  only  princess  of 
China,  wife  to  the  true  prince  (Jamaralza- 
man,  the  triie  son  of  king  Schahzaman.  If 
your  majesty  will  have  patience  to  hear  both 
our  stories,  I  hope  you  will  not  condemn  me 
for  putting  an  innocent  deceit  upon  you." 
The  kmg  bid  her  go  on,  and  heard  her  dis- 
course from  the  beginning  to  the  end  with 
astonishment.  The  princess  finishing  it,  said 
to  him,  "  .Sir,  though  in  our  religion  women 
do  not  easily  comply  with  the  liberty  assumed 
by  men  to  have  several  wives  ;  yet  if  your 
majesty  will  consent  to  give  your  daughter 
the  princess  Haiatalnefous  in  marriage  to 
prince  Camai'alzaman,  I  will  with  all  my 
heart  yield  up  to  her  the  rank  and  quality  of 


queen,  which  of  right  belongs  to  her,  and 
content  myself  with  the  second  place.  If  this 
precedence  was  not  her  due,  I  would,  how- 
ever, give  it  her,  after  the  obligation  I  have 
to  her  for  keeping  my  secret  so  generously. 
If  yoiu-  majesty  refers  it  to  her  consent,  I 
am  sure  of  that,  having  already  consulted 
her ;  and  I  will  ]iass  my  word  that  she  will 
be  very  M'ell  satisfied." 

King  Armanos  listened  to  the  princess 
with  astonishment,  and  when  she  had  done, 
turned  about  to  prince  Camaralzaman,  say- 
ing, "Since  the  princess  Badoura,  your  wife, 
whom  I  have  all  along  thought  to  be  my  son- 
in-law,  through  a  deceit  of  which  I  cannot 
complain,  assures  me,  that  she  wiU  divide 
your  bed  with  my  daughter,  I  have  nothing 
more  to  do,  but  to  know  of  you  if  you  are 
willing  to  marry  her,  and  accept  of  the 
crown,  which  the  princess  Badoura  would 
deservedly  wear  as  long  as  she  lived,  if  she 
did  not  quit  it  out  of  love  to  you.  "Sir," 
replied  prince  Camaralzaman,  "  though  I 
desire  nothing  so  earnestly  as  to  see  the  king 
my  father,  yet  the  obligations  I  have  to  your 
majesty  and  the  princess  Haiatalnefous  are 
so  weighty  I  can  refuse  her  nothing."  Cama- 
ralzaman was  jiroclaimed  king,  and  married 
the  same  day  with  all  possible  demonstra- 
tions of  joy ;  and  had  every  reason  to  be 
well  pleased  with  the  princess  Haiatalnefous' 
beauty,  wit,  and  love  for  him. 

The  two  queens  lived  together  afterwards 
on  the  same  friendly  terms,  and  in  the  same 
cordiality  as  they  had  done  before,  both  be- 
ing contented  with  king  Camaralzaman's 
equal  carriage  towards  them,  and  they  alter- 
nately were  taken  to  his  bed. 

The  next  year  each  brought  him  a  son  at 
the  same  time,  and  the  births  of  the  two 
princes  were  celebrated  with  extraordinary 
rejoicings  :  the  first,  which  the  princess 
Badoura  was  delivered  of,  king  Camaralza- 
man called  Amgiad  (most  glorious  ;)  and  the 
other,  which  was  born  of  queen  Haiatalne- 
fous, Assad  (most  happy. ) 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  PRINCES  AMGIAD  AND 
ASS^U). 

The  two  princes  were  brought  up  with 
great  cai-e ;  and,  when  they  were  old  enough, 
had  the  same  governor  and  the  same  in^ruc- 
tors,  in  the  arts  and  sciences  which  king 
Camaralzaman  woxdd  have  them  learn,  and 
the  same  master  for  each  exercise.  The 
friendship,  which  from  their  infancy  they 
conceived  for  each  other,  occasioned  an 
uniformity  of  manners  and  inclinations, 
which  increased  it.  When  they  were  of  an 
age  to  have  separate  households,  they  loved 
one  another  so  tenderly,  that  they  begged 
king  Camaralzaman  to  let  them  live  toge- 
ther. He  consented  to  it.  So  they  had  the 
same   domestics,    the   same   equipages,  the 
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same  aiiartment,  and  the  same  table.  Ca- 
niaralzaman  had  formed  so  good  an  opinion 
of  their  capacity  and  integrity,  that  he  made 
no  scniple  of  admitting  them  into  his  coun- 
cil at  eighteen  years  old,  and  letting  them, 
by  turns,  preside  there,  while  he  himself 
ti)ok  the  diversion  of  hunting,  or  amused 
himself  with  his  queens  at  his  houses  of 
jjleasure. 

The  two  princes  being  equally  handsome 
and  well  made  from  their  infancy,  the  two 
queens  loved  them  with  incredible  tender- 
ness, yet  so,  that  the  princess  Badoura  had 
a  greater  kindness  for  prince  Assad,  queen 
Haiatalnefous'  son,  than  for  her  own ;  and 
queen  Haiatalnefous  loved  Amgiad,  the 
jirincess  Badoura's  son,  lietter  than  her  own 
son  Assad. 

The  two  queens  thought  at  first  that 
inclination  was  nothing  but  a  friendship 
which  proceeded  from  an  excess  of  their 
own  friendship  for  each  other,  which  they 
still  preserved  :  but  as  the  two  princes 
advanced  in  years,  that  friendship  turned  to 
a  violent  love,  when  they  appeared  in  their 
eyes  to  possess  graces  that  blinded  their 
reason.  They  knew  how  criminal  their  pas- 
sion was,  ami  did  all  they  could  to  resist  it; 
but  the  familial-  intercourse  with  them,  and 
the  habit  of  admiring,  praising,  and  carress- 
ing  them  from  their  infancy,  which  they 
could  not  leave  off  when  they  grew  up, 
inflamed  their  desires  to  such  a  height,  that 
they  could  neither  eat,  cb-ink,  nor  sleep.  It 
was  their  and  the  ^irinces'  ill  fortune,  that 
the  latter,  being  used  to  be  so  treated  by 
them,  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  their 
infamous  passion. 

The  two  queens  had  not  concealed  from 
each  other  this  passion,  but  had  not  the 
boldness  to  declare  it  verbally  to  each  of 
the  princes  she  loved :  they  at  last  resolved 
to  do  it  by  a  billet,  and  availed  themselves 
of  king  Camaralzamau's  absence  to  execute 
their  wicked  design,  when  he  was  gone  on 
a  hunting  party  for  three  or  foiu*  days. 

Prince  Amgiad  presided  at  the  council  on 
the  day  of  king  Camaralzamau's  departure, 
and  aclmiuistered  justice  till  two  or  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  when  he  returned 
to  the  palace  from  the  council  chamber,  an 
eunuch  took  him  aside,  and  gave  him  a 
bill(?t  from  queen  Haiatalnefous  :  Amgiad 
took  it,  and  read  it  with  horror.  "Traitor," 
said  he  to  the  eunuch,  as  soon  as  he  had 
read  it  tlu-ough,  "is  this  the  fidelity  thou 
owest  thy  master  and  thy  king?  "  At  these 
Avords  he  drew  his  sabre,  and  cut  oil'  his 
head. 

Having  done  this  in  a  transjiort  of  anger, 
he  ran  to  the  princess  Badoura  his  mother, 
shewed  her  the  billet,  told  her  the  contents 
of  it,  and  from  whom  it  came.  Instead  of 
hearkening  to  him,  she  fell  into  a  jjassion 
herself,  and  said,   "  Son,  it  is  all  a  calumny 


and  imposture;  queen  Haiatalnefous  is  a 
very  discreet  princess,  and  you  are  very 
bold  to  talk  to  me  against  her  after  this 
rate."  The  prince,  enraged  at  his  mother, 
cried,  "You  are  both  equally  wicked,  and 
were  it  not  for  the  respect  I  owe  my  father, 
this  day  shoidd  have  been  the  last  of 
Haiatalnefous's  life." 

Queen  Badoura  might  have  imagined  by 
the  example  of  her  son  Amgiad,  that  prince 
Assad,  who  was  not  less  virtuous,  would  not 
receive  moi-e  favouraljly  a  declaration  of 
love  like  that  which  had  been  made  to  his 
brother.  Yet  that  did  not  hinder  her  per- 
sisting in  so  abominable  a  design ;  she  the 
next  day  wrote  him  a  billet,  which  she  trusted 
to  an  old  woman  who  had  access  to  the 
palace,  to  convey  to  him. 

The  old  woman  watched  her  opportunity 
to  give  it  him  as  he  was  coming  from  the 
councU-chamber,  where  he  presided  that  day 
in  his  turn  ;  the  prince  took  it,  and  reading 
it,  fell  into  such  a  I'age,  that,  without  giving 
himself  time  to  finish  it,  he  drew  his  sabre, 
and  punished  the  old  woman  as  she  deserved. 
He  ran  presently  to  his  mother  queen  Haia- 
talnefous's apartment  with  the  billet  in  his 
hand ;  he  would  have  shewn  it  to  her,  but 
she  did  not  give  him  time,  crying  out,  "  [ 
know  what  you  mean ;  you  are  as  imi^er- 
tinent  as  your  brother  Amgiad ;  begone  ! 
and  never  come  into  my  presence  again." 

Assad  stood  as  one  thimderstruck  at  these 
words,  which  he  never  expected.  He  was  so 
transported  with  rage,  that  he  had  like  to 
have  given  very  fatal  demonstrations  of  his 
anger  ;  but  he  contained  himself,  and  with- 
drew without  making  any  reply,  fearing,  if 
he  stayed,  he  might  say  something  unworthy 
the  greatness  of  his  soul.  Amgiad  had  not 
mentioned  to  him  the  billet  which  he  re- 
ceived the  jn-eceding  day,  and  iinding  by 
what  his  mother  had  said  to  him  that  she 
was  altogether  as  criminal  as  queen  Haia- 
talnefous, he  went  to  his  brother,  to  chide 
him  for  not  communicating  the  hated  secret 
to  him,  and  to  mingle  his  sorrow  Avith  his. 

The  two  queens,  rendered  desjjcrate  by 
finding  in  the  two  princes  so  much  virtue, 
which  shoidd  have  had  an  influence  on 
them,  renounced  all  sentiments  of  nature 
and  mothers,  and  conspired  together  to  de- 
stroy them  :  they  made  their  women  believe 
the  two  princes  had  attempted  their  virtue  : 
they  counterfeited  the  matter  to  the  life  by 
their  tears,  cries,  and  curses;  and  lay  in  the 
same  bed,  as  if  the  resistance  they  pretended 
to  have  made  had  reduced  them  almost  to 
death's  door. 

But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  day  appears, 
and  prevents  me  saying  more  at  this  time. 
She  ceased  t  and  the  next  night  continued 
the  stoi-y  in  this  manner,  addressing  herself 
to  the  sidtan  of  the  Indies  : — 
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Sir,  we  left  the  two  unnatural  queens 
yesterday  resolved  on  destroying  the  two 
princes  their  sons.  When  Camarakaman 
returned  to  the  palace  from  hunting,  he  was 
very  much  surprised  to  lind  them  in  bed 
together,  all  in  tears,  acting  desjjondency  so 
well,  that  he  was  toTiched  with  compassion. 
He  asked  them  with  earnestness  what  had 
happened  to  them. 

At  this  question  the  dissembling  queens 
wept  and  sobbed  more  bitterly  than  before ; 
and  after  he  had  jiressed  them  again  and 
again  to  tell  him,  queen  Badoura  at  last 
answered  him  :  "Sir,  our  grief  is  so  well 
founded,  that  we  ought  not  to  see  the  light 
of  the  sun,  nor  live  a  daj"^,  after  the  vio- 
lence that  has  been  offered  us  by  the  unpa- 
ralleled brutality  of  the  prmces  your  sons. 
They  formed  a  horrid  design,  encouraged 
by  your  absence,  and  had  the  boldness  and 
insolence  to  attemjit  our  honour.  Your  ma- 
jesty will  excuse  us  from  saying  any  more  ; 
you  may  guess  the  rest  by  our  affliction." 

The  king  sent  for  the  two  princes,  and 
had  killed  them  both  with  his  own  hand,  if 
old  king  Armanos  his  father-in-law,  who  was 
by,  had  not  held  his  hand.      "  Son,"  said  he, 


what  are  you  going  to  do?  Will  you  stain 
your  hands  and  your  palace  with  your  own 
blood  ?  There  are  other  ways  of  punishing 
them,  if  they  are  really  guilty." 

He  endeavoured  thus  to  appease  him,  and 
desired  him  to  examine  whether  they  did 
indeed  commit  the  crime  of  which  they  were 
accused. 

It  was  no  hard  thing  for  Camaralzaman 
to  be  so  much  master  of  himself,  as  not  to 
butcher  his  own  children  :  he  ordered  them 
to  be  put  under  arrest,  and  sent  for  an  emir 
called  Giondar,  whom  he  commanded  to 
carry  them  out  of  the  city,  and  put  them  to 
death,  at  a  great  distance,  and  in  what  place 
he  pleased,  but  not  to  see  him  again,  unless 
he  brought  their  clothes  with  him,  as  a  token 
of  his  having  executed  his  orders. 

Giondar  travelled  with  them  all  night, 
and  early  next  morning  made  them  alight, 
teUing  them,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  the 
commands  he  had  received.  "  Believe  me, 
princes,"  said  he,  "it  is  a  trying  duty  im- 
jiosed  on  me  by  your  father,  to  execute  this 
cruel  order :  would  to  Heaven  I  could  avoid 
it !  "  The  princes  replied,  "  Do  your  duty, 
we  know  well  you  are  not  the  cause  of  our 
deaths,  and  forgive  you  with  all  our  hearts." 

Then  they  embraced,  and  bade  each  other 
the  last  adieu  with  so  much  tenderness,  that 
it  was  a  long  time  before  they  could  leave 


one  another's  arms.  Prince  Assad  was  the 
first  who  prepared  himself  for  the  fatal 
stroke.  "  Begin  with  me,  Giondar,"  said  he, 
"  that  I  may  not  liave  the  trouble  to  see  my 
dear  brother  Amgiad  die."  Amgiad  opposed 
it ;  and  Giondar  could  not,  without  weeping 
more  than  before,  be  witness  of  this  dispute 
between  them ;  which  shewed  how  perfect 
and  sincere  their  friendship  was. 

At  last  they  thus  determined  the  contest, 


desiring  Giondar  to  tie  them  together,  and 
put  them  in  the  most  convenient  posture 
for  him  to  give  them  the  fatal  stroke  at  one 
blow.  "  Do  not  refuse  the  comfort  of  dying 
together  to  two  unfortunate  brothers,  who 
from  their  birth  have  shared  everything, 
even  their  innocence,"  said  the  generous 
princes. 

Giondar  granted  their  request :  he  tied 
them  to  each  other,  breast  to  breast:  and 


2C2 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


when  lie  bad  i)lacecl  them  so  as  he  thought 
he  might  strike  the  blow  with  more  surety, 
and  cut  off  their  heads  at  once,  he  asked 
them  if  they  had  anything  to  command  him 
before  they  died. 

"  We  have  only  one  thing  to  desire  of 
you,"  replied  the  princes ;  "  which  is,  to 
assure  the  king  our  father  at  your  retiu-n, 
that  we  are  innocent ;  but  that  we  do  not 
charge  him  with  our  deaths,  knowing  he  is 
not  well  informed  of  the  truth  of  the  crime 
with  which  we  are  accused." 

Giondar  promised  to  do  what  they  woidd 
have  him,  and  drew  his  sabre  :  his  horse 
being  tied  to  a  tree  just  by,  started  at  the 
sight  of  the  sabre,  which  glittered  against 
the  sun,  broke  his  bridle,  and  ran  away 
Avith  all  speed  into  the  country. 

He  was  a  very  valuable  good  horse,  and 
so  richly  harnessed,  that  the  emir  coidd  not 
bear  the  loss  of  him.  This  accident  so  trou- 
bled him,  that  instead  of  beheading  the  two 
princes,  he  threw  away  his  sabre,  and  ran 
after  his  horse  to  catch  him  again. 

The  horse  gallopped  on  before  him,  and 
led  him  several  miles  out  of  his  way  into  a 
wood.  Giondar  followed  him,  and  the 
horse's  neighing  roused  a  lion  that  was 
asleep.  The  Hon  started  up,  and  instead  of 
running  after  the  hoi-se,  made  directly  to- 
wards Giondar,  who  thought  no  more  of  his 
horse,  but  how  to  save  his  life  and  avoid  the 
lion.  He  ran  into  the  thickest  of  the  wood, 
the  lion  keeping  him  in  Anew,  pursuing  him 
among  the  trees.  In  this  exti-emity  he  said 
to  himself,  "  Heaven  had  not  punished  me 
in  this  manner,  but  to  shew  the  innocence 


of  the  ijriuces  Avhom  I  Avas  commanded  to 
put  to  death ;  and  noAV,  to  my  misfortune, 
I  have  not  my  sabre  to  defend  myself." 

"WTiile  Giondar  was  gone,  the  two  princes 
were  seized  with  a  violent  thirst,  occasioned 
by  the  fear  of  death,  notwithstanding  their 
noble  resolution  to  submit  to  the  king  their 
father's  cmel  order. 

Prince  Amgiad  told  the  prince  his  brother 
there  was  a  spring  not  far  off.  "  Ah  I  bro- 
ther," said  Assad,  "we  have  so  little  time 
to  Hve,  Avhat  need  have  Ave  to  quench  our 
thii-st  ?      We  can  bear   it   a   few   minutei 


Amgiad,  taking  no  notice  of  his  brother's 
remonstrance,  unbound  himself,  and  iinbound 
the  prince  his  brother  whether  he  Avould  or 
no.  They  went  to  the  spring,  and  having 
refreshed  themselves,  heard  the  roaring  of 
the  lion.  They  also  heard  Giondar's  dread- 
ful cries  in  the  wood  where  he  and  the  hor?e 
Avere.  Amgiad  took  up  Giondar's  sabre 
which  lay  on  the  ground,  saying  to  Assad, 

"Come,  brother,  let  us  go  and  help  poor 
Giondar ;  perhaps  we  may  arrive  soon 
enough  to  deliver  him  from  the  danger  in 
which  he  now  is." 

The  two  princes  ran  to  the  wood,  and 
entered  it  just  as  the  lion  was  going  to  fall 
on  Giondar.  The  beast,  seeing  i)rince 
Amgiad  advancing  towards  him  with  a 
sabre  in  his  hand,  left  his  pi'ey,  and  came 
against  him  Avith  fury.  The  prince  met  him 
intrepidly,  and  gaA'e  him  a  blow  so  forcibly 
and  dexterously,  that  it  felled  him  to  the 
ground. 

When  Giondar  saAV  that  he  OAved  hi.s  life 


to  the  two  piinccs,  he  threAV  himself  at  their 
feet,  and  thauLtd  them,  for  the  gic.it  obli- 
gation he  had  to  them,  in  Avords  which  suf- 
ficiently shewed  his  gratitude.     "  rrinces," 


said  he,  rising  up  and  tissing  their  hands 
A\ith  tears  m  his  eyes,  "God  forbid  that 
ever  1  should  attempt  anything  against  your 
lives,  after  you  have  so  kindly  and  bravely 
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saved  mine.  It  shall  never  be  said,  that 
the  einir  Giondar  was  guilty  of  such  ingrati- 
tude." 

"The  service  we  have  done  you,"  an- 
swered the  princes,  "ought  not  to  hinder 
you  from  executing  the  orders  you  have  re- 
ceived ;  let  us  first  catch  your  horse  again, 
and  then  return  to  the  place  where  you  left 
us."  They  were  at  no  great  trouble  to  take 
the  horse,  whose  mettle  was  abated  with 
running.  When  they  had  restored  him  to 
Giondar,  and  were  near  the  fountain,  they 
begged  of  him,  and  argued  with  him  to  do 
as  their  father  had  commanded  him;  but  all 
to  no  pur])ose.  "  I  only  take  liberty  to  de- 
sire you,"  said  Giondar,  "and  I  pray  you 
not  to  deny  me,  that  you  will  divide  my 
clothes  between  you,  and  give  me  your's, 
and  go  to  such  a  distance,  that  the  king 
your  father  may  never  hear  of  you  more." 

The  princes  were  forced  to  comply  with 
his  recpiest.  Each  of  them  gave  him  his 
clothes,  and  covered  themselves  with  what 
he  could  spare  them  of  his.  He  also  gave 
them  all  the  money  he  had  about  him,  and 
took  leave  of  them. 

When  the  emir  Giondar  parted  from  the 
jirinces,  he  passed  through  the  wood,  Avhere 
Amgiad  had  killed  the  lion,  in  whose  blood 
he  dipped  their  clothes  :  which  having  done, 
he  prt>cueded  on  his  way  to  the  capital  city 
of  the  Isle  of  Ebene. 

At  his  arrival  there,  king  Camaralzaman 
asked  if  he  had  done  what  he  ordered  him. 
Giondar  rejilied,  "  See,  sir,  the  proofs  of  my 
obedience;"  giving  him,  at  the  same  time, 
the  princes'  clothes. 

"  How  did  they  take  the  punishment  I 
commanded  to  be  executed  on  them?" 
Giondar  answered,  "With  wonderful  con- 
staucj^,  sir,  and  resignation  to  the  decrees  of 
Heaven,  which  shewed  how  sincerely  they 
made  jjrofession  of  their  religion :  but  par- 
ticularly with  great  respect  towards  yoiir 
majesty,  and  an  inconceivable  submission 
to  the  sentence  of  death.  '  We  die  inno- 
cent, '  said  they  ;  '  but  we  do  not  murmur ; 
we  take  our  death  from  the  hand  of  Heaven, 
and  forgive  oiu-  father ;  for  we  know  very 
well  he  has  not  been  rightly  informed  of  the 
truth.'" 

Camaralzaman,  sensibly  touched  at  emir 
Gioudar's  relation,  bethought  himself  of  put- 
ting his  hand  in  their  pockets  :  he  began 
with  prince  Amgiad's,  where  he  foimd  a  bd- 
lefc  open,  which  he  read.  He  no  sooner 
knew  that  queen  Haiatalncfous  writ  it,  as 
well  by  a  lock  of  her  hair  which  was  in  it, 
and  by  the  hand-writing,  but  he  was  chilled 
with  horror.  He  then,  trembling,  put  his 
hand  into  that  of  Assad ;  and  finding  there 
fjueen  Badoura's  billet,  his  surprise  was  so 
great  and  sudden,  that  he  fainted. 

The  sultaness  Scheherazade  perceiving,  as 
she  spoke  these  words,  that  day  began  to 


dawn,  gave  over  speaking,  and  deferred  the 
continuation  of  the  story  till  the  next  night : 
when  she  resumed  it  in  the  following  man- 
ner, and  said  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies  : — 
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Ste,  never  was  grief  equal  to  Camaralza- 
man's  when  he  was  i-ecovered  from  his  fit. 
"Barbarous  father,"  cried  he,  "what  hast 
thou  done?  Thou  hast  murdered  thy  own 
children,  thy  innocent  children  !  Did  not 
their  wisdom,  their  modesty,  their  obedience, 
their  submission  to  thy  will  in  all  things, 
their  virtue,  all  plead  in  their  behalf  ?  Blind 
and  insensible  father  !  dost  thou  deserve  to 
live  after  the  execrable  crime  thou  hast  com- 
mitted? I  have  brought  this  abomination 
on  my  own  head  ;  and  Heaven  chastises  mi; 
for  not  persevering  in  that  aversion  to 
women  in  which  I  was  born.  And  oh,  yc 
detestable  wives  !  I  will  not,  no  I  will  not, 
as  ye  deserve,  wash  off  the  giiilt  of  your  sins 
with  your  blood  ;  ye  are  imworthy  of  my 
rage ;  but  perdition  seize  me  if  ever  I  see 
you  more ! " 

King  Camaralzaman  was  a  man  of  too 
much  religion  to  break  his  vow  :  he  com- 
manded the  two  qiieens  to  be  lodged  in 
separate  apartments  that  very  day,  where 
they  were  kept  under  strong  guards,  and 
he  never  saw  them  again  as  long  as  he 
lived. 

While  the  king  of  the  Isle  of  Ebene 
afflicted  himself  for  the  loss  of  the  princes 
his  sons,  whose  death  he  thought  he  had 
been  the  author  of,  by  his  too  rashly  con- 
demning them,  the  royal  youths  wandered 
through  deserts,  endeavouring  to  avoid  all 
places  that  wore  inhabited,  and  to  meet  any 
human  creature.  They  lived  on  herbs  and 
wild  fruits,  and  drank  only  foiU  rain-water, 
which  they  found  in  the  crevices  of  the 
rocks.  They  slept  and  watched  by  turns  at 
night,  for  fear  of  wild  beasts. 

When  they  had  travelled  about  a  month, 
they  came  to  the  foot  of  a  frightful  moun- 
tain, of  black  stones,  and  to  all  appearance 
inaccessible.  They  at  last  espied  a  sort  of 
path,  but  so  narrow  and  difficult,  that  they 
durst  not  venture  up  it.  This  obliged  them 
to  go  along  by  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  in 
hopes  to  find  a  more  easy  way  to  reach  the 
top  of  it.  They  went  aljout  it  five  days, 
but  could  see  nothing  like  a  path,  so  they 
were  forced  to  return  to  that  which  they  had 
neglected.  They  still  thought  it  would  be 
in  vain  for  them  to  attempt  going  up  by  it ; 
they  deliberated  what  they  should  do  a 
long  time ;  and  at  last,  encouraging  one 
another,  resolved  to  ascend  the  hiU. 

The  more  they  advanced,  they  thought  it 
was  the  higher  and  the  more  steep,  which 
made   them  think  several  times  of  giving 
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over  their  enterprise.  Wlieii  the  one  was 
weary,  the  other  stopped,  and  they  took 
breath  together ;  sometimes  they  were  both 
so  tired,  that  they  wanted  strength  to  go 
further :  then,  despairing  of  being  able  to 
reach  the  toj»,  they  thought  they  must  lie 
down  and  die  of  f«,tigue  and  weariness.  A 
few  minutes  after,  when  they  found  they 
recovered  strength,  they  animated  each 
other,  and  went  on. 

Notwithstanding  all  their  endeavours,  and 
their  courage  and  perseverance,  they  coidd 
not  get  to  the  toji  that  day  :  night  came  on, 
and  prince  Assad  was  so  tired  and  sjient, 
that  he  stopped,  and  said  to  prince  Anigiad, 
"Brother,  I  can  go  no  further;  I  am  just 
dying."  "Let  us  rest  ourselves,"  replied 
prince  Amgiad,  "as  long  as  you  will,  and 
have  a  good  heart ;  it  is  but  a  little  way  to 
the  top,  and  the  moon  befriends  us." 

They  rested  themselves  about  half  an  hour, 
and  then  Assad  made  a  new  effort,  and  once 
more  ascended  what  remained  of  the  way  to 
the  mountain's  summit,  where  they  both  at  last 
arrived,  and  lay  down.  Amgiad  rose  first, 
and  advancing,  saw  a  tree  at  a  little  dis- 
tance :  he  went  to  it,  and  found  it  was  a 
pomegranate-tree  with  large  fruit  iipon  it, 
and  a  spring  at  the  foot  of  it  :  he  ran  to  his 
brother  Assad  to  tell  him  the  good  news, 
and  conduct  him  to  the  tree  by  the  fountain 
side.  They  refreshed  themselves  there  by 
eating  each  a  pomegranate,  after  which  they 
fell  asleep. 

When  they  awoke  next  morning,  "Come, 
brother,"  said  Amgiad  to  Assad,  "let  lis  go 
on  ;  T  see  the  mountain  is  easier  to  be  tra- 
velled over  on  this  side  than  the  other  ;  all 
our  way  now  is  down  hill ;  "  but  Assad  was 
so  tired  witli  the  last  day's  fatigue,  that  he 
wanted  three  days'  rejwse  to  recover  himseH. 

They  spent  them  as  they  had  done  many 
before,  in  discoursing  on  their  mothers' 
inordinate  passion,  which  had  reduced  them 
to  such  a  deplorable  state:  "But,"  said 
they,  "  since  Heaven  has  so  visibly  declared 
itself  in  our  favoiu-,  we  ought  to  bear  it  with 
patience,  and  comfort  ourselves  with  hopes 
that  we  shall  see  an  end  of  it." 

After  having  rested  three,  days,  the  two 
brothers  continued  their  travels.  As  the 
mountain  on  that  side  was  composed  of 
eeveral  stages  of  extensive  fields,  they  were 
live  days  in  descending  it,  before  they  came 
into  the  plain.  They  then  discovered  a 
great  city,  at  which  they  rejoiced.  "Bro- 
ther," said  Amgiad  to  Assad,  "are  not  you 
of  my  opinion,  that  you  should  stay  in  some 
place  out  of  the  city,  where  I  may  find  you 
again,  while  I  go  and  learn  the  language, 
and  inform  myself  what  is  the  name  of  tlie 
city  V  in  what  country  we  are  ?  and  when  I 
come  back,  I  will  bring  provisions  with  me. 
It  may  not  be  safe  for  us  to  go  there  to- 
gether." 


"Brother,"  replied  Assad,  "your  advice 
is  both  safe  and  prudent,  and  I  ajiprove  of 
what  you  say  ;  but  if  one  of  us  must  part 
from  the  other  on  that  account,  I  will  not 
suffer  it  shall  be  you  ;  you  must  allow  me 
to  go,  or  what  shall  I  siiffer,  if  any  ill  acci- 
dent shoidd  happen  to  you  ?  " 

"But,  brother,"  answered  Amgiad,  "the 
same  ill  accident  you  fear  for  me,  I  have  as 
much  reason  to  be  afraid  of  for  you ;  I  en- 
treat you  to  let  me  go,  and  do  you  stay  here 
with  patience."  "  I  will  never  yield  to  it," 
said  Assad;  "if  any  ill  hapjieu  to  me,  it 
will  be  some  comfort  to  think  you  are  safe." 
Amgiad  was  forced  to  submit,  and  Assad 
going  towards  the  city,  he  stayed  imder  the 
trees  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

Prince  Assad  took  the  purse  of  money 
which  Amgiad  had  in  charge,  and  went  for- 
ward towards  the  city.  He  had  not  gone 
far  in  the  first  street,  before  he  met  with  a 
reverend  old  man  with  a  cane  in  his  hand  : 
he  was  neatly  dressed,  and  the  prince  took 
him  for  a  man  of  note  in  the  place,  who 
would  not  put  a  trick  upon  him ;  so  he  ac- 
costed him  thus  :  "Pray,  my  lord,  which  is 
the  way  to  the  market-place?"  The  old 
man  looked  on  prince  Assad,  smiling  : 
"Child,"  said  he,  "it  is  jjlain  you  are  a 
stKanger,  or  you  would  not  have  asked  that 
question  of  me." 

"  Yes,  my  lord,  I  am  a  stranger,"  replied 
Assad.  The  old  man  answered,  "  You  are 
welcome  then  ;  our  country  wiU  be  honoured 
by  the  presence  of  so  handsome  a  young  man 
as  you  are  :  tell  me  what  business  you  have 
at  the  market-place." 

"  My  lord,"  replied  Assad,  "it  is  near  two 
months  since  my  brother  and  I  set  out  from 
our  own  country,  which  is  a  great  way  from 
hence  :  we  have  not  ceased  travellnig,  and 
Ave  arrived  here  but  to-day.  My  brother, 
tired  with  such  a  long  journey,  stays  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  and  I  am  come  to  buy 
some  jirovision  for  him  and  me." 

"Son,"  said  the  old  man,  "  you  could  not 
have  come  in  a  better  time,  and  I  am  glad 
of  it,  for  your  and  your  brother's  sake  :  I 
made  a  feast  to-day  for  some  friends  of  mine, 
and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  victuals  left  \\\\- 
touched  :  come  along  with  me  ;  you  shall 
eat  as  much  as  you  please ;  and  when  you 
have  done,  I  will  give  you  enough  to  last 
yo\ir  brother  and  you  several  days  :  do  not 
spend  your  monej^  when  there  is  no  occa- 
sion for  it ;  travellers  arc  always  in  want  of 
it.  While  you  are  eating,  I  will  give  you  an 
account  of  oiir  city,  which  nobody  can  do 
better  than  myself,  who  have  borne  all  the 
honourable  offices  in  it.  It  is  well  for  you 
that  you  happened  to  light  ujion  me  ;  for  I 
must  tell  yoii,  all  our  citizens  cannot  so  well 
help  and  inform  you  as  I  can  :  I  can  assure 
you  some  of  them  are  very  wicked.  Come 
along,  you  shall  see  the  difierencc  between  a 
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real  honest  man,  as  1  ;uii,  and  such  as  b^ast 
of  being  so,  and  are  not." 

"  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you,"  replied 
Assad,  "for  your  good  will  towards  me; 
T  put  myself  entirely  into  your  hands, 
and  am  ready  to  go  with  you  where  you 
please." 

The  old  man  laughed  in  his  sleeve  to 
think  he  had  got  the  prince  in  his  clutches  ; 
and  as  he  walked  by  the  side  of  him,  and  all 
the  way,  lest  he  should  perceive  it,  talked  of 
various  subjects,  to  preserve  the  favourable 
opinion  Assad  had  of  him.  "  Among  other 
things,"  said  he,  "it  must  be  confessed  you 
were  very  fortiuiate  to  meet  with  me,  rather 
than  with  any  other  man.  I  thank  God  I 
met  with  you :  you  will  know  why  I  say  it 
when  you  come  to  my  house." 

Thither  they  came  ere  it  was  long,  and  the 
old  man  introduced  Assad  into  a  hall,  where 
were  forty  such  old  fellows  as  himself,  who 
made  a  circle  round  a  flaming  fire,  which 
thej'  adored.  The  prince  was  not  more 
seized  with  horror  at  the  sight  of  so  many 
men  mistakenly  adoring  the  creature  for  the 
Creator,  than  with  fear  of  finding  him- 
self betrayed  and  in  such  an  abominable 
place. 

While  Assad  stood  motionless  with  asto- 
nishment, the  old  cheat  saluted  the  forty 
gray-headed  men.  ' '  Devout  adorers  of  lire, " 
said  he  to  them,  "this  is  a  haj^py  day  for 
us.     Where  is  Gazban?  Call  him." 

He  spake  these  words  aloud,  and  a  negro, 
who  waited  at  the  lower  end  of  the  hall, 
2n'eseutly  came  up  to  him.  This  black  was 
Gazban  ;  who,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  discon- 
solate Assad,  imagined  for  what  he  was 
called.  He  ran  to  him  immediatelj^  knocked 
him  down,  and  bound  his  hands  with  won- 
derful activity.  When  he  had  done,  "Carry 
him  down,"  said  the  old  man,  "and  fail  not 
to  order  my  daughters,  Bostama,  and  Cav- 
ama,  to  give  him  every  day  a  good  bas- 
tinado, with  a  loaf  morning  and  night  for 
his  subsistence  :  this  is  enough  to  keep  him 
alive  till  the  next  shijj  departs  for  the  blue 
sea  and  the  fiery  mountain.  He  shall  be 
offered  up  an  agreeable  sacrifice  to  our 
divinity." 

The  sidtaness  stopped  here  for  that  time, 
being  interrupted  by  the  approach  of  morn- 
ing :  the  next  night  she  continued  her  dis- 
course to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies  as  fol- 
lows : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Thirty-First 
Night. 

Sra,  as  soon  as  the  old  man  had  given  the 
cruel  order  I  spoke  of  yesterday,  Gazban 
hurried  iirince  Assad  under  the  hall,  through 
several  doors,  till  they  came  to  a  dungeon, 
down  to  which  led  twenty  steps  ;  there  he 


left  him  in  chains  of  prodigious  weight  and 
bigness,  fastened  to  his  feet.  When  he  had 
done,  he  went  to  give  the  old  man's  daughters 
notice  of  it  ;  but  their  father  had  before 
sent  for  them,  and  given  them  their  instruc- 
tions himself.  "Daughters,"  said  he  to 
them,  ' '  go  down  and  give  the  Mussulman  I 
just  now  brought  in  the  bastinado,  as  you 
know  how  to  do  it :  do  not  sj)are  him  ;  you 
cannot  better  shew  your  zeal  for  the  worship 
of  the  fire." 

Bostama  and  Cavama,  who  were  bred  up 
in  their  hatred  to  Musselmen,  received  this 
order  with  joy.  They  descended  into  the 
dungeon  that  very  moment,  stripped  Assad, 
and  bastinadoed  him  unmercifully,  till  the 
blood  issiied  out  of  his  wounds,  and  he  was 
almost  dead.  After  this  cruel  execution, 
they  put  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  pot  of  water 
by  him,  and  retired. 

Assad  did  not  come  to  himself  again  for  a 
long  time  ;  when  he  did,  he  broke  out  into 
a  flood  of  tears,  deploring  his  misery.  His 
comfort  however  was,  that  this  misfortune 
had  not  happened  to  his  brother  Amgiad. 

That  prince  waited  for  his  brother  till 
evening  with  impatience  :  when  it  was  two, 
three,  or  four  of  the  clock  in  the  morning, 
and  Assad  did  not  return,  he  was  like  one  in 
despair.  He  spent  the  night  in  that  dismal 
condition ;  and  as  soon  as  it  was  day, 
went  to  the  city,  where  he  was  surprised  to 
see  but  very  few  Mussulmen.  He  accosted 
the  first  he  met,  and  asked  him  the  name  of 
the  place.  He  was  told  it  was  the  city  of 
the  Magicians;  so  called  from  the  great 
number  of  magicians,  who  adored  the  fire, 
and  that  there  were  but  very  few  jSIussulmen. 
Amgiad  then  demanded  how  far  it  M'as  to 
the  Isle  of  Ebene.  He  was  answered,  four 
months'  voyage  by  sea,  and  a  year's  journey 
by  land.  The  man  he  talked  to  left  him 
hastily,  having  satisfied  him  as  to  those  two 
questions,  and  went  about  his  business. 

Amgiad,  who  had  been  but  six  weeks 
coming  from  the  Isle  of  Ebene  with  his 
brother  Assad,  covdd  not  comprehend  how 
they  reached  this  city  in  so  little  time,  un- 
less it  was  by  enchantment,  or  that  the 
way  across  the  moimtain  was  much  short- 
er, but  not  frequented  because  of  its  difJi- 
cidty. 

Going  further  in  the  town,  he  stopped  at  a 
tailor's  shop,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  jNIussuI- 
man  by  his  dress,  as  he  had  known  the  man 
he  had  talked  to  before.  Having  saluted 
him,  he  sat  dowTi,  and  told  the  occasion  of 
the  trouble  he  was  in. 

When  jirince  Amgiad  had  done  talking, 
the  tailor  replied,  "If  your  brother  has 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  some  magician, 
depend  upon  it  you  will  never  see  him  more  : 
he  is  lost  past  all  recovery ;  and  I  advise  you 
to  comfort  yourself  as  well  as  you  can,  and 
to  beware  of  falling  into  the  same  misfortmie. 
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To  ■wliicli  end  if  yoii  will  liearkeu  to  me, 
you  shall  stay  at  mj'  house,  and  I  will  tell 
you  all  the  tricks  of  these  magicians,  that 
you  may  take  care  of  yoiu'self  when  you  go 
out.  Amgiad,  afflicted  for  the  loss  of  his 
brother,  accepted  the  tador's  offer,  and  thank- 
ed him  a  thousand  times  for  his  kindness  to 
him. 

THE  STORY  OF  PRINCE   AMGIAD  AND  A   LADY 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  THE  MAGICIANS. 

Prince  Amgiad  did  not  go  out  of  the 
tailor's  house  for  a  whole  month,  except  his 
host  went  with  him.  At  last  he  ventured 
to  go  alone  to  the  bath.  As  he  was  return- 
ing home  through  a  street  where  there  was 
nobody,  he  met  a  lady  coming  to  him.  See- 
ing a  handsome  yoir.jg  man,  fresh  come  out 
of  the  bath,  she  lifted  up  her  veil,  and  asked 
him,  with  a  smiling  air,  whither  he  was 
going  ;  and  ogled  him  all  the  while  S(j  amo- 
rously, that  Amgiad  could  not  resist  her 
charms.  "Madam,"  said  he,  "I  am  going 
to  my  own  hoiise  or  yours,  as  you  please." 

"  My  lord,"  replied  the  lady,  with  an 
agreeable  smile,  "ladies  of  my  quality  never 
cany  men  to  their  own  houses;  they  always 
go  to  the  men's. 

Amgiad  was  very  much  confounded  at 
this  answer,  which  he  did  not  expect :  he 
durst  not  venture  to  take  her  home  to  his 
landlord's  house,  fearing  the  good  man  would 
be  scandalised  by  it,  and  he  shoidd  have  lost 
his  protection,  of  which  he  stood  in  great 
need,  considering  he  was  in  a  city  where  it 
was  so  necessary  for  him  to  be  always  upon 
his  guard  :  he  knew  so  little  of  the  town, 
that  he  could  not  tell  where  to  carry  her, 
and  he  coidd  not  resolve  to  lose  this  lucky 
adventure.  In  this  uncertainty  he  deter- 
mined to  throw  himself  upon  chance ;  and 
without  making  any  answer,  he  went  before, 
and  the  lady  followed  him.  Amgiad  led  her 
from  street  to  street,  from  square  to  square, 
till  they  were  both  weary  with  walking  :  at 
last  they  came  to  a  street,  at  the  end  of 
which  was  a  great  gate,  shut  up,  opening  to 
a  handsome  house,  and  having  a  seat  on  each 
side  of  it.  Amgiad  sat  down  on  one  of  them, 
as  if  to  take  breath ;  and  the  lady,  more 
weary  than  he,  seated  herself  on  the  other. 

When  she  had  taken  her  seat,  she  asked 
him  whether  that  was  his  house.  ' '  You  see 
it,  madam,"  said  Amgiad.  "Why  do  you 
not  open  the  gate  then  ?  "  replied  the  lady  ; 
"what  do  you  wait  for?"  "Fair  lady," 
answered  Amgiad,  "  I  have  not  the  key  ;  I 
left  it  with  my  slave  when  I  sent  him  on  an 
errand,  and  he  cannot  be  come  back  yet  : 
besides,  I  ordei-ed  him  afterwards  to  get 
something  good  for  dinner ;  so  that  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  wait  a  long  time  for  him." 

The  i)rince  met  with  so  many  difficulties 
in  satisfying  his  passion,  that  he  began  to 


repent  of  it.  He  therefore  contrived  this 
answer,  in  hopes  that  the  lady  woidd  take 
the  hint,  and  out  of  resentment  leave  him, 
and  seek  elsewhere  for  a  lover  ;  but  he  was 
mistaken. 

"This  is  a  most  impertinent  slave,"  said 
madam,  "to  make  us  wait  so  long.  I  will 
chastise  him  myself  as  he  deserves,  if  you 
do  not,  when  he  comes  back:  it  is  not 
decent  that  I  shoidd  sit  here  alone  with  a 
man  at  a  gate."  Saying  this,  she  arose,  and 
took  up  a  stone  to  break  the  lock,  which 
was  only  of  wood,  and  weak,  according  to 
the  fashion  of  the  country. 

Amgiad  did  all  he  coidd  to  hinder  her. 
"What  are  you  doing,  madam?"  said  the 
prince.  "For  Heaven's  sake  stay  a  little  ! " 
"  What  are  you  afraid  of  ?  "  replied  the  lady ; 
"  is  it  not  your  house  ?  It  is  no  great  matter 
to  break  a  wooden  lock ;  a  new  one  will  not 
cost  much."  The  lock  she  accordingly  broke ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  door  was  open,  entered 
the  house,  and  walked  before  him. 

Amgiad  gave  himself  over  for  a  lost  man, 
when  he  saAV  the  door  forced  open  ;  he 
paused  upon  it,  whether  he  should  go  into 
the  house  or  not,  or  make  off  as  fast  as  he 
could,  to  avoid  the  danger  Avhicli  he  believed 
was  inevitable ;  and  he  was  going  to  liy, 
when  the  lady  returned. 

(Seeing  he  did  not  enter,  "Why  do  not 
you  come  into  your  lioxisc  ?  "  said  she.  The 
])rince  answered,  "  I  am  looking  to  see  if  my 
slave  is  coming,  fearing  we  have  nothing 
ready."  "  Come  in,  come  in,"  said  madam; 
"we  had  better  wait  for  him  Avithin  doora 
than  without." 

Amgiad,  much  against  his  wiU,  followed 
her  into  the  house.  Passing  through  a  spa- 
cioiis  coxu-t,  neatly  paved,  they  mounted  by 
several  steps  into  a  grand  vestibule,  which 
led  to  a  large  open  hall,  very  well  furnish- 
ed, where  he  and  the  lady  saw  a  tal)le 
ready  spread  with  all  sorts  of  delicacies, 
another  heaped  with  fruit,  and  a  sideboard 
full  of  bottles  of  wine. 

When  Amgiad  saw  these  preparations,  he 
gave  himself  up  for  lost.  "  Poor  Amgiad," 
said  he  to  himself,  "thou  wilt  soon  follow 
thy  dear  brother  Assad  !  " 

The  lady,  on  the  contrary,  transpoi-ted  at 
the  sight,  cried  out,  "  How,  my  lord,  did 
you  fear  there  was  nothing  ready  ?  You 
see  your  slave  has  done  more  than  you 
exjiected ;  but  if  I  am  not  mistaken  these 
prejjarations  were  made  for  some  other  lady, 
and  not  for  me  :  no  matter,  let  her  come ;  I 
promise  you  I  will  not  be  jealous  ;  I  only 
beg  the  favour  of  you  that  you  wiU  permit 
me  to  wait  on  her  and  you." 

Amgiad,  as  much  as  he  was  troubled  at 
this  accident,  could  not  help  laughing  at 
the  lady's  jdeasantry.  "Madam,"  said  he, 
thinking  of  something  else  that  tormented 
his   mind,   there   is   nothing   in  what  you 
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fancy ;  this  is  my  coinmou  dinner,  and  no 
extraordinary  preparation,  I  assure  you. 
As  be  coidd  not  bring  himself  to  sit  down 
at  a  table  which  was  not  prepared  for  him, 
he  would  have  taken  his  seat  ou  a  sofa,  but 
the  lady  woidd  not  let  him.  "Come,  sir," 
said  she,  ' '  you  must  be  hungry  after  bath- 
ing ;  let  us  eat  and  enjoy  ourselves." 

Amgiad  was  forced  to  do  what  the  lady 
woidd  have  him  ;  they  both  sat  down  and 
fell  to.  The  lady  having  eaten  a  bit,  took 
a  bottle  and  glass,  poured  out  some  wine, 
and  drank  to  Amgiad  :  and  when  she  had 
drank  herself,  she  idled  another  glass,  and 
gave  it  to  Amgiad,  Avlio  pledged  her.  The 
more  the  prince  thought  of  this  adventure, 
the  more  he  was  amazed  that  the  master  of 
the  house  did  not  appear,  and  that  so  rich  a 
house,  and  so  well  jjrovided,  should  be  left 
without  a  servant.  "It  will  be  luckj^"  said 
he  to  himself,  "if  the  master  of  the  house 
docs  not  come  till  T  am  got  clear  of  this  in- 
trigue." Whde  he  was  occupied  with  these 
thoughts,  and  others  more  troublesome,  she 
ate  and  drank  heartily,  and  obUged  him  to 
do  the  same.  They  were  almost  come  to  the 
fruit,  when  the  master  of  the  house  arrived. 

It  happeiaed  to  be  Bahader,  master  of  the 
horse  to  the  king  of  the  magicians  :  this 
house  belonged  to  him,  but  he  commonly 
dwelt  in  another ;  and  he  seldom  came  here, 
unless  to  regale  himself  with  two  or  three 
chosen  friends.  He  always  sent  provisions 
from  his  other  house  on  such  occasions,  and 
had  done  so  this  day  by  some  of  his  servants, 
who  were  just  gone  as  the  lady  and  Amgiad 
entered  it. 

Bahader  came  as  he  used  to  do,  in  dis- 
guise, and  without  attendants,  and  a  little 
before  the  time  appointed  for  his  friends 
coming  :  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
see  the  door  of  his  hoiise  broken  open.  He 
entered,  making  no  noise,  and  hearing  some 
l)erson3  talking  and  making  merry  in  the 
hall,  he  stole  along  under  the  wall,  and  put 
his  head  half-way  Avithin  the  door  to  see 
who  they  were. 

Perceiving  a  young  man  and  a  yoiuig 
lady  eating  at  his 
taljle  the  victuals 
tliat  had  been 
provided  for  his 
friends  and  him- 
seK,  and  that 
there  was  no 
great  harm  done, 
he  resolved  to  di- 
vert himself  with 
the  adventure. 

The  lady's  back 
was  a  little  turn- 
ed from  him,  and 
she   did  not   see 

the  master  of  the  horse,  but  Amgiad  saw 
him  immediately.     He  had  then  the  glass  in 


his  hand,  and  was  going  to  driuk  it  off; 
he  changed  colour  at  the  sight  of  Bahader, 
who  made  a  sign  to  him  not  to  say  a  word, 
but  to  come  and  speak  with  him. 

Amgiad  drank  and  rose.  "Where  are 
you  going?"  said  the  lady.  The  prince 
answered,  "Pray,  madam,  stay  here  a  little; 
I  shall  be  back  again  in  a  minute ;  a  small 
affair  obliges  me  to  go  out  at  present."  Baha- 
der waited  for  him  in  the  vestibide,  and  led 
him  into  the  court  to  talk  to  him  without 
being  heard  by  the  lady. 

In  saying  these  words,  Scheherazade  per- 
ceived the  siiltan's  time  of  rising  was  come  ; 
so  she  gave  over  the  story  till  next  night, 
when  she  resumed  it  as  follows  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Thirty-Second 
Night. 

Sir,  when  Bahader  and  prince  Amgiad  wt-re 
in  the  court,  Bahader  demanded  of  the  prince 
how  the  lady  came  into  his  house,  and  why 
they  broke  open  his  door.  "My  lord," 
rei^lied  Amgiad,  ' '  you  may  very  reasonably 
think  me  guilty  of  a  very  unwarrantable 
action  ;  but  if  you  Avill  have  patience  to  hear 
me,  I  hope  my  innocence  will  appear."  He 
then  tolcl  him,  in  a  few  words,  what  had  hap- 
pened to  him,  without  disguising  any  part  of 
the  truth ;  and  to  convince  him  that  he  was 
not  capable  of  committing  such  an  action  as 
to  break  into  a  house,  he  told  him  plainly  he 
was  a  prince,  and  what  was  the  reason  of  his 
coming  to  the  city  of  the  magicians. 

Bahader,    Avho  naturally  loved  strangers, 
Avas  transported  Avith  an  opportimity  of  ob- 
liging  one   of  Amgiad's  rank  and  quality; 
for    by  his    air,   his  actions,    and   his  well- 
tm-ned  discourse,   he   did   not  in  the  least 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  he  said.    "Prince," 
said  Bahader,  "  I  am  very  glad  I  can  oblige 
you  in  so  pleasant  an  adventure  as  this  :  far 
from  disturbing  the  feast,  it  will  be  a  plea- 
sure to  me  to  contribute  to  your  satisfaction 
j  in    anything.      Before  I   say  any  more  on 
I  this  subject,  I  am  hapjjy  to  inform  you  my 
name  is  Bahader. 
I    am   master   of 
the  horse  to  the 
king  of  the    ma- 
gicians ;    I  com- 
monly  dwell    in 
another        house 
which  I  ha\'e  in 
this      city,     and 
come  here  some- 
times to  have  the 
more  liberty  Avith 
m}'  friends.    You 
have   made    this 
lady  believe  you 
have  a  slave,  though   you   have   none  :    I 
wiU  be   yoiir  slave  ;    and  that   this   may 


268 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


not  disturb  you,  and  to  spare  your  ex- 
cuses, I  repeat  again,  that  I  will  posi- 
tively be  so  ;  you  will  soon  know  my  rea- 
son for  it.  Go  to  yoiir  j^lace,  and  con- 
tinue to  divert  yourself  ;  when  I  return 
again,  and  come  before  you  in  a  slave's 
habit,  chide  me  for  staying  so  long  :  do  not 
be  afraid  even  to  strike  me.  1  will  wait 
upon  you  all  the  while  you  are  at  table,  till 
night ;  j^ou  shall  sleep  here,  and  so  shall  the 
lady,  and  to-morrow  morning  you  may  send 
her  home  with  honour.  I  shall  afterwards 
endeavour  to  do  you  more  important  ser- 
vices :  go  and  lose  no  time. "  Amgiad  would 
have  made  him  an  answer,  but  the  master 
of  the  horse  would  not  let  him,  forcing  him 
to  go  to  the  lady.  He  had  scarce  got  into 
the  hall  before  Bahader's  friends,  whom  he 
had  invited,  arrived.  Bahader  excused  him- 
self for  not  entertaining  them  that  day,  tell- 
ing them  they  would  approve  of  the  reason 
of  it  Avhcn  tliey  knew  it,  which  should  be  in 
due  time.  When  they  were  gone,  he  went 
forth  and  dressed  himself  in  a  .slave's  habit. 

Prince  Amgiad  came  to  the  lady  much 
better  pleased  at  finding  the  house  belonged 
to  a  man  of  quality,  who  had  received  him 
80  courteously.  When  he  sat  down  to  the 
table  again,  he  said,  ' '  Madam,  I  beg  a  thou- 
sand pardons  for  my  rudeness  :  T  was  vexed 
that  my  slave  should  tarry  so  long  ;  the 
rascal  shall  pay  for  it,  when  he  comes  :  I 
Avill  teach  him  to  make  me  stay  so  for  him." 

"Let  not  that  trouble  you,"  said  the 
lady;  *' so  much  the  worse  for  him  ;  if  he  is 
guilty  of  any  faults,  let  him  pay  for  it  ;  do 
not  let  us  think  of  him;  we  will  enjoy  our- 
selves without  him." 

They  continued  at  the  tabic  with  the  more 
pleasure,  as  Amgiad  was  under  no  appre- 
hensions of  the  consequence  of  the  lady's 
indiscretion,  who  ought  not  to  have  broken 
open  the  door,  though  it  had  been  Anigiad's 
own  house.  The  jirince  was  now  as  merry 
as  the  lady  :  they  said  a  thousand  pleasant 
things,  and  drank  more  than  they  ate,  till 
Bahader  arrived,  disguised  like  a  slave. 

Bahader  entered  like  a  slave  who  feared 
his  master's  displeasure  for  staying  oiit  when 
he  had  company  with  him  :  he  fell  down  at 
his  feet,  and  kissed  the  ground,  to  implore 
his  clemency  ;  and  when  he  had  done,  stood 
behind  him  with  his  hands  across,  in  expec- 
tation of  his  commands. 

"  Sirrah,"  said  Amgiad,  with  a  fierce  tone 
and  angry  look,  ' '  is  there  such  a  slave  as 
you  in  all  the  world  ?  Where  have  you 
been  ?  What  have  you  been  doing,  that 
you  came  no  sooner?" 

"  My  lord,"  replied  Bahader,  "  T  ask  your 
pardon  ;  I  was  executing  your  orders,  and 
did  not  think  you  would  come  home  so 
early." 

"  You  are  a  rascal,"  said  Amgiad,  "  and 
I  shall  break  your  bones,  to  teach  you  to  lie 


and  to  disappoint  me."  He  then  rose  up, 
took  a  stick,  and  gave  him  two  or  three 
slight  blows  with  it ;  after  which  he  sat 
down  to  table  again. 

The  lady  was  not  satisfied  with  the  chas- 
tisement he  bestowed  on  him.  She  also 
rose,  took  the  stick,  and  fell  upon  Bahader 
so  unmercifully,  that  the  tears  came  into  his 
eyes.  Amgiad,  offended  to  the  last  degree 
at  the  freedom  she  took,  and  that  she  should 
use  one  of  the  king's  chief  officers  so  ill, 
cried  out  to  her  in  vain,  "Enough."  She 
continued  striking  him.  "Let  me  alone," 
said  she,  "I  will  give  him  enough,  and 
teach  him  to  be  absent  so  long  another 
time."  She  continued  beating  him  with 
great  fury,  till  Amgiad  rose  from  the  table, 
and  forced  the  stick  out  of  her  hand  ;  which 
she  did  not  part  with  without  much  strug- 
gling. When  she  found  she  could  beat  Ba- 
hader no  longer,  she  sat  down  and  railed  at 
and  cursed  him. 

Bahader  wiped  his  eyes,  and  stood  up  to 
fill  out  wine.  When  he  saw  they  had  done 
eating  and  drinking,  he  took  away  tlie  cloth, 
cleared  the  hall,  jjut  everything  in  its  place, 
and,  night  coming  on,  lighted  up  the  lamps. 
Every  time  he  came  in,  or  went  out,  the 
lady  muttered  and  threatened  him,  and  gave 
him  abusive  language,  to  Amgiad's  great 
disliking,  who  would  have  hindered  her, 
but  he  covdd  not.  When  it  was  time  for 
them  to  go  to  bed,  Bahader  prepared  one 
for  them  on  the  sofa,  and  withdrew  into  a 
chamber,  Avhere  he  laid  himself  down,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  he  fell  asleep,  having 
Ijcen  fatigued  with  his  beating.  Amgiad 
and  the  lady  entertained  one  another  a  good 
half  hour  afterwards,  and  the  lady  wanted 
to  go  forth  before  she  went  to  bed.  Passing 
through  the  vestibide,  she  heard  Bahader 
snore  ;  and  having  seen  a  sabre  hanging  uj) 
in  the  hall,  .she  turned  back  again,  and  said 
to  i)rince  Amgiad,  "  My  lord,  as  you  love 
me,  do  one  thing  for  me."  "In  what  cau 
I  serve  you  ?  "  replied  the  prince.  The  lady 
answered,  "  Oblige  me  so  far  as  to  take 
down  this  sabre,  and  cut  oft'  yom'  slave's 
head  with  it."  Amgiad  was  astonished  at 
such  a  proposal  from  a  lady,  not  doubting 
but  it  was  the  wine  she  had  drunk  that 
l)rom])ted  it.  "  Madam,"  said  he,  "  let  my 
slave  alone  ;  he  is  not  worthy  of  your  no- 
tice ;  I  have  beat  him,  and  you  have  beat 
him  :  it  is  sufficient ;  besides,  I  am  very 
well  satisfied  with  him  ;  he  does  not  use  to 
be  guilty  of  such  faults." 

"  That  shall  not  do,"  replied  the  lady,  in 
violent  fury  ;  the  rogue  shall  die  :  if  not  by 
your  hands,  by  mine."  Saying  this,  she 
took  down  the  sabre  from  the  jilace  where 
it  hung,  drew  it  out  of  the  scabbard,  and  was 
going  to  execute  her  Avicked  design. 

Amgiad  met  her  in  the  vestibule,  saying, 
"You  shall  be  satisfied,  madam,  since  yoa 
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will  have  it  so  ;  but  I  should  Le  sorry  that 
any  one,  beside  myself,  should  kill  my 
slave."  When  she  had  _fi;iven  him  the  sabre, 
'•Come,  follow  me,"  said  he;  make  no 
noise,  for  fear  we  wake  him.  They  went 
into  Bahader's  chamber,  where  Amgiad,  in- 
stead of  striking  him,  struck  at  the  lady, 
and  cut  ofl'  her  head,  which  fell  upon  Ba- 
hadcr. 

It  was  already  dawn  of  day,  and  Schehe- 
razade perceiving  it,  said  no  more  at  that 
time.  The  next  night  she  resimied  the  dis- 
course, and  said  to  the  sultan  Schahriai-  : — ■ 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Thirty-Third 
Night. 

Sir,  if  the  noise  of  the  blow  which  Amgiad 
gave  the  lady,  in  cutting  oH  her  head,  had 
not  waked  Bahader,  her  head  falling  iqjon 
him  would  have  done  it ;  he  was  amazed  to 
see  Amgiad  with  a  sabre  all  bloody,  and  the 
body  of  the  lady  Ij'ing  headless  on  the 
ground.  The  prince  told  him  what  had 
passed,  and  ending  his  discourse,  said,  "I 
had  no  other  way  to  hinder  this  fiu-ious 
woman  from  killing  you,  but  to  take  away 
her  hfe."  "My  lord,"  replied  Bahader, 
full  of  gratitude,  "jiersons  of  your  rank 
and  generosity  are  not  cajjable  of  doing 
such  a  wicked  action  as  she  desired  of  you. 
You  are  my  deliverer,  and  I  cannot  enough 
thank  you."  After  he  had  embraced  him, 
to  shew  him  what  sense  he  had  of  his  obli- 
gations to  him,  he  said,  "We  must  cany 
this  corpse  out  before  it  is  quite  day  ;  leave 
it  to  me  :  I  will  do  it."  Amgiad  would  not 
agree  to  that,  saying,  he  would  carry  it  away 
himself,  since  he  had  struck  the  blow.  Ba- 
hader replied,  ' '  You  are  a  stranger  in  this 
city,  and  cannot  do  it  so  well  as  one  who  is 
acquainted  here  ;  I  must  do  it,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  yet  for  both  our  safeties,  to 
prevent  our  being  questioned  for  her  death  : 
stay  you  here,  and  if  I  do  not  come  back 
Ijefore  day,  you  may  be  siu-e  the  watch  has 
seized  me  ;  and  for  fear  of  the  worst,  I  will 
by  writing  give  this  house  and  f urnitiire  for 
your  habitation  ;  you  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  live  in  it." 

^Vhen  he  had  -written,  signed,  and  deli- 
vered the  paper  to  prince  Amgiad,  he  jjut 
the  lady's  body  in  a  bag,  head  and  all,  laid 
it  on  his  shoulder,  and  went  out  with  it 
from  one  street  to  another,  takmg  the  way 
to  the  sea-side.  He  had  not  gone  far  before 
he  met  with  one  of  the  judges  of  the  city, 
who  was  going  the  rounds  in  person.  Ba- 
hader was  stopped  by  the  judge's  followers, 
who,  opening  the  bag,  found  the  body  of  a 
murdered  lad}',  bundled  up  with  the  head. 
The  judge,  who  knew  the  master  of  the 
horse,  notwithstanding  his  cUsguise,  took 
him  home  to  his  house,  and  not  daring  to 


put  him  to  death  without  telling  the  king  of 
it,  because  of  his  quality,  he  carried  him  to 
court  as  soon  as  it  was  day.  When  the 
king  had  heard  from  the  judge  what  a  foul 
action  he  had  been  guilty  of,  as  he  believed 
from  the  circumstances,  he  addressed  the 
master  of  the  horse  in  these  words  :  "  It  is 
thus,  then,  that  thou  murderest  my  subjects, 
to  rob  them,  and  then  thou  woiddst  throw 
their  dead  bodies  into  the  sea,  to  hide  thy 
villany  ;  let  us  rid  them  of  him  ;  go,  hang 
him  up  immediately." 

Innocent  as  Bahader  was,  he  took  his 
sentence  of  death  with  all  imaginable  resig- 
nation, and  said  not  a  word  to  justify  him- 
self. The  judge  carried  him  to  his  house, 
and,  while  the  gallows  was  preparing,  he 
sent  a  crier  to  publish  throughout  the  city, 
that  at  noon  the  master  of  the  horse  was  to 
be  hanged  for  a  murder  committed  by  him. 

Prince  Amgiad,  who  had  in  vain  expected 
Bahader's  return,  was  struck  with  terrible 
consternation  when  he  heard  the  crier  pub- 
hsh  the  approachmg  execution  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  horse.  "  If,"  said  he  to  himself, 
"  somebody  must  die  for  the  death  of  such  a 
wicked  woman,  it  is  I,  and  not  Bahader  ;  I 
will  never  suffer  an  innocent  man  to  be 
punished  for  the  guilty  ;  "  and  without  deli- 
berating any  more  about  it,  he  hastened  to 
the  place  of  execution,  whither  the  people 
were  running  from  all  parts. 

When  Amgiad  saw  the  judge  bringing 
Bahader  to  the  gibbet,  he  went  up  to  him, 
and  said,  "I  am  come  to  tell  you,  and  to 
assure  you,  that  the  master  of  the  horse, 
whom  you  are  leading  to  execution,  is  wholly 
innocent  of  the  lady's  death  :  I  am  guilty 
of  the  crime,  if  it  is  one  to  have  killed  a 
detestable  woman,  who  would  have  murdered 
Bahader ; "  and  then  he  told  him  all  as  it 
hajipened. 

The  prince  having  informed  the  judge 
how  he  met  her  coming  out  of  the  bath ;  how 
she  was  the  cause  of  going  into  the  master 
of  the  horse's  pleasure-house,  and  all  that 
had  passed  to  the  moment  in  which  he  was 
forced  to  cut  off  her  head,  to  save  Bahader's 
life  ;  the  judge  ordered  execution  to  be  stop- 
ped, and  conducted  Amgiad  to  the  king, 
taking  the  master  of  the  horse  with  them. 

The  king  had  a  mind  to  hear  the  story 
from  Amgiad  himself;  and  the  prince,  the 
better  to  prove  his  own  innocence  and  the 
master  of  the  horse's,  took  that  opportmiity 
to  discover  who  he  was,  and  what  had  driven 
him  and  his  brother  Assad  to  that  city,  with 
all  the  accidents  that  had  befallen  them,  from 
their  departure  from  the  capital  city  of  the 
Isle  of  Ebene,  to  the  time  in  which  he  talked 
to  him. 

The  prince  having  done  speaking,  the  king 
said  to  him,  "I  rejoice  that  I  have  by  this 
means  come  to  the  knowledge  of  you  ;  I  not 
only  give  you  your  own  and  my  master  of 
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tlie  horse's  life,  whom  I  commend  for  his 
kindness  to  you,  but  I  restore  him  to  his 
office  ;  and  as  for  j^ou,  prince,  I  declare  you 
my  grand  vizier,  to  make  amends  for  your 
father's  unjust  iisage  of  you,  though  it  is 
also  excusable,  and  1  permit  you  to  employ 
all  the  authority  I  now  give  you  to  find  out 
prince  Assad." 

Prince  Amgiad  having  thanked  the  king 
of  the  city  and  country  of  magicians  for  the 
honour  he  had  done  him,  and  taking  posses- 
sion of  his  ofHce  of  grand  vizier,  he  took 
every  possible  means  to  find  out  the  prince 
his  brother.  He  ordered  the  common  criers 
to  promise  a  great  rewaixl  to  any  one  who 
should  bring  forth  prince  Assad,  or  tell  any 
tidings  of  him.  He  sent  men  ii]>  and  down 
the  country  to  the  same  purijose  ;  but  not- 
withstanding all  his  diligence,  he  could  hear 
no  news  of  him. 

THE  SEQUEL  OF  THE  STOEY  OF  PKIXCE  ASSAD. 

Assad  in  the  meanwhile  continued  in  the 
dungeon  in  chains :  Bostama  and  Cavama, 
the  cunning  old  conjuror's  daughters,  treat- 
ing him  daily  with  the  same  cruelty  and 
inhumanity  as  at  first. 

The  solemn  festival  of  the  adorers  of  fire 
approached ;  and  a  ship  was  fitted  out  for 
the  fiery  mountain  as  usual :  the  captain's 
name  was  Behram,  a  great  bigot  to  that 
religion.  He  loaded  it  with  proper  merchan- 
dise ;  and  when  it  was  ready  to  sail,  he  put 
Assad  in  a  chest,  which  was  half  full  of 
goods,  a  few  crevices  being  left  between  the 
boards  for  him  to  breathe,  enough  to  keep 
life  in  him.  This  chest  was  stowed  in  the 
bottom  of  the  hold,  for  the  greater  security. 

Before  the  ship  sailed,  the  grand  vizer, 
Amgiad,  Assad's  brother,  who  had  been  told 
that  the  adorers  of  fire  used  to  sacrifice  a 
Mussulman  every  year  on  the  fiery  mountain, 
suspected  that  Assad  might  have  fallen  into 
their  hands,  and  be  designed  a  victim  at 
that  bloody  sacrifice  ;  wherefore  he  resolved 
to  search  the  ship  in  person.  He  ordered 
all  the  passengers  and  seamen  to  be  brought 
upon  deck,  and  commanded  his  men  to  search 
all  over  the  ship,  which  they  did;  yet  Assad 
coidd  not  be  found,  he  was  so  well  concealed. 

When  the  grand  vizier  had  done  search- 
ing the  vessel,  she  sailed,  and  as  soon  as 
Buhram  was  got  out  to  sea,  he  ordered  prince 
As«ad  to  be  taken  out  of  th«t-  chest,  and 
fettered  to  secure  him,  fearing  lest  he  should 
fling  himself  into  the  sea  in  despair,  since 
he  knew  he  was  going  to  be  sacrificed. 

The  wiad  was  very  favourable  two  or 
three  days,  and  then  it  turned  contrary, 
after  which  there  arose  a  furious  storm;  and 
the  vessel  was  not  only  driven  out  of  her 
course,  but  neither  Behram  nor  his  pilot 
knew  where  they  were.  They  were  afraid 
of   splitting   against  the   rocks,   for  in  the 


violence  of  the  storm  they  discovered  land, 
and  a  dreadfid  shore  before  them.  Behram 
saw  he  was  driven  into  the  port  and  capital 
of  queen  Margiana,  which  was  a  great 
mortification  to  him. 

This  queen  ]\Iargiana  was  a  devout  pro- 
fessor of  the  ^Mohammedan  religion,  and  a 
mortal  enemy  to  the  adorers  of  fire.  She 
banished  all  of  them  out  of  her  dominions, 
and  would  not  let  any  of  their  ships  touch 
at  her  ports. 

It  was  no  longer  in  the  power  of  Behram 
now  to  help  putting  into  the  port  of  this 
queen's  capital  city,  or  else  he  had  been 
dashed  to  pieces  against  the  frightful  rocks 
that  lay  ofi'the  shore.  In  this  extremity  he 
held  a  council  with  his  pilot  and  seamen. 
"  My  lads,"  said  he,  "  you  see  to  what  a 
necessity  we  are  reduced ;  we  must  choose 
one  of  these  two  things ;  either  resolve  to  be 
swallowed  up  by  the  waves,  or  put  into 
queen  Margiana's  port,  whose  hatred  to  all 
jiersons  of  our  religion  you  veiy  well  know. 
She  AviU  sertainly  seize  our  vessel  and  put 
us  all  to  death,  without  mercy.  I  see  Init 
one  likely  way  to  escape  her,  which  is,  to 
take  off  the  fetters  from  the  ]\Iussxdman  we 
have  aboard  and  dress  him  like  a  slave. 
When  queen  Margiana  commands  me  to 
come  before  her,  and  asks  what  trade  I  use, 
I  will  tell  her  I  deal  in  slaves  ;  that  I  have 
sold  all  I  had,  but  one,  whom  I  keep  to  be 
my  clerk,  because  he  can  read  and  write. 
She  will  see  him,  to  be  sure,  and  he  being 
handsome,  and  of  her  own  religion,  will  have 
pity  on  him.  No  doubt  she  will  then  ask 
to  buy  him  of  me,  and  on  this  condition  will 
let  us  stay  in  the  port  till  the  weather  is 
fair.  If  any  of  you  have  anything  else  to 
proi^ose  that  will  be  of  more  advantage 
to  us,  I  am  ready  to  hearken  to  it."  The 
pilot  and  seamen  ajiplaudcd  his  judgment, 
and  agreed  to  follow  his  advice. 

The  sidtaness  Scheherazade  was  obliged 
to  stop  here,  because  she  saw  day  appear  : 
she  continued  her  story  the  night  following, 
addressing  herself  thus  to  the  sultan  of  the 
Indies  :^— 

The  Two  Hundred  and  Thirty-Pourtli 
Niglit. 

Sir>,  Behram  commanded  prince  Assad's 
chains  to  be  taken  off,  and  liad  him  dressed 
like  a  slave  very  neatly,  as  became  one  who 
was  to  pass  for  his  clerk  before  the  queen  of 
the  country.  They  had  scarce  time  to  do 
this,  before  the  ship  drove  into  the  pert,  and 
dropped  anchor. 

Queen  Margiana's  palace  was  so  near  the 
sea-side,  that  her  garden  extended  down  to 
the  shore.  She  saw  the  ship  anchor,  and  sent 
to  the  captain  to  come  to  her,  and  the  sooner 
to  satisfy  her  curiosity,  waited  for  him  in  her 
garden. 
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Behram,  who  expected  to  be  sent  for, 
landed  with  jJrince  Assad ;  whom  he  required 
to  confirm  what  he  had  said  of  his  being  a 
slave,  and  his  clerk.  When  he  Avas  intro- 
duced to  the  queen,  he  threw  himself  at  her 
feet,  and  informed  her  of  the  necessity  he 
was  in  to  put  into  her  port ;  that  he  dealt 
in  slaves,  and  had  sold  all  he  had  but  one, 
which  was  Assad  there  present,  whom  he 
kept  for  his  clerk. 

The  queen  was  taken  with  Assad  from  the 
minute  she  first  saw  him,  and  was  extremely 
glad  to  hear  that  he  was  a  slave;  resolving 
to  buy  him,  cost  what  it  woidd.  She  asked 
Assad  what  was  his  name. 

"  Great  queen,"  replied  Assad,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  "does  your  majesty  ask  what 
my  name  was  formerly,  or  what  it  is  now?" 
The  queen  answered,  "Have  you  two  names 
then  ? ''  "  Alas !  "  it  is  but  too  true,  said  Assad : 
"I  was  once  called  Assad,  (most  happy;)  and 
now  my  name  is  Motar,  (devoted  to  be 
sacrificed.") 

Margiana,  not  being  able  to  find  out  the 
true  meaning  of  this  answer,  imderstood  it 
of  his  condition  of  a  slave ;  for  she  perceived 
he  had  a  great  deal  of  wit.  "  Since  you  are 
clerk  to  the  captain,"  said  she,  "no  doubt 
you  can  write  well :  let  me  see  your  hand." 

Belu-am  had  furnished  Assad  with  j^en, 
ink  and  paper,  as  a  token  of  his  ofiice,  that 
the  queen  might  take  him  for  what  he  de- 
signed she  shoidd. 

The  prince  stepped  a  little  aside,  and 
wrote  as  follows,  suitable  to  his  wa-etched 
circumstances  : — 

"The  blind  man  avoids  the  ditch  into 
which  the  clear-sighted  falls.  Fools  advance 
themselves  to  honours  by  discourses  which 
sigiiify  nothing,  while  men  of  sense  and  elo- 
quence live  in  poverty  and  contempt.  The 
Mussulman  with  all  his  riches  is  miserable. 
The  infidel  triiunphs.  We  cannot  hope 
things  will  be  otherwise;  the  Almighty  has 
decreed  it  should  be  so." 

Assad  presented  the  paper  to  queen  !Mar- 
giana,  who  admu-ed  alike  the  moral  of  the 
sentences  and  the  goodness  of  the  -writing. 
She  needed  no  more  to  have  her  heart  in- 
fiamed,  and  to  feel  a  sincere  concern  for  his 
misfortunes.  She  had  no  sooner  read  it, 
but  she  addressed  herself  to  Behram,  say- 
ing "  Do  which  you  will,  either  sell  me  this 
slave,  or  make  a  present  of  him  to  me  ;  per- 
haps it  will  turn  most  to  your  accoimt  to 
do  the  latter." 

Behram  answered  insolently,  that  he  could 
neither  give  nor  sell  him  ;  that  he  wanted 
his  slave,  and  woidd  keep  him. 

Queen  Margiana,  provoked  at  his  boldness, 
Avould  not  talk  to  him  any  more  about  it. 
She  took  the  prince  by  the  arm,  and  turned 
him  before  her  to  the  palace,  sending 
Behram  word,  that  if  he  stayed  the  night  in 
her  port,  she  would  confiscate  his  goods,  and 


biu-n  his  ship.  So  he  was  forced  to  go  back 
to  his  vessel,  and  prepare  to  put  to  sea 
again,  notwithstanding  the  tempest  was  not 
yet  laid. 

Queen  Margiana,  on  entering  her  palace, 
commanded  supper  to  be  got  i-eady ;  and 
while  it  was  providing,  she  ordered  Assad  to 
be  brought  into  her  apartment,  where  she 
bade  him  sit  down.  Assad  would  have  ex- 
cused himself  :  "It  does  not  belong  to  a 
slave,"  said  he,  "to  presume  to  tliis  honour." 

"  To  a  slave  !"  replied  the  queen  :  "  you 
were  so  a  moment  ago  ;  henceforward  you 
are  no  more  a  slave.  Sit  down  near  me, 
and  tell  me  the  story  of  your  life  ;  for  by 
what  you  wrote,  and  the  insolence  of  that 
slave-merchant,  I  guess  there  is  something 
extraordinary  in  it." 

Prince  Assad  obeyed  her;  and,  sitting 
down,  began  thus:  "Mighty  queen,  yoiu- 
majesty  is  not  mistaken  in  thinking  there  is 
something  extraordinary  in  the  story  of  my 
life  :  it  is  indeed  more  so  than  you  can  ima- 
gme.  The  ills,  the  incredible  torments,  I 
have  suffered,  and  the  death  to  which  I  was 
devoted,  and  from  Avhich  I  am  delivered  by 
your  royal  generosity,  will  shew  the  great- 
ness of  my  obligation  to  you,  and  never  to 
be  foi-gotten.  But  before  \  enter  into  par- 
ticulars of  my  miseries,  which  will  strike 
horror  into  the  hearts  of  all  that  hear  it, 
I  must  trace  the  origin  of  them  to  its 
source." 

This  preamble  increased  queen  Margiana's 
curiosity.  The  prince  then  told  her  of  his 
royal  birth  ;  of  his  brother  Amgiad,  and 
their  mutual  friendship  ;  of  their  mothers' 
criminal  passion,  which  in  a  night  turned 
into  inveterate  hatred,  the  cause  of  all  their 
sufferings  ;  of  the  king  his  father's  rage ; 
how  mii-aculously  theii-  lives  were  saved  ; 
how  he  lost  his  brother  ;  how  he  had  been 
long  imprisoned  and  tortured,  and  was  only 
discharged  then  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  fiery 
mountain. 

When  Assad  had  finished  his  discourse, 
the  queen  was  more  than  ever  enraged  at 
the  adorers  of  fire.  "  Prince,"  said  she, 
"though  I  have  always  had  an  aversion  to 
the  adorers  of  fire,  yet  hitherto  I  have  had 
some  humanity  for  them ;  but  after  their 
bai-barous  usage  of  you,  and  their  execrable 
design  to  sacrifice  you,  I  will  henceforth  de- 
clare perpetual  war  against  them." 

She  wc^d  have  said  more,  but  supper 
being  served  in,  she  made  jirince  Assad  sit 
down  at  table  with  her,  being  charmed  with 
his  beauty  and  eloquence,  and  touched  with 
a  passion  which  she  hoped  soon  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  letting  him  see.  "Pi-ince," 
said  she,  "we  must  make  you  amends  for 
so  inany  fasts  and  wretched  meals,  which 
the  pitiless  adorers  of  fire  forced  you  to 
make  ;  you  wiU  want  nourishment  after 
such  sufl'erings,"     With  these  and  such  like 
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words  she  helped  him  at  supper  ;  and 
ordered  the  prince  to  drink  a  good  deal  uf 
wine  to  recover  his  spirits  ;  by  which  means 
he  drank  more  than  he  could  well  bear. 

The  cloth  being  taken  away,  Assad  want- 
ing to  go  out,  took  an  opportunity  when 
the  queen  did  not  see  him.  He  descended 
into  the  court,  and,  seeing  the  garden-door 
open,  went  into  it.  Being  tempted  by  the 
pleasantness  of  the  place,  he  walked  there  a 
whQc.  At  last  he  came  to  a  fountain, 
where  he  washed  his  face  and  hands  to  re- 
fresh himself,  and  lying  down  on  the  turf 
round  the  fountain,  fell  asleep. 

It  was  almost  night,  and  Behram,  deter- 
mined to  prevent  the  queen  from  executing 
her  threats,  had  weighed  anchor,  troubled 
at  the  loss  of  Assad,  by  which  he  was  disap- 
pointed of  a  most  acceptable  sacrifice.  He 
comforted  himself  as  well  as  he  could  with 
the  thoughts  that  the  storm  was  over,  and 
that  a  land  breeze  favoured  his  getting  off 
from  that  coast.  As  soon  as  he  was  towed 
out  of  the  port  by  the  help  of  his  boat, 
before  it  was  hoisted  up  into  the  ship  again, 
"Stop,  my  lads,"  said  he  to  the  seamen  in 
it,  "do  not  come  on  board  again;  I  will 
give  you  some  casks  to  fill  with  water,  and 
wUl  wait  for  you."  The  sailors  excused 
themselves,  for  that  they  did  not  know 
where  to  get  water.  Behram  had  observed 
while  he  was  talking  to  the  queen  in  the 
garden,  that  there  was  a  fountain  at  the 
end  of  it,  near  the  port.  "Go,"  said  he, 
"land  before  the  palace-garden;  the  wall 
is  not  above  breast  high ;  you  may  easily 
get  over ;  there  is  a  basin  in  the  middle  of 
the  garden,  where  yoii  may  fill  all  your 
barrels,  and  hand  them  aboard  without 
difficulty." 

The  sailors  went  ashore  at  the  place  he 
directed  them  to,  and  laying  their  casks  on 
their  shoulders,  easily  got  over  the  wall. 

As  they  drew  near  the  basin,  they  per- 
ceived a  man  sleeping  on  the  grass,  and 
knew  him  to  be  Assad.  They  immediately 
divided  themselves  ;  and  while  some  of  the 
crew  filled  their  barrels  with  as  little  noise 
as  possible,  others  surrounded  Assad,  and 
watched  to  stop  him  if  he  should  awake. 

He  was  fast,  and  slept  on,  giving  them 
time  to  fill  all  their  casks  ;  which,  as  soon 
as  they  had  filled,  they  handed  over  the 
wall  to  others  of  their  crew  who  waited 
there  to  carry  them  aboard. 

Thej'  next  seized  Assad,  and  bore  him 
away,  without  giving  him  time  to  recollect 
himself.  They  got  him  over  the  wall  into 
their  boat  Avith  the  casks,  and  rowed  to  the 
ship.  When  they  came  near  her  they  cried 
out  for  joy,  "Captain,  sound  your  trumpets, 
beat  your  drums  ;  we  have  brought  you  your 
slave  again." 

Behram,  who  could  not  imagine  how  the 
seamen  could  find  and  take  him  again,  and 


did  not  see  Assad  in  the  boat,  it  being  night, 
waited  their  coming  on  board  with  impa- 
tience, to  ask  what  they  meant ;  but  when 
he  had  seen  him,  he  could  not  contain  him- 
self, so  great  was  his  joy.  He  commanded 
him  to  be  chained  down  again,  without 
staying  to  inquire  how  they  came  by  him  ; 
and  having  hoisted  the  boat  on  board,  set 
sail  for  the  fiery  mountain. 

The  sultaness  ended  her  story  here  for 
that  night,  and  the  next  resumed  it  as 
follows  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Thirty-Fifth 

Night. 

Str,  I  left  off  yesterday  where  Behram  was 
making  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  fiery 
mountain,  overjoyed  that  he  had  recovered 
his  captive,  prince  Assad. 

In  the  meanwhile  queen  Margiana  was  in 
a  dreadful  fright  :  she  did  not  much  concern 
herself  at  first,  when  she  found  ])rince  Assad 
was  gone  out,  because  she  did  not  doubt 
but  he  would  return  in  a  little  time.  When 
some  time  had  passed  without  his  appear- 
ing, she  began  to  be  uneasy,  and  commanded 
her  women  to  look  for  him.  They  searched 
all  about  without  finding  him ;  and  night 
coming  on,  she  ordered  them  to  search  again 
with  torches,  which  they  did  to  as  little 
purpose. 

Queen  Margiana  was  so  impatient  and 
alarmed,  that  she  went  with  lights,  and 
finding  the  garden-door  open,  went  into  it, 
and  walked  all  over  it  with  her  women,  to 
seek  for  him  herself  ;  and  passing  by  the 
fountain  and  basin,  she  espied  a  slipper, 
which  she  took  uji,  and  knew  it  to  be  prince 
Assad's  :  her  woman  also  said  it  Avas  his. 
The  water  being  spilt  about  the  basin,  made 
her  believe  that  Behram  had  carried  him  off 
again.  She  sent  immediately  to  see  if  he 
was  still  in  the  port ;  and  hearing  he  had 
set  sail  a  little  before  it  was  dark,  that  he 
lay  to  some  time  off  the  shore,  while  he  sent 
his  boat  for  water  from  the  fountain,  she 
doubted  no  longer  of  the  jiriuce's  ill  fortune; 
so  she  sent  word  to  the'commander  of  ten 
shijjs  of  war,  which  lay  always  ready  in  the 
port,  to  sad  on  the  shortest  notice,  that  she 
woidd  embark  herself  next  morning  as  soon 
as  it  was  day.  The  commander  lost  no 
time ;  ordered  the  captains  and  subalterns, 
seamen  and  soldiers,  aboard,  and  was  ready 
to  sail  at  the  time  appointed.  She  em- 
barked ;  and  ■^^•hen  the  squadron  was  at  sea, 
told  the  commander  her  intention  :  "  Make 
all  the  sail  you  can,"  said  she,  "and  give 
chase  to  the  merchantman  that  sailed 
yesterday  evening  out  of  this  port  :  I  give 
it  to  you  to  be  plundered,  if  you  take  it ;  if 
not,  your  life  shall  answer  it." 

The  ten  ships  chased  Behram's  two  whole 
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days  without  seeing  her.  'J'he  tliircl  day  in 
the  morning  they  discovered  her,  and  at 
uoon  had  so  siuTountlcd  her,  that  she  could 
not  escape. 

As  soon  as  cruel  Behraiu  csiiied  the  ten 
ships   of  war,  he 
doubted    not     it  ^^^r^  .        ^ 

Avas   (pieen   Mar-  ,--  ^    ,. ——^\ 

giaua's   squadron        /    '•'       -'-'^ 
in  pursuit  of  him  ;       ;       S 
and  upon  that  he       i    — 
ordered  Assad  to  i  , 

be     bastinadoed,       ' 
which     he      did  ^ 

every  day,  and 
had  not  missed 
once  treating  him  ^  - 

so       barbarously 

since  he  left  the  port  of  the  city  of  magi- 
cians. On  sight  of  these  ships,  he  used  him 
more  cruelly  than  before.  He  was  much 
perplexed  what  to  do,  when  he  found  he 
was  going  to  be  surrounded.  To  keep  Assad, 
was  to  declare  himself  guilty  ;  to  kill  him 
was  as  dangerous,  for  he  feared  some  tokens 
or  other  of  it  might  be  seen.  He  therefore 
commanded  hina  to  be  unfettered  and  brought 
from  the  bottom  of  the  hold  where  he  lay. 
When  he  came  before  him,  "It  is  thou," 
said  he,  "that  art  the  cause  of  my  being 
pursued  ;  "  and  so  saying,  he  Hung  him  into 
the  sea. 

Prmce  Assad  knowing  how  to  swim,  made 
so  good  use  of  his  feet  and  hands,  that  he 
got  safe  to  shore ;  the  waves  seconding  his 
bold  exertions.  The  first  thing  he  did  after 
he  got  on  shore  was  to  thank  God,  who  had 
delivered  him  from  so  great  danger,  and 
once  more  rescued  him  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  adorers  of  tire.  He  then  stripped  him- 
self, and  wringing  the  water  out  of  his 
clothes,  he  spread  them  on  a  rock,  where, 
by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  the  rock 
together,  they  soon  dried.  After  which  he 
lay  down  to  rest  himself,  deploring  his 
miserable  condition,  not  knowing  in  what 
country  he  was,  nor  which  way  to  turn 
himself.  He  dressed  himself  again  and 
walked  on,  keening  as  near  the  sea-side  as 
he  coidd.  At  iasc  he  came  lo  a  sore  of  path 
which  he  followed,  and  travelled  ten  days 
through  a  country  which  was  not  inhabited, 
still  living  on  herbs,  plants,  and  wild  fruits. 
At  last  he  approached  the  banks  of  a  rivulet 
near  a  city,  which  he  knew  to  be  that  of  the 
magicians,  where  he  had  been  so  ill  used, 
imd  where  his  brother  Amgiad  was  grand 
vizier ;  he  was  very  glad  of  it,  resoh-ing  not 
to  come  near  any  of  the  adorers  of  fire,  but 
only  to  convei'se  with  Mussulmen  ;  for  he 
remembered  he  had  seen  some  the  first  time 
he  entered  the  town.  It  being  late,  and  he 
knowing  the  shops  were  already  shut,  and 
few  peoj)le  in  the  streets,  resolved  to  stay 
in  a  burying-groiuid  near  the  city,  where 


there  were  several  tombs  built  in  the  furni 
of  mausoleums.  He  found  the  door  of  one 
of  them  open  ;  he  entered  it,  and  designed 
to  ])ass  the  night  there. 

AVe  must  now  return  to  Behram's  shiji, 
which    was   soon 
~  ~~  surrounded  on  all 

sides  by  (([iieeu 
Margiana's  squa- 
droou,  after  he 
had  thrown 
prince  Assad 
overboard.  The 
ship  in  which 
queen  Marginia 
^1  was  in  person 
-  ,  ^  _  -^      first  boarded  him, 

and  Behram,  be- 
ing in  no  condition  of  defence  against  so 
many,  furled  his  sails  in  token  of  yielding. 

The  queen  herself  came  aboai-d  him,  and 
demanded  of  him  where  the  clerk  was, 
whom  he  had  the  boldness  to  take  or  cause 
to  be  taken  out  of  her  very  palace.  Beh- 
ram replied,  "  0  queen  !  I  swear  by  your 
majesty,  he  is  not  in  my  ship  :  you  will,  by 
searching  it,  see  my  innocence." 

JNIargiana  ordered  the  ship  to  be  searched 
as  narrowly  as  possible,  but  she  could  not 
find  the  man  whom  she  so  passionatelj' 
longed  to  recover,  as  well  out  of  love  to 
him,  as  out  of  that  generosity  which  was 
her  distinguishing  character.  She  was  going 
to  kill  Behram  with  her  own  hand,  but  re- 
framed,  contenting  herself  with  seizing  his 
ship  and  cargo,  and  turning  him  and  his  men 
on  shore  in  their  boat. 

Behram  and  his  seamen  arrived  at  the 
city  of  the  magicians  the  same  night  that 
Assad  did,  stopped  at  the  same  burying- 
ground,  the  city-gates  being  shut,  intending 
to  stay  in  some  tomb  till  the  next  day,  when 
they  were  opened  again. 

As  Assad's  ill  luck  would  have  it,  Beh- 
ram passed  before  that  in  which  the  prince 
was  sleeping,  with  his  head  wrapt  up  in  his 
habit :  Assad  awoke  at  the  noise  he  made, 
and  asked,  "  Who 's  there  ?  " 

Behram  knew  him  again  presently.  ' '  Hah, 
hah  !  "  said  he,  "thou  art  the  man  who  hast 
ruined  me  for  ever ;  thou  hast  escaped 
being  sacrificed  this  year,  but  depend  on  it 
thou  shalt  not  escape  the  next."  Saying 
this,  he  flew  upon  him,  clajipcd  his  haudker- 
chief  into  his  mouth  to  prevent  his  making 
a  noise,  and  by  the  help  of  his  seamen  bound 
him. 

The  next  morning,  as  soon  as  the  city 
gates  were  open,  Behram  and  his  men 
easily  carried  Assad  by  a  round-about  way, 
through  streets  where  nobody  was  up,  to 
the  old  man's  house  where  he  had  been  so 
inhumanly  treated.  As  soon  as  he  got  in, 
he  was  again  thrown  into  the  same  dungeon. 
Behram  acquainted  the  old  fellow  with  the 
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sad  occasion  of  liis  return,  and  tlie  ill  suc- 
cess of  his  voyage.  The  old  rascal,  upon 
this,  commanded  his  two  daughters,  Bos- 
tama  and  Cavama,  to  treat  him  more  cruelly 
than  before,  if  jjossible. 

Assad  Avas  in  a  terrible  surprise  to  find 
himself  in  the  hands  of  his  old  persecutors, 
from  whom  he  had  suffered  so  much,  and 
expected  to  undergo  another  time  the  tor- 
ments from  which  he  hoped  that  he  had 
been  delivered.  He  was  bemoaning  the 
rigour  of  his  destiny,  when  he  saw  Bostama 
enter  with  a  cudgel,  a  loaf,  and  a  pitcher  of 
water.  He  was  almost  dead  at  the  sight  of 
that  iinmercifid  wretch,  and  the  thoughts 
of  the  daily  sufferings  he  was  to  endure  for 
another  year,  after  which  he  was  to  die  the 
most  horrible  death. 

At  these  words  the  sultaness  Scheherazade 
saw  the  day  begin  to  appear,  which  inter- 
rupted her  story  for  the  present.  The  next 
night  she  continued  it,  addressing  herself 
thus  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies  : — 


The  Two  Hundred  and  Tliirty-Sixtli 
Night. 

Sin,  Bostama  dealt  not  so  inhumanly  by 
prince  Assad  as  she  had  done  the  first  time 
of  his  confinement.  His  cries,  complaints, 
and  earnest  entreaties  to  her  to  spare  him, 
joined  with  his  tears,  were  so  moving,  that 
Bostama  coidd  not  help  being  affected  by 
them,  and  shedding  tears  with  him.  "  My 
lord,"  said  she,  covering  his  shoulders  again, 
"I  ask  a  thousand  pardons  for  my  inhuman 
treatment  of  you  formerly,  and  for  making 
you  now  feel  its  effect.  Till  noW  I  Avas 
afraid  of  disobeying  a  father,  who  is  un- 
justly enraged  against  you,  and  resolved  on 
your  destruction  ;  but  at  last  I  loathe  and 
abhor  this  barbarity.  Be  comforted  ;  your 
evil  days  are  over.  I  Avill  endeavoui",  by 
better  treatment  of  you,  to  make  amends 
for  all  my  crimes,  the  enormity  of  which 
you  AviU  find  I  am  convinced  of.  You  have 
hitherto  looked  on  me  as  an  infidel ;  hence- 
forth believe  me  one  of  your  own  religion  ; 
having  been  converted  by  a  slave,  who  is  a 
Mussulman.  I  hope  your  lessons  will  finish 
my  conversion.  To  shew  my  good  inten- 
tions, I  first  beg  pardon  of  the  true  God 
for  all  my  sins,  in  deahng  so  cruelly  by 
you,  and  I  trust  he  will  put  it  in  my  power 
to  set  you  entii-ely  at  liberty. " 

The  prince  was  much  comforted  to  hear 
her  talk  thus  :  he  thanked  the  Almighty  for 
the  change  wrought  in  her  heart.  He  also 
thanked  her  for  her  good  disposition  to- 
wards him,  and  omitted  no  arguments 
which  he  thought  would  have  any  effect  to 
confirm  her  in  them,  by  instructing  her  in 
the  Mussulman  religion,  and  telling  her  his 
■whole  story,  his  high  l.>ii-th,  and  adventures 


to  that  time.  When  he  Avas  convinced  she 
was  fixed  in  her  good  resolution,  he  asked 
her  how  she  could  hinder  her  sister  Cavama' s 
knoAving  it,  and  treatmg  him  as  barbarously 
as  she  used  to  do  ?  "  Let  not  that  trouble 
you,"  repfied  Bostama;  "I  know  how  to 
order  matters  so  that  she  shaU  never  come 
near  you." 

And  as  she  said,  she  every  day  prevented 
her  coming  doAAii  into  the  dungeon,  where 
she  often  A'isited  the  prince  ;  and  instead  of 
can-ying  him  bread  and  Avatcr,  she  brought 
him  the  best  Avine  and  the  choicest  victuals 
she  could  get,  Avhich  Avas  prepared  by  her 
twelve  Mohammedan  slaves.  8he  ate  Avith 
him  herself  from  time  to  time,  and  did  her 
utmost  to  make  his  confinement  comfoi-t- 
able. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Bostama,  as  she 
stood  at  her  father's  door,  heard  the  public 
crier  making  proclamation  ;  but  she  could 
not  hear  Avhat  it  was  about,  being  too  far  off. 
As  he  came  near  her  father's  house,  she 
withdrcAV  into  it,  holding  the  door  half 
open,  perceiving  he  went  before  the  grand 
vizier  Amgiad,  brother  to  Assad  ;  Avho  Avas 
accompanied  by  several  officers,  and  other 
attendants  walking  before  and  behind  him. 

The  crier,  going  a  fcAV  steps  from  the 
house,  repeated  the  proclamation  Avith  a 
loud  A-oice,  as  follows  : — "  The  most  excel- 
lent and  illustrious  grand  vizier  is  come  iu 
2ierson  to  seek  for  his  dear  brother,  from 
whom  he  Avas  separated  about  a  year  ago  ; 
he  is  a  young  man  of  such  a  person  ;  if  any 
one  has  him  in  keeping,  or  knows  Avhere  he 
is,  his  excellency  commands  that  they  bring 
him  forth,  or  give  him  notice  Avhere  he  shall 
find  him,  promising  a  great  reward  to  the 
jjerson  that  shall  so  do  :  if  any  one  conceals 
him,  and  he  is  found,  his  excellency  declares 
he  shall  be  punished  Avith  death,  together 
Avith  his  Avife,  children,  and  all  his  family, 
and  his  house  be  razed  to  the  ground." 
Bostama,  as  soon  as  she  had  heard  this,  shut 
the  door  as  fast  as  she  coidd,  and  ran  to 
Assad  in  the  dungeon.  "  Prince,"  said  she, 
with  joy,  "your  troubles  are  at  an  end; 
follow  me  immediately."  She  had  taken  off 
his  fetters  the  first  day  he  Avas  brought  in. 
So  the  prince  followed  her  into  the  street, 
where  she  cried,  "There  he  is!  there  he 
is!" 

The  grand  Adzier,  Avho  was  not  far  from 
the  house,  returned.  Assad  knew  him  to  be 
Lis  brother,  ran  to  him,  and  emliraced  him. 
Amgiad,  who  presently  recollected  him,  re- 
turned his  embrace  with  all  jjossible  tender- 
ness, made  him  mount  one  of  his  ofBcer'a 
hoi'ses,  who  alighted  for  that  purpose,  and 
conducted  him  iu  triumjjh  to  the  palace, 
where  he  presented  him  to  the  king,  by 
Avhom  he  was  advanced  to  the  post  of  a 
A'izier. 

Bostama  would  not  return,  to  her  father's 
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house,  M-liicli  was  the  next  day  razed  to  the 
ground,  but  kept  pi'ineo  Assad  in  sight,  and 
was  sent  to  the  queen's  apartment. 

Tlie  old  man  her  father,  and  Behrani,  and 
all  their  families,  were  brought  before  the 
king,  who  condemned  tliem  to  be  beheaded. 
They  threw  themselves  at  his  feet,  and  im- 
jilored  his  mercy.  "  There  is  no  mercy  for 
you  to  expect,"  said  the  king,  "imless  you 
renounce  your  adoring  of  fire,  and  profess 
the  Mohammedan  religion." 

They  accepted  the  condition,  and  were 
pardoned  at  the 
intercession  of  As- 
sad, in  considera- 
tion of  Bostama's 
friendship  ;  for 
whose  sake  Cav- 
ama's  life,  and 
the  lives  of  the 
rest  of  tlieir  fami- 
lies, were  saved. 

Amgiad,  in 
consideration  of 
Bchram  turning 
]\Inssulman,    and 

to  compensate  for  his  loss,  wliick  he  bad 
suffered  before  be  deserved  bis  favour, 
made  him  one  of  bis  principal  officers,  and 
lodged  bim  in  bis  bouse.  Bebram,  being 
informed  of  Amgiad  and  bis  brother  As- 
sad's story,  proposed  to  bis  benefactor  to 
tit  out  a  vessel  to  convey  them  to  their 
father  king  Camaralzaman's  court.  "  For," 
said  be,  "the  king  must  certainly  have 
beard  of  your  innocence,  and  impatiently 
desire  to  see  you  ere  this  ;  otherwise  we 
can  easily  inform  bim  of  tbe  trutb  before  we 
land  ;  and  if  be  is  still  in  tbe  same  mind  you 
can  but  return  bitber." 

The  two  brothers  accepted  tbe  proposal, 
communicated  it  to  tbe  king  of  tbe  city  of 
the  magicians,  who  approved  of  it,  and  com- 
manded a  ship  to  be  equipped.  Bebram  un- 
dertook tbe  employment  cheerfully,  and 
soon  got  in  readiness  to  sail.  The  two 
princes,  wben  they  understood  tbe  ship  was 
ready,  waited  upon  tbe  king  one  morning  to 
take  tbeir  leave  of  bim.  While  they  were 
making  their  compliments,  and  thanking  tbe 
king  for  his  favours,  they  were  interrupted 
by  a  great  tumult  in  tbe  city  :  and  presently 
an  officer  came  to  give  tliem  notice,  that  a 
numerous  army  was  advancing  against  tbe 
city,  nobody  knowing  wbo  they  wei-c,  or 
whence  they  came. 

Tbe  king  being  alarmed  at  the  news,  Am- 
giad addressed  himself  to  bim  thus  :  "Sir, 
though  I  have  just  resigned  into  your  ma- 
jesty's bands  the  dignity  of  your  first  minis- 
ter, with  which  you  were  pleased  to  honour 
me,  I  am  ready  to  do  you  all  tbe  service  in 
my  power.  I  desire,  therefore,  that  you 
would  be  pleased  to  let  me  go  and  see  who 
this  enemy  is,  that  comes  to  attack  you  in 


your  capital  city,  without  having  lirst  de- 
clared war. " 

The  king  desired  bim  to  do  so.  Amgiad 
departed  from  him  immediately,  with  a 
very  small  retinue,  to  see  what  enemy  ap- 
proached, and  what  was  the  reason  of  their 
coming. 

It  was  not  long  before  prince  Amgiad  de- 
scried the  army,  which  appeared  very  for- 
midable, and  which  approached  nearer  and 
nearer.  Tbe  advanced  guai-ds  received  bim 
favoui'ably,  and  conducted  him  to  a  prin- 
cess, who  stop- 
ped, and  com- 
manded her  army 
to  halt,  while  she 
talked  with  tbe 
inince;  wbo,  bow- 
ing profoundly  to 
her,  demanded  if 
she  came  as  a 
friend  or  an 
enemy  ?  If  as  an 
enemy,  what 
cause  of  com- 
plaint she  bad 
against  the  king,  his  master  ? 

"  I  come  as  a  friend,"  replied  tbe  princess, 
"  and  have  no  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
king  of  tbe  city  of  tbe  magicians  :  bis  terri- 
tories and  mine  are  so  situated,  that  it  is  al- 
most impossible  for  us  to  have  any  disputes. 
I  only  come  to  require  a  slave,  named  Assad, 
to  be  delivered  uji  to  me.  He  was  carried 
away  by  one  Bebram,  a  captain  of  a  ship 
belonging  to  this  city,  tbe  most  insolent 
man  in  the  world.  I  hope  your  king  will 
do  me  justice,  when  he  knows  I  am  Mar- 
giana." 

The  prince  answered,  "  Mighty  queen,  tbe 
slave  whom  you  take  so  much  jiains  to  seek 
for  is  my  brother ;  I  lost  bim,  and  have  foinid 
him  again.  Come,  and  I  will  deliver  him 
up  to  you  myself,  and  will  do  myself  the  ho- 
nour to  tell  you  the  rest  of  the  story  :  the 
king  my  master  v.'ill  rejoice  to  see  yon." 

The  queen  ordered  her  army  to  pitch  then- 
tents,  and  encamp  where  they  were,  and  ac- 
companied prince  Amgiad  to  the  city  and 
palace,  where  he  pr-eseuted  her  to  the  kmg, 
who  received  her  in  a  manner  becoming  her 
dignity.  Assad,  wbo  was  jiresent,  and  knew 
her  as  soon  as  be  saw  her,  also  paid  his  re- 
spects to  her.  She  shewed  great  joy  at  the 
sight  of  him  ;  and  while  they  were  thus  en- 
gaged, tidings  came  that  an  army  more 
powerful  than  the  former  approached  on  tbe 
other  side  of  the  city, 

Tbe  king  of  the  magicians  ■was  more  ter- 
rified than  before,  understanding  tbe  second 
army  was  more  numerous  than  the  first ; 
for  he  saw  this  by  the  clouds  of  dust  they 
raised,  which  hid  the  face  of  tbe  heavens. 
"Amgiad,"  cried  be,  "v.-hat  shall  we  do 
now  ?    a  new  army  comes  to  destroy  us." 
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Amgiad  guessed  what  the  king  meant  ;  he 
mounted  on  horsehack  again,  and  galloppcd 
towards  the  second  army.  He  demanded  of 
the  advanced  guards  to  speak  with  their 
general ;  they  conducted  him  to  a  king,  for 
such  he  was  he  saw  by  the  crown  on  his 
head.  "When  he  drew  near  him,  he  alighted, 
prostrated  himself  to  the  ground,  and  asked 
what  he  required  of  the  king,  his  master. 

The  monarch  re2)lied,  "  I  am  Gaiour,  king 
of  China ;  my  desire  to  learn  tidings  of  a 
daughter,  whose  name  is  Badoura,  whom  I 
married  to  Camaralzaman,  son  of  Schahza- 
man,  king  of  the  isles  of  the  Children  of 
Khaiedan,  obliged  me  to  leave  my  domi- 
nions. I  suffered  that  prince  to  go  see  his 
father  Schahzaman,  king  of  the  isles  of  the 
Children  of  Khaiedan,  on  condition  he  came 
back  in  a  year  with  my  daughter  ;  from  that 
time  I  have  heard  nothing  of  them.  Your 
king  will  lay  an  infinite  obligation  on  an 
afflicted  father,  to  tell  him  if  he  knows  what 
is  become  of  them." 

Prince  Amgiad,  perceiving  by  his  dis- 
course that  the  king  was  his  grandfather, 
kissed  his  hand  with  tenderness,  and  an- 
swered him  thus  :  "  Sir,  I  hope  your  ma- 
jesty will  pardon  my  freedom,  when  you 
know  that  T  take  it  only  to  pay  my  duty  to 
my  grandfather  :  I  am  the  son  of  Camaral- 
zaman, king  of  the  Isle  of  Ebene,  and  of 
queen  Badoura,  for  whom  you  are  thus 
troubled  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  they  are  both 
in  good  health  in  their  kingdom." 

The  king  of  China,  overjoyed  to  see  his 


grandson,  tenderly  embraced  him.  ynch  a 
meeting,  so  happy  and  unexpected,  drew 
tears  from  both.  The  king,  inquiring  on 
Avhat  occasion  he  came  into  a  strange  coun- 
try, the  prince  told  him  aU  that  had  hap- 
pened to  him  and  his  brother  Assad.  When 
he  had  ended  his  relation,  "My  son,"  re- 
plied the  king  of  China,  "it  is  not  just  that 
such  innocent  princes  as  you  are  should  be 
longer  ill-used.  Comfort  yourself  ;  1  will 
carry  you  and  your  brother  home,  and  make 
your  peace.  Return,  and  acquaint  your 
brother  with  my  arrival." 

While  the  king  of  China  encamped  in  the 
same  place  where  prince  Amgiad  met  him, 
that  prince  returned  to  let  the  lung  of  the 
magicians,  who  waited  for  him  impatiently, 
know  how  he  had  succeeded. 

The  king  was  amazed  that  so  mighty  a 
king  as  he  of  China  shoidd  undertake  such  a 
long  and  troublesome  journe\-,  out  of  a  de- 
sire to  see  his  daughter,  and  that  he  was  so 
near  his  capital.  He  gave  orders  to  make 
things  ready  for  his  reception,  and  went 
forth  to  meet  him. 

While  these  things  were  transacting,  a 
great  dust  was  seen  on  another  side  of  the 
town  ;  and  suddenly  news  came  of  the  ar- 
rival of  a  third  army,  which  obliged  the  king 
to  stoj),  and  to  desire  the  prince  Amgiad 
once  more  to  see  who  they  were,  and  on 
what  account  they  came.  Amgiad  went  ac- 
cordingly, and  prince  Assad  accompanied 
him.  They  found  it  v>-as  Camaralzaman 
their  father's   army,    with  whom    he   was 


'^^ii\i 
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coming  to  seek  for  them.  He  was  so 
grieved  for  the  loss  of  his  sons,  that  at  last 
emir  Giondar  declared  how  he  had  saved 
their  lives,  which  made  him  resolve  to  go 
and  see  towards  what  coimtry  the  two 
princes  had  travelled. 


The  afllicted  father  embraced  the  two 
princes  with  Hoods  of  tears  of  joy,  which 
put  an  end  to  those  he  had  a  long  time  shed 
for  grief.  The  princes  had  no  sooner  told 
him  the  king  of  China,  his  father-in-law,  was 
arrived,    but  he,    with  them   and  a  small 
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))arty,  rotle  to  wait  upon  liim  in  his  camp. 
They  liacl  not  gone  far  before  they  saw  a 
fourth  army,  advancing  in  good  order,  which 
eccnied  to  come  from  Persia. 

Camaralzaman  tokl  the  two  princes  to  go 
and  see  what  army  it  was,  and  ho  woukl  in 
the  meanwhile  stay  for  them.  They  de- 
l)iirted  immediately ;  and,  coming  up  to  it, 
were  ]ircsented  to  the  king  to  whom  the 
army  belonged  :  and,  after  having  saluted 
him  with  due  reverence,  they  demanded  on 
what  design  he  approached  so  near  the  king 
of  the  magicians'  capital.  The  grand  vizier, 
who  was  present,  answered  in  the  name  of 
the  king  his  master,  "The  monarch  to  whom 
you  speak  is  Schahzaman,  king  of  the  isles 
of  the  Chiklren  of  Khaledau  ;  who  has  a  long 
time  travelled,  thus  attended,  to  seek  his 
son,  prince  Camarakamau,  who  left  his  do- 
minions many  years  ago  ;  if  you  know  any- 
thing of  him,  you  cannot  oblige  him  more 
than  to  acquaint  him  with  it." 

The  princes  only  replied,  that  they  would 
bring  him  an  answer  in  a  little  time  ;  and, 
galloping  back  as  fast  as  they  could,  told 
Camaralzaman  it  was  king  Schahzaman's 
army,  and  that  the  king  his  father  was  with 
it  in  person. 

Wonder,  surprise,  joy,  and  grief,  to  have 
left  the  king  his  father  withoiit  taking  leave 
of  him,  had  such  an  effect  on  king  Camaral- 
zaman, that  he  fainted  as  soon  as  he  heard 
he  was  so  near.  Prince  Amgiad  and  prince 
Assad,  by  their  assiduities,  at  length  brought 
him  to  himself  ;  and  when  he  had  recovered 
his  strength,  he  went  to  his  fathei-'s  tent, 
and  threw  himself  at  his  feet. 

Never  was  there  a  more  moving  interview 
between  a  father  and  a  son.  Schahzaman 
kindly  ujjbi-aided  Camaralzaman  with  un- 
kindness  in  so  cruelly  leaving  him  ;  and  Ca- 
maralzaman discovered  a  hearty  sorrow  for 
the  faidt  which  love  had  urged  him  to  com- 
mit. 

The  three  kings  and  queen  IMargiana 
stayed  three  days  at  the  court  of  the  king  of 
the  magicians,  who  treated  them  magnifi- 
cently. These  three  days  were  rendered 
more  remarkable  by  prince  Assad's  mamage 
with  queen  I\Iargiana,  and  prince  Amgiad 
with  Bostama,  for  the  service  she  had  done 
his  brother  Assad. 

At  last  the  three  kings,  and  queen  Mar- 
giana,  with  her  husband  Assad,  returned  to 
their  respective  kingdoms.  As  for  Amgiad, 
the  king  of  the  magicians  had  such  an  allec- 
tion  for  him,  he  would  not  pai-t  with  him  ; 
and  being  very  old,  he  resigned  his  crown  to 
him.  Amgiad,  when  he  had  the  supreme 
authority,  did  his  utmost  to  exterminate  the 
worship  of  tire,  and  establish  the  j\Iohanime- 
dan  religion  throughout  his  dominions. 


advektiseme:st. 

The  readers  of  the  foregoing  Tales  were 
tired  with  the  interruption  Dinarzade  gave 
them.  This  defect  is  now  remedied,  and 
they  will  meet  Avith  no  more  interruptions 
at  the  end  of  every  night.  It  is  sufEcient  to 
know  the  design  of  the  Arabian  author  who 
first  made  this  collection. 

There  are  some  of  these  Arabian  Tales 
where  neither  Scheherazade,  sultan  Schah- 
riar,  Diuai'zade,  nor  any  distinction  by 
nights,  is  mentioned  ;  which  shews  that  all 
the  Arabians  have  not  approved  the  method 
which  this  author  has  used,  and  that  many 
of  them  have  been  tired  with  these  repeti- 
tions. Care  has  been  taken  to  reform  tliis 
in  the  following  translation  ;  but,  without 
mentioning  any  other  reasons,  there  were  so 
many  and  so  great  objections  to  proceeding 
in  that  method,  that  we  found  it  necessary 
to  alter  it. 

The  reader  must  therefore  be  acquainted, 
that  Scheherazade  goes  now  on  always 
without  interruption. 


THE   STORY   OF   NOUREDDIN   AND   THE   F.VIR 

PERSIAN. 

The  city  of  Balsora  was  for  many  years 
the  capital  of  a  kingdom  tributary  to  the 
caliphs  of  Arabia.  The  king  who  governed 
it  in  the  days  of  the  caliph  Haroun  Alraschid 
was  named  Zinebi.  They  were  cousins,  the 
sons  of  two  brothers.  Zinebi  not  thinking  it 
])roper  to  commit  the  administration  of  his 
affairs  to  one  single  vizier,  made  choice  of 
two,  Khacan  and  Saouy. 

Khacan  was  of  a  sweet,  generous,  and 
aSablo  temper,  and  took  a  jiride  in  obliging, 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  those  with  whom 
he  had  any  concern,  without  the  least  hin- 
drance to  justice,  which  he  was  obliged  to 
distribute  ;  so  that  he  was  universally  re- 
spected at  court,  in  the  city,  and  throughout 
the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  the  praises  he  so 
highly  deserved  were  the  general  theme. 

Saouy  was  of  a  quite  different  character  : 
he  was  always  sidlen  and  morose,  and  dis- 
gusted everybody,  -o-ithout  regard  to  their 
rank  or  quality.  Instead  of  making  himself 
beloved  and  admired  for  his  riches,  he  was 
so  perfect  a  miser  as  to  deny  himself  the 
necessaries  of  life.  In  short,  nobody  coidd 
eudm-e  him,  and  nothing  good  was  said  of 
him.  But  what  increased  the  people's  hatred 
against  him  the  more,  was  his  implacable 
aversion  to  IChacan  ;  always  interpreting  in 
the  worst  sense  the  actions  of  that  worthy 
minister,  and  endeavoiu-ing  to  do  him  all  the 
iU  ollices  imaginable  with  the  king. 

One  day,  after  council,  the  king  of  Bal- 
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sora  amused  himself  ^vith  his  two  ^-izie^s  and 
some  other  members  of  the  council.  The 
conversation  turned  upon  the  women  slaves 
that  are  daily  bought  and  sold,  and  are  with 
us  almost  accounted  in  the  same  rank  with 
our  lawful  wives.  Some  were  of  opinion 
that  it  was  enough  if  the  slave  so  bouglit 
was  beautiful  and  well-shaped,  to  make 
amends  for  the  wives,  which  very  often,  on 
account  of  alliance  or  interest  in  families, 
men  are  obliged  to  marry,  though  they  are 
not  always  the  greatest  beauties,  or  possessed 
of  any  perfection,  either  of  mind  or  body. 

Others  maintained,  and  amongst  the  rest 
Khacan,  that  neither  beauty  nor  all  bodily 
perfections  were  the  only  things  to  be  desired 
in  a  slave,  but  that  they  ought  to  be  accom- 
panied with  a  great  share  of  wit,  prudence, 
modesty,  and  agreeablcness,  and,  if  possible, 
much  pleasing  knowledge.  The  reason  they 
gave  for  it  was,  that  nothing  coidd  be  more 
agreeable  to  persons  on  whom  the  manage- 
ment of  important  affairs  depends,  than, 
after  having  spent  the  whole  day  in  that 
fatiguing  employment,  to  have  a  companion 
in  their  retirement,  whose  conversation  is 
not  only  pleasing,  but  useful  and  amusing  : 
"For,  in  short,"  continued  thcj',  "there  is 
biit  little  difference  between  brutes  and  those 
men  who  keepi  a  slave  only  to  look  at,  and 
gratify  a  passion  that  we  have  in  common 
with  them." 

The  Idng  was  entirely  of  their  opinion 
who  sjioke  last,  and  he  gave  a  i)roof  of  it, 
by  ordei-ing  Khacan  to  buy  him  a  slave,  a 
perfect  beauty,  mistress  of  all  those  qualifi- 
tications  they  had  just  mentioned,  and,  in 
particidar,  possessed  of  knowledge. 

8aouy,  jealous  of  the  honour  the  king 
had  done  IChacan,  and  being  of  a  contrary 
o])inion,  said,  "  Sire,  it  will  be  very  difficult 
to  find  a  slave  so  accomjilished  as  your 
majesty  requires  ;  and  should  they  light 
111)011  such  a  one,  (as  I  scarce  believe  they 
will,)  she  will  be  a  cheap  bargain  at  ten 
thousand  pieces  of  gold."  "  Saouy,"  replied 
the  king,  "  I  perceive  jilainly  you  think  it 
too  great  a  sum ;  it  may  bo  so  for  you, 
though  not  for  me."  Then,  turning  to  his 
high  treasurer,  he  ordered  him  to  send  the 
ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold  to  the  vizier's 
house. 

Khacan,  as  soon  as  he  came  home,  sent 
for  all  the  brokers  who  used  to  deal  in 
women  slaves,  and  strictly  charged  them, 
that  if  ever  they  met  with  a  slave  that 
answered  the  description  he  gave  them,  they 
should  come  and  actj^uaint  him  with  it.  The 
brokers,  ])artly  to  oblige  the  vizier,  and 
partly  for  their  own  interest,  jjromised  to 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  find  out  one 
to  his  liking.  Scarce  a  day  i)assed  but  they 
brought  him  one ;  but  he  always  found  some 
f  axdt  or  other. 

One  day  as  Khacan  was  getting  on  horse- 


back, very  early  in  the  morning,  to  go  to 
court,  a  broker  came  to  him,  and  catching 
hold  of  the  stirrup  with  great  eagerness, 
told  him  there  was  a  Persian  merchant 
arrived  very  late  the  day  before,  who  had  a 
slave  to  sell,  so  surprisingly  beautiful,  that 
she  excelled  all  women  that  his  eyes  had 
ever  beheld:  "And  for  wit  and  knowledge," 
added  he,  "the  merchant  engages  she  shall 
match  the  finest  wits,  and  the  most  learned 
persons  of  the  age." 

Khacan,  overjoyed  at  this  news,  which 
made  him  hope  for  a  favourable  opportunity 
of  making  his  coiu't,  ordered  him  to  luring 
the  slave  to  his  palace  against  his  return, 
and  continued  his  journey. 

The  broker  failed  not  to  be  at  the  vizier'.s 
at  the  appointed  hour  ;  and  Kliacan,  finding 
the  lovely  slave  so  much  beyond  his  expec- 
tation, immediately  gave  her  the  name  of 
the  Fair  Persian.  As  he  had  an  infinite 
deal  of  wit  and  learning,  be  soon  perceived, 
by  her  conversation,  that  it  was  in  vain  to 
search  further  for  a  slave  that  surpassed  her 
in  any  of  the  qualifications  required  by  the 
king,  and  therefore  he  asked  the  broker  at 
what  rate  the  Persian  merchant  valued  her. 

"  Sir,"  replied  the  broker,  "he  is  a  man 
of  few  words  in  bargaining ;  and  he  tells  me, 
that  the  very  lowest  price  he  can  part  witli 
her  at  is  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  lie 
has  also  sv/orn  to  me,  that  without  reckon- 
ing his  care  and  jiains,  from  the  time  of  his 
first  taking  charge  of  her,  he  has  laid  out 
pretty  near  the  sum  upon  her  education,  in 
masters  to  accomplish  both  her  body  and 
her  mind,  besides  clothes  and  maintenance  ; 
ajid  as  he  always  thought  her  fit  for  a  king, 
so  from  her  very  infancy,  when  he  first 
bought  her,  he  has  not  been  sjjaring  of  any- 
thing that  might  contribute  towards  advanc- 
ing her  to  that  high  honour.  She  plays 
upon  all  sorts  of  instruments  to  perfection  ; 
she  sings,  dances,  v.rites  better  than  the 
most  celebrated  authors,  makes  verses,  and, 
in  short,  there  is  scarce  any  book  but  she 
has  read ;  so  that  there  never  was  a  slave 
of  so  great  a  capacity  heard  of  before." 

The  vizier  Khacan,  who  understood  the 
merit  of  the  Fair  Persian  better  than  the 
courtier,  who  only  reported  what  he  had 
heard  from  the  merchant,  was  uuAvilling  to 
drive  off  the  bargain  to  another  time ;  and 
therefore  sent  one  of  his  servants  to  look 
after  the  merchant,  where  the  courtier  told 
him  he  was  to  be  found. 

As  soon  as  the  Persian  merchant  came, 
"It  is  not  for  myself,  but  the  king,"  said 
the  vizier  Khacan,  "that  T  buy  your  slave  ; 
but,  however,  you  must  let  him  have  her  at 
a  more  reasonable  i)rice  than  what  you  have 
set  ui)on  her." 

"Sir,"  replied  the  merchant,  "I  should 
do  myself  an  unspeakable  honoiu*  in  offering 
her  as  a  present  to  his  majesty,  if  it  became 
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a  person  iu  my  situation  to  make  him  one  of  | 
what  so  inestimable  vahic.  I  ask  no  more  [ 
than  her  educa- 
tion and  accom- 
plishment have 
cost  me  ;  and  all 
I  have  to  say 
is,  that  I  be- 
lieve his  majesty 
will  be  extremely 
pleased  with  the 
purchase." 

The  vizier  Kha- 
can  Avould  no  lon- 
ger stand  bargain- 
ing with  the  mer- 
chant, but  paid 
him  the  money 
down  immediate- 
ly. "Sir,"  said 
he  to  the  vizier, 
upon  taking  his 
leave  of  him, 
"since  the  slave 
is  designed  for  the 
king's  use,  give 
me  leave  to  tell 
you,  that  being 
extremely  fatigu- 
ed with  our  long 

journey,  you  see  her  at  a  great  disadvantage ; 
and  though  she  has  not  her  equal  in 
the  world  for  beauty,  yet  if  you  please  to 
keep  her  at  yoiu-  ovnx  house  but  a  fortnight, 
and  take  a  little  pains  with  her,  she  will 
appear  quite  another  creature  :  after  that 
you  may  present  her  to  the  king  with  honour 
and  credit ;  for  wliich  I  hope  you  will  think 
yourself  much  obliged  to  me.  The  sun,  you 
see,  has  a  little  altered  her  complexion  ;  but 
after  two  or  three  times  bathing,  and  when 
you  have  dressed  her  as  you  think  proper, 
she  will  be  so  changed,  that  she  will  appear 
to  your  eyes  infinitely  more  charming  than 
now." 

Khacan  was  much  pleased  with  the  advice 
the  merchant  gave  him,  and  was  resolved  to 
follow  it.  He  assigned  the  Fair  Persian  a 
particular  apartinent  near  his  lady's,  whom 
he  desu-ed  to  invite  her  to  an  entertainment, 
and  henceforth  to  treat  her  as  a  person 
designed  for  the  king ;  he  also  entreated 
her  to  get  several  suits  of  the  richest  clothes 
for  her  that  could  be  had,  and  that  became 
her  best.  Before  he  took  his  leave  of  the 
Fair  Persian,  "Your  happiness,  madam," 
said  he,  ' '  cannot  be  greater  than  what  I  am 
about  to  procure  for  you;  you  shall  judge 
for  yourself:  it  is  for  the  king  himself" I 
have  purchased  you,  and  I  hope  he  will  be 
better  pleased  with  possessing  you  than  I 
am  in  having  discharged  the  commission  his 
majesty  has  honoured  me  with.  I  think  it, 
however,  my  duty  to  warn  you,  that  I  have 
a  son,  who,  though  he  does  not  want  wit, 


yet  is  yoimg,  insinuating,  and  forward; 
and  to  caution  you  how  .you  suffer  him  to 
come  near  you." 
The  Fair  Persian 
thanked  him  for 
his  good  advice ; 
and  after  she  had 
given  him  an  as- 
surance of  her  in- 
tention to  follow 
it,  he  withdrew. 

NoureddLn,  for 
so  the  vizier's  son 
was  named,  had 
free  access  to  his 
mother's  apart- 
ment, with  Avhom 
ho  usually  ate 
his  meals.  He 
was  very  genteel, 
young,  agreeable, 
and  bold  ;  and 
being  master  of 
abundance  of  wit 
and  readiness  of 
expression,  had 
the  art  of  per- 
suading others  as 
he  pleased.  He 
saw  the  Fair  Per- 
sian ;  and  from  the  first  interview,  though 
he  knew  his  father  had  bought  her  pur- 
posely for  the  king,  and  had  declared  the 
same  to  him,  yet  he  never  used  the  least 
endeavour  to  check  the  violence  of  his 
passion.  In  short,  he  resigned  himself 
wholly  to  the  power  of  her  charms,  by  which 
his  heart  was  at  first  conquered  ;  and,  from 
his  first  conversation  with  her,  he  resolved 
to  employ  his  utmost  endeavours  to  get  her 
from  the  king. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Fair  Persian  had 
no  dishke  to  Noureddin.  "  The  vizier,"  said 
she  to  herself,  "  has  done  me  honour  to 
purchase  me  for  the  king  of  Balsora ;  but  I 
should  have  thought  myself  very  happy  if 
he  had  designed  me  only  for  his  own  son." 

Noureddin  was  not  backward  in  making 
use  of  the  advantage  of  seeing  and  con- 
versing with  a  beauty  he  was  so  passionately 
enamoured  with  ;  for  he  would  never  leave 
her,  till  his  mother  forced  him  to  do  it.  "My 
son,"  said  she,  "  it  is  not  proper  for  a  young 
man  like  you  to  be  always  in  the  women's 
ajiartment :  go,  mind  your  studies,  and 
endeavour  to  qualify  yourself  to  succeed 
your  father  in  his  liigh  posts  and  honours." 

It  being  a  great  while  since  the  Fair 
Persian  had  bathed,  upon  account  of  her 
long  journey,  the  vizier's  lady,  five  or  sbc 
days  after  she  was  purchased,  ordered  the 
bath  in  her  owTi  house  to  be  got  ready  pur- 
posely for  her.  She  sent  her  to  it  with  many 
other  women  slaves,  who  were  charged  by 
the  vizier's  lady  to  be  as  attentive  to  her  as 
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to  herself ;  and,  after  bathing,  to  ]mt  on 
her  a  very  rich  suit  of  clothes  that  she  had 
provided  for  her.  She  was  the  more  careful, 
in  order  to  ingratiate  herself  with  her  hus- 
Laud,  by  letting  him  see  how  much  she 
interested  herself  in  everything  that  con- 
tributed to  his  pleasure. 

As  soon  as  she  came  out  of  the  bath,  the 
Fair  Persian,  a  thousand  times  more  beauti- 
ful than  ever  she  appeared  to  Khacan  when 
he  bought  her,  went  to  make  a  visit  to  his 
lady,  who  at  first  sight  hardly  knew  her. 
The  Fair  Persian  kissed  her  hand  in  a  very 
graceful  manner,  and  said  to  her,  "  INLidam, 
[  know  not  how  you  like  me  in  this  dress 
3'ou  have  pleased  to  order  for  me  ;  but  yovir 
women,  who  tell  me  it  becomes  me  so  ex- 
tremely well  they  should  scarce  know  me, 
certainly  flatter  me :  from  you  alone  I  expect 
to  hear  the  truth ;  but,  if  what  they  say  be 
really  so,  I  am  indebted  to  you,  madam,  for 
the  advantage  it  has  given  me." 

"Oh!  my  daughter,"  cried  the  vizier's 
lady,  transported  with  joy,  "you  have  no 
reason  to  believe  my  women  have  flattered 
you  :  I  am  better  skilled  in  beauty  than 
they :  and,  setting  aside  your  dress,  which 
becomes  you  admirably  well,  j-our  beauty 
is  so  much  improved  by  the  bath,  that  I 
hardly  knew  you  myself.  If  I  thought  the 
bath  was  warm  enough,  I  would  take  my 
1  turn  ;  for  I  am  now  of  an  age  that  requii-es 
frequent  use  of  it."  "Madam,"  rejibed  the 
Fair  Persian,  "I  have  nothing  to  say  to  the 
undeserved  civilities  you  have  been  pleased 
to  shew  me;  but  as  for  the  bath,  it  is  in 
wonderful  fine  order ;  and  if  you  design  to 
go  iu,  j-ou  have  no  time  to  lose,  as  your 
women  can  inform  you  as  well  as  I." 

The  vizier's  lady,  considering  that  she  had 
not  bathed  for  some  days  past,  was  desirous 
to  make  use  of  that  opportunity ;  and  accord- 
ingly she  acquainted  her  women  with  her 
intention,  who  immediately  prepared  aU 
things  necessary  on  such  an  occasion.  The 
Fair  Persian  withdrew  to  her  apartment  ; 
and  the  vizier's  lady,  before  she  went  to 
bathe,  ordered  two  little  female  slaves  to 
stay  with  her,  with  a  strict  charge,  that  if 
Noureddin  came,  they  should  not  give  him 
admittance. 

While  the  vizier's  lady  was  bathing,  and 
the  fair  slave  alone  in  her  apartment,  in 
came  Noureddin,  and  not  finding  his  mother 
in  her  chamber,  went  directly  to  the  Fair 
Persian's,  where  he  found  the  two  little 
slaves  in  the  antechamber  :  he  asked  them 
where  his  mother  was  ?  They  told  him,  in 
the  bath.  "Where  is  the  Fair  Persian, 
then  ?  "  replied  Noureddin.  "  In  her  cham- 
ber," answered  the  slaves  ;  bat  we  have 
positive  orders  from  your  mother  not  to  let 
you  go  in." 

The  entrance  into  the  Fair  Persian's  cham- 
ber being  only  covered  -syith  a  piece  of  tapes- 


trj%  Noureddin  went  to  lift  it  up,  in  order  to 
go  in,  but  was  opposed  by  the  two  slaves, 
who  clapped  themselves  just  before  it,  on 
purpose  to  stoji  his  passage  :  he  presently 
caught  hold  of  them  both  by  the  arms,  and, 
thrusting  them  out  of  the  antechamber, 
locked  the  door  upon  them.  Away  they 
immediately  ran,  with  a  crreat  outcry,  to  the 
Ijatli,  and  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  told  tlieir 
lady,  that  Noureddin,  having  driven  them 
away  by  force,  Avas  got  into  the  Fair  Persian's 
chamber. 

The  vizier's  lady  received  the  astonishing 
news  of  her  son's  pre-umption  -ndth  the 
greatest  concern.  She  immediately  left  off 
bathing,  and,  dressing  herself  with  all  pos- 
sible speed,  came  directly  to  the  Fair  Per- 
sian's chamber ;  but  before  she  could  get 
thither,  Noureddin  was  gone. 

The  Fair  Persian  was  extremely  sur- 
prised to  see  the  vizier's  lady  enter  her 
chamber  all  in  tears,  and  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion. "Madam,"  said  she  to  her,  "may 
I  presume  to  ask  the  occasion  of  your  con- 
cern? and  what  accident  has  happened  in 
the  bath,  that  makes  you  leave  it  so  soon?" 

"What!"  cried  the  vizier's  lady,  "can 
you  so  calmly  ask  that  question,  when  my 
son  Noureddin  has  been  with  you  alone  in 
your  chamber  ?  Can  there  happen  a  greater 
misfortune  to  him  or  me  ?" 

"I  beseech  you,  madam,"  said  the  fair 
slave,  "  what  prejudice  can  this  action  of 
Noureddin's  do  to  you  or  him  ?  " 

"How!"  replied  the  vizier's  lady,  "did 
not  my  husband  tell  you  that  you  were  de- 
signed for  the  king,  and  sufliciently  cautioned 
you  to  beware  of  Noureddin  ?" 

"I  have  not  forgot  it,  madam,"  replied 
the  Fair  Persian;  "but  your  son  came  to 
tell  me  the  vizier,  his  father,  had  changed 
his  mind,  and  instead  of  reserving  me  for 
the  king,  as  he  first  designed,  has  made  him 
a  present  of  my  person.  I  easily  l)elieved 
him,  madam ;  for,  oh !  think  how  a  slave, 
as  I  am,  accustomed  from  my  infant  j^ears 
to  the  laws  of  servitude,  could  or  ought  to 
resist  him  !  I  must  own  I  did  it  Avith  the 
less  unwillingness  on  account  of  a  violent  in- 
clination for  him,  which  the  freedom  of  con- 
versation and  daily  intercourse  has  raised  in 
my  soul.  I  coidd,  without  regret,  lose  the 
hope  of  ever  being  the  lung's,  and  think  my- 
self perfectly  hapi)y  in  spending  my  whole 
life  with  Noureddin." 

At  this  discourse  of  the  Fair  Persian's, 
"Would  to  God,"  cried  the  vizier's  lady, 
"that  what  you  say  were  true  !  I  should 
hear  it  with  joy  ;  but,  believe  me,  Noiured- 
din  is  an  imi)ostor,  and  has  deceived  you  ; 
for  it  is  impossible  his  father  shoidd  ever 
make  him  the  present  he  spoke  of.  Ah  ! 
wi-etched  youtli,  how  miserable  has  he  made 
me!  but  more  his  father,  by  the  dismal  con- 
sequences we  must  all  expect  to  share  with 
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him  !  Neither  my  iirayers  nor  tears  will  be 
able  to  jjrevail,  or  obtain  a  ]iarclon  for  him : 
but  as  soon  as  his  father  hears  of  his  violence 
to  j-on,  ho  will  inevitably  sacriiice  him  to 
liis  just  resentment."  At  those  words  she 
fell  to  weeping  bitterly ;  and  the  slaves,  who 
were  as  much  afraid  for  Noureddin  as  her- 
self, bore  her  company. 

A  little  after  this,  in  came  the  vizier 
Khacan ;  and  being  surprised  to  find  his 
lady  and  her  slaves  all  in  tears,  and  the  Fair 
Persian  very  melancholy,  asked  the  reason 
of  it ;  but,  instead  of  answering  him,  his  wife 
and  his  slaves  kept  on  weeping  and  lament- 
ing. He  was  more  astonished  at  this  than 
before  :  at  last  addressing  himself  to  his 
wife,  "I  command  you,"  said  he,  "to  let 
me  know  the  occasion  of  your  tears,  and  to 
tell  me  the  whole  truth." 

The  poor  disconsolate  lady  coidd  no  longer 
refuse  to  satisfy  her  husband.  "Sir,"  said 
she,  "  first  jiromise  not  to  use  me  unkindly 
for  what  I  tell  yoii,  since  I  assure  you  that 
what  has  happened  has  not  been  occasioned 
by  any  fault  of  mine :  "  then,  witliout  staying 
for  his  answer,  "Whilst  I  was  bathing  with 
my  women,"  continued  she,  "your  son,  lay- 
ing hold  of  that  fatal  opportunity  to  ruin  us 
both,  came  hither,  and  made  the  Fair  Per- 
sian believe,  that  instead  of  reserving  her 
for  the  king,  as  you  once  designed,  you  had 
given  her  to  him  as  a  present ;  I  do  not  say 
what  he  did  after  such  a  notorious  falsehood, 
but  shall  leave  you  to  judge  of  it  yourself. 
This  is  the  cause  of  my  affliction,  upon  your 
account,  and  his,  for  whom  I  want  confidence 
to  implore  your  jiardon." 

It  is  impossible  to  express  the  vizier  Kha- 
can's  distraction  upon  hearing  of  the  inso- 
lence of  his  son  Noureddin.  "Ah!  "cried 
he,  beating  his  breast,  and  tearing  his  beard, 
' '  miserable  son  !  unworthy  of  life  !  hast 
thou  at  last  thrown  thy  father  from  the 
highest  pinnacle  of  happiness  into  a  mis- 
fortune that  must  inevitably  involve  thee 
also  in  his  ruin  ?  Neither  will  the  king  l)e 
satisfied  with  thy  blood  or  mine,  to  avenge 
the  affront  offered  to  his  royal  person." 

His  lady  endeavoured  to  comfort  him. 
"Afflict  yourself  no  more  about  the  matter," 
said  she  ;  "I  shall  easily  raise,  with  part  of 
my  jewels,  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and 
you  may  buy  another  slave,  more  beautiful, 
and  more  worthy  of  the  king." 

"Ah!"  replied  the  \azier,  "could  you 
think  me  capable  of  being  so  extremely 
afflicted  at  losing  ten  thousand  pieces  of 
gold  ?  It  is  not  that  loss,  nor  the  loss  of  all 
I  am  worth ;  for  that  I  shoidd  not  feel ;  but 
the  forfeiting  my  honour,  more  precious  than 
all  the  riches  in  the  world."  "However,  me- 
thinks,"  replied  the  lady,  "a  loss  that  can 
be  repaired  by  money  cannot  be  so  very 
great." 

"How!"   cried  the  vizier;    "don't  you 


know  Saouy  is  my  mortal  enemy ;  and  as 
soon  as  this  aflair  comes  to  his  knowledge, 
do  you  think  he  will  not  exult  over  me  be- 
fore the  king  ?  '  Your  majesty, '  will  he  say  to 
him,  'is  always  talking  of  Khacan's  zeal  and 
affection  for  your  service  ;  but  see  what  a 
proof  he  has  lately  given  of  his  being  worthy 
the  regard  you  liave  hitherto  shown  him. 
He  has  received  ten  thousand  ]iieces  of  gold 
to  buy  a  slave  with;  and,  to  do  him  justice, 
he  has  most  honourably  acquitted  himself  of 
that  commission,  in  buying  the  most  beauti- 
ful that  ever  eyes  beheld  ;  but,  instead  of 
bringing  her  to  your  majestj^,  he  has  thought 
it  better  to  make  a  present  of  her  to  his  son. 
'  Here,  my  son, '  said  he,  '  take  this  slave, 
since  thou  art  more  worthy  of  her  than  the 
king.'  Then  with  his  usual  malice  will  ho 
go  on,  'His  son  has  her  nov/  entirely  in  his 
possession,  and  every  day  revels  in  her 
arms,  without  the  least  disturbance.  This, 
sir,  is  the  exact  truth,  that  I  have  done  my- 
self the  honour  of  acquainting  you  with  ; 
and  if  your  majesty  questions  it,  you  may 
easily  satisfy  yourself.'  Do  you  not  plain- 
ly see,"  continued  the  vizier,  "how,  upon 
such  a  malicious  insinuation  as  this,  I  am 
every  moment  liable  to  have  my  house  forced 
by  the  king's  guards,  and  the  Fair  Persian 
taken  from  me,  besides  a  thousand  other 
misfortunes  that  will  unavoidably  follow  ? " 
"Sir,"  replied  the  vizier's  lady  to  her  hus- 
band, "I  am  sensible  the  malice  of  Saouy  is 
very  great,  and  that,  if  he  has  but  the  least 
intimation  of  this  affair,  he  will  certainly 
give  it  a  turn  very  disadvantageous  to  your 
interest ;  but  hoM'  is  it  possible  that  he  or 
anybody  else  should  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  what  has  been  ^jrivately  ti-ansacted  in 
your  family?"  Suj^pose  it  comes  to  the 
king's  ears,  and  he  should  ask  you  about  it ; 
cannot  you  say,  that  upon  a  strict  examina- 
tion you  did  not  think  the  slave  so  fit  for 
his  majesty's  use  as  you  did  at  the  first  view; 
that  the  merchant  has  cheated  you ;  that, 
indeed,  she  has  a  great  deal  of  beauty,  but 
is  nothing  near  so  accomplished  as  she  was 
reported  to  be?  The  king  will  certainly 
believe  what  you  say,  and  Saouy  be  vexed 
to  the  soul,  to  see  all  his  malicious  designs 
of  ruining  you  eternally  disappointed  :  take 
courage  then,  and  if  you  will  folloAV  my 
advice,  send  for  all  the  courtiers,  tell  them 
you  do  not  like  the  Fair  Persian,  and  order 
them  to  be  as  expeditious  as  possible  in  get- 
ting another  slave." 

The  vizier  Khacan,  approving  of  this  rea- 
sonable advice,  resolved  to  make  use  of  it, 
as  his  passion  began  to  cool ;  yet  his  in- 
dignation against  his  son  Noureddin  was  not 
in  the  least  abated. 

Noureddin  came  not  in  sight  all  that  day, 
and  not  daring  to  hide  himself  among  his 
young  companions,  lest  his  father  should 
search  for  him  in  their  houses,  he  went  a 
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little  way  out  of  town,  and  took  sanctuary  in 
a  garden  where  he  had  never  been  before, 
and  where  he  was  totally  unknown.  He  did 
not  come  back  till  it  was  very  late,  when  he 
knew  his  father  was  in  bed ;  and  then  his 
mother's  women,  opening  the  door  very 
softly,  let  him  in  without  any  noise.  He 
v,-ent  out  next  morning  before  his  father  was 
stirring  :  and  this  plan  he  pursued  for  a 
whole  month,  to  his  great  mortification.  In- 
deed the  women  never  flattered  him,  but 
told  him  plainly,  his  father's  anger  was  as 
great  as  ever,  and  that  he  protested,  if  he 
came  in  his  sight,  he  woidd  certainly  kill 
him. 

Though  the  \'izier's  lady  was  informed  by 
her  women  of  Noureddin's  lying  every  night 
ill  the  house,  she  durst  not  presume  to  en- 
treat her  husband  to  pardon  him.  At  last 
she  ventured  ;  and  one  day  said  t'>  him, 
"I  have  hitherto beensilent, 
su%  not  daring  before  to  take 
the  liberty  of  talking  to  you 
about  your  son  ;  but  now 
give  me  leave  to  ask  you 
^^•hat  yon  design  to  do  with 
him  ?  It  is  impossible  for  a, 
son  to  be  more  criminal  to- 
wards a  father  than  Noured- 
diu  has  been  towards  you  ; 
he  has  robbed  you  of  the 
honour  and  satisfaction  of 
presenting  the  king  with  a 
slave  so  accomplished  as  the 
Fair  Persian  :  this  I  ac- 
knowledge; but,  after  all, 
are  you  absolutely  resolved 
to  destroy  him,  and,  instead 
of  a  light  evil  no  more  to  be 
thought  of,  draw  upon  your- 
self a  far  greater  than  per- 
haps you  at  present  ima- 
gine ?  Are  you  not  afraid  that  the  malicious 
world,  which  inquires  after  the  reason  of 
your  son's  absconding,  may  find  out  the  true 
cause,  which  you  are  so  desirous  of  conceal- 
ing? and  if  that  shoidd  hai)pen,  you  would 
justly  fall  into  a  misfortune,  which  it  is  so 
mxich  your  interest  to  avoid." 

"Madam,"  said  the  vizier,  "there  is  sound 
reasoning  in  what  you  have  urged ;  however, 
I  cannot  think  of  pardoning  Noureddin,  till 
I  have  mortified  him  as  he  deserves."  "He 
wiU  be  sufficiently  mortified,"  replied  the 
lady,  "if  you  will  put  in  execution  what  is 
just  come  into  my  mind  :  you  must  know, 
then,  your  son  comes  hither  every  night  after 
you  are  in  bed  ;  he  sleeps  here,  and  steals 
out  every  morning  before  you  are  stirring. 
Wait  for  his  coming  in  to-night,  make  as  if 
you  designed  to  kill  him  ;  upon  which  I  will 
run  to  his  assistance,  and  when  he  finds  his 
life  entirely  owing  to  my  prayers  and  entrea- 
ties, you  may  oblige  him  to  take  the  Fair 
Persian    on   what   conditions    soever    you 


please  :  he  loves  her,  and  I  am  sensible  the 
fair  slave  has  no  aversion  for  him." 

Khacan  was  very  willing  to  make  use  of 
this  stratagem.  So,  when  Xoui-eddin  came 
in  at  the  usual  hour,  before  the  door  was 
opened,  he  placed  himself  behind  it :  as  soon 
as  he  entered,  he  rushed  suddenly  upon  him, 
and  got  him  down  imder  his  feet.  Nourcd- 
din,  lifting  up  his  head,  saw  his  father 
with  a  dagger  in  his  hand,  ready  to  stab 
him. 

In  that  instant  came  his  mother,  and 
catching  hold  of  the  vizier's  arm,  "iSir,  "cried 
she,  "what  are  you  doing?"  "Let  me  alone," 
replied  the  vizier,  "that  I  may  kiU  this  base 
unworthy  son."  "You  shall  kill  me  first, " 
cried  the  mother ;  ' '  never  will  I  suftcr  you  to 
imbrue  your  hands  in  your  own  blood."  Nou- 
reddin  improved  this  moment.  "My  father, " 
cried  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "  I  implore 
your  clemency  and  com- 
passion ;  nor  must  you  deny 
me  pardon,  since  I  ask  it  in 
His  name  before  whom  we 
must  all  ajjpear  at  the  last 
day." 

Khacan  suffered  the  dag- 
ger to  be  taken  out  of  his 
hand  ;  and  as  soon  as  Nou- 
reddinwas  released,  he  threw 
himself  at  his  father's  feet, 
and  kissed  them,  to  shew 
how  sincerely  he  repented  of 
having  offended  him.  ' '  Nou- 
reddin,"  said  he,  "return 
thanks  to  yoii'-  mother,  since 
it  is  purely  lor  her  sake  I 
jiardon  you.  I  design  also 
to  give  you  the  Fair  Pei-sian, 
on  condition  that  you  will 
oblige  yourseK  by  an  oath 
not  to  look  upon  her  any 
longer  as  a  slave,  but  as  your  wife  ;  that 
you  will  not  sell  her,  nor  ever  be  divorced 
from  her  ;  for  she,  ha.viug  abundance  of  Avit 
and  prudence,  and  much  better  conduct  than 
you,  I  am  persuaded  she  will  be  able  to 
moderate  those  rash  sallies  of  youth,  Avhich 
ai-e  enough  to  ruin  you." 

Noureddin,  who  little  expected  to  be 
treated  after  so  kind  and  indiUgent  a  man- 
ner, returned  his  father  a  thousand  thanks, 
with  all  the  gratitude  and  sincerity  imagin- 
able ;  and  the  vizier,  the  Fair  Persian,  and  he, 
were  very  weU  pleased  and  satisfied  with  the 
match. 

The  vizier  Khacan  woidd  not  wait  for  the 
king's  asking  him  aljout  the  commi.ssion  that 
he  had  given  him,  but  took  particular  care 
to  mention  it  often,  representing  to  his  ma- 
jesty the  many  difficulties  he  met  with  in 
that  afl'air,  and  how  fearful  he  was  of  not 
acquitting  himself  to  his  majesty's  satisfac- 
tion. In  short  he  managed  the  business 
with  so  much  address,  that  the  king  inseu- 


NOUREDDIN  AND  THE  EAIR  PERSIAN. 


'■il 


Bibly  forgot  it ;  and  tliougli  Saoiiy  had  got 
some  small  information  of  the  matter,  yet 
Khacan  was  so  much  in  the  king's  favour, 
that  he  was  afraid  to  speak  of  it. 

It  was  now  above  a  j'car  that  this  nice 
atFair  had  been  kept  witli  greater  secrecy 
than  the  vizier  at  iirst  expected,  who  being 
one  day  in  the  bath,  and  some  important 
business  obliging  him  to  leave  it,  warm  as  he 
was,  the  air,  which  was  then  a  little  cold, 
struck  to  his  breast,  caused  a  defluxion  to 
fall  upon  his  lungs,  which  threw  him  into  a 
violent  fever,  and  confined  him  to  his  bed. 
His  illness  increasing  every  day,  and  per- 
ceiving he  had  but  a  few  moments  to  live,  he 
thus  addressed  himself  to  his  son  Noureddin, 
who  never  stirred  from  him  during  his  whole 
sickness  :  "  My  son,"  said  he,  "  I  know  not 
whether  I  have  made  a  good  use  of  the 
riches  heaven  has  blessed  me  with,  Ijut  you 
see  they  are  not  able  to  save  me  from  the 
hands  of  death  :  the  last  thing  I  desire  of 
you  with  my  dying  breath  is,  that  you  woidd 
be  mindfid  of  the  promise  you  made  me 
concerning  the  Fail"  Persian,  and  in  this 
assurance  I  shall  die  content." 

These  were  the  ^^zier  Khacan's  last  words. 
He  died  a  few  moments  after,  and  left  his 
family,  the  court,  and  the  whole  city,  in 
great  affliction  for  his  death.  The  king 
lamented  him  as  a  wise,  zealous,  and  faith- 
fid  minister ;  and  the  whole  city  bewailed 
him  as  their  protector  and  benefactor.  ISTever 
was  there  a  funeral  in  Balsora  solemnized 
with  greater  pomp  and  magnificence ;  the 
viziers  and  emirs,  and  in  general  all  the 
grandees  of  the  court,  strove  for  the  honour 
of  bearing  his  coffin,  one  after  another,  upon 
thcii-  shoulders,  to  the  place  of  burial ;  and 
both  rich  and  jjoor  accompanied  him  thither 
with  tears  in  their  eyes. 

Koureddin  gave  all  the  demonstrations  of 
a  sorrow  equal  to  the  loss  he  had  lately 
sustained,  and  lived  a  great  while  without 
ever  seeing  any  company  :  at  last  he  ad- 
mitted of  a  visit  from  an  intimate  friend 
of  his.  His  friend  endeavoiired  to  comfort 
him  ;  and  finding  him  inclined  to  hear  rea- 
son, he  told  him,  that  having  paid  what  was 
due  to  the  memory  of  his  father,  and  fuUy 
satisfied  all  that  decency  required  of  him,  it 
was  now  high  time  to  appear  again  in  the 
world,  to  converse  with  his  friends,  and 
maintain  a  character  suitable  to  his  birth 
and  merit.  ' '  For, "  continued  he, ' '  we  should 
sin  both  agamst  the  laws  of  nature  and  civil 
society,  and  be  thought  insensible,  if  ui>ou 
the  death  of  our  fathers  we  neglect  to  pay 
them  what  filial  love  requires  at  our  hands ; 
but  having  once  performed  that  duty,  and 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  man  to  re- 
jiroach  us  on  that  account,  we  are  obliged 
to  return  to  our  usual  method  of  living. 
Dry  up  your  tears  then,  and  re-assume  that 
wonted  air  of  gaiety,  which  always  inspires 


with  joy  those  that  have  the  honour  of  your 
conversation." 

This  advice  seemed  very  reasonable.  Nou- 
reddin was  easily  persuaded  to  follow  it ; 
and  if  he  had  followed  it  in  all  the  regu- 
larity it  required,  he  would  certainly  have 
avoided  aU  the  misfortunes  that  afterwards 
befel  him.  He  treated  his  friend  very  nobly; 
and  when  he  took  his  leave,  Noureddin  de- 
sired him  to  come  the  next  day,  and  bring 
three  or  four  friends  of  their  ac(^uaintance. 
By  this  means  he  insensibly  fell  into  the 
society  of  about  ten  young  men  pretty  near 
his  own  age,  with  whom  he  spent  his  time 
in  continual  feasting  and  entertainments  ; 
and  scarce  a  day  passed  but  he  made  every 
one  of  them  some  considerable  present. 

Sometimes,  to  oblige  his  friends,  Nou- 
reddin would  send  for  the  Fair  Persian,  who 
notwithstandmg  her  obedience  to  his  com- 
mand, never  approved  of  lus  extravagant 
way  of  living,  but  often  spoke  her  mind 
freely.  "I  question  not,"  said  she,  "but 
the  vizier  your  father  has  left  you  an  ample 
fortune  ;  but  great  as  it  may  be,  be  not  dis- 
pleased with  your  slave  for  telling  you,  that 
at  this  rate  of  living  you  will  quickly  see  an 
end  of  it.  We  may  sometimes  indeed  treat 
oixr  friends,  and  be  merry  with  them  ;  but 
to  make  a  daily  practice  of  it  is  certainly 
the  high  road  to  ruin  and  destruction  :  for 
your  own  honour  and  reputation,  you  would 
do  better  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  your 
deceased  father,  that  in  time  you  may  rise 
to  that  dignity  by  which  he  has  acquii'ed  so 
much  glory  and  renown." 

Noureddin  hearkened  to  the  Fair  Persian's 
discourse  with  a  smile  :  and  when  she  had 
done,  "  My  charmer,"  sai<l  he,  Avitli  the  same 
air  of  mirth,  "say  no  more  of  that;  let  us 
talk  of  nothing  but  mirth  and  pleasure.  In 
my  father's  lifetime  I  was  always  under 
restraint;  and  I  am  now  resolved  to  enjoy 
the  liberty  I  so  much  sighed  for  before  his 
death.  It  is  time  enough  for  me  to  think 
of  leading  the  sober,  regular  life  you  talk  of; 
and  a  man  of  my  age  ought  to  taste  the 
jdeasixres  of  youth." 

What  contributed  still  more  to  the  ruin  of 
Noureddin's  fortune,  was  his  unwillingness 
to  reckon  with  his  steward  ;  for  whenever 
he  brought  in  his  accounts,  he  stiU  sent  him 
away  without  examining  them  :  "  Go,  go," 
said  he,  "I  trust  wholly  to  your  honesty; 
only  take  care  to  let  me  have  wherewith  to 
make  merry." 

"  You  are  the  master,  sir,"  replied  he, 
"  and  I  but  the  steward ;  however,  you 
woidd  do  well  to  think  upon  the  proverb, 
He  that  spends  much,  and  has  but  little, 
must  at  last  insensibly  be  reduced  to  poverty. 
You  arc  not  contented  with  keeping  an  ex- 
travagant table,  but  you  must  lavish  away 
your  estate  with  both  hands :  and  were  your 
coifers  as  large  as  mountains,  they  would 
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not  be  sufficient  to  maintain  you."  "Be- 
gone," replied  Noureddin ;  "  I  want  not  your 
grave  lessons ;  only  take  care  to  provide 
good  eating  and  drinking,  and  trouble  your 
Lead  no  further  about  the  rest." 

In  the  meantime  Noureddin's  friends  were 
constant  guests  at  his  table,  and  never  fail- 
ed to  take  advantage  of  the  easiness  of  his 
temper.  They  praised  and  flattered  him, 
extolling  his  most  indiff'erent  actions  :  but, 
above  all,  they  took  particular  care  to  com- 
mend whatever  belonged  to  him  ;  and  in 
this  they  found  their  account.  "Sir,"  said 
one  of  them,  "I  came  the  other  day  by  your 
estate  that  lies  in  such  a  place  ;  nothing  can 
be  so  magnificent  or  so  handsomely  furnish- 
ed as  your  house ;  and  the  garden  belong- 
ing to  it  is  a  paradise  upon  earth."  "I  am 
very  glad  it  jileases  you,"  said  Noureddin  : 
"bring  me  i:)en,  ink,  and  paper;  without 
more  words,  it  is  at  your  service ;  I  make 
you  a  present  of  it."  Ko  sooner  had  others 
commended  one  of  his  houses,  baths,  and 
public  buildings  erected  for  the  use  of 
strangers,  the  yearly  revenue  of  which  was 
very  considerable,  but  he  immediately  gave 
them  away.  The  Fair  Persian  could  not 
forbear  letting  him  know  how  much  injury 
he  did  himself  ;  but,  instead  of  hearkening 
to  her,  he  continued  his  extravagancies,  and 
the  first  ojjportunity  that  offered,  squander- 
ed away  the  little  ho  had  left. 

In  short,  Noureddin  did  nothing  for  a 
■whole  year  but  feast  and  make  merry; 
Avasting  and  consuming,  after  a  prodigal 
manner,  the  great  wealth  that  his  prede- 
cessors and  the  good  \azier  his  father  had 
with  so  much  pains  and  care  acquired  and 
jjrcserved. 

The  year  was  but  just  expired,  when 
somebody  one  day  knocked  at  the  hall  door, 
where  he  and  his  friends  were  at  dinner 
together  by  themselves,  having  sent  away 
the  slaves,  that  they  might  enjoy  a  greater 
liberty. 

One  of  his  friends  offered  to  rise  ;  but 
Koureddin,  stepping  before  him,  o^jened  the 
door  himself.  It  seems  it  was  the  steward  ; 
and  Noureddin,  going  a  little  out  of  the 
hall,  to  know  his  business,  left  the  door  half 
open. 

The  friend  that  offered  to  rise  from  his 
seat,  seeing  it  was  the  steward,  and  Ijeing 
curious  to  know  what  he  had  to  say  to  Nou- 
reddin, placed  himself  between  the  hangings 
and  the  door,  where  he  i)lainly  overheard 
the  steward's  discourse  to  his  master. 
"  .Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  ask  a  thousand  pardons 
for  coming  to  disturb  you  in  the  height  of 
your  pleasure  ;  but  what  I  have  to  say  is  of 
such  importance  that  I  thought  myself  bound 
in  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  it.  I  am  come, 
sir,  to  make  uj)  my  last  accounts,  and  to  tell 
yciu,  thatAvhat  T  all  along  foresavs",  and  have 
often  Avarned  you  of,  is  at  last  conic  to  pass. 


I  have  not  the  smallest  piece  left  of  all  the 
sums  I  liaA'e  received  from  you  for  your 
expenses ;  the  other  funds  you  assigned  me 
are  all  exhausted.  The  farmers,  and  those 
that  owe  you  rent,  have  made  it  so  plainly 
ap[iear  to  me  that  you  have  assigned  over 
to  others  Avhat  they  held  of  you,  that  it  is 
im[iossiljle  for  me  to  get  any  more  of  them 
on  your  account.  Here  are  my  books  ;  if 
you  please,  examine  them  ;  and  if  you  Avish 
I  should  continue  iiseful  to  you,  assign  me 
other  funds,  or  else  give  me  leave  to  quit 
your  service."  Noureddin  Avas  so  astonished 
at  his  discourse,  that  ho  gave  him  no  answer. 

The  friend,  Avho  had  been  listening  all  this 
Avliiie,  and  had  heard  e\'ery  syllable  of  Avhat 
the  steward  said,  immediately  came  in,  and 
told  the  company  A^hat  he  had  overheard. 
"It  is  your  business,  gentlemen,"  said  he, 
"  to  make  your  use  of  this  caution  ;  for  my 
l)art,  I  declare  to  you  this  is  the  last  visit  I 
design  ever  to  make  Noureddin."  "Nay," 
rejilied  they,  "  if  matters  go  thus,  Ave  have 
as  little  business  here  as  you  ;  and  for  the 
future  shall  take  care  not  to  trouble  him 
Avith  our  company." 

Noureddin  returned  presently  after  ;  yet, 
notwithstanding  all  his  efforts  to  carry  it 
I)leasantly  to  his  guests,  he  could  not  dis- 
semble the  matter  ;  but  they  jdainly  per- 
ceived the  truth  of  Avhat  they  had  heard. 
He  Avas  scarce  sat  down  in  his  place,  but 
one  of  his  friends  rose  up  :  "Sir,"  said  he, 
' '  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  have  the  honour  of 
keejung  you  company  any  longer ;  and 
therefore  I  hope  you  Avill  excuse  my  rude- 
ness in  leaving  you  so  soon."  "What 
urgent  affair,"  replied  Noureddin,  "obliges 
you  to  be  going  so  soon  ?  "  "  My  Avife,  sir," 
said  he,  "is  brought  to  bed  to-day;  and 
upon  such  an  occasion,  you  know,  a  hus- 
band's company  is  always  necessary."  So, 
making  a  A-ery  low  bow,  aAvay  he  Avent.  A 
minute  afterwards,  a  second  took  his  leave, 
Avith  another  excuse.  The  rest  did  the 
same,  one  after  another,  till  at  last  not 
one  of  those  ten  friends  that  had  hitherto 
kept  Noureddin  company  was  left  in  the 
room. 

As  soon  as  they  Avere  gone,  Noureddin, 
little  suspecting  the  resolution  they  had 
formed  never  to  see  him  again,  went  directly 
to  the  Fair  Persian's  apartment  ;  to  Avhom, 
in  ijrivate,  he  related  all  the  steAvard  had 
told  him,  and  seemed  extremely  concerned 
at  the  ill  state  of  his  affairs.  "  Sir,"  said  the 
Fair  Persian  to  him,  "allow  me  to  say,  you 
Avoidd  ncA'er  take  my  advice,  but  always 
managed  j'our  concerns  after  your  own  Avay, 
and  now  you  see  the  fatal  consequence  of  it. 
I  find  I  was  not  mistaken  Avhen  I  presaged 
to  Avhat  a  miserable  condition  you  would 
bring  yourself  at  last ;  but  what  afflicts  me 
the  more  is,  that  at  present  j-ou  do  not  see 
the  worst  of  your  miofortuncs.     Whenever  1 
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presumed  freely  to  imjiart  my  thoughts  to 
you,  '  Let  us  be  merry,'  said  you,  '  and  im- 
jirove  the  time  that  Fortune  oft'ers  us ;  per- 
liaps  she  will  not  always  be  so  prodigal  in 
her  favours  : '  but,  was  I  now  to  blame,  in 
telling  you  that  we  are  ourselves  the  makers 
of  our  ovra.  fortunes,  by  a  prudent  manage- 
ment of  them  ?  You  would  not  hearken  to 
me,  and  I  was  forced  to  let  you  go  on,  how- 
ever reluctantly." 

"  I  must  own,"  replied  Noureddin,  "  I  was 
extremely  in  the  wrong  in  not  following  the 
advice  that  you,  out  of  your  admirable  pru- 
dence, gave  me.  It  is  true  I  have  spent 
my  estate;  but  you  do  not  consider,  it  is 
among  a  chosen  set  of  friends  whom  I  have 
long  known,  and  who,  I  am  jicrsuaded,  have 
more  generosity  and  gratitude  in  them  than 
to  abandon  me  in  distress  ?"  "  Sir,"  replied 
the  Fair  Persian,  "  if  you  have  nothing  but 
the  gratitude  of  j^oni  friends  to  depend  on, 
your  case  is  desperate  ;  for,  believe  me,  that 
hope  is  ill-gi'ounded,  and  you  will  tell  me  so 
yourself  in  time." 

To  this  Koureddin  replied,  "  Charming 
Persian,  I  have  a  better  o2)inion  of  my 
friends'  generosity  than  you  :  to-morrow  I 
design  to  make  a  visit  to  them  all,  before 
the  usual  time  of  their  coming  hither  ;  and 
you  shall  see  me  return  with  a  round  sum, 
that  they  will  assist  me  with.  I  am  resolved 
to  alter  my  way  of  living,  and,  with  the 
money  they  lend  me,  set  up  in  some  busi- 
ness." 

Next  morning  Noureddin  failed  not  to 
visit  his  ten  friends,  who  lived  in  the  very 
same  street.  He  knocked  at  the  first  door 
he  came  at,  where  one  of  the  richest  of  them 
lived.  A  slave  came  to  the  door;  but 
before  he  would  open  it,  he  asked  who  was 
there.  "  Tell  your  master,"  said  he  to  the 
slave,  "it  is  Noureddin,  the  late  vizier  Kha- 
can's  son.'"  The  slave  opened  the  door,  and 
shewed  him  into  a  hall,  where  he  left  him, 
to  go  tell  his  master,  who  was  in  an  inner 
room,  that  Noureddin  was  come  to  wait  on 
him.  "Noureddin  ! "  ci-ied  he,  in  a  disdain- 
fid  tone,  loud  enough  for  Noureddin  to  hear 
it,  with  surj^jrise  ;  "go,  tell  him  I  am  not  at 
home  ;  and  whenever  he  comes  hither,  be 
sure  you  give  him  the  same  answer."  The 
slave  came  back,  and  told  Noureddin  he 
thought  his  master  was  within,  but  he  was 
mistaken. 

Noureddin  came  away  in  the  greatest  con- 
fusion. "Ah!  base,  ungrateful  wretch!" 
cried  he,  "to  treat  me  so  to-day  after  the 
vows  and  protestations  of  friendship  that  he 
made  me  yesterday."  He  went  to  another 
door,  but  that  friend  oixlered  his  slaves  also 
to  say  he  was  gone  out.  He  had  the  same 
answer  at  the  thu-d  ;  and,  in  short,  all  the 
rest  denied  themselves,  though  every  one 
was  at  home  at  the  same  time. 

Nourcdtlin  now  began  in  cai'ncfit  to  reflect 


with  himself,  and  see  the  folly  of  relying 
upon  the  protestations  of  attachment  that 
his  false  friends  had  solemnly  made  him  iu 
the  time  of  his  prosperity,  when  he  could 
treat  them  so  sumptuously,  and  load  them 
■with  favours.  "It  is  very  true,"  said  he  to 
himself,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "  that  a  for- 
tunate man,  as  I  was,  may  be  compared  to  a 
tree  laden  with  fruit,  which,  as  long  as  there 
is  any  on  its  boughs,  people  wiU  be  crqwd- 
ing  round,  and  gathering  ;  but,  as  soon  as  it 
is  stripped  of  all,  they  immediately  leave  it, 
and  go  to  another."  He  smothered  his  pas- 
sion as  much  as  possible  while  he  was 
abroad  ;  but  no  sooner  was  he  got  home, 
than  he  gave  a  loose  to  his  affliction,  and 
discovered  it  to  the  Fair  Persian. 

The  Fair  Persian,  seeing  him  so  extremely 
concerned,  fancied  he  had  not  found  his 
friends  so  ready  to  assist  him  as  he  expected. 
"Well,  sir,"  said  she,  "are  you  now  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  what  I  told  you?" 
"Ah  !  "  cried  he,  "  my  dear,  thou  hast  been 
too  true  a  prophetess  ;  for  not  one  of  them 
would  know  me,  see  me,  or  speak  to  me. 
Who  could  ever  have  believed,  that  persons 
so  highly  obliged  to  me,  and  on  whom  I 
have  spent  my  estate,  could  have  used  me 
so  barbarously  ?  I  am  distracted  ;  and  I 
fear  committing  some  action  unworthy  my- 
self, in  the  deplorable  and  desperate  condi- 
tion I  am  reduced  to,  without  the  assistance 
of  your  prudent  advice."  "  Sir,"  replied  the 
Fair  Persian,  "I  see  no  other  way  of  support- 
ing yourself  in  your  misfortimes,  but  selling 
off  your  slaves  and  furniture,  and  living  on 
the  money  they  produce,  till  Heaven  points 
out  some  other  means  to  deliver  you  from 
your  present  misery." 

Noureddin  was  very  loth  to  make  use  of 
this  expedient ;  but  what  could  he  do  in  the 
necessitous  circumstances  he  was  in?  He 
first  sold  ofT  his  slaves,  those  improfitable 
mouths,  which  woxdd  have  been  a  greater 
expense  to  him  than  in  his  i)resent  condition 
he  could  bear.  He  lived  on  the  money  for 
some  time  ;  and  Avhcn  it  was  all  spent,  he 
ordered  his  goods  to  be  carried  into  the 
market-place,  where  they  were  sold  for  half 
their  worth,  though  there  were  among  them 
several  valuable  things  that  cost  immense 
sums.  Upon  this  he  lived  a  considerable 
time  ;  but  that  supply  failing  at  last,  he  had 
nothing  left  by  which  he  coxdd  raise  any 
more  money,  of  which  he  complained  to 
the  Fair  Persian  in  the  most  son-owful 
expressions. 

Noureddin  little  expected  the  answer  this 
prudent  woman  made  him.  "  Sir,"  said  she, 
"  I  am  your  slave  ;  and  you  know  that  the 
late  vizier  your  father  gave  ten  thousand 
pieces  of  gold  for  me.  I  know  I  am  a 
little  sunk  in  value  since  that  time  ;  but  I 
believe  I  shall  sell  for  pretty  near  that  sum. 
Let  me  entreat  you,  then,  instantly  to  carry 
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me  to  tlic  market,  and  expose  me  to  sale,  and 
witli  the  money  that  you  get  for  me,  which 
■will  be  very  considerahle, 
you  may  turn  merchant 
in  some  city  -where  you 
are  not  kno\vn,  and  by 
tliat  means  find  a  way  of 
living,  if  not  in  splen- 
dour, yet  with  happiness 
and  content. " 

"  Lovely  and  adorable 
Persian,"  cried  Noured- 
din,  "is  it  i^ossible  you 
can  entertain  such  a 
thought  ?  Have  I  given 
you  such  slender  proofs 
of  my  love,  that  you 
should  think  me  capable 
of  so  base  an  action  ?  But 
suppose  me  so  vile  a 
wretch,  could  I  do  it  with- 
out being  guilty  of  per- 
jury, after  the  oath  I  have  taken  to  my  late 
father  never  to  sell  you?  I  coidd  sooner 
die  than  break  it,  and  part  with  you,  whom 
I  love  infinitely  beyond  myself  ;  though,  by 
the  unreasonable  proposal  you  have  made 
me,  you  shew  me  that  your  love  is  by  no 
means  reciprocal." 

"Sir,"  replied  the  Fair  Persian,  "lam 
convinced  that  your  passion  for  me  is  as 
violent  as  you  say  it  is  ;  and  Heaven,  who 
knows  with  what  reluctance  I  have  made 
this  proposal,  that  makes  you  thmk  so 
hardly  of  me,*  is  my  witness,  that  mine  is 
as  great  as  yours ;  but  to  silence  your 
reasons  at  once,  I  need  only  bid  you  remem- 
ber, that  necessity  has  no  law.  I  love  you 
to  that  degree,  that  it  is  imjiossible  for  you 
to  love  me  more  ;  and  be  assured,  that  to 
what  master  soever  I  shall  belong,  my  love 
for  you  will  always  continue  the  same;  and 
if  you  are  ever  able  to  redeem  me,  as  I  hope 
you  may,  it  will  be  the  greatest  pleasure  in 
tlie  world  to  be  restored  to  you  again.  I 
confess  it  is  a  fatal  and  cruel  necessity  to 
wliich  we  are  driven ;  but  I  see  no  other 
way  of  freeing  ourselves  from  the  misery 
that  involves  us  both." 

Nourcddin,  who  was  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  what  the  Fair  Persian  had  said,  and 
that  there  was  no  other  way  of  avoiding  a 
siiamef  ul  i)overty,  was  forced  to  yield  to  her 
proposal.  Accordingly  he  led  her  to  the 
market  where  the  women  slaves  are  exposed 
to  sale,  with  a  regret  that  cannot  easdy  be 
expressed.  He  applied  himself  to  a  broker, 
named  Hagi  Hassan.  "  Hagi  Hassan,"  said 
he,  "  here  is  a  slave  that  I  have  a  mind  to 
sell ;  prythee  see  what  they  will  give  for 
her." 

Hagi  Hassan  desired  Nom-eddin  and  the 
Fair  Persian  to  walk  into  the  room  ;  and 
when  she  pulled  off  the  veil  that  covered 
her  face,  ' '  Sii-, "  said  Hagi  Hassan  to  Noured- 


din,  in  a  great  surprise,  "if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, this  is  the  slave  your  fathei-,  the  late 
vizier,  gave  ten  thousand 
pieces  of  gold  for. "  Nou- 
reddin  assured  him  it  was 
the  same  ;  and  Hagi  Has- 
san gave  him  some  hopes 
of  selling  her  at  a  good 
rate,  and  iiromised  to  use 
all  his  art  to  raise  her 
price  as  high  as  he  could. 
Hagi  Hassan  and  Nou- 
reddin  went  out  of  the 
room  ;  and  Hagi  Hassan 
locked  the  Fair  Persian 
in.  He  went  immediately 
after  the  merchants ;  but 
they  being  busy  in  buy- 
ing slaves  that  came  from 
different  countries, 
Greeks,  Franks,  Afri- 
cans, Tartars,  and  others, 
he  was  forced  to  stay  till  the  market 
was  done.  When  the  sale  was  over,  and 
the  greatest  part  of  them  were  got  together 
again,  "My  masters,"  said  he  to  them,  with 
an  air  of  gaiety  in  his  looks  and  actions, 
"everything  that  is  round  is  not  a  nut; 
everything  that  is  long  is  not  a  fig ;  all  that 
is  red  is  not  llesh,  and  all  eggs  are  not  fresh  : 
it  is  true  you  have  seen  and  bought  a  great 
many  slaves  in  your  lives,  but  you  never 
yet  saw  one  comparaljle  to  her  I  am  going  to 
tell  you  of.  She  is  the  very  pearl  of  slaves. 
Come,  follow  me,  and  you  shall  see  her 
yourselves  and  judge  at  what  rate  I  shall 
cry  her." 

The  merchants  followed  Hagi  Hassan  into 
the  apartment  where  the  Fail-  Persian  was  ; 
and  as  soon  as  they  beheld  her,  they  were 
so  sm-prised  at  her  beauty,  that  at  the  first 
word  they  unanimously  agreed  that  four 
thousand  jiieces  of  gold  was  the  very  lowest 
price  they  could  set  upon  her.  Tlie  mer- 
chants left  the  room;  and  Hagi  Hassan, 
who  came  out  with  them,  without  going 
any  farther,  jiroclaimed  with  a  loud  voice, 
"  Four  thousand  jjieces  of  gold  for  the  Per- 
sian slave." 

None  of  the  merchants  had  yet  offered 
anything,  and  they  were  considting  together 
about  what  they  might  aflford  to  give  for 
her,  when  tlie  vizier  Saouy  appeared.  Per- 
ceiving Noureddin  in  the  market,  said  he  to 
himself,  "Noureddin  is  certainly  still  making 
money  of  liis  goods  (for  he  knew  he  had 
exposed  them  to  sale,)  and  is  come  hither 
to  buy  a  slave  with  it."  He  advanced  for- 
ward just  as  Hagi  Hassan  began  to  proclaim 
a  second  time,  "Four  thousand  pieces  of 
gold  for  the  Persian  slave." 

The  vizier  Saouy,  who  concluded  by  the 
high  price,  that  the  slave  must  be  extraor- 
dinarily beautiful,  was  very  desirous  to  see 
her;  so  spurring  his  horse  forward,  he  rode 


NOUREDDIN  AND  THE  FAIR  PERSIAN. 


2S7 


\ip  to  Ha^i  Hassan,  Avho  was  surrounded  by 
the  luorchants.  "  Open  the  door,"  said  he, 
"  and  let  me  see  the  slave."  It  was  not  the 
custom  to  shew  a  slave  to  a  particular 
person  after  the  merchants  had  seen  her  and 
A'serc  treating  for  her  ;  but  none  of  them 
durst  dispute  their  right  with  the  vizier  : 
and  Hagi  Hassan  was  obliged  to  open  the 
door,  and  made  a  sign  to  the  Fair  Persian 
to  come  forward,  that  Saouy  might  have  a 
sight  of  her,  without  alighting  from  his  horse. 

The  vizier  Avas  astonished  at  the  sight  of 
so  beautiful  a  slave ;  and  knowing  the 
brolier's  name,  (having  formerly  dealt  with 
him,)  "Hagi  Hassan,"  said  he,  "is  it  not 
at  four  thousand  pieces  of  gold  that  you  cry 
her?"  "Yes,  sir,"  answered  he;  "the 
merchants  just  now  agreed  that  I  should 
put  her  up  at  that  price.  I  wait  their 
advance  on  it ;  and  I  qxiestion  not  but  they 
will  give  a  great  deal  more." 

"If  nobody  offei-s  more  I  will  give  that 
sum,"  replied  Saouy,  looking  upon  the  mer- 
chants at  the  same  time  with  a  countenance 
that  forbad  them  to  advance  any  more.  He 
was  so  universally  dreaded,  that  nobody 
durst  speak  a  word,  even  to  complain  of  his 
encroaching  upon  their  privilege. 

The  vizier  Saouy  having  stayed  some 
time,  and  finding  none  of  the  merchants 
outbid  him,  "  What  do  you  stay  for?  "  said 
he  to  Hagi  Hassan.  "Go,  look  after  the 
seller,  and  strike  a  bai-gain  with  him  at  four 
thousand  pieces  of  gold,  or  inquire  if  he  de- 
mauds  more  ; "  not  knowing  yet  the  slave 
belonged  to  Noureddin. 

Hagi  Hassan,  having  locked  the  chamber- 
door,  went  to  confer  with  Noureddin. 
"Sir,"  said  he  to  him,  "I  am  veiy  sony  to 
bring  you  the  iU  news  of  your  slave's  being 
just  going  to  be  sold  for  nothing."  "How 
so?"  replied  Noureddin.  "Why,  sir,"  said 
Hagi  Hassan,  "you  must  know,  that  the 
business  at  first  went  on  well ;  for  as  soon 
as  the  merchants  had  seen  your  slave,  they 
ordered  me,  without  hesitation,  to  cry  her 
at  four  thousand  pieces  of  gold  :  accordingly, 
I  cried  her  at  that  price,  and  presently  the 
vizier  Saouy  came,  and  his  presence  has 
stopped  the  mouths  of  all  the  merchants, 
who  seemed  inclinable  to  raise  her,  at  least 
to  the  same  price  yoiir  deceased  father  gave 
for  her.  Saouy  will  give  no  more  than  four 
thousand  pieces  ;  and  it  is  much  against  my 
inclination  that  I  am  come  to  tell  you  the 
despicable  price  he  offers.  The  slave  indeed 
is  your  own ;  but  I  wiU  never  advise  yon  to 
part  with  her  iipon  those  terms,  since  you 
and  everybody  else  are  sensible  of  her  being 
worth  infinitely  more;  besides,  he  is  base 
enough  to  contrive  a  way  to  trick  you  out 
of  the  money." 

"Hagi  Hassan,"  replied  Noureddin,  "I 
am  liighly  obliged  to  thee  for  thy  advice ; 
do  not  think  I  wiU  ever  sell  my  slave  to  any 


enemy  of  our  family :  my  necessities,  indeed, 
are  at  present  very  great ;  but  I  would 
sooner  die  in  the  utmost  poverty  than  con- 
sent to  the  delivering  her  up  to  him.  I 
have  only  one  thing  to  beg  of  thee,  who  art 
skilful  in  all  tlu;  turns  and  shifts  of  sale, 
that  thou  wouldst  jjut  me  in  a  way  to  pre- 
vent the  sale  of  hei-." 

"Sir,"  said  Hagi  Hassan,  "there  is  no- 
thing more  easy :  you  must  pretend,  that, 
being  in  a  violent  passion  with  your  slave, 
you  swore  to  expose  her  in  the  market ;  and, 
for  the  sake  of  your  oath,  you  have  now 
brought  her  hither,  without  any  intention  of 
selling  her.  This  will  satisfy  everybody, 
and  Saouy  will  have  nothing  to  say  against 
it.  Come  along  with  me,  then ;  and  just  as 
I  am  presenting  her  to  Saouy,  as  if  it  were 
by  your  own  consent,  pull  her  to  you,  give 
her  two  or  three  blows,  and  send  her  home." 
"I  thank  thee  for  thy  counsel,"  said  Nou- 
reddin; "and  thou  shalt  see  I  will  make 
use  of  it." 

Hagi  Hassan  went  back  to  the  chamber ; 
and  having  in  two  words  accpuainted  the 
Fair  Persian  witli  their  design,  that  she 
might  not  be  surprised  at  it,  he  took  her  by 
the  hand,  and  led  her  to  the  vizier  Saouy, 
who  was  still  on  horseback  at  the  door. 
".Sir,"  said  he,  "here  is  the  slave;  she  is 
yours ;    take  her." 

The  words  were  scarce  out  of  Hagi  Has- 
san's mouth,  but  Noureddin,  catching  hold 
of  the  Fair  Persian,  pulled  her  to  him,  and 
giving  her  a  box  on  the  ear,  "  Come  hithei-, 
impertinence,"  said  he,  "  and  get  you  home 
again ;  for  though  your  ill  humour  ol^liged 
me  to  swear  I  should  bring  you  hither,  j^et 
I  never  intended  to  sell  you.  I  have  busi- 
ness for  you  to  do  yet ;  and  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  part  with  you  when  I  have  no- 
thing else  left." 

This  action  of  Noureddin  put  the  vizier 
Saouy  into  a  violent  passion.  "Miserable 
debaiichee,"  cried  he,  "wouldst  thou  have 
me  believe  thou  hast  anything  else  left  to 
make  money  of  but  thy  slave  ?  "  And,  at  the 
same  instant,  spurring  his  horse  directly 
against  him,  endeavoured  to  have  carried 
off  the  Fair  Persian.  Noureddin,  nettled  to 
the  quick  at  the  afi"ront  the  vizier  had  put 
ujion  him,  quitted  the  Fair  Persian,  and. 
laying  hold  of  his  horse's  bridle,  made  him 
rim  two  or  three  paces  backwards.  "Vile 
dotard,"  said  he  to  the  vizier,  "  I  would  tear 
thy  sold  out  of  thy  body  this  moment,  were 
it  not  out  of  respect  for  the  crowd  of  jieople 
here  present." 

The  vizier  Saouy  being  loved  by  nobody, 
but  hated  by  all,  there  was  not  one  among 
them  but  was  pleased  to  see  Noureddin  mor- 
tify him  a  little  ;  and  by  signs  they  gave  him 
to  miderstand,  that  he  might  revenge  himself 
upon  him  as  much  as  he  pleased,  for  nobody 
would  interfere  in  their  quan-el. 
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Saouy  endeavoured  to  make  Noureddiii 
quit  the  bridle  ;  but  lie  being  a  lusty,  vigo- 
rous man,  and  encouraged  by  those  that 
stood  bj',  pulled  him  ot{  his  horse  in  the 
middle  of  a  bi-ook,  gave  him  a  thousand  blows, 
and  dashed  his  head  against  the  stones  till  it 
was  all  over  blood.  The  slaves  that  waited 
ujjon  the  vizier  would  have  drawn  their  sci- 
mitars, and  have  fallen  upon  Noiireddin,  but 
the  merchants  interposing,  prevented  them. 
"What  do  you  mean?"  said  they  to  him ; 
"do  you  not  see  that  one  is  a  vizier,  the 
other  a  \azier's  son  ?  Let  them  fight  it  out 
between  themselves ;  perhaps  they  will  be 
reconciled  one  time  or  other  :  whereas  if  j^ou 
had  killed  Noureddin,  your  master,  with  all 
his  greatness,  could  not  have  been  able  to 
protect  you  against  the  law." 

Noureddin,  having  given  over  beating  the 
vizier  Saouy,  left  him  in  the  middle  of  the 
brook  ;  and  taking  the  Fair  Persian,  marched 
home  with  her,  attended  by  the  people,  with 
shouts  and  acclamations  for  the  action  he  had 
2)erformed. 

The  vizier  Saouy,  cruelly  bruised  with  the 
bloM's  he  had  received,  made  shift  to  get  up, 
by  the  assistance  of  his  slaves,  and  had  the 
mortitication  to  see  himself  besmeared  with 
blood  and  dirt.  He  leaned  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  two  slaves,  and  in  that  condition  went 
straight  to  the  palace,  in  the  sight  of  all  the 
people,  -with  greater  confusion,  because  no- 
body pitied  him.  As  soon  as  he  reached  the 
king's  apartment,  he  began  to  cry  out,  and 
call  for  justice,  after  a  lamentable  manner. 
The  king  ordered  him  to  be  admitted  ;  and 
as  soon  as  he  came,  he  asked  him  who  it  was 
that  had  abused  and  put  him  into  that  miser- 
able pickle.  "  Sire, "  cried  Saouy,  "it  is  the 
favour  of  your  majesty,  and  being  admitted 
into  your  sacred  councils,  that  has  occasioned 
me  to  have  been  so  barbarously  treated." 
"Say  no  more  of  that,"  replied  the  king; 
"  only  let  me  hear  the  whole  story  simply  as 
it  is,  and  who  the  offender  is  ;  and  if  he  is  in 
the  wrong,  you  may  depend  upon  it  he  shall 
be  severely  ininishcd." 

"  Sire,"  said  Saouy  then,  telling  the  whole 
matter  to  his  own  advantage,  "having  an 
occasion  for  a  cook-maid,  I  went  to  the  mar- 
ket of  women  slaves  to  buy  me  one  :  when  I 
came  thither,  there  was  a  slave  just  cried  at 
four  thousand  pieces  of  gold :  I  ordered  them 
to  bring  the  slave  before  me ;  and  I  think 
my  eyes  never  did  nor  will  behold  a  more 
beautiful  creature.  I  had  no  sooner  exa- 
mined her  beauty  with  the  highest  satisfac- 
tion, but  I  immediately  asked  to  whom  she 
belonged ;  and  upon  incpmy  I  found  that 
Noureddin,  sou  to  the  late  vizier  Khacan, 
had  the  disposing  of  her. 

"  Sii-e,  your  majesty  may  remember,  that 
about  two  or  three  years  ago  you  gave  that 
vizier  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  strictly 
charging  him  to  buy  you  a  slave  with  it. 


The  money,  indeed,  was  laid  out  upon  this 
very  slave  ;  but  instead  of  bringing  her  to 
your  majesty,  thinking  his  son  deserved  her 
better,  he  made  him  a  present  of  her.  Nou- 
reddin, since  his  father's  death,  havmg 
wasted  his  whole  fortune  in  riot  and  feast- 
ing, has  nothing  left  but  this  slave,  which  he 
at  last  resolved  to  part  with,  and  she  was  to 
be  sold  in  his  name.  I  sent  for  him ;  and, 
without  mentioning  anything  of  his  father's 
prevarication,  or  rather  treacherj-,  to  your 
majesty,  I  in  the  civilest  manner  said  to 
him,  '  Noureddin,  the  merchants,  I  perceive, 
have  put  your  slave  up  at  four  thousand 
pieces  of  gold ;  and  I  question  not,  but  in 
emulation  of  each  other,  they  will  raise  the 
price  considerably  ;  let  me  have  her  for  the 
four  thousand  pieces ;  I  am  going  to  buy  her 
for  the  king,  our  lord  and  master  :  this  will 
be  a  handsome  opportunity  of  making  your 
court  to  him  ;  and  his  favour  will  be  worth 
a  great  deal  more  than  the  merchants  can 
propose  to  give  you.' 

"Instead  of  returning  me  a  civil  answer, 
the  insolent  wretch,  beholding  me  with  a 
fierce  air,  'Decrepit  villain,'  said  he,  'I 
would  rather  give  my  slave  to  a  Jew  for 
nothing,  than  to  thee  for  money. '  '  Nou- 
reddin,' replied  I,  without  joassion,  though  I 
had  some  reason  to  be  a  little  warm,  '  you  do 
not  consider,  that  in  talking  at  this  rate  you 
affront  the  king,  who  raised  both  your  father 
and  me  to  the  honours  we  have  enjoyed.' 

"This  admonition,  instead  of  softening 
him,  only  jn-ovoked  him  to  a  higher  degree  : 
so  that,  falling  upon  me  like  a  madman, 
without  regard  to  my  age  or  rank,  he  pulled 
me  off  my  horse,  beat  me  as  long  as  he 
could  stand  over  me,  and  has  put  me  into 
this  miserable  plight  your  majesty  sees  me 
in.  I  beseech  you  to  consider,  that  upon 
your  account  I  have  been  so  publicly 
affronted."  At  the  end  of  these  words  he 
held  down  his  head  and  turned  away,  to  shed 
a  shower  of  tears. 

The  abused  king,  highly  incensed  against 
Noureddin  by  this  relation,  full  of  malice 
and  artifice,  discovered  by  his  countenance 
the  -violence  of  his  anger;  and  turning  to  the 
captain  of  his  guards,  who  stood  near  him, 
"Take  forty  of  your  soldiers,"  said  he,  "and 
immediately  go  plunder  Noureddin's  house, 
and  having  ordered  it  to  be  razed  to  the 
ground,  bring  him  and  his  slave  along  with 
3^ou  to  me." 

The  captain  of  the  guards  was  not  gone 
out  of  the  king's  presence,  when  an  officer 
belonging  to  the  court,  who  overheard  the 
order  that  had  been  given,  got  before  him. 
His  name  was  Sangiar ;  and  he  had  been 
formerly  a  slave  of  the  vizier  Khacan,  who 
had  introduced  him  at  court,  where  by 
degrees  he  raised  himself. 

Sangiar,  full  of  gratitude  for  his  old  mas- 
ter, and  affection  for  Noureddin,  whom  he 
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remembered  a  child,  and  being  no  stranger 
to  Saouy's  hatred  to  Khacan's  family,  could 
not  hear  the  order  without  coucern.  "This 
action  of  Noureddiu's,"  said  he  to  himself, 
"  maj''  not  be  altogether  so  black  as  Saouy 
has  represented  it.  Ho  has  prejudiced  the 
king  against  him,  -who  -will  certainly  piit 
him  to  death,  without  allowing  him  time  to 
justify  himself."  He  made  so  much  haste 
to  Xoureddin's  house,  as  to  get  thither  soon 
enough  to  acquaint  him  with  what  had 
passed  at  court,  and  give  him  time  to  pro- 
vide for  his  own  and  the  Fair  Persian's 
safety.  He  knocked  so  violently  at  the 
door,  that  Xoureddin,  wlio  had  been  a  great 
while  without  any  servant,  ran  immediately 
to  open  it.  "  My  dear  lord,"  said  Sangiar, 
"here  is  no  more  safety  for  you  in  Balsora ; 
you  must  lose  no  time,  but  depart  hence  this 
moment." 

"How  so?"  replied  Xoureddin.  "^^^lat 
is  the  reason  I  must  be  gone  so  soon  ? " 
"  ]\Iake  haste  awajs  sir,"  said  Sangiar,  "  and 
take  your  slave  with  you.  In  short,  Saouy 
has  been  just  now  acquainting  the  king,  after 
his  own  way  of  telling  it,  all  that  passed 
between  you  and  him,  and  the  captain  of 
the  guard  will  be  here  in  an  instant,  with 
forty  soldiers,  to  seize  you  and  the  Fair 
Persian.  Take  these  forty  pieces  of  gold  to 
assist  you  in  finding  out  some  other  place  of 
safety.  I  would  give  you  more  if  I  had  it 
about  me.  Excuse  my  not  staying  any 
longer ;  I  leave  you  with  great  reluctance  ; 
but  it  is  for  the  good  of  us  both.  I  have  so 
much  interest  with  the  captain  of  the  guards, 
that  he  will  take  no  notice  of  me."  Sangiar 
gave  Xoureddin  but  just  time  to  thank  him, 
and  away  he  went. 

Xoureddin  presently  acquainted  the  Fair 
Persian  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  their 
going  that  moment.  She  only  stayed  to  put 
oa  her  veil,  and  then  they  both  stole  out  of 
the  house  together,  and  M'ere  so  lucky  as  not 
only  to  get  clear  of  the  city  without  the  least 
notice  being  taken  of  their  escape,  but  also 
safely  to  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the  Euphra- 
tes, ■which  was  not  far  off,  where  they  em- 
barked in  a  vessel  that  lay  ready  to  weigh 
anchor. 

They  were  no  sooner  on  shipboard,  but 
the  cautain  came  on  deck  amongst  his  pas- 
sengers. "Children,"  said  he  to  them, 
"are  you  aU  here?  have  any  of  you  any 
more  business  to  do  in  the  city,  or  have  you 
left  anj'thing  behind  you?"  "They  were 
all  there,"  they  answered  him,  "  and  ready ; 
so  that  he  might  sail  as  soon  as  he  pleased." 
When  Xoureddin  came  on  board,  the  first 
question  he  asked  was,  whither  the  ship  was 
bound,  and  being  told  for  Bagdad,  he  re- 
joiced at  it.  The  captain,  having  weighed 
anchor,  set  sail;  and  the  vessel,  with  a 
very  favouiable  wind,  lost  sight  of  Bal- 
sora. 


Let  us  now  see  how  matters  went  at 
Balsora,  while  Xoureddin  and  the  Fair  Per- 
sian made  their  escape  from  the  fury  of  the 
enraged  king. 

The  captain  of  the  guards  came  to  Xou- 
reddin's  house,  and  knocked  at  the  door ;  but 
nobody  coming  to  open  it,  he  ordered  his 
soldiers  to  break  it  open,  who  immediately 
obeyed  him,  and  rushed  in.  They  searched 
every  hole  and  corner  of  the  house  ;  but 
neither  he  nor  the  Fair  Persian  were  to  be 
found.  The  captain  of  the  guards  made 
them  inquire  of  the  neighbours ;  and  he 
himself  asked  if  they  had  seen  them  lately. 
It  was  all  in  vain ;  for  if  they  had  seen  hini 
go  out  of  his  house,  so  iiuiversally  beloved 
was  Xoureddin,  that  not  one  of  them  woidd 
have  said  the  least  word  to  his  prejudice. 
While  they  were  rifling  the  house,  and  level- 
ling it  to  the  ground,  he  went  to  acquaint  the 
king  with  the  news.  "Look  for  them,"  said 
he,  "everywhere;  for  I  am  resolved  to 
have  them." 

The  captain  of  the  guards  made  a  second 
seai'cli  after  them,  and  the  king  dismissed 
the  vizier  Saouy  with  honour.  "Go  home," 
said  he  to  him;  "trouble  yourself  no  far- 
ther to  punish  Xoureddin :  I  will  revenge 
his  insolence." 

Without  delay  the  king  ordered  to  be 
proclaimed  throughout  the  whole  city  a 
reward  of  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  for  any 
person  that  should  appi-ehend  Xoureddin  and 
the  Fair  Persian,  with  a  severe  punishment 
upon  whoever  should  conceal  them.  But 
after  all  his  pains  and  diligence,  no  tidings 
could  be  heard  of  them ;  and  the  vizier  Saouy 
had  only  the  comfort  of  seeing  the  king 
esjiouse  his  quarrel. 

In  the  meantime,  Xoureddin  and  the  Fair 
Persian,  after  a  prosperous  voyage,  landed 
safe  at  Bagdad.  As  soon  as  tlae  captain 
came  within  sight  of  that  city,  pleased  that 
his  voyage  was  at  an  end,  "Rejoice,  my 
children,"  cried  he  to  the  passengers,  "  yon- 
der is  that  great  and  wonderful  city,  where 
there  is  a  perpetual  concourse  of  peojile  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  :  there  you  shall  meet 
with  innumerable  crowds,  and  never  feel 
the  extremity  of  cold  in  winter,  nor  the 
excess  of  heat  in  summer,  but  enjoy  an 
eternal  spring  with  all  its  flowers,  and  the 
delicious  fruits  of  autumn."  When  the  ves- 
sel came  to  anchor,  a  little  below  the  city, 
the  passengers  went  ashore,  each  to  their 
resjiective  place  of  abode.  Xoureddin  gave 
the  captain  five  pieces  of  gold  for  his  passage, 
and  went  ashore  also  with  the  Fair  Persian  ; 
but  being  a  perfect  stranger  in  Bagdad,  he 
was  at  a  loss  for  a  lodging.  They  rambled 
3.  considerable  time  along  by  the  gardens 
that  bordered  on  the  Tigris  ;  and  keeping 
close  to  one  of  them  that  was  enclosed  with 
a  very  fine  long  wall  at  the  end  of  it,  they 
turned  into  a  street  well  paved,  where  they 
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perceived  a  garden-door,  and  a  cliarmiug 
fountain  near  it. 

The  door,  ivlaicli  was  very  magnificent, 
happened  to  Ije  shut,  but  the  porch  was 
open;  in  which  there  was  a  sofa  on  each 
side.  "  This  is  a  very  convenient  place  for 
us,"  said  Noureddin  to  the  Fair  Pei-sian  ; 
"  night  comes  on  apace ;  and  though  we 
have  eaten  nothing  since  our  landing,  I  am 
for  passing  the  night  here,  and  to-morrow 
we  shall  have  time  enough  to  look  for  a 
lodging:  what  say  you  to  it?"  "Sir,"  re- 
plied the  Fair  Persian,  "you  know  your 
wishes  are  mine ;  let  us  go  no  farther,  since 
you  are  willing  to  stay  here."  Each  of  them 
Laving  drank  a  draught  of  water  at  the 
fountain,  they  laid  themselves  down  upon 
one  of  these  sofas  ;  and  after  a  little  chat, 
being  invited  by  the  agreeable  murmur  of 
the  water,  they  fell  fast  asleep. 

The  garden  belonged  to  the  caliph :  and 
in  the  middle  of  it  there  was  a  pavilion, 
called  the  Pa%'ilion  of  Pictures,  because  its 
chief  ornaments  were  pictures,  after  the  Per- 
sian manner,  dra\vn  by  the  most  celebrated 
painters  in  Persia,  whom  the  caliph  had  sent 
for  on  purpose.  The  stately  hall  within  this 
pavilion  was  lighted  by  foiu'score  windows, 
with  a  lustre  in  each  :  but  these  were  only 
lighted  when  the  caliph  came  thither  to  spend 
the  evening ;  and  the  weatlier  was  so  very 
calm,  that  not  a  breath  of  air  was  stirring. 
Then  they  made  a  glorious  illumination,  and 
could  be  seen  at  a  great  distance  in  the 
coimtry  on  that  side,  and  by  great  part  of 
the  city. 

There  was  but  one  person  that  had  the 
charge  of  this  fine  garden ;  and  the  office 
Avas  at  this  time  held  by  a  very  aged  officer, 
named  Scheich  Ibrahim,  whom  the  caliph 
himself,  for  some  important  service,  put  into 
that  employment,  with  strict  chai-ge  not  to 
let  all  sorts  of  people  in,  but  especially  to 
suffer  nobody  either  to  sit  or  lie  down  on  the 
sofas  at  the  outward  door,  that  they  might 
always  be  clean  ;  and  whenever  he  found 
anybody  there,  to  punish  them  severely. 

iSome  business  had  obliged  this  officer  to 
go  abroad,  and  he  was  not  yet  returned. 
When  he  came  back  there  was  just  daylight 
enough  for  him  to  discern  two  jiersons  asleep 
upon  one  of  the  sofas,  with  both  then-  heads 
under  a  piece  of  linen  to  defend  them  from 
the  gnats.  "Very  well,"  said  Scheich  Ibra- 
him to  himself,  "these  people  disobey  the 
caliph's  orders  :  but  I  will  take  care  to  teach 
them  better  manners.  tJpou  this  he  opened 
the  door  very  softly,  and  a  moment  after 
returned  with  a  swinging  cane  in  his  hand, 
and  his  sleeve  tucked  up  to  the  elbow  :  he 
was  just  going  to  lay  on  them  both  with  all 
his  might,  but  withholding  his  arm,  he  began 
to  reason  -ndth  himself  after  this  manner : 
"  Thou  wast  going  to  strike,  without  reflec- 
tion, these  people,  who  perhaps  are  strangers, 


destitute  of  a  lodging,  and  utterly  ignorant 
of  the  cahph's  order  :  so  that  it  would  be 
advisable  to  know  first  who  they  are." 
Upon  this  he  gently  lifted  up  the  linen  that 
covered  their  heads,  and  was  astonished  to 
see  a  young  man  so  well  shaped,  and  a 
young  woman  so  beautifid ;  he  then  waked 
Xoiu-eddin,  by  pulling  him  softly  by  the 
feet. 

Noureddin,  presently  lifting  up  his  head, 
and  seeing  an  old  man  with  a  long  white 
beard  standing  at  his  feet,  got  up,  and  throw- 
ing himself  upon  his  knees  and  taking  his 
hand,  kissed  it.  "Good  father,"  said  he, 
"Heaven  preser\'e  you!"  "What  do  you 
want,  my  son  ?  "  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim ; 
"who  are  you,  and  whence  came  you?" 
"  We  are  straugei-s  newly  arrived,"  answered 
Noureddin,  "and  we  would  fain  tarry  here 
till  to-morrow."  ' '  This  is  not  a  proper  i)lace 
for  you,"  said  Scheich  Ibrahim;  "  come  in 
with  me,  and  I  will  find  one  fitter  for  you  to 
sleep  in  than  this ;  and  the  sight  of  the  gar- 
den, which  is  very  fine,  will  please  you,  when 
you  see  it  to-morrow  by  daylight."  "Is 
this  garden  your  oa\ti?"  said  I^oureddin. 
"Yes,"  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim,  smiling; 
"it  is  an  inheritance  left  me  by  my  father ; 
pray  walk  in,  for  I  am  sure  you  will  not  re- 
pent seeing  it." 

Xoureddin  rose  up  to  thank  Scheich  Ibra- 
him for  the  civility  he  had  shewn  them  ;  and 
afterwards  the  Fair  Persian  and  he  went  into 
the  garden.  Scheich  Ibrahim  locked  the  door, 
and  going  before,  led  them  to  a  spot  from 
whence,  at  one  view,  they  might  see  the  dis- 
position, grandeur,  and  beauty  of  the  whole 
garden. 

Xoureddin  had  seen  very  fine  gardens  in 
Balsora,  but  never  any  comparable  to  this. 
Having  satisfied  his  curiosity,  as  he  was 
walking  in  one  of  the  walks,  he  turned  about 
to  the  officer  that  was  with  him,  and  asked 
him  Avhat  his  name  was.  As  soon  as  he  told 
him  it  was  Scheich  Ibrahim,  "Scheich  Ibra- 
him," said  he  to  him,  "  I  must  confess  this  is 
a  charming  garden  indeed.  Heaven  send  you 
long  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  it ;  we  camiot 
sufficiently  thank  you  for  the  favour  yovi 
have  done  iis  by  shewing  us  a  ])lace  so  well 
worth  seeing  ;  however  it  is  but  just  that 
we  shovdd  make  yoii  some  amends  for  j'our 
kindness  :  here  are  two  pieces  of  gold ;  take 
them,  and  get  us  something  to  eat,  that  we 
may  be  merry  together." 

At  the  sight  of  the  two  pieces  of  gold, 
Scheich  Ibrahim,  who  was  a  great  admirer  of 
that  metal,  laughed  in  his  sleeve  :  he  took 
them,  and  leaving  Noureddin  and  the  Fair 
Persian  by  themselves,  went  to  provide  what 
was  necessary,  for  he  was  alone.  Said  he  to 
himself  with  great  joy,  "These  are  onerous 
jieople  ;  I  should  have  done  very  wrong,  if, 
tlirough  imprudence,  I  had  ill-treated  and 
driven  them  away.     A  tenth  part  of  the 
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money  will  suffice  to  treat  them ;  and  the 
rest  I  will  keep  for  my  pains. 

Whilft  Schcich  Ibrahim  was  gone  to  fetch 
something  for  his  own  sui)per,  as  well  as  for 
his  guests,  Nourechliu  and  the  Fair  Persian 
walked  up  and  down  the  garden,  till  at  last 
they  came  to  the  pavilion  of  pictm-es  that  was 
in  the  middle  of  it.  They  stood  awhile  to 
admire  its  wonderful  structm-e,  size,  and  lof- 
tmess ;  and  after  taking  a  fuU  view  of  it  on 
every  side,  they  wont  up  a  great  many  steps 
of  fuie  white  marble,  to  the  haU-door,  which 
they  found  locked. 

They  Avcre  but  just  got  to  the  bottom  of 
the  steps,  as  Seheich  Ibrahim  returned  loaded 
with  provisions.  "Seheich  Ibrahim,"  said 
Noureddin,  in  great  surprise,  "  did  you  not 
tell  us  that  this  was  your  garden  ?  "  "I  did, " 
replied  Seheich  Ibrahim,  "and  do  so  stdl." 
"And  does  this  magnificent  pavilion  also  be- 
long to  you  ?  "  said  Noureddin.  Seheich  Ibra- 
him was  staggered  at  this  unexpected  ques- 
tion. "If,"  said  he  to  himself,  "  I  should  say 
it  is  none  of  mine,  they  wiU  ask  me  how  I 
can  be  master  of  the  garden  and  not  of  the 
pavilion. "  As  he  had  made  them  believe  the 
garden  was  his,  he  said  the  same  of  the  pavi- 
lion. "My  son,"  said  he,  "  the  jiavilion  is 
not  distinct  from  the  garden,  but  they  both 
belong  to  me."  "If  so,"  said  Noureddin, 
' '  since  you  invite 
ns  to  be  your 
giiests  to-night, 
do  us  the  favour 
to  shew  ns  the 
inside  of  it ;  for 
if  we  may  judge 
by  the  outward 
appearance,  it 
must  certainly 
be  extraordinari- 
ly magnificent." 
It  would  have 
beena  great  piece 
of  incivility  in 
Seheich  Ibrahim 
to  have  refused 
Noureddin  that 
favour,  after 

what  he  had  al- 
ready done  for 
him  :  moreover, 
he  considered 
that  the  caliph 
not  having  given 
him  notice,  ac- 
cording to  his 
usual  custom,  it 

was  Ukcly  he  would  not  be  there  that  night, 
and  therefore  resolved  to  treat  his  guests, 
and  sup  with  them  in  that  room.  He  laid 
the  provisions  ujion  the  first  step,  while  he 
went  to  his  apartment  for  the  key;  he 
soon  returned  with  a  light  and  opened  the 
door. 


Noureddin  and  the  Fair  Persian  entered 
the  hall ;  and  finding  it  so  surjirising,  were 
never  tired  with  admiring  the  beauty  and 
richness  of  the  place.  Indeed,  without  saying 
anjrthing  of  the  pictures,  which  were  admir- 
ably well  drawn,  the  sofas  were  very  noble 
and  costly ;  and  besides  lustres  that  were 
fixed  to  every  window,  there  was  between 
each  bar  a  silver  arm  with  a  wax  candle  in 
it.  Noureddin  could  not  behold  these  glori- 
ous objects,  without  recollecthig  his  former 
splendoui-,  and  sighing. 

In  the  meantime  Seheich  Ibrahim  was 
getting  ready  ;  and  the  cloth  being  laid  upon 
a  sofa,  and  everything  in  order,  Noureddin, 
the  Fair  Persian,  and  he,  sat  down  and  ate 
together.  When  supper  was  done,  and  they 
had  washed  their  hands,  Noureddin  opened 
the  casement,  and  calling  the  Fair  Persian  to 
him,  "  Come  hither,  my  dear,"  said  he,  "and 
with  me  admire  the  charming  prospect  and 
beauty  of  the  garden  by  moonlight ;  nothing 
can  be  more  agreeable. "  She  came  to  him  ; 
and  they  both  enjoyed  the  view;  while 
Seheich  Ibrahim  was  busy  in  taking  away 
the  cloth. 

When  Seheich  Ibrahim  came  to  his  guests 
again,  Noureddin  asked  him  whether  he  had 
any  liquor  to  treat  them  with.    "  What  liquor 
woidd   you   have ! "   replied   Seheich   Ibra- 
him:    "sherbet? 
I  have  the  best 
in     the    world  : 
but  sherbet,  you 
know,  my  son,  is 
never  drimk  after 
supper." 

"  I  know  that 
very  well,"  said 
Noureddin;  "it 
is  not  sherbet 
but  another  sort 
of  liquor,  that  we 
ask  you  for;  and 
I  am  surprised  at 
you  not  under- 
standing me." 
"It  is  wine  then 
you  mean?  "  said 
Seheich  Ibrahim. 
"You  guess 
right,  "  replied 
Noureddin ;  "and 
if  you  have  any 
oblige  ns  with  a 
bottle :  you  know 
a  bottle  after 
supper  is  a  very 
proper  companion  to  spend  the  hours  with 
tiU  bed-time." 

"  Heaven  defend  me  from  keejiing  wine  in 
my  house,"  ci-ied  Seheich  Ibrahim,  "and 
from  ever  coming  to  a  place  where  any  is !  A 
man  who,  like  me,  has  been  a  pilgrimage  four 
times  to  Mecca,  has  renounced  wine  for  ever." 
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"You  would  do  us  a  singular  kindness," 
said  Noureddin,  ' '  in  getting  a  little  for  our 
own  drinking ;  and  if  it  be  not  too  much 
trouble  I  will  put  yovi  in  a  way  liow  you  may 
do  it,  without  going  into  an  inn,  or  so  much 
as  laying  your  hand  upon  the  vessel  that 
contains  it."  "Upon  that  condition  I  will 
do  it,"  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim  ;  "  only  let 
me  know  what  I  am  to  do." 

' '  Why,  then, "  said  Noureddin  to  him,  '•'  we 
just  now  saw  an  ass  tied  to  the  entrance  of 
your  garden,  which  certainly  must  be  yours, 
and  which  you  may  make  use  of  in  this 
extremity.  Here  are  two  pieces  of  gold 
more  :  take  them,  and  lead  your  ass  with  the 
panniers  to  the  next  inn ;  you  may  stand  at 
as  great  a  distance  as  yoii  please ;  do  but 
give  something  to  the  first  person  that  comes 
by,  and  desire  him  to  go  with  your  ass  to  the 
inn,  and  get  two  pitchers  of  wine  :  put  one 
in  one  pannier,  and  another  in  another,  which 
he  must  pay  for  out  of  the  money  you  give 
him,  and  so  let  him  bring  the  ass  back  to 
you  :  you  wiU  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
drive  the  beast  hither  before  you ;  we  will 
take  the  wine  out  of  the  panniers.  By  this 
means  you  will  do  nothing  that  will  give  you 
any  scruple." 

The  two  last  pieces  of  gold  that  Scheich 
Ibrahim  was  going  to  receive  wrought  won- 
derfully upon  his  mind.  "Ah!  my  son," 
cried  he,  after  Noureddin  had  done  speaking, 
"you  have  an  excellent  contrivance;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  your  invention,  I  should 
never  have  thought  of  this  way  of  getting  you 
some  wine  without  any  scruple  of  conscience." 
Away  he  went  to  execute  the  orders,  which 
lie  did,  in  a  little  time  ;  and,  upon  his  return, 
Noureddin  went  down  tlie  stairs,  and,  taking 
the  pitchers  out  of  the  panniers,  carried 
them  into  the  hall. 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  having  led  the  ass  back 
to  the  place  from  whence  he  took  him,  came 
back  again.  "Scheich  Ibrahim,"  said  Nou- 
reddin to  liim,  "we  cannot  enough  thank  you 
for  the  troulile  we  have  already  given  you, 
but  we  want  something  yet."  "What  is 
that,"  replied  Scheich  :  "  what  more  service 
can  I  do  you?"  "We  hare  no  cups  to  drink 
out  of,"  said  Noureddin;  "and  a  little  fruit, 
if  you  had  any,  would  be  very  acceptable." 
"Do  but  say  what  you  have  a  mind  to," 
replied  Scheich  Ibrahim,  "and  you  shall 
have  everything  to  your  heart's  content." 

Down  v/ent  Scheich  Ibrahim,  and  in  a 
short  time  spread  a  table  for  them  with 
beautiful  procelain  dishes,  full  of  all  sorts 
of  dclicioxis  fruits,  besides  gold  and  silver 
cups  to  drink  out  of ;  and  having  asked 
them  if  tliey  wanted  anything  else,  he 
withdrew,  though  they  pressed  him  earnestly 
to  stay. 

Noureddin  and  the  Fair  Persian  sat  down 
again,  and  drank  each  a  cup  a-i>iece.  They 
were  mightily  pleased  with  the  wine.  "Well, 


my  dear,"  said  Noureddin  to  the  Fair  Per- 
sian, "  are  we  not  the  most  fortunate  persons 
in  the  world,  after  so  many  dangers,  to  meet 
with  so  charming  and  agreeable  place?  Let 
us  be  merry,  and  think  no  more  on  the  hard- 
ships of  our  voyage.  Can  my  hapjiiness  be 
greater  in  this  world,  than  to  have  you  on 
one  side  of  me,  and  my  glass  on  the  other?" 
They  drank  freely,  and  diverted  themselves 
with  agreeable  conversation,  each  singing  a 
song. 

Both  having  very  good  voices,  but  espe- 
cially the  Fair  Persian,  their  singing  attracted 
Scheich  Ibrahim,  who  had  stood  hearkening 
a  great  while  on  the  steps,  without  discover- 
ing himself.  He  could  contain  himself  no 
longer,  but  thrusting  his  head  in  at  the  door, 
"Courage,  sir,"  said  he  to  Noureddin,  whom 
he  took  to  be  quite  drimk,  "I  am  glad  to  see 
you  so  pleased." 

"Ah,  Scheich  Ibrahim,"  cried  Noureddin, 
turning  to  him,  "you  are  a  glorious  man, 
and  we  are  extremely  obliged  to  you.  We 
dare  not  ask  you  to  drink  a  cup ;  but  walk 
in;  come,  sit  down,  and  let  us  have  the  hon- 
our at  least  of  your  company."  "Go  on,  go 
on,"  said  Scheich  Ibrahim;  "the  pleasure 
of  hearing  your  songs  is  sufficient  for  me." 
Upon  this  he  immediately  retired. 

The  Fair  Persian,  perceiving  Scheich  Ibra- 
him through  one  of  the  Avindows,  standing 
upon  the  steps  without  the  door,  told  Nou- 
reddin of  it.  "Sir,"  said  she,  "you  see 
what  an  aversion  he  has  for  wine ;  yet  I 
question  not  in  the  least  to  make  him  drink 
some,  if  you  will  do  as  I  would  have  you." 
Noureddin  asked  her  what  it  was.  "Do 
but  say  the  word,"  replied  he,  "and  I  am 
ready  to  do  what  you  please."  "Prevail 
Avith  him,  then,  only  to  come  in  and  bear  us 
company  ;  sometime  after  fill  \\n  a  bumper, 
and  give  it  him  ;  if  he  refuses  it,  drink  it 
yourself,  pretend  to  be  asleejj,  and  leave  the 
rest  to  me." 

Noureddin  iinderstood  the  Fair  Persian's 
design,  and  called  to  Scheich  Ibrahim,  who 
came  again  to  the  door.  ' '  Scheich  Ibrahim," 
said  he,  "we  are  your  guests;  you  have  en- 
tertained us  in  the  most  obliging  manner  in 
the  world,  and  will  j^ou  noAv  refuse  our  solici- 
tations to  honour  us  with  your  company  ? 
We  do  not  ask  you  to  drink,  but  only  the 
favoiir  of  seeing  you." 

Scheich  Iljrahim  T)eing  at  last  jirevailed 
upon,  came  into  the  hall,  and  sat  down  upon 
the  edge  of  a  sofa  that  stood  nearest  to  the 
door.  "You  do  not  sit  well  there,"  said 
Noureddin,  "and  we  cannot  have  the  honour 
of  seeing  you  ;  pray  come  nearer,  and  sit  you 
down  liy  the  lady  ;  she  will  like  it  much." 
"I  will  obey  you, "replied  Scheich  Ibrahim; 
so  coming  forward,  simpering,  to  think  he 
shoidd  be  seated  near  so  beautiful  a  crea- 
ture, he  placed  himself  at  some  distance 
from  the  Fair  Persian.     Noureddin  desired 
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a  song  of  lior,  in  return  for  tlie  honour  that 
Scheich  Ibrahim  had  done  them;  and  she 
suns;  one  that  charmed  him. 

^\''heu  the  Fair  Persian  had  ended  her 
song,  Noureddiu  pouretl  out  a  cup  of  wine, 
and  i^resented  it  to  Scheich  Ibrahim. 
"Scheich  Ibrahim,"  said  he,  "I  entreat  you, 
drinkthis  to  our  healths."  "Sir,"  replied  he, 
starting  back,  as  if  he  abhorred  the  very 
sight  of  the  wine,  "I  beseech  you  to  excuse 
me ;  I  have  akeady  told  you  that  I  have 
forsworn  the  use  of  wine  these  many  years." 
"Then  since  positively  you  will  not  drink 
our  healths,"  said  Noureddin,  "give  me 
leave  to  drink  yours." 

While  Noureddin  was  drinliing,  the  Fair 
Tersian  cut  half  an  apple,  and  presented  it 
to  Scheich  Ibrahim.  "Though  you  refused 
drinking,"  said  she,  "  j''et  T  believe  you  will 
not  refuse  tasting  this  apple  ;  it  is  very  ex- 
cellent." Scheich  Ibrahim  had  no  power  to 
refuse  it  from  so  fair  a  hand,  but  taking  it 
with  a  very  low  bow,  put  it  in  his  mouth. 
.She  said  a  great  many  pleasant  things  upon 
the  occasion  ;  and  Noureddin,  falling  back 
upon  the  sofa,  pretended  to  fall  fast  asleep. 
The  Fair  Persian  presently  advanced  to- 
wards Scheich  Ibrahim,  and  speaking  in  a 
low  voice,  "Look  at  him,"  said  she;  "thus, 
in  all  our  merry  parties  he  constantly  serves 
me  ;  and  no  sooner  has  he  drank  a  cup  or 
two,  but  he  falls  asleep,  and  leaves  me 
alone ;  Ijut  I  hope  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  keep  me  company  till  he  awakes." 

At  this  the  Fair  Persian  took  a  cup,  and 
filling  it  with  wine,  offered  it  to  Scheich 
Ibrahim.  "Here,"  said  she,  "drink  off  this 
to  my  health  ;  I  am  going  to  pledge  you." 
Scheich  Ibrahim  made  a  great  many  difficul- 
ties, and  begged  her  to  excuse  him  from 
di-inking :  but  she  pressed  him  so,  that, 
overcome  by  her  charms  and  entreaties,  he 
took  the  cup,  and  drank  off  every  drop  of 
the  wine. 

The  good  old  man  loved  a  chirping  cup  to 
his  heart,  but  was  ashamed  to  drink  among 
strangers.  He  often  went  to  the  tavern  in 
jirivate,  as  many  other  people  do  ;  and  he 
did  not  take  the  precaution  Noureddin  re- 
commended, but  went  directly  to  an  inn, 
where  he  was  well  known  (night  serving  him 
instead  of  a  cloak,)  and  saved  the  money 
that  Noureddin  had  ordered  him  to  give  the 
messenger  that  was  to  have  gone  for  it. 

While  Scheich  Ibrahim  was  eating  the 
half  apple  after  his  draught,  the  Fair  Per- 
sian filled  him  out  another,  wliicli  he  received 
with  less  difficulty  than  the  former,  but 
made  lione  at  all  at  the  third.  In  short,  a 
fourth  was  drank  befoi-e  Noureddiu  started 
up  from  his  pretended  sleep ;  and  bursting 
out  into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter,  and  look- 
ing upon  him,  "Ha!  ha!"  said  he,  "Scheich. 
Ibrahim,  have  I  caught  you  at  last?  Did 
you  not  tell  me  you  had  forsworn  wine? 


and  now  you   have  drank  it  all  up  from 
me."' 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  not  expecting  to  be  sur- 
prised after  that  manner,  Ijlushed  a  little  ; 
however,  that  did  not  spoil  his  draught ;  but 
when  he  had  done,  ".Sir,"  said  he  to  Nou- 
reddin, laughing,  "  if  there  is  any  crime  in 
what  I  have  done,  it  lies  at  this  fair  lady's 
door,  not  mine ;  for  who  coidd  possibly  resist 
so  many  charms?" 

The  Fair  Persian,  who  perfectly '  under- 
stood Noureddin,  took  Scheich  Ibrahim's 
part.  "Let  him  talk,"  said  she  :  "  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  take  no  notice  of  him,  but  let  us 
drink  on  and  be  merry."  A  while  after, 
Noureddin  tilled  out  a  cup  for  himself  and 
the  Fair  Persian ;  but  when  Scheich  Il^rahim 
saw  that  Noureddin  had  forgot  him  in  his 
turn,  he  took  his  cup,  and  presenting  it  to 
the  Fair  Persian,  "Madam,"  said  he,  "do 
5'ou  pretend  I  cannot  drink  as  well  as  you?" 
At  these  words  of  Scheich  Ibrahim,  Nou- 
reddin and  the  Fair  Persian  were  ready  to 
split  their  sides  with  laughing.  Noureddin 
poured  him  out  some  wine,  and  they  sat 
laughing,  chatting,  and  drinking,  till  pretty 
near  miilnight.  About  that  hour  the  Fair 
Persian  began  to  take  notice  that  there  was 
but  one  candle  iipon  the  table.  "Scheich 
Ibrahim,"  said  she  to  the  good  old  officer, 
"you  have  afforded  lis  but  one  candle,  when 
there  are  so  many  wax  lights  yonder  ;  f)ray 
do  us  the  favour  to  light  some  of  them,  that 
we  may  see  a  little  better  what  we  are 
doing." 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  makmg  use  of  the  liberty 
that  wine  inspires  when  it  gets  into  the  head, 
and  not  caring  to  be  interrupted  in  his  dis- 
course with  Noureddin,  bade  the  Fair  Per-  I 
sian  light  them  herself.  "It  is  fitter  for  a  i 
young  person  like  you  to  do  it,"  said  he, 
' '  than  for  me ;  but  be  sure  not  to  light  above 
five  or  six,  for  that  is  enough."  Up  rose  the 
Fair  Persian  immediately,  and  taking  a  wax 
candle  in  her  hand,  lighted  it  with  that 
which  stood  ixpon  the  table  ;  and,  without 
any  regard  to  Scheich  Ibrahim's  order,  lighted 
up  the  whole  fourscore. 

By  and  by,  while  Scheich  Ibrahim  was 
entertaining  the  Fair  Persian  with  some 
other  discourse,  Noureddin  took  his  turn  to 
desire  him  to  light  up  some  of  the  candles  in 
the  lustres,  not  taking  notice  that  all  the 
wax  lights  were  already  in  a  blaze.  "Cei'- 
tainly,"  rejilied  Scheich  Ibrahim,  "you  must 
be  very  lazy,  or  less  vigorous  than  I  am,  that 
you  are  not  able  to  light  them  yourself  :  get 
you  gone,  and  light  them ;  but  be  sure  you 
light  no  more  than  three."  To  work  he 
went ;  but  instead  of  that  number,  he  lighted 
them  all,  and  opened  the  shutters  of  the 
fourscore  windows,  before  Scheich  Ibrahim, 
who  was  deeplj^  engaged  with  the  Fair  Per- 
sian, knew  anything  of  the  matter. 

The  caliph  Haroiin  Alraschid  being  not 
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yet  gone  to  bed,  was  in  a  room  at  liis  palace 
by  tlie  river  Tigris,  from  whence  he  could 
command  a  A^iew  both  of  the  garden  and 
pavilion.  He  accidentally  opened  the  case- 
ment, and  was  extremely  surprised  at  seeing 
the  pavilion  illuminated  ;  and  at  first,  by  the 
greatness  of  the  light,  thought  the  city  was 
on  fire.  The  grand  \azier  Giafar  was  still 
with  him,  who  only  waited  for  his  going  to 
rest,  and  then  designed  to  go  home  too. 
The  caliph,  in  a  great  rage,  called  the  %dzier 
to  him.  "  Careless  vizier,"  said  he,  "come 
hither,  come  hither ;  look  upon  the  pavdion 
of  pictures,  and  tell  me  the  reason  of  its 
being  illuminated  at  this  hour,  now  I  am  not 
there." 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar,  upon  this  news, 


fell  into  a  violent  treuiljling,  fearing  some- 
thing else  was  the  matter  :  but  when  he 
came  nearer,  and  Mdtli  his  own  eyes  saw  the 
truth  of  what  the  caliph  had  told  him,  he 
was  more  alarmed  than  before.  Some  ex- 
cuse must  be  made  to  appease  the  caliph's 
anger.  "Commander  of  the  true  believers," 
said  he,  "  all  that  I  can  say  to  your  majesty 
about  this  matter  is,  that  some  five  or  six 
days  ago  Scheich  Ibrahim  came  to  acquaint 
me,  that  lie  had  a  design  to  assemble  the 
ministers  of  his  mosque,  to  assist  at  a  cere- 
mony he  was  ambitious  of  perfoi-ming  in 
your  majesty's  auspicious  reign.  T  asked 
him  if  I  coidd  be  any  way  serviceable  to  him 
in  this  afiair ;  upon  which  he  entreated  mo 
to  get  leave  of  your  majesty  to  perfoi-m  the 


ceremony  in  the  pavilion.  I  sent  him  aM'ay 
with  leave  to  hold  the  assembly,  telling  him 
I  woidd  take  care  to  acquaint  your  majesty 
with  it ;  and  I  ask  pardon  for  having  quite 
forgotten  it.  Scheich  Ibrahim,"  continued 
he,  "has  certaudy  made  choice  of  this  day 
for  the  ceremony  ;  and  after  treating  the 
ministers  of  his  mosque,  he  was  willing  to 
iudidge  them  with  the  sight  of  this  illumina- 
tion." 

"Giafar,"  said  the  caliph,  with  a  tone 
that  plainly  shewed  his  anger  was  a  little 
mollified,  "according  to  your  own  accoimt, 
you  have  committed  three  faults  that  are 
unpardonable  ;  the  first,  in  giving  Scheich 
Ibrahim  leave  to  perform  this  ceremony  in 
my  ])avdion,  for  a  person  in  such  an  ofiicc 
as  his  is  not  worthy  of  so  great  an  honour  ; 
the  second,  in  not  acquainting  me  with  it ; 
and  the  third,  in  not  giving  into  the  good 
old  man's  intention.  For  my  i)ai-t,  I  am 
persuaded  he  only  did  it  to  tiy  if  he  coidd 
get  any  money  towards  bearing  the  charge 
of  it  J  but  that  never  came  into  your  head  ; 


and  sure  I  shall  not  wrong  him  in  allowing 
him  to  revenge  himself  for  not  having 
obtained  the  expense  of  the  night's  illumi- 
nation." 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar,  overjoyed  to  hear 
the  calijih  put  the  matter  upon  that  footing, 
very  wiUingly  owned  the  faults  he  reproach- 
ed him  with,  and  freely  confessed  he  was  to 
blame  in  not  giving  Scheich  Ibrahim  a  few 
liicces  of  gold.  "  Since  the  case  is  so," 
added  the  caliph,  "it  is  jiist  that  thou 
shoiddst  be  punished  for  thy  mistakes,  but 
thy  punishment  shall  be  light  :  thou  shalt 
spend  the  remainder  of  the  uight,  as  I  mean 
to  do,  with  these  honest  people,  whose  com- 
pany I  shall  be  well  pleased  with ;  and  while 
I  am  putting  on  a  citizen's  habit,  go  thou 
and  disguise  thyself  with  Mesrour,  and  come 
both  of  yon  along  with  me."  The  vizier 
Giafar  would  have  persuaded  him  it  was 
late,  and  that  all  the  company  would  be 
gone  befoi-e  he  could  get  thither;  but  tlie 
caliph  said  he  woidd  positively  go.  The 
vizier,  who  knew  that  not  a  syllable  of  what 
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lie  had  said  was  true,  began  to  be  in  great 
consternation ;  l)ut  tliere  was  no  reply  to  bo 
made,  and  go  he  must. 

The  caliph,  then,  disguised  like  a  citizen, 
with  the  grand  vizier  Giafar,  and  Mesrour, 
chief  of  the  eunuchs,  stole  out  of  the  palace 
together.  They  rauililed  through  the  streets 
of  Bagdad  till  they  came  to  the  garden ;  the 
door,  through  the  carelessness  of  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  was  open  :  he  having  forgot  to  shut 
it  when  he  came  back  from  buying  the  wine. 
The  calii^h  was  very  angry  at  it.  "Giafar," 
said  he  to  the  grand  vizier,  "what  excuse 
have  you  for  the  door  being  open  at  this  vm- 
seasonable  hour  ?  Is  it  possible  that  Scheich 
Ibrahim  makes  a  custom  of  leaving  it  thus 
all  night  ?  I  rather  believe  the  hurry  of  the 
feast  has  been  the  occasion  of  this  neglect." 

The  caliph  went  into  the  garden;  and 
when  he  came  to  the  pavilion,  resolving  not 
to  go  into  the  hall  till  he  knew  what  was 
dt)iiig  there,  he  consulted  with  the  grand 
vizier  whether  it  Avas  not  his  best  way  to 
climb  up  into  one  of  the  trees  that  was  near 
it,  to  make  a  discovery.  The  grand  vizier, 
casting  his  eyes  \\\\o\\  the  door,  perceived  it 
stood  half  open,  and  told  the  caliph.  It 
seems  Scheich  Ibrahim  had  left  it  so,  when 
he  was  j)revailed  upon  to  come  in  and  bear 
Noureddiii  and  the  Fair  Persian  company. 

The  caliph,  laying  aside  his  first  design, 
stole  softly  up  to  the  hall-door,  which  stand- 
ing half  open,  he  could  see  all  the  comj^any 
that  were  within,  without  being  discovered 
liimself. 

But  how  was  he  surprised,  when  he  saw  a 
lady  of  incomparable  beauty  and  a  handsome 
3'oun,g  man  sitting  at  the  table,  with  Scheich 
Ibrahim  by  them.  Scheich  Ibrahim  held  a 
cup  in  his  hand.  "My  fair  lady,"  said  he 
to  the  Fair  Persian,  "a  true  toper  never 
drinks  tvithout  singing  a  song  first  :  if  you 
please  to  hear,  I  will  give  you  one  of  my 
best  songs." 

Scheich  Ibrahim  sung  :  and  the  caliph 
was  the  more  sm-prised  because,  till  that 
moment,  he  never  knew  of  his  drinking 
wine,  ]jut  always  took  him  for  a  grave  solid 
man,  as  he  seemed  to  be  to  outward  appear- 
ance. The  caliph  retired  from  the  door  -ivith 
tlie  same  caution  as  he  made  his  approaches 
to  it ;  and  coming  to  the  grand  vizier  Gia- 
far, who  was  standing  upon  the  steps  a  little 
lower,  "Come  up,"  said  he  to  him,  "and  see 
if  those  within  yonder  are  the  ministers  of 
the  mosque,  as  you  would  have  made  me 
believe." 

By  the  tone  of  voice  in  which  the  caliph 
spoke  these  last  words,  the  vizier  understood 
that  things  went  Ul  on  his  side  :  however, 
he  went  up  the  steps ;  but  when  he  had 
peeped  in  at  the  door,  and  saw  all  the  three 
sitting  in  that  condition,  he  trembled  for 
fear  of  his  life.  He  went  back  to  the  caliph, 
but  in  so  great  confusion,  that  he  knew  not 


what  to  say.  ' '  What  riotous  doings  are 
here?"  said  the  caliph  to  him  :  "who  are 
these  people  that  have  presumed  to  take  the 
liberty  of  diverting  themselves  in  my  garden 
and  pavilion  ?  I  must  however  confess,  I 
never  saw  two  persons  more  beautiful  or 
better  paired  in  my  life ;  and  therefore, 
before  I  discover  my  anger,  I  will  inform 
myself  better,  and  know  who  they  are,  and 
the  reason  of  their  being  hei-e."  He  went 
to  the  door  again  to  observe  them  more  nar- 
rowly ;  and  the  vizier,  who  followed,  stood  be- 
hind him,  while  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  them. 
They  both  plainly  heard  every  word  that 
Scheich  Ibrahim  said  to  the  Fair  Persian. 
"Is  there  anything,  my  charming  lady, 
wanting  to  render  the  pleasure  of  the  even- 
ing more  complete?"  "Nothing  but  a 
lute,"  i-eplied  the  Fair  Persian;  "and  me- 
thinks,  if  you  could  get  me  one,  all  would 
be  very  well. "  ' '  Can  you  play  upon  it  ?  " 
said  Scheich  Ibrahim.  "Fetch  me  one," 
replied  the  Fair  Persian  ;  "  and  you  shall 
hear  whether  I  can  or  not." 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  without  stirring  very  far 
from  his  place,  took  a  lute  out  of  a  press, 
and  presented  it  to  the  Fair  Persian,  who 
began  to  tune  it.  The  caliph,  in  the  mean- 
time, turning  to  the  grand  vizier,  "Giafar," 
said  he,  "the  young  lady  is  going  to  play 
upon  the  lute ;  and  if  she  perform  well,  I 
will  forgive  her,  and  the  young  man  for  her 
sake ;  but  as  for  thee,  I  will  have  thee  hang- 
ed." "  Commander  of  the  true  believers," 
replied  the  grand  vizier,  "  if  that  is  your  in- 
tention, I  wish  to  God  she  may  play  ill." 
"Why  so?"  said  the  caliph.  "Because," 
replied  the  grand  vizier,  "the  longer  we  live 
in  this  world,  the  more  reason  we  shall  have 
to  comfort  ourselves  with  the  hopes  of  dying 
in  good  sociable  company."  The  caliph, 
who  loved  a  repartee,  began  to  laugh  at 
this ;  and  putting  his  ear  to  the  opening  of 
the  door,  he  listened  to  hear  the  Fair  Persian 
play. 

The  Fair  Persian  began  in  a  style,  that, 
from  the  moment  of  her  touching  the  lute, 
the  caliph  perceived  she  did  it  with  a  mas- 
terly hand.  Afterwards  she  began  to  sing 
an  air ;  and  accompanying  the  lute  with  her 
voice,  which  Avas  admirably  fine,  she  sung 
and  played  with  so  much  skill  and  sweet- 
ness, that  the  caliph  was  quite  ravished  to 
hear  her. 

As  soon  as  the  Fair  Persian  had  finished 
her  song,  the  caliph  Avent  doAvn  the  steps, 
and  the  vizier  Giafar  folloAved  him.  When 
he  came  to  the  bottom,  "I  ncA-er,"  said  he  to 
the  vizier,  "heard  a  more  charming  voice,  or  a 
lute  better  touched  in  m j'  life.  Isaac,  *  Avhom 
I  thought  the  most  skilfiU  player  in  the 
world,  does  not  come  up  to  her.     I  am  so 


«  A  famous  pl.ayer  on  the  lute,  who  lived  at  Bag 
dad  iu  the  reign  of  the  caliph. 
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cliarmcd  Avitli  her  music,  tliat  I  will  go  in 
and  hear  her  play  before  me.  We  must, 
therefore,  consider  how  I  can  do  it." 

''Commander  of  the  true  believers,"  said 
the  grand  vizier,  ' '  if  you  shoidd  go  in,  and 
Seheich  Ibrahim  chance  to  know  you,  he 
would  mfallibly  die  with  the  fright."  "  It 
is  that  that  liurts  me,"  rei)lied  the  caliph  ; 
"  and  I  should  be  loth  to  be  the  occasion  of 
his  death,  after  so  many  years'  service.  A 
thought  is  just  come  into  my  head,  that  may 
succeed  :  stay  here  with  Mesrour,  and  wait 
for  me  in  the  next  walk." 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  Tigris  had  given 
the  caliph  an  op2)ortunity  of  turning  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  water  imder  a  stately 
bridge  into  his  garden,  to  make  a  piece  of 
water  well  terrassed,  whither  the  choicest 
lish  of  the  whole  river  used  to  retire.  The 
fishermen  knew  it  very  well,  and  would  have 
given  the  world  to  fish  there  ;  but  the  caliph 
had  expressly  charged  Seheich  Ibrahim  not 
to  sull'er  any  of  them  to  come  near  it. 
Howe>-er,  that  very  night,  a  fisherman, 
passing  by  the  garden-door  which  the  caliph 
had  left  open  as  he  found  it,  made  use  of 
this  opportunity,  and,  going  in,  went  directly 
to  the  canal. 

The  fisherman  immediately  fell  to  work 
with  his  casting  nets,  and  was  just  ready  to 
draw  them,  when  the  caliph,  fearing  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  Scheicli  Ibrahim's 
negligence,  but  willing  to  make  use  of  it  to 
bring  his  design  about,  came  to  the  same 
place.  The  fisherman,  in  spite  of  his  dis- 
guise, knew  him,  and,  throwing  himself  at 
his  feet,  humbly  implored  his  pardon,  and 
excused  himself  upon  the  account  of  his 
poverty.  "  liise,"  said  the  caliph,  "and  be 
not  afraid  ;  only  draw  your  nets,  that  I  may 
see  what  fish  you  have  got." 

The  fisherman,  recovered  of  his  fright, 
fjuicldy  obeyed  the  caliph's  orders.  He 
drew  out  five  or  six  very  large  fishes  ;  and 
tlie  caliph  choosing  the  two  biggest,  tied 
them  together  by  the  head  with  the  twig  of 
a  tree.  After  this,  said  he  to  the  fisherman, 
"Give  me  thy  clothes,  and  here  take  mine." 
The  exchange  was  soon  made ;  and  the 
calii)h  being  dressed  like  a  fisherman,  even 
to  his  boots  and  turban,  "  Take  thy  nets," 
said  he  to  the  fisherman,  "and  get  thee 
about  thy  business." 

When  the  fisherman,  very  well  pleased 
with  his  good  fortune,  was  gone,  the  caliph, 
taking  the  two  fishes  in  his  hand,  went  to 
look  after  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  and  IMes- 
rour ;  he  stopped  at  the  grand  vizier,  who, 
not  knowing  him,  asked  him  what  he  wanted, 
and  bid  him  go  about  his  business.  The 
caliph  fell  a  laughing  ;  by  which  the  vizier 
finding  it  to  be  him,  "  Commander  of  the 
true  believers,"  said  he,  "  is  it  possible  it 
can  l)e  you  ?  I  knew  you  not ;  and  I  ask  a 
thousand  pardons  for  my   rudeness.     You 


are  so  disguised,  that  you  may  venture  into 
the  hall,  without  any  fear  of  being  discovered 
by  Seheich  Ibrahim."  "  Stay  you  here  with 
Mesrour,"  said  the  caliidi,  "  while  I  go 
yonder  and  play  my  part." 

The  calii)h  went  up  to  the  hall,  and 
knocked  at  the  door.  Xoureddin  hearing 
him  first,  told  Seheich  Ibrahim  of  it,  who 
asked  who  was  tliere.  The  caliph  opened 
the  door,  and  stepjiing  a  little  way  into  the 
hall  to  shew  himself,  "  Seheich  Ibrahim," 
said  he,  "  I  am  the  fisherman  Kerim,  who, 
being  informed  of  your  design  to  treat  some 
of  your  friends,  have  brought  you  two  very 
fine  fishes,  fresh  caught,  to  ask  if  you  have 
any  occasion  for  them." 

Xoureddin  and  the  Fair  Persian,  mightily 
pleased  to  hear  him  name  fish,  "  Pray,"  said 
she  to  Seheich  Ibrahim,  "let  him  come  in, 
that  we  may  look  at  them."  Seheich  Ibra- 
him, by  this  time,  was  incapable  of  asking 
this  counterfeit  fisherman  how  or  which  way 
he  came  thither,  his  whole  thought  being 
only  to  oblige  the  Fair  Persian.  With  much 
ado  he  turned  his  head  towards  the  door, 
being  quite  drank,  and,  in  a  stammering 
tone,  calling  to  the  caliph,  whom  he  took  to 
be  a  fisherman,  "Come  hither,  thou  nightly 
thief,"  said  he,  "and  let  \is  see  what  thou 
hast  got." 

The  caliph  went  forward,  and  counter- 
feiting all  the  actions  of  a  fisherman  to  a 
nicety,  presented  the  two  fishes.  ' '  These 
are  very  fine  ones  indeed,"  said  the  Fair 
Persian;  "and  if  they  were  well  dressed 
and  seasoned,  I  should  be  glad  to  eat  some 
of  them."  "  The  lady  is  in  the  right  on  it," 
answered  Seheich  Ibrahim;  "  but  what  can 
you  do  with  your  fish,  unless  it  were 
dressed  ?  Go  dress  it  thyself,  and  bring  it 
to  us ;  thou  wilt  find  everything  necessary 
in  my  kitchen." 

The  caliph  went  back  to  the  grand  vizier. 
"Giafar,"  said  he,  "  I  have  been  very  well 
received ;  but  they  want  the  fish  to  be 
dressed.  I  will  take  care  to  dress  it  my- 
self," said  the  grand  vizier,  "and  they  shall 
have  it  in  a  moment."  "  Nay,"  re]i]ied  the 
caliph,  "so  eager  am  I  to  accomplish  my 
design,  that  I  will  take  that  trouble  myself; 
for  smce  I  have  jiersonated  the  fisherman  so 
well,  sure  I  can  play  the  cook  for  once.  In 
my  younger  days,  I  dealt  a  little  in  cookery, 
and  always  came  off  with  credit."  So  say- 
ing, he  went  directly  towards  Seheich  Ibra- 
him's lodgings,  and  the  grand  vizier  and 
Mesrour  followed  him. 

They  all  three  fell  to  work  ;  and  though 
Seheich  Ibi-ahiin's  Idtchen  was  not  very 
largo,  yet  there  was  everything  in  it  that 
they  wanted.  The  fish  was  quickly  cooked ; 
and  the  caliph  served  it  up,  putting  to  every 
one's  plate  a  lemon  to  squeeze  in  the  sauce 
if  they  thought  proper.  They  vM  eat  very 
heartily,   but  esjiecially  Noureddin  and  the 
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Fair  Persian  :  aud  the  caliph  stood  l)uforc 
tliem. 

As  soon  as  the  repast  was  over,  Nonrcd- 
din,  looking  upon  the  cahpli,  "  Fislun-nian," 
said  he,  "there  never  was  bettor  lish  eaten; 
and  yon  have  done  us  the  crrcatcst  favour  in 
the  world."  At  the  same  time,  putting  his 
hand  into  his  bosom,  and  pulling  out  a  purse 
of  thirty  pieces  of  gold,  the  remainder  of 
forty  that  Sangiar,  the  officer  of  the  king  of 
r.alsora,  had  given  him  just  upon  his  depar- 
ture, ' '  Take  it, "  said  he  to  him  ;  "  if  I  had 
any  more,  thou  shouldst  have  it;  had  I 
known  thee  in  my  prosperity,  I  would  have 
taken  care  to  secure  thee  from  ever  want- 
ing :  do  not  refuse  the  small  present  I  make 
thee,  but  accept  of  it  as  kindly  as  if  it  was 
much  greater." 

The  caliph  took  the  purse,  and  thanked 
Noureddin;  and  perceiving  by  the  weight 
that  it  contained  gold,  "Sir,"  said  he  to  him, 
"I  cannot  enough  thank  you  for  your 
liberality,  and  I  think  myself  very  fortunate 
in  having  to  do  with  a  person  of  your 
generosity ;  but  before  I  take  my  leave  I 
have  a  favour  to  ask,  which  I  beg  you  not 
to  deny  me.  Yonder  is  a  lute,  which  makes 
me  believe  that  the  lady  understands  play- 
ing upon  it ;  and  if  you  can  pi-evail  with 
her  to  play  but  one  tune,  I  shall  go  away 
pjerfectly  satisfied ;  for  a  lute,  sir,  is  an 
instrument  T  am  particularly  fond  of." 

"Fair  Persian,"  said  IS'oureddin,  immedi- 
ately addressing  himself  to  her,  ' '  I  ask  that 
favour  of  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  re- 
fuse me."  She  took  up  the  lute  without 
more  entreaties,  and  putting  it  presently  in 
tune,  played  and  sung  with  such  an  air,  as 
charmed  the  very  soul  of  the  caliph.  After- 
wards she  played  upon  the  lute  without 
singing,  but  with  so  much  strength  and 
softness,  that  transported  him  into  an 
ecstacy. 

When  the  Fair  Persian  had  given  over 
playing,  the  caliph  cried  out,  "What  a 
voice  !  what  a  hand  !  what  skill !  was  there 
ever  finer  singing,  or  better  playing  upon  the 
lute .?  Never  was  there  any  seen  or  heard 
like  it." 

Noureddin,  who  was  accustomed  to  give 
all  that  belonged  to  him  to  persons  who 
liraised  him,  "Fisherman,"  said  he,  "I  find 
thou  hast  some  taste  for  music  ;  since  thou 
art  so  delighted  with  her  performance,  she 
is  thine  ;  I  make  thee  a  present  of  her." 
At  the  same  time  he  rose  up,  and  taking  his 
robe,  which  he  had  laid  by,  was  going  away, 
and  leaving  the  caliph,  whom  he  believed  to 
be  no  other  than  a  fisherman,  in  possession 
of  the  Fair  Persian. 

The  Fair  Persian  was  extremely  surprised 
at  Noureddin's  liberality  :  she  took  hold  of 
him,  and,  looking  tenderly  at  him,  "Whither, 
sir,"  said  she,  "are  you  going?  Sit  down 
in  your  place,  I  entreat  you,  and  hearken  to 


what  I  am  going  to  sing  and  play."  He  did 
as  she  desired  him  ;  and  then  the  Fair  Per- 
sian, touching  the  lute,  and  looking  upon 
him  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  sung  some  verses 
that  she  had  made  extempore,  to  reproach 
him  with  his  indiiTcrence,  and  the  easiness 
as  well  as  cruelty  with  which  he  resigned 
her  to  Kerim.  She  only  hinted  without  ex- 
plaining herself  any  further  to  a  fisherman 
as  Kerim  was  ;  for  she,  as  well  as  Noured- 
din, was  ignorant  of  his  being  the  caliph. 
When  she  had  done  playing,  she  put  the  lute 
down  by  her,  and  clapped  a  handkerchief  to 
her  face,  to  hide  the  tears  she  could  not 
help  shedding. 

Noureddin  made  no  answer  to  all  these 
reproaches,  but  by  his  silence  seemed  to  de- 
clare he  did  not  repent  of  what  he  had  done. 
The  caliph,  surpriscil  at  what  he  had  heard, 
"  Sir,"  said  he,  "  as  far  as  I  see,  this  beauti- 
fid,  rare,  and  accomplished  lady,  that  so 
generously  you  have  made  me  a  present  of 
just  now,  is  your  slave,  and  you  are  her 
master."  "It  is  very  true,  Kerim,"  replied 
Noureddin;  "and  thou  woiddst  be  more 
surprised  than  thou  art  now,  should  I  tell 
thee  all  the  misfortunes  that  have  happened 
to  me  upon  her  account."  "Ah  !  I  beseech 
you,  sir,"  replied  the  calij^h,  still  behaving 
like  a  fisherman,  "  oblige  me  so  far  as  to  let 
me  hear  part  of  your  story." 

Noureddin,  who  had  already  obliged  him 
in  several  things  of  more  consequence,  was 
so  complaisant  as  to  relate  the  whole  story 
to  him.  He  began  with  the  vizier  his 
father's  buying  the  Fair  Persian  for  the 
king  of  Balsora,  and  omitted  nothing  of 
what  he  had  done,  or  what  had  happened 
to  him  from  that  time  to  their  arrival  at 
Bagdad,  and  to  that  very  moment  he  was 
talking  to  him. 

When  Noureddin  had  ended  his  stoiy, 
"And  whither  are  you  going  now?"  said 
the  caliph."  "Where  Heaven  shall  direct 
me,"  answered  Noureddin.  "If  you  will 
believe  me,"  replied  the  caliph,  "you  shall 
go  no  further,  but,  on  the  contrary,  you 
must  return  to  Balsora.  I  will  write  a 
short  letter,  which  you  shall  give  the  king 
in  my  name  :  you  shall  see,  upon  the  read- 
ing it,  he  will  give  you  a  very  handsome  re- 
ception, and  nobody  will  dare  to  speak 
against  you." 

"Kerim,"  said  Noureddin,  "  what  thou 
hast  told  me  is  very  siugular  :  I  never  heard 
that  a  poor  fisherman,  as  thou  art,  had  any 
correspondence  with  a  king."  "Be  not 
astonished  at  that,"  replied  the  caliph : 
"you  must  know,  that  we  both  studied 
together  imder  the  same  masters,  and  were 
always  the  best  friends  in  the  world.  It  is 
true,  fortune  has  not  been  equally  favour- 
able to  us ;  she  has  made  him  a  king,  and 
me  but  a  fisherman.  But  this  inequality 
has  not  lessened   our   friendship  :    he    has 
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often  expressed  a  readiness  and  desire  to 
advance  my  fortune,  but  I  always  refused 
it ;  and  am  better  jjleased  witli  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  he  will  never  deny  me 
whatever  I  ask  for  the  serN-ice  and  advantage 
of  my  friends  :  let  me  do  it,  and  you  shall 
see  the  success." 

Koureddin  consented  to  what  the  caliph 
had  proposed ;  and  there  being  everything 
necessary  for  writing  in  the  hall,  the  caliph 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  king  of  Balsora ;  at  the 
toj)  of  which,  near  the  edge  of  the  paper,  he 
placed  this  form,  in  three  small  characters, 
"In  the  name  of  the  most  merciful  God,"  to 
shew  he  woidd  be  absolutely  obeyed. 

Tlie  letter  of  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  to 
the  King  of  Balsora. 

"  Haroun  Abaschid,  son  of  Mandi,  sends 
this  letter  to  ]\Iahommed  Zinebi,  his  cousin. 
As  soon  as  Koureddin,  son  to  the  late  vizier 
Khacan,  the  bearer,  has  delivered  you  this 
letter,  and  you  have  read  it,  puU  off  the 
royal  mantle,  put  it  on  his  shoidders,  and 
place  him  in  thy  seat  without  fail.  Fajre- 
well." 

The  caliph  folded  up  the  letter,  and  sealed 
it ;  and  giving  it  to  Noureddin,  without  say- 
ing anything  of  what  was  in  it,  "  Go,"  said 
he,  "embark  immediately  in  a  vessel  that 
is  ready  to  go  off,  (as  there  did  constantly 
every  day  at  the  same  hour ;)  you  may 
sleep  when  yoii  are  aboard." 

Xoureddin  took  the  letter,  and  away  he 
went,  with  the  little  money  he  had  about 
him  when  Sangiar  gave  him  his  pui-se  ;  and 
the  Fair  Persian,  distracted  with  grief  at  his 
dcpartm-e,  retired  to  one  of  the  sofas,  and 
fell  to  weeping  bitterly. 

Kom-eddin  was  scarce  gone  out  of  the  hall, 
when  Scheich  Iljrahim,  who  had  been  silent 
during  the  whole  transaction,  looking  stead- 
fastly upon  the  caliph,  whom  he  still  took 
for  the  fisherman  Kerim,  "Hark'e,"  said 
he,  "Kerim,  thou  hast  brought  us  two 
fishes  that  are  worth  twenty  pieces  of  cojiper 
at  most,  and  thou  hast  got  a  purse  and  a 
slave ;  but  dost  thou  think  to  have  it  all 
for  thyself  ?  I  here  declare,  that  I  will  go 
halves  with  thee  in  the  slave  ;  and  as  for  the 
jmrse,  shew  me  what  is  in  the  inside  :  if  it 
is  silver,  thou  shalt  have  rtne  piece  for  thy- 
self ;  but  if  it  is  gold,  I  will  have  it  all,  and 
give  thee  in  exchange  some  pieces  of  cojipcr 
which  I  have  in  my  purse." 

For  the  better  understanding  of  what  fol- 
lo^rs,  said  Scheherazade,  interrupting  herself 
here,  wc  must  observe,  that  the  cabph,  be- 
fore his  serving  up  the  fish,  had  despatched 
the  grand  \'izier  Giafar  to  his  palace,  with 
orders  to  get  four  slaves,  with  a  rich  habit, 
and  to  wait  on  the  other  side  of  the  pavilion 
till  he  gave  a  signal  with  his  finsrer  against 


the  window.  The  grand  vizier  performed 
his  commission,  and  he,  Mesrom-,  and  the 
four  slaves,  waited  at  the  appointed  place, 
expecting  the  sign. 

But  to  return  to  my  story,  said  the  sul- 
taness.  The  caliph,  etill  personating  the 
fisherman,  answered  .Scheich  Ibrahim  boldlj', 
"I  know  not  what  there  is  in  the  purse; 
gold  or  silver,  you  shall  freely  go  my  halves  ; 
but  as  to  the  slave,  I  wiU  have  her  fill  to  my- 
self ;  and  if  you  will  not  accept  these  condi- 
tions, you  shall  have  nothing." 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  enraged  to  the  last  de- 
gree at  this  insolence,  considering  him  only 
as  a  fisherman,  snatched  up  one  of  the  china 
dishes  which  were  on  the  table,  and  flung  it 
at  the  caliph's  head.  The  caliph  easily 
avoided  the  blow,  being  thrown  by  a  person 
in  liquor  ;  but  the  dish  striking  against  the 
wall,  was  dashed  into  a  thousand  pieces. 
Scheich  Ibrahim  grew  more  enraged  at 
having  missed  his  aim ;  and,  catching  up 
the  candle  that  stood  upon  the  table,  ros* 
from  his  seat,  and  went  staggering  down  a 
pair  of  back  stairs  to  look  for  a  cane. 

The  caliph  took  this  opportunity,  and 
striking  his  hands  against  the  window,  the 
grand  vizier,  iMesrour,  and  the  four  slaves 
were  with  him  in  a  trice  ;  the  slaves  quickly 
pulled  off  the  fisherman's  clothes,  and  jnit 
on  him  the  habit  they  had  brought.  They 
had  not  quite  dressed  the  caliph,  who  had 
seated  himself  ujion  the  throne  that  was  in 
the  hall,  but  were  very  busy  about  him, 
when  Scheich  Ibraliim,  spurred  07i  by  inte- 
rest, came  back,  -^-ith  a  swinging  cane  in  his 
hand,  with  which  he  designed  to  pay  the 
pretended  fisherman  soundly  ;  but  instead  of 
finding  him,  he  saw  his  clothes  in  the  middle 
of  the  hall,  and  the  caliph  upon  his  throne, 
with  the  grand  vizier  and  Mesrour  on  each 
side  of  him.  He  stood  awhile  gazing  upon 
this  unexpected  sight,  doubting  whether  he 
was  awake  or  asleep.  The  cabph  feU  a 
laughing  at  his  astonishment  ;  and  calling  to 
him,  "Scheich  Ibrahim,"  said  he,  "what 
dost  thou  want  ?  whom  dost  thou  look 
after  ? " 

Scheich  Bjrahim,  no  longer  doubting  that 
it  was  the  caliph,  immediately  threw  himself 
at  his  feet,  with  his  face  and  long  beard  to 
the  ground.  "  Commander  of  the  true  be- 
lievers," cried  he,  "  your  vile  slave  has  of- 
fended you  ;  but  he  implores  yoiu-  clemenc5', 
and  asks  a  thousand  pardons  for  his  olfcnce." 
As  soon  as  the  slaves  had  made  an  end  of 
di-essing  him,  he  came  down  from  his  throne, 
and  advancing  towards  him,  "Eise,"  said 
he;   "I  forgive  thee." 

The  caliph  then  addressed  himself  to  the 
Fair  Persian,  who  had  susi)ended  her  sorrow 
as  soon  as  she  understood  that  the  garden 
and  pavilion  belonged  to  that  prince,  and 
not  to  Scheich  Ibrahim,  as  he  had  all  along 
made  her  beheve,  and  that  it  was  he  liimself 
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(lisHuiscil  in  tlic  lislicrmau's  clotlies.  "  Fair 
reisian,"  said  he,  "  rise,  aiul  follow mc  :  by 
what  you  have  lately  seen,  you  ought  to 
know  who  I  am,  and  to  believe  that  I  am 
above  taking  any  advantage  of  the  present 
which  Noureddin,  with  a  generosity  not  to  be 
paralleled,  has  made  me  of  yom*  2'erson.  I 
have  sent  him  to  Balsora  to  be  king  there ; 
and  when  1  have  given  him  the  despatches 
necessary  for  his  establishment,  you  shall 
go  thither  and  be  quecii.  In  the  meantime, 
I  am  going  to  order  an  apartment  for  you  in 
my  palace,  where  you  shall  be  treated  ac- 
cording to  your  desert." 

This  discourse  encouraged  the  Fair  Per- 
sian, and  comforted  her  very  sensibly.  The 
joy  for  the  advancement  of  Noureddin, 
whom  she  passionately  loved,  to  so  high  an 
honour,  made  her  sufficient  amends  for  hei* 
atUiction.  The  caliph  kept  his  promise,  and 
recommended  her  to  the  care  of  his  lady  Zo- 
beide,  whom  he  acquainted  with  the  esteem 
he  had  lately  entertained  for  Xoureddin. 

Noureddin' s  retiirn  to  Balsora  was  more 
fortunate,  and  speedier  by  some  days,  than 
he  coidd  have  expected.  Upon  his  arrival, 
without  visiting  any  of  his  friends  or  rela- 
tions, he  went  directly  to  the  palace,  where 
the  king  at  that  time  was  giving  public  au- 
dience. With  the  letter  held  up  in  his  hand, 
he  pressed  through  the  crowd,  who  presently 
made  way  for  him  to  come  forward  and  de- 
liver it.  The  king  took  and  opened  it,  and 
his  colour  changed  in  reading  it  :  he  kissed 
it  thrice,  and  was  just  about  to  obey  the  ca- 
liph's orders,  when  he  bethought  himself  of 
shewing  it  to  the  vizier  Saoiiy,  Noureddin's 
irreconcileable  enemy. 

Saouy,  who  had  discovered  Noureddin, 
and  began  to  conjectm-e,  with  great  uneasi- 
ness, what  might  be  the  design  of  his  coming, 
was  no  less  surpiised  than  the  king  at  the 
order  contained  in  the  letter  ;  and  being  as 
much  concerned  in  it,  he  thought  that  very 
moment  upon  a  way  to  evade  it.  He  pre- 
tended not  to  have  read  the  letter  quite 
through,  and  therefore,  desiring  a  second 
view  of  it,  he  turned  himseK  a  little  on  one 
side,  as  if  he  wanted  a  better  light,  and, 
■without  being  perceived  by  anyljody,  dex- 
terously tore  ofi'  from  the  top  of  it  the  form 
that  shewed  the  caliph  woidd  be  absolutely 
obeyed,  and  putting  it  into  his  mouth,  swal- 
lowed it. 

After  this  egregious  piece  of  viUany,  Saouy 
turned  to  the  king,  and  giving  him  the  letter, 
"Sir,"  said  he  to  him,  in  a  low  voice,  "what 
does  your  majesty  intend  to  do  ?  "  "  What 
the  caUph  has  commanded  me,"  replied  the 
kmg.  "  Have  a  care,  sir,"  said  the  -wicked 
vizier,  "what  you  do.  It  is  true,  this  is 
the  caliph's  hand,  but  the  form  is  not  to  it." 
The  king  had  observed  that  very  well,  l)ut 
in  his  confusion,  he  thought  his  eyes  de- 
ceived him  when  he  saw  it  was  gone. 


"Sir,"  continued  the  vizier,  "we  have nc 
reason  to  douljt  but  that  the  caliph,  upon 
the  comjilaints  he  has  made  against  yoiu- 
majesty  and  me,  has  gi-anted  him  this  letter 
purely  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  not  with  any 
intention  of  having  the  order  contained  in  it 
executed.  Besides,  we  must  consider  he  has 
sent  no  express  with  a  patent ;  and  without 
that,  the  order  is  of  no  force.  And  since  a 
king  like  your  majesty  was  never  deposed 
without  that  formality,  any  other  man  as 
well  as  Noureddin  might  come  with  a  forged 
letter  :  let  who  will  bring  such  a  letter  as 
this,  it  ought  not  to  be  jiut  in  execution. 
Your  majesty  may  depend  iipon  it,  that  is 
never  done  ;  and  I  will  take  i;pon  myself  all 
the  consequence  of  disobeying  this  order." 

King  Ziuebi,  easily  persuaded  by  this  per- 
nicious counsel,  left  Noureddin  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  the  vizier  Saouy,  who  led 
him  to  his  house  after  a  very  insulting  man- 
ner ;  where,  after  causing  him  to  be  bastina- 
doed tni  he  was  almost  dead,  he  ordered  him 
to  a  prison,  where  he  commanded  him  to  Ijo 
put  in  the  darkest  and  deepest  dungeon, 
with  a  strict  charge  to  the  jailor  to  give 
him  nothing  but  bread  and  water. 

When  Noureddin,  half  dead  with  the 
strokes,  came  to  himself,  and  found  what  a 
nasty  dungeon  he  was  in,  he  bewaded  his 
misfortunes  in  the  most  pathetic  manner. 
"Ah!  fisherman,"  cried  he,  "  how  hast  thou 
cheated  me,  and  how  easy  have  I  been  in 
believing  thee  :  Cordd  I,  after  the  civility 
I  shewed  thee,  expect  so  inhuman  and  bar- 
barous usage  ?  However,  may  Heaven 
reward  thee  :  for  I  cannot  persuade  mj'self 
that  thy  intention  was  so  base  ;  and  I  -will 
with  patience  wait  the  end  of  my  afflictions." 

The  poor  disconsolate  Noureddin  remained 
six  whole  days  in  this  miserable  condition  ; 
and  Saouy  did  not  forget  that  he  had  con- 
fined him  there  ;  but  being  resolved  to  put 
him  to  a  shameful  death,  and  not  daring  to 
do  it  by  his  own  authority,  to  accomplish 
his  villanous  design,  he  loaded  some  of  his 
slaves  with  rich  presents,  which  he,  at  the 
head  of  them,  went  and  presented  to  the 
king.  "Behold,  sire,"  said  he,  with  the 
blackest  malice,  "what  the  new  king  has 
sent  you  upon  his  accession  to  the  crown, 
and  begs  yoiu-  majesty  to  accept  of  it." 

The  king,  taking  the  matter  just  as  Saouy 
intended  it,  "What!"  replied  he,  "  is  that 
■wi-etch  still  living  ?  I  thought  you  had  put 
him  to  death  already."  "Sire,  I  have  no 
power,"  answered  the  vizier,  "to  take  any 
l^erson's  life  away ;  that  only  belongs  to 
your  majesty."  "  Go,"  said  the  king,  "be- 
head him  instantly ;  I  give  you  fuU  au- 
thority." "  Sire,"  replied  the  vizier  Saouy, 
"  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  your  majesty  for 
the  justice  you  do  mo ;  but  since  Noureddm 
has  publicly  afironted  me,  I  humbly  l)eg  the 
favour  that  his  execution  may  be  performed 
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Ijofore  the  palace,  and  that  the  criers  maj^ 
publish  ill  every  quarter  of  the  city,  that 
everybody  may  be  satislied  he  has  made  a 
sufficient  reparation  for  the  affront."  The 
king  granted  his  request ;  and  the  criers,  in 
performing  their  office,  diEFused  an  universal 
sorrow  through  the  whole  citj*.  The  mem- 
ory of  his  father's  virtues  being  yet  very 
fresh  among  them,  no  one  could  hear  with- 
out horror  and  indignation  that  the  son  was 
going  to  suffer  an  ignominious  death,  through 
the  villany  and  instigation  of  the  vizier 
Saouy. 

Saouy  went  in  person  to  the  prison,  ac- 
companied with  twenty  slaves,  ministers  of 
his  cruelty,  who  took  Xoureddin  out  of  the 
dungeon,  and  put  him  upon  a  shabby  hoi-se 
without  a  saddle.  When  Xoureddin  saw 
himself  in  the  hands  of  his  enemy,  "Thou 
triiunphest  now,"  said  he,  "and  abusest  thy 
power ;  but  I  trust  in  the  truth  of  what  is 
written  in  one  of  our  books,  '  You  judge 
unjustly,  and  in  a  little  time  you  shall  be 
judged  yourself.'"  The  vizier  Saouy,  who 
really  triumphed  in  his  heart,  "What,  inso- 
lent V  said  he,  "  darest  thou  insult  me  yet? 
but  go,  I  pardon  thee,  and  care  not  Avhat- 
ever  happens  to  me,  so  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  thee  lose  thy  head  in  the  public 
view  of  all  Balsora.  Thou  oughtest  also  to 
remember  what  another  of  our  books  says, 
'What  signifies  if  one  dies  the  next  day  after 
the  death  of  his  enemy  ?  '" 

The  vizier,  still  implacable  in  his  hatred 
and  enmity,  surrounded  by  part  of  his  slaves 
in  arms,  oidered  Xoureddin  to  be  conducted 
by  the  other,  and  went  himself  towards  the 
palace.  The  people  were  ready  to  fall  \ipon 
him  as  he  went  along  ;  and  if  anybody  had 
set  the  example,  they  would  certainly  have 
stoned  him  to  death.  When  he  had  brought 
him  to  the  place  of  suffering,  which  was  to 
be  in  sight  of  the  king's  apartment,  he  left 
him  in  the  executioner's  hands,  and  went 
straight  to  the  king,  who  was  in  his  closet, 
ready  to  glut  his  eyes  with  the  bloody  spec- 
tacle he  had  prepared. 

The  king's  guard  and  the  Wzier's  slaves, 
which  made  a  circle  round  Xoureddin,  had 
much  ado  to  withstand  the  peoi)le,  who 
made  all  possible  efforts,  but  in  vain,  to 
break  thr(nigh  them,  and  carry  him  off"  by 
force.  The  executioner  coming  up  to  him, 
"Sir,"  said  he,  "I  hops  you  will  forgive 
me ;  I  am  but  a  slave,  and  camiot  help 
doing  my  duty.  If  you  have  no  occasion 
for  anything  more,  I  beseech  you  prepare 
yourself  ;  for  the  king  is  just  going  to  give 
me  orders  to  strike  the  blow." 

The  poor  imfortunate  Xoureddin,  at  that 
cruel  moment,  looking  round  upon  the  i)eo- 
ple,  "Will  no  charitable  body,"  cried  he, 
"bring  me  a  little  water  to  quench  my 
thirst  ?  "  which  immediately  they  did,  and 
handed  it  up  to  him  upon  the  scaffold.    The 


vizier  Saouy,  perceiving  this  delay,  called 
out  to  the  executioner  from  the  king's  closet- 
window,  where  he  had  planted  himself, 
"Strike!  what  dost  thou  stay  for?"  At 
these  barbarous  and  inhuman  words  the 
whole  place  echoed  with  loud  imprecations 
against  him  ;  and  the  king,  jealous  of  his 
authority,  made  it  appear,  by  enjoining  him 
to  stay  awhile,  that  he  was  angry  at  his 
presumption.  But  there  was  another  rea- 
son ;  for  the  king  that  very  moment,  casting 
his  eye  to  a  large  street  that  faced  him,  and 
joining  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  saw 
about  the  middle  of  it  a  troop  of  horsemen 
come  gallopping  full  speed  towards  the 
palace.  "Vizier,"  said  the  king  immediately, 
"look  yonder;  what  is  the  meaning  of  those 
horsemen  ?  "  Saouy,  who  knew  not  what  it 
might  be,  earnestly  pressed  the  king  to  give 
the  executioner  the  sign.  "Xo,"  replied 
the  king;  "I  will  first  know  who  those 
horsemen  are."  It  was  the  vizier  Giafar, 
with  his  train,  who  came  in  person  from 
Bagdad  by  the  caliph's  order. 

To  understand  the  occasion  of  this  minis- 
ter's coming  to  Balsora,  we  must  observe 
that  after  Xoureddiu's  departure  with  the 
caliph's  letter,  the  caliph  the  next  day,  nor 
several  days  after,  never  thought  of  sending 
him  the  patent  that  he  mentioned  to  the 
Fair  Persian.  He  hapjiened  one  day  to  be 
in  the  inner  jialace,  which  was  that  of  the 
women,  and  passing  by  the  apartment,  he 
heard  the  sound  of  a  fine  voice.  He  listened 
to  it ;  and  he  had  no  sooner  heard  the  words 
of  one  complaining  for  the  absence  of  some- 
body, than  he  asked  the  officer  of  the 
eunuchs  that  attended  him,  who  that  woman 
was  that  belonged  to  that  apartment  ?  The 
officer  told  him  it  was  the  young  stranger's 
slave,  whom  he  had  sent  to  Balsora  to  be 
king  in  the  room  of  Mohammed  Zinebi. 

"Ah!  poor  Xoureddin,"  cried  the  caliph 
presentlj%  "I  had  forgot  thee  !  but  haste," 
said  he  to  the  officer,  "and  bid  Giafar  come 
to  me  :  "  the  vizier  was  with  him  in  an 
instant.  As  soon  as  he  came,  "Giafar," 
said  he,  "  I  have  hitherto  neglected  sending 
the  patent  to  Xoureddin,  which  was  to  con- 
firm him  king  of  Balsora  :  but  M-e  have  no 
time  now  to  draw  up  one  ;  therefore  im- 
mediately take  post-horses,  and,  with  some 
of  your  servants,  make  what  haste  you  can 
to  Balsora.  If  Xoureddin  is  no  longer  alive, 
Init  put  to  death  by  them,  order  the  vizier 
Saouy  to  be  hanged  ;  but  if  he  is  living, 
bring  him  to  mc  with  the  king  and  the 
vizier." 

The  grand  vizier  stayed  no  longer  than 
just  to  get  on  horseback ;  and  being  at- 
tended by  a  great  train  of  officers  belonging 
to  his  house,  he  set  off  for  Balsora,  where 
he  arrived  in  the  manner  and  at  the  time 
already  mentioned.  As  soon  as  he  came  to 
the  palace-yard,  the  people  cleared  the  way 
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for  ]iim,  crying  out,  "A  pardon  for  Noiirecl- 
diii  ;  "  and  with  his  whole  train  ho  rode  into 
tlie  palace,  even  to  the  very  stairs,  where 
he  alighted. 

The  king  of  Balsora,  knowing  him  to  be 
the  caliph's  chief  minister,  went  to  meet  him, 
and  received  him  at  the  entrance  of  his 
apartment.  The  first  question  the  vizier 
aslced,  was,  ' '  If  Nourcddin  was  living  ?  and 
if  he  was,  that  he  might  be  sent  for."  The 
king  made  answer  he  was  alive,  and  gave 
orders  to  have  him  brought  in.  Accord- 
ingly he  soon  made  his  appearance  as  he 
was,  tied  and  bound  with  cords.  The  grand 
vizier  Giafar  caused  him  to  be  untied,  and 
setting  him  at  liberty,  ordered  the  vizier 
Saouy  to  be  seized,  and  bound  him  with  the 
same  cords. 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar  lay  but  one  night 
in  Balsora ;  the  next  day  he  set  out  again 
for  Bagdad ;  and,  according  to  the  order 
he  had  received,  carried  Saouy,  the  king  of 
Balsora,  and  Noureddin,  along  with  him. 
As  soon  as  he  came  to  Bagdad,  he  presented 
them  all  to  the  caliph  ;  and  after  he  had 
given  him  an  account  of  his  journey,  and 
particidarly  the  miserable  condition  he  found 
Noureddin  in,  and  his  ill  usage  by  the  advice 
and  malice  of  Saouy,  the  caliph  desired 
Koureddin  to  behead  the  vizier  himself. 
"Commander  of  the  true  believers,"  said 
Noureddin,  "  notwithstanding  the  injury 
this  wicked  man  has  done  me,  and  the  mis- 
chief he  endeavoured  to  do  my  deceased 
father,  I  should  think  myself  the  basest  of 
mankind,  if  I  had  stained  my  hands  with 
his  blood."  The  caliph  was  extremely 
jjleased  with  his  generosity,  and  ordered 
justice  to  be  done  by  the  executioner's  hand. 

The  caliph  would  fain  have  sent  Noured- 
din  back  to  Balsora  to  have  been  king  there  : 
but  Noureddin  humbly  begged  to  be  excused 
from,  accepting  of  the  offer.  "Commander 
of  the  true  believers,"  said  Noureddin, 
"the  city  of  Balsora,  after  the  misfortunes 
that  have  hap2Jened  to  me  there,  will  be  so 
much  my  aversion,  that  I  beseech  your  ma- 
jesty to  give  me  leave  to  keep  the  oath  that 
I  liave  made,  of  never  retiu-ning  thither 
again ;  and  I  shall  think  it  my  greatest 
glory  to  serve  near  your  royal  pei-son,  if  you 
are  pleased  to  allow  me  the  honour."  The 
caliph  consented  to  it ;  and  placing  him 
among  the  number  of  those  courtiers  who 
wei-e  his  greatest  favourites,  restored  the 
Fair  Persian  to  him  again.  To  all  these 
fa\-oars  he  added  a  plentiful  fortune  ;  and 
he  and  the  Fair  Persian  lived  together  to 
their  dying  day,  with  all  the  happiness  they 
oould  desire. 

As  for  the  king  of  Balsora,  the  caliph 
contented  himself  with  only  letting  him  see 
how  careful  he  ought  to  be  in  the  choice  of 
his  viziers,  and  so  sent  him  back  into  his 
kingdom. 


THE    STORY   OP   BEDER,    PRINCE    OF    PERSIA, 
AND   GIAHAURE,    PRINCESS   OF   SAMANDAL. 

Persia  is  a  country  of  so  vast  extent, 
that  their  ancient  monarchs  have,  not  with- 
out some  colour  of  reason,  assumed  the 
haughty  title  of  King  of  Kings.  For,  not 
to  mention  those  subdued  by  their  arms, 
there  are  kingdoms  and  provinces  whose 
kings  are  not  only  tributary,  but  also  in  as 
great  subjection  as  governors  in  other  na- 
tions are  to  kings. 

One  of  these  kings,  who  in  the  beginning 
of  his  reign  had  signalized  himself  by  many 
glorious  and  successful  conquests,  enjoyed 
so  profound  a  peace  and  tranquillity,  as  ren- 
dered him  the  happiest  of  monarchs.  The 
only  thing  in  which  he  thought  himself  un- 
fortunate was,  that  amongst  all  his  wives, 
not  one  of  them  ever  brought  him  a  son ; 
and  being  now  far  advanced  in  years,  he  was 
desirous  of  an  heir  to  succeed  him  after  his 
death.  However,  he  had  above  a  hundred 
ladies,  all  lodged  in  separate  apartments, 
after  a  magniticent  mannei",  Avith  women- 
slaves  to  wait  upon,  and  eunuchs  to  guard 
them;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  his  endea- 
vours to  please  and  gratify  them  in  every 
thing,  there  was  not  one  that  answered  his 
expectation.  He  had  women  very  often 
brought  him  from  the  most  remote  coun- 
tries ;  and  if  they  pleased  him,  he  not  only 
gave  the  merchants  their  full  price  at  tirst 
word,  but  loaded  them  with  honours,  fa- 
vours, and  benedictions,  in  hopes  that  at 
last  he  might  be  so  happy  as  to  meet  with 
one  by  whom  he  might  have  a  son.  There 
was  scarce  any  act  of  charity  but  what  he 
performed,  to  prevail  with  Heaven.  He 
gave  immense  sums  to  the  poor,  besides 
large  donatives  to  the  religious  of  his  reli- 
gion ;  building  for  their  use  many  noble 
colleges  ricldy  endowed,  in  hopes  of  obtain- 
ing by  their  jirayers  what  he  so  earnestly 
desii'ed. 

One  day,  according  to  the  custom  of  his 
royal  predecessors,  during  their  residence  in 
their  ca])ital  city,  he  held  an  assembly  of 
his  courtiers,  at  which  all  the  ambassadors 
and  strangers  of  quality  about  the  court 
were  present ;  and  where  they  not  only  en- 
tertained one  another  with  talking  of  news 
and  politics,  but  also  of  the  sciences,  history, 
poetry,  literature,  and  whatever  else  was 
capable  of  diverting  the  mind  after  the  most 
agreeable  manner.  Upon  that  day  an  eu- 
nuch came  to  acquaint  him  Avith  the  arrival  of 
a  certain  merchant  from  a  far  country,  who, 
having  brought  a  slave  along  with  him,  de- 
sired leave  to  shew  her  to  his  majesty.  "Give 
him  admittance  instantly,"  said  the  king, 
"  and  after  the  assembly  is  over  I  will  talk 
with  him."  The  merchant  was  introduced, 
and    seated    in   a   convenient   place,   from 
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whence  lie  might  easily  have  a  fiill  -^aew  of  the 
king,  and  hear  him  talk  familiarly  to  those 
that  stood  nearhis  person.  The  king  observed 
this  rule  to  all  stranj^ers,  "with  a  design  that 
by  degrees  they  might  grow  acquainted  with 
him  ;  so  that,  when  they  saw  with  what 
freedom  and  civility  he  addressed  himself  to 
all,  they  might  be  encouraged  to  talk  with 
him  in  the  same  manner,  without  being  the 
least  siu-prised  at  the  pomp  and  splendour 
of  his  appearance,  which  was  enough  to 
deprive  those  of  their  j^ower  of  speech  that 
were  not  used  to  it.  He  treated  the  am- 
bassadors also  after  the  same  manner.  He 
ate  with  them,  and  during  the  repast  asked 
them  several  questions  concerning  their 
health,  their  joiu-ney,  and  the  particularities 
of  their  coimtry.  After  they  had  been  thus 
encouraged,  he  gave  them  audience. 

When  the  assembly  was  over,  and  all  the 
comi)any  retired,  the  merchant,  who  was 
the  only  person  left,  fell  prostrate  before  the 
king's  throne  with  his  face  to  the  earth, 
wishing  his  majesty  an  accomplishment  of 
all  his  desires.  As  soon  as  he  rose  up,  the 
king  asked  him  if  the  news  of  his  having 
brought  a  slave  for  him  was  true,  and 
whether  she  was  handsome. 

" Sire,"  rephed  the  merchant,  "I  doubt 
not  in  the  least  but  your  majesty  has  very 
beautiful  women,  since  you  search  every 
corner  of  the  earth  for  them ;  but  I  may 
boldly  affirm,  without  overvaluing  my  mer- 
chandise, that  you  never  yet  saw  a  woman 
that  could  stand  in  competition  with  her  for 
shaj)e  and  beauty,  agreeable  qiialifications, 
and  all  the  perfections  that  she  is  mistress  of." 
"Where  is  she  ?"  said  the  king  :  "bring  her 
to  me  instantly."  "  Sire,"  repKed  the  mer- 
chant, "  I  have  delivered  her  into  the  hands 
of  one  of  the  chief  eunuchs  ;  and  your  ma- 
jesty may  send  for  her  at  your  pleasure." 

The  fair  slave  was  immediately  brought 
in  ;  and  no  sooner  had  the  king  cast  his  eyes 
on  her,  but  he  was  charmed  with  her  beau- 
tiful and  easy  shape.  He  went  presently 
into  a  closet,  whither  the  merchant,  with  a 
few  eimuchs,  followed  him.  The  fair  slave 
wore  a  red  satin  veil  striped  with  gold  over 
her  face ;  and  when  the  merchant  had  taken 
it  off,  the  king  of  Persia  beheld  a  lady  that 
surpassed  in  beauty,  not  only  his  present 
ladies,  but  all  that  he  ever  had  before.  He 
immediately  fell  passionately  in  love  with 
her,  and  bid  the  merchant  name  his  price. 

"Sire,"  said  he,  "1  gave  a  thousand 
pieces  of  gold  to  the  person  of  whom  I 
bought  her ;  and  in  my  three  years'  journey- 
to  your  court,  I  reckon  I  have  spent  as 
much ;  but  I  shall  forbear  setting  any  price 
to  so  great  a  monarch ;  and  therefore,  if 
your  majesty  likes  her,  I  humbly  beg  you 
would  accept  of  her  as  a  present."  "  I  am 
highly  obliged  to  you,"  replied  the  king ; 
"but  it  is  never  my  custom  to  treat  mer- 


chants, who  come  hither  purely  for  my 
pleasure,  after  so  ungenerous  a  manner  :  I 
am  going  to  order  thee  ten  thousand  ])iecea 
of  gold  ;  wUl  that  be  sufficient  ?"  "Sire," 
answered  the  merchant,  "  I  should  have  es- 
teemed mj'self  very  happy  in  yoiu-  majesty's 
acceptance  of  her  for  nothing,  yet  I  dare  not  | 
refuse  so  generous  an  offer.  I  shall  not  fail 
to  publish  it  in  my  own  coimtry,  and  in 
every  place  througla  which  I  pass."  The 
money  was  presently  paid ;  and  before  he 
departed,  the  king  made  him  put  on  a  rich 
suit  of  cloth  of  gold. 

The  king  caused  the  fair  slave  to  be 
lodged  in  the  finest  apartment  next  his  own, 
and  gave  particular  orders  to  the  matrons, 
and  the  women  slaves  ajipointed  to  attend 
her,  that  after  bathing  they  should  di-ess 
her  in  the  richest  habit  they  could  find,  and 
carry  her  the  finest  pearl  necklaces,  the 
brightest  diamonds,  and  other  the  richest 
precious  stones,  that  she  might  choose  those 
she  liked  best. 

The  officious  matrons,  whose  only  care 
was  to  iilease  the  king,  were  astonished  at 
her  beauty  ;  and  being  well  versed  therein, 
they  told  his  majesty,  that  if  he  woiild  allow 
them  but  three  days,  they  would  engage  to 
make  her  so  much  handsomer  than  she  was 
at  present,  that  he  could  scarce  know  her 
again.  The  king  cotdd  hardly  deprive  him- 
self of  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  her  so  long  ; 
but  at  last  he  consented,  upon  condition  they 
would  be  as  good  as  their  word. 

The  king  of  Persia's  capital  was  situated 
in  an  island;  and  his  palace,  which  was 
very  magnificent,  was  built  upon  the  sea- 
shore :  his  apartment  looked  upon  that 
element ;  and  the  fair  slave's,  which  was 
pretty  near  it,  had  also  the  same  prospect, 
and  it  was  the  more  agreeable,  iipon  the 
accoimt  of  the  sea's  beating  almost  against 
the  foot  of  the  wall. 

At  the  three  days'  end  the  fair  slave, 
magnificently  dressed  and  set  off,  was  alone 
in  her  chamber,  sitting  upon  a  sofa,  and 
leaning  against  one  of  the  windows  that 
faced  the  sea,  when  the  king,  being  informed 
that  he  might  visit  her,  came  in.  The  slave 
hearing  somebody  walk  in  the  room,  with  an 
air  quite  different  from  that  of  the  women- 
slaves,  who  had  hitherto  attended  her,  im- 
mediately turned  her  head  about,  to  see  who 
it  was.  She  knew  him  to  be  the  king  ;  but 
without  discovering  the  least  surprise,  or  so 
much  as  rising  from  her  seat  to  salute  or 
receive  him,  as  if  he  had  been  the  most  in- 
different person  in  the  world,  she  put  herself 
in  the  same  posture  again. 

The  king  of  Persia  was  extremely  sur- 
prised to  see  a  slave  of  so  beauteous  a  form 
so  very  ignorant  of  the  world.  He  attributed 
this  to  the  narrowness  of  her  education,  and 
the  little  care  that  w'as  taken  of  instructing 
her  in  the  first  rules  of  civility.     He  went  to 
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licr  at  the  window,  where,  notwithstanding 
the  coldness  and  indifference  with  which  she 
had  just  now  received  him,  she  suffered  her- 
self to  be  admired,  caressed,  and  embraced 
as  much  as  he  pleased. 

In  the  midst  of  these  amorous  embraces 
and  tender  endearments,  this  monarch  paused 
awhile,  to  gaze  upon,  or  rather  to  devour 
her  with  his  cj^es.  "  My  goddess  !  my 
angel !  my  charmer ! "  cried  the  king ; 
"  whence  came  you,  and  wliere  do  those 
happy  parents  live  that  brought  into  the 
■world  so  surprising  a  masterpiece  of  nature 
as  you  are  ?  Ah  !  how  I  love  you,  and  shall 
always  continue  to  do  so.  Never  did  I  feel 
for  a  woman  what  I  now  feel  for  you ;  and 
though  I  have  seen,  and  do  see  every  day,  a 
vast  number  of  beauties,  yet  never  did  my 
eyes  behold  so  many  charms  in  one  single 
person,  which  have  so  transported  me  out  of 
myself,  that  I  shall  entirely  devote  myself  to 
you.  My  dearest  life,"  continued  he,  "you 
neither  answer,  nor  by  any  visible  token 
give  me  the  least  reason  to  believe  that  you 
are  sensible  of  the  many  demonstrations  I 
have  given  you  of  the  violence  of  my  pas- 
sion ;  neither  will  you  tiu'u  your  eyes  on  me 
to  afford  mine  the  jjleasiu-e  of  meeting  them, 
and  to  convince  you  that  it  is  impossible  to 
love  more  than  I  do  yoii.  Why  will  you 
still  keep  this  obstinate  silence,  which  chills 
nie  ?  and  whence  jiroceeds  the  seriousness, 
or  rather  sorrow,  that  torments  me  to  the 
sold  ?  Do  you  mourn  for  your  country,  your 
friends,  or  j'om"  relations  ?  Alas  !  is  not  the 
king  of  Persia,  who  loves  and  adores  you, 
capable  of  comforting,  and  making  you 
amends  for  the  loss  of  everything  in  the 
world  ?" 

What  protestations  of  love  soever  the  king 
of  Persia  made  the  fan-  slave,  or  all  he  could 
say,  to  oblige  her  to  speak  to  him,  she  con- 
tinued her  astonishing  reserve  ;  and  keeping 
her  eyes  still  fixed  vipon  the  ground,  woidd 
neither  look  at  him  nor  utter  a  word. 

The  king  of  Persia,  charmed  with  the 
purchase  he  had  made  of  a  slave  that 
pleased  him  so  well,  jH-essed  her  no  further, 
in  hopes  that  by  treating  her  kindly,  he 
might  prevail  upon  her  to  change  her  mind. 
He  presently  clapped  his  hands ;  and  the 
women  that  waited  in  an  outward  room  en- 
tered :  he  commanded  them  to  bring  in  su]i- 
per.  When  it  was  on  the  table,  "  My  soul," 
said  he  to  the  slave,  "  come  hither  and  sup 
with  me."  She  rose  from  her  seat ;  and 
being  seated  over-against  the  king,  his  ma- 
jesty helped  her,  before  he  began  eating  him- 
stilf ;  and  so  he  did  of  every  dish  during  the 
whole  supper.  The  slave  ate  as  well  as  the 
king,  but  still  with  downcast  eyes,  and 
without  speaking  a  Avord ;  though  he  often 
asked  her  how  she  liked  the  entertainment, 
and  whetlier  it  was  di-essed  according  to  her 
taste. 


The  king,  willing  to  change  the  discourse, 
asked  her  what  her  name  was,  how  she 
liked  the  clothes  and  the  jewels  she  had  on, 
what  she  thought  of  her  apartment  and  the 
rich  furniture,  and  whether  the  prospect  oi 
the  sea  was  not  very  agreeable  ?  but  to  all 
these  questions  she  answered  not  a  word  ;  so 
that  the  king  was  at  a  loss  what  to  think  of 
her  silence.  He  imagined,  at  first,  that  per- 
haps she  might  be  dumb  :  "but- then,"  said 
he  to  himself,  "can  it  be  possible  that  Heaven 
should  form  a  creature  so  beautiful,  so  per- 
fect, and  so  accomplished,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  with  so  great  an  imperfection  ?  Were 
it,  however,  so,  I  coxdd  not  love  her  with  a 
less  passion  than  I  do." 

When  the  king  of  Persia  rose  from  the 
table,  he  washed  his  hands  on  one  side,  while 
the  fair  slave  washed  hers  on  the  other.  He 
took  that  time  to  ask  the  women  that  held 
the  basin  and  napkin,  if  ever  they  had  heard 
her  speak.  One  of  them  presently  made  an- 
swei-,  "Sire,  we  have  neither  seen  her  open 
her  lips,  nor  heard  her  speak  any  more  than 
your  majesty  has  just  now  ;  we  have  ren- 
dered her  our  services  in  the  bath  ;  we  have 
combed  and  dressed  her  head,  put  on  her 
clothes,  and  waited  upon  her  in  her  chamber, 
but  she  has  never  opened  her  lips,  so  much 
as  to  say,  'that  is  well,'  or  '1  like  this.' 
We  have  often  asked  her,  '  iladam,  do  you 
want  anything  ?  is  there  anything  you  wish 
for  ?  Do  but  ask,  and  command  us  : '  but 
we  have  never  been  able  to  draw  a  word 
from  her.  We  cannot  tell  whether  her  si- 
lence proceeds  from  pride,  sorrow,  stujiidity, 
or  dumbness  ;  and  this  is  all  we  can  inform 
your  majesty  of." 

The  king  of  Persia  was  more  astonished  at 
hearing  this  than  he  was  before  :  however, 
believing  the  slave  might  have  some  cause 
of  sorrow,  he  was  Avilling  to  endeavour  to 
divert  and  amuse  her.  Accordingly  he 
made  a  very  splendid  assembly,  to  which  all 
the  ladies  of  the  court  came  ;  and  those  who 
were  skilful  in  jilaying  upon  musical  instru- 
ments performed  their  parts,  while  others 
sung  or  danced,  or  did  both  together  :  at 
last,  they  played  at  all  sorts  of  games,  which 
mightily  diverted  the  king.  The  fair  slave 
was  the  only  person  that  took  no  pleasure  in 
these  diversions ;  she  never  stirred  out  of  her 
jjlace,  but  with  her  ejes  fixed  on  the  ground 
witli  so  much  indifference,  that  all  the  ladies 
were  no  less  surprised  than  the  king.  After 
the  assembly  was  over,  every  one  retired  to 
her  apartment ;  and  the  king,  who  was  left 
alone  with  the  fair  slave,  lay  with  her  that 
night. 

The  next  morning  the  king  of  Persia  rose 
more  pleased  than  ever  he  had  been  with  all 
his  women  he  had  seen  before,  and  more 
euamoiired  with  the  fair  slave  than  he  was 
the  day  before.  Indeed,  he  soon  made  it 
appear,   by  resohnng  henceforth  to  attach 
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himself  ouly  to  ber  ;  and  he  performed  his 
resolution.  On  the  very  same  day  he  dis- 
missed all  his  other  women,  giving  every  one 
of  them  their  jewels,  and  other  valuable 
things,  besides  a  considerable  fortune,  with 
free  leave  to  marry  whom  they  thought  lit ; 
and  only  kept  the  matrons  and  a  few  other 
elderly  women  to  wait  upon  the  fair  slave. 
However,  for  a  whole  year  together,  she 
never  afforded  him  the  pleasure  of  one  single 
word  ;  yet  the  king  continued  his  assiduities 
to  please  her,  with  all  the  complaisance  ima- 
ginable, and  to  give  her  the  most  signal 
proofs  of  a  violent  j^assion. 

The  year  was  now  expired,  when  the  king 
sitting  one  day  by  his  mistress,  protested  to 
her  that  his  love,  instead  of  bemg  diminished, 
gi'e w  every  day  more  violent.  '  •  jMy  queen, " 
said  he,  ' '  I  cannot  divine  what  your  thoughts 
are  :  but  nothing  is  more  true,  and  I  swear 
to  j'ou,  that  having  the  happiness  of  posses- 
sing you,  there  remains  nothing  for  me  to 
desire  :  I  esteem  my  kingdom,  great  as  it  is, 
less  than  an  atom,  when  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  beholding  you,  and  of  teUiug  you  a  thou- 
sand times,  that  I  adore  you.  I  desire  not 
that  my  words  alone  should  oblige  you  to 
believe  me.  Surely  you  can  no  longer  doubt 
it,  after  the  vast  number  of  -women  who  were 
in  my  palace,  whom  I  have  sacrificed  to  your 
beauty.  You  may  remember  it  is  about  a 
year  since  I  sent  them  all  away  ;  and  I  re- 
pent of  it  as  little  even  now  I  am  talking 
with  you,  as  I  did  the  llrst  moment  of  their 
departure  ;  and  I  never  shall  repent.  No- 
thing would  be  wanting  to  complete  my 
hajipiness  and  crown  my  joy,  would  you  but 
speak  one  single  Avord  to  me,  by  which  I 
might  be  assured  that  you  thought  yourself 
at  all  obliged  to  me.  But  how  can  you 
speak  to  me  if  you  are  dumb  ?  and  alas  !  I 
feel  too  fearful  this  is  the  case.  How  can  I 
doubt,  since  you  still  torment  me  with 
silence,  after  a  whole  year's  entreating  you 
continually  to  speak  to  me  ?  If  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  obtain  of  you  that  consolation, 
may  Heaven  at  least  grant  me  the  blessing 
of  a  son  by  you,  to  succeed  me  after  my 
death.  I  find  myself  growing  old  every  day, 
and  I  begin  already  to  Avant  one  to  assist  me 
in  bearing  the  weight  of  my  crown.  Still  I 
cannot  conceal  the  great  desire  I  have  of 
hearing  you  speak  ;  for  something  within 
me  tells  me  you  are  not  dumb  :  and  I  be- 
seech, I  conjui-e  you,  dear  madam,  to  break 
through  this  long  silence,  and  speak  but  one 
■word  to  me  ;  and  after  that  I  care  not  how 
soon  I  die. " 

At  this  discourse  the  fair  slave,  who,  ac- 
cording to  her  iisual  custom,  had  heai-kencd 
to  the  king  with  downcast  eyes,  and  had 
given  him  cause  to  believe  not  only  that  she 
was  dumb,  but  that  she  had  never  laughed 
in  her  hfe,  began  to  smile  a  little.  The  king 
of  Persia  perceived  it  with  a  surprise  that 


made  him  break  forth  into  an  exclamation 
of  joy  ;  and  no  longer  doubting  but  that  sh 
was  going  to  speak,  he  waited  for  that  happy 
moment  with  an  eagerness  and  attention  that 
caimot  easily  be  expressed. 

At  last  the  fair  slave,  breaking  her  long- 
kept  silence,  thus  addressed  herself  to  the 
king:  "Sire,"  said  she,  "I  have  so  many 
things  to  say  to  your  majesty,  that,  having 
once  broke  silence,  I  know  not  where  to  be- 
gin. However,  in  the  first  place,  I  think 
myself  iu  duty  bound  to  thank  you  for  aU 
the  favours  and  honours  you  have  been 
pleased  to  confer  iipon  me,  and  to  implore 
Heaven  to  bless  and  prosper  you,  to  prevent 
the  wicked  designs  of  your  enemies,  and  not 
suffer  you  to  die,  after  hearing  me  speak, 
but  to  grant  you  a  long  life.  After  this, 
sire,  I  cannot  give  you  a  greater  satisfaction 
than  by  acquainting  you  that  I  am  with 
child  ;  and  I  wish,  as  you  do,  it  may  be  a 
son.  Had  it  never  been  my  fortune  to  have 
been  pregnant,  I  was  resolved  (I  beg  your 
majesty  to  pardon  the  sincerity  of  my  iuteu- 
tion)  never  to  have  loved  you,  as  well  as  to 
have  kept  an  eternal  silence  ;  but  now  I  love 
you  as  I  ought  to  do." 

The  king  of  Persia,  ravished  to  hear  the 
fair  slave  not  only  speak,  but  tell  him  tidings 
in  which  he  was  so  nearly  concerned,  em- 
braced her  tenderly.  "  Shining  light  of  my 
eyes,"  said  he,  "  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
receive  a  greater  joy  than  what  you  have 
now  given  me  :  you  have  spoken  to  me,  and 
you  have  declared  your  being  with  child, 
which  I  did  not  expect.  After  these  two 
occasions  of  joy,  I  am  transported  out  of 
myself." 

The  king  of  Persia,  in  the  transpoi-t  of  his 
joy,  said  no  more  to  the  fair  slave.  He  left 
her,  butrin  such  a  manner  as  made  her  per- 
ceive his  intention  was  speedily  to  return  : 
and  being  willing  that  the  occasion  of  his 
joys  shoidd  be  made  public,  he  declared  it  to 
his  ofhcers,  and  sent  in  all  haste  for  the 
grand  vizier.  As  soon  as  he  came,  he  or- 
dered him  to  distribute  a  thousand  pieces  of 
gold  among  the  holy  men  of  his  religion, 
who  made  vows  of  poverty  ;  as  also  among 
the  hospitals  and  the  poor,  by  way  of  re- 
turning thanks  to  Heaven  :  and  his  will  was 
obeyed  by  the  direction  of  that  minister. 

After  the  king  of  Persia  had  given  this 
order,  he  returned  to  the  fair  slave  again. 
"  Madam,"  said  he,  "  pardon  me  for  leaving 
you  so  abruptly,  since  you  have  been  the 
occasion  of  it ;  but  I  hope  you  will  indulge 
me  with  some  conversation,  since  I  am  desir- 
ous to  know  of  you  several  things  of  much 
greater  consequence.  Tell  me,  my  dearest 
soul,  what  were  the  powerful  reasons  that 
induced  you  to  persist  in  that  obstinate  si- 
lence for  a  whole  year  together,  though 
every  day  you  saw  me,  heard  me  talk  to 
you,   ate   and   drank   with  me,   and  every 
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night  lay  with  nio  ?  I  shall  pass  by  your  not 
speaking;  hut  how  you  coiihl  carry  your- 
self so  as  that  I  coukl  never  discover  whether 
you  were  sensible  of  what  I  said  to  you  or 
no,  I  confess,  surpasses  my  understanding  ; 
and  I  cannot  yet  comprehend  how  you  could 
contain  yourself  so  long  :  therefore  I  must 
conclude  the  occasion  of  it  to  be  very  extra- 
ordinarj\" 

"To  satisfy  the  king  of  Persia's  curiosity," 
replied  this  fair  person,  "think  whether  or 
no  to  be  a  slave,  far  from  my  own  country, 
without  any  hopes  of  ever  seeing  it  again, — 
to  have  a  heart  torn  with  grief,  for  being 
separated  for  ever  from  my  mother,  my 
brother,  my  friends,  and  my  acquaintance, — 
are  not  these  sufficient  reasons  for  my  keep- 
ing a  silence  your  majesty  has  thought  so 
strange  and  unaccouiitable  ?  The  love  of 
our  native  country  is  as  natural  to  us  as  that 
of  our  parents ;  and  the  loss  of  liberty  is  in- 
supportable to  every  one  who  is  not  wholly 
destitute  of  common  sense,  and  knows  liow 
to  set  a  value  on  it.  The  body  indeed  may 
be  enslaved,  and  under  the  subjection  of  a 
master,  who  has  the  j)Ower  and  auth(n-ity  in 
his  hands ;  but  the  will  can  never  be  con- 
quered, but  remains  free  and  unconfined, 
dc])ending  on  itself  alone,  as  your  majesty 
has  found  an  instance  of  it  in  me  ;  and  it  is 
a  wonder  that  I  have  not  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  abundance  of  unfortunate  wretches, 
whom  the  loss  of  liberty  has  reduced  to  the 
melancholy  resolution  of  procuring  their 
own  deaths  a  thousand  waj-s,  by  a  lilierty 
which  cannot  be  taken  from  them." 

"Madam,"  rejilied  the  king,  "lam  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  what  you  say ;  but 
till  this  moment  I  was  of  opinion,  that  a 
person  beautiful,  well-shaped,  of  good  un- 
derstanding, like  yourself,  whom  her  evil 
destiny  had  condemned  to  be  a  slave,  ouglit 
to  think  herself  very  happy  in  meeting  with 
a  king  for  her  master." 

"Sire,"  replied  the  fair  slave,  "whatever 
the  slave  is,  as  I  have  already  observed  to 
your  majesty,  there  is  no  king  on  eai'th  can 
t jTannize  over  her  will.  But  when  you  speak 
of  a  slave  mistress  of  charms  enough  to  cap- 
tivate a  monarch,  and  induce  him  to  love 
lier ;  if  she  is  of  a  rank  infinitely  below  him, 
I  am  of  your  o])mion,  she  ought  to  think 
herself  happy  in  her  misfortunes  :  but  what 
happiness  can  it  be,  when  she  considers  her- 
self only  as  a  slave,  torn  from  a  parent's 
arms,  and  perhaps  from  those  of  a  lover,  her 
passion  for  whom  death  oidy  can  extin- 
guish ?  But  when  this  very  slave  is  in  no- 
thing inferior  to  the  king  that  bought  her, 
your  majesty  shall  then  judge  yourself  of  the 
rigour  of  her  destiny,  her  misery,  and  her 
sorrow,  and  to  what  desperate  attempts  the 
anguish  of  despair  may  drive  her." 

The  king  of  Persia,  astonished  at  this  dis- 
course, "Mad.im,"  said  he,  "can  it  be  pos- 


sible that  you  are  of  royal  blood,  as  liy  your 
words  you  seem  to  intimate  ?  Explain  tho 
whole  secret  to  me,  I  beseech  you,  and  no 
longer  augment  my  impatience.  Let  me  in- 
stantly know  who  are  the  hajipy  parents  of 
so  great  a  prodigy  of  beauty  ;  who  are  your 
brothers,  your  sisters,  and  your  relations  ; 
but,  above  all,  what  your  name  is." 

"  Sire,"  said  the  fair  slave,  "  my  name  is 
Gulnare*  of  the  Sea  ;  and  my  father,  who 
is  now  dead,  was  one  of  the  most  potent 
monarchs  of  the  ocean.  When  he  died,  he 
If'f  t  his  kingdom  to  a  brother  of  mine,  named 
Saleh,  t  and  to  the  queen  my  mother,  who 
is  also  a  princess,  the  daughter  of  another 
puissant  monarch  of  the  sea.  We  enjoyed 
a  profoimd  jieace  and  tranquillity  through 
the  whole  kingdom,  till  a  neighbouring 
prince,  envious  of  our  happiness,  invaded 
our  dominions  with  a  mighty  army  ;  and 
jjenetrating  as  far  as  oiu-  capital,  made  him- 
self master  of  it ;  and  we  had  but  just  time 
enough  to  save  ourselves  in  an  impenetrable 
and  inaccessible  place,  with  a  few  trusty 
officers  who  did  not  forsake  us  in  our 
distress. 

"In  this  retreat,  my  brother  was  not  neg- 
ligent in  contriving  all  manner  of  ways  to 
drive  the  imjust  invader  from  our  domi- 
nions. One  day  taking  me  into  his  closet, 
"  Sister,"  said  he,  "the  events  of  the  smal- 
lest undertakings  are  always  dubious.  As 
for  my  own  part,  I  may  fail  in  the  attempt 
I  design  to  make  to  recover  my  kingdom  ; 
and  I  shall  be  less  concerned  for  my  o^vn 
disgrace,  than  what  may  possibly  happen  to 
you.  To  prevent  it,  and  to  secure  you  from 
all  accident,  T  woidd  fain  see  you  mai-ried 
first  :  but  in  the  miserable  condition  of  our 
ailairs  at  present,  I  see  no  probal:)ility  of 
matching  yoii  to  any  of  the  i)riuces  of  the 
sea ;  and  therefore  I  should  be  very  glad  if 
you  would  concur  with  my  opinion,  and 
think  of  marrying  to  some  of  the  jirinces  of 
the  earth.  I  am  ready  to  contribute  all 
that  lies  in  my  power  towai-ds  it;  and  I  am 
certain  there  is  not  one  of  them,  however 
powerful,  but,  considering  the  bcaiity  you 
are  mistress  of,  would  jje  proud  of  sharing 
his  crown  with  you." 

At  this  discourse  of  my  brother's,   I  fell 
into  a  violent  passsion.      "Brother,"  said  I, 
"you  know  that  I  am  descended,  as  well  as 
you,  by  both  father  and  mother's  side,  frcjra   , 
the  kings  and  queens  of  the  sea,  without  any   I 
mixture  of  alliance  with  those  of  the  earth  ,   I 
therefore   I  do  not  design  to   marry  below   \ 
myself,  any  more  than  thej'  did ;  and  I  took  \ 
an  oath  to  that  effect  as  soon  as  I  had  iin-   ^ 
derstanding  to   inquire  into  the   nobleness 
and  antiquity  of  our  family.     The  condition 
to  which  we  are  reduced  shall  never  oblige 

'  Guliiai-a,   in    Arabic,   is    a  rose  or  pomegianate 
flower, 
t  fcfalcli,  in  Aiv.bic,  significB  good. 
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me  to  alter  my  resolution ;  and  if  yon  perish 
in  the  execution  of  your  design,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  fall  with  you,  rather  than  to 
follow  the  advice  I  so  little  expected  from 
you." 

ily  brother,  who  was  still  earnest  for  the 
marriage,  however  improper  for  me,  endea- 
voured to  make  me  believe,  that  there  were 
kings  of  the  earth  who  were  nowise  inferior 
to  those  of  the  sea.  This  put  me  into  a 
more  violent  passion,  which  occasioned  him 
to  say  several  bitter  reflecting  things,  that 
nettled  me  to  the  quick.  He  left  me,  as 
much  dissatisfied  with  myself  as  he  could 
possibly  be  with  me;  and  in  this  peevish 
mood  I  gave  a  spring  from  the  bottom  of 
the  sea,  up  to  the  Island  of  the  Moon. 

Notwithstanding  the  violent  discontent 
that  made  me  cast  myself  upon  that  island, 
I  lived  content  in  retii'cment.  But  in  spite 
of  all  my  precautions,  a  person  of  distinc- 
tion, attended  by  his  servants,  surprised  me 
sleeping,  and  carried  me  to  his  o-\vn  house. 
He  expressed  much  love  to  me,  and  omitted 
nothing  which  he  thought  might  induce  me 
to  make  a  return  to  his  ]iassion.  When  he 
.saw  that  fair  means  would  not  prevail  upon 
me,  he  attempted  to  make  use  of  force  ;  bait 
I  soon  made  him  repent  of  his  insolence.  So 
at  last  he  resolved  to  sell  me ;  which  he  did 
to  that  very  merchant  who  brought  me 
hither  and  sold  me  to  yoi;r  majesty.  He 
was  a  very  prudent,  courteous,  humane  per- 
son ;  and  during  the  whole  of  the  long  jour- 
ney, never  gave  me  the  least  reason  to 
complain. 

"As  for  your  majesty,"  continued  the 
princess  Gnlnare,  "if  you  had  not  shown  me 
all  the  respect  you  have  hitherto  paid  (for 
which  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  your  good- 
ness,) and  given  me  siich  imdeniable  marks 
of  your  affection,  that  I  could  no  longer 
doubt  of  it ;  if  you  had  not  immediately 
sent  away  yoiu-  women,  I  hesitate  not  to  tell 
you  plainly,  that  I  should  not  have  remained 
with  you.  I  would  have  thrown  myself  into 
the  sea  out  of  tliis  very  window,  where  you 
accosted  mc  when  yon  first  came  into  this 
apartment,  and  I  would  have  gone  in  search 
of  my  mothei',  my  brother,  and  the  rest  of 
my  relations.  I  should  have  jiersisted  iu 
that  design,  and  I  would  infallibly  have  put 
it  in  execution,  if  after  a  certain  time  I  had 
found  myself  deceived  in  the  hojics  of  being 
with  child  ;  but  now,  in  the  condition  1  am 
in,  all  I  could  say  to  my  mother  or  brother, 
would  never  ctonvince  them  that  I  have  been 
a  slave  to  a  king  like  your  majesty.  They 
woidd  never  believe  it,  but  would  for  ever 
upbraid  me  with  the  crime  I  have  volim- 
tarily  committed  against  my  honour.  How- 
ever, sire,  be  it  a  j)rinco  or  princess  that  I 
shall  bring  into  the  world,  it  will  be  a  pledge 
to  engage  mc  never  to  be  parted  from  your 
majesty;  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  no 


longer  look  upon  me  as  a  slave  but  as  .1 
lU'ineess  worth  your  alliance." 

After  this  manner  the  princess  Gulnaro 
discovered  herself  to  the  king  of  Persia,  and 
finished  '  her  story.  "My  charming,  my 
adorable  princess,"  cried  he,  "what  won- 
ders have  I  heard  !  and  what  ample  matter 
for  my  curiosity  to  ask  a  thousand  ques- 
tions concerning  those  strange  and  unheard- 
of  things  which  you  have  related  to  me  ! 
But  first,  I  ought  to  thank  you  for  your 
goodness  and  jiatience  in  making  trial  of 
the  truth  and  constancy  of  my  passion.  I 
thought  it  impossible  for  me  to  love  you 
more  than  I  did ;  but  since  I  know  you  to 
be  so  great  a  princess  I  love  you  a  thousand 
times  more.  Princess  !  did  T  say  ?  Madam, 
you  are  no  longer  so,  but  you  are  my  queen 
— the  queen  of  Persia;  and  by  that  title 
yon  shall  soon  be  proclaimed  throughoiit  the 
whole  kingdom.  To-morrow  the  ceremony 
shall  be  performed  in  my  capital,  with  a 
jjomp  and  magnificence  that  was  never  yet 
beheld  ;  which  will  plainly  shew  that  you 
are  my  queen  and  my  lav.'ful  wife.  This 
should  long  ago  have  been  done,  had  you 
sooner  convinced  me  of  my  error  ;  for  from 
the  first  moment  of  my  seeing  you,  I  have 
been  of  the  same  oj)inion  as  now,  to  love 
you  always,  and  never  to  place  my  affections 
on  any  other. 

"But  that  I  may  satisfy  myself,  and  pay 
you  all  the  respect  that  is  your  due,  I  be- 
seech you,  madam,  to  inform  me  more  par- 
ticularly of  the  kingdom  and  people  of  the 
sea,  which  are  altogether  unknown  to  me. 
I  have  heard  much  talk,  indeed,  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  sea,  but  T  always  looked 
upon  it  as  nothing  but  a  tale  or  fable  ;  but, 
by  what  you  have  told  me,  I  am  convinced 
there  is  nothing  more  true ;  and  I  have  a 
very  good  proof  of  it  in  your  own  person, 
who  ai-e  one  of  them,  and  are  pleased  to  con- 
descend to  be  my  wife ;  which  is  an  honour 
no  other  inhabitant  on  the  earth  can  boast 
of  besides  myself.  There  is  one  thing  yet 
which  23uzzles  me ;  therefore  I  must  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  explain  it ;  that  is,  I  can- 
not comprehend  how  it  is  possible  for  you 
to  live  or  move  in  the  water  without  being 
drowned.  There  are  very  few  amongst  ns 
who  have  the  art  of  staying  under  water  ; 
and  they  would  surely  perish,  if,  after  a  cer- 
tam  time,  according  to  their  activity  and 
strength,  they  did  not  come  iip  again." 

"Sire,"  replied  the  queen  Gulnarc,  "I 
shall  with  pleasure  satisfy  the  king  of  Persia. 
We  can  walk  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  with 
as  much  case  as  you  can  upon  land ;  and  we 
can  breathe  in  the  water  as  you  do  in  the 
air ;  so  that  instead  of  sufl'ocating  ns,  as  it 
does  you,  it  absolutely  contributes  to  the 
preservation  of  our  lives.  What  is  yet  more 
remai-kable  is,  that  it  never  wets  our  clotlies ; 
so  that  when  we  have  a  mind  to  visit  the 
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eiutli,  wo  have  no  occasion  to  dry  tliem. 
Our  common  language  is  the  same  witli  that 
of  the  writing  engraved  upon  the  seal  of  the 
great  prophet  Solomon,  the  son  of  David. 

I  must  not  forget  to  tell  you  further,  that 
the  water  does  not  in  the  least  hinder  us  from 
seeing  in  the  sea ;  for  we  can  open  our  eyes 
■without  any  inconvenience  ;  and  as  we  have 
quick,  piercing  sight,  we  can  discern  any  ob- 
ject as  clearly  in  the  deepest  part  of  the  sea, 
as  upon  land.  We  have  also  there  a  succes- 
sion of  day  and  night ;  the  moon  affords  lis 
her  light,  and  even  the  i)lanets  and  the  stars 
ajipear  visible  to  us.  I  have  already  spoken 
of  oiu-  kingdoms  ;  but  as  the  sea  is  much 
more  spacious  than  the  earth,  so  there  are  a 
greater  number  of  them,  and  of  greater 
extent.  They  are  divided  into  provinces  ; 
and  in  each  province  there  are  several  great 
cities,  well  peopled.  In  short,  there  are  an 
intinite  number  of  nations,  diflering  in 
manners  and  customs,  as  well  as  upon  the 
earth. 

The  palaces  of  the  kings  and  princes  are 
very  sumptuous  and  magnificent.  Some  of 
them  are  of  marble  of  various  colours ;  others 
of  rock-crystal,  with  which  the  sea  abomids, 
mother-of-pearl,  coral,  and  of  other  materials 
more  valuable  ;  gold,  silver,  and  all  sorts  of 
precious  stones,  are  more  plentifid  there  than 
on  earth.  I  say  nothing  of  the  jiearls,  since 
the  largest  that  ever  was  seen  upon  earth 
woidd  not  be  valued  amongst  us  ;  and  none 
but  the  very  lowest  ranks  of  citizens  would 
wear  them. 

As  we  have  a  marvellous  and  incredible 
agility  to  transjiort  ourselves  whither  we 
please  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  we  have 
no  occasion  for  any  carriages  or  riding  horses  ; 
not  but  the  king  has  his  stables,  and  his  stud 
of  sea-horses  ;  but  they  are  seldom  made  use 
of,  except  upon  public  feasts,  or  rejoicing 
days.  Some,  after  they  have  trained  them, 
take  dehght  in  riding  them,  and  shew  their 
skill  and  dexterity  in  races  ;  others  \mt  them 
to  chariots  of  mother-of-pearl,  adorned  with 
an  infinite  number  of  shells  of  all  sorts,  of 
the  liveliest  colours.  These  chariots  are 
open ;  and  in  the  middle  there  is  a  throne 
upon  which  the  king  sits,  and  shews  himself 
to  the  public  ^aew  of  his  subjects.  The 
horses  are  trained  iip  to  draw  by  themselves  ; 
so  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  a  charioteer 
to  guide  them.  I  pass  over  a  thousand  other 
cmious  particidars  relating  to  these  marine 
countries,  which  woiild  be  very  entertaining 
to  your  majesty  ;  but  yoii  must  permit  me 
to  defer  it  to  a  future  leisure,  to  speak  of 
something  of  much  greater  consequence  ; 
which  is,  that  the  method  of  delivering,  and 
the  way  of  managing  the  women  of  the  sea 
in  their  lying-in,  is  quite  different  from 
those  of  the  women  of  the  earth  ;  and  I  am 
afraid  to  trust  myself  in  the  hands  of  the 
midwives  of  this  country :  therefore  since 


my  safe  delivery  equally  concerns  us  both, 
with  your  majesty's  permission,  I  think  it 
proper,  for  greater  security,  to  send  for  my 
mother  and  my  cousins  to  assist  at  my 
labour  ;  at  the  same  time  to  desire  the  king 
my  brother's  company,  to  whom  I  have  a 
great  desire  to  be  reconciled.  They  will  be 
very  glad  to  see  me  again,  after  T  have 
related  my  story  to  them,  and  when  they 
understand  I  am  Avife  to  the  mighty  king  of 
Persia.  I  beseech  your  majesty  to  give  me 
leave  to  send  for  them  ?  I  am  sure  they  will 
be  happy  to  pay  their  respects  to  you ;  and 
I  venture  to  say  you  will  be  extremely 
pleased  to  see  them. " 

"Madam,"  replied  the  king  of  Persia, 
"you  are  mistress  ;  do  whatever  you  please  ; 
I  will  endeavour  to  receive  them  with  all  the 
honours  they  deserve.  But  I  Avould  fain 
know  how  you  woidd  acquaint  them  with 
what  you  desire,  and  when  they  will  arrive, 
that  I  may  give  orders  to  make  preparation 
for  their  reception,  and  go  myself  in  person 
to  meet  them."  "Sire,"  replied  the  queen 
Gidnare,  "there  is  no  need  of  these  cere- 
monies ;  they  will  be  here  in  a  moment ;  and 
if  your  majesty  will  but  step  into  the  closet, 
and  look  through  the  lattice,  you  shall  see 
the  manner  of  their  arrival." 

As  soon  as  the  king  of  Persia  was  in  the 
closet,  queen  Guluare  ordered  one  of  her 
women  to  bring  her  a  fire-pan  with  a  little 
fire.  After  that  she  bid  her  retire  and  shut 
the  dooi-.  When  she  was  alone  she  took  a 
piece  of  aloes  out  of  a  box,  and  \mt  it  into 
the  fire-pan.  As  soon  as  she  saw  the  smoke 
rise,  she  repeated  some  words  unknown  to 
the  king  of  Persia,  who  observed  with  great 
attention  all  that  she  did.  She  had  no 
sooner  ended,  but  the  sea  began  to  be  dis- 
turbed. The  closet  that  the  king  was  in 
was  so  contrived,  that  looking  through  the 
lattice  on  the  same  side  with  the  windows 
that  faced  the  sea,  he  could  jilainly  perceive 
it. 

At  length  the  sea  opened  at  some  distance ; 
and  presently  there  rose  out  of  it  a  taU,  hand- 
some young  man,  with  whiskers  of  a  sea-green 
colour  ;  a  little  behind  him,  a  lady,  advanced 
in  years,  but  of  a  majestic  air,  attended  by 
five  young  ladies,  nothing  inferior  in  beauty 
to  the  queen  Gulnare. 

Qiieen  Gulnai-c  immediately  came  to  one 
of  the  windows,  and  saw  the  king  her  bro- 
ther, the  queen  her  mother  and  the  rest  of 
her  relations,  v/ho  at  the  same  time  perceived 
her  also.  The  company  came  forward,  borne, 
as  it  were,  upon  the  surface  of  the  waves. 
When  they  came  to  the  edge,  they  nimbly, 
one  after  another,  sprmig  to  the  window, 
from  whence  the  queen  Gulnare  had  retired 
to  make  room  for  them.  King  Saleh,  the 
queen  her  mother,  and  the  rest  of  her  rela- 
tions, embraced  her  tenderly,  with  tears  in 
their  eyes,  on  their  first  entrance. 
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After  queen  Gulnare  had  received  them 
with  all  imaginable  honour  and  made  them 
sit  down  upon  a 
sofa,  the  queen 
her  mother  ad- 
dressed herself  to 
her :  "  Daugh- 
ter," said  she, 
"  I  am  overjoj^ed 
to  see  you  again 
after  so  long  an 
absence ;  and  I 
am  confidant  that 
yom-  brother  and 
your  relations  are 
no  less  so.  Your 
leavmg  us  with- 
out acquainting 
anybody  with  it, 
involved  us  in  in- 
expressible con- 
cern ;  and  it  is 
impossible  to  tell 
you  how  many 
tears  we  have 
shed  upon  that 
account.  We 

know  of  no  other 
reason  that  could 
induce     you     to 

take  such  a  surprising  resolution,  but  what 
your  brother  told  us  of  the  conversation 
that  passed  between  him  and  you.  The 
advice  he  gave  you  seemed  to  him  at  that 
time  very  advantageous  for  settling  you  hand- 
somely in  the  world,  and  very  suitable  to  the 
then  posture  of  our  affairs.  If  yon  had  not 
approved  of  his  proposal,  you  ought  not  to 
have  been  so  much  alarmed ;  and,  give  me 
leave  to  tell  you,  you  took  the  thing  in  a 
quite  different  light  from  what  you  ought 
to  have  done.  But  uo  more  of  this  discourse ; 
it  serves  only  to  renew  the  occasion  of  o-ux 
sorrow  and  comjJaint,  which  we  and  you 
ought  to  bury  for  ever  in  oblivion  :  give  us 
now  an  account  of  all  that  has  happened  to 
you,  since  Ave  saw  you  last,  and  of  your  pre- 
sent situation ;  but  especially  let  us  know  if 
you  are  satisfied." 

Queen  Gulnare  immediately  threw  herself 
at  her  mothers  feet ;  and  after  rising  and 
kissing  her  hand,  "Madam,"  said  she,  "I 
own  1  have  been  guilty  of  a  very  great  fault, 
and  I  am  indebted  to  your  goodness  for  the 
pardon  which  you  are  pleased  to  grant  me. 
What  I  am  going  to  say,  in  obedience  to  your 
commands,  will  soon  convince  you,  that  it 
is  very  often  in  vain  for  lis  to  have  an  aversion 
for  certain  measures  ;  1  have  myself  experi- 
ence, that  the  only  thing  I  had  an  abhorrence 
to,  is  just  that  to  which  my  destiny  has  led 
me."  She  related  the  whole  of  what  had 
befallen  her  since  she  quitted  the  sea  in  a 
j  violent  passion  for  the  earth.  As  soon  as  she 
I    had  made  an  end,  and  had  acquainted  them 


with  her  having  been  sold  to  the  king  of 
Persia,  in  whose  palace  she  was  at  present, 
"Sister,"  said  the 
king  her  brother, 
"you  have  been 
very  much  to 
blame  to  suffer  so 
many  indignities, 
but  you  can  blame 
nobody  but  your- 
self ;  you  have  it 
in  your  power 
now  to  free  your- 
self; and  I  can- 
not but  admire 
your  patience, 
that  you  could 
endure  so  long  a 
slavery.  E.ise, 
and  return  with 
us  into  my  king 
dom,  that  I  have 
reconquered  from 
the  proud  usurper 
M'lio  had  made 
himself  master  of 
it." 

The  king  of 
Persia,  who  heard 
these  words  from 
the  closet  where  he  stood,  was  in  the  iit- 
most  alarm.  ' '  Ah  !  "  said  he  to  himself, 
' '  I  am  ruined ;  and  if  my  queen,  my  Gul- 
nare, hearkens  to  this  advice,  and  leaves  me, 
I  shall  surely  die  ;  for  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  live  without  her,  and  they  want  to  dei^rive 
me  of  her."  Queen  Gulnare  soon  put  him 
out  of  his  fears. 

"Brother,"  said  she,  smiling,  "what  I 
have  just  now  heard  gives  me  a  greater  proof 
than  ever  I  had  of  the  sincerity  of  your 
friendship  for  me  :  I  could  not  brook  your 
]>roposing  to  me  a  match  with  a  prince  of 
the  earth  ;  now  I  can  scarce  forbear  being 
angry  with  you  for  advising  me  to  break  the 
engagement  I  have  made  with  the  most 
Iiuissant  and  most  renowned  monarch  in  the 
Avorld.  I  do  not  speak  here  of  an  engagement 
between  a  slave  and  her  master  ;  it  would 
be  easy  to  return  the  ten  thousand  pieces  of 
gold  that  I  cost  him  ;  but  I  speak  now  of  a 
contract  between  a  wife  and  a  husband,  and 
a  wife  who  has  not  tlie  least  reason  to  com- 
plain. He  is  a  religious,  Avise,  and  temperate 
king,  and  has  given  me  the  most  essential 
demonstrations  of  his  love.  What  can  be  a 
greater  instance  of  the  violence  of  his  j^as- 
sion  than  sending  away  all  his  women  (of 
which  he  had  a  great  number)  immedi- 
ately upon  my  ari'ival,  and  confining  him- 
self oidy  to  me  ?  I  am  now  his  Avife, 
and  he  has  lately  declared  me  queen  of 
Persia,  to  share  Avith  him  in  his  councils; 
besides  I  am  i)rcgnant,  and  if  Heaven  jicr- 
mits  me  to  give  him  a  son,  that  avlII  be  an- 
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otlier  motive  to  engage  my  affectums  to  him 
the  more. 

"  So  that,  hrothcr,"  continued  the  queen 
Guhiare,  "instead  of  fo]K)\ving  your  advice, 
you  see  I  have  all  the  reason  in  the  -world, 
not  only  to  love  the  king  of  Persia  as  pas- 
sionately as  he  loves  me,  but  also  to  live  and 
die  with  him,  more  out  of  gratitude  than 
duty.  I  hope  then  neither  my  mother,  nor 
you,  nor  any  of  my  cousins,  -will  disapprove 
of  the  resolution  or  the  alliance  I  have  made, 
■which  will  be  an  equal  honour  to  the  kings 
of  the  sea  and  earth.  Excuse  me  for  giving 
you  the  trouble  of  coming  hither  from  the 
bottom  of  the  deep  to  communicate  it  to 
you,  aiid  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  after 
so  long  a  separation." 

"8ister,"  replied  king  Saleh,  "the  pro- 
posal I  made  you  of  going  back  with  us 
into  my  kingdom,  upon  the  recital  of  your 
adventures,  (which  I  could  not  hear  without 
concern,)  was  only  to  let  you  see  how  much 
we  all  love  you,  and  how  much  I  in  particu- 
lar honour  you,  and  that  nothing  in  the 
Avorld  is  so  dear  to  me  as  your  happiness. 
Ujjon  the  same  account,  then,  for  my  own 
part,  I  cannot  condemn  a  resolution  so 
reasonable  and  so  worthy  of  yoiirself,  after 
what  you  have  told  us  of  the  king  of  Persia, 
your  husband,  and  the  great  obligaticms  you 
have  to  him  ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
queen  our  mother  will  be  of  the  same 
opinion." 

The  queen  confirmed  what  her  son  had 
just  spoken,  and  addressing  herself  to  queen 
Gulnare,  said,  "1  am  very  glad  to  hear  you 
are  pleased ;  and  I  have  nothing  else  to  add 
to  what  your  brother  has  just  said  to  you. 
I  should  have  been  the  first  to  have  con- 
demned you,  if  you  had  not  expressed  all 
the  gratitude  you  owe  to  a  monarch  that 
loves  you  so  passionately,  and  has  done  such 
great  things  for  you." 

As  the  king  of  Persia,  ^^ho  was  still  in 
the  closet,  had  been  extremely  concerned  for 
fear  of  losing  his  beloved  queen,  so  now  he 
was  transported  Avith  joy  at  her  resolution 
never  to  forsake  him  ;  and  having  no  room 
tf)  doubt  of  her  love  after  so  open  a  declara- 
tion, he  began  to  love  her  more  than  ever, 
and  resolved  to  exjiress  his  gratitude  in  every 
possible  way. 

While  the  king  was  indulging  incredible 
pleasure,  queen  Gulnare  clapped  her  hands, 
and  presently  in  came  some  of  her  slaves 
whom  she  had  ordered  to  bring  in  a  colla- 
tion :  as  soon  as  it  was  served  up,  she  invited 
the  queen  her  mother,  the  king  her  brother, 
and  her  cousins,  to  sit  down  and  take  part 
of  it.  They  began  to  reflect,  that  withmit 
asking  leave,  they  were  got  into  the  palace 
of  a  mighty  king,  who  had  never  seen  nor 
heard  of  them,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great 
piece  of  rudeness  to  eat  at  his  table  without 
him.     This  retiection  raiacd  a  blush  in  their 


faces,  and  in  their  emotion,  their  eyes  glow- 
ing like  lire,  they  breathed  flames  at  their 
mouths  and  nostrils. 

This  unexpected  sight  put  the  king  of 
Persia,  who  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 
cause  of  it,  into  a  dreadful  consternation. 
Queen  Gulnare  suspecting  this,  and  vmder- 
standing  the  intention  of  her  relations,  rose 
from  her  seat,  and  told  them  she  would  be 
back  in  a  moment.  She  went  directly  to 
the  closet,  and  by  her  presence  recovered  thn 
king  of  Persia  from  his  surprise.  "  Sir,"  said 
she,  "  I  doubt  not  but  that  your  majesty  is 
well  pleased  with  the  acknowledgment  I 
have  lately  made  of  the  many  favours  for 
which  I  am  indebted  to  you.  I  might  have 
complied  \yith  the  wishes  of  my  relations, 
and  gone  back  with  them  into  their  do- 
minions; but  I  am  not  capable  of  such 
ingratitude,  for  which  I  should  have  been 
the  first  to  have  condemned  myself."  "Ah  ! 
my  queen,"  cried  the  king  of  Persia,  "speak 
no  more  of  your  obligations  to  me  :  you 
have  none.  I  am  vmder  so  great  to  you, 
that  I  shall  never  be  able  to  repay  or  express 
them.  I  never  thought  it  possible  you 
could  have  loved  me  so  tenderly  as  you  do, 
and  as  you  have  made  appear  to  me  in  the 
most  expressive  manner."  "Ah!  sir,"  re- 
plied the  queen  Gulnare,  "  could  I  do  less 
than  I  have  done  ?  I  fear  I  have  not  done 
enough,  considering  all  the  honours  that 
your  majesty  has  heaped  upon  me ;  and  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  remain  insensible  of 
your  love  after  so  many  convincing  proofs 
as  you  have  given  me." 

"But,  sir, "continued  queen  Gulnare,  "let 
us  dro]>  this,  and  give  me  leave  to  assure 
you  of  the  sincere  friendship  that  tne  queen 
my.  mother,  and  the  king  my  brother,  are 
jdeased  to  honour  you  with  ;  they  earnestly 
desire  to  see  you,  and  tell  you  so  themselves; 
I  intended  to  have  some  conversation  with 
them  by  ordering  a  banquet  for  them,  before 
I  introduced  them  to  your  majesty,  but 
they  are  very  impatient  to  pay  their  resjiects 
to  yoii ;  and  therefore  I  desire  your  majesty 
Avoidd  be  pleased  to  walk  in,  and  honour 
them  with  your  presence." 

"Madam,"  said  the  king  of  Persia,  "I 
should  be  very  glad  to  salute  persons  that 
have  the  honour  to  be  so  nearly  related  to 
you,  but  I  am  afraid  of  the  flames  that  they 
breathe  at  their  mouths  and  nostrils." 
"Sir,"  replied  the  queen,  laughing,  "you 
need  not  in  the  least  be  afraid  of  those 
flames,  which  are  nothing  but  a  sign  of  their 
unwillingness  to  eat  in  your  jjalace,  without 
yoiir  honouring  them  with  your  presence, 
and  eating  with  them." 

The  king  of  Persia,  encouraged  by  these 
words,  rose  iip,  and  went  into  the  chamber 
with  his  queen  Gulnare.  She  presented  him 
to  the  queen  her  mother,  to  the  king  her 
brother,   and  to  her   other   relations,   who 
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iustantly  threw  tliemselves  at  his  feet,  with 
their  faces  to  the  ground.  The  kiug  of 
Persia  ran  to  them,  and  lifting  thein  up, 
embraced  them  one  after  another.  After 
they  were  all  seated,  king  Saleh  began, 
"Sii-,"  said  he  to  the  kiug  of  Persia,  "we 
are  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express  our  joy, 
to  think  that  the  queen  my  sister,  in  her 
disgrace,  should  have  the  happiness  of  fall- 
ing under  the  protection  of  so  powerful  a 
monarch.  We  can  assure  you  she  is  not 
uuAvorthy  of  the  high  rank  you  have  been 
pleased  to  raise  her  to  ;  and  we  have  always 
had  so  much  love  and  tenderness  for  lier, 
that  we  could  never  think  of  jiarting  with 
her  to  any  of  the  puissant  jirinces  of  the 
sea,  who  have  often  demanded  her  in  mar- 
riage before  she  came  of  age.  Heaven  has 
reserved  her  for  you,  sir,  and  we  have  no 
better  way  of  returning  thanks  to  it  for  the 
favour  it  has  done  her,  than  beseeching  it 
to  grant  your  majesty  a  long  and  happy  life 
with  her,  and  to  crown  you  with  prosperity 
and  satisfaction. 

"Certainly,"  replied  the  king  of  Persia, 
"  Heaven  reserved  her  purely  for  mo,  as  you 
observe.  I  love  her  with  so  tender  and 
violent  a  passion,  that  I  am  satisfied  I  never 
loved  any  woman  till  I  saw  her.  I  cannot 
sufficiently  thank  either  the  queen  her 
mother,  or  you,  prince,  or  your  whole 
family,  for  the  generosity  with  which  you 
have  consented  to  receive  me  into  an  al- 
liance so  glorious  to  me  as  your's."  So 
saying,  he  invited  tliem  to  take  jiart  of  the 
ccilation,  and  he  and  his  queen  sat  down  at 
the  table  with  them.  iVfter  the  collation  was 
over,  the  king  of  Persia  conversed  with 
them  tiU  it  was  very  late  ;  and  when  they 
thought  it  convenient  to  retne,  he  waited 
upon  them  himself  to  the  several  apart- 
ments he  had  ordered  to  be  prepared  for 
them. 

The  king  of  Persia  treated  his  illustrious 
guests  with  continual  feasts  ;  in  which  he 
omitted  nothing  that  might  shew  his  gran- 
deur and  magnificence,  and  insensibly  pre- 
vailed with  them  to  stay  with  him  till  the 
queen  was  brought  to  bed.  When  the  time 
of  her  lying-in  drew  near,  he  gave  particular 
orders  that  nothing  shoidd  be  wanting  that 
was  necessary  upon  such  an  occasion.  At 
night  she  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  son,  to 
the  great  joy  of  the  queen  her  mother,  who 
assisted  at  the  labour  ;  and  as  soon  as  he 
was  dressed  in  swaddling-clothes,  which  were 
very  magnificent,  went  and  presented  him 
to  the  kiug. 

The  kiug  of  Persia  received  this  pi'esent 
with  a  joy  easier  to  be  imagined  than  ex- 
pressed. The  young  prince  being  of  a 
beautiful  countenance,  he  thought  no  name 
HO  jiroper  for  him  as  that  of  Beder,  which 
in  the  Arabian  language  signifies  the  Full 
Moon.      To  return  thanks  to  Heaven,   he 


was  very  liberal  in  his  alms  to  the  jioor, 
and  caused  the  prison  doors  to  be  set  open, 
and  gave  all  his  slaves  of  both  sexes  their 
liberty.  He  distributed  vast  sums  among 
the  ministers  and  holy  men  of  his  religion. 
He  also  gave  large  donations  to  his  courtiers, 
besides  a  great  deal  that  was  thrown 
amongst  the  people  ;  and  by  proclamation 
ordered  rejoicing  for  several  daj's  to  bo  kept 
through  the  whole  city. 

One  day  after  the  queen  was  up  again,  as 
the  king  of  Persia,  queen  Gulnare  herself, 
the  queen  her  mother,  kiug  Saleh  her 
brother,  and  the  princesses  their  relations, 
v.-ere  discoursing  together  in  her  majesty's 
bedchamber,  the  nurse  came  in  with  the 
young  prince  Bcdcr  in  her  arms.  King 
8aleh  no  sooner  saw  hiin,  but  he  ran  to 
embrace  him  ;  and  taking  him  in  his  ai-ms, 
fen  to  kissing  and  caressing  him  with  the 
greatest  demonstration  of  tenderness.  He 
took  several  turns  with  him  about  the  room, 
dancing  and  tossing  him  aboiit,  when  all  of 
a  sudden,  through  a  transport  of  joy,  the 
Vv^indow  being  open,  he  sprung  out,  and 
plunged  with  him  into  the  sea. 

The  king  of  Persia,  who  expected  no 
such,  sight,  set  up  a  hideous  cry,  verily 
believing  he  should  either  see  the  dear 
prince  his  son  no  more,  or  else  that  he 
should  see  hun  drowned ;  he  was  like  to 
have  died  of  grief  and  affliction.  "  Sir," 
said  queen  Gulnare,  (with  a  quiet  and  undis- 
turbed countenance,  the  better  to  comfort 
him,)  "let  your  majesty  fear  nothing;  the 
young  i)rince  is  my  sou  as  well  as  your's, 
and  I  do  not  love  hun  less  than  you  do. 
You  see  I  am  not  alarmed  ;  neither  in  truth 
ought  I  to  be  so.  He  runs  no  risk,  and  you 
will  soon  see  the  king  his  uncle  appear  with 
him  again,  and  bring  him  back  safe  and 
sound.  Although  he  be  born  of  your  blood, 
he  is  equally  of  mine,  and  will  have  the 
same  advantage  his  uncle  and  I  have,  of 
li\nng  equally  in  the  sea  and  upon  the  laud." 
The  queen  his  mother,  aud  the  prhicesses 
his  relations,  confirmed  the  same  thing  ;  yet 
aU  they  said  had  no  effect  on  the  king's 
fright,  from  which  ho  coidd  not  recover 
till  he  saw  prince  Beder  ajipear  again  before 
him. 

The  sea  at  length  became  troubled,  when 
immediately  Icing  Saleh  arose  with  the  young 
juince  in  his  arms,  and  holding  him  up  in 
the  an-,  he  re-entered  at  the  same  window 
he  went  out  at.  The  king  of  Persia  being 
overjoyed  to  sec  prince  iJeder  again,  and 
astonished  that  he  was  as  calm  as  before  he 
lost  sight  of  him,  king  Saleh  said,  "Sir,  was 
not  your  majesty  in  a  great  fright,  when 
you  first  saw  me  plimge  into  the  sea  with 
the  prince  my  nephew?"  "Alas!  prince," 
auswei'cd  the  king  of  Persia,  "I  cannot  ex- 
press my  concern.  I  thought  him  lost  from 
that  very  moment,  and  you  now  restore  L-fe 
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to  me  by  bringing  him  again."  "  I  thought 
as  much,"  replied  king  Saleh,  "though  you 
had  not  the  least  reason  to  apprehend  any 
danger ;  for,  before  I  j^lungcd  into  the  sea 
with  him,  I  pronounced  over  him  certain 
mysterious  words  which  were  engraven  on 
the  seal  of  the  great  Solomon,  the  son  of 
Uavid.  We  practise  the  like  in  relation  to 
all  those  children  that  are  born  in  the  regions 
at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  by  virtue  whereof 
they  receive  the  same  privileges  that  we 
have  over  those  people  Avho  inhabit  the 
earth.  From  what  your  majesty  has  ob- 
served, you  may  easily  see  what  advantage 
your  son  prince  Beder  has  acqiiired  by  his 
birth  on  the  ]>art  of  his  mother,  queen 
Gulnare  my  sister,  fo''  as  long  as  he  lives, 
and  as  often  as  he  pleases,  he  Avill  be  at 
liberty  to  plunge  into  the  sea,  and  traverse 
the  vast  empire  it  contains  in  its  bosom." 

Having  so  spoke,  king  Saleh,  who  had 
restored  prince  Beder  to  his  nurse's  arms, 
opened  a  box  he  had  fetched  from  his 
palace  in  the  little  time  he  had  disappeared, 
which  was  filled  M'ith  three  hundred  dia- 
monds, as  large  as  pigeon's  eggs,  a  like 
number  of  rubies  of  extraordinary  size, 
as  many  emerald  Avands,  each  half  a  foot 
long  and  with  thirty  strings  or  necklaces  of 
pearl,  consisting  each  of  ten  feet.  "Sir," 
said  he  to  the  king  of  Persia,  presenting 
him  with  this  box,  "  when  I  was  first  sum- 
moned by  the  queen  my  sister,  I  knew  not 
M'hat  i)art  of  the  earth  she  was  in,  or  that 
she  had  the  honour  to  be  married  to  so  great 
a  monarch.  This  made  us  come  empty- 
handed.  As  we  cannot  exjjress  how  much 
we  have  been  obliged  to  your  majesty,  I 
beg  j'ou  to  accejjt  this  small  token  of  grati- 
tude in  acknowledgment  of  the  many  par- 
ticular favours  you  have  been  pleased  to 
shew  her,  Avherein  we  take  equal  interest." 

It  is  impossible  to  express  how  greatly  the 
king  of  Persia  was  surprised  at  the  sight  of 
so  much  riches,  inclosed  in  so  little  compass. 
"  What !  prince,"  cried  he,  "  do  you  call  so 
inestimable  a  present  a  small  token  of  your 
gratitude,  when  you  never  have  been  in- 
deljted  to  me  ?  I  declare  once  more,  you 
have  never  been  in  the  least  obliged  to  me, 
neither  the  queen  your  mother,  nor  you.  I 
esteem  myself  but  too  happy  in  the  consent 
you  have  given  to  the  alliance  I  have  con- 
tracted with  you.  Madam,"  continued  he, 
turning  to  Gulnare,  "the  king  your  brother 
has  put  me  into  the  greatest  confusion  ;  and 
I  would  beg  of  him  to  permit  me  to  refuse 
his  present,  were  I  not  afraid  of  disobliging 
him  :  do  you  therefore  endeavour  to  obtain 
his  leave  that  I  may  bo  excused  accepting 
it." 

"Sir,"  replied  king  Saleh,  "lam  not  at 
aU  surprised  that  your  majesty  thinks  this 
present  so  extraordinary.  I  know  you  arc 
not  accustomed  upuu  earth  to  see  prcciou^ 


stones  of  this  quality  and  quantity ;  but  if 
yon  knew,  as  I  do,  the  mines  whence  these 
jewels  were  taken,  and  that  it  is  in  my 
power  to  form  a  treasure  greater  than  those 
of  all  the  kings  of  the  earth,  you  would 
wonder  we  should  have  the  boldness  to  make 
you  a  present  of  so  small  a  value.  I  beseech 
you,  therefore,  not  to  regard  it  in  that  re- 
spect, but  on  account  of  the  sincere  friend- 
ship which  obliges  us  to  off"er  it  to  you,  and 
not  give  us  the  mortification  of  refusing  it." 
These  engaging  expressions  obliged  the  king 
of  Persia  to  accept  the  present  :  for  which 
he  returned  many  thanks  both  to  king  Saleh 
and  the  queen  his  mother. 

A  few  days  after,  kiug  Saleh  gave  the 
king  of  Persia  to  understand  that  the  queen 
his  mother,  the  princesses  his  relations,  and 
himself,  could  have  no  greater  ^ileasure  than 
to  spend  their  whole  lives  at  his  court ;  but 
that,  having  been  so  long  absent  from  their 
own  kingdom,  where  their  presence  was  ab- 
solutely necessary,  they  begged  of  him  not 
to  take  it  ill  if  they  took  leave  of  him  and 
queen  Gulnare.  The  king  of  Persia  assured 
them  he  was  very  sorry  that  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  return  then-  visit  in  their  own 
domiuions  ;  but  added,  "As  I  am  verily  jjer- 
suaded  you  will  not  foi-get  queen  Gulnare, 
but  come  and  see  her  now  and  then,  I  hope 
I  shall  have  the  honour  to  see  you  again 
more  than  once." 

Many  tears  were  shed  on  both  sides  upon 
their  se^jaration.  King  Saleh  departed  first ; 
but  the  queen  his  mother,  and  the  princesses 
his  relations,  were  fain  to  force  themselves, 
in  a  manner,  from  the  embraces  of  queen 
Gulnare,  who  could  not  prevail  with  herself 
to  let  them  go.  This  royal  company  were 
no  sooner  out  of  sight,  but  the  king  of  Per- 
sia said  to  queen  Gulnare,  "Madam,  I 
should  have  looked  upon  the  person  that 
had  xii'ctended  to  pass  those  upon  me  for 
true  wonders,  of  Avhich  I  myself  have  been 
eye-witness  from  the  time  I  have  been  hon- 
oured with  your  illustrious  family  at  my 
court,  as  one  who  would  have  abused  my 
credulity.  But  I  cannot  refuse  to  believe 
my  own  eyes,  and  shall  remember  it  as  long 
as  I  live,  and  never  cease  to  bless  Heaven 
for  directing  you  to  me,  in  preference  to  any  I 
other  prince." 

Young  prince  Beder  was  brought  up  and 
educated  in  the  jialace  under  the  care  of  the 
king  and  queen  of  Persia,  who  both  saw  him 
grow  and  increase  in  beauty,  to  their  great 
satisfaction.  He  gave  them  yet  greater 
pleasure  as  he  advanced  in  years,  by  his  con- 
tinual sprightliness,  by  his  agreeable  man- 
ners, and  by  the  justness  and  vivacity  of  his 
wit  in  whatever  he  said ;  and  this  satisfaction 
was  the  more  sensible,  because  king  Saleh 
his  \iucle,  the  queen  his  gi-andmother,  and 
the  princesses  his  relations,  came  from  time 
to  time  to  partake  of  it. 
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He  was  easily  tautrlit  to  read  and  write, 
and  was  instructed  with  the  same  facility  in 
all  the  sciences  that  became  a  prince  of  his 
rank. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he 
acquitted  himself  in  all  his  exercises  with 

'  infinitely  better  address  and  grace  than  his 
masters.  He  was  withal  very  wise  and  pru- 
dent.    The  king,  who  had  almost  from  his 

:  cradle  discovered  in  him  these  virtues,  so 
necessary  for  a  monarch,  and  who  moreover 
Legaii  to  perceive  the  infirmities  of  old  age 
coming  ujion  himself  every  day,  would  not 
stay  till  death  gave  him  jiossession  of  his 
throne,  but  purposed  to  resign  it  to  him. 
He  had  no  great  diificulty  to  make  his  coun- 

I  cil  consent  to  it ;  and  tlie  people  heard  this 

^  resolution  with  so  much  the  more  joy,  as 
they  conceived  prince  Beder  worthy  to  go- 

j  vem  them.  In  a  word,  as  the  king  had  not 
for  a  long  time  appeared  in  public,  they  had 

'  all  the  opportunity  to  observe  he  had  not  that 
disdainful,   proud,    and  crabbed  air,  which 

I  most  jirinces  have,  who  look  upon  all  belosv 
them  with  scorn  and  contempt.  They  saw, 
on  the  contrarj',  that  he  treated  all  mankind 
with  that  goodness  which  invited  them  to 
approach  him  ;  that  he  heard  favourably  all 
who  had  anything  to  say  to  him  ;  that  he 
answered  everybody  with  a  goodness  that 
was  ijeculiar  to  him  ;  and  that  he  refused 
nobody  anything  that  had  the  least  appear- 
ance of  justice. 

The  day  for  the  ceremony  was  appointed, 
when,  iu  the  midst  of  the  whole  assembly, 
which  was  then  more  numerous  than  ordi- 
nary, the  king  of  Persia,  then  sitting  on  his 
throne,  came  down  from  it,  took  the  crown 
from  ofi'  his  head,  put  it  on  that  of  prince 
Beder,  and  having  seated  him  in  his  place, 
kissed  his  hand,  as  a  token  that  he  resigned 
his  authority  to  him.  After  which  he  took 
his  place  among  the  crowd  of  viziers  and 
emirs  below  the  throne. 

Hereupon  the  viziers,  emirs,  and  other 
principal  officers,  came  immediately  and 
threw  themselves  at  the  new  king's  feet, 
taking  each  the  oath  of  fideUty  according  to 
their  rank.  Then  the  grand  vizier  made  a 
eport  of  divers  important  matters,  on  which 
tlie  young  king  gave  judgment  with  that 
admirable  prudence  and  sagacity,  that  sur- 
prised all  the  council.  He  next  turned  out 
several  governors  convicted  of  mal-adminis- 

I  tration,  and  ]iut  others  in  their  room,  with 
that  wonderful  and  just  discernment,  as 
exacted  the  acclamations  of  everybody ; 
which  were  so  much  the  more  honourable, 
as  flattery  had  no  share  in  them.  He  at 
length  left  the  council,  accompanied  by  the 
late  king  his  father,  and  went  to  wait  on  his 
mother,  (pieen  Gulnare,  at  her  apartment. 
The  queen  no  sooner  .saw  him  c(jming  with 
his  crown  upon  his  head,  Ijut  she  ran  to  him, 
and  embraced  him  -syith  a  great  de;vl  of  ten- 


derness, w 
reign. 


him  a  long  and  prosperous 


The  first  year  of  his  reign  king  Beder  ac- 
quitted himself  of  all  his  royal  functions  with 
great  assiduity.  Above  all,  he  took  care  to 
inform  himself  of  the  state  of  his  affairs,  and 
all  that  might  any  way  contribute  towards 
the  hap])iness  of  his  people.  Next  year, 
having  left  the  administration  to  his  coun- 
cil, under  the  direction  of  the  old  king  his 
father,  he  went  cut  of  his  capital  city,  under 
jiretence  of  diverting  himself  with  hunting  ; 
but  his  real  intention  was  to  visit  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  his  kingdom,  that  he  might  reform 
all  abuses  there,  establish  good  order  and 
discipline  everywhere,  and  take  from  all  ill- 
minded  princes,  his  neighboixrs,  any  oppor- 
tunities of  attempting  anything  against  the 
security  and  tranquillity  of  his  subjects,  by 
shewing  himself  on  his  frontiers. 

It  required  no  less  than  a  whole  year  for 
this  young  king  to  execute  a  design  so 
worthy  of  him.  Soon  after  his  return,  the 
old  king  his  father  fell  so  dangerously  ill, 
that  he  knew  at  once  he  should  never  re- 
cover. He  waited  for  his  last  moment  with 
great  ti'an  quill  ity,  and  his  only  care  was  to 
recommend  to  the  ministers,  and  other  lords 
of  his  sou's  court,  to  persevere  in  the  fidelity 
they  had  sworn  to  him  ;  and  there  was  not 
one  but  willingly  renewed  his  oath  as  freely 
as  at  first.  He  flied,  at  length,  to  the  great 
grief  of  king  Beder  and  queen  Gidnare, 
who  caused  his  corjise  to  be  borne  to  a 
stately  mausoleum,  worthy  of  his  rank  and 
dignity. 

The  funeral  obsequies  ended,  king  Beder 
found  no  difficulty  to  comply  with  that  an- 
cient custom  in  Persia  to  mourn  for  the  dead 
a  whole  month,  and  not  to  be  seen  by  any- 
body during  all  that  time.  He  had  mourned 
the  death  of  his  father  his  whole  life,  had  he 
hearkened  to  his  excessive  affliction,  and  had 
it  been  right  for  a  gi^eat  prince  thus  to  aban- 
don himself  to  it.  During  this  interval,  the 
qxieen,  mother  to  queen  Gulnare,  and  king 
Saleh,  together  with  the  princesses  their  re- 
lations, arrived  at  the  Persian  court,  and 
took  a  great  part  of  their  affliction,  before 
they  offered  any  consolation. 

When  the  month  was  expired,  the  king 
coidd  not  refuse  admittance  to  the  grand 
\'izier  and  the  otlicr  lords  of  his  court,  who 
besought  him  to  lay  aside  his  mourning,  to 
shew  himself  to  his  subjects,  and  take  upon 
him  the  administration  of  affairs  as  before. 

He  shewed  so  great  reluctance  to  their 
request,  that  the  grand  vizier  was  forced  to 
take  upon  him  to  say  to  him,  "  Sir,  it  were 
needless  to  represent  to  your  majesty,  that 
it  belongs  only  to  women  to  persist  in  per- 
l)ctual  moiu-ning.  We  doubt  not  but  you 
arc  fully  convinced  of  that,  and  that  it  is 
not  your  iuteiitioii  to  follow  1  heir  example. 
Neithef  our  tear^i  nor  your'.i  arc  cajiable  of 
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restoring  life  to  the  good  king  your  father, 
though  we  should  lament  him  all  our  days. 
He  has  undergone  the  common  law  of  all 
men,  which  subjects  thorn  to  pay  the  indis- 
pensable tribute  of  death.  Yet  we  cannot 
say  absolutely  that  ho  is  dead,  since  we  see 
him  in  your  sacred  person.  He  did  not  him- 
self doubt,  ^Yhen  he  Avas  dying,  but  he  should 
revive  in  you  ;  and  to  your  majesty  it  be- 
longs to  shew  that  he  was  not  deceived." 

King  Beder  could  no  longer  oppose  such 
pressing  instances  :  he  laid  aside  his  mourn- 
ing habit  immediately ;  and,  after  he  had 
resumed  the  royal  habit  and  ornaments,  he 
began  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  his 
kingdom  and  subjects  with  the  same  assi- 
duity as  before  his  father's  death.  He  ac- 
quitted himself  with  universal  approbation  ; 
and  as  he  was  exact  in  maintaining  the  ordi- 
nances of  his  ])redecessor,  the  jieopl-j  did  not 
perceive  they  had  changed  their  sovereign. 

King  Saleh,  who  -was  returned  to  his  do- 
minions in  the  sea  with  the  queen  his  mo- 
ther and  the  princesses,  no  sooner  saw  that 
king  Beder  had  resumed  the  government,  but 
lie,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  came  alone  to 
visit  liim  ;  and  king  Beder  and  queen  Giil- 
nare  were  overjoyed  to  see  him.  One  even- 
ing, when  they  rose  from  table,  tliey  talked 
of  varioixs  matters. 

King  Saleh  fell  inscnsil>ly  on  the  jiraises 
of  the  king  his  nephew,  and  expressed  to  the 
queen  his  sister  how  glad  he  was  to  see  him 
govern  so  prudently,  which  had  acquired  him 
so  great  reputation,  not  only  among  his 
neighbours,  but  more  I'emote  princes.  King 
Beder,  who  could  not  bear  to  hear  himself 
so  well  S2)oken  of,  and  not  being  willing, 
through  good  manners,  to  interrupt  the 
king  his  uncle,  tui-ned  on  one  side,  and 
feigned  to  be  asleeji,  leaning  his  head  against 
a  cushion  that  was  behind  him. 

From  these  commendations,  which  re- 
garded only  the  wonderful  conduct  and  sur- 
prising genius  of  king  Beder,  king  Saleh 
came  to  speak  of  the  perfections  of  his  body, 
which  he  extolled  a3  prodigies,  having  no- 
thing equal  to  them  upon  earth,  or  in  all  the 
kingdoms  under  the  waters,  with  which  he 
was  acquainted. 

"Sister,"  said  he,  iu  an  ecstacy,  "he  is 
so  handsome,  as  you  well  know,  I  wonder 
you  have  not  thought  of  marrying  hira  ere 
this  :  if  I  mistake  not,  he  is  in  his  twentieth 
year  ;  and,  at  that  age,  no  prince  like  him 
ought  to  be  suffered  to  be  withoxit  a  wife. 
I  will  think  of  a  match  for  him  myself,  since 
you  will  not,  and  marry  him  to  some  princess 
of  our  lower  world,  that  may  be  worthy  of 
him." 

"Brother,"  replied  queen  Gulnare,  "you 
call  to  my  remembrance  a  thing,  which  I 
must  f)wn  I  have  never  thought  of  to  this 
very  mmncnt.  As  he  never  discovered  any 
incliuation  for  marriage,  I  never  thought  of 
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mentioning  it  to  him  ;  and  I  am  glad  you 
have  spoken  of  it  to  me.  I  like  your  pro- 
posing one  of  our  princesses  ;  and  T  desire 
you  to  name  one  so  beautiful  and  accom- 
plished, that  the  king  uiy  son  may  be  obliged 
to  love  her." 

"  I  know  one  that  will  suit,"  replied  king 
Saleh,  softly;  "but  before  I  tell  you  who 
slie  is,  let  us  see  if  the  king  my  nephew  be 
aslce])  or  not,  and  I  will  tell  you  afterwards 
why  it  is  necessary  Ave  should  take  that  pre- 
caution." Queen  Gulnare  turned  about  and 
looked  upon  her  son,  and  thought  she  had  no 
reason  to  doubt  but  he  was  in  a  profound 
sleej^.  Kinsi  Beder,  nevertheless,  far  from 
sleejjing,  redoubled  his  attention,  unwilling 
to  lose  anything  the  king  his  uncle  said  Avith 
so  much  secrecy.  "  There  is  no  necessity  for 
your  speaking  so  low,"  said  the  queen  to  the 
king  her  brother ;  "you  may  speak  out  with 
freedom,  Avithout  fear  of  being  heard." 

"It  is  by  no  means  proper,"  replied  king 
Saleh,  "that  the  king  my  nejihew  shoidd  as 
yet  ha\'e  any  knowledge  of  Avhat  I  am  going 
to  say.  Love,  you  knoAV,  sometimes  enters 
at  the  ear  ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  he  should 
thus  conceive  a  passion  for  this  lady  I  am 
about  to  name.  Indeed  I  see  many  difficul- 
ties to  be  surmounted,  not  on  the  lady's 
])art,  as  I  hope,  Ijut  on  that  of  her  father. 
I  need  only  mention  to  you  the  princess 
Giauhara,*  daughter  of  the  king  of  Sa- 
mandal. " 

"  How  !  brother,"  replied  queen  Gulnare, 
' '  is  not  the  princess  Giauhara  yet  married ?  I 
remember  to  have  seen  her  a  little  before  1 
left  your  palace  ;  she  was  then  about  eigh- 
teen months  old,  and  surprisingly  beautiful, 
and  must  needs  be  the  Avonder  of  the  Avorld, 
if  her  charms  hav-e  increased  equally  Avith  her 
years.  The  few  years  she  is  older  than  the 
king  my  son  ought  not  to  jorcvent  us  from 
doing  our  iitmost  to  bring  the  match  about. 
Let  me  but  knoAV  the  difficulties  that  are 
to  be  surmounted,  and  we  will  surmount 
them." 

"Sister, "  replied  king  Saleh,  "the  greatest 
difficulty  is,  that  the  king  of  Samandal  is  in- 
supportably  vain,  looking  upon  all  others  as 
his  inferiors  ;  it  is  not  likely  we  shall  easily 
get  him  to  enter  into  this  alliance.  For  my 
part,  I  will  go  to  him  in  person,  and  demand 
of  him  the  princess  his  daughter;  and,  in 
case  he  refuses  her,  we  Avill  address  ourselves 
elsewhere,  AA'here  we  shall  be  more  fa\^ourably 
heard.  For  this  reason,  as  you  may  jjcr- 
ceive,"  added  he,  "  it  is  as  Avell  for  the  king 
my  nephew  not  to  know  anything  of  our  de- 
sign, lest  he  should  fall  in  love  Avith  the 
princess  Giauhara,  till  avc  have  got  the  con- 
sent of  the  king  of  Samandal,  and  we  after- 
Avards  not  be  able  to  obtain  her  for  him." 


'Giauhara,"    iu    Arabic,    signifies    a    "precious 


3H 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


They  discoursed  a  little  longer  upon  this 
point,  and  before  they  parted,  agreed  that 
king  Saleh  shoidd  forth-ivith  return  to  liis 
own  dominions,  and  demand  the  princess 
Giaiihara  of  the  king  of  Samandal  her  father, 
for  the  king  of  Persia  his  nephew. 

This  done,  queen  Gulnare  and  king  Saleh, 
who  verily  believed  king  Beder  asleep, 
agreed  to  awake  him  before  they  retired ; 
and  he  dissembled  so  well,  that  he  seemed  to 
M-ake  from  a  profound  sleep.  He  had  heard 
every  word  they  said,  and  the  character  they 
gave  of  the  princess  Giauhara  had  inflamed 
his  heart  with  a  new  passion.  He  had  con- 
ceived such  an  idea  of  her  beanty,  that  the 
desire  of  possessing  her  made  him  pass  the 
night  very  imeasy,  without  closing  his  eyes. 

Next  day  king  Saleh  would  take  leave  of 
queen  Gulnare  and  the  king  his  nephew. 
The  young  king,  who  knew  the  king  his 
uncle  would  not  have  departed  so  soon  but 
to  go  and  promote  without  loss  of  time  his 
ha])piuess,  changed  colour  vrhen  he  heard 
him  mention  his  departure.  His  passion 
was  become  so  violent,  it  would  not  suffer 
him  to  wait  so  long  time  for  the  sight  of  his 
uiLstress  as  would  be  required  to  accomplish 
the  marriage.  He  more  than  once  resolved 
to  desire  his  uncle  to  bring  her  away  -vvith 
him  :  but  as  he  did  not  care  to  let  the  queen 
his  mother  tmderstand  he  knew  anything 
of  what  had  passed,  he  desired  him  only  to 
stay  with  him  one  day  more,  that  they  might 
hunt  together,  intending  to  take  an  oi)por- 
tiiuity  to  discover  his  mind  to  him. 

The  day  for  hunting  was  set,  and  king 
Beder  had  many  opportimities  of  being  alone 
with  his  imcle  to  declare  his  mind  to  him ; 
but  he  had  not  the  coxxrage  to  open  his  mouth 
to  acquaint  him  with  his  design. 

Tn  the  heat  of  the  chase,  when  king  Saleh 
was  separated  from  him,  and  not  one  of  his 
officers  aud  attendants  were  near  him,  he 
alighted  near  a  rividet ;  and  having  tied  his 
horse  to  a  tree,  which,  with  several  others 
growing  along  the  banks,  afforded  a  A'ery 
pleasing  shade,  he  laid  himself  down  on  the 
grass,  and  gave  free  course  to  his  tears, 
which  flowed  in  great  abimdance,  accompa- 
nied with  many  sighs.  He  remained  a  good 
while  in  this  condition,  absorbed  in  thought, 
without  speaking  a  word. 

King  Saleh,  in  the  meantime,  missing  the 
king  his  nephew,  began  to  be  much  con- 
cerned to  know  what  was  become  of  him  ; 
but  could  meet  no  one  who  could  give  any 
tidings  of  bim.  He  therefore  left  his  com- 
pany to  go  in  search  of  him,  and  at  length 
perceived  him  at  a  distance.  He  had  ob- 
served the  day  before,  and  more  plaiidj'  that 
day,  that  he  was  not  so  lively  as  he  used  to 
be ;  that  he  was  more  pensive  than  ordinary ; 
and  that,  if  he  was  asked  a  question,  he 
either  answered  not  at  all,  or  nothing  to  the 
purpose  :  but  he  never  in  the  least  suspected 


the  cause  of  aU  this  alteration.  As  soon  as 
he  saw  him  lying  in  that  disconsolate  pos- 
ture, he  immediately  guessed  he  had  not 
only  heard  what  passed  between  him  and 
queen  Gvdnare,  but  was  become  passionately 
in  love.  He  hereupon  alighted  at  some  dis- 
tance from  him,  and  having  tied  his  horse  to 
a  tree,  took  a  compass,  and  came  ujDon  him 
so  softly,  that  he  heard  him  prcnoimce  the 
following  words  : 

"Amiable  princess  of  the  kingdom  of  Sa- 
mandal," cried  he  aloud,  "I  have  no  doubt 
had  but  an  imperfect  sketch  of  your  incom- 
jiarable  beauty  ;  I  hold  you  to  be  still  more 
beautifid  in  preference  to  all  the  princesses 
iu  the  world,  and  to  excel  them  as  much  as 
the  sun  does  the  moOn  and  stars.  I  woidd 
this  moment  go  and  offer  you  my  heart,  if 
I  knew  where  to  find  j'ou  :  it  belongs  to  you, 
and  no  ju-incess  shaU  be  possessor  of  it  but 
you." 

King  Saleh  woidd  hear  no  more ;  he  ad- 
vanced immediately,  and  discovered  himself 
to  king  Beder.  ' ' From  v.-hat  I  see,  nephew," 
said  he,  "you  heard  what  the  queen  your 
mother  and  I  said  the  other  day  of  the 
princess  Giauhara.  It  was  not  our  inten- 
tion you  should  have  kno^vn  anything  ;  and 
we  thought  you  were  asleep."  "My  dear 
uncle,"  replied  king  Beder,  "  I  heard  every 
word,  and  have  sufficiently  experienced  the 
effect  you  foretold ;  which  it  was  not  in 
your  power  to  prevent.  I  detained  you  on 
purpose  to  acqxiaint  you  with  my  love  before 
your  departure  ;  but  the  shame  to  disclose 
to  you  my  weakness,  if  it  be  any  to  love  a 
princess  so  worthy  of  my  love,  sealed  uj)  my 
mouth.  I  beseech  you,  then,  by  the  friend- 
ship you  profess  for  a  prince  who  has  the 
honour  to  be  so  nca\-ly  allied  to  you,  that 
you  would  pity  me,  and  not  w-ait  to  procure 
me  the  consent  of  the  divine  Giauhara,  till 
you  have  gained  the  consent  of  the  king  of 
Samandal  that  I  may  marry  his  daughter, 
imless  you  had  rather  see  me  die  with  love 
for  her,  before  I  have  a  sight  of  her." 

These  words  of  the  king  of  Persia  greatly 
embarrassed  king  Saleh.  He  represented 
to  him  how  difficult  it  was  to  give  him  the 
satisfaction  he  desired,  and  that  he  could 
not  well  do  it  without  canying  him  along 
with  him ;  which  might  be  of  dangerous 
consequence,  since  his  presence  was  so  abso- 
lutely necessary  iu  his  kingdom.  He  con- 
jured him,  thei-efore,  to  moderate  his  passion, 
till  such  time  as  he  had  put  things  into  a 
train  to  satisfy  him,  assuring  him  he  would 
use  his  utmost  diligence,  and  would  come  to 
acquaint  him  in  a  few  days.  But  these 
reasons  were  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
king  of  Persia.  "Cruel  uncle,"  said  he,  "I 
find  you  do  not  love  me  so  much  as  you  pre- 
tended, and  tliat  you  had  rather  see  me  die 
than  grant  the  first  request  I  ever  made 
you," 
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"  1  am  ready  to  convince  yonr  majesty," 
replied  king  Saleli,  "that  I  would  do  any- 
thing to  serve  you ;  but  as  for  carrying  you 
along  with  me,  I  cannot  do  that  till  I  have 
spoken  to  the  queen  your  mother.  What 
would  she  say  of  you  and  me  ?  If  she  con- 
sents, I  am  ready  to  do  all  you  would  have 
me,  and  I  will  join  my  entreaties  to  your's." 
"You  cannot  be  ignorant,"  replied  the  king 
of  Persia,  "that  the  queen  my  mother  would 
never  willingly  part  with  me ;  and  therefore, 
this  excuse  of  yom-'s  does  but  further  con- 
vince me  of  your  unkindness.  If  you  do 
really  love  me,  as  you  would  have  me  to 
believe  you  do,  you  must  rctui'ii  to  your 
kingdom  immediately,  and  carry  me  along 
with  you." 

King  Saleh,  finding  himself  oljliged  to 
yield  to  liis  nephew's  impoi'tiinity,  drew 
from  his  linger  a  rhig,  on  which  were  en- 
graven the  same  mysterious  names  of  God 
that  Avere  iq^on  Solomon's  seal,  that  had 
wrought  so  many  wonders  by  their  virtue. 
"Here,  take  this  ring,"  said  he,  "put  it 
upon  your  finger,  and  fear  neither  the  waters 
of  the  sea,  nor  their  depth.  The  king  of 
Persia  took  the  ring,  and  when  he  had  put 
it  on  his  finger,  king  Saleh  said  to  him, 
' '  Do  as  I  do. "  At  the  same  time  they  both 
mounted  lightly  uji  into  the  air,  and  made 
towards  the  sea,  which  was  not  far  distant, 
whereiuto  they  both  plunged. 

The  sea-king  was  not  long  getting  to  his 
palace,  with  the  king  of  Persia,  whom  he 
immediately  carried  to  the  queen's  apart- 
ment, and  presented  him  to  her.  The  king 
of  Persia  kissed  the  queen  his  grandmother's 
hands,  and  she  embraced  him  with  great 
demonstrations  of  joy.  "  I  do  not  ask  you 
how  you  do,"  said  she  to  him  ;  "I  see  you 
are  very  well,  and  I  am  rejoiced  at  it ;  Ijut 
I  desire  to  know  how  my  daughter,  your 
mother,  queen  Gulnai-e,  does?"  The  king 
of  Persia  took  great  care  not  to  let  her  know 
he  came  away  without  taking  leave  of  her  ; 
ou  the  contrary,  he  told  her  the  queen  his 
mother  was  in  perfect  health,  and  had  en- 
joined him  to  pay  her  duty  to  her.  Then 
the  qiieen  presented  him  to  the  princesses  ; 
and  while  he  was  in  conversation  with  them, 
she  left  him,  and  went  with  king  Saleh  into 
a  closet,  who  told  her  how  the  king  of  Per- 
sia had  fallen  in  love  with  the  jirincess  Giau- 
hara,  upon  the  bare  relation  of  her  beauty, 
and  contrary  to  his  intention ;  that  he  had 
brought  him  along  with  him,  without  being 
able  to  hinder  it ;  and  that  he  was  going  to 
concert  measures  to  procure  the  princess  for 
Iiim  in  marriage." 

Although  king  Saleh  was,  to  do  him  jus- 
tice, perfectly  innocent  of  the  king  of  Per- 
sia's passion,  yet  the  queen  could  hardly 
forgive  his  indiscretion  in  mentioning  the 
princess  Giauhara  before  him.  "  Your  u\\- 
prudence  is  not  to  be  forgiven,"  said  she  to 


him:  "can  you  think  that  the  king  of 
Sixmandal,  whose  character  is  so  well  known, 
will  have  greater  consideration  for  you,  than 
the  many  kings  he  has  refused  his  daughter 
to,  with  such  evident  contempt  ?  Would  you 
have  him  send  you  away  with  the  same  con- 
fusion ? " 

"Madam,"  replied  king  Saleh,  "  I  have 
already  told  you  it  was  contrary  to  my  in- 
tention that  the  king  my  nephew  heard 
what  I  related  of  the  beauty  of  the  princess 
Giauhara  to  the  queen  my  sister.  The  fault 
is  committed,  and  we  must  consider  what  a 
violent  passion  he  has  for  this  princess,  and 
that  he  will  die  with  grief  and  affliction,  if 
we  do  not  speedily  obtain  her  for  him  by 
every  possible  means.  For  my  part,  I  shall 
omit  nothing  that  can  contribute  to  it,  since 
I  was,  though  innocently,  the  cause  of  the 
malady ;  I  Avill  therefore  do  all  that  I  can 
to  remedy  it.  I  hope,  madam,  you  will 
approve  of  my  resolution,  to  go  myself  and 
wait  upon  the  king  of  Samandal,  with  a  rich 
present  of  precious  stones,  and  demand  the 
princess  his  daughter  of  him  for  the  king  of 
Persia  your  grandson.  I  have  some  reason 
to  believe  he  will  not  refuse  me,  but  will  be 
pleased  at  an  alliance  -with  one  of  the  great- 
est potentates  of  the  earth." 

' '  It  were  to  have  been  wished, "  replied 
the  queen,  ' '  that  we  had  not  been  under  a 
necessity  of  making  this  demand,  since  the 
success  of  our  attempt  is  not  so  certain  as 
we  could  desire ;  but  since  my  grandson's 
peace  and  content  depend  upon  it,  I  freely 
give  my  consent  to  it.  But,  above  all,  I 
charge  you,  since  you  well  know  the 
humour  of  the  king  of  Samandal,  that  you 
take 'care  to  speak  to  him  with  due  respect, 
and  in  a  manner  that  cannot  possibly  oll'end 
him." 

The  queen  prepared  the  jiresent  herself, 
composing  it  of  diamoads,  rubies,  emeralds, 
and  strings  of  pearls  ;  all  which  she  put  into 
a  very  neat  and  very  rich  box.  Next  morn- 
ing king  Saleh  took  leave  of  her  majesty  and 
the  king  of  Persia,  and  departed  with  a 
chosen  and  small  troop  of  officers,  and  other 
attendants.  He  soon  arrived  at  the  king- 
dom and  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Samandal, 
who  delayed  not  to  give  him  audience  im- 
mediately upon  his  arrival.  He  rose  from 
his  throne  as  soon  as  he  perceived  him  ;  and 
king  Saleh,  forgetting  his  character  for  some 
moments,  knowing  whom  he  had  to  deal 
with,  prostrated  himself  at  his  feet,  wishing 
him  the  accomplishment  of  all  his  desires. 
The  king  of  Samandal  immediately  stooped 
to  take  him  up,  and  after  he  had  placed  him 
by  him  on  his  left  hand,  he  told  liim  he  was 
welcome,  and  asked  him  if  there  was  any- 
thing he  could  do  to  serve  him. 

"Sir,"  answered  king  Saleh,  "though  I 
should  have  no  other  motive  than  that  of 
paying  my  respects  to  the  most  potent,  most 
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prudent,  and  most  valiant  prince  in  the 
■world,  feeble  would  be  my  expressions  liow 
much  I  Lonour  your  majest3\  Could  you 
penetrate  into  my  inmost  soid,  you  would 
be  convinced  of  the  great  veneration  I  have 
for  you,  and  the  ardent  desire  to  testify  my 
attachment.''  Having  spoke  these  words, 
he  took  the  box  of  jewels  from  one  of  his 
servants,  and  having  opened  it,  presented  it 
to  the  king,  imploring  him  to  accept  of  it 
for  his  sake. 

"Prince,"  replied  the  king  of  Samandal, 
"you  would  not  make  me  such  a  present 
without  you  had  a  recp.iest  proportionable  to 
it  to  propose.  If  there  be  anything  in  my 
jjower,  you  may  freely  command  it,  and  I 
shall  feel  the  greatest  jileasure  in  granting 
it.  Speak,  and  tell  me  frankly  wherein 
I  can  serve  you." 

"I  must  own  ingenuously,"  replied  king 
Saleh,  "T  have  a  boon  to  ask  of  your 
majesty  ;  and  I  shall  take  care  to  ask 
nothing  but  what  is  in  your  power  to  grant. 
The  thing  depends  so  absolutely  on  your- 
self, that  it  woxdd  be  to  no  purjiose  to  ask 
it  of  any  other.  I  ask  it  then  with  all 
possible  earnestness,  and  I  beg  of  you  not  to 
refuse  it  me."  "If  it  be  so,"  replied  the 
king  of  Samandal,  "  you  have  nothing  to  do 
but  acquaint  me  what  it  is,  and  you  shall 
see  after  what  manner  I  can  oljlige  when  it 
is  in  my  ])ower." 

"Sir,"  said  king  Saleh,  "  after  the  con- 
fidence your  majesty  has  been  jdeased  to 
encourage  me  to  put  in  your  good-will,  I 
will  not  dissemble  any  longer,  that  I  came  to 
beg  of  you  to  honour  our  house  with  your 
alliance  l>y  the  marriage  of  your  honourable 
daughter  the  princess  Giauhara,  and  to 
strengthen  the  good  iinderstauding  that  has 
so  long  subsisted  between  our  two  crowns." 

At  these  words  the  king  of  Samandal  burst 
out  a  laughing,  falling  back  in  his  throne 
against  a  cushion  that  su])poi"ted  him,  and 
with  an  imperious  and  scornful  air,  said  to 
king  Saleh,  "King  Saleh,  I  have  always 
hitherto  thought  you  a  prince  of  great  sense, 
wisdom,  and  prudence ;  but  what  you  say 
convinces  me  how  much  I  was  mistaken. 
Tell  me,  I  beseecli  you,  where  was  your  wit 
or  discretion,  when  you  formed  to  yourself 
so  great  a  chimera  as  you  have  but  now  pro- 
posed to  me  ?  Could  you  conceive  a  thought 
only  of  aspiring  in  marriage  to  a  princess, 
the  daughter  of  so  great  and  powerful  a  king 
as  I  am?  You  ought  to  have  considered 
better  beforehand  the  great  distance  between 
us,  and  not  run  the  risk  of  losing  in  a 
moment  the  esteem  I  always  had  for  your 
person. " 

King  Saleh  was  extremely  nettled  at  this 
affronting  answer,  and  had  much  ado  to 
restrain  his  resentment ;  however,  he  re- 
plied witli  all  possible  moderation,  "God  re- 
ward your  majesty  as  you  deserve  I     I  have 


tlie  honour  to  inform  you,  I  do  not  demand 
the  princess  your  daughter  in  marriage  for 
myself  ;  had  I  done  so,  your  majesty  and  the 
princess  ought  to  have  been  so  far  from  being 
offended  that  you  should  have  thought  it  an 
honour  done  to  both.  Your  majesty  well 
knows  I  am  one  of  the  kings  of  the  sea  as 
well  as  yourself  ;  that  the  kings  my  ancestors 
yield  not  in  antiquity  to  any  other  royal 
families ;  and  that  the  kingdom  I  inherit 
from  them  is  no  less  potent  and  flourishing  j 
than  it  has  ever  been.  If  your  majesty  had 
not  interrupted  me,  you  had  soon  understood 
that  the  favour  I  ask  of  you  was  not  for  my- 
self, but  for  the  young  king  of  Persia  my 
nejihew,  whose  power  and  grandeur,  no  less 
than  his  personal  good  qualities,  cannot  be 
vmknown  to  you.  Everybody  acknowledges 
the  princess  Giauhara  to  be  the  most  beauti- 
ful person  under  heaven  :  but  it  is  no  less 
true,  that  the  young  kmg  of  Persia,  my  ne- 
phew, is  the  best  made  and  most  accomplished 
jjrince  on  the  land.  Thus  the  favour  that  is 
asked  being  likely  to  redound  both  to  the 
honour  of  your  majesty  and  the  princess  your 
daughter,  you  ought  not  to  doubt  that  your 
consent  to  an  alliance  so  equal  will  be  unani- 
mously approved  in  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
sea.  The  princess  is  worthy  of  the  king  of 
I'ersia,  and  the  king  of  Persia  is  no  less  Avorthy 
of  hei-.  Ko  king  or  prince  in  the  world  can 
dispute  her  with  him." 

The  king  of  Samandal  had  not  let  king 
Saleh  go  on  so  long  after  this  rate,  had  not 
the  rage  he  put  him  in  deprived  him  of  all 
power  of  speech.  He  was  some  time  longer 
1)efore  he  could  find  his  tongue,  so  much  was 
he  transported  with  passion.  At  length, 
however,  he  broke  out  into  outrageous  and 
injurious  expressions,  irnworthy  of  a  great 
king.  "  Dog  !  "  cried  he,  "  dare  you  talk  to 
me  after  this  mamier,  and  so  much  as  men- 
tion my  daughter's  name  in  myjn-esence?  Can 
you  think  the  son  of  your  sister  Gulnare 
worthy  to  come  in  comj)etition  with  my 
daughter?  Who  are  you?  Who  was  your 
father?  AVho  is  your  sister  ?  And  who  your 
nephew  ?  AVas  not  his  father  a  dog,  and  a  son 
of  a  dog,  like  you?  Guards,  seize  the  insolent 
.wretch,  and  cut  off  his  head." 

The  few  officers  that  v.-ere  about  the  king 
of  Samandal  were  immediately  going  to  obey 
his  orders,  when  king  Saleh,  who  was  in  the 
flower  of  his  age,  nimble  and  vigorous,  got 
from  them,  before  they  could  draw  their 
sabres ;  and,  having  reached  the  jialace-gate, 
he  there  found  a  thousand  men  of  his  rela- 
tions and  friends,  well  armed  and  equipped, 
who  Avere  just  arrived.  The  (|ueen  his  mo- 
ther having  considered  the  smaU  number  of 
attendants  he  took  with  him,  and  moreover 
foreseeing  the  bad  reception  he  would  jiro- 
bably  have  from  the  king  of  Samandal,  had 
sent  these  troops  to  jirotect  and  defend  him 
in  case  of  danger,  ordering  them  to  make 
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liaste.  Tliose  of  his  relations  w  ho  were  at  the 
head  of  this  troop  had  reason  to  rejoice  at 
tlieir  seasonable  arrival,  when  they  beheld 
him  and  his  attendants  come  running  in  great 
disorder,  and  pursued.  "8ire,"  cried  his 
friends,  the  moment  lie  joined  them,  "what 
is  the  matter  ?  We  are  ready  to  revenge  yon  j 
you  need  only  conimand  us." 

King  Saleh  related  his  case  to  them  in  as 
few  words  as  he  could,  and  putting  himself 
at  the  head  of  a  large  troop,  he,  while  some 
seized  on  the  gates,  re-entered  the  palace  as 
before.  The  few  oliicers  and  guards  who  had 
j)nrsued  him,  being  soon  dispersed,  he  re-en- 
tered the  king  of  Samandal's  ajjartment,  who, 
being  abandoned  by  his  attemhints,  was  soon 
seized.  King  Saleh  left  .sufficient  guards  to 
secure  his  person,  and  then  went  from  apart- 
ment to  apartment,  to  search  after  the  prin- 
cess Giauhara.  But  that  princess,  on  the  lirst 
alarm,  had,  together  with  her  women,  sprung 
up  to  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  escaped  to 
the  desert  island. 

While  this  passed  in  the  palace  of  the  king 
of  Samandal,  those  of  king  Saleh's  attendants 
who  had  fled  at  the  first  menaces  of  that 
king  put  the  queen  mother  into  terrible  con- 
sternation, \x^o\\  relating  the  danger  her  son 
was  in.  King  Beder,  who  was  by  at  that 
time,  was  the  more  concerned,  in  that  he 
looked  upon  himself  as  the  principal  author 
of  all  the  mischief  that  might  ensue  :  there- 
fore, not  caring  to  abide  the  queen's  presence 
any  longer,  he,  while  she  was  giving  the 
orders  necessary  to  tli^+j  conjunctuie,  dutcd 
up  from  the  bot 
tom  of  the  sea , 
and,  not  knowing 
how  to  find  his 
way  to  the  king- 
dom of  Persia,  he 
happened  to  light 
on  the  same  island 
where  the  princess 
Giauhara  had 
saved  herself. 

The  prince,  not 
a  little  disturbed 
in  mind,  went  and 
seated  himself  un- 
der the  shade  of 
a  large  tree  sur- 
rounded with  div 
ers  others.  Whilst 
he  was  endeavour 
ing  to  recover  him- 
self, he  heard 
somebody  talking, 
but  was  too  far  olf 
to  understand 
what  was  said 
Ho  arose  and  ad- 
vanced softly  to- 
wards the  place  whence  the  soimd  came, 
where,    among  the  branches,  ho  perceived 


a  beauty  that  dazzled  him.  "Doubtless," 
said  he,  within  himself,  stopping  and  con- 
sidering her  with  great  attention,  "  thia 
must  bo  the  princess  Giauhara,  whom  fear 
has  obliged  to  abandon  her  father's  palace  ; 
or,  if  it  be  not,  .she  no  less  deserves  my 
hearty  love."  This  said,  he  came  forward, 
and  discovering  himself,  approached  the  jjrin- 
cess  with  profound  reverence.  "Madam," 
said  he,  "T  can  never  sufliciently  thank 
Heaven  for  the  favour  it  has  done  me  in  pre- 
senting to  my  eyes  this  day  so  much  beauty. 
A  greater  happiness  could  not  have  befallen 
me  than  this  opjjortunity  to  offer  you  my 
most  humble  services.  I  beseech  you,  there- 
fore, madam,  to  accept  them,  it  being  impos- 
sible that  a  lady  in  this  solitude  should  not 
want  assistance." 

"  True,  my  lord,"  replied  Giauhara,  very 
sorrowfully  ;  "  it  is  not  a  little  extraordinary 
for  a  lady  of  my  quality  to  be  in  this  situa- 
tion. I  am  a  princess,  daughter  of  the  king 
of  hSamandal,  and  my  name  is  Giaidiara.  I 
was  at  ease  in  my  father's  palace,  and  my 
apartment,  when  all  of  a  sudden  I  heard  a 
dreadful  noise  :  news  was  immediately 
brought  me,  that  king  Saleh,  I  know  not  for 
what  reason,  had  forced  the  palace,  seized 
the  king  my  father,  and  murdered  all  the 
guards  that  made  any  resistance.  I  had  only 
time  to  save  myself,  and  escajie  hither  from 
his  violence." 

At  these  words  of  the  princess,  king  Beder 
liegan  to  be  concerned  that  he  had  quitted 
hib  giandmothci  so  histdy,  without  staying 
to  hear  from  her 
an  explanation  of 
the  news  that  had 
been  brought  her. 
But  he  was,  on 
the  other  hand, 
overjoyed  to  find 
that  the  king  his 
uncle  had  rendered 
himself  master  of 
the  king  of  Sam- 
andal's  person,  not 
doubting  but  he 
would  consent  to 
give  up  the  prin- 
cess for  his  liberty. 
"Adorable  prin- 
cess," continued 
he,  "yourconcern 
IS  most  just,  but 
it  is  easy  to  put 
in  end  both  to 
that  and  your 
father's  captivity. 
You  will  agree 
with  me,  when  I 
shall  tell  you  that 
I  am  Beder,  king 
of  Persia,  and  king  Saleh  is  my  imcle  :  I  as- 
rnire  you,  madam,  he  has  no  design  to  seize 
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upon  the  kiiiy  your  fatlier's  dominions  ;  his 
only  intent  is  to  obtain  of  him,  that  I  may 
have  the  bonoiu-  and  happiness  of  bemg  his 
son-in-law.  I  had  already  given  my  heart  to 
yoix,  upon  the  bare  relation  of  your  beauty 
and  charms  :  and  now,  far  from  repenting  of 
what  I  have  done,  I  beg  of  you  to  accept  it, 
and  to  be  assured  that  I  will  love  you  as  long 
as  I  live.  I  dare  flatter  myself  you  will  not 
refuse  this  favour,  but  be  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge that  a  king,  that  quitted  his  dominions 
purely  on  your  account,  deserves  some  ac- 
knowledgment. Permit  me,  then,  beauteous 
princess,  to  have  the  honour  to  go  and  pre- 
sent you  to  the  king  my  uncle ;  and  the  king 
your  father  shall  no  sooner  have  consented  to 
our  marriage,  but  king  Saleh  will  leave  him 
sovereign  of  his  dominions  as  before." 

This  declaration  of  king  Beder  did  not  pro- 
duce the  effect  he  expected.  It  is  true,  the 
princess  no  sooner  saw  him,  than  his  person 
and  air,  and  the  good  grace  wherewith  he 
accosted  her,  led  her  to  look  on  him  as  one 
who  woidd  not  have  been  disagreeable  to 
her ;  but  when  .she  heard  from  his  own 
mouth  that  he  had  been  the  occasion  of  the 
ill  treatment  her  father  had  sixffered,  of  the 
grief  and  fright  she  had  endured,  and  espe- 
cially the  necessity  she  was  reduced  to  of 
flying  her  country,  she  looked  upon  him  as 
an  enemy  with  whom  she  ought  to  have  no 
manner  of  converse.  Whatever  inclination 
she  might  have  to  consent  to  this  marriage, 
which  he  desired,  she  determined  never  to 
yield  to  it,  in  consideration  that  one  of  the 
reasons  that  her  father  might  have  bad 
against  this  match  mi!.'ht  be,  that  king  Beder 
was  son  of  a  king  of  the  earth  ;  and  therefore 
she  resolved  to  submit  entii-ely  to  his  will  in 
that  particular. 

She  would  not,  however,  let  king  Beder 
know  her  resentment,  and  only  sought  an 
occasion  to  deliver  herself  dexterously  out 
of  his  hands  ;  and  seeming  in  the  meantime 
to  have  a  great  kindness  for  him.  "Ai-e 
you  then,  sir,"  said  she,  with  all  possible 
civility,  "son  of  the  queen  Gulnare,  so  famous 
for  her  wit  and  beauty  ?  I  am  glad  of  it, 
and  rejoice  that  you  are  the  son  of  so  worthy 
a  mother.  The  king  my  father  was  much 
in  the  wrong  so  strongly  to  oppose  our 
union  :  he  could  not  have  seen  you,  but  he 
must  consent  to  have  made  iis  both  hapi)y." 
Saying  so,  she  reached  forth  her  hand  to 
him  as  a  token  of  friendship. 

King  Beder,  believing  himseK  arrived  at 
the  very  pinnacle  of  happiness,  held  forth 
his  hand,  and  taking  that  of  the  princess, 
stoojied  down  to  kiss  it,  when  she,  pushuig 
him  back,  and  spitting  in  his  face  for  want 
of  water  to  throw  at  him,  said,  "  ^y retch, 
quit  that  form  of  a  man,  and  take  that  of  a 
white  bird,  with  a  red  bill  and  feet."  Upon 
her  pronouncing  these  words,  king  Beder 
was  immediately  changed  into  a  bird  of  that 


sort,  to  his  great  sui-prisc  and  mortification, 
"  Take  him,"  said  she  to  one  of  her  wo- 
men, "and  carry  him  to  the  Dry  Island." 
This  island  was  only  one  frightful  rock, 
where  there  was  not  a  drop  'of  water  to  be 
had. 

The  waiting  woman  took  the  bird,  and 
in  executing  her  princess's  orders,  had  com- 
passion on  king  Beder's  destiny.  "It  woidd 
be  great  pity,"  said  she  to  herself,  "to  let 
a  prince,  so  worthy  to  live,  die  of  hunger 
and  thirst.  The  princess,  so  good  and 
gentle,  will,  it  may  be,  repent  of  this  cruel 
order  when  she  comes  to  herself  :  it  were 
better  that  I  carried  him  to  a  jjlace  where 
he  may  die  a  natural  death."  She  according- 
ly carried  him  to  a  well-frequented  island, 
and  left  him  in  a  charming  plain,  planted 
with  all  sorts  of  fruit  trees,  and  watered  by 
divers  rivulets. 

Let  us  return  to  king  Saleh.  After  he 
had  sought  a  good  while  for  the  princess 
Giauhara,  and  ordered  others  to  seek  for 
her,  to  no  purpose,  he  caused  the  king  of 
Samandal  to  be  shut  up  in  his  own  palace, 
under  a  strong  guard;  and  having  given 
the  necessary  orders  for  governing  the  king- 
dom in  his  absence,  he  returned  to  give  the 
queen  his  mother  an  account  of  what  he 
had  done.  The  first  thing  he  asked  upon 
his  arrival  was,  "Where  the  king  his 
nephew  was  ?  "  and  he  learned  with  great  sur- 
prise and  vexation  that  he  had  disajipeared. 
"  News  being  broiight  me,"  said  the  queen, 
"of  the  danger  you  was  in  at  the  palace  of 
the  king  of  Samandal,  whilst  I  was  giving 
orders  to  send  you  other  troops  to  avenge 
yoii,  he  disappeared.  He  must  have  been 
frightened  at  hearing  of  your  being  in  so 
great  danger,  and  did  not  think  himself  in 
sufficient  security  with  us." 

This  news  exceedingly  afflicted  king 
Saleh,  who  now  repented  of  his  being  so 
easily  wrought  upon  by  king  Beder  as  to 
carry  him  away  with  him  without  his 
mother's  consent.  He  sent  everywhere 
after  him,  but  whatever  diligence  was  iised, 
he  could  hear  no  tidings  of  him ;  and  instead 
of  the  joy  he  conceived  at  having  carried  on 
so  far  the  maniage,  which  he  looked  upon 
as  his  own  work,  his  grief  for  this  accident 
was  more  mortifying.  "UTiilst  he  was  under 
this  suspense  about  his  nephew,  he  left  his 
kingdom  under  the  administration  of  his 
mother,  and  went  to  govei-n  that  of  the 
king  of  Samandal,  whom  he  continued  to 
keep  with  great  vigilance,  though  with  all 
due  i-espect  to  his  chai'acter. 

The  same  day  that  king  Saleh  returned  to 
the  kingdom  of  Samandal,  queen  Gulnare, 
mother  to  king  Beder,  arrived  at  the  court 
of  the  queen  her  mother.  The  princess 
was  not  at  aU  surprised  to  find  her  son  did 
not  return  the  same  day  he  set  out ;  it  being 
not  uncommon  for  him  to  go  farther  than 
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he  proposctl  in  the  heat  of  tlio  chase  ;  but 
■vvhoii  she  saw  he  neither  returned  the  next 
day,  nor  the  day  after,  she  began  to  be 
ahirined,  as  may  easily  be  imagined  from  her 
all'ection  for  "him.  This  alarm  was  aug- 
mented, when  the  officers,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  king,  and  were  obliged  to  return 
after  they  had  for  a  long  time  songht  in 
vain  both  for  him  and  his  uncle,  came  and 
told  her  majesty  they  must  of  necessity  have 
come  to  some  harm,  or  must  be  together  in 
some  place  which  they  could  not  guess, 
since,  whatever  diligence  they  had  used, 
they  coidd  hear  no  tidings  of  them.  Their 
horses  indeed  they  had  found,  but  as  for 
their  persons,  they  knew  not  where  to  look 
for  them.  The  queen,  hearing  this,  had 
resolved  to  dissemble  and  conceal  her  afilic- 
tion,  bidding  the  ofhcors  to  search  once 
more  with  their  utmost  diligence  ;  but  in 
the  meantime,  saying  nothing  to  anybody, 
she  plunged  into  the  sea,  to  satisfy  herself 
as  to  the  suspicion  she  had  that  king  vSaleh 
must  have  carried  away  his  nephew  along 
with  him. 

This  great  queen  would  have  been  more 
affectionately  received  by  the  queen  her 
mother,  had  she  not,  upon  first  sight  of 
her,  guessed  the  occasion  of  her  coming. 
"  Daughter,"  said  she,  "I  i:)lainly  perceive 
you  are  not  come  hither  to  visit  me  ;  you 
come  to  inquire  after  the  king  your  son  ; 
and  the  only  news  I  can  tell  you  will  aug- 
ment both  your  grief  and  mine.  I  no  sooner 
saw  him  arrive  in  our  territories,  but  I  re- 
joiced ;  yet,  when  I  came  to  understand  he 
had  come  away  without  your  knowledge,  I 
began  to  participate  with  you  in  the  concern 
you  must  needs  suffer."  Then  she  related 
to  her  with  what  zeal  king  Saleh  went  to  de- 
mand the  princess  Giauhara  in  marriage  for 
king  Beder,  and  what  happened  upon  it, 
till  her  son  disappeared.  ' '  I  have  sent  dili- 
gently after  him,"  added  she,  ' '  and  the  king 
my  son,  who  is  but  just  gone  to  govern  the 
kingdom  of  Samandal,  has  done  all  that  lay 
in  his  power.  All  our  endeavours  have 
hitherto  proved  unsuccessftil,  but  Ave  must 
hope  nevertheless  to  see  him  again,  pcrhax^s 
when  we  least  expect  it." 

Queen  Gulnare  was  not  satisfied  with  this 
hope  :  she  looked  upon  the  king  her  dear  son 
as  lost,  and  she  lamented  him  bitterly,  lay- 
ing all  the  blame  iipon  the  king  his  uncle. 
The  queen  her  mother  made  lier  consider 
the  necessity  of  her  uot  yielding  too  much 
to  her  grief.  "The  king  your  brother," 
said  she,  "ought  not,  it  is  true,  to  have 
talked  to  you  so  inconsiderately  about  that 
marriage,  nor  ever  have  consented  to  carry 
away  the  king  my  grandson,  without  ac- 
quainting you  before  ;  yet,  since  it  is  not 
certain  that  the  king  of  Persia  is  absolutely 
lost,  you  ought  to  neglect  nothmg  to  pre- 
serve his  kingdom  for  him  :  lose,  then,  no 


more  time,  but  return  to  your  capital ;  your 
presence  there  will  bo  necessary,  and  it  wiU 
not  be  hard  fcu-  you  to  preserve  the  public 
peace,  by  causing  it  to  be  published  that  the 
king  of  Persia  was  gone  to  visit  his  grand- 
mother." 

This  was  sufficient  to  oblige  queen  Gul- 
nare to  yield  to  it.  She  took  leave  of  the 
queen  her  mother,  and  was  got  back  to  the 
palace  of  the  capital  of  Pei'sia  before  she 
had  been  missed.  She  despatched  imme- 
diately persons  to  recall  the  officers  she  had 
sent  after  the  king,  and  to  tell  them  she 
knew  where  his  majesty  was,  and  that  they 
should  soon  see  him  again.  She  also  caused 
the  same  report  to  be  spread  throughout 
the  city,  and  governed,  in  concert  with 
the  prime  minister  and  council,  with  the 
same  tranquillity  as  if  the  king  had  been 
present. 

To  return  to  king  Beder,  whom  the 
princess  Giauhara's  waiting-woman  had 
carried  and  left  in  the  island  before  men- 
tioned ;  that  monarch  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised when  he  found  himself  alone,  and 
under  the  form  of  a  bird.  He  esteemed 
himself  yet  more  unhappy,  in  that  he  knew 
not  where  he  was,  nor  in  what  part  of  the 
world  the  kingdom  of  Persia  lay.  But  if  he 
had  known,  and  sufficiently  knew  the  force 
of  his  wings,  to  hazard  the  traversing  so  ex- 
tensive watery  regions,  and  had  reached  it, 
what  could  he  have  gained,  but  the  mortifi- 
cation to  continue  still  in  the  same  ill  plight, 
not  to  be  accounted  so  much  as  a  man,  in 
lieu  of  being  acknowledged  for  king  of  Per- 
sia. He  was  forced  to  remain  where  he 
was,  and  live  upon  such  food  as  birds  of  his 
kind  were  wont  to  have,  and  to  pass  the 
night  on  a  tree. 

A  few  days  after,  a  peasant  that  was 
skilled  in  taking  birds  with  nets  chanced  to 
come  to  the  place  where  he  was  ;  when  per- 
ceiving so  fine  a  bird,  the  like  of  which  he 
had  never  seen,  though  he  had  followed  that 
sport  for  a  long  while,  he  began  greatly  to 
rejoice.  He  employed  all  his  art  to  become 
master  of  him  ;  and  at  length  succeeded  and 
took  him.  Overjoyed  at  so  great  a  prize, 
which  he  looked  upon  to  be  of  more  worth 
than  all  the  other  birds  he  commonly  took, 
by  reason  of  its  being  so  great  a  rarity,  he 
shut  it  up  in  a  cage,  and  carried  it  to  the 
city.  As  soon  as  he  was  come  into  the  mar- 
ket, a  citizen  stopt  him,  and  asked  him  how 
much  he  would  have  for  that  bird. 

Instead  of  answering,  the  peasant  de- 
manded of  the  citizen,  what  he  would  do 
with  him  in  case  he  shoidd  b  uy  him  ?  ' '  What 
wouldst  thou  have  me  to  do  with  him,"  an- 
swered the  citizen, "but  roast  and  eat  him?" 
"  If  that  be  the  case,"  replied  the  peasant,  "I 
suppose  you  would  think  me  very  well  paid, 
if  you  should  give  me  the  smallest  piece  of 
silver  for  him.     I  set  a  much  higher  value 
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upon  him,  and  you  should  not  have  liim  for 
a  piece  of  gold.  Although  I  am  advanced 
in  yeai-s,  I  never  saw  such  a  hird  in  my  life. 
I  intend  to  make  a  iwesent  of  him  to  the 
king;  he  will  know  the  value  of  him  better 
than  you." 

Without  staying  any  longer  in  the  market, 
the  peasant  went  directly  to  the  palace,  and 
placed  himself  exactly  before  the  king's 
apartment.  His  majesty  being  at  a  window 
where  he  could  see  all  that  jiasscd  in  the 
covirt,  no  sooner  cast  his  eyes  on  this  beau- 
tiful bird,  than  he  sent  an  officer  of  his 
eunuchs  to  buy  it  for  him.  The  officer 
going  to  the  peasant,  demanded  of  him  how 
much  he  would  have  for  that  bird  ?  "  If  it 
is  for  his  majesty,"  answered  the  peasant,  "  I 
humbly  beg  of  him  to  accept  it  of  me  as  a 
jiresent,  and  I  desire  you  to  carry  it  to  him." 
The  officer  took  the  bird  to  the  king,  who 
found  it  so  great  a  rarity,  that  he  ordered 
the  same  officer  to  take  ten  pieces  of  gold, 
and  carry  them  to  the  peasant,  who  departed 
very  well  satisfied.  The  king  ordered  the 
bird  to  be  put  into  a  magnificent  cage,  and 
gave  it  corn  and  water  in  rich  vessels. 

His  majesty  being  then  ready  to  mount 
on  horseback  to  go  a-hunting,  had  not  time 
to  consider  the  bird,  therefore  had  it  brought 
to  him  as  soon  as  he  came  back.  The  officer 
brought  the  cage,  and  the  king,  that  he 
might  the  better  view  the  bird,  took  it  out 
himself,  and  perched  it  upon  his  hand. 
Looking  earnestly  upon  it,  he  demanded  of 
the  officer,  if  he  had  seen  it  eat,  "  Sir,"  re- 
plied the  officer,  "your  majesty  may  observe 
the  vessel  with  his  food  is  still  full,  and  I 
liave  not  observed  that  he  has  toiTched  any 
of  it.  Then  the  king  ordered  him  meat  of 
divers  sorts,  that  he  might  take  what  he 
liked  best. 

The  table  being  spread,  and  dinner  served 
np  just  as  the  king  had  given  these  ordcr.s, 
as  soon  as  the  plates  were  ijlaced,  the  bird, 
clapping  his 
wings,  leajjcd  off 
the  kmg's  hand, 
flew  upon  the 
table,  where  he 
began  to  peck 
the  bread  and 
A-ictuals,  sonu^- 
tinies  on  one 
])late,  aiid  some- 
times on  another. 
The  king  was 
so  .surprised,  that 
he  immediately 
sent  the  officer 
of  the  eunuchs 
to  desire  the 
queen  to  come 
and  see  this  won- 
der. The  officer  related  it  to  her  majesty, 
and  she  came  forthwith  :  but  she  no  soone) 


saw  the  bird,  than  she  covered  her  face  with 
her  veil,  and  would  have  retired.  The  king, 
surprised  at  her  proceeding,  as  there  Avei'e 
none  ]>resent  in  the  chamber  but  tlie  eu- 
nuchs and  the  women  that  foUoM'ed  her, 
asked  the  reason  of  it. 

"Sir,"  answered  the  queen,  "your  majes- 
ty will  no  longer  be  STirprised,  when  you 
understand  this  bird  is  not,  as  you  take  it, 
a  bird,  but  a  man."  "Madam,"  said  the 
king,  more  astonished  than  before,  "you 
mean  to  banter  me ;  but  you  shall  never  j)er 
suade  me  that  a  bird  can  be  a  man."  "Sir," 
rejilied  the  queen,  "far  be  it  from  me  to 
banter  your  majesty ;  nothing  is  more  cer- 
tain than  what  I  have  had  the  honour  to  tell 
you.  I  can  assure  your  majesty,  it  is  the 
king  of  Persia,  named  Beder,  son  of  the 
celebrated  Gulnare,  princess  of  one  of  the 
largest  kingdoms  of  the  sea,  nephew  of  Saleh, 
king  of  that  kingdom,  and  grandson  of  queen 
l^'arasche,  mother  of  Gidnare  and  Saleh  ;  and 
it  was  the  princess  Giauhara,  daughter  of  the 
king  of  Samandal,  who  thus  metamorphosed 
him  into  a  bird."  That  the  king  miglit  no 
longer  doubt  of  what  she  affirmed,  she  told 
him  the  whole  story,  how  and  for  Avhat  rea- 
son the  princess  Giauhara  had  thus  revenged 
herself  for  the  ill  treatment  whicli  king  Saleh 
Lad  used  towards  the  king  of  Samandal  her 
father. 

The  king  had  the  less  difficulty  to  believe 
this  assertion  of  the  queen,  in  that  he  knew 
her  to  be  a  skilfid  magician,  one  of  the  great- 
est in  the  world.     And  as  she  knew  every- 
thing which  passed  in  it,  he  was  always  by 
her  means  timely  informed  of  the  designs  of 
the  kings  his  neighbours  against  him,  and 
prevented  them.     His  majesty  had  compas- 
sion on  the  king  of  Persia,   and  earnestly 
besought  his  queen  to  break  the  enchant- 
ment, that  he  might  return  to  his  own  form. 
I       Tlie    queen   consented   to    it   with   great 
i   willingness.     "Sir,"  said  she  to  the  king,  "be 
pleased  to    take 
the     bird      into 
your  closet,  and 
I  will  shew  you 
a  king  worthy  of 
the  consideration 
YOU    have    for 
liim."    The  bird, 
^\•hicll  had  ceased 
eating,    and    at- 
tended   to   what 
the     king      and 
queen  said,  would 
not  give  his  ma- 
jesty the  trouble 
to  take  him,  but 
hopped  into  the 
closet  bcforehim, 
and    the    queen 
came  in  .sonn  after,  w\i\\  a  vessel  full  of  water 
in  her  hand.    She  jironouuced  over  the  vessel 
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some  words  imkuowu  to  the  king,  till  the 
■watei-  began  to  boil ;  when  she  took  some  of 
it  in  her  hand,  and  sprinkling  a  little  upon 
the  bird,  eaid,  ' '  By  virtue  of  these  holy  and 
mysterious  -words  I  have  just  pronounced, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Creator  of  heaven  and 
earth,  who  raises  the  dead,  and  sui)ports  the 
universe,  quit  that  form  of  a  bird,  and  re- 
assume  that  which  thou  hast  received  from 
thy  Creator." 

The  words  were  scarce  out  of  the  queen's 
mouth,  but,  instead  of  a  bird,  the  king  saw 
a  young  jirince,  of  good  shape,  air,  and  mien. 
Iving  Beder  immediately  fell  upon  his  knees, 
and  thanked  God  for  the  favour  that  had 
been  bestowed  upon  him.  Then  he  took  the 
king's  hand,  who  helped  him  u]),  and  kissed 
it  in  token  of  gratitude  ;  but  the  king  em- 
braced him  with  great  joy,  and  testified  to 
him  the  satisfaction  he  had  to  see  him.  He 
would  then  have  made  his  acknowledgments 
to  the  queen,  but  she  was  already  retired  to 
her  apartment.  The  king  made  him  sit  at 
the  table  with  him,  and  after  dinner  was 
over,  he  prayed  him  to  relate  to  him  how 
the  princess  Giauhara  could  have  the  inhu- 
manity to  transform  into  a  bird  so  amiable  a 
prince  as  he  was ;  and  the  king  of  Persia  im- 
mediately satisfied  him.  When  he  had  done, 
the  king,  provoked  at  the  proceeding  of  the 
jmncess,  could  not  help  blaming  her.  "It 
was  commendable,"  said  he,  "in  the  princess 
of  Samandal  not  to  Ije  insensible  of  the  king 
her  father's  ill  treatment,  but  to  carry  her 
vengeance  so  far,  aiad  especially  against  a 
prince  who  was  not  culpable,  was  what  she 
coidd  never  be  able  to  justify  herself  for. 
But  let  us  have  done  with  this  discom-se,  and 
tell  me,  I  beseech  you,  in  what  I  can  further 
serve  you." 

"Sii',"  answered  king  Beder,  "my  obliga- 
tion to  your  majesty  is  so  great,  that  I  ought 
to  remain  with  you  all  my  lif^.  to  testify  my 
gratitude;  but  since  your  majesty  sets  no 
limits  to  your  generosity,  I  entreat  you  to 
grant  me  one  of  your  ships  to  transjiort  me 
to  Persia ;  where  I  fear  my  absence,  Avhich 
has  been  but  too  long,  may  have  occasioned 
some  disorder,  and  that  the  queen  my  mother, 
from  whom  I  concealed  my  departure,  may 
be  dead  of  grief,  under  the  imcertainty 
whether  I  am  alive  or  dead." 

The  king  granted  what  he  desired  with 
the  best  grace  imaginable,  and  immediately 
gave  orders  for  equi2)ping  one  of  his  largest 
ships,  and  the  best  sailer  in  his  numerous 
fleet.  The  ship  was  soon  furnished  with  all 
its  complement  of  men,  pro^•isions,  and  am- 
munition ;  and  as  soon  as  the  ^vind  became 
fair,  king  Beder  embarked,  after  having 
taken  leave  of  the  king,  and  thanked  him 
for  all  his  favours. 

The  ship  sailed  before  the  wind  for  ten 
days  together,  which  made  it  advance  con- 
siderably without  interruption :  the  eleventh 


day  the  wind  changed,  and  becoming  very 
violent,  there  followed  a  fuiious  tempest. 
The  ship  was  not  only  driven  out  of  its 
course,  but  so  violently  tossed,  that  all  its 
masts  were  brought  by  the  board,  and  dri- 
ving along  at  the  pleasure  of  the  wind,  it  at 
length  struck  against  a  rock  and  bulged. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  people  Avere  in- 
stantly drowned.  Some  few  were  saved  by 
swimming,  and  others  by  getting  on  pieces 
of  the  wreck.  King  Beder  was  among  the 
latter,  when  after  having  been  tossed  al^out 
for  some  time  by  the  waves  and  currents, 
under  great  uncertainty  of  his  fate,  he  at 
length  perceived  himself  near  the  shore,  and 
not  far  from  a  city  that  seemed  large.  He 
exerted  his  remaining  strength  to  reach  the 
land,  and  was  at  length  so  fortunate  to  come 
so  near,  as  to  be  able  to  touch  the  ground 
with  his  feet.  He  immediately  abandoned 
his  i)iece  of  wood,  which  had  been  of  so  great 
service  to  him  ;  but  when  he  came  pretty 
near  the  shore,  he  was  greatly  siu-prised  to 
see  horses,  camels,  mules,  asses,  oxen,  cows, 
bidls,  and  other  animals  crowding  to  the 
shore,  and  putting  themselves  in  a  posture 
to  oj^pose  his  landing.  He  had  the  utmost 
difficulty  to  conquer  their  obstinacy  and  force 
his  way  ;  but  at  length  he  succeeded,  and 
sheltered  himself  among  the  rocks  till  he 
had  secovered  1ms  breath,  and  dried  his 
clothes  in  the  sun. 

When  the  prince  advanced  to  enter  the 
city,  he  met  with  the  same  opposition  from 
these  animals,  who  seemed  to  intend  to 
make  him  forego  his  design,  and  give  him  to 
rmderstand  it  was  dangerous  to  proceed. 

King  Beder,  however,  got  into  the  city 
soon  after,  and  saw  many  fair  and  spacious 
streets,  but  was  surprised  to  find  no  man 
there.  This  made  him  think  it  was  not  with- 
out cause  that  so  many  animals  had  opposed 
his  passage.  Going  forward,  nevertheless, 
he  obsers^ed  divers  shops  open  ;  which  gave 
him  reason  to  believe  the  jilace  was  not  so 
destitute  of  inhabitants  as  he  imagined.  He 
approached  one  of  these  shops,  where  several 
sorts  of  fruits  were  exposed  to  sale,  and 
saluted  very  courteously  an  old  man  that  was 
sitting  there. 

The  old  man,  who  was  biisy  about  some- 
thing, lifted  up  his  head,  and  seeing  a  youth 
who  had  an  appearance  of  grandeur  in  his 
air,  started,  and  asked  him  whence  he  came, 
and  what  business  had  brought  him  there. 
King  Beder  satisfied  him  in  a  few  words  ; 
and  the  old  man  further  asked  him  if  he  had 
met  anybody  on  the  road.  "You  are  the 
first  person  I  have  seen,"  answered  the  king ; 
"and  I  cannot  comprehend  how  so  fine  and 
large  a  city  comes  to  be  without  inhabitants." 
"  Come  in,  sir  ;  stay  no  longer  upon  the 
threshold,"  replied  the  old  man,  "or  pcrad- 
venture  some  misfortune  may  happen  to  you. 
I  will  satisfy  your  curiosity  at  leisure,  and 
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give  you  a  reason  why  it  is  necessary  yon 
should  take  this  precaution." 

King  Beder  would  not  be  bid  twice  :  he 
entered  the  shop,  and  sat  doMTi  by  the  old 
man.  The  latter,  who  had  learnt  from  him 
an  account  of  his  misfortunes,  knew  he  must 
want  nourishment,  therefore  immediately 
presented  him  what  was  necessaiy  to  recover 
his  strength ;  and  although  king  Beder  was 
very  earnest  to  know  why  he  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  make  him  enter  the  shop,  he 
would  nevertheless  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
tell  him  anything  till  he  had  done  eating, 
for  fear  the  sad  things  he  had  to  relate 
might  baulk  his  appetite.  In  a  word,  when 
he  found  he  ate  no  longer,  he  said  to  him, 
"You  have  great  reason  to  thank  God  you 
got  hither  without  any  ill  accident."  "Alas! 
why  ? "  replied  king  Beder,  very  much  sur- 
prised and  alarmed. 

"Because,"  answered  he,  "this  city  is 
called  the  City  of  Enchantments,  and  go- 
verned not  by  a  king,  but  a  queen  ;  who  is 
not  only  one  of  the  finest  of  her  sex,  but 
likewise  a  notorious  and  dangerous  sorceress. 
You  will  be  convinced  of  this,"  added  he, 
"when  you  know  that  these  horses,  mides, 
and  other  animals  that  you  have  seen, 
are  so  many  men  like  you  and  me,  whom 
she  has  transformed  by  her  diabolical  art. 
And  when  yoimg  men  like  you  enter  the 
city,  she  has  persons  planted  to  stop  and 
bring  them,  either  by  fair  means  or  force, 
before  her.  She  receives  them  in  the  most 
obliging  manner ;  she  caresses  them,  regales 
them,  and  lodges  them  magnificently,  and 
gives  them  so  many  reasons  to  believe  that 
she  loves  them,  that  she  never  fails  of  suc- 
cess. But  she  does  not  suffer  them  long  to 
enjoy  this  happiness.  There  is  not  one  of 
them  but  she  has  transformed  into  some 
animal  or  bird  at  the  end  of  forty  days. 
You  told  me  all  these  animals  presented 
themselves  to  oppose  your  landing,  and  hin- 
der your  entering  the  city.  This  was  the 
only  way  they  could  make  you  comprehend 
the  danger  you  were  going  to  expose  your- 
.self  to,  and  they  did  all  in  their  power  to 
divert  you." 

This  account  exceedingly  afflicted  the 
young  king  of  Persia.  "Alas!"  cried  he, 
"to  what  extremities  has  my  ill  fortune 
reduced  me !  I  am  hardly  freed  from  one 
enchantment,  which  I  look  back  upon  with 
horror,  but  I  find  myself  exposed  to  another 
much  more  terrible. "  This  gave  him  occasion 
to  relate  his  story  to  the  old  man  more  at 
length,  and  to  acquaint  him  of  his  birth, 
quality,  his  passion  for  the  princess  of 
Samandal,  and  her  cruelty  in  changing  him 
into  a  bird  the  very  moment  he  had  seen 
her  and  declared  his  love  to  her. 

When  the  prince  came  to  speak  of  his 
good  fortune  in  finding  a  queen  who  broke 
the  enchantment,  the  old  man,   to  encou- 


rage him,  said,  "Notwithstanding  all  I  have 
told  you  of  the  magic  queen  be  true,  that 
ought  not  to  give  you  the  least  disquiet, 
since  I  am  generally  beloved  throughout 
the  city,  and  am  not  miknown  to  the  queen 
Iierself,  who  has  much  respect  for  me  ; 
therefore  it  was  your  peculiar  happiness 
led   you  to   address   yourself  to  me  rather 


than   elsewhere.      You 


are    secure   in    my 


house,  where  I  advise  you  to  continue,  if 
you  think  fit ;  and  provided  yoii  do  not 
stray  from  hence,  I  dare  assure  you,  you 
v.'ill  have  no  just  cause  to  complain  of  my 
insincerity  ;  so  that  you  are  imder  no  sort 
of  constraint  whatsoever." 

King  Beder  thanked  the  old  man  for  his 
kind  reception,  and  the  protection  he  was 
pleased  so  readily  to  afford  him.  He  sat 
down  at  the  entrance  of  the  shop ;  where  he 
no  sooner  appeared,  but  his  youth  and  good 
person  drew  the  eyes  of  all  that  passed  that 
way.  Many  stopped  and  complimented  the 
old  man  on  his  having  acquired  so  fine  a 
slave,  as  they  imagined  the  king  to  be;  and 
they  were  the  more  surprised,  as  they  could 
not  comprehend  how  so  beautiful  a  youth 
could  escape  the  qiieen's  knowledge.  "  Be- 
lieve not,"  said  the  old  man,  "this  is  a 
slave  ;  you  aU  know  that  I  am  not  rich 
enough,  nor  of  rank  to  have  one  of  this  con- 
sequence. He  is  my  nephew,  son  of  a 
brother  of  mine  that  is  dead  ;  and  as  I  had 
no  children  of  my  own,  I  sent  for  him  to 
keep  me  company."  They  congratulated 
his  good  fortune  in  having  so  fine  a  young 
man  for  his  relation  ;  but  could  not  help 
telling  him  they  feared  the  queen  woidd 
take  him  from  him.  "  You  know  her  well," 
said  they  to  him,  "and  you  cannot  be 
ignorant  of  the  danger  to  which  you  are 
exposed,  after  all  the  examples  you  have 
seen.  How  grieved  would  you  be,  if  she 
shoidd  serve  him  as  she  has  done  so  many 
others  that  we  know  of  !  " 

"I  am  obliged  to  you,"  replied  the  old 
man,  "  for  yotu- good- will  towards  me,  and 
I  heartily  thank  you  for  the  care  you  seem 
to  take  of  my  interest  ;  but  I  shall  never 
entertain  the  least  thought  that  the  queen 
will  do  me  any  injury,  after  all  the  kindness 
she  has  j^rofessed  for  me.  In  case  she  hap- 
pens to  hear  of  this  young  man,  and  speaks 
to  me  about  him,  I  doubt  not  she  wdl 
cease  to  think  of  him,  as  soon  as  she  comes 
to  know  he  is  my  nephew." 

The  old  man  was  exceedingly  glad  to 
hear  the  commendations  they  bestowed  on 
the  yoimg  king  of  Persia.  He  was  as  much 
alfectcd  with  them  as  if  he  had  been  his 
own  son ;  and  he  conceived  such  a  kindness 
for  him,  as  a\igmented  every  day  during  the 
stay  he  made  with  him.  They  had  hved 
about  a  month  together,  when  king  Beder, 
rittiug  at  the  shop  door,  after  his  ordinary 
manner,    queen   Labe,    (so  was   this  magic 


BEDER,  PRINCE  OF  PERSIA. 


323 


queen  named,)  happened  to  come  by  witli 
great  pomp.  The  young  king  no  sooner 
])erceived  the  guards  coming  before  her, 
but  ho  arose,  and  going  into  the  shop,  asked 
the  okl  man  what  all  that  show  meant. 
"The  queen  is  coming  by,"  answered  he; 
"  but  stand  still,  and  fear  nothing." 

The  queen's  guards,  clothed  in  purple 
uniform,  and  well  armed  and  mounted, 
marched  in  four  files,  with  their  sabres 
drawn,  to  the  number  of  a  thousand ;  and 
every  one  of  their  officers,  as  they  passed 
by  the  shop,  saluted  the  old  man  :  then 
followed  a  like  number  of  eunuchs,  habited 
in  brocaded  silk,  and  better  mounted,  whose 
officers  did  the  old  man  the  like  honours. 
Next  came  as  many  young  ladies  on  foot, 
equally  beautiful,  richly  dressed,  and  set  off 
with  precious  stones.  They  marched  grave- 
ly, with  half  pikes  in  their  hands  ;  and  in 
the  midst  of  them  appeared  queen  Labe,  ou 
a  horse  glittering  with  diamonds,  with  a 
golden  sadtUe,  and  a  housing  of  inestimable 
value.  All  the  young  ladies  saluted  the 
old  man  as  they  passed  by  him ;  and  the 
queen,  struck  with  the  good  mien  of  king 
Beder,  stojiped  as  soon  as  she  came  before 
the  shop.  "Abdallah,"  (so  was  the  old  man 
named,)  said  she  to  him,  "  tell  me,  I  beseech 
thee,  does  that  beautiful  and  charming 
slave  belong  to  thee  ?  and  is  it  long  that 
thou  hast  been  in  possession  of  him  ?  " 

Abdallah,  before  he  answered  the  queen, 
threw  himself  on  the  ground,  and  rising 
again,  said,  "Madam,  it  is  my  nephew,  son 
of  a  brother  I  had,  who  has  not  long  been 
dead.  Ha\'ing  no  children,  I  look  upon 
him  as  my  son,  and  sent  for  him  to  come 
and  comfort  me,  intending  to  leave  him 
what  I  have  when  I  die." 

Queen  Labe,  who  had  never  yet  seen  any 
one  to  compare  with  king  Beder,  and  began 
to  conceive  a  mighty  passion  for  him, 
thought  immediately  of  getting  the  old  man 
to  abandon  him  to  her.  "Father,"  quoth 
she,  "  wiU  you  not  oblige  me  so  far  as  to 
make  me  a  present  of  this  young  man  ?  Do 
not  refuse  me,  T  conjure  you  ;  and  I  swear 
by  the  fire  and  the  light,  I  will  make  him  so 
great  and  powerful,  that  no  individual  in 
the  world  ever  arrived  at  such  good  fortune. 
Although  my  purpose  were  to  do  evil  to 
all  mankind,  yet  he  shall  be  the  sole  excep- 
tion. I  trust  you  will  grant  me  what  I 
desire,  more  on  the  account  of  the  friend- 
ship I  know  you  have  for  me,  than  for  the 
esteem  you  know  T  always  had,  and  shall 
ever  have,  for  your  person." 

"Madam,"  replied  the  good  Abdallah, 
"I  am  infinitely  obhged  to  your  majesty 
for  all  the  kindness  you  have  for  me,  and 
the  honours  you  propose  to  do  my  nephew. 
He  is  not  worthy  to  approach  so  great  a 
queen,  and  I  humbly  beseech  your  majesty 
to  excuse  him." 


"Abdallah,"  replied  the  queen,  "I  all 
along  flattered  myself  you  loved  me  ;  and  I 
could  never  have  thought  you  woidd  have 
given  me  so  evident  a  token  of  your  slight- 
ing my  request.  But  I  here  swear  once 
more  by  the  fire  aud  light,  and  even  by 
whatsoever  is  most  sacred  in  my  religion, 
that  I  will  pass  on  no  farther  till  I  have 
conquered  your  obstinacy.  I  understand 
very  well  what  raises  your  apprehensions ; 
but  I  promise  you  shall  never  have  occasion 
to  repent  having  obliged  me  in  so  sensible  a 
manner." 

Old  Abdallah  was  exceedingly  grieved, 
both  on  his  own  account  and  king  Beder's, 
for  being  in  a  manner  forced  to  obey  the 
queen.  "Madam,"  replied  he,  "I  would 
not  willingly  have  yoiu'  majesty  entertain 
an  ill  opinion  of  the  respect  I  have  for  you, 
and  my  zeal  always  to  contribute  whatever 
I  can  to  oblige  you.  I  put  an  entu-e  confi- 
dence in  your  royal  word,  and  I  do  not  in 
the  least  doubt  but  you  will  keep  it.  I  only 
beg  of  your  majesty  to  delay  doing  this  gi-eat 
honour  to  my  nephew  till  you  shall  again 
pass  this  way."  "That  shall  be  to-morrow," 
said  the  queen  ;  who  inclined  her  bead,  as  a 
token  of  her  being  pleased,  and  so  went  for- 
ward towards  her  palace. 

When  queen  Labe  and  all  her  attendants 
were  out  of  sight,  the  good  AbdaUah  said  to 
king  Beder,  "Son,  (for  so  he  was  wont  to 
caU  him,  for  fear  of  some  time  or  other  dis- 
covering him  when  he  spoke  of  him  in  piib- 
lic,)  it  has  not  been  in  my  power,  as  you 
may  have  observed,  to  refuse  the  queen  what 
she  demanded  of  me  with  so  great  earnest- 
ness, to  the  end  T  might  not  force  her  to  em- 
ploy her  magic  both  against  you  and  myself 
openly  or  secretly,  and  treat  you,  as  much 
from  resentment  to  you  as  to  me,  with  more 
signal  cruelty  than  all  those  she  has  had  in 
her  power  till  now,  as  I  have  already  told 
you.  But  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  she 
will  iise  you  well,  as  she  promised  me,  on 
accoimt  of  that  particular  esteem  she  pro- 
fesses for  me.  This  you  may  have  seen  by 
the  respect  she-\vn,  and  the  honours  paid  me 
by  aU  her  coui-t.  She  would  be  a  cursed 
creature  indeed,  if  she  should  deceive  me ; 
but  she  shall  not  deceive  me  unrevenged, 
for  I  know  how  to  be  even  with  her." 

These  assurances,  which  appeared  very 
doubtful,  were  not  sufficient  to  support 
king  Beder's  spirits.  "After  all  you  have 
told  me  of  this  qiieen's  wickedness,"  rephed 
he,  ' '  you  cannot  wonder  if  I  am  somewhat 
fearful  to  approach  her :  I  should,  it  may 
be,  slight  aU  you  could  tell  me  of  her,  and 
sulfer  myself  to  be  dazzled  by  the  lustre  of 
grandeur  that  surrounds  her,  did  I  not  know 
by  experience  what  it  is  to  be  at  the  mercy 
of  a  sorceress.  The  condition  I  was  in, 
through  the  enchantment  of  the  princess 
Giauhara,  and  from  whence  1  was  delivered 
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only  to  enter  almost  immediately  into  an- 
other, has  made  me  look  iijion  such  a  fate 
with  horror."  His  tears  hindered  him  from 
going  on,  and  sufficiently  shewed  with  what 
repugnance  he  beheld  himself  in  a  manner 
under  a  fatal  necessity  of  being  delivered  to 
queen  Labe. 

"Son,"  replied  old  Abdallah,  "do  not 
afflict  yourself ;  for  though  I  must  own 
there  is  no  great  stress  to  be  laid  upon 
the  promises  and  oaths  of  so  perfidious  a 
queen,  yet  I  must  withal  acquaint  you,  her 
power  extends  not  to  me.  She  knows  it 
full  well  herself;  and  that  is  the  reason, 
and  no  other,  that  she  pays  me  so  great  re- 
spect. I  can  quickly  hinder  her  from  doing 
you  the  least  harm,  if  she  should  be  perfidi- 
ous enough  to  attempt  it.  You  may  depend 
upon  me  ;  and,  provided  you  follow  exactly 
the  advice  I  shall  give  you,  before  T  abandon 
you  to  her,  she  shall  have  no  more  poM-er 
over  you  than  she  has  over  me." 

The  magic  queen  did  not  fail  to  pass  by 
the  old  man's  shop  the  next  day,  with  the 
same  pomp  as  the  day  before,  and  Abdallah 
waited  for  her  'with  great  respect.  "Father,'' 
cried  she,  stopping  just  against  him,  "  you 
may  judge  of  my  impatience  to  have  your 
nephew  with  me,  by  my  punctual  coming 
to  put  you  in  mind  of  your  promise.  I 
know  you  are  a  man  of  yoiir  word,  and 
I  cannot  think  you  will  break  it  with 
me." 

Abdallah,  who  fell  on  his  face  as  soon  as 
he  saw  the  qiieeu  approaching,  rose  up  when 
she  had  done  speaking  ;  and  as  he  would 
have  nobody  hear  what  he  had  a  mind  to  say 
to  her,  he  advanced  with  great  respect  as  far 
as  her  horse's  head,  and  then  said  softly, 
"Puissant  queen!  I  am  persuaded  your 
majesty  will  not  be  offended  at  my  seeming 
imwillingness  to  trust  my  nephew  with  you 
yesterday,  since  you  cannot  be  ignorant  of 
the  reasons  I  had  for  it ;  but  I  conjure  you 
to  lay  aside  the  secrets  of  that  art  which 
you  possess  in  so  wonderful  a  degree.  I  re- 
gard my  nephew  as  my  o^vn  son  ;  and  your 
majesty  would  reduce  me  to  despair,  if  you 
should  deal  with  him  as  you  have  done  with 
others." 

"I  promise  you  I  will  not,"  replied  the 
queen;  "and  I  once  more  repeat  the  oath  I 
made  yesterday,  that  neither  you  nor  your 
nephew  shall  have  any  cause  to  be  offended 
at  me.  T  see  plainly,"  added  she,  "you  are 
not  yet  well  enough  acquainted  with  me  ; 
you  never  saw  me  yet  but  through  a  veil ; 
but  as  I  find  your  nephew  worthy  of  my 
friendship,  I  will  shew  you  I  am  not  any 
way  unworthy  of  his."  With  that  she 
threw  off  her  veil,  and  discovered  to  king 
Bedcr,  who  came  near  her  with  Alxlallah, 
an  incomparable  beauty.  But  king  Beder 
was  little  charmed.  "It  is  not  enough," 
said  he  within  himself,    "to  be  beautiful ; 


one's  actions  ought  to  correspond  in  regu« 
larity  with  one's  features." 

Whilst  king  Beder  was  making  these  re- 
ficctions,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  queen  Labe. 
the  old  man  turned  towards  him,  and  taking 
him  by  the  arm,  presented  him  to  her  ma- 
jesty. "Here  he  is,  madam,"  said  he; 
"and  I  beg  of  your  majesty  once  more  to 
remember  he  is  my  nephew,  and  to  let  him 
come  and  see  me  sometimes."  The  queen 
promised  he  should ;  and  to  give  a  further 
mark  of  her  gratitude,  she  caused  a  bag  of 
a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  to  be  given  him. 
He  excused  himself  at  first  from  receiving 
them,  but  she  insisted  absolutely  upon  it, 
and  he  could  not  refuse  her.  She  had  caused 
a  horse  to  be  brought  as  richly  harnessed  as 
her  own,  for  the  king  of  Persia.  Whilst  he 
was  mounting  him,  "  I  forgot,"  said  the 
queen  to  AbdaUah,  to  ask  you  your  nephew's 
name:  pray  how  is  he  called?"  He  an- 
swered, his  name  was  Beder  (the  fidl  moon  :) 
her  majesty  replied,  "Sure  your  ancestors 
were  mistaken ;  they  ought  to  have  given 
you  the  name  of  Shems"  (the  sun.) 

When  king  Beder  was  mounted,  he  woiild 
have  taken  his  post  behind  the  queen,  but 
she  would  not  suffer  him,  and  made  him 
ride  on  her  left  hand.  She  looked  upon 
Abdallah,  and  after  having  made  him  an 
inclination  with  her  head,  she  set  forward  on 
her  march. 

Instead  of  observing  a  satisfaction  in  the 
people's  faces  at  the  sight  of  their  sovereign, 
king  Bedcr  took  notice  that  they  looked  at 
her  with  contempt,  and  even  cursed  her. 
"  The  sorceress,"  said  some,  ' '  has  got  a  new 
subject  to  exercise  her  wickedness  upon  : 
will  Heaven  never  deliver  the  world  from 
her  tyranny  ?  "  "  Poor  stranger  ! "  cried  out 
others,  "thou  art  much  deceived  if  thou 
thinkest  thine  happiness  will  last  long.  It 
is  only  to  render  thy  fall  more  terrible,  that 
thou  art  raised  so  high."  This  talk  gave 
king  Beder  to  understand  Abdallah  had  told 
him  nothing  but  the  truth  of  queen  Labe  : 
but  as  it  now  depended  no  longer  on  himself 
to  escajje  the  mischief,  he  committed  himself 
to  divine  Providence  and  the  will  of  Heaven 
respecting  his  fate. 

The  magic  queen  arrived  at  her  palace ; 
whither  she  was  no  sooner  come,  but  she 
alighted,  and  giving  her  hand  to  king  Beder, 
entered  with  him,  accompanied  by  her  wo- 
men and  the  officers  of  her  eunuchs.  She 
herself  shewed  him  all  her  apartments, 
where  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen  but 
massy  gold,  precious  stones,  and  furnitiu-e 
of  wonderful  magnificence.  When  she  had 
carried  him  into  her  closet,  she  led  him  out 
into  a  balcony,  from  whence  he  observed  a 
garden  of  surprising  beauty.  King  Bedor 
commended  all  he  saw  with  a  great  deal  of 
wit,  but  nevertheless  so  that  he  might  not 
be  discovered  to  be  any  other  than  old  Ab- 
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dallali's  nephew.  They  tliscmirsed  of  indif- 
ferent matters,  till  the  queen  was  informed 
that  dinner  was  npon  table. 

The  queen  and  king  Beder  arose,  and  went 
to  place  themselves  at  the  table,  which  was 
of  massy  gold,  and  the  dishes  of  the  same 
metal.  They  began  to  eat,  but  drank  hardly 
at  all  till  the  dessert  came,  when  the  qneen 
caused  a  cvip  to  be  filled  for  her  with  excel- 
lent wine.  She  took  it  and  drank  to  king 
Beder's  health  ;  and  then,  without  putting 
it  out  of  her  hand,  caused  it  to  be  filled  again, 
and  presented  it  to  him.  King  Beder  re- 
ceived it  with  i)rofound  respect,  and  by  a 
very  low  bow  signified  to  her  majesty  that 
he  in  return  drank  to  her  health. 

At  the  same  time  ten  of  queen  Labe's 
women  entered 
with  musical  in- 
struments, with 
which  and  their 
voices  they  made 
an  agreeable  con- 
cert, while  they 
continued  drink- 
ing till  late  at 
night.  At  length 
both  began  to  be 
so  heated  with 
wine,  that  king 
Beder  insensibly 
forgot  he  had  to 
do  with  a  magic 
queen, and looked 
upon  her  only  as 
the  most  beauti- 
ful queen  he  ever 
saw.  As  soon  as 
the    queen     jier- 

ceived  she  had  -WTOiight  him  to  the  jiitch 
she  desired,  she  made  a  sign  to  her  eunuchs 
and  women  to  retire.  They  obeyed,  and 
king  Beder  and  she  lay  together. 

Next  morning  the  queen  and  king  Beder, 
as  soon  as  they  rose,  went  to  the  bath  ;  and 
when  they  came  out,  the  women  who  had 
served  the  king  there  presented  him  with 
fine  linen  and  a  magnificent  habit.  The 
queen  likewise,  who  was  more  splendidly 
dressed  than  the  day  before,  came  to  receive 
him  ;  and  they  went  together  to  her  apart- 
ments, where  tlioy  had  a  good  repast  brought 
them,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in 
walking  in  the  garden,  and  in  various  other 
amusements. 

Queen  Labe  treated  king  Beder  after  this 
manner  for  forty  days,  as  she  had  been  ac- 
customed to  do  all  her  lovers.  The  fortieth 
night,  as  they  were  in  bed  together,  she,  be- 
lieving he  was  really  asleep,  arose  without 
making  any  noise ;  but  he  was  awake,  and, 
percei\ang  she  had  some  design  upon  him, 
watched  all  her  motions.  Being  up,  she 
opened  a  chest,  from  whence  she  took  a 
little  box  fuU  of  a  certain  yellow  powder ; 


gooti 

set  the  pan  upon  them  : 


taking  some  of  the  i)owder,  she  laid  a  train 
of  it  across  the  chamber,  and  it  immediately 
flowed  in  a  rivulet  of  water,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  king  Beder.  He  trembleil 
with  fear,  but  still  preteiuled  to  sleep,  that 
he  might  not  discover  to  the  sorceress  he 
was  awake. 

Queen  Labe  next  took  \\\i  some  of  the 
water  in  a  vessel,  and  poured  it  into  a  basin, 
where  there  was  flour  ;  with  which  she  made 
a  paste,  and  kneaded  it  for  a  long  time ;  then 
she  mixed  with  it  certain  drugs,  which  she 
took  from  difl'erent  boxes,  and  made  a  cake, 
which  she  put  into  a  covered  baking-pan. 
As  she  had  taken  care  first  of  all  to  make  a 
fire,  she  took  some  of  the  coals,  aiul 
and  while  the  cake 
was  baking,  she 
put  up  the  vessels 
and  boxes  in  their 
places  again  ;  and 
on  her  pronounc- 
ing certain  words, 
the  rivulet,  which 
ran  along  the  end 
of  the  room,  ap- 
jieared  no  more. 
When  the  cake 
was  baked,  she 
took  it  off  the 
coals,  and  carried 
it  into  her  closet, 
and  afterwards 
returned  to  bed 
again  to  king  Be- 
der, who  dissem- 
bled so  well,  that 
she  had  not  the 
least  suspicion 
that  lie  had  seen  anything  of  what  she  had 
done. 

King  Beder,  whom  the  pleasures  and 
amusements  of  a  court  had  made  to  forget 
his  good  host  Abdallah,  began  now  to  think 
of  him  again,  and  believed  he  had  more  than 
ordinary  occasion  for  his  advice,  after  all 
he  had  seen  the  queen  do  that  night.  As 
soon  as  he  was  up,  therefore,  he  expressed  a 
great  desire  to  go  and  see  his  tmcle,  and 
begged  of  her  majesty  to  permit  him. 
"  What !  my  dear  Beder,"  cried  the  queen, 
' '  are  you  then  already  tired,  I  will  not  say 
with  living  in  so  superb  a  palace  as  mine  is, 
where  you  must  find  so  many  pleasures,  but 
with  the  company  of  a  queen,  who  loves  you 
so  passionately  as  I  do,  and  has  given  you 
many  marks  of  affection  ?" 

"Great  queen,"  answered  king  Beder, 
"how  can  I  be  tired  of  so  many  favoiirs  and 
graces  as  yoiir  majesty  perpetually  hea])S 
iipon  me  ?  So  far  from  it,  that  I  desire  this 
permission,  madam,  purely  to  go  and  give 
my  uncle  an  account  of  the  mighty  obliga- 
tions I  have  to  your  majesty.  I  must  owii, 
likewise,  it  is  partly  for  this  further  reason, 
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that  my  uucle  Living  me  so  tenderly,  as  I 
well  know  he  does,  and  I  having  been  ab- 
sent from  him  now  forty  days,  without  once 
seeing  him,  I  would  not  give  him  reason  to 
think  that  I  consent  to  remain  longer  with- 
out seeing  him."  "Go,"  said  the  queen, 
"you  have  my  consent;  but  you  will  not 
be  long  before  you  return,  if  you  consider  I 
cannot  possibly  live  without  you."  This 
said,  she  ordered  him  a  horse  richly  ca^jari- 
soned,  and  he  departed. 

Old  AbdaUah  was  overjoyed  to  see  king 
Beder.  Without  regard  to  his  quality,  he 
embraced  him  tenderly,  and  king  Beder  re- 
turned the  like,  that  nobody  might  doubt 
but  that  he  was  his  nephew.  As  soon  as 
they  were  sat  down,  "  Well,"  said  AbdaUah 
to  the  king,  "  how  have  you  done,  and  how 
have  you  passed  your  time  with  that  infidel 
sorceress?" 

"Hitherto,"  answered  king  Beder,  "I 
must  needs  own  she  has  been  extraordinary 
kind  to  me,  and  has  done  aU  she  could  to 
persuade  me  that  she  loves  me  entirely ;  but 
I  observed  something  last  night,  which  gives 
me  just  reason  to  suspect  that  aU  her  kind- 
ness hitherto  is  but  dissimulation.  Whilst 
she  thought  me  asleep,  although  I  was 
reaUy  awake,  she  stole  from  me  with  a  great 
deal  of  precaution,  which  made  me  suspect 
her  intention,  and  therefore  I  resolved  to 
watch  her,  still  feigning  myself  asleep." 
Going  on  with  his  discourse,  he  related  to 
AbdaUah  how  and  after  what  manner  he  had 
seen  her  make  the  cake ;  and  then  added, 
"Hitherto,"  said  he,  "  I  must  needs  confess, 
1  had  almost  forgotten,  not  only  j^ou,  but  aU 
the  advice  you  gave  me  concerning  the 
wickedness  of  this  queen ;  but  this  last  ac- 
tion of  hers  gives  me  reason  to  fear  she 
neither  intends  to  observe  any  of  her  pro- 
mises or  solemn  oaths  to  you.  I  thought  of 
you  immediately,  and  I  esteem  myself  happy 
in  that  I  have  obtained  permission  to  come 
to  you." 

"  You  are  not  mistaken,"  rei^lied  old  Ab- 
daUah, •with  a  smile,  which  shewed  he  did 
not  himself  believe  she  woidd  have  acted 
otherwise;  " nothing  is  capable  of  obliging 
a  perfidious  woman  to  amend.  But  fear  no- 
thing ;  I  know  the  -way  to  make  the  mis- 
chief she  intends  you  fall  upon  herself.  You 
are  alarmed  in  time  ;  and  you  could  not 
have  done  better  than  to  have  recourse  to 
me.  It  is  her  ordinaiy  practice  to  keep  her 
lovers  only  forty  days  ;  and  after  that  time, 
instead  of  sending  them  home,  to  turn  them 
into  animals,  to  stock  her  forests  and  parks  ; 
but  I  thought  of  measures  j'esterday  to  pre- 
vent her  doing  you  the  same  harm.  The 
earth  has  borne  this  monster  long  enough, 
and  it  is  now  high  time  she  should  be  treated 
as  she  deserves." 

So  saying,  AbdaUah  put  two  cakes  into 
king  Beder's  hands,  bidding  him  keep  them 


to  make  use  of  as  he  should  direct.  "  You 
told  me,"  continued  he,  "  the  sorceress  made 
a  cake  last  night ;  it  was  for  you  to  eat,  de- 
pend upon  it ;  but  take  great  care  you  do 
not  touch  it.  Nevertheless,  do  not  refuse 
to  receive  it  when  she  offers  it  you  ;  but  in- 
stead of  tasting  it,  break  off  part  of  one  of 
the  two  I  shall  give  you,  unobserved,  and 
eat  that.  As  soon  as  she  thinks  you  have 
swaUowed  it,  she  will  not  fail  to  attempt 
transforming  you  into  some  animal,  but  she 
shaU  not  succeed ;  which  when  she  sees,  she 
will  immediately  turn  the  thing  into  plea- 
santry, as  if  what  she  had  done  was  only 
out  of  joke  to  frighten  you ;  but  she  will 
conceal  a  mortal  grief  in  her  heart,  and 
think  she  omitted  something  in  the  compo- 
sition of  her  cake.  As  for  the  other  cake, 
you  shall  make  a  present  of  it  to  her,  and 
press  her  to  eat  it ;  which  she  wiU  not  refuse 
to  do,  were  it  only  to  convince  you  she  does 
not  mistrust  you,  though  she  has  given  you 
so  much  reason  to  mistrust  her.  'WTien  she 
has  ate  of  it,  take  a  little  water  in  the  hol- 
low of  your  hand,  and  throwing  it  in  her 
face,  say,  '  Quit  that  form  you  now  wear, 
and  take  that  of  such  or  such  animal,'  as 
you  shall  thinlc  fit ;  which  done,  come  to 
me  with  the  animal,  and  I  wiU  teU  you  what 
you  shall  do  afterward." 

King  Beder  told  AbdaUah,  in  the  most 
expressive  tei-ms,  the  great  obligations  he 
liad  to  him,  for  his  endeavours  to  defend 
him  from  the  power  of  a  pestilent  sorceress  ; 
and  after  some  further  discourse,  took  his 
leave  of  him,  and  returned  to  the  palace. 
Upon  his  arrival,  he  imderstood  that  the 
queen  waited  for  him  with  great  impatience 
in  the  garden.  He  went  to  licr,  and  she  no 
sooner  perceived  him,  but  she  came  in  great 
haste  to  meet  him.  "  My  dear  Beder,"  said 
sLe,  "  it  is  said,  with  a  great  deal  of  reason, 
that  nothing  shews  more  the  force  and  ex- 
cess of  love  than  absence  from  the  object 
beloved.  I  have  had  no  quiet  since  I  saw 
you,  and  it  seems  ages  since  I  have  been 
separated  from  you.  If  you  had  stayed  ever 
so  Uttle  longer,  I  was  preparmg  to  come  and 
fetch  you  once  more  to  my  arms." 

"  Madam,"  repUed  king  Beder,  "  I  can  as- 
sure your  majesty  I  was  no  less  impatient  to 
rejoin  j-ou  ;  but  I  coidd  not  refuse  to  stay  a 
little  longer  with  an  imcle  that  loves  me,  and 
had  not  seen  me  for  so  long  time.  He 
would  have  kept  nie  still  longer,  but  I  tore 
myself  away  from  him,  to  come  where  love 
caUs  me.  Of  aU  the  coUations  he  prepared 
for  me,  I  have  only  brought  away  this  cake, 
which  I  desire  your  majesty  to  accejit." 
King  Beder  had  wrapped  up  one  of  the  two 
cakes  in  a  handkerchief  very  neatly,  took  it 
out,  and  presented  it  to  the  queen,  saying, 
"  I  beg  your  majesty  to  accept  of  it." 

"  I  do  accept  it  with  all  my  heart,"  replied 
the  queen,  receiving  it,  "  and  will  cat  it  with 
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pleasure  for  yours  and  your  good  iiuclo's 
sake  ;  but  before  I  taste  of  it,  I  desire  you 
for  my  sake  will  eat  a  piece  of  this,  which  I 
have  made  for  you  during  your  absence." 
"  Fair  queen,"  answered  king  Beder,  receiv- 
ing it  with  great  respect,  "  such  hands  as 
your  majesty's  can  never  make  anything 
but  what  is  excellent ;  and  I  cannot  suffi- 
ciently acknowledge  the  favour  you  do  me." 
King  Beder  then  artfully  substituted  in 
the  place  of  the  queen's  cake  the  other  which 
old  Abdallah  had  given  him  ;  and  having 
broken  off  a  piece,  he  put  it  in  his  mouth, 
and  cried,  while  he  was  eating,  "Ah!  queen, 
I  never  tasted  anything  so  charming  in  my 
life."  They  being  near  a  cascade,  the  sor- 
ceress seeing  him  swallow  one  bit  of  the 
cake,  and  rcaily  to  eat  another,  took  a  little 
water  in  the  palm  of  her  hand,  and  throwing 
it  in  the  king's  face,  said,  "  Wretch  !  quit 
that  form  of  a  man,  and  take  that  of  a  vile 
horse,  blind  and  lame." 

These  words  not  having  the  desii-ed  ef- 
fect, the  sorceress  was  strangely  surprised  to 
lind  king  Beder  still  in  the  same  form,  and 
that  he  only  started  for  fear.  Her  cheeks 
reddened ;  and  as  she  saw  that  she  had 
missed  her  aim,  "Dear  Beder,"  cried  she, 
' '  this  is  nothing,  recover  yourself.  I  did 
not  intend  you  auy  harm  ;  I  only  did  it  to 
see  what  you  would  say.  I  should  be  the 
most  miserable  and  most  execrable  of  wo- 
men, shoxdd  I  attempt  so  black  a  deed  ;  I 
do  not  only  say,  after  all  the  oaths  I  have 
Sfl'orn,  but  even  after  so  many  testimonies 
of  love  as  I  have  given  you." 

"Puissant  queen,"  replied  king  Beder, 
"  persuaded  as  I  am  that  what  your  ma- 
jesty did  was  only  to  divert  yourself,  yet  I 
could  not  help  being  sui-jjrised.  What  could 
hinder  me  from  being  a  little  moved  at  the 
pronouncing  of  so  strange  a  transformation? 
But,  madam,"  continued  he,  "let  ns  di'op 
this  discourse  ;  and  since  I  have  ate  of  your 
cake,  would  you  do  me  the  favour  to  taste 
mine?" 

Queen  Labe,  who  coidd  not  better  justify 
herself  than  by  shewing  this  mark  of  confi- 
dence in  the  king  of  Persia,  broke  off  a 
piece  of  his  cake,  and  ate  it.  She  had  no 
sooner  swallowed  it,  but  she  appeared  much 
troubled,  and  remained,  as  it  were,  motion- 
less. King  Beder  lost  no  time,  but  took 
Avater  out  of  the  same  basui,  and  throwing 
it  in  her  face,  cried,  "  Abomuiable  sorceress  ! 
quit  that  form  of  a  woman,  and  be  turned 
instantly  into  a  mai'e." 

The  same  instant  queen  Labe  was  trans- 
formed into  a  very  beautiful  mare  ;  and  her 
confusion  was  so  great  to  find  herself  in  that 
condition,  that  she  shed  tears  in  great  abun- 
dance, which  perhaps  no  mare  before  had 
ever  been  known  to  do.  She  bowed  her 
head  to  the  feet  of  king  Beder,  thinking  to 
move  him  to   compassion  ;    but  though  he 


coidd  have  l)een  so  moved,  it  was  absolutely 
out  of  his  power  to  repair  the  mischief  he 
had  done.  He  led  her  into  the  stable  be- 
longing to  the  palace,  and  put  her  into  the 
hands  of  a  groom,  to  britUe  and  saddle  ;  but 
of  all  the  bridles  which  the  groom  tried  upon 
her,  not  one  woidd  fit  her.  This  made  him 
cause  two  horses  to  be  saddled,  one  for  the 
groom,  and  the  other  for  himself ;  and  the 
groom  led  the  mare  after  him  to  old  Abdal- 
lah's. 

Abdallah,  seeing  at  a  distance  king  Beder 
coming  with  the  mare,  doubted  not  but  he 
had  done  what  he  advised  him.  "Cursed 
sorceress  !  "  said  he  immediately  to  himself, 
in  a  transport  of  joy,  "  Heaven  has  at  length 
punished  thee  as  thou  deservest."  Kiug 
Beder  alighted  at  Abdallah's  door,  and 
entered  with  him  into  the  shop,  embracing 
and  thanking  him  for  all  the  signal  services 
he  had  done  him.  He  related  to  him  the 
whole  matter,  with  all  its  circumstances, 
and  moreover  told  him  he  could  find  no 
bridle  fit  for  the  mare.  Abdallah,  who  had 
one  for  every  horse,  bridled  the  mare  him- 
self ;  and  as  soon  as  king  Beder  had  sent 
back  the  groom  with  the  two  horses,  he  said 
to  him,  "  My  lord,  you  have  no  reason  to 
stay  any  longer  in  this  city ;  mount  the 
mare,  and  return  to  your  kingdom.  I  have 
but  one  thing  more  to  recommend  to  you, 
and  that  is,  if  you  shoidd  ever  happen  to 
part  with  the  mare,  be  sure  not  to  give  up 
the  bridle."  King  Beder  promised  to  re- 
member it ;  and  having  taken  leave  of  the 
good  old  man,  he  departed. 

The  young  king  of  Persia  no  sooner  got 
out  of  the  city,  but  he  began  to  reflect  with 
joy  on  the  deliverance  he  had  had,  and  that 
he  had  the  sorceress  in  his  power,  who  had 
given  him  so  much  cause  to  tremble.  Three 
days  after  he  arrived  at  a  great  city,  where, 
entering  the  suburbs,  he  met  a  venerable  old 
man,  walking  on  foot  towards  a  pleasure- 
house  he  had  there.  "  Sir,"  said  the  old 
man,  stojjping  him,  "may  I  presume  to  ask 
from  what  part  of  the  world  you  come  ?  " 
The  king  stopped  to  satisfy  him ;  and  as 
they  were  discoursing  together,  an  old 
woman  came  up,  who,  stopping  likewise, 
wept  and  sighed  bitterly  at  the  sight  of  the 
mare. 

King  Beder  and  the  old  man  left  off  dis- 
coursing to  look  on  the  old  woman,  whom 
the  king  asked  what  cause  she  had  to  lament 
so  much?  "Alas!  sii-,"  replied  she,  "it  is 
because  your  mare  resembles  so  perfectly 
one  my  son  had,  and  which  I  still  mourn 
the  loss  of  on  his  account,  and  should  think 
yours  were  the  same,  did  I  not  know  she 
was  dead.  Sell  her  to  me,  I  beseech  you  ; 
I  MoU  give  you  more  than  she  is  worth,  and 
thank  you  too." 

"Good  woman,"  replied  king  Beder,  "1 
am   heartily   sorry  I   cannot   comply  with 
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yoxir  request ;  my  mare  is  not  to  be  sold.'' 
"  Alas  !  sir,"  contimied  the  old -woman,  "do 
not  refuse  me  this  favour  forthelo%''e  of  God. 
My  son  and  I  shall  certainly  die  with  grief 
if  you  do  not  gi-ant  it."  "  Good  woman," 
repUed  the  king,  ' '  I  would  grant  it  with  all 
my  heart,  if  I  was  disposed  to  part  with  so 
good  a  beast ;  but  if  I  were  so  disposed,  I 
believe  you  would  hardly  give  a  thousand 
pieces  of  gold  for  her,  and  I  could  not  sell 
her  for  less."  "  Why  shoidd  I  not  give  so 
much?"  replied  the  old  woman  :  "if  that 
be  the  lowest  price,  you  need  only  say  you 
will  take  it,  and  I  will  fetch  you  the 
money." 

King  Beder,  seeing  the  old  woman  so 
l)oorly  dressed,  could  not  imagine  she  could 
find  the  money ;  therefore  to  try  her,  he 
said,  "Go  fetch  me  the  money,  and  the 
mare  is  yours."  The  old  woman  immedi- 
ately iinloosed  a  purse  she  had  fastened  to 
her  girdle,  and  desiring  him  to  alight,  bid 
him  tell  over  the  money ;  and  in  case  he 
found  it  came  short  of  the  sum  demanded, 
she  said  her  house  was  not  far  off,  and  she 
could  quickly  fetch  the  rest. 

The  surprise  king  Beder  was  in  at  the 
sight  of  this  purse  was  not  small.  "  Good 
woman,"  said  he,  "do  you  not  perceive  I 
have  bantered  you  all  this  while  ?  I  will 
assure  you  my  mare  is  not  to  be  sold." 

The  old  man,  who  had  been  witness  to  all 
that  was  said,  now  began  to  speak.  "Son," 
quoth  he  to  king  Beder,  "it  is  necessary  you 
shoidd  know  one  thing,  which  I  find  you 
are  ignorant  of,  and  that  is,  that  m.  this  city 
it  is  not  permitted  to  any  one  to  tell  a  lie, 
on  any  account  whatsoever,  on  pain  of  death. 
You  cannot  refuse  taking  this  good  woman's 
money,  and  delivering  your  mare,  when  she 
gives  you  the  sum  according  to  the  agree- 
ment ;  and  this  you  had  better  do  without 
any  noise,  than  expose  yourself  to  what  may 
ensue." 

King  Beder,  sorely  afflicted  to  find  him- 
self thus  trapped  by  his  rash  proffer,  alighted 
Avdth  great  regret.  The  old  woman  stood 
ready  to  seize  the  bridle,  and  immediately 
unbridled  the  mare  ;  and  taking  some  water 
in  her  hand  from  a  stream  that  ran  in  the 
middle  of  the  street,  she  threw  it  in  the 
mare's  face,  uttering  these  words  :  "  Daugh- 
ter, quit  that  strange  shape,  and  re-assume 
thy  own. "  The  transformation  was  effected 
in  a  moment ;  and  king  Beder,  who  swooned 
as  soon  as  he  saw  queen  Labe  appear,  would 
have  fallen  to  the  ground,  if  the  old  man 
had  not  hindered  him. 

The  old  woman,  who  was  mother  to  queen 
Labe,  and  had  instructed  her  in  all  her 
magic  secrets,  had  no  sooner  embraced  her 
daughter,  but  to  shew  her  fury,  in  an  in- 
stant she,  by  whistling,  caused  to  rise  a 
genie  of  a  gigantic  form  and  stature.  This 
genie  immediately  took  king  Beder  on  one 


shoulder,  and  the  old  Avoman  with  the  magic 
queen  on  the  other,  and  transjiorted  them  in 
a  few  minutes  to  the  ])alace  of  queen  Labe 
in  the  City  of -Enchantments. 

The  magic  queen  immediately  fell  upon 
king  Beder,  reproaching  him  grievously  in 
the  followiug  manner  :  "Is  it  thus,  ungrate- 
ful wretch,  that  thy  unworthy  uncle  and 
thou  repay  me  for  all  the  kindnesses  I  have 
done  for  you  ?  I  shall  soon  make  you  both 
feel  what  you  deserve."  She  said  no  more, 
but  taking  water  in  her  hand,  threw  it  in 
his  face  with  these  words  :  "Come  out  of 
that  shape,  and  take  that  of  a  vUe  owl." 
These  words  were  soon  followed  by  the 
effect ;  and  immediately  she  commanded 
one  of  her  women  to  shut  up  the  owl  in  a 
cage,  and  give  him  neither  meat  nor  drink. 

The  wpman  took  the  cage,  and,  without 
regarding  what  the  queen  ordered,  gave  him 
both  meat  and  drink ;  and  being  old  Ab- 
dallali's  friend,  she  sent  him  word  privately 
how  the  queen  had  treated  his  nephew,  and 
her  design  to  destroy  both  him  and  king 
Beder,  that  he  might  give  orders  to  prevent 
it,  and  seciu-e  himself. 

Abdallah  knew  no  common  measures 
would  do  with  queen  Labe  :  he  therefore 
did  but  whistle  after  a  certain  manner,  and 
there  immediately  arose  a  vast  giant,  with 
four  wings,  who,  presenting  himself  before 
him,  asked  what  he  would  have  with  him  ? 
"  Lightning,"  said  Abdallah  to  him,  (for  so 
was  the  genie  called,)  "  I  command  you  to 
preserve  the  Ufe  of  king  Beder,  son  of  queen 
Gulnare.  Go  to  the  palace  of  the  magic 
queen,  and  transport  immediately  to  the 
capital  of  Persia  the  compassionate  woman 
who  has  the  cage  in  custody,  to  the  end  she 
may  inform  queen  Gidnare  of  the  danger 
the  king  her  son  is  in,  and  the  occasion  he 
has  for  her  assistance.  Take  care  not  to 
frighten  her  when  you  come  before  her, 
and  acquaint  her  from  me  what  she  ought 
to  do." 

Lightning  immediately  disappeared,  and 
got  in  an  instant  to  the  palace  of  the  magic 
qiieen.  He  instructed  the  woman,  lifted  her 
up  into  the  air,  and  transported  her  to  the 
capital  of  Persia,  where  he  placed  her  on  the 
terrace  that  answered  to  the  apartment 
where  queen  Gulnare  was.  She  went  down 
stairs  to  the  apartment,  and  she  there  found 
queen  Gulnare  and  queen  Farasche,  her 
mother,  lamenting  their  mutual  misfortunes. 
She  made  them  a  profound  reverence  ;  and 
by  the  relation  she  gave  them,  they  soon 
understood  the  great  need  king  Beder  was 
in  of  their  assistance. 

Queen  Gulnare  -was  so  overjoyed  at  the 
news,  that,  rising  from  her  seat,  she  went 
and  embraced  the  good  woman,  telling  tier 
how  much  she  was  obliged  to  her  for  the 
service  she  had  done  her. 

Then,   going  immediately  out,  she  com- 
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iiianded  the  trumpets  to  sound,  and  the 
drums  to  heat,  to  acquaint  tlio  city  that  the 
king  of  Persia  woukl  suddenly  return  safe  to 
his  kingdom.  She  then  wcilt  again,  and 
found  king  Salehher  hrother,  whom  Farasche 
had  caused  to  come  speedily  thither  by  a 
certain  fumigation.  "  Brother,"  said  she  to 
him,  "  the  king  your  nephew,  my  dear  son, 
is  in  the  City  of  Enchantments,  under  the 
power  of  queen  Labe.  Both  you  and  I  must 
go  to  deliver  him,  for  there  is  no  time  to  be 
lost." 

King  Saleh  forthwith  assembled  a  puissant 
body  of  his  marine  troops,  who  soon  rose 
out  of  the  sea.  He  also  called  to  his  assist- 
ance the  genies  his  allies,  who  appeared 
with  a  much  more  numerous  army  than  his 
own.  As  soon  as  the  two  armies  were 
joined,  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  them, 
Avith  queen  Farasche,  queen  Gulnare,  and 
the  princesses,  who  would  all  have  their 
share  in  this  action.  They  then  lifted  them- 
selves up  into  the  air,  and  soon  jjoured  down 
on  the  palace  and  City  of  Enchantments, 
where  the  magic  queen,  her  mother,  and  all 
the  adorers  of  fire,  were  destroyed  in  an 
instant. 

(Jueen  Gulnare  had  ordered  the  woman 
who  brought  her  the  news  of  queen  Labe's 
transforming  and  imprisoning  her  son  to 
follow  her  close,  and  bid  her,  in  the  confu- 
sion, only  go  and  seize  the  cage,  and  bring 
it  to  her.  This  order  was  executed  as  she 
wished  ;  and  queen  Gidnare  was  no  sooner 
in  possession  of  the  cage,  but  she  opened  it, 
and  took  out  the  owl,  saying,  as  she 
sprinkled  a  little  water  upon  him,  "My 
dear  son,  quit  that  strange  form,  and  resume 
thy  natural  one  of  a  man." 

In  a  moment,  queen  Gulnare  no  more  saw 
the  hideous  owl,  but  king  Beder  her  son. 
She  immediately  embraced  him  with  an  ex- 
cess of  joy,  her  tears  supplying  more  forcibly 
the  place  of  words.  She  could  not  find  in 
her  heart  to  let  him  go  ;  and  queen  Farasche 
was  obliged  to  force  him  from  her  in  her 
turn.  After  her,  he  was  likewise  embraced 
by  the  king  his  uncle  and  his  relations. 

Queen  Gidnare's  first  care  was  to  look  out 
for  old  Abdallah,  to  whom  she  had  been 
obUged  for  the  recovery  of  the  king  of  Per- 
sia, and  who  being  brought  to  her,  she  said 
to  him,  "My  obligations  to  you,  sir,  have 
been  so  great,  that  there  is  nothing  within 
my  i)Ower  but  I  would  freely  do  for  you  as 
a  token  of  my  acknowledgment.  Do  but 
satisfyme  in  what  I  can  serve  you."  "Great 
queen,"  replied  Abdallah,  "if  the  lady  whom 
I  sent  to  your  majesty  will  but  consent  to 
the  marriage  T  offer  her,  and  the  king  of 
Persia  will  give  me  leave  to  reside  at  his 
court,  I  will  spend  the  remainder  of  my 
days  in  his  service."  Then  the  queen  turned 
to  the  lady,  who  was  present,  and  finding 
I   by    her    modest    shame    that    she  was    not 


averse  to  the  match  proposed,  she  caused 
them  to  join  hands,  and  the  king  of  Persia 
and  she  took  care  of  their  fortune. 

This  marriage  occasioned  the  king  of  Per- 
sia to  speak  thus  to  the  queen  :  "  Madam," 
said  he,  "  I  am  heartily  glad  of  this  match 
which  your  majesty  has  just  made.  There 
remains  one  more,  which  I  desire  you  to 
think  of."  Queen  Gtilnare  did  not  at  first 
comprehend  what  marriage  he  meant ;  but 
after  a  little  considering,  she  said,  "  Of 
yours,  you  mean,  son  ?  I  consent  to  it 
with  all  my  heart."  Then  turning,  and 
looking  on  her  brother's  sea  attendants,  and 
the  genies  who  were  still  present,  "Go," 
said  she,  "and  traverse  both  sea  and  land, 
to  find  out  the  most  lovely  and  amiable 
princess,  worthy  of  the  king  my  son,  and 
come  and  tell  us." 

"Madam,"  replied  king  Beder,  "it  is  to 
no  piu-pose  for  them  to  take  all  that  pains : 
you  have  no  doubt  heard  that  I  have  already 
given  my  heart  to  the  princess  of  Samandal, 
ii])on  the  bare  relation  of  her  beauty.  I 
have  seen  her,  and  do  not  repent  of  the  pre- 
sent T  then  made  her.  In  a  word,  neither 
earth  nor  sea,  in  my  opinion,  can  furnish  a 
princess  like  her.  It  is  true,  iipon  my  declar- 
ing my  love  to  her,  she  treated  me  in  a  way 
that  would  have  extinguished  any  flame  less 
strong  than  mine.  But  I  hold  her  excused ; 
she  could  not  treat  me  with  less  rigoiir,  after 
imprisoning  the  king  her  father,  of  which  I 
was  the  innocent  cause.  But,  it  may  be,  the 
king  of  Samandal  may  have  changed  his  reso- 
lution ;  and  his  daughter  the  princess  may 
consent  to  love  me,  when  she  sees  her  father 
has  agreed  to  it." 

"Son,"  replied  queen  Gulnare,  "if  only 
the  princess  Giauhara  can  make  you  happy, 
it  is  not  my  design  to  oppose  you.  The  king 
your  imcle  need  only  have  the  king  of 
Samandal  brought,  and  we  shall  soon  see 
whether  he  be  still  of  the  same  untractable 
temper." 

Strictly  as  the  king  of  Samandal  had  been 
kept  during  his  captivity  by  king  Saleh's 
orders,  yet  lie  always  had  great  respect 
shewn  him,  and  was  become  very  familiar 
with  the  officers  who  guarded  him.  King 
Saleli  caused  a  chafing  dish  of  coals  to  be 
brought,  into  M-hich  he  threw  a  certain  com- 
position, uttering  at  the  same  time  some  mys- 
terious words.  As  soon  as  the  smoke  began 
to  arise,  the  palace  shook,  and  immediately 
the  king  of  Samandal,  with  king  Saleh's 
officers,  appeared.  The  king  of  Persia  cast 
himseK  at  the  king  of  Samandal' s  feet,  and 
kneeling  said,  "It  is  no  longer  king  Saleh  that 
demands  of  your  majesty  the  honour  of  your 
alliance  for  the  king  of  Persia;  it  is  the 
king  of  Persia  himself  that  humbly  begs  that 
boon;  and  I  persuade  myself  your  majesty 
will  not  persist  in  being  the  cause  of  the 
death  of  a  king,  who  can  no  longer  live  if  he 
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does  not  share  life  with  the  amiable  piincess 
Giauhara." 

The  king  of  Samandal  did  not  long  suflfer 
the  king  of  Persia  to  remain  at  his  feet.  He 
embraced  him,  and  obliging  him  to  rise,  said, 
"I  should  be  verysoiTy  to  have  contributed 
in  the  least  to  the  death  of  a  monarch  who  is 
so  worthy  to  live.  If  it  be  true  that  so  pre- 
cious a  hfe  cannot  be  preserved  without  the 
possession  of  my  daughter,  live,  su-,"said  he; 
' '  she  is  y our's.  She  has  always  been  obedient 
to  my  will,  and  I  cannot  think  she  will  now 
oppose  it."  Speaking  these  words,  he  ordered 
one  of  his  officers,  whom  king  Saleli  had  per- 
mitted to  be  about  him,  to  go  and  look  f uv 
the  princess  Giauhara,  and  bring  her  to  hiiu 
immediately. 

The  princess  continued  where  the  king  (jf 
Persia  had  left  her.  The  ofiicer  perceived 
her,  and  brought  her  soon  with  her  women. 
The  king  of  Samandal  embraced  her,  and 
said,  "Daughter,  I  have  provided  a  husband 
for  you ;  it  is  the  king  of  Persia  you  see  there, 
the  most  accomplished  monarch  at  present 
in  the  universe.  The  preference  he  has  given 
you  to  all  other  princesses  obliges  us  both  to 
express  our  gi-atitude." 

"Sir,"  replied  the  princess  Giauhara, 
"  j'our  majesty  well  knows  I  never  have  pre- 
sumed to  disobey  your  will  in  anything  :  I 
shall  always  be  ready  to  obey  you ;  and  I 
hope  the  king  of  Persia  will  forget  my  ill- 
treatment  of  him,  and  consider  it  was  dutj', 
not  inclination,  that  forced  me  to  it. " 

The  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  the  palace 
of  the  City  of  Enchantments,  with  the  greater 
solemnity,  that  aU  the  lovers  of  the  magic 
queen,  who  resumed  their  pristine  forms  as 
soon  as  ever  that  queen  ceased  to  live,  assisted 
at  them,  and  came  to  retiun  their  thanks  to 
the  king  of  Persia,  queen  Guhiare,  and  king 
Saleh.  They  were  all  sons  of  kings  or  princes 
or  persons  of  high  rank. 

King  Saleh  at  length  conducted  the  king 
of  Samandal  to  his  dominions,  and  put  him 
in  possession  of  them.  The  king  of  Persia, 
at  the  height  of  his  wishes,  retiu-ued  to  his 
capital  with  queen  Gulnare,  queen  Farasche, 
and  the  princesses  :  and  queen  Farasche  and 
the  princesses  continiied  there  till  king  Saleh 
came  to  reconduct  them  to  his  kingdom 
Under  the  waves  of  the  sea. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  GANEM,  SON  TO  ABOU  AYOUB, 
AND  KNOWN  BY  THE  SURNAME  OF  LOVE's 
SLAVE. 

Sir,  said  Scheherazade  to  the  sultan  of  the 
Indies,  there  was  formerly  at  Damascus  a 
merchant,  who  had  by  care  and  industry 
acquired  great  wealth,  on  which  he  lived  in 
a  very  honourable  manner.  His  name  was 
Abou  Ayoub,  and  he  had  one  son  and  a 
daughter.  The  son  was  at  first  called 
Ganem,    but   afterwards    surnamed    Lovers 


Slave.  His  person  was  gracefiU,  and  the 
excellent  natural  quahties  of  his  mind  had 
been  improved  by  able  masters,  whom  his 
father  had  taken  care  to  X'ro^'ide  him.  The 
daughter's  name  was  Alcolomb,  signifying 
Jiavisher  of  Hearts,  because  her  beauty  was 
so  perfect,  that  whoever  saw  her  could  not 
but  love  her. 

Abou  Ayoub  died,  and  left  immense 
riches  :  a  himdred  loads  of  brocades  and 
other  silks  that  lay  in  his  warehouse  were 
the  least  part  of  it.  The  loads  were  ready 
made  up,  and  on  every  bale  was  written  in 
large  characters  "For  Bagdad." 

JNIohammed,  the  son  of  Soliman,  surnamed 
Ziuebi,  reigned  at  that  time  at  Damascus, 
the  cajjital  of  Syria.  His  kinsman  Haroun 
Alraschid,  whose  residence  was  at  Bagdad, 
had  bestowed  that  kingdom  on  him  as  his 
tributary. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Abou  Ayoub, 
Ganem,  discoui-sing  with  his  mother  about 
their  domestic  affairs,  and  amongst  the  rest 
concerning  the  loads  of  merchandise  in  the 
warehouse,  asked  her  the  meaning  of  what 
was  written  upon  each  bale.  "My  son," 
answered  his  mother,  "  yoiu*  father  used  to 
travel  sometimes  into  one  province,  and 
sometimes  into  another  ;  and  it  was  custom- 
ary with  him,  before  he  set  out,  to  \ncit&  the 
name  of  the  city  he  designed  to  repair  to  on 
every  bale.  He  had  provided  all  things  to 
take  a  journey  to  Bagdad,  and  was  ujion  the 

point  of  setting  out  when  death "     She 

had  not  power  to  finish  ;  the  lively  remem- 
brance of  the  loss  of  her  husband  would  not 
permit  her  to  say  more,  and  diew  from  her 
a  shower  of  tears. 

Ganem  could  not  see  his  mother  so  sen- 
sibly affected,  ^^•ithout  being  himself  equally 
so.  They  continued  some  time  silent ;  but 
at  length  he  recovered  himself,  and  as  soon 
as  he  found  his  mother  calm  enough  to  listen 
to  him,  he  directed  his  discourse  to  her,  and 
said,  "  Since  my  father  designed  these  goods 
for  Bagdad,  and  is  no  longer  in  being,  to 
l)ut  his  design  into  execution,  I  will  prepare 
myself  to  perform  that  journey  ;  and  I  am 
of  opinion  it  wiU  be  i^roper  for  me  to  hasten 
my  departure,  for  fear  those  commodities 
should  perish,  or  that  we  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity of  selling  them  to  the  best  advantage." 

Abou  Ayoub's  widow,  who  tenderly  loved 
her  son,  was  much  surprised  at  this  reso- 
lution, and  replied,  "My  dear  child,  I  can- 
not but  commend  you  for  designing  to  fol- 
low your  father's  examjile  :  but  consider 
that  you  arc  too  young,  inexperienced,  and 
unaccustomed  to  the  fatigue  of  travelling. 
Besides,  can  you  think  of  leaving  me,  and 
adding  to  that  sorrow  with  which  I  am 
already  oppressed  ?  Is  it  not  better  to  sell 
those  goods  to  the  merchants  of  Damascus, 
and  take  up  with  a  moderate  proiit,  than  to 
expose  yourself  to  the  danger  of  perishing?  " 
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It  Wiis  in  vain  for  her  to  oppose  Gauem's 
resolution  by  the  strongest  arguments  ;  they 
hail  no  weight  with  him.  An  inolination  to 
travel,  and  to  accomplish  himself  by  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  world,  urged 
him  to  set  out,  and  i)revailcd  over  all  his 
mother's  remonstrances,  her  entreaties,  and 
even  her  tears.  Ho  went  to  the  market 
where  the  slaves  are  sold,  and  bought  such 
as  were  able-bodied,  hu-ed  a  hiintlred  camels, 
and  having  provided  all  other  necessaries,  he 
entered  upon  his  journey  with  five  or  six 
merchants  of  Damascus,  who  were  going  to 
trade  at  Bagdad. 

Those  merchants,  attended  by  aU  their 
slaves,  and  accompanied  by  several  other 
tx'avellers,  made  up  such  a  considerable  cara- 
van, that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
Bedouin  Ai-abs,  who  make  it  their  only  pro- 
fession to  range  the  country,  and  to  attack 
and  i)luuder  the  caravans  when  they  are  not 
strong  enough  to  rejiulse  them.  They  had 
no  other  difficulty  to  encounter,  but  the 
iisual  fatigues  of  a  long  journey,  which  were 
easily  forgotten  when  they  came  in  sight  of 
the  city  of  Bagdad,  where  they  arrived  in 
safety. 

They  alighted  at  the  most  magnificent 
and  most  frequented  khan  in  the  city ;  but 
Ganem,  who  chose  to  be  lodged  conveniently, 
and  by  himself,  took  no  apartment  there. 
He  only  left  his  goods  there  in  a  warehouse 
for  their  greater  security,  and  hired  a  very 
fine  house  in  the  neighbourhood,  richly  fur- 
nished, having  a  garden  which  was  very 
delightful,  on  account  of  the  many  water- 
works and  shady  groves  that  were  in  it. 

Some  daj's  after  this  young  merchant  had 
been  settled  in  his  house,  and  perfectly  re- 
covered of  the  fatigue  of  his  journey,  he 
di-essed  himself  genteelly,  and  repaired  to 
the  public  place,  where  the  merchants  met 
to  buy  and  seU.  A  slave  followed  him, 
carrying  a  jiarcel  of  fine  stuffs  and  silks. 

The  merchants  received  Ganem  very  cour- 
teously, and  their  sjmdic,  or  chief,  to  whom 
he  first  made  application,  took  and  bought 
all  his  i)arcel,  at  the  price  set  down  in  the 
ticket  annexed  to  every  piece  of  stufi^.  Ga- 
nem continued  his  trade  so  successfully,  that 
he  sold  aU  the  goods  he  exjiosed  daily. 

He  had  but  one  bale  left,  which  he  had 
caused  to  be  carried  from  the  warehouse  to 
his  own  house,  and  then  went  to  the  public 
rendezvous,  where  he  found  all  the  shops 
shut.  This  seemed  somewhat  extraordinary 
to  him ;  and  having  asked  the  cause  of  it, 
was  told  that  one  of  the  fii-st  merchants  whom 
he  knew  was  dead,  and  that  all  his  brother 
traders  were  gone  to  his  funeral. 

Ganem  inquired  for  the  mosque  where 
the  i)rayer  was  to  be  made,  and  whence  the 
body  was  to  be  conducted  to  the  grave ;  and 
taving  been  told,  sent  back  his  slave  with 
the  goods,  and  walked  towards  the  mosque. 


He  got  thither  before  the  prayers  were  ended, 
which  were  said  m  a  hall  hung  with  black 
satin.  I'he  corpse  was  taken  up,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  kindred,  the  merchants,  and 
Ganem,  to  the  place  of  burial,  which  was  at 
a  great  distance  without  the  city.  It  was  a 
stone  structure  in  form  of  a  dome,  puri)osely 
built  to  receive  the  bodies  of  all  the  family 
of  the  deceased  ;  and  being  very  small,  they 
had  pitched  tents  all  about  it,  that  all  the 
company  might  be  sheltered  during  the  cere- 
mony. The  monument  was  opened,  and  the 
corpse  laid  into  it,  after  which  it  was  shut 
up  again.  Then  the  iman,  and  other  minis- 
ters of  the  mosque,  .sat  down  in  a  ring  on 
carpets,  in  the  largest  tent,  and  said  the  rest 
of  the  i)rayers.  They  also  read  the  chapter 
of  the  Koran  appointed  for  the  burial  of  the 
dead.  The  kindred  and  merchants  sat  round, 
in  the  same  mamier,  behind  the  ministers. 

It  was  near  night  before  aU  was  ended  : 
Ganem,  who  had  not  expected  such  a  long 
ceremony,  began  to  be  uneasy,  and  the  more 
so,  when  he  saw  meat  served  up  in  memory 
of  the  deceased,  according  to  the  custom  of 
Bagdad.  He  was  also  told  that  the  tents 
had  not  been  set  up  only  against  the  heat  of 
the  Sim,  but  also  against  the  evening  dew, 
because  they  shovdd  not  return  to  the  city 
before  the  next  morning.  Those  words  ^per- 
plexed Ganem  :  "I  am  a  stranger,"  said  he  to 
himself,  ' '  and  have  the  reputation  of  being 
a  rich  merchant ;  thieves  may  take  the  op- 
portunity of  my  absence,  and  go  rob  my 
house.  My  slaves  may  be  tempted  by  so 
favourable  an  opportunity;  they  may  run 
away  with  all  the  gold  I  have  received  for 
my  goods,  and  whither  shall  I  go  to  look  for 
them  ? "  FuU  of  these  thoughts,  he  ate  a 
few  mouthfuls  hastily,  and  dexterously  slip- 
ped away  from  the  company. 

He  made  all  possible  haste ;  but,  as  it 
often  happens  that  the  more  a  man  puts  on, 
the  less  he  advances,  he  mistook  his  way, 
and  went  astray  in  the  dark,  so  that  it  was 
near  midnight  when  he  came  to  the  city 
gate  ;  which,  to  add  to  his  misfortune,  was 
shut.  That  disappointuaent  was  a  fresh 
affliction  to  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  look 
for  some  convenient  place  to  pass  the  rest  of 
the  night  in,  and  wait  till  the  gate  was 
opened.  He  went  into  a  burial-place,  so 
spacious  that  it  reached  from  the  city  to 
the  very  place  he  was  come  from.  He  ad- 
vanced to  some  high  walls,  which  enclosed 
a  small  field,  being  the  peculiar  burial-place 
of  a  family,  and  in  which  there  was  a  i^alm- 
tree.  There  was  an  infinite  number  of  other 
particular  burial-places,  the  doors  whei-eof 
they  did  not  take  care  to  fasten.  Ganem, 
finding  that  the  burial-place  where  the  palm- 
tree  grew  was  open,  went  into  it,  and  shut 
the  door  after  him.  He  lay  down  on  the 
grass,  and  did  all  he  coidd  to  sleep ;  but  the 
uneasiness  at  being  absent  from  home  would 
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not  permit  liim.  He  got  up,  and  after  hav- 
ing jiassed  before  the  door  several  time,  he 
opened  it,  without  knowing  why,  and  im- 
mediately perceived  at  a  distance  a  light, 
■which  seemed  to  come  towards  him.  He  was 
startled  at  that  sight,  put  to  the  door,  which 
had  nothing  to  secure  it  but  a  latch,  and  got 
up  as  fast  as  he  could  to  the  top  of  the  pabn- 
tree  ;  looking  upon  that  as  the  safest  retreat 
under  his  present  apjjrehensions. 

Ko  sooner  was  he  got  up  than,  by  the  help 


the  chest.  Ganem  Avas  strangely  surprised, 
when,  instead  of  finding  money  in  it,  he 
discovered  a  young  lady  of  incomparable 
beauty.  Her  fresh  and  rosy  complexion, 
and  her  gentle  regular  breathing,  satisfied 
him  she  was  alive ;  but  he  could  not  conceive 
why,  if  she  were  only  asleep,  she  had  not 
waked  at  the  noise  he  made  iu  forcing  off 
the  padlock.  Her  habit  was  so  costly,  with 
bracelets  and  pendants  of  diamonds,  and  a 
necklace  of  true  pearl,  so  large,  that  he  made 


of  the  light  which  had  frightened  him,  he  |   not  the  least  doubt  of  her  being  one  of  the 


plainly  perceived  thi-ee  men,  whom  by  their 
habit  he  knew  to  be  slaves,  come  into  the 
burial-place.  One  of  them  went  foremost 
with  a  lanthora,  and  the  two  others  followed 
him,  being  loaded  with  a  chest,  between  five 
and  six  feet  long,  which  they  carried  on  their 
shoulders.  They  set  it  down,  and  then  one 
of  the  three  slaves  said  to  his  comrades, 
' '  Brothers,  if  you  will  be  advised  by  me,  we 
will  leave  the  chest  here,  and  return  to  the 
city."  "Xo,  no,"  replied  another,  "that  is 
not  executing  our  mistress's  orders;  Ave  may 
have  cause  to  repent  not  doing  as  Ave  were 
commanded.  Let  us  bury  the  chest,  since 
we  are  so  enjoined  to  do."  The  two  other 
slaA^es  complied.  They  began  to  break 
ground  with  the  tools  they  had  brought  for 
that  jnirpose.  When  they  had  made  a  deep 
trench,  they  put  the  chest  into  it,  and  cover- 
ed it  Avith  the  earth  they  had  taken  out  ; 
then  departed,  and  returned  home. 

Ganem,  Avho  from  the  top  of  the  palm- 
tree  had  heard  every  Avord  the  slaves  had 
spoken,    could    not 
tell    what   to  think 
of    that   adventure.         ^-i 
He  concluded    that 
the  chest  must  con- 
tain   something    of 
value,  and  that  the       '^ 
person  to  Avhom  it       ^v 
belonged  had  some         ,"'■ 
particular      reasons 
for  caiising  it  to  lie 
buried  in  that  ceme- 
tery.    He   resoh'ed 
immediately  to   sa-         ^ 
tisfy   his   curiosity,  . 

came  down  from  the 
palm-tree,  the  de- 
])arture  of  the  slaves 
having  dissipated 
his  fear,  and  feU  to  work  upon  the  pit, 
plying  his  hands  and  feet  so  weU,  that  in 
a  short  time  he  uncovered  the  chest,  but 
found  it  secured  with  a  great  padlock.  This 
new  obstacle  to  the  satisfying  of  his  curiosity 
was  no  small  mortification  to  him,  yet  he 
was  not  discouraged  ;  but  the  day  beginning 
then  to  apjjcar,  he  saw  several  great  pebbles 
about  the  burial-place.  He  picked  out  one, 
with  AA'hich  he  easily  knocked  off  the  pad- 
lock, and  then  Avith  much  impatience  o])eued 


principal  ladies  about  the  com-t.  At  the 
sight  of  so  beautiful  an  object,  not  only 
compassion  and  natural  inclination  to  re- 
lie\'e  persons  in  danger,  but  something 
more  powerful,  Avhich  Ganem  could  not 
then  account  for,  prevailed  on  him  to  afford 
that  young  beauty  all  the  assistance  in  his 
power. 

He  first  shut  the  gate  of  the  burial-place, 
which  the  slaA^es  had  left  open ;  then  return- 
ing, took  the  lady  in  his  arms  out  of  the 
chest,  and  laid  her  on  the  soft  earth  he  had 
throASTi  off  the  said  chest.  As  soon  as  the 
lady  AA^as  laid  down,  and  exjiosed  to  the  air, 
she  sneezed,  and  Ijy  the  motion  in  turning 
her  head,  there  came  from  her  moTith  a 
liquor,  with  which  her  stomach  seemed  to 
have  been  loaded ;  then  opening  and  rubbing 
her  eyes,  she,  Avith  such  a  A'oice  as  charmed 
Ganem,  whom  she  did  not  see,  cried  out, 
' '  Zohorob  Bostan,  Schagrom  Margian,  Casa- 
bos  Souccar,  Nouron  Nihar,  Kaginatos  Sohi, 
Kouzetos  Zaman,  Avhy  do  you  not  ansAver  ? 
where  are  you  ?  " 
''*^"^'   ■"  These      Avere      the 

names  of  six  female 
slaves  that  used  to 
wait  on  her,  and 
signified.  Flower  of 
the  Garden,  Branch 
of  Coral,  Sugar  Cane, 
Light  of  the  Day, 
Morning  Star,  and 
Delight  of  the  Sea- 
son. She  called 
them,  and  wondered 
that  nobody  answer- 
ed; but  at  length 
looking  about,  and 
perceiving  she  was 
in  a  burial-place,  she 
was  seized  Avith  fear. 
"What !"  cried  she,  much  louder  than  be- 
fore, "  are  the  dead  raised  ?  Is  the  day 
of  judgment  come?  What  a  wonderful 
change  is  this  from  evening  to  morning !" 

Ganem  did  not  think  fit  to  leave  the  lady 
any  longer  in  her  perplexity,  but  presented 
himself  before  her  Avith  aU  possible  respect, 
and  in  the  most  courteous  manner.  "Ma- 
dam," said  he,  "I  am  not  able  to  express 
my  joy  for  haA-ing  happened  to  be  here  to  do 
you  the  sen-ice  I  haA-e  done,  and  to  offer  yor 
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nil  the  assistance  yoii  may  stand  in  need  of 
under  your  jircsent  circumstances." 

lu  order  to  persuade  the  hidy  to  repose  a 
confidence  in  him,  he,  in  the  first  phice,  tokl 
her  who  ho  was,  and  M-liat  accident  had 
brought  him  into  that  place.  Next  he  ac- 
quainted her  with  the  coming  of  the  three 
shaves,  and  how  they  liad  buried  the  chest. 
The  lady,  who  had  covered  her  face  with 
her  veil  as  soon  as  Ganem  appeared,  was  ex- 
tremely sensible  of  the  obligations  she  owed 
him.  "I  return  thanks  to  God,"  said  she, 
"  for  having  sent  so  worthy  a  jjerson  as  you 
arc  to  deliver  me  from  death,  but  since  you 
have  begun  so  charitable  a  work,  I  conjure 
you  not  to  leave  it  imperfect.  Let  me  beg 
of  you  to  go  into  tlie  city,  and  provide  a 
muleteer,  to  come  with  his  mide,  and  carry 
me  to  your  house  in  this  chest ;  for  should 
I  go  with  you  on  foot,  my  dress  being  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  the  city  ladies,  some  one 
might  take  notice  of  it,  and  follow  me,  which 
it  highly  concerns  me  to  i)revent.  When  I 
shall  be  in  your  house,  I  will  give  you  an 
account  of  myself ;  and  in  the  meantime  be 
assured  that  you  have  not  obliged  an  un- 
grateful person." 

Before  the  young  merchant  left  the  lady, 
he  drew  the  chest  out  of  the  pit,  which  he 
filled  iqi  with  earth,  laid  her  again  in  the 
chest,  and  shut  it  in  such  a  manner,  that  it 
did  not  look  as  if  the  padlock  had  been 
forced  off  j  but  for  fear  of  stifling  her,  he 
did  not  put  it  quite  close,  leaving  room  for 
the  air  to  get  in.  Going  out  of  the  burial- 
place,  he  drew  the  door  after  him  ;  and  the 
city  gate  being  then  open,  soon  found  what 
he  sought  for.  He  returned  with  speed  to 
the  burial-place,  and  helped  the  mideteer  to 
lay  the  chest  across  his  miile,  telling  him,  to 
remove  all  cause  of  suspicion,  that  he  came 
to  that  place  the  night  before,  with  another 
muleteer,  who,  being  in  haste  to  return 
home,  had  Ic^id  down  the  chest  in  the  burial- 
place. 

Ganem,  who,  since  his  arrival  at  Bagdad, 
had  minded  nothing  but  his  business,  was 
still  unacquainted  with  the  i^ower  of  love, 
and  now  felt  the  first  attacks  of  it.  It  had 
not  been  in  his  power  to  look  ui^on  the  young 
lady  without  being  dazzled  ;  and  the  uneasi- 
ness he  felt  at  following  the  muleteer  at  a 
distance,  and  the  fear  lest  any  accident 
might  happen  by  the  way,  that  shoidd  de- 
prive him  of  his  conquest,  taught  him  to 
unravel  his  thoughts.  It  was  an  extraordi- 
nary satisfaction  to  him,  when,  being  arrived 
safe  at  home,  he  saw  the  chest  imloaded. 
He  dismissed  the  muleteer,  and  having 
caused  a  slave  to  shut  the  door  of  his  house, 
he  opened  the  chest,  helped  the  lady  out, 
gave  her  his  hand,  and  conducted  her  to  his 
apartment,  lamenting  how  much  she  must 
have  endured  in  that  close  confinement.  ' '  If 
I  have  suffered, "said  she,  "I  have  satisfaction 


sufficient  in  what  you  have  done  for  mo, 
and  in  the  pleasure  of  seeing  myself  out  of 
danger. " 

Though  Ganem's  apartment  was  very 
richly  furnished,  the  lady  did  not  so  much 
regard  that  as  she  did  the  handsome  presence 
and  engaging  mien  of  her  deliverer,  whoso 
politeness  and  obliging  behaviour  heightened 
her  gratitude.  She  sat  down  on  a  sofa,  and, 
to  begin  to  give  the  merchant  to  u.nderstand 
how  sensible  she  was  of  the  service  done  her, 
she  took  off  her  veil.  Ganem,  on  his  part, 
was  sensible  of  the  favour  so  lovely  a  lady 
did  in  uncovering  her  face  to  him,  or  rather 
felt  he  had  already  a  most  violent  passion  for 
her.  Whatever  obligations  she  owed  him, 
he  thought  himself  more  than  requited  by 
so  signal  a  favovir. 

The  lady  dived  into  Ganem's  thoughts, 
yet  was  not  at  all  alarmed,  because  he  ap- 
peared very  respectful.  He,  judging  she 
might  have  occasion  to  eat,  and  not  willing 
to  trust  any  but  himself  with  the  care  of  en- 
tertaining so  charming  a  guest,  went  out 
with  a  slave  to  an  eating-house,  to  give  di- 
rections for  a  treat.  From  thence  he  went 
to  a  fruiterer,  where  he  chose  the  finest  and 
best  fruit  ;  buying  also  the  choicest  wine, 
and  the  same  bread  that  was  eaten  at  the 
caliph's  table. 

As  soon  as  he  returned  home,  he,  with  his 
own  hands,  made  a  pyramid  of  the  fruit  he 
had  bought,  and  serving  it  up  himself  to  the 
lady  in  a  large  dish  of  the  finest  china-ware, 
"Madam,"  said  he,  "be  jileased  to  make 
choice  of  some  of  this  fruit,  while  a  more 
solid  entertainment,  and  more  worthy  your- 
self, is  made  ready."  He  would  have  con- 
tinued standing  before  her,  but  she  declared 
she  would  not  touch  anything  unless  he  sat 
down  and  ate  with  her.  He  obeyed  ;  and 
when  they  had  eaten  some  small  matter, 
Ganem  observing  that  the  lady's  veil,  which 
she  laid  down  by  her  on  a  sofa,  was  em- 
broidered along  the  edge  with  golden  letters, 
begged  her  leave  to  look  on  that  embroidery. 
The  lady  immediately  took  up  the  veil,  and 
delivered  it  to  him,  asking  him  whether  he 
could  read.  "Madam,"  replied  he,  with  a 
modest  air,  "a  merchant  would  be  ill  quali- 
fied to  manage  his  business  if  he  covdd  not 
at  least  read  and  write."  "Well,  then," 
said  she,  "read  the  words  which  are  em- 
broidered on  that  ved,  which  gives  me  au 
opportmiity  of  teUing  you  my  story." 

Ganem  took  the  veil,  and  read  these  words, 
"I  am  yours,  and  you  arc  mine,  thou  de- 
scendant from  the  prophet's  uncle."  That 
descendant  from  the  prophet's  uncle  was  the 
caliph  Haroun  Ah-aschid,  who  then  reigned, 
and  was  descended  from  Abbas,  Mohammed's 
uncle. 

When  Ganem  perceived  the  meaning  of 
these  words,  "  Alas  !  madam,"  said  he,  in  a 
melancholy  tone,    "I  have  just  saved  your 
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lifp,  and  this  writing  is  my  death  !  I  do  not 
compreliend  all  the  mj'stery ;  but  it  con- 
vinces me  I  am  the  most  unfortunate  of  men. 
Pardon,  madam,  the  liberty  I  take  of  telling 
you  this.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  see 
you  without  giving  you  my  heart.  You  arc 
not  ignorant  yourself,  that  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  refuse  it  you,  and  that  makes  my 
presumj^tion  excusable.  I  proposed  to  my- 
seK  to  touch  your  heart  by  my  respectfid 
behaviour,  my  care,  my  complaisance,  my 
assiduity,  my  submission,  my  constancy ; 
and  no  sooner  had  I  formed  the  flattering 
design,  than  I  am  robbed  of  all  my  hopes. 
I  cannot  long  survive  so  great  a  misfortune. 
But,  be  that  as  it  will,  I  shall  have  the 
satisfaction  of  dying  entirely  yours.  Pro- 
ceed, madam,  I  conjure  you,  and  give  me  a 
full  information  of  my  unhappy  fate." 

He  could  not  utter  those  words  without 
letting  fall  some  tears.  The  lady  was  moved, 
but  was  so  far  from  being  displeased  at  the 
declaration  he  made,  that  she  felt  secret  joy  : 
for  her  heart  began  to  yield.  However,  she 
concealed  it,  and,  as  if  she  had  not  regarded 
what  Ganem  said,  "  I  should  have  been  very 
cautious,"  answered  she,  "of  shewing  you 
my  veil,  had  I  thought  it  would  have  given 
you  so  much  uneasiness  ;  and  I  do  not  per- 
ceive that  what  I  have  to  say  to  you  can 
make  your  condition  so  deplorable  as  you 
imagine. 

"  You  must  understand,"  proceeded  she, 
"in  order  to  acquaint  you  with  my  story, 
that  my  name  is  Fetnah,  (which  signifies 
torments,)  which  was  given  me  at  my  birth, 
because  it  was  judged  that  the  sight  of  me 
would  one  day  occasion  many  calamities. 
You  cannot  be  a  stranger  to  it,  since  there 
is  nobody  in  Bagdad  but  knows  that  the 
caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  my  sovereign  lord 
and  yours,  had  a  favourite  so  called. 

"  T  was  carried  into  his  palace  in  my  ten- 
derest  years,  and  I  have  been  brought  up 
there  with  all  the  care  that  is  usually  taken 
with  such  persons  of  my  sex  as  are  destined 
to  reside  there.  I  made  no  little  progress  in 
all  they  took  the  pains  to  teach  me  ;  and 
that,  with  some  share  of  beautj',  gained  me 
the  affection  of  the  caliph,  who  allotted  me 
a  particular  apartment  adjoining  to  his  own. 
That  prince  was  not  satisfied  with  such  a 
mark  of  distinction  ;  he  appointed  twenty 
women  to  wait  on  me,  and  as  many  eunuchs  ; 
and  ever  since  he  has  made  me  such  consi- 
derable presents,  that  I  saw  myself  richer 
than  any  queen  in  the  world.  You  may 
judge  by  what  I  have  said,  that  Zobeide, 
the  caliph's  wife  and  kinswoman,  could  not 
but  be  jealous  of  my  happiness.  Though 
Haroun  has  all  the  regard  imaginable  for 
her,  she  has  taken  every  possible  opportu- 
nity to  ruin  me. 

"  Hitherto  I  had  secured  myself  against  all 
her  snares,  but  at  length  I  fell  under  the  last 


effort  of  her  jealousy,  and,  were  it  not  for 
you,  I  had  now  been  exposed  to  ine%'itable 
death.  I  question  not  but  she  had  corrupted 
one  of  my  slaves,  who  last  night,  in  some 
lemonade,  gave  me  a  drug,  which  causes 
such  a  dead  sleep,  that  it  is  easy  to  dispose 
of  those  who  have  taken  it ;  for  that  sleep  is 
so  profound,  that  nothing  can  dispel  it  for 
the  space  of  seven  or  eight  hours.  I  have 
the  more  reason  to  judge  so,  because  natur- 
ally I  am  a  very  bad  sleeper,  and  apt  to 
wake  at  the  least  noise. 

"Zobeide,  the  better  to  put  her  design  in 
execution,  has  laid  hold  of  the  opportunity 
of  the  absence  of  the  caliph,  who  went  lately 
to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  to 
chastise  some  neighbouring  kings,  who  have 
formed  a  league  to  make  war  o.n  him.  Were 
it  not  for  this  opportunity,  my  rival,  out- 
rageous as  she  is,  durst  not  have  i)resumed 
to  attempt  anything  against  my  life.  I 
know  not  what  she  will  do  to  conceal  this 
action  from  the  caliph,  but  you  see  it  highly 
concerns  me  that  you  shoidd  keep  my  secret. 
My  life  depends  on  it.  I  shall  be  safe  in 
your  house,  as  long  as  the  caliph  is  from 
Badgad.  It  concerns  you  to  keep  my  ad- 
venture private ;  for  shoidd  Zobeide  know 
the  obligation  I  owe  you,  she  would  punish 
you  for  having  saved  me. 

"When  the  caliph  returns,  I  shall  not  need 
to  be  so  much  wpon  my  guard.  I  shall  find 
means  to  acquaint  him  with  all  that  has  hap- 
pened, and  I  am  fully  persuaded  he  will  be 
more  earnest  than  mj'self  to  requite  a  ser- 
\'ice  which  restores  me  to  his  love." 

As  soon  as  Haroun  Alraschid's  beautiful 
favourite  had  done  speaking,  Ganem  began, 
and  said,  "  Madam,  I  return  you  a  thousand 
thanks  for  having  given  me  the  information 
I  took  the  liberty  to  desire  of  you  ;  and  I 
beg  of  you  to  believe,  that  you  are  here  in 
safety  ;  the  sentiments  you  have  inspired  in 
me  are  a  pledge  of  my  secrecy. 

' '  As  for  my  slaves,  I  own  there  is  cavise 
to  suspect  them  ;  they  may  perhaps  fail  of 
the  fidelity  they  owe  me,  should  they  know 
by  what  accident,  and  in  what  place  I  had 
the  happiness  to  find  you  ;  biit  it  is  impos- 
sible they  should  giiess  at  that.  J^ay,  I  dare 
assure  you,  that  they  wiU  not  have  the  cu- 
riosity to  inquire  after  it.  It  is  so  natural 
for  young  men  to  pirrchase  beautifid  slaves, 
that  it  will  be  no  way  surprising  to  them  to 
see  you  here,  as  believing  you  to  be  one, 
and  that  I  have  bought  you.  They  will 
also  believe  that  I  had  some  particular  rea- 
sons for  bringing  you  home  as  thej'  saw  I 
did.  vSet  your  heart,  therefore,  at  rest,  as  to 
that  point,  and  remain  satisfied  that  you 
shall  be  served  with  all  the  respect  that  is 
due  to  the  favourite  of  so  great  a  monarch 
as  ours  is.  But  how  great  soever  he  is, 
give  me  leave,  madam,  to  declare,  that 
nothing  will  be  capable  of  making  me  recall 
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the  present  I  liavc  made  you  of  my  heart. 
I  know,  and  shall  never  forget,  that  '  what 
lielongs  to  the  master  is  forbidden  to  the 
slave,'  but  I  loved  you  before  you  told  me 
that  you  were  engaged  to  the  caliph  :  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  overcome  a  passion 
which,  though  now  in  its  infancy,  has  all  the 
force  of  a  love  strengthened  by  a  perfect 
correspondence.  I  wish  yoiir  august  and 
most  fortunate  lover  may  avenge  you  of  the 
malice  of  Zobeide,  by  calling  you  back  to 
him  ;  and  when  you  shall  be  restored  to  his 
wishes,  that  you  may  remember  the  imfor- 
tunate  Ganem,  who  is  no  less  your  conquest 
than  the  caliph.  Powerful  as  that  jirince  is, 
1  flatter  myself  he  will  not  be  able  to  blot 
me  out  of  your  remembrance.  He  cannot 
love  you  more  passionately  than  I  do  ;  and 
I  shall  never  cease  to  burn  for  you,  into 
whatever  part  of  the  world  I  go  to  expii-e, 
after  ha^^Jag  lost  you." 

Fetuah  perceived  that  Ganem  was  under 
the  greatest  of  afHictions,  and  it  affected 
her  ;  but  considering  the  uneasiness  she  was 
likely  to  bring  upon  herself,  by  prosecuting 
the  discoiirse  upon  that  subject,  which  might 
insensibly  lead  her  to  discover  the  inclina- 
tion she  felt  in  herseK  for  him ;  "I  perceive," 
said  she,  ' '  that  this  conversation  gives  you 
too  much  imeasiness  ;  let  us  change  the  dis- 
coiu'se,  and  talk  of  the  infinite  obligation  I 
owe  you.  I  can  never  sufficiently  express 
my  satisfaction,  when  I  reflect  that,  without 
your  assistance,  I  should  never  again  have 
beheld  the  light  of  the  sun." 

It  was  happy  for  them  both  that  somebody 
just  then  knocked  at  the  door  :  Ganem  went 
to  see  who  it  was,  and  found  it  was  one  of 
his  slaves,  to  acquaint  him  that  the  enter- 
tainment was  ready.  Ganem,  who,  by  way 
of  precaution,  would  have  none  of  his  slaves 
come  into  the  room  where  Fetnah  was,  took 
what  was  brought,  and  served  it  up  himself 
to  his  beautifid  guest,  whose  soul  M-as 
ravished  to  behold  what  attention  he  paid 
her. 

When  they  had  eaten,  Ganem  took  away, 
as  he  covered  the  table ;  and  having  deli- 
vered all  things  at  the  chamber  door  to  his 
slaves,  "Madam,"  said  he  to  Fetnah,  "you 
may  now  perhaps  desire  to  take  some  rest ; 
I  will  leave  you,  and  when  you  have  reposed 
yoiuself,  you  shall  find  me  ready  to  receive 
your  commands." 

Having  spoken  these  words,  he  left  her, 
and  went  to  purchase  two  women-slaves. 
He  also  bought  two  parcels,  one  of  fine  linen, 
and  the  other  of  all  such  things  as  were  pro- 
per to  make  iip  a  toilet  fit  for  the  caliph's 
favourite.  Having  conducted  home  the  two 
women-slaves,  he  presented  them  to  Fetnah, 
saying,  ' '  Madam,  a  person  of  your  (juality 
cannot  be  without  two  waiting  maids,  at 
least,  to  serve  you ;  be  pleased  to  accept  of 
these." 


Fetnah  admiring  Ganem's  attention,  "My 
lord,"  said  she,  "  I.  perceive  you  are  not  one 
that  wiU  do  things  by  halves  :  you  add,  by 
yoiu-  courtesy,  to  the  obligations  I  owe  you 
already ;  but  I  hope  I  shall  not  die  ungrate- 
ful, and  that  Heaven  wiU  soon  put  me  into 
a  condition  to  return  all  your  acts  of  gene- 
rosity." 

When  the  women-slaves  were  withdrawn 
into  a  chamber  adjoining,  whore  the  young 
merchant  sent  them,  he  sat  down  on  the 
sofa  where  Fetnah  was,  but  at  some  distance 
from  her,  in  token  of  the  greater  respect. 
He  then  began  again  to  discourse  of  his  jias- 
sion,  and  said  very  moving  things  on  the 
invincible  obstacles  which  robbed  him  of  all 
his  hopes.  "I  dare  not  so  much  as  hope," 
said  he,  "by  my  passion,  to  excite  the  least 
sensibility  in  a  heart  like  yours,  destined  for 
the  greatest  prince  in  the  world.  Alas  !  it 
would  be  a  comfort  to  me  in  my  misfortimes, 
if  I  covdd  flatter  myself  that  you  have  not 
looked  upon  the  excess  of  my  love  with  in- 
difference." "My  lord,"  answered  Fetnah 
— "Alas!  madam,"  said  Ganem,  interrupt- 
ing her  at  the  word  lord,  "this  is  the  second 
time  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  call 
me  lord  :  the  presence  of  the  women-slaves 
hindered  me  the  first  time  fi'om  taking  no- 
tice of  it  to  you :  in  the  name  of  God, 
madam,  do  not  give  me  this  title  of  honour ; 
it  does  not  belong  to  me  :  treat  me,  I  be- 
seech you,  as  your  slave  :  I  am,  and  shall 
never  cease  to  be  so." 

"No,  no,"  replied  Fetnah,  interrupting 
him  in  her  turn,  "  I  shall  be  cautious  how  I 
treat  after  that  manner  a  man  to  whom  I  owe 
my  life.  I  should  be  ungrateful,  could  I  say 
or  do  anything  that  did  not  become  you. 
Leave  me,  therefore,  to  foUow  the  dictates 
of  my  gratitude,  and  do  not  require  it  of 
me  that  I  misbehave  myself  towards  you, 
in  return  for  the  benefits  I  have  received.  I 
shall  never  be  guilty  of  it ;  I  am  too  sensible 
of  your  respectful  behaviour  to  abuse  it ; 
and  I  will  not  hesitate  to  o^vn,  that  I  do  not 
look  upon  all  your  care  with  indifference. 
You  know  the  reasons  that  condemn  me  to 
silence." 

Ganem  was  ravished  at  that  declaration ; 
he  wept  for  joy,  and  not  being  able  to  find 
expressions  significant  enough,  in  his  own 
opinion,  to  return  Fetnah  thanks,  was  satis- 
fied with  telling  her,  that  as  she  knew  what 
she  owed  to  the  caUph,  he,  on  his  part,  was 
not  ignorant  that  "what  belongs  to  the 
master  is  forbidden  to  the  servant. " 

Night  drawing  on,  he  rose  up  to  fetch  a 
light,  which  he  brought  in  himself,  as  also 
some  collation,  as  is  the  custom  in  the  city 
of  Bagdad,  where,  having  made  a  good  meal 
at  noon,  they  passed  the  evening  with  eat- 
ing some  fruit,  and  drinking  a  glass  of 
wine,  and  agreeable  conversation  tdl  bed- 
time. 
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They  both  sat  down  at  table,  and  at  first 
complimented  each  other  on  the  fruit  as  they 
presented  it  reciprocally.  The  excellency  of 
the  Avine  insensibly  drew  them  both  on  to 
drink;  and  having  drimk  two  or  three 
glasses,  they  agreed  that  neither  should 
take  another  glass  without  singing  some  air 
first.  Ganem  sung  verses  he  composed  cc- 
teinpore,  expressive  of  the  vehemence  of  his 
])assion  ;  and  Fetnali,  encouraged  by  his  ex- 
ample, composed  and  sung  verses  relating  to 
her  adventure,  and  always  containing  some- 
thing which  Ganem  might  take  in  a  sense 
favourable  to  him  ;  except  this,  she  most 
exactly  observed  the  fidelity  due  to  the  ca- 
liph. The  collation  held  till  very  late,  and 
the  night  was  far  advanced  before  they 
thought  of  jiarting.  Ganem  then  withdrew 
to  another  apartment,  leaving  Fetnah  where 
she  was,  the  women-slaves  he  had  bought 
coming  in  to  wait  upon  her. 

They  lived  together  after  this  manner 
several  days.  The  young  merchant  went 
not  abroad,  unless  upon  business  of  the  ut- 
most consequence,  and  even  for  that  took 
the  time  when  his  lady  was  at  her  rest ;  for 
he  coidd  not  prevail  upon  himself  to  lose  a 
moTnent  that  might  be  spent  in  her  com- 
pany. All  his  thoughts  were  taken  up  with 
his  dear  Fetnah,  who,  on  her  side,  giving 
way  to  her  inclination,  confessed  she  had  no 
less  affection  for  him  than  he  had  for  her. 
However,  fond  as  they  were  of  each  other, 
their  respect  for  the  caliiih  kept  them  within 
due  bounds,  which  stUl  heightened  their 
passion. 

Whilst  Fetnah,  thus  snatched  from  the 
jaws  of  death,  i^assed  her  time  so  agreeably 
with  Ganem,  Zobeide  was  not  without 
some  apprehensions  in  Haroun  Alraschid's 
palace. 

No  sooner  had  the  three  slaves,  entrusted 
with  the  execution  of  her  revenge,  carried 
away  the  chest,  without  knowing  what  was 
in  it,  or  so  much  as  the  least  curiosity  to  in- 
quire into  it,  (as  being  iised  to  pay  a  blind 
obedience  to  her  commands,)  than  she  was 
seized  with  a  tormenting  uneasiness;  a 
thousand  perplexing  thoughts  disturbed  her 
rest ;  sleep  fled  from  her  eyes,  and  she  spent 
the  night  in  contriving  how  to  conceal  her 
crime.  "My  consort,"  said  she,  "loves 
Fetnah  more  than  ever  he  did  any  of  his 
favourites.  What  shall  I  say  to  him  at  his 
return,  when  he  inquires  of  me  after  her  ?  " 
]\Iany  contrivances  occurred  to  her,  but  none 
were  satisfactory.  Still  she  met  with  diffi- 
culties, and  knew  not  where  to  fix.  There 
lived  with  her  an  ancient  lady,  who  had  bred 
her  up  from  her  infancy.  As  soon  as  it  was 
day  she  seat  for  her,  and  having  entrusted  her 
with  the  secret,  said,  "My  good  mother,  you 
have  always  assisted  me  with  your  advice ; 
if  ever  I  stood  in  need  of  it,  it  is  now, 
when  the  business  before  you  is  to  still  my 


thoughts,  distracted  by  a  mortal  anxiety, 
and  to  shew  me  sonic  way  to  satisfy  the 
caliph." 

"My  dear  mistress,"  replied  the  old 
woman,  "it  had  been  much  better  not  to 
have  run  yourself  into  the  difficulties  you 
labour  under;  but  since  the  thing  is  done, 
the  best  is  to  say  no  more  of  it.  All  that 
must  now  be  thought  of  is  how  to  deceive 
the  commander  of  the  believers  ;  and  T  am 
of  opinion,  that  you  immediately  cause  a 
wooden  image  resembling  a  dead  body  to  be 
carved.  We  will  shroud  it  up  in  old  linen, 
and  when  shut  up  in  a  coffin,  it  shall  be 
buried  in  some  part  of  the  palace ;  then  shall 
you  immediately  cavise  a  marble  monument 
to  be  budt,  in  the  form  of  a  dome,  over  the 
l)urial-place,  and  erect  a  figxire,  which  shall 
be  covered  with  a  black  cloth,  and  set  about 
with  great  candlesticks  and  large  wax  tapers. 
There  is  another  thing,"  added  the  old  lady, 
"which  ought  not  to  be  forgot:  you  must 
put  on  mourning,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
done  by  all  your  own  and  Fetnah's  women, 
your  eunuchs,  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
palace.  When  the  caliph  returns,  and  sees 
j'ou  all  and  the  palace  in  mourning,  he  will 
not  fail  to  ask  the  occasion  of  it.  Then  will 
you  have  an  opportunity  of  insinuating  your- 
self into  his  favour,  by  saying  it  was  out  of 
respect  to  him  that  you  paid  the  last  honours 
to  Fetnah,  snatched  away  by  sudden  death. 
You  may  tell  him  you  have  caused  a  mauso- 
leum to  be  built,  and,  in  short,  that  you  have 
paid  all  the  last  honours  to  his  favourite,  as 
he  would  have  done  himself  had  he  been 
present.  His  passion  for  her  being  extra- 
ordinaiy,  he  will  certainly  go  to  shed  tears 
upon  her  grave;  and  perhaps,"  added  the 
old  woman,  "he  wiU  not  believe  she  is 
really  dead.  He  may,  perhajos,  siispect  you 
have  turned  her  out  of  the  palace  through 
jealousy,  and  look  upon  all  the  moiu-ning  as 
an  artifice  to  deceive  him,  and  jjrevent  his 
making  search  after  her.  It  is  likely  he  will 
cause  the  coffin  to  be  taken  iip  and  opened, 
and  it  is  certain  he  will  be  convinced  of  her 
death,  as  soon  as  he  shall  see  the  figure  of 
a  dead  body  buried.  He  will  be  pleased  with 
all  you  shall  have  done,  and  express  his 
gratitude.  As  for  the  wooden  image,  I  wiU 
undertake  to  have  it  cut  myself  by  a  carver 
in  the  city,  who  shall  not  know  what  use  it 
is  to  be  ])ut  to.  As  for  yom-  part,  madam, 
order  Fetnah's  woman,  who  yesterday  gave 
her  the  lemonade,  to  give  out,  among  her 
companions,  that  .she  has  just  foimd  her  mis- 
tress dead  in  her  bed ;  and  to  the  end  that 
they  may  only  think  of  lamenting,  without 
offering  to  go  into  her  chamber,  let  her  aidd, 
she  has  already  acquainted  you  with  it,  and 
that  you  have  ordered  I\Icsrour  to  cause  her 
to  be  biu-ied." 

As  soon  as  the  old  lady  had  spoken  these 
words,  Zobeide  took  a  rich  diamond  ring  out 
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of  her  casket,  and  putting  it  on  her  finger, 
and  embracing  her  in  a  transport  of  joy, 
said,  "How  infinitely  am  I  beholden  to  you, 
my  good  mother  !  I  should  never  have 
thought  of  so  ingenious  a  contrivance.  It 
cannot  fail  of  success,  and  I  begin  to  recover 
my  peace  of  mind.  I  leave  the  care  of  the 
wooden  figure  to  you,  and  will  go  myself  to 
order  the  rest." 

The  wooden  image  was  got  ready  with  as 
much  expedition  as  Zobeide  could  have 
wished,  and  then  conveyed  by  the  old  lady 
herself  into  Fetnah's  Ijed-chamber,  where  she 
dressed  it  like  a  dead  bodj^  and  put  it  into 
a  coffin.  Then  Mesrour,  who  was  himself 
deceived  by  it,  caused  the  coflin  and  the 
representation  of  Fetnah  to  be  carried  away, 
and  bm-ied  with  the  usual  ceremonies  in  the 
place  appointed  by  Zobeide,  the  favourite's 
women  Aveeping  and  lamenting,  she  who  had 
given  her  the  lemonade  setting  them  an 
example  by  her  cries  and  howlings. 

That  very  day  Zobeide  sent  for  the  archi- 
tect of  the  palace  and  of  the  caliph's  other 
houses,  and,  according  to  the  orders  he 
received  from  her,  the  mausoleum  was 
finished  in  a  very  short  time.  Such  potent 
princesses  as  the  consort  of  a  monarch, 
whose  power  extended  from  east  to  west, 
are  always  punctually  obeyed  in  whatsoever 
they  command.  She  soon  put  on  mourning 
with  all  the  court ;  so  that  the  news  of 
Fetnah's  death  was  quickly  sjjread  all  over 
the  city. 

Ganem  was  one  of  the  last  who  heard  of 
it;  for,  as  I  have  before  observed,  he  hardly 
ever  went  abroad.  Being,  however,  at 
length  informed  of  it,  "Madam,"  said  he  to 
the  caliph's  fair  favourite,  "you  are  believed 
in  Bagdad  to  be  dead,  and  I  do  not  question 
but  that  Zobeide  herself  beUeves  it.  I  bless 
Heaven  that  I  am  the  cause,  and  the  happy 
witness  of  your  being  alive  ;  and  would  to 
God,  that,  taking  the  advantage  of  this  false 
report,  you  would  share  my  fortune,  and  go 
far  fi-om  hence  to  reigTi  in  my  heart !  But 
whither  does  this  jjleasing  transport  carry 
me  ?  I  do  not  consider  that  you  are  born  to 
make  the  greatest  prince  in  the  Avorld  happy, 
and  that  only  Harouu  Alraschid  is  worthy  of 
you.  Supposing  you  could  resolve  to  give 
him  up  for  me,  and  that  you  would  follow 
me,  ought  I  to  consent  to  it  ?  No,  it  is  my 
part  alwaj^s  to  remember  that  "what  belongs 
to  the  master  is  forbidden  to  the  slave." 

The  lovely  Fetnah,  though  moved  by  the 
tenderness  of  the  j>assion  he  expressed,  yet 
prevailed  with  herself  not  to  answer  it.  ' '  My 
lord,"  said  she  to  him,  "we  camiot  obstruct 
Zobeide's  triumphing.  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised at  the  ai-tifice  she  makes  use  of  to 
conceal  her  guilt :  but  let  her  go  on  ;  I  flat- 
ter myself  that  sorrow  will  soon  follow  her 
triumph.  The  caliph  will  return,  and  we 
shall  find  the  means  privately  to  inform  him 


of  all  that  has  happened.  In  the  meantime 
let  us  be  more  cautious  than  ever,  that  she 
may  not  know  I  am  alive.  I  have  already 
told  you  the  consequences." 

At  the  end  of  three  months  the  caliph 
returned  to  Bagdad  with  glory,  having  van- 
quished all  his  enemies.  He  entered  the 
palace  with  impatience  to  see  Fetnah,  and  to 
lay  all  his  new  laurels  at  her  feet ;  but  was 
amazed  to  see  all  the  oflicers  he  had  left 
behind  him  in  mourning.  He  was  struck 
without  knowing  the  cause  ;  and  his  concern 
was  redoubled,  coming  into  the  apartment  of 
Zobeide,  he  espied  that  princess  coming  to 
meet  him  in  mourning,  with  all  her  women. 
He  immediately  asked  her  the  cause  of  it, 
with  much  agitation.  "  Commander  of  the 
believers,"  answered  Zobeide,  "  I  am  in 
mourning  for  your  slave,  Fetnah  ;  who  died 
so  suddenly,  that  it  was  imijossible  to  apply 
any  remedy  for  her  distemper."  She  would 
have  proceeded,  but  the  caliph  did  not  give 
her  time,  being  so  surprised  at  the  news, 
that  he  cried  out,  and  fainted  in  the  arms  of 
Giafar,  his  grand  vizier,  who  attended  him. 
But  soon  recovering  himself,  he  with  a 
feeble  voice,  which  sufficiently  expressed  his 
extreme  grief,  asked  where  his  dear  Fetnah 
had  been  buried.  "Sir,"  said  Zobeide,  "I 
myself  took  care  of  her  funeral,  and  spared 
no  cost  to  make  it  magnificent.  I  have 
caused  a  marble  mausoleum  to  be  built  over 
her  grave,  and  will  attend  you  thither,  if 
you  desire  it." 

The  caliph  woidd  not  permit  Zobeide  to 
take  that  trouble,  but  contented  himself  to 
have  Mesrour  conduct  him.  He  went  thi- 
ther just  as  he  was,  that  is,  in  his  camp 
dress.  When  he  saw  the  figure  covered  with 
a  black  cloth,  the  wax  lights  round  it,  and 
the  magnificence  of  the  mausoleum,  he  was 
amazed  that  Zobeide  should  have  performed 
the  obsequies  of  her  rival  with  so  much 
jjomji  ;  and  being  naturally  of  a  jealous 
temper,  he  suspected  his  wife's  generositj% 
and  fancied  his  mistress  might  perhajis  be 
yet  alive ;  that  Zobeide,  taking  the  advan- 
tage of  his  long  absence,  might  have  turned 
her  out  of  the  palace,  ordering  those  she  had 
entrusted  to  conduct  her,  to  convey  her  so 
far  off  that  she  might  never  more  be  heai'd 
of.  This  was  all  he  suspected  ;  for  he  did 
not  think  Zobeide  wicked  enough  to  have 
attempted  the  life  of  his  favourite. 

The  better  to  discover  the  truth  himself, 
this  prince  ordered  the  figure  to  be  removed, 
and  caused  the  grave  and  the  coffin  to  be 
opened  in  his  presence  ;  but  when  he  saw 
the  linen  wrapped  round  the  wooden  image, 
he  durst  not  proceed  any  further.  This  reli- 
gious caliph  thought  it  woidd  be  an  ii-religi- 
ous  act  to  suffer  the  body  of  the  dead  lady 
to  be  touched ;  and  this  scrupulous  fear 
jirevaded  over  his  love  and  curiosity.  He 
doubted  not  of  Fetnah's  death.     He  caused 
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the  colfiu  to  Ije  sliut  up  again,  the  grave  to 
be  filled,  and  the  figure  to  be  placed  as  it 
was  before. 

The  caliph,  thinking  himself  obliged  to 
pay  some  respect  to  the  tomb  of  his  favour- 
ite, sent  for  the  ministers  of  religion,  the 
officers  of  the  palace,  and  the  readers  of  the 
Koran  ;  and,  whilst  they  were  collecting 
together,  he  remained  in  the  maiisolenm, 
moistening  with  his  tears  the  earth  that 
covered  the  phantom  of  his  mistress.  When 
all  the  persons  he  had  sent  for  were  come,  he 
stood  before  the  figure,  and  thej^  about  it  re- 
cited long  prayers  ;  after  which,  the  readers 
of  the  Koran  read  several  chapters. 

The  same  ceremony  was  performed  every 
day  for  a  whole  mouth,  morning  and  even- 
ing, the  caliph  being  always  present,  with 
Giafar  the  grand  vizier,  and  the  principal 
officers  of  the  court,  all  of  them  in  mourn- 
ing, as  well  as  the  caliph  himself,  who  all 
the  time  ceased  not  to  honoiir  the  memory  of 
Fetnah  with  his  tears,  and  would  not  hear  of 
any  business. 

The  last  day  of  the  month,  the  prayers  and 
reading  of  the  Koran  lasted  from  morning 
till  break  of  day  the  next  morning  ;  and 
at  length,  when  all  was  done,  every  man 
returned  home.  Haroun  Alraschid,  being 
tired  with  sitting  uji  so  long,  went  to  take 
some  rest  in  his  apartment,  and  fell  asleep 
on  a  sofa,  between  two  of  the  court  ladies, 
one  of  them  sitting  at  the  bed's  head,  and  the 
other  at  the  feet,  who,  whilst  he  slejjt,  were 
working  some  embroidery,  and  observed  a 
profound  silence. 

She  who  sat  at  the  bed's  head,  and  whose 
name  was  Nouron-Nihar,  (that  is,  Dawn  of 
the  Day,)  perceiving  the  caliph  was  asleep, 
whispered  to  the  other  called  Nagmatos 
8ohi,  (signif^'ing  Morning- Star,)  "There  is 
great  news  !  The  commander  of  the  be- 
lievers, our  master,  will  be  overjoyed  when 
lie  awakes,  and  hears  what  I  have  to  tell 
him  :  Fetnah  is  not  dead  ;  she  is  in  perfect 
health."  "0  heavens!"  cried  Morniug- 
Star,  in  a  transport  of  joy,  "is  it  possible 
that  the  beautiful,  the  charming,  the  incom- 
jiarable  Fetnah,  should  be  still  among  the 
living?  "  Morning-Star  uttered  these  words 
Avith  so  much  vivacity,  and  so  loud,  that  the 
caliph  awaked.  He  asked  why  they  had 
disturbed  his  rest?  "Alas!  my  sovereign 
lord,"  answered  Morning- Star,  "pardon  me 
this  indiscretion ;  1  could  not  without  trans- 
port hear  that  Fetnah  is  still  alive  ;  it 
caused  such  emotion  in  me,  that  T  coidd  not 
conceal  it."  "  What  then  is  become  of 
her,"  said  the  caliph,  "  if  she  is  not  dead?  " 
"  Chief  of  the  believers,"  replied  DaAvn  of 
the  Daj%  "  I  this  evening  received  a  note, 
not  signed,  from  a  person  unknown,  but 
■written  with  Fetnah's  own  hand,  who  gives 
me  an  account  of  her  melancholy  adventm-e, 
and  ordei-s  me  to  acquaint  you  with  it.     I 


thought  fit,  before  I  fulfilled  my  commission, 
to  let  you  take  some  few  moments'  rest,  be- 
lieving you  must  stand  in  need  of  it,  after 
your  fatigue  ;  and" — "Give  me  that  note," 
said  the  caliph,  interrupting  her  eagerly ; 
"  you  were  wrong  to  defer  delivering  it  to 
me." 

Dawn  of  the  Day  immediately  presented 
to  him  the  note,  which  he  opened  with  much 
impatience,  and  in  it  Fetnah  gave  a  par- 
ticidar  account  of  all  that  had  befallen  her, 
but  enlarged  a  little  too  much  on  the  care 
Gavicm  to  k  of  her.  The  caliph,  who  was 
naturally  jealous,  instead  of  being  provoked 
at  the  inhumanity  of  Zobeide,  was  more  con- 
cerned at  the  infidelity  he  fancied  Fetnah 
had  been  guilty  of  towards  him.  "Ts  it  so?" 
said  he,  after  reading  the  note  ;  "the  per- 
fidious wretch  has  been  four  months  with  a 
young  merchant,  and  has  the  etfrontcry  to 
boast  of  his  attention  to  her.  Thirty  days 
are  past  since  my  return  to  Bagdad,  and  she 
now  bethinks  herself  of  sending  me  news  of 
herself.  Ungrateful  creature !  whilst  I  spend 
the  days  in  bewailing  her,  she  passes  them 
in  betraying  me.  Go  to  ;  let  us  take  ven- 
geance of  a  false  woman,  and  that  bold  youth 
who  affronts  me."  Having  spoken  these 
words,  that  prince  rose  up,  and  went  into  a 
great  hall  where  he  used  to  appear  in  pub- 
lic, and  give  audience  to  the  great  men  of 
his  court.  The  first  gate  was  ojiened,  and 
immediately  all  the  courtiers,  who  were 
waiting  without,  entered.  The  grand  vizier 
came  in,  and  prostrated  himself  before  the 
throne  the  caliph  sat  on.  Then  rising,  he 
stood  before  his  master,  who,  in  a  tone 
which  denoted  he  woidd  be  instantly  obeyed, 
said  to  him,  ' '  Giafar,  your  presence  is  requi- 
site for  letting  in  executioii  an  important 
aifair  I  am  about  to  commit  to  you.  Take 
four  hundred  men  of  my  guards  along  with 
you,  and  first  inquire  where  a  merchant  of 
Damascus  lives,  whose  name  is  Ganem,  the 
son  of  Aboil  Ayoub.  When  you  have  learnt 
it,  repair  to  his  house,  and  cause  it  to  be 
razed  to  the  foundations ;  but  first  secure 
Ganem,  and  bring  him  hither,  with  my  slave 
Fetnah,  who  has  lived  with  him  these  four 
months.  I  will  punish  her,  and  make  an 
example  of  that  insolent  man,  who  has 
liresumcd  to  fail  in  respect  to  me." 

The  grand  vizier  having  received  this 
positive  command,  made  a  low  bow  to  the 
caliph,  having  his  hand  on  his  head,  in  token 
that  he  would  rather  lose  it  than  disobey 
him,  and  departed.  The  first  thing  he  did 
was  to  send  to  the  sjmdic  of  the  dealers  in 
foreign  stufis  and  fine  silks,  for  the  new  ones 
bought  of  Ganem,  with  strict  orders,  above 
all  things,  to  find  out  the  street  and  house 
he  lived  in.  The  officer  he  sent  with  these 
orders,  brought  him  back  word,  that  he  had 
scai'ce  been  seen  for  some  months,  and  no 
man  knew  what  could  keep  him  at  home,  if 
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he  was  tlicre.  The  same  (illicer  likewise 
told  Giafar  where  Ganem  lived,  and  the 
name  of  the  widow  who  had  let  him  the 
house. 

Upon  this  exact  information,  that  minis- 
ter, without  losing  time,  marched  with  the 
soldiers  the  caliph  had  ordered  him  to  take, 
went  to  the  judge  of  the  police,  whom  he 
caused  to  bear  him  company,  and  attended 
by  a  great  number  of  carpenters  and  ma- 
sons, with  the  necessary  tools  for  razing  a 
house,  came  to  that  where  Ganem  lived ; 
and  finding  it  stood  single,  he  posted  his 
soldiei's  round  it,  to  prevent  the  young  mer- 
chant's making  his  escape. 

Fetnali  and  (ianem  had  just  dined :  the 
lady  was  sitting  at  a  window  next  the  street; 
hearing  a  noise,  she  looked  out  through  the 
lattice,  and  seeing  the  grand  vizier  draw 
near,  with  all  his  attendants,  she  concluded 
she  was  their  object  as  well  as  Ganem.  She 
perceived  her  note  had  been  received,  but 
had  not  expected  such  an  answer,  having 
hoped  that  the  caliph  woidd  have  taken  the 
matter  in  a  different  light.  She  knew  not 
how  long  that  prince  had  been  come  home  ; 
and  though  she  was  acquainted  with  his 
jealous  temper,  yet  she  apprehended  nothing 
on  that  account.  However,  the  sight  of  the 
grand  vizier  and  the  soldiers  made  her  trem- 
ble, not  indeed  for  herself,  but  for  Ganem ; 
she  did  not  question  clearing  herself,  pro- 
vided the  cahph  woidd  but  hear  her.  As 
for  Ganem,  whom  she  loved  less  out  of  gra- 
titude than  inclination,  she  plainly  foresaw 
that  his  incensed  rival  woidd  see,  and  might 
be  apt  to  condemn  him,  upon  account  of  his 
youth  and  i)crson.  Full  of  that  thought,  she 
turned  to  the  young  merchant,  and  said, 
"Alas!  Ganem,  we  are  undone!  it  is  you 
and  I  that  are  sought  after."  He  presently 
looked  through  the  lattice,  and  was  seized 
with  dread  when  he  beheld  the  caliph's 
guards,  with  their  naked  scimitars,  and  the 
grand  vizier,  with  the  civil  magistrate,  at 
the  head  of  them.  At  that  sight  he  stood 
motionless,  and  had  not  power  to  utter  one 
word.  "Ganem,"  said  the  favoirritc,  "there 
is  no  time  to  be  lost ;  if  you  love  me,  put  on 
the  habit  of  one  of  your  slaves  immediately 
and  daub  yoiu-  face  and  arms  with  soot ; — 
then  put  some  of  these  dishes  on  your  head  ; 
you  may  be  taken  for  a  servant  belonging  to 
the  eating-house,  and  they  will  let  you  pass. 
If  they  haj^pen  to  ask  you  where  the  master 
of  the  house  is,  answer,  without  any  hesita- 
tion, that  he  is  within."  "Alas!  madam," 
answered  Ganem,  less  concerned  for  himself 
than  for  Fetuah,  "you  only  take  care  of  me 
— what  will  become  of  you  ?  "  "  Let  not 
that  trouble  you,"  replied  Fetnah ;  "it  is 
my  part  to  look  to  that.  As  for  what  you 
leave  in  this  house,  I  will  take  care  of  it, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  one  day  faithfully  re- 
stored to  you,  when  the  caliph's  auger  shall 


be  over ;  but  do  you  avoid  his  fuiy.  The 
orders  he  gives  in  the  heat  of  passion  are 
always  fatal."  The  young  merchant's  afflic- 
tion was  so  great,  that  he  knew  not  what 
coui-se  to  fix  upon,  and  would  certainly  have 
suffered  himself  to  have  been  seized  by  the 
caliph's  soldiers,  had  not  Fetnah  pressed 
him  to  disguise  himself.  He  submitted  to 
her  persuasions,  put  on  the  habit  of  a  slave, 
daubed  himself  with  soot ;  and  it  was  high, 
time,  for  they  were  knocking  at  the  door, 
and  all  they  coidd  do  was  to  embrace  each 
other  tenderly.  They  were  both  so  over- 
whelmed with  sorrow,  that  they  coidd  not 
utter  one  word.  Thus  they  parted.  Ganem 
went  out  with  some  dishes  on  his  head ;  he 
was  taken  for  the  servant  of  an  eating  house, 
and  nobody  offered  to  stoji  him.  On  the 
contrary,  the  grand  vizier,  wo  was  the  first 
that  met  him,  gave  way  and  let  him  pass, 
little  thinking  that  he  was  the  man  he 
looked  for.  Those  who  were  behind  the 
grand  vizier  made  way  as  he  had  done, 
and  thus  favoured  his  escape.  He  got 
speedily  to  one  of  the  city  gates,  and  so 
clear  away. 

AVhilst  he  was  making  the  best  of  his  way 
from  the  grand  vizier  Giafar,  that  minister 
came  into  the  room  where  Fetuah  was  sit- 
ting on  a  sofa,  and  where  thei-e  were  many 
chests  full  of  Ganem's  clothes,  and  of  the 
money  he  made  of  his  goods. 

As  soon  as  Fetuah  saw  the  grand  vizier 
come  into  the  room,  she  fell  flat  on  her  face, 
and  continuing  in  that  posture,  as  it  were, 
ready  to  receive  her  death,  "My  lord,"  said 
she,  "I  am  ready  to  undergo  the  sentence 
passed  against  me  by  the  commander  of  the 
believers ;  you  need  only  make  it  known  to 
mc."  "Madam,"  answered  Giafar,  falling 
also  down  till  she  had  raised  herself,  "God 
forbid  any  man  shoukl  presume  to  lay  pro- 
fane hands  on  you.  I  do  not  intend  to  offer 
you  the  least  harm.  I  have  no  farther  or- 
ders than  to  entreat  j'ou  AviU  be  pleased  to  go 
with  me  to  the  iialace,  and  to  conduct  you 
thither,  with  the  merchant  that  lives  in  this 
house."  "My  lord,"  replied  the  favourite, 
"let  us  go  ;  I  am  readj'^  to  follow  you.  As 
for  the  young  merchant,  to  whom  I  am  in- 
debted for  my  life,  he  is  not  here  ;  he  has 
been  gone  about  a  month  since  to  Damascus, 
whither  his  business  called  him,  and  he  has 
left  these  chests  you  see  under  my  care  till 
he  returns.  I  conjure  you  to  cause  them  to 
be  carried  to  the  palace,  and  order  them  to 
be  secured,  that  I  may  ^lorform  the  iiromise  I 
made  him  to  take  all  iiossible  care  of  them." 
"You  shall  be  obeyed,"  said  Giafar;  and 
immediately  sent  for  porters,  whom  he  com- 
manded to  take  up  the  chests,  and  carry 
them  to  Mesrour. 

As  soon  as  the  jiorters  were  gone,  he 
whispered  the  civil  magistrate,  committing 
to  Mm  the  care  of  seeing  the  house  razed, 
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but  first  to  cause  diligent  searcli  to  be  made 
for  Ganem,  wlio,  lie  suspected,  miglit  be  hid, 
notwitlistanding  -what  Fetnah  bad  told  him. 
Then  he  went  out,  taking  this  young  lady 
■with  him,  attended  by  the  two  slaves  that 
waited  on  her.  As  for  Ganem's  slaves,  they 
%vere  not  regarded ;  they  ran  in  among  the 
crowd,  and  it  was  not  known  what  became 
of  them. 

No  sooner  was  Giafar  out  of  the  house, 
than  the  masons  and  carpenters  l>egan  to 
raze  it,  and  did  their  business  so  eflectually, 
that,  in  a  few  hours,  none  of  it  remained. 
But  the  civil  magistrate,  not  finding  Gauem, 
after  the  strictest  search,  sent  to  acquaint 
the  grand  vizier  with  it,  before  that  minister 
reached  the  palace.  "Well,"  said  Haroun 
Alraschid,  seeing  him  come  into  his  closet, 
"have  j'ou  executed  my  orders?"  "Yes, 
sir,"  answered  Giafar;  "the  house  Ganem 
lived  in  is  levelled  with  the  ground,  and  I 
have  brought  you  your  favourite  Fetnah  ; 
she  is  at  your  closet  door,  and  I  will  call  her 
in,  if  you  command  me.  As  for  the  young 
merchant,  we  could  not  find  him,  though 
every  place  has  been  searched ;  and  Fetnah 
affirms,  that  he  has  been  gone  a  month  to 
Damascus." 

Xever  was  any  man  in  such  a  passion  as 
the  caliph,  when  he  heard  that  Ganem  had 
made  his  esca])e.  As  for  his  favourite,  being 
possessed  that  she  had  been  false  to  him,  he 
woiild  neither  see  nor  speak  to  her.  "  Mes- 
rour,"  said  he  to  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs, 
who  was  then  ])resent,  "take  the  ungrateful, 
the  perfidious  Fetnah,  and  go  shut  her  up  in 
the  dark  tower."  That  tower  was  within  the 
precinct  of  the  palace,  and  commonly  served 
as  a  prison  for  the  favourites  who  any  way 
offended  the  caliph. 

Mesrour  being  used  to  execute  his  sove- 
reign's orders,  though  never  so  unjust,  with- 
out making  any  answer,  obeyed  this  with 
some  reluctance.  He  signified  his  concern 
to  Fetnah,  who  was  the  more  grieved  at  it, 
because  she  had  reckoned  that  the  caliph 
would  not  refuse  to  speak  to  her.  .She  was 
obliged  to  submit  to  her  hard  fate,  and  to 
follow  ^Mesrour,  who  conducted  her  to  the 
dark  tower,  and  there  left  her. 

In  the  meantime,  the  enraged  caliph  dis- 
missed his  grand  vizier,  and,  only  hearken- 
ing to  his  passion,  writ  the  following  letter 
with  his  own  hand  to  the  king  of  Syria,  his 
cousin  and  tributary,  who  resided  at  Da- 
mascus : — 

The  Letter  from  the  Caliph  Haroun  Al- 
raschid to  Mohammed  Zinehi,  King  of 
Syria. 

"Cousin^, 
"This  letter  is  to  inform  you,  that  a  mer- 
chant of  Damascus,  whose  name  is  Ganem, 
the  son  of  Abou  Ayoub,  has  seduced  the 


most  amiable  of  my  women  slaves,  called 
Fetnah,  and  is  fled.  It  is  my  will,  that  when 
you  have  read  my  letter,  you  cause  search  to 
he  made  for  Ganem,  and  secure  him.  AVhen 
he  is  in  your  power,  you  shall  cause  him  to 
be  loaded  with  irons,  and,  for  three  days 
successively,  let  him  receive  fifty  strokes 
with  a  bull's  pizzle.  Then  let  him  be  led 
through  all  parts  of  the  city,  with  a  crier, 
crying,  'This  is  the  smallest  punishment  the 
commander  of  the  believers  inflicts  on  him 
that  offends  his  lord,  and  debauches  one  of 
his  slaves.'  After  that,  you  shall  send  him 
to  me  under  a  strong  guard.  It  is  my  wUl 
that  you  cause  his  house  to  be  plundered ; 
and  when  it  shall  be  razed,  order  the  mate- 
rials to  be  carried  out  of  the  city  into  the 
middle  of  the  plain.  Besides  this,  if  he  has 
father,  mother,  sister,  wives,  daiighters,  or 
other  kindred,  cause  them  to  be  stripjjcd; 
and  when  they  are  naked,  expose  them 
three  days  to  the  whole  city,  forbidding  any 
person,  on  pain  of  death,  to  afford  them  any 
shelter.  I  expect  you  will  without  delay 
execute  my  command. 

"Haroun  Aleasciiid." 

The  caliph  having  written  this  letter,  sent 
it  away  by  an  express,  ordering  him  to  make 
all  possiljle  speed,  and  to  take  pigeons  along 
with  him,  that  he  might  the  sooner  hear 
what  had  been  done  by  Mohammed  Zinebi. 

The  pigeons  of  Bagdad  have  this  pecu- 
liar quality,  that,  though  they  be  carried 
never  so  far,  they  return  to  Bagdad  as  soon 
as  they  are  turned  loose,  especially  when 
they  have  young  ones.  A  letter  rolled  up  is 
made  fast  under  their  wing,  and  by  that 
means,  advice  is  speedily  received  from  such 
places  as  it  is  desired. 

The  caliph's  courier  travelled  night  and 
day,  as  his  master's  impatience  required; 
and  being  come  to  Damascus,  went  directly 
to  king  Zinebi's  palace,  who  sat  upon  his 
throne  to  receive  the  caliph's  letter.  The 
courier  having  delivered  it,  Mohammed, 
looking  upon  it,  and  knowing  the  hand, 
stood  up  to  show  his  respect,  kissed  the  let- 
ter, and  laid  it  on  his  head,  to  denote  he  wa3 
ready  submissively  to  obey  the  orders  con- 
tained in  it.  He  opened  it,  and  having  read 
it,  immediately  descended  from  his  throne, 
and,  without  losing  time,  mounted  on  horse- 
back, with  the  priiicijial  ofiicers  of  his  house- 
hold. He  also  sent  for  the  ci\-il  magistrate, 
who  came  to  him ;  and  then  he  went  di- 
rectly to  Ganem's  house,  attended  by  all  his 
guards. 

That  young  merchant's  mother  had  never 
heard  or  received  any  letter  from  him  since 
he  left  Damascus;  but  the  other  merchants 
with  whom  he  went  to  Bagdad  were  re- 
turned, and  all  of  them  told  her  they  had 
left  her  son  in  perfect  health.  However, 
seeing  he  did  not  return  himself,  and  neg- 
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Iccting  to  write,  the  tender  mother  couhl  not 
but  be  persuaded  that  lie  was  dead,  and  was 
so  fully  convmccd  of  it  in  her  imagination, 
that  she  went  into  mourning.  She  Ijewailed 
Ganem  as  if  she  had  seen  him  die,  and  had 
herself  closed  his  eyes ;  never  mother  ex- 
pressed greater  sorrow  ;  and  so  far  was  she 
from  seeking  any  comfort,  that  she  delighted 
in  indulging  her  sorrow.  She  caused  a  dome 
to  be  built  in  the  middle  of  the  court  be- 
longing to  her  liouse,  in  which  she  placed  a 
figure  re])resenting  her  son,  and  covered  it 
with  black  cloth.  She  spent  the  greatest 
part  of  the  days  and  nights  in  weeping  under 
that  dome,  as  if  her  son  had  been  buried 
there  ;  the  beautiful  Alcolomb,  or  Kavisher 
of  Hearts,  her  daughter,  bore  her  company, 
and  mixed  her  tears  with  hers. 

It  was  now  some  time  since  they  had  thus 
devoted  themselves  to  sorrow,  and  since  the 
neighbourhood,  hearing  their  cries  and  la- 
mentations, pitied  such  tender  relations, 
when  king  Mohammed  Zinebi  knocked  at 
the  door,  which  being  opened  by  a  slave  be- 
longing to  the  family,  he  went  briskly  into' 
the  house,  inquiring  for  Ganem,  the  son  of 
Abou  Ayoub. 

Though  the  slave  had  never  seen  king 
Zinebi,  she  easily  guessed  by  his  retinue  that 
this  must  be  one  of  the  principal  officers  in 
Damascus.  "My  lord,"  said  she,  "that 
Ganem  you  inquire  for  is  dead  ;  my  mis- 
tress, his  mother,  is  in  that  monument  you 
see  there,  actually  lamenting  the  loss  of 
him."  The  king,  not  regarding  what  was 
said  by  the  slave,  caused  all  the  house  to  be 
diligently  searched  by  his  guards  for  Ganem. 
Then  he  advanced  towards  the  monument, 
where  he  saw  the  mother  and  daughter  sit- 
ting on  a  mat  by  the  figure  which  repre- 
sented Ganem,  and  their  faces  appeared  to 
him  bathed  in  tears.  These  poor  women 
immediately  veiled  themselves  as  soon  as 
they  beheld  a  man  at  the  door  of  the  dome  ; 
but  the  mother  knowing  the  king  of  Damas- 
cus, got  up,  and  ran  to  cast  herself  at 
his  feet.  "My  good  lady,"  said  he,  "I  was 
looking  for  your  son  Ganem;  is  he  here?" 
"Alas!  sir,"  cried  the  mother,  "it  is  a  long 
time  since  he  has  ceased  to  be  ;  would  to 
God  T  had  at  least  put  him  into  his  coffin 
■with  my  own  hands,  and  had  the  comfort  of 
having  his  bones  in  this  monument !  0  my 
son,  my  dear  son  ! "  She  would  have  said 
more,  but  was  oppressed  with  so  violent 
sorrow,  that  she  was  not  able. 

Zinebi  was  moved,  for  he  was  a  jirince  of 
a  mild  nature,  and  had  iniich  compassion  for 
the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate.  "If  Ga- 
nem alone  is  guilty,"  thought  he  to  himself, 
"  why  should  the  motheT  and  the  daughter, 
who  are  innocent,  be  punished  ?  Ah ! 
cruel  Haroun  Alraschid !  what  a  mortifica- 
tion do  you  put  upon  me,  in  making  me  the 
executioner  of  your  vengeance,  obliging  me 


to  persecute  persons  who  have  not  otiended 
you  ! " 

The  guards  whom  the  king  had  ordered 
to  search  for  Ganem,  came  and  told  him 
their  search  was  without  any  success.  He 
was  fully  convinced  of  this — the  tears  of 
those  two  women  would  not  leave  him  any 
room  to  doubt.  It  distracted  him  to  be  ob- 
liged to  execute  the  caliph's  order.  "My 
good  lady,"  said  he  to  Ganem's  mother, 
"come  out  of  this  momiment  with  your 
daughter  ;  it  is  no  place  of  safety  for  you." 
They  went  out,  and  he,  to  secure  them 
against  any  insult,  took  off  his  own  robe, 
which  was  very  large,  and  covered  them 
both  with  it,  bidding  them  keep  close  to 
him.  Then  he  ordered  the  populace  to  be 
let  in  to  plunder,  which  was  performed  with 
the  utmost  rapaciousness,  and  with  shouts, 
which  terrified  Ganem's  mother  and  sister 
the  more,  because  they  knew  not  the  reason 
of  it.  The  rabble  carried  off  the  richest 
goods,  chests  full  of  wealth,  fine  Persian  and 
Indian  carpets,  cushions  covered  with  cloth 
of  gold  and  silver,  fine  china  ware;  in  short, 
all  was  taken  away  ;  nothing  was  left  but 
the  bare  walls  of  the  house  ;  and  it  was  a 
dismal  spectacle  for  the  unhappy  ladies,  to 
see  all  their  goods  plundered,  without  know- 
ing why  they  were  so  crxielly  treated. 

When  the  house  w^as  plundered,  Moham- 
med ordered  the  civil  magistrate  to  raze  the 
house  and  monument ;  and  while  that  was 
doing,  he  carried  away  Alcolomb  and  her 
mother  to  his  palace.  There  it  was  he  re- 
doubled their  afiliction,  acquainting  them 
with  the  caliph's  will.  "He  commands  me," 
said  he  to  them,  "to  cause  you  to  be  stripped, 
and  exposed  stark  naked  for  three  days  to 
the  view  of  the  people.  It  is  with  the  ut- 
most reluctance  that  I  execute  that  cruel  and 
ignominious  sentence."  The  king  delivered 
those  w^ords  with  such  an  air,  as  plainly 
made  it  appear  his  heart  was  really  pierced 
with  grief  and  compassion.  Though  the 
fear  of  being  dethroned  prevented  his  fol- 
lowing the  dictates  of  his  pity,  yet  he  in  some 
measure  moderated  the  rigour  of  Haroun 
Alraschid's  orders,  causing  large  shifts, 
without  sleeves,  to  be  made  of  coarse  horse- 
hair for  Ganem's  mother  and  his  sister  Al- 
colomb. 

The  next  day,  these  two  victims  of  the 
caliph's  rage  were  stripped  of  their  clothes, 
and  their  horse -hair  shifts  put  upon  them  ; 
their  head-dress  was  also  taken  away,  so 
that  their  dishevelled  hair  himg  floating  on 
their  backs.  Alcolomb  had  the  finest  hair 
in  the  world,  and  it  hung  down  to  the 
ground.  In  that  condition  they  were  ex- 
posed to  the  people.  The  civil  magistrate, 
attended  by  his  officers,  were  along  with 
them,  and  they  were  conducted  through  the 
city.  A  crier  went  before  them,  who  every 
now  and  then  cried,  "This  is  the  punishment 
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due  to  those  who  have  drawn  on  themselves      the  streets  of  Damascus,  with  their  arms  and 

the  indignation  of  the  commander  of  the   I  feet  naked,  clad  in  such  a  strange  garment, 

believers."  and   endeavouring   to  hide  their  confusion 

Whilst  they  walked  in  this  manner  along      under  their  hair,  with  which  they  covered 


their  faces,  all  the  people  were  dissolved  in 
tears ;  more  especially  the  ladies,  looking  on 
them  as  innocent  persons,  through  their  lat- 
tice-windows, and  being  particidarly  moved 
by  Alcolomb's  youth  and  beauty,  made  the 
air  ring  with  their  dreadful  shrieks  as  they 
passed  before  their  houses.  The  very  child- 
ren, frightened  at  those  shrieks,  and  at  the 
spectacle  that  occasioned  them,  mixed  their 
cries  with  that  general  lamentation,  and 
added  new  horror  to  it.  In  short,  had  an 
enemy  been  in  Damascus,  putting  all  to  tire 
and  sword,  the  consternation  could  not  have 
been  greater. 

It  was  near  night  when  that  dismal  scene 
concluded.  The  mother  and  daughter  were 
both  conducted  back  to  king  Mohammed's 
palace.  Not  being  used  to  walk  bare-foot, 
they  were  so  spent,  that  they  lay  a  long  time 
in  a  swoon.  The  ipieen  of  Damascus,  highly 
afflicted  at  their  misfortune,  notwithstand- 
ing the  caliph's  prohibition  to  relieve  them, 
sent  some  of  her  women  to  comfort  them, 
with  all  sorts  of  refreshments  and  wine  to 
recover  their  spirits. 

The  queen's  women  fomid  them  still  in  a 
swoon,  and  almost  past  receiving  any  benefit 
by  what  they  offered  them.  However,  with 
much  difficulty,  they  were  brought  to  them- 
selves. Ganem's  mother  immediately  re- 
turned them  thanks  for  their  courtesy.  ' '  My 
good  lady,"  said  one  of  the  queen's  ladies  to 
her,  "we  are  highly  concerned  at  your  afflic- 
tion, and  the  queen  of  Syria,  our  mistress, 
has  done  us  a  favon^  in  employing  us  to  assist 
you.  We  can  assure  you,  that  princess  is 
much  afflicted  at  your  misfortunes,  as  well 
as  the  king  her  consort."  Ganem's  mother 
entreated  the  queen's  women  to  return  her 
majesty  a  thousand  thanks  from  her  and  her 


daughter  Alcolomb  ;  and  then  directing  her 
discourse  to  the  lady  that  spoke  to  her, 
"Madam,"  said  she  to  her,  "the  king  has 
not  told  me  why  the  chief  of  the  believers 
inflicts  so  many  outrages  on  ns ;  pray  be 
pleased  to  tell  us  what  crimes  %ve  have  been 
guilty  of."  "  My  good  lady,"  answered  the 
other,  "the  origin  of  your  misfortunes  pro- 
ceeds from  your  son  Ganem.  Ho  is  not  dead, 
as  you  imagine.  He  is  accused  of  having 
stolen  the  beautiful  Fetnah,  the  best  beloved 
of  all  the  king's  favourites ;  and  he  having, 
by  timely  flight,  withdrawn  himself  from 
that  jjrince's  indignation,  the  punishment  is 
fallen  on  you.  All  the  world  condemns  the 
caliph's  resentment,  but  all  the  world  fears 
him  ;  and  you  see  king  Zinebi  himself  dares 
not  resist  his  orders,  for  fear  of  incurring 
his  dis2)leasure.  All  we  can  do  is  to  pity 
you,  and  exhort  you  to  have  patience." 

"I  know  my  son,"  answered  Ganem's 
mother;  "I  have  educated  him  A'cry  care- 
fully, and  in  that  respect  which  is  due  to 
the  commander  of  the  believers.  He  has 
not  committed  the  crime  he  is  accused  of  : 
I  dare  answer  for  his  innocence.  But  I  wiU 
give  over  murmuring  and  complaining,  since 
it  is  for  him  that  I  suffer,  and  he  is  not  dead. 
0  Ganem  ! "  added  she,  in  a  transport  of  love 
and  joy,  "my  dear  son  Ganem !  is  it  possible 
that  you  are  still  alive  ?  I  am  no  longer  con- 
cerned for  the  loss  of  my  goods ;  and  how 
extravagant  soever  the  caliph's  orders  may 
be,  I  forgive  him  all  the  severity  of  them, 
provided  Heaven  has  preserved  my  son.  I 
am  only  concerned  for  my  daughter ;  her 
sufferings  alone  afflict  me  :  yet  I  believe  her 
to  be  so  good  a  sister  as  to  follow  my  ex- 
ample." 

At  hearing  these  words,  Alcolomb,  who, 
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till  then,  had  appeared  insensible,  turned  to 
her  mother,  and  clasping  her  arms  about 
her  neck,  "Yes,  dear  mother,"  said  she  "  I 
Avill  always  foUow  your  example,  -whatever 
extremity  your  love  for  my  brother  brings 
you  to." 

The  mother  and  daughter  thus  intei-- 
changing  their  sighs  and  tears,  continued  a 
considerable  time  in  such  moving  embraces. 
In  the  meantime  the  queen's  women,  who 
were  much  moved  at  that  spectacle,  omitted 
no  i)ersuasions  to  prevail  with  Ganem's 
mother  to  take  some  sustenance.  She  ate 
a  morsel  out  of  complaisance,  and  Alcolomb 
did  the  like. 

The  caliph  having  ordered  that  Ganem's 
kindred  should  be  exposed  three  days  suc- 
cessively to  the  sight  of  the  people,  in  the 
condition  ah-eady  mentioned,  Alcolomb  and 
her  mother  afforded  the  same  spectacle  the 
second  time  next  day,  from  morning  till 
night.  But  that  day  and  the  following, 
things  did  not  pass  after  the  same  manner  : 
the  streets,  which  at  lirst  had  been  fidl  of 
peojjle,  were  now  quite  empty.  All  the 
merchants,  incensed  at  the  ill  usage  of  Abou 
Ayonb's  widow  and  daughter,  shut  up  their 
shops,  and  kept  themselves  close  witliin 
their  houses.  The  ladies,  instead  of  looking 
through  their  lattice  windows,  withdrew 
into  the  back  parts  of  their  houses.  There 
was  not  a  soid  to  be  seen  in  the  public 
places  those  unfortunate  women  were  car- 
ried through.  It  looked  as  if  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Damascus  had  abandoned  their  city. 

On  the  fourth  day,  king  ilohammed 
Zinebi,  who  was  resolved  punctually  to 
obey  the  caliph's  orders,  though  he  did  not 
a])prove  of  them,  sent  criers  into  all  quarters 
of  the  city  to  make  proclamation,  strictly 
forbidding  all  the  inhabitants  of  Damascus, 
and  strangers,  of  what  condition  soever, 
\ipon  pain  of  death,  and  having  their  bodies 
cast  to  the  dogs  to  be  devoured,  to  receive 
Ganem's  mother  and  sister  into  their  houses, 
or  to  give  them  a  morsel  of  bread  or  a  drop 
of  water,  and,  in  a  word,  to  afford  them  the 
least  support,  or  hold  the  least  correspon- 
dence with  them. 

When  the  criers  had  performed  what  the 
king  had  enjoined  them,  that  prince  ordered 
the  mother  and  the  daughter  to  be  turned 
out  of  the  palace,  and  left  to  their  choice  to 
go  where  they  thought  fit.  As  soon  as  they 
appeared,  aU  persons  fled  from  them,  so 
great  an  impression  had  the  late  prohibition 
made  upon  them  all.  They  easily  perceived 
that  everybody  shunned  them ;  but  not 
knowing  the  reason  of  it,  were  much  sur- 
prised ;  and  their  amazement  was  the  greater, 
when  coming  into  any  street,  or  among 
many  persons,  they  recollected  some  of  their 
best  friends,  who  presently  vanished  with 
as  much  haste  as  the  rest.  "What  is  the 
meaning   of  this  ? "  said  Ganem's  mother  : 


"  do  we  carry  the  plague  about  iis  ?  Must 
the  unjust  and  barbarous  usage  we  have  re- 
ceived render  us  odious  to  our  fellow-citi- 
zens ?  Come,  my  child,"  added  she,  "let 
us  depart  from  Damascus  with  all  speed ; 
let  us  not  stay  any  longer  in  a  city  where 
we  are  become  frightfiU  to  our  very 
friends."  | 

The  two  wi-etched  ladies,  discoursing  j 
after  this  manner,  came  to  one  of  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  city,  and  retired  to  a  ruined 
house,  there  to  pass  the  night.  Thither 
some  Mussulmen,  out  of  charity  and  com- 
passion, resorted  to  them  after  the  day  was 
shut  in.  They  carried  them  provisions,  but 
durst  not  stay  to  comfort  them,  for  fear  of 
being  discovered,  and  punished  for  disobey- 
ing the  calii)h's  orders. 

In  the  meantime  king  Zinebi  had  let  fly 
a  pigeon  to  give  Haroun  Alraschid  an  ac- 
count of  his  exact  obedience.  He  informed 
him  of  all  that  had  been  done,  and  conjured 
him  to  direct  what  he  woidd  have  done  with 
Ganem's  mother  and  sister.  He  soon  re- 
ceived the  caliph's  answer  the  same  way, 
which  was,  that  he  banish  them  from 
Damascus  for  ever.  Immediately  the  king 
of  Syria  sent  men  to  the  old  house,  with 
orders  to  take  the  mother  and  daughter, 
and  to  conduct  them  three  days'  journey 
from  Damascus,  and  there  to  leave  them, 
forbidding  them  ever  to  return  to  the  city. 

Zinebi's  men  executed  their  commission, 
but  being  less  exact  than  their  master,  in  the 
strict  performance  of  every  tittle  of  Haroun 
Alraschid's  orders,  they  in  pity  gave  Alco- 
lomb and  her  mother  some  small  ijieces  of 
money  to  buy  them  some  subsistence,  and 
each  of  them  a  bag,  which  they  hung  about 
their  necks,  to  carry  their  provisions. 

In  this  miserable  condition  they  came  to 
the  first  -s-illage.  The  peasants'  wives  flocked 
about  them,  and  as  it  appeared  through  their 
disguise  that  they  were  people  of  some  fa- 
shion, they  asked  them  what  was  the  oc- 
casion of  their  travelling  after  that  manner, 
in  a  habit  that  did  not  seem  to  belong  to 
them.  Instead  of  answering  the  question 
put  to  them,  they  fell  to  Aveeping,  which 
only  served  to  heighten  the  curiosity  of  the 
peasants,  and  to  move  their  compassion. 
Ganem's  mother  told  them  what  she  and 
her  daughter  had  endured;  at  which  the 
good  countrywomen  were  sensibly  afflicted, 
and  endeavoured  to  comfort  them.  They 
treated  them  as  well  as  their  poverty  would 
permit,  took  off  their  horse-hair  shifts,  which 
were  very  uneasy  to  them,  and  put  on  them 
others  which  they  gave  them,  with  shoes, 
and  something  to  cover  their  heads,  and 
save  their  hair. 

Having  expressed  their  gratitude  to  those  ' 
charitable  women,  Alcolomb  and  her  mother 
departed    from    that    village,    taking    short 
journeys   towards   Aleppo.     They  used   at 
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iiiLrht  to  retire  near  or  into  the  mosques, 
where  tliey  passed  the  nir^ht  on  the  mat,  if 
there  was  any,  or  else  on  the  bare  pavement; 
and  sometimes  put  iqi  in  the  pxibHc  places 
appointed  for  the  use  of  travellers.  As  for 
sustenance,  they  did  not  want  it,  for  they 
often  came  to  places  where  bread,  boiled 
rice,  and  other  provisions,  are  distributed  to 
all  travellers  who  desire  it. 

At  length  they  came  to  Aleppo,  but 
would  not  stay  there,  and  continuing  their 
journey  towards  the  Euphrates,  crossed  that 
river,  and  entered  into  IMcsopotamia,  wliich 
they  traversed  as  far  as  Moussoul.  Thence, 
notwithstanding  all  they  had  endured,  they 
proceeded  to  Bagdad.  Tliat  was  the  place 
they  had  fixed  their  thoughts  upon,  hoping 
to  find  Ganem  there,  though  they  ought  not 
to  have  fancied  that  he  was  in  the  city 
where  the  caliph  resided  :  but  they  hoped, 
because  they  wished  it ;  their  affection  for 
him  increasing  instead  of  diminishing,  in 
spite  of  their  misfortimes.  Their  conversa- 
tion was  generally  about  him,  and  they  in- 
quired for  him  of  all  they  met.  But  let  us 
leave  Alcolomb  and  her  mother,  and  retm-n 
to  Fetnah. 

She  was  still  confined  close  in  the  dark 
tower,  ever  since  the  day  that  had  been  so 
fatal  to  Ganem  and  her.  However,  as  dis- 
agreeable as  her  i)rison  was  to  her,  it  was 
much  less  grievous  than  the  thoughts  of 
Ganem's  misfortune,  the  imcertainty  of 
whose  fate  was  a  killing  affliction  to  her. 
There  was  scarce  a  moment  iu  which  she  did 
not  lament  him. 

The  caliph  was  accustomed  to  walk  fre- 
quently at  night,  within  the  enclosure  of  his 
palace,  for  he  was  the  most  inquisitive  prince 
in  the  world,  and  sometimes  by  those  ninlit- 
walks,  he  came  to  the  knowledge  of  things 
that  happened  in  his  palace,  which  would 
otherwise  never  have  come  to  his  ear  :  one 
of  those  nights,  in  his  walk,  he  happened  to 
l)ass  by  the  dark  tower,  and  fancying  he 
heard  somebody  talk,  he  sto]>ped,  and  drew 
near  the  door  to  listen,  and  distinctly  heard 
these  words,  which  Fetnah,  whose  thoughts 
were  always  on  Ganem,  uttered  with  a  loud 
voice  :  "0  Ganem,  too  iinfortunate  Ganem ! 
where  are  you  at  this  time?  whither  has  thy 
cruel  fate  led  thee  ?  Alas  !  it  is  I  that  have 
made  you  wretched  !  Why  did  you  not  let 
me  perish  miserably  rather  than  afford  me 
your  generous  relief  ?  What  melancholy  re- 
ward have  you  received  for  your  care  and 
respect!  The  commander  of  the  faithfid, 
who  ought  to  have  rewarded,  persecutes 
you;  and  in  return  for  havmg  always  re- 
garded me  as  a  jierson  reserved  for  his  bed, 
you  lose  all  your  goods,  and  are  oljliged  to 
seek  for  safety  in  flight.  0  caliph,  barbar- 
ous caliph,  what  will  j'ou  say  for  yourself, 
when  you  shall  appear  with  (J  ancm  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  Supreme  Judge,  and  the 


angels  shall  testify  the  truth  before  your 
face  ?  All  the  power  you  are  now  invested 
with,  and  which  makes  almost  the  whole 
world  tremble,  will  not  prevent  your  being 
condemned  and  punished  for  your  violent 
and  unjust  proceedings."  Here  Fetnah 
ceased  her  complaints,  her  sighs  and  tears 
putting  a  stop  to  her  utterance. 

This  was  enough  to  make  the  caliph  re- 
flect. He  plainly  perceived,  that  if  what  he 
heard  was  true,  his  favourite  must  be  inno- 
cent, and  that  he  had  been  too  hasty  in  giv- 
ing such  orders  against  Ganem  and  his 
family.  Being  resolved  to  be  rightly  in- 
formed in  an  affair  which  so  nearly  con- 
cerned him  in  point  of  equity,  on  which  he 
valued  himself,  he  immediately  returned  to 
his  apartment,  and  that  moment  ordered 
Mesrour  to  repair  to  the  dark  tower,  and 
bring  Fetnah  to  him. 

By  this  command,  and  much  more  by  the 
caliph's  manner  of  speaking,  the  chief  of 
the  eunuchs  giiessed  that  his  master  de- 
signed to  pardon  his  favourite,  and  take  her 
to  him  again.  He  was  overjoyed  at  it,  for 
he  loved  Fetnah,  and  had  been  much  con- 
cerned at  her  disgrace  ;  and  therefore  flying 
instantly  to  the  tower,  "jNIadam,"  said  he  to 
the  favourite,  with  such  an  air  as  expressed 
his  satisfaction,  "be  pleased  to  follow  me;  I 
hope  you  will  never  more  return  to  this  vile 
dark  tower  ;  the  commander  of  the  faithful 
wishes  to  speak  with  you,  and  I  draw  from 
it  a  happy  omen." 

Fetnah  followed  Mesrour,  who  conducted 
her  into  the  caliph's  closet.  She  prostrated 
herself  before  that  prince,  and  so  continued, 
her  face  bathed  in  tears.  "  Fetnah,"  said 
the  caliph,  without  bidding  her  rise,  "  I  think 
you  charge  me  with  violence  and  injustice. 
Who  is  he  that,  notwithstanding  the  regard 
and  respect  he  had  for  me,  is  in  a  miserable 
condition  ?  Speak  freely  ;  you  know  the 
natural  goodness  of  my  disposition,  and  that 
I  love  to  do  justice." 

By  these  words  the  favourite  saw  plainly 
that  the  caliph  had  heard  what  she  had  said  ; 
and  laying  hold  on  so  favoural>le  an  ojipor- 
tunity  to  clear  her  dear  Ganem,  "  Com- 
mander of  the  true  believers,"  said  she,  "  if 
I  have  let  fall  any  word  that  is  not  agreeable 
to  your  majest3%  I  most  humbly  beseech  you 
to  forgive  me  ;  but  he  whose  innocence  and 
wretched  state  j-ou  desire  to  be  informed  of, 
is  Ganem,  the  imhappy  son  of  Abou  Ayoub, 
merchant  of  Damascus.  He  is  the  man  that 
saved  my  life,  and  afforded  me  a  safe  sanc- 
tuary in  his  house.  I  must  own,  that  from 
the  first  moment  he  saw  me,  he  jierhaps  de- 
signed to  devote  himself  to  me,  and  coq- 
ceived  hopes  of  engaging  me  to  admit  his 
services.  I  guessed  at  this  by  the  eagei-ness 
he  shewed  in  entertaining  me,  and  doing 
me  all  the  good  ofiices  which  I  wanted 
under  the  circumstances  I  was  then  in ;  but 
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as  soon  as  ho  heard  that  I  had  the  honour  to 
belong  to  yon,  '  Ah  madam,'  said  he,  '  that 
which  belongs  to  the  master  is  forbidden  to 
the  slave.'  Erom  that  moment,  I  owe  this 
justice  to  his  virtue ;  his  behaviour  was  al- 
ways suitable  to  his  words.  However,  you, 
commander  of  the  true  believers,  well  know 
with  what  rigour  you  have  treated  him,  and 
you  will  answer  for  it  before  the  tribunal  of 
God." 

The  caliph  was  not  displeased  with  Fetnah 
for  the  freedom  of  those  words.  "  But  may 
I,"  answered  he,  "rely  on  the  assurance  you 
give  me  of  Ganem's  virtue?  "  '-Yes,"  rc- 
lilied  Fetnah,  "  you  may.  I  woidd  not  for 
the  world  conceal  the  truth  from  you  ;  and 
to  prove  to  you  that  I  am  sincere,  I  must 
mak^  a  confession  to  you,  which  perhaps 
may  displease  you  ;  but  I  beg  jDardon  of 
your  niaj  csty  beforehand. "  ' '  S^jeak,  daugh- 
ter," said  Haroun  Alraschid  ;  "  I  forgive  you 
all,  pro\-ided  you  conceal  nothing  from  me." 
"Well,  then,"  replied  Fetnah,  "let  me  in- 
form you  tliat  Ganem's  respectful  behaviour, 
joined  to  all  the  good  oiiices  he  did  me, 
gained  him  my  esteem.  I  went  further  yet : 
you  know  the  tyranny  of  love.  I  felt  some 
tender  inclination  rising  in  my  breast.  He 
perceived  it,  but  far  from  availing  himself  of 
my  frailty,  and  notwithstanding  the  flame 
which  consumed  him,  he  still  remained 
steady  in  his  duty ;  and  all  that  his  passion 
could  force  from  hinl  was  those  words  I 
have  already  told  yoiu-  majesty,  '  That 
which  belongs  to  the  master  is  forbidden  to 
the  slave.' " 

This  ingenuous  confession  might  have  pro- 
voked any  other  man  than  the  caliph  ;  but  it 
completely  ajipeased  that  prince.  He  com- 
manded her  to  rise,  and  making  her  sit  by 
him,  "  Tell  me  your  story,"  said  he,  "  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end."  She  did  so  with 
much  art  and  spirit,  passing  slightly  over 
what  regarded  Zobeide,  and  enlarging  on  the 
obligation  she  owed  to  Ganem  ;  the  expense 
he  had  been  at  for  her ;  and  above  all,  she 
highly  extolled  his  discretion,  endeavouring 
by  that  means  to  make  the  caliph  sensil)le 
that  she  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
maining concealed  in  Ganem's  house  to  de- 
ceive Zobeide.  She  concluded  with  the 
yoimg  merchant's  escape,  which  she  plainly 
told  the  caliph  she  had  compelled  him  to, 
that  he  might  avoid  his  indignation. 

When  she  had  done  speaking,  that  prince 
said  to  her,  "I  believe  all  you  have  told 
me  ;  but  why  was  it  so  long  before  you  let 
me  hear  from  you  ?  Was  there  any  need  of 
staying  a  whole  month  after  my  return,  be- 
fore you  sent  me  word  where  you  were  ?  " 
"Commander  of  the  true  believers,"  an- 
swered Fetnah,  "  Ganem  went  abroad  so 
very  seldom,  that  you  need  not  wonder  wo 
were  not  the  first  that  heard  of  your  return. 
Besides  that,  Ganem,  who  took  upon  him  to 


deliver  the  letter  I  wrote  to  Nouron  Nihar, 
was  a  long  time  before  he  coidd  lind  an  op- 
portunity of  putting  it  into  her  own  hands." 

"It  is  enough,  Fetnah,"  replied  the 
caliph;  "I  acknowledge  my  faidt,  and 
would  willingly  make  amends  for  it,  by 
heaping  favours  on  that  young  merchant  of 
Damascus.  Consider,  therefore,  what  I  can 
do  for  him.  Ask  what  you  think  fit,  and  I 
Avill  grant  it."  Hereupon  the  favourite  fell 
down  at  the  caliph's  feet,  with  her  face  to 
the  ground  ;  and  rising  again,  said,  "Com- 
mander of  the  true  believers,  after  returning 
your  majesty  thanks  for  Ganem,  I  most 
humbly  entreat  you  to  cause  it  to  be  pub- 
lished throughout  your  dominions,  that  you 
pardon  the  son  of  Abou  Ayoub,  and  that  he 
may  safely  come  to  you."  "  I  will  do  more," 
rejoined  that  prince;  "  in  requital  for  hav- 
ing saved  your  life,  and  the  respect  he  has 
shewn  for  me,  to  make  amends  for  the  loss 
of  his  goods,  and,  in  short,  to  repair  the 
wrong  I  have  done  to  his  family,  I  give  him 
to  you  for  a  husband."  Fetnah  had  no 
words  expressive  enough  to  thank  the  calijA 
for  his  generosity :  she  then  withdrew  into 
the  apartment  she  had  occupied  before  her 
melancholy  adventure.  The  same  furnitm-e 
Avas  still  in  it ;  nothing  had  been  removed  : 
biit  that  which  pleased  her  most  was  to  find 
there  Ganem's  chests  and  packs,  which  Mes- 
rour  had  taken  care  to  convey  thither. 

The  next  day  Haroun  Alraschid  ordered 
the  grand  vizier  to  cause  proclamation  to  be 
made  throughout  all  his  dominions,  that  he 
pardoned  Ganem,  the  son  of  Abou  Ayoub  ; 
but  this  proved  of  no  effect,  for  a  long  time 
elapsed  without  any  news  of  that  young 
merchant.  Fetnah  concluded,  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  sm-vive  the  pain  of  losing 
her.  A  dreadful  uneasiness  seized  her  mind ; 
but  as  hojjc  is  the  last  thing  which  forsakes 
lovers,  she  entreated  the  caliph  to  give  her 
leave  to  seek  for  Ganem  hei-self ;  Avhich  be- 
ing granted,  she  took  a  purse  with  a  thou- 
saiid  pieces  of  gold  out  of  her  casket,  and 
went  one  morning.out  of  the  palace,  mounted 
on  a  mule  she  had  out  of  the  caliph's  stables, 
very  richly  accoutred.  Black  eunuchs  at- 
tended her,  with  their  hands  on  each  side 
upon  the  mule's  rump. 

Thus  she  went  from  mosque  to  mosque, 
bestowing  her  alms  among  the  devotees  of 
the  INIohammedan  religion,  desiring  their 
prayers  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  affair 
on  which  the  happiness  of  two  persons,  she 
told  them,  depended.  She  spent  the  whole 
day  and  the  thousand  jjieces  of  gold  in  giv- 
ing alms  at  the  mosqiies,  and  returned  to 
the  palace  in  the  evening. 

The  next  day  she  took  another  purse  of 
the  same  value,  and,  in  the  like  equipage  as 
the  day  before,  went  to  the  place  where  all 
the  jewellers'  shops  were,  and  stopping  at 
the  door  without  alighting,  sent  one  of  her 
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black  eunuchs  for  the  syndic  or  chief  of  them. 
That  syndic,  who  was  a  most  charitable  man, 
and  spent  above  two-thirds  of  his  income  in 
relieving  poor  strangers,  whether  they  hap- 
pened to  be  sick  or  in  distress,  did  not  make 
Fetnah  wait,  knowing  by  her  dress  that  she 
was  a  lady  belonging  to  the  palace.  "  I  ap- 
jjly  myself  to  you,"  said  she,  putting  the 
purse  into  his  hands,  "as  a  person  whose 
jiiety  is  cried  up  throughout  the  city.  I  de- 
sire you  to  distribute  that  gold  among  the 
poor  strangers  you  relieve  ;  for  I  know  you 
make  it  your  business  to  assist  poor  stran- 
gers who  apply  to  your  charity.  I  am  also 
satisfied  that  you  prevent  their  wants,  and 
that  nothing  is  more  agreeable  to  you  than 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  relieving  their 
miser}'."  "Madam,"  answered  the  syndic, 
"  I  shall  obey  your  commands  with  jolea- 
sure  ;  but  if  you  desire  to  exercise  your  cha- 
rity in  person,  and  will  be  pleased  to  step  to 
my  house,  j'ou  will  there  see  two  women 
worthy  of  your  compassion :  I  met  them 
yesterday  as  they  Avere  coming  into  the  city ; 
they  were  in  a  deploraltle  condition,  and  it 
moved  me  the  more,  because  I  thought  they 
were  persons  of  rank.  Through  aU  the  rags 
that  covered  them,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
jn-ession  the  sun  has  made  on  their  faces,  I 
discovered  a  noble  air,  not  to  be  commonly 
found  in  those  poor  people  I  relieve.  I  car- 
ried them  both  to  my  house,  and  delivered 
them  to  my  wife,  who  was  of  the  same 
opinion  Avith  me.  She  caused  her  slaves  to 
provide  them  good  beds,  whilst  she  herself 
washed  their  faces,  and  gave  them  clean 
linen.  We  know  not  as  yet  who  they  are, 
because  we  wish  to  let  them  take  some  rest 
before  we  trouble  them  with  our  questions." 

Fetnah,  without  knowing  why,  felt  a 
curiosity  to  see  tljem.  The  syndic  would 
have  conducted  her  to  his  house,  but  she 
would  not  give  him  the  trouble,  and  was 
satisfied  that  a  slave  of  his  should  shew  her 
the  way.  She  alighted  at  the  door,  and  fol- 
lowed the  syndic's  slave,  who  was  gone  be- 
fore to  give  notice  to  his  mistress,  she  beuig 
then  in  the  chamber  \vith  Alcolomb  and  her 
mother;  for  they  were  the  persons  the  syndic 
had  been  sjieaking  of  to  Fetnah. 

The  syndic's  wife,  being  informed  by  the 
slave  that  a  lady  from  the  palace  was  in  her 
house,  was  going  out  of  the  room  to  meet 
her;  but  Fetnah,  who  had  followed  the  slave 
close,  did  not  give  her  time  :  and  coming 
into  the  chamber,  the  syndic's  -wife  ^jrostrated 
herself  before  her,  to  express  the  respect  she 
had  for  all  that  belonged  to  the  caliph. 
Fetnah  took  her  up,  and  said,  "  My  good 
lady,  I  desire  you  will  let  me  speak  with 
those  two  strangers  that  arrived  at  Bagdad 
last  night."  "  Madam,"  answered  the  syn- 
dic's wife,  "  they  lie  in  those  two  little  beds 
you  see  close  by  each  other."  The  favourite 
immediately  drew  near  the  mother's,  and 


viewing  her  carefully,  "  Good  woman,"  said 
she,  "  I  come  to  offer  you  my  assistance  :  I 
have  a  considerable  interest  in  this  city,  and 
may  be  of  service  to  you  and  your  com- 
panion." "  Madam,"  answered  Ganem's 
mother,  "  I  perceive  by  your  obliging  offers 
that  Heaven  has  not  quite  forsaken  us, 
though  we  had  cause  to  believe  it,  after  so 
many  misfortunes  as  have  befallen  us." 
Having  uttered  these  words,  she  wept  so 
bitterly  that  Fetnah  and  the  syndic's  wife 
could  not  forbear  letting  fall  some  tears. 

The  caliph's  favourite  having  dried  up 
hers,  said  to  Ganem's  mother,  "Be  so  kind 
as  to  teU  us  your  misfortunes,  and  recount 
your  story.  You  cannot  give  the  relation 
to  any  persons  better  disposed  than  we  are 
to  use  aU  possible  means  to  comfort  you." 
"  Madam,"  replied  Abou  Ayoub's  disconso- 
late Avidow,  "  a  favoiu'ite  of  the  commander 
of  the  true  believers,  a  lady  whose  name  is 
Fetnah,  is  the  occasion  of  aU  our  misfor- 
tunes." These  Avords  were  like  a  thunder- 
bolt to  the  favoiu-ite ;  but  suppressing  her 
agitation  and  concern,  she  suffered  Ganem's 
mother  to  proceed  in  the  following  manner : 
— "  I  am  the  widow  of  Abou  Ayoub,  a  mer- 
chant of  Damascus :  I  had  a  son  called 
Ganem,  who,  coming  to  trade  at  Bagdad, 
has  been  accused  of  having  carried  oti'  that 
Fetnah.  The  caliph  has  caused  search  to  be 
made  for  him  everyAvhere,  to  put  him  to 
death  ;  and  not  finding  him,  has  AVi'itten  to 
the  king  of  Damascus,  to  cause  our  house  to 
be  plundered  and  razed,  and  to  expose  my 
daughter  and  me  three  days  successively 
stark-naked  to  the  populace,  and  then  to 
banish  lis  out  of  Syria  for  CA'er.  But  how 
unworthy  socA^er  our  iisage  has  been,  I  should 
still  be  comforted,  were  my  son  alive,  and  I 
could  meet  with  him.  What  a  pleasure 
Avould  it  be  for  his  sister  and  me  to  see  him 
again  !  Embracing  him,  we  should  forget 
the  loss  of  our  goods,  and  all  the  evils  Ave 
haA'e  suffered  for  him.  Alas !  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded he  is  only  the  innocent  cause  of  them, 
and  that  he  is  no  more  guilty  toAvards  the 
caliph  than  his  sister  and  I." 

"No  doubt  of  it,"  said  Fetnah  interrupt- 
ing her  there,  "he  is  no  more  guilty  than 
you  are  :  I  can  assui-e  you  of  his  innocence ; 
for  I  am  that  very  Fetnah  you  so  much  com- 
])lain  of ;  Avho,  through  some  fatality  in  my 
stars,  have  occasioned  you  so  many  misfor- 
tunes. To  me  j'ou  must  impute  the  loss  of 
your  son,  if  he  is  no  more ;  but  if  I  have 
occasioned  your  misfortune,  I  can  in  some 
measure  reheve  it.  I  have  already  justified 
Ganem  to  the  caliph ;  tliat  prince  has  caused 
it  to  be  proclaimed  throughout  his  domi- 
nions, that  he  pardons  the  son  of  Abou 
Ayoub ;  and  doubt  not  he  A\-ill  do  you  as 
much  good  as  he  has  done  you  harm.  You 
are  no  longer  his  enemies.  He  Avaits  for 
Ganem  to  requite  the  service  he  has  done 
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me.  by  uniting  our  fortimes  ;  he  gives  me  to 
liim  for  his  cousort ;  therefore  look  on  me 
as  your  daughter,  and  jiermit  me  to  vow 
eternal  friendship  to  you."  Having  so  said, 
she  bowed  down  on  Gancm's  mother,  who 
was  so  astonished,  that  she  coukl  return  no 
answer.  Fetnah  hekl  her  a  long  time  in  her 
arms,  and  only  left  her  to  run  to  the  other 
bed  to  embrace  .\lcolomb,  who,  sitting  up, 
held  out  her  arms  to  receive  hei\ 

When  the  caliph's  charming  favourite  had 
given  the  motlier  and  daughter  all  the 
tokens  of  afi'ection  they  could  expect  from 
Gauem's  wife,  she  said  to  them,  "Cease 
both  of  you  to  afilict  yourselves  :  the  wealth 
Ganem  had  in  this  city  is  not  lost ;  it  is  in 
my  apartment  in  the  palace  :  1  know  all  the 
treasure  of  the  world  cannot  comfort  you 
without  Ganem  ;  I  judge  so  of  his  mother 
and  sister,  if  I  may  judge  of  them  by  my- 
self. Blood  is  no  less  powerful  than  love  in 
great  minds  ;  but  why  should  we  despair  of 
seeing  him  again?  We  shall  find  him  ;  the 
happiness  of  meeting  with  you  makes  me 
conceive  fresh  hopes.  Perhaps  this  is  the 
last  day  of  your  sufferings,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  a  greater  felicity  than  you  en- 
joyed in  Damascus,  when  Ganem  was  with 
you." 

Fetnah  would  have  gone  on,  when  the 
syndic  of  the  jewellers  came  in  :  "  Madam," 
said  he  to  her,  ' '  I  come  from  seeing  a  very 
moving  object ;  it  is  a  yoimg  man,  whom  a 
camel-driver  has  just  carried  to  the  hospital 
at  Bagdad  :  he  was  bound  with  cords  on  a 
camel,  because  he  had  not  strength  enough 
to  sit  on  him.  They  had  already  unbound 
him,  and  were  carrying  him  into  the  hospital, 
when  I  hajjpened  to  pass  by.  I  went  up  to 
the  young  man,  viewed  him  attentively,  and 
fancied  his  countenance  was  not  altogether 
unknown  to  me.  I  asked  him  some  ques- 
tions concerning  his  family  and  Iiis  country ; 
but  all  the  answers  I  could  get  were  only 
sighs  and  tears.  I  took  pity  on  him,  and  by 
being  so  much  used  to  sick  peojile,  perceived 
that  he  had  need  to  have  particular  care 
taken  of  him.  I  would  not  permit  him  to 
be  put  into  the  hospital ;  for  I  am  too  well 
acquainted  with  their  way  of  managing  the 
sick,  and  am  sensible  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
physicians.  I  have  caused  him  to  be  brought 
home  to  my  house,  by  my  slaves  ;  and  they 
are  now,  by  my  orders,  in  a  j^rivate  room 
where  I  placed  him,  putting  on  some  of  my 
own  linen,  and  treating  him  as  they  would 
do  me." 

Fetuah's  heart  leaped  at  these  words  of 
the  jeweller,  and  she  felt  a  sudden  emotion, 
for  which  she  could  not  account  :  ' '  Shew 
me,"  said  she  to  the  syndic,  "into  that  sick 
man's  room;  I  shoidd  be  glad  to  see  him." 
The  syndic  conducted  her,  and  whilst  she 
was  going  thither,  Ganem's  mother  said  to 
Alcolomb,    "Alas!    daughter,  wretched  as 


that  sick  stranger  is,  your  brother,  if  he  be 
living,  is  not  perhaps  in  a  more  happy  con- 
dition." 

The  caliph's  favourite,  coming  into  the 
chamber  where  the  sick  man  was,  drew  near 
the  bed,  in  which  the  syndic's  slaves  had 
already  laid  him.  She  saw  a  young  man, 
whose  eyes  were  closed,  his  countenance 
pale,  disfigured,  and  bathed  in  tears.  She 
gazed  earnestly  on  him,  her  heart  beat,  and 
she  fancied  she  beheld  Ganem  ;  but  yet  she 
would  not  believe  her  eyes.  Though  she 
found  something  of  Ganem  in  the  object 
she  beheld,  yet  in  other  respects  he  appeared 
so  different,  that  she  durst  not  imagine  it 
was  he  that  lay  before  her.  Unable,  how- 
ever, to  withstand  the  earnest  desire  of 
being  satisfied,  "  Ganem,"  said  she,  with  a 
trembling  voice,  "is  it  yoii  I  behold?" 
Having  spoken  these  words,  she  stopped  to 
give  the  young  man  time  to  answer  ;  but 
observing  that  he  seemed  insensible,  "Alas! 
Ganem,"  added  she,  "it  is  not  you  that  I 
talk  to  !  My  imagination  being  overcharged 
with  your  image,  has  given  this  stranger  a 
deceitful  resemblance.  The  son  of  Abou 
Ayoub,  though  never  so  sick,  wovdd  know 
the  voice  of  Fetnah."  At  the  name  of 
Fetnah,  Ganem  (for  it  was  really  he)  opened 
his  eyes,  and  tinned  his  face  towards  the 
person  that  spoke  to  him ;  and  knowing  the 
caliph's  favourite,  "Ah!  madam,"  said  he, 

"  by  what  miracle" He  could  say  no  moi-e ; 

such  a  sudden  transport  of  joy  seized  him, 
that  he  fainted  away.  Fetnah  and  the  syndic 
did  all  they  coidd  to  bring  him  to  himself ; 
but  as  soon  as  they  perceived  he  began  to 
revive,  the  sj'ndic  desired  the  lady  to  with- 
draw, for  fear  lest  the  sight  of  her  shoidd 
heighten  Ganem's  distemper. 

The  young  man,  having  recovered  his 
senses,  looked  all  around,  and  not  seeing 
what  he  looked  for,  cried  out,  "What  is 
become  of  you,  charming  Fetnah?  Did  you 
really  appear  before  my  eyes,  or  was  it  only 
an  illusion?"  "No,  sir,"  said  the  syndic, 
"it  was  no  illusion.  Tt  was  I  that  caused 
that  lady  to  withdraw,  but  you  shall  see  her 
again,  as  soon  as  you  are  in  a  condition  to 
bear  her  sight.  You  now  stand  in  need  of 
rest,  and  nothing  ought  to  obstruct  your 
taking  it.  The  situation  of  your  affairs  is 
altered,  since  you  are,  as  I  sujipose,  that 
Ganem,  in  favour  of  Avhom  the  commander 
of  the  true  believers  has  caused  a  proclama- 
tion to  be  made  in  Bagdad,  declai-ing  that 
he  forgives  him  what  is  past.  Be  satisfied 
for  the  present  with  knowing  so  much  ;  the 
lady  M'ho  just  now  spoke  to  you  will  ac- 
quaint you  with  the  rest ;  therefore  think  of 
nothing  but  recovering  your  health  ;  I  will 
contribute  all  in  my  power  towards  it." 
Having  spoken  these  words,  he  left  Ganem 
to  take  his  rest,  and  went  himself  to  provide 
for  him  all  such  medicines  as  were  proper 
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to  recover  his  strength,  exhausted  by  hard 
living  and  toil. 

During  that  time  Fetnah  was  in  the  room 
with  Alcolomb  and  her  mother,  where  almost 
the  same  scene  was  acted  over  again ;  for 
when  Ganem's  motlier  understood  that  the 
siuk  stranger  whom  the  syndic  had  just 
brought  into  his  house  was  Ganem  himself, 
she  was  so  overjoyed,  that  she  also  swooned 
away ;  and  when,  with  the  assistance  of 
Fetnah  and  the  syndic's  wife,  she  was  again 
come  to  herself,  she  would  have  got  up,  to 
go  and  see  her  son  ;  but  the  syndic  coming 
in,  hindered  her,  representing  that  Ganem 
was  so  weak  and  emaciated,  that  it  would 
endanger  his  life  to  excite  in  him  those  emo- 
tions which  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
unexpected  sight  of  a  beloved  mother  and 
sister.  There  was  no  occasion  for  the  syn- 
dic's saying  any  more  to  Ganem's  mother ; 
as  soon  as  she  was  told  that  she  could  not 
converse  with  her  son  without  hazarding  his 
life,  she  ceased  insisting  to  go  and  see  him. 
Then  Fetnah  said,  "Let  us  bless  Heaven  for 
having  brought  us  all  together  into  one 
place.  I  will  return  to  the  i^alace  to  give 
the  caliph  an  account  of  all  these  adventures, 
and  to-morrow  morning  I  will  return  to 
you."  This  said,  she  embraced  the  mother 
and  the  daughter,  and  went  away.  As  soon 
as  she  came  to  the  palace,  she  sent  J*Iesrour 
to  request  a  private  audience  of  the  caliph, 
which  was  immediately  granted  ;  and  being 
brought  into  that  prince's  closet,  where  he 
was  alone,  she  prostrated  herself  at  his  feet, 
with  her  hands  on  the  ground,  according  to 
custom.  Ho  commanded  her  to  rise,  and 
having  made  her  sit  down,  asked  Avhether 
she  had  heard  any  news  of  Ganem?  "Com- 
mander of  the  true  believers,"  said  she,  "I 
have  been  so  successfid,  that  I  have  found 
him,  as  also  his  mother  and  sister."  The 
caliph  was  curious  to  know  how  she  could 
find  them  in  so  short  a  time,  and  she  satis- 
fied his  curiosity,  saj'ing  so  many  tilings  in 
commendation  of  Ganem's  mother  and  sister, 
that  he  desired  to  see  them,  as  well  as  the 
young  merchant. 

Though  Haroun  Alraschid  was  passionate, 
and  in  his  heat  sometimes  guilty  of  cruel 
actions;  yet  in  return,  he  was  just,  and  the 
most  generous  prince  in  the  world,  as  soon 
as  his  anger  was  over,  and  he  was  made  sen- 
sible of  the  wrong  he  had  done.  Having 
therefore  no  longer  cause  to  doubt  but  that 
he  had  nujustly  persecuted  Ganem  and  his 
family,  and  having  publicly  wronged  them, 
he  resolved  to  make  them  jiublic  satisfac- 
tion. "I  am  ovei-joyed,"  said  he  to  Fetnah, 
"that  your  search  has  jiroved  so  successful ; 
it  is  a  mighty  satisfaction  to  me,  not  so 
mucli  for  your  sake  as  for  my  own.  I  will 
keej)  the  promise  I  have  made  you.  You 
shall  marry  Ganem,  and  I  here  declare 
you  are  no  longer  my  slave  j   you  are  free. 


Go  back  to  that  young  merchant,  and  as 
soon  as  he  has  recovered  his  health,  you 
shall  bring  him  to  me,  with  his  mother  and 
sister." 

The  next  morning  early  Fetnah  repaired 
to  the  syndic  of  the  jewellers,  being  impa- 
tient to  hear  of  Ganem's  health,  and  to  tell 
the  mother  and  daughter  the  good  news  she 
had  for  them.  The  first  person  she  met 
witli  was  the  syndic,  who  told  her  that 
Ganem  had  rested  very  well  that  night;  and 
that  his  distemper  proceeded  altogether  from 
melancholy;  and  the  cause  being  removed, 
he  would  soon  recover  his  health. 

Accordingly  the  son  of  Abou  Ayoub  was 
much  amended.  Eest,  and  the  good  medi- 
cines he  had  taken,  but,  above  all,  the 
different  situation  of  his  mind,  had  wrought 
so  good  an  eftect,  that  the  syndic  thought 
he  might  without  danger  see  his  mother,  his 
sister,  and  his  mistress,  provided  he  was 
prepared  to  receive  them ;  because  there 
was  ground  to  fear,  that,  not  knowing  his 
mother  and  sister  were  at  Bagdad,  the  sight 
of  them  might  occasion  too  great  surprise 
and  joy.  It  was  therefore  resolved  that 
Fetnah  should  first  go  alone  into  Ganem's 
chamber,  and  then  make  a  sign  to  the  two 
other  ladies  to  appear,  when  she  thought  it 
was  proper. 

Matters  being  so  ordered,  the  syndic  an- 
nounced Fetnah's  coming  to  the  sick  man, 
who  was  so  transported  to  see  her,  that  he 
was  again  near  fainting  away.  "  Well,  Ga- 
nem," said  she,  drawing  near  to  his  bed,  you 
have  again  found  your  Fetnah,  v.^hom  you 
thought  you  had  lost  for  ever."  "Ah, 
madam,"  eagerly  interrujjting  her,  "what 
miracle  has  restored  you  to  my  sight  ?  I 
thought  you  were  in  the  caliph's  jialace  ; 
that  prince  has  doubtless  listened  to  you. 
You  have  dispelled  his  jealousy,  and  he  has 
restored  you  to  his  favour." 

"Yes,  my  dear  Ganem,"  answered  Fetnah, 
"I  have  cleared  myself  before  the  commander 
of  the  true  believers,  who,  to  make  amends 
for  the  wrong  he  has  done  you,  bestows  me 
on  you  for  a  wife."  These  last  words  occa- 
sioned such  an  excess  of  joy  in  Ganem,  that 
he  knew  not  for  a  while  how  to  express  him- 
self, otherwise  than  by  that  passionate  silence 
so  well  known  to  lovers.  At  length  he  broke 
out  in  these  words:  "Beautiful  Fetnah," 
cried  he,  "may  I  give  credit  to  what  you 
tell  me  ?  May  I  believe  that  the  caliph 
really  resigns  you  to  Abou  Ayoub's  son  ?  " 
"Nothing  is  more  certain,"  answered  the 
lady.  "That  prince,  who  before  caused 
search  to  be  made  for  you,  to  take  away 
your  life,  and  who  in  his  fury  caused  your 
mother  and  your  sister  to  suffer  a  thousand 
indignities,  desires  now  to  see  you,  that  lie 
may  reward  the  res])ect  you  had  for  him  ; 
and  there  is  no  question  to  be  made  but  that 
he  will  load  your  family  with  his  favours." 
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Ganpm  asked  -what  the  falipli  had  done  to 
his  motlier  and  sister,  which  Fetiiah  tohl  him ; 
and  he  could  not  forbear  k^ttin;^  fall  some 
tears  at  that  relation,  notwithstanding  the 
thoughts  which  arose  in  his  mind  at  the  news 
of  being  married  to  his  mistress.  But  when 
Fetnah  informed  him  that  they  were  actually 
in  Bagdad,  and  in  the  same  house  with  him, 
he  appeared  so  impatient  to  see  them,  that 
the  favourite  could  no  longer  defer  giving 
him  that  satisfaction ;  and  accordingly  called 
them  in.  They  were  at  the  door,  only  wait- 
ing for  that  moment.  They  came  in,  went 
up  to  Ganem,  ami  embracing  him  in  their 
turns,  kissed  him  a  thousand  times.  What 
tears  were  shed  amidst  those  emjjraces  ! 
Ganem's  face  was  bathed  with  them,  as  well 
as  his  mother's  and  sister's  ;  and  Fetnah  let 
fall  abundance.  The  syndic  himself  and  his 
wife  were  so  moved  at  the  spectacle,  that 
they  could  not  forbear  weeping,  nor  suffi- 
ciently admire  the  secret  workings  of  Provi- 
dence, which  brought  together  into  their 
house  four  persons  whom  fortune  had  so 
cruelly  parted. 

When  they  had  all  dried  up  their  tears, 
Ganem  drew  fref^h  torrents  by  the  recital 
c.f  all  he  had  suffered  from  the  day  he  left 
Fetnah  till  the  moment  the  syndic  brought 
him  to  his  house.  He  told  them,  that 
having  taken  refuge  in  a  small  village,  he 
there  fell  sick ;  that  some  charitable  jiea- 
sants  had  taken  care  of  him,  but  finding  he 
did  not  recover,  a  camel-driver  had  under- 
taken to  carry  him  to  the  hospital  at 
Bagdad.  Fetnah  also  told  them  all  the  un- 
easiness of  her  imprisonment :  how  the 
caliph,  having  heard  her  talk  in  the  tower, 
had  sent  for  her  into  his  closet,  and  how  she 
had  cleared  herself.  In  conclusion,  when 
they  had  related  what  accidents  had  befallen 
them,  Fetnah  said,  "Let  us  bless  Heaven, 
which  has  brought  us  all  together  again,  and 
let  us  think  of  nothing  but  the  happiness 
that  attends  us.  As  soon  as  Ganem  has 
recovered  his  liealth  he  must  appear  before 
the  caliph,  with  his  mother  and  sister ;  but 
as  they  are  not  in  a  condition  to  be  seen,  I 
will  make  some  provisions  for  them.  I  desire 
you  to  stay  a  moment." 

This  said,  she  went  away  to  the  palace, 
and  soon  returned  to  the  syndic's  with  a 
purse  containing  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold, 
which  she  dehvered  to  the  syndic,  desiring 
Jiim  to  buy  clothes  for  the  mother  and 
daughter.  The  syndic,  who  was  a  man  of 
a  good  taste,  chose  such  as  were  very  hand- 
some, and  had  them  made  up  with  all 
speed.  They  were  finished  in  three  days, 
and  Ganem  finding  himself  strong  enough 
to  go  abroad,  prepared  for  it ;  but  on  the 
day  he  had  appointed  to  jjay  his  respects  to 
the  caliph,  when  he  was  making  ready,  with 
his  mother  and  sister,  the  grand  vizier 
Giafar  came  to  the  syndic's  ho;ise. 


That  minister  came  on  horseback,  ;i.ttended 
by  a  groat  number  of  oflicers.  "Sir,"  said 
he  to  Ganem,  as  soon  as  he  came  in,  "I  am 
come  from  the  commander  of  the  true  be- 
lievers, my  master  and  yours  ;  the  orders  I 
have  differ  very  much  from  those  which  I  do 
not  care  to  revive  in  your  memory ;  I  am  to 
bear  you  company,  and  to  jiresent  you  to  the 
caliph,  who  is  desirous  to  see  you.  Ganem 
returned  no  other  answer  to  the  vizier's 
comjiliment,  than  by  profoundly  bowing  his 
head,  and  then  mounted  a  horse  brought 
from  the  caliph's  stables,  which  he  managed 
very  gracefully.  The  mother  and  daughter 
were  mounted  on  mules  belonging  to  the 
palace,  and  whilst  Fetnah  on  another  mule 
led  them  a  by-way  to  the  prince's  court, 
Giafar  conducted  Gauem  another  way,  and 
brought  him  into  the  hall  of  audience.  The 
caliph  was  there  sitting  on  his  throne,  en- 
compassed with  emirs,  viziers,  and  other 
attendants  and  courtiers,  Arabs,  Persians, 
Egyjjtians,  Africans,  and  S3'^rians,  of  his 
own  dominions,  not  to  mention  strangers." 

When  the  vizier  had  conducted  Ganem  to 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  that  young  merchant 
paid  his  obeisance,  prostrating  himself  with 
his  face  to  the  ground,  and  then  rising,  made 
a  handsome  compliment  in  verse,  which, 
though  extempore,  met  with  the  approbation 
of  the  whole  coiirt.  After  his  compliment, 
the  caliph  caused  him  to  draw  near,  and  said 
to  him  "I  am  glad  to  see  you,  and  desire  to 
hear  from  your  o^vn  mouth  where  you  found 
my  favourite,  and  all  that  you  have  done  for 
her."  Ganem  obeyed,  and  appeared  so  sin- 
cere, that  the  caliph  was  convinced  of  his 
sincerity.  That  prince  ordered  a  very  rich 
vest  to  be  given  him,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom observed  with  those  who  are  admitted 
to  audience.  After  which  he  said  to  him, 
"Ganem,  I  will  have  you  live  in  my  court." 
"Commander  of  the  true  believers,"  an- 
swered the  young  merchant,  "a  slave  has  no 
will  but  his  master's,  on  whom  his  life  and 
fortune  depend."  The  caliph  was  highly 
pleased  with  Ganem's  answer,  and  assigned 
him  a  considerable  pension.  Then  the  prince 
came  down  from  his  throne,  and  causing 
only  Ganem  and  the  grand  vizier  to  follow 
him,  went  into  his  own  apartment. 

Not  questioning  but  that  Fetnah  was 
there,  with  Abou  Ayoub's  widow  and  daugh- 
ter, he  caused  them  to  be  called  in.  They 
prostrated  themselves  befoi-e  him  :  he  made 
them  rise ;  and  was  so  taken  with  Alco- 
lomb's  beauty,  that,  after  viewing  her  very 
attentively,  he  said,  ' '  I  am  so  sorry  for  hav- 
ing treated  your  charms  so  unworthily,  that 
I  owe  them  such  a  satisfaction  as  may  sur- 
pass the  injury  I  have  done  them.  I  take 
you  to  wife  ;  and  by  that  means  shall  punish 
Zobeide,  who  shall  become  the  first  cause  of 
your  good  fortune,  as  she  was  of  your  past 
sufferings.    This  is  not  all,"  added  he,  turn- 
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ing towards  Ganem's  mother:  "you  are  still 
young  ;  I  believe  you  will  not  disdain  to  be 
allied  to  my  grand  vizier :  I  give  you  to 
Giafar,  and  you,  Fetnali,  to  Ganem.  Let  a 
cadi  and  witness  be  called,  and  tbe  tLree 
contracts  be  drawn  iip  and  signed  immediate- 
ly. Ganem  would  have  represented  to  the 
caliph,  that  it  would  be  honour  enough  for 
his  sister  to  be  one  of  his  favourites  ;  but 
that  prince  was  resolved  to  marry  her." 

He  thought  this  such  an  extraordinary 
story,  that  he  ordered  a  famous  historian  to 
commit  it  to  writmg  with  all  its  circum- 
stances. It  was  afterwards  laid  up  in  his 
library,  and  many  copies  being  transcribed 
from  that  original,  it  became  public. 

After  iScheherazade  had  finished  the  his- 
tory of  Ganem,  son  of  Abou  Ayoub,  the  sul- 
tan of  the  Indies  expressed  his  satisfaction  : 
"Sir,"  said  the  sultaness,  "since  this  story 
has  ideased  j'ou,  I  humbly  entreat  your  lua- 
jesty  to  be  pleased  to  hear  that  of  Zeyn 
Alasnam  and  the  King  of  the  Genii,  which 
will  afford  you  equal  pleasure  : "  Schahriar 
consented ;  but  as  day  began  to  appear,  it 
was  deferred  tiU  the  following  night,  when 
she  began  as  follows  : — 

THE  HTSTORY  OF  PRINCE   ZEYN  ALASNAM  AND 
THE  KING  OF  THE  GENII. 

A  KING  of  Balsora,  who  possessed  great 
wealth,  and  was  weU  beloved  by  his  subjects, 
had  no  children,  which  was  a  great  affliction 
to  him  ;  and  therefore  he  made  presents  to 
all  the  holy  persons  in  his  dominions,  to  en- 
gage them  to  beg  a  son  for  him  of  Heaven ; 
and  their  jjrayers  being  effectual,  the  queen 
proved  with  child,  and  was  happily  delivered 
of  a  prince,  who  was  named  Zeyn  Alasnam, 
which  signifies  Oruament  of  the  Statues. 

The  king  caused  all  the  astrologers  in  his 
kingdom  to  be  assemlsled,  and  ordered  them 
to  calculate  the  infant's  nativity.  They 
foimd  by  their  observations  that  he  would 
live  long  and  be  very  brave,  but  that  all 
his  courage  would  be  little  enough  to  carry 
him  through  the  misfortunes  that  threatened 
him.  The  king  was  not  daunted  at  this 
jjrediction  :  "My  son,"  said  he,  "is  not  to 
be  pitied,  since  he  will  be  brave  :  it  is  fit 
that  princes  should  have  a  taste  of  mis- 
f oi-tunes ;  for  adversity  tries  virtue,  and  they 
are  the  better  qualified  to  reign." 

He  rewarded  the  astrologers,  and  dismiss- 
ed them ;  and  caused  Zeyn  to  be  educated 
with  the  greatest  care  imaginable,  appoint- 
ing him  able  masters  as  soon  as  he  was  of 
age  to  receive  their  instructions.  In  short, 
he  proposed  to  make  him  an  accomplished 
prince,  when  on  a  sudden  this  good  king  fell 
sick  of  a  distemper  which  all  the  skill  of  his 
physicians  could  not  cure.  Perceiving  his 
disease  was  mortal,  he  sent  for  his  son,  and 
among  other  things  advised  him  rather  to 


endeavour  to  be  beloved  than  to  be  feared  by 
his  people  ;  not  to  give  ear  to  flatterers  ;  to 
be  as  slow  in  rewarding  as  in  punishing,  be- 
cause it  often  happens  that  monarchs,  mis- 
led by  false  appearances,  load  wicked  men 
with  favoiirs,  and  oppress  the  innocent. 

As  soon  as  the  king  was  dead,  prince  Zeyn 
went  into  mourning,  which  he  wore  seven 
days,  and  the  eighth  he  ascended  the  throne, 
taking  his  father's  seal  off  the  royal  treasury, 
and  putting  on  his  own,  beginning  thus  to 
taste  the  sweets  of  ruling,  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  all  his  courtiers  bow  down  before  him, 
and  make  it  their  whole  study  to  shew  their 
zeal  and  obedience.  In  a  word,  the  sove- 
reign power  was  too  agreeable  to  him.  He 
only  regarded  what  his  subjects  owed  to  him, 
without  considering  what  was  his  duty  to- 
wards them,  and  consequently  took  little 
care  to  govern  them  well.  He  wallowed  in 
all  sorts  of  debauchery  among  the  voluptu- 
ous youth,  on  whom  he  conferred  the  prime 
employments  of  the  kingdom.  He  lost  all 
command  of  his  power.  Being  naturally 
prodigal,  he  set  no  bounds  to  his  grants,  so 
that  liis  women  and  his  favourites  insensibly 
drained  his  treasury. 

The  queen  his  mother  was  still  living,  a 
discreet,  wise  princess.  She  had  several 
times  unsuccessfully  tried  to  check  her  son's 
prodigality  and  debauchery,  giving  him  to 
understand,  that,  if  he  did  not  soon  take 
another  course,  he  would  not  only  squander 
his  wealth,  but  Avoidd  also  alienate  thg  minds 
of  his  ijeople,  and  occasion  some  revolution, 
which  perhaps  might  cost  him  his  crown  and 
his  life.  What  she  had  foretold  was  very 
near  falling  out :  the  people  began  to  mur- 
mur against  the  government,  and  their  mur- 
murs had  certainly  lieen  followed  by  a  gene- 
ral revolt,  had  not  the  queen  had  the  address 
to  prevent  it.  But  that  iniucess  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  ill  posture  of  affairs,  in- 
formed the  king,  who  at  last  suffered  himself 
to  be  jirevailed  iipon.  He  committed  the 
government  to  discreet  aged  men,  who  knew 
how  to  keep  the  people  within  the  bounds 
of  duty. 

Zeyn,  seeing  all  his  wealth  consumed, 
repented  that  he  had  made  no  better  use  of 
it.  He  fell  into  a  deadly  melancholy,  and 
nothing  could  comfort  him.  One  night  he 
saw  in  a  dream  a  venerable  old  man  coming 
towards  him,  who  with  a  smiling  counten- 
ance said,  "Know,  Zeyn,  that  there  is  no 
sorrow  but  what  is  followed  by  mirth,  no 
misfortune  but  what  in  the  end  brings  some 
happiness.  If  you  desire  to  see  the  end  of 
your  afllictiou,  get  up,  set  out  for  Egypt,  go 
to  Grand  Cairo;  a  great  fortune  attends  you 
there." 

The  prince,  when  he  awaked  in  the  morn- 
ing, was  struck  with  his  dream,  and  spoke 
of  it  very  seriously  to  his  mother,  who  only 
laughed  at  it.     "My  sou,"  said  she  to  him, 
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"would  you  now  go  inio  Egypt  on  tlio  faith 
of  that  fine  ilreani?"  "Why  not,  madam?" 
answered  Zeyn :  "do  you  imagine  all  dreams 
arc  chimerical  ?  No,  no,  some  of  them  are 
mysterious.  !My  preceptors  have  told  me  a 
thousand  stories,  which  will  not  permit  me 
to  doubt  of  it.  Besides,  though  I  were  not 
otherwise  convinced,  I  could  not  forbear 
giving  some  credit  to  my  dreams.  The  old 
man  that  appeared  to  me  had  something 
supernatural :  he  was  not  one  of  those  men 
whom  nothing  but  age  makes  venerable ; 
there  appeared  a  divine  air  about  his  person. 
In  short,  he  was  such  a  one  as  our  gi-eat 
prophet  is  represented ;  and  if  you  ■«  ill  have 
me  tell  you  what  I  think,  T  believe  it  was 
he,  who,  pitying  my  affliction,  designs  to 
relieve  it.  I  rely  on  the  confidence  he  has 
inspired  me  with.  I  am  full  of  his  promises, 
and  have  resolved  to  follow  his  advice." 
The  queen  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him,  but 
in  vain.  The  prince  committed  to  her  the 
government  of  the  kingdom,  set  owt  one 
night  very  ])rivately  from  his  palace,  and 
took  the  road  to  Cairo,  without  suffering  any 
person  to  attend  him. 

After  much  trouble  and  fatigue,  he  ar- 
rived at  that  famous  city,  like  which  there 
are  few  in  the  world,  either  for  extent  or 
beautj'.  He  alighted  at  the  gate  of  a 
mosque,  where,  being  spent  by  weariness,  he 
lay  down.  Xo  sooner  was  he  fallen  asleep, 
than  he  saw  the  same  old  man,  who  said  to 
him,  "I  am  pleased  -with  you,  my  son;  yoii 
have  given  credit  to  my  words.  You  have 
come  hither  without  being  deterred  by  the 
length  or  the  difficulties  of  the  way  :  but 
know  I  have  not  put  you  upon  undertaking 
such  a  long  journey  with  any  other  design 
than  to  try  you.  I  find  you  have  courage 
and  resolution.  You  deserve  I  should  make 
j'ou  the  richest  and  hapjiiest  prince  in  the 
Avorld.  Eetvirn  to  Balsora,  and  you  shall 
find  immense  wealth  in  yoiu-  palace.  No 
king  ever  possessed  so  much  as  there  is." 

The  prince  was  not  pleased  with  that 
dream.  "Alas ! "  thought  he  to  himself,  when 
he  awaked,  "how  much  was  I  mistaken? 
That  old  man,  whom  I  took  for  our  prophet, 
is  no  other  than  the  production  of  my  dis- 
turbed imagination.  My  fancy  was  so  full 
of  him,  that  it  is  no  wonder  I  have- seen  him 
again.  I  had  best  return  to  Balsora  :  what 
should  I  do  here  any  longer?  It  is  very 
hapi)y  that  I  told  none  but  my  mother  the 
motive  of  my  journey  :  I  shoidd  become  a 
jest  to  my  people,  if  they  knew  it." 

Accoi-dmgly,  he  set  out  again  for  his 
kingdom,  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived  there, 
the  queen  asked  him  whether  he  returned 
well  pleased  ?  He  told  her  all  that  had  hap- 
pened, and  was  so  much  concerned  for 
having  been  so  credulous,  that  the  queen, 
instead  of  adding  to  his  vexation  by  re- 
proving or  laughing  at  him,  comforted  him. 


"Forbear  afflicting  your.sulf,  my  son,"  said 
she  :  "if  God  has  appointed  you  riches,  you 
will  have  them  -nathout  any  trouble.  Be 
easy  ;  all  that  I  recommend  to  you  is,  to  be 
virtuous  ;  renounce  the  delights  of  dancing, 
music,  and  high  coloured  wine  :  shun  all 
these  pleasures;  they  have  already  almost 
ruined  you ;  apply  yourself  to  make  your 
subjects  happy;  by  securing  their  happiness 
you  will  establi.sh  your  own." 

Prince  Zeyn  swore  he  woidd  for  the  fu- 
ture follow  his  mother's  advice,  and  be  di- 
rected by  the  wise  viziers  she  had  made 
choico  of  to  assist  him  in  supporting  the 
weight  of  the  government.  But  the  very 
night  after  he  returned  to  his  palace,  he  saw 
the  old  man  the  third  time  in  a  ckeam,  who 
said  to  him,  "The  time  of  your  prosperity 
is  come,  brave  Zeyn. :  to-morrow  morning, 
as  soon  as  you  are  up,  take  a  little  pick -axe, 
and  go  dig  in  the  late  king's  closet;  you 
wdl  there  find  a  mighty  treasure." 

As  soon  as  the  prince  a%vaked,  he  got  up, 
ran  to  the  queen's  apartment,  and  with 
much  eagerness  told  her  the  new  dream  of 
that  night.  "Eeally,  my  son,"  said  the 
queen,  smiling,  "that  is  a  very  positive  old 
man ;  he  is  not  satisfied  with  having  deceived 
you  twice ;  have  j^ou  a  mind  to  believe  him 
again?"  "No,  madam,"  answered  Zeyn,  "1 
give  no  credit  to  what  he  has  said ;  but  I 
will,  for  my  own  satisfaction,  search  my 
father's  closet."  "I  really  fancied  so,"  cried 
the  queen,  laughing  heartily  ;  "go,  my  son, 
satisfy  yourself ;  my  comfort  is,  that  work  is 
not  so  fatiguing  as  the  joiirney  to  Egyjit." 

"Well,  madam,"  answered  the  king,  "I 
must  own  that  this  third  dream  has  restored 
my  confidence,  for  it  is  connected  with  the 
two  others  :  let  us  examine  the  old  man's 
words.  He  first  directed  me  to  go  into 
Egjqit;  there  he  told  me  he  had  put  me 
upon  taking  that  jommey  only  to  tiy  me. 
'  Return  to  Balsora, '  said  he  ;  '  that  is  the 
l>lace  where  you  are  to  find  treasures : ' 
this  night  he  has  exactly  pointed  out  to  me 
the  place  where  they  are :  these  three 
dreams,  in  my  opinion,  are  connected.  After 
all  they  may  be  chimerical ;  but  I  woidd 
rather  search  in  vain  than  blame  myself  as 
long  as  I  live  for  having,  jjcrhaps,  missed  of 
great  riches  by  being  unseasonably  incredu- 
lous." 

Having  spoken  these  words,  he  left  the 
queen's  apartment,  caused  a  pick-axe  to  be 
brought  him,  and  went  alone  into  the  late 
king's  closet.  He  fell  to  breaking  up  the 
ground,  and  took  up  above  half  the  square 
stones  it  was  paved  with,  and  yet  saw  not 
the  least  appearance  of  what  he  sought 
after.  He  ceased  working,  to  take  a  little 
rest,  thinking  Mathin  himself,  "I  am  much 
afraid  my  mother  had  cause  enough  to 
laugh  at  me."  However,  he  took  heart,  and 
went  on  with  his  labour;  nor  had  he  cause 
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to  repent ;  for  on  a  sudden,  he  discovered  a 
white  stone,  -which  he  took  np,  and  nnder  it 
found  a  door,  made  fast  Avith  a  steel  padlock, 
which  he  broke  with  the  pickaxe,^  and 
opened  the  door,  which  covered  a  staircase 
of  white  marble.  He  immediately  lighted  a 
candle,  and  went  down  those  stairs  into  a 
room,  the  floor  whereof  was  laid  with  tiles 
of  china-ware,  and  the  roof  and  walls  were 
of  crystal ;  but  he  particularly  fixed  his  eyes 
upon  four  shelves,  a  little  raised  above  the 
level  of  the  floor,  on  each  of  which  there 
were  ten  urns  of  porphyry.  He  fancied 
they  were  full  of  wine:  "Well,"  said  he, 
"that  wine  must  be  very  old;  I  do  not 
question  but  it  is  excellent.  He  went  up  to 
one  of  the  urns,  took  off'  the  cover,  and  with 
no  less  joy  than  surprise,  perceived  it  was 
full  of  pieces  of  gold.*  He  searched  all  the 
forty,  one  after  another,  and  found  them  full 
of  the  same  coin,  took  out  a  handful,  and 
carried  it  to  the  queen." 

That  princess,  it  may  be  imagined,  was 
amazed  when  the  king  gave  her  an  account 
of  what  he  had  seen.  "0!  my  son,"  said 
she,  "take  heed  you  do  not  lavish  away  all 
that  treasure  foolishly,  as  you  have  already 
done  the  royal  treasure.  Let  not  your 
enemies  have  so  much  occasion  to  rejoice." 
"No,  madam,"  answered  Zeyn,  "I  will  from 
henceforward  live  after  such  a  manner  as 
shall  be  jileasing  to  you." 

The  queen  desired  the  king  her  son  to 
conduct  her  to  the  wonderful  subterraneous 
place,  which  the  late  king  her  husband  had 
made  with  such  secrecy  that  she  had  never 
heard  the  least  of  it.  Zeyn  led  her  to  the 
closet,  down  the  marble  stairs,  and  into  the 
chamber  where  the  xirns  were.  She  observed 
everything  with  the  eye  of  curiosity,  and  in 
a  corner  s^jied  a  little  urn  of  the  same  sort  of 
stone  as  the  others.  The  prince  had  not  be- 
fore taken  notice  of  it,  but  opening,  found  in 
it  a  golden  key.  "My  son,"  said  the  queen, 
"this  key  certainly  belongs  to  some  other 
treasure  :  let  us  look  all  about ;  i)erhai)s  we 
may  discover  the  use  it  is  designed  for." 

They  examined  the  chamber  with  the  ut- 
miost  exactness,  and  at  length  found  a  key- 
hole in  one  of  the  jianels  of  the  wall,  and 
guessed  it  to  be  that  to  which  the  key 
belonged.  The  king  immediately  tried,  and 
as  readily  opened  the  door,  which  led  into  a 
chamber,  in  the  midst  of  which  were  nine 
pedestals  of  massy  gold,  on  eight  of  which 
stood  as  many  statues,  each  of  them  made 
of  a  single  diamond,  and  from  them  came 
such  a  brightness  that  the  whole  room  was 
perfectly  light. 

"0,  heavens!"  cried  Zeyn,  in  astonish- 
ment, "where  could  my  father  find  such 
rarities  ? "  The  ninth  pedestal  redoubled 
this  amazement,  for  it  was  covered  with  a 
piece  of  white  satin,  on  which  were  written 
*  Sequins, 


tlicKC  words,  "Dear  son,  it  cost  me  much 
toil  to  get  these  eight  statues  ;  but  though 
they  are  extraordinarily  beautiful,  you  must 
understand  that  there  is  a  ninth  in  the  world 
which  surpasses  them  all :  that  alone  is 
%v'orth  more  than  a  thousand  such  as  these  : 
if  you  desire  to  be  master  of  it,  go  to  the 
city  of  Cairo  in  Egypt :  one  of  my  old  slaves, 
whose  name  is  jNIobarec,*  lives  there;  you 
will  easily  find  him  ;  the  first  person  you 
meet  will  shew  you  his  house  :  find  him  out, 
and  tell  him  all  that  has  befallen  you  :  he 
will  know  you  to  be  my  son,  and  he  will 
conduct  you  to  the  place  where  that  won- 
derful statue  is,  which  you  will  get  with 
safety." 

The  prince  having  read  these  words,  said 
to  the  queen,  "  I  should  be  sorry  to  be  with- 
out that  ninth  statue  ;  it  must  certainly  be 
a  very  rare  piece,  since  all  these  together 
are  not  of  so  great  value.  I  will  set  out  for 
Grand  Cairo ;  nor  do  I  believe,  madam,  that 
you  will  oppose  my  design."  "No,  my  son," 
answered  the  ciiieen,  ' '  I  am  not  against  it : 
you  are  certainly  under  the  sjiecial  protec- 
tion of  oiir  great  prophet ;  he  will  not  suffer 
you  to  perish  in  this  journey.  Set  out  when 
you  think  fit  :  your  viziers  and  I  will  take 
care  of  the  government  during  your  absence. " 
The  prince  made  ready  his  equipage,  biit 
would  take  only  a  small  number  of  slaves 
with  him. 

Nothing  remarkable  bef  el  him  by  the  way, 
but  arriving  at  Cairo,  he  inquired  for  Mo- 
barec.  The  people  told  him  he  was  one  of 
the  wealthiest  inhabitants  of  the  city  ;  that 
he  lived  like  a  great  lord ;  and  that  his  house 
was  open,  especially  for  strangers.  Zeyn 
was  conducted  thither,  knocked  at  the  gate, 
Avhich  a  slave  opened,  and  said,  "What  is 
it  you  want,  and  who  are  you ? "  "I  am  a 
stranger,"  answered  the  prince,  "and  having 
heard  much  of  Lord  j\Iobarec"s  generosity, 
am  come  to  take  up  my  lodging  with  him." 
The  slave  desired  Zeyn  to  stay  awhile,  and 
went  to  acqiiaiut  his  master,  who  ordered 
him  to  desire  the  stranger  to  walk  in.  The 
slave  returned  to  the  gate,  and  told  the 
prince  he  was  welcome. 

Zeyn  went  in,  crossed  a  large  court,  and 
entered  into  a  hall  magnificently  furnished, 
where  Mobarec  met  with  him,  and  received 
him  very  courteoiisly,  returning  thanks  for 
the  honour  he  did  him  in  accepting  a  lodg- 
ing in  his  house.  The  i)rince,  having  an- 
swered his  compliment,  said  to  Mobarec,  "I 
am  son  to  the  late  king  of  Balsora,  and  my 
name  is  Zeyn  Alasnam."  "That  king,"  said 
Mobarec,  "was  formerly  my  master;  but, 
my  lord,  I  never  knew  of  any  children  he 
had  ;  what  is  your  age  ?  "  "I  am  twenty 
years   old,"    answered  the  prince.      "How 


*  "Mobarec"  is  the  name  of  a  Sloliammodan  saint, 
and  of  suvei-ul  Arabian  writeis  mentioued  by  d'Uer- 
belot. 
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lous  is  it  since  you  left  my  father's  court?" 
"Almost  two-aiul-tweuty  years,"  rcjilied 
Mobarcc  :  "but  how  can  you  conviucc  me 
that  you  arc  his  son?"  "My  fathei%"  re- 
joined Zeyn,  "had  a  subterraneous  place 
under  his  closet,  in  which  I  have  found  forty 
porphyry  urns  of  gold."  "And  what  more 
is  there?"  said  Mobai-ec.  "There  are,"  an- 
swered the  pi'ince,  "nine  pedestals  of  mas- 
sive gold  ;  on  eight  whereof  there  are  eight 
diamond  statues ;  and  on  the  ninth  is  a  piece 
of  white  satin,  on  which  my  father  has 
written  what  I  am  to  do  to  get  another 
statue,  more  valuable  than  all  those  together. 
You  know  where  that  statue  is  ;  for  it  is 
mentioned  on  the  satin  that  you  will  conduct 
me  to  it." 

As  soon  as  he  had  spoken  these  words, 
Mobarec  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  kissing 
one  of  his  hands  several  times,  said,  "1  bless 
God  for  having  brotight  you  hither :  I  know 
you  to  be  the  king  of  Balsora's  son.  If  you 
Avill  go  to  the  place  where  the  wonderful 
statue  is,  I,  will  conduct  you  ;  but  you  must 
first  rest  here  a  few  days.  This  day  I  treat 
the  great  men  of  the  court ;  we  were  at  table 
when  word  was  brought  me  of  your  being  at 
the  door.  WiU  you  vouchsafe  to  come  and 
be  merry  with  us  ?"  "I  shall  be  very  glad," 
replied  Zeyn,  "to  be  admitted  to  your  feast." 
Mobarec  immediately  led  him  under  a  dome 
where  the  company  was,  seated  him  at  the 
table,  and  served  him  on  the  knee.  The 
great  men  of  Cairo  were  surprised,  and 
whispered  to  one  another,  "  Who  is  this 
stranger,  to  whom  Mobarec  pays  so  miich 
respect  ? " 

When  they  had  dined,  Mobarec,  directing 
his  discourse  to  the  company,  said,  "Great 
men  of  Cairo,  do  not  think  much  to  see  me 
serve  this  young  stranger  after  this  manner : 
know  that  he  is  the  son  of  the  king  of  Bal- 
sora,  my  master.  His  father  piu'chased  me 
with  his  money,  and  died  without  making 
me  free;  so  that  I  am  still  a  slave,  and  con- 
sequently all  I  have  of  right  belongs  to  this 
young  prince,  his  sole  heir."  Here  Zeyn 
mterrupted  him  :  "Mobarec,"  said  he,  "I 
declare,  before  all  these  lords,  that  I  make 
you  free  from  this  moment,  and  that  I  re- 
nounce all  right  to  your  person,  and  aU  you 
possess.  Consider  what  you  would  have  me 
do  more  for  you."  Mobarec  then  kissed  the 
ground,  ami  retiimed  the  prince  most  hearty 
tnanks.  Wine  was  then  brought  in  ;  they 
di-ank  all  day;  and  towards  the  evening 
presents  were  distributed  among  the  guests, 
who  then  went  away. 

The  next  day  Zeyn  said  to  Mobarec,  "I 
have  taken  rest  enough.  I  came  not  to  Cairo 
to  take  my  pleasure  ;  my  design  is  to  get 
the  ninth  statue  :  it  is  time  for  us  to  set  out 
in  search  of  it."  "Sir,"  said  Mobarec,"!  am 
ready  to  comply  with  your  desires;  but  you 
know  not  what  dangers  you  must  encounter 


to  make  this  precious  conquest."  "What- 
soever the  danger  may  be,"  answered  the 
prince,  "I  have  resolved  to  undertake  it :  I 
wiU  either  perish  or  succeed.  AU  that  hap- 
pens -in  this  world  is  by  God's  direction. 
Do  .you  but  bear  me  company,  and  let  your 
resolution  be  equal  to  mine." 

Mobarec,  linding  liiin  determined  to  set 
out,  called  his  servants,  and  ordered  them  to 
make  ready  his  equipage.  Then  the  prince 
and  he  performed  the  ablution,  or  washing, 
and  the  prayer  enjoined,  which  is  called 
Farz  ;  and  that  done  they  set  out.  By 
the  way  they  took  notice  of  abundance  of 
strange  and  wonderful  things,  and  travelled 
many  days ;  at  the  end  whereof,  being  come 
to  a  delightful  spot,  they  alighted  from  their 
horses.  Then  Mobarec  said  to  all  the  ser- 
vants that  attended  them,  "Do  you  stay  in 
this  place,  and  take  care  of  our  equipage  till 
we  return."  Then  he  said  to  Zeyn,  "  Now, 
sir,  let  us  two  go  on  by  ourselves.  We  are 
near  the  dreadful  place,  where  the  ninth 
statue  is  kept.  You  will  stand  in  need  of 
all  your  courage." 

They  soon  came  to  a  lake  :  Mobarec  sat 
down  on  the  brink  of  it,  saying  to  the  prince, 
"We  must  cross  this  sea."  "  How  can  we 
cross  it,"  answered  Zeyn,  "when  we  have 
no  boat?"  "  Yoii  will  see  one  appear  in  a 
moment,"  replied  Mobarec  :  "the  enchanted 
boat  of  the  king  of  the  genii  will  come  for 
us.  But  do  not  forget  what  I  am  going  to 
say  to  you  :  you  must  observe  a  profound 
silence  :  do  not  speak  to  the  boatman, 
though  his  figure  seem  never  so  strange 
to  yoii :  whatsoever  extraordinary  circum- 
stance you  observe,  say  nothing  ;  for  I  tell 
you  beforehand,  that  if  you  utter  the  least 
word,  when  we  are  embarked,  the  boat  will 
sink  down."  "  I  shall  take  care  to  hold  my 
peace,"  said  the  prince,  "you  need  only  tell 
me  what  I  am  to  do,  and  I  wiU  strictly  ob- 
serve it." 

While  they  were  talking,  he  spied  on  a 
sudden  a  boat  on  the  lake,  and  it  was  made 
of  red  sandal  wood.  It  had  a  mast  of  fine 
amber,  and  a  blue  satin  flag :  there  was  oidy 
one  boatman  in  it,  whose  head  was  like  an 
elejihant's  and  his  body  hke  a  tiger's.  When 
the  boat  was  come  up  to  the  prince  and  Mo- 
barec, the  monstrous  boatman  took  them  up 
one  after  another  with  his  trunk,  and  put 
them  into  his  boat,  and  carried  them  over 
the  lake  in  a  moment.  He  then  again  took 
them  up  with  his  trunk,  set  them  on  shore, 
and  immediately  vanished  with  his  boat. 

"  Now  we  may  talk,"  said  Mobarec  :  "the 
island  we  are  on  belongs  to  the  king  of  the 
genii ;  there  are  no  more  such  in  the  world. 
Look  round  you,  prince :  can  there  be  a  more 
delightful  place  ?  It  is  certainly  a  lively 
representation  of  the  charming  place  God 
has  appointed  for  the  faithful  observers  of 
owe  law.     Behold  the  fields  adorned  with 
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all  sorts  of  flowers  and  odoriferous  plants  : 
admire  those  beautiful  trees,  whose  delicious 
fruit  makes  the  branches  bend  down  to  the 
ground;  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  those  har- 
monious songs  formed  in  the  air,  by  a  thou- 
sand birds  of  as  many  various  sorts,  un- 
known in  other  countries."  Ze3m  coiUd 
not  sufficiently  admire  the  beauties  of  those 
with  which  he  was  surrounded,  and  still 
foimd  something  new,  as  he  advanced  far- 
ther into  the  island. 

At  length  they  came  before  a  palace  made 
of  fine  emeralds,  encompassed  with  a  ditch, 
on  the  banks  whereof,  at  certain  distances, 
were  planted  such  tall  trees,  that  they 
shaded  the  whole  palace.  Before  the  gate, 
which  Avas  of  massy  gold,  was  a  bridge, 
made  of  one  single  shell  of  a  fish,  though 
it  was  at  least  six  fathoms  long,  and  three  in 
breadth.  At  the  head  of  the  bridge  stood  a 
company  of  genii,  of  a  prodigious  height, 
who  guarded  the  entrance  into  the  castle 
with  great  clubs  of  China  steel. 

"  Let  us  go  no  farther,"  said  Mobarec  ; 
"these  genii  will  knock  iis  down,  and  in 
order  to  prevent  their  coming  to  us,  we 
must  perform  a  magical  ceremony."  He 
then  di-ew  out  of  a  purse,  which  he  had 
Tinder  his  garment,  four  long  slips  of  yellow 
taffeta ;  one  he  put  about  his  middle,  and 
laid  the  other  on  his  back,  giA-ing  the  other 
two  to  the  prince,  who  did  the  like.  Then 
Mobarec  laid  on  the  ground  two  large  table- 
cloths, on  the  edges  whereof  he  scattered 
some  precious  stones,  musk,  and  amber. 
Then  he  sat  down  on  one  of  those  cloths, 
and  Zeyn  on  the  other ;  and  Mobarec  said 
to  the  jirince,  "  I  shall  now,  sir,  conjui'e  the 
king  of  the  genii,  who  lives  in  the  jialace 
that  is  before  us  :  may  he  come  in  a  peace- 
able mood  to  us  !  I  confess  I  am  not  with- 
out apprehension  about  the  reception  he  may 
give  us.  If  our  coming  into  this  island  is 
disi)leasing  to  him,  he  wiU  appear  in  the 
shape  of  a  dreadful  monster ;  but  if  he  ap- 
proves of  your  design,  he  wiU  shew  himself 
in  the  shape  of  a  handsome  man.  As  soon 
as  he  appears  before  us,  you  must  rise  and 
salute  him,  -without  going  off  your  cloth  ;  for 
you  would  certainly  perish  should  you  stir 
off  it.  You  must  say  to  him,  '  Sovereign 
lord  of  the  genii,  my  father,  who  was  your 
servant,  has  been  taken  away  by  the  angel 
of  death  :  I  wish  your  majesty  may  protect 
me,  as  you  always  protected  my  father.'  If 
the  king  of  the  genii,"  added  Mobarec,  "ask 
you  what  favour  you  desire  of  him,  you  must 
answer,  '  Sir,  I  most  humbly  beg  of  you  to 
give  me  the  ninth  statue.'  " 

Mobarec,  having  thus  instructed  prince 
Zeyn,  began  his  conjuration.  Immediately 
their  eyes  were  dazzled  ^^^th  a  long  flash  of 
lightning,  which  was  followed  by  a  clap  of 
thunder.  The  whole  island  was  covered 
with  a  thick  darkness,   a  furious  storm  of 


wind  blew,  a  dreadful  cry  was  hcM-d,  the 
island  felt  a  shock,  and  there  was  siich  an 
earthcpiake  as  that  which  Asrayel  is  to  cause 
on  the  day  of  judgment. 

Zeyn  was  startled,  and  began  to  look  upon 
that  noise  as  a  very  iU  omen;  Avhen  Mo- 
barec, who  knew  better  than  he  what  to 
think  of  it,  began  to  smile,  and  said,  "Take 
courage,  my  prince  ;  all  goes  well."  In 
short,  that  very  moment,  the  king  of  the 
genii  appeared  in  the  shape  of  a  very  hand- 
some man,  yet  there  was  something  of  a 
sternness  in  his  air. 

As  soon  as  prince  Zeyn  had  made  him  the 
compliment  he  had  been  taught  by  Mobarec, 
the  king  of  the  genii  smiling,  answered, 
"  My  son,  I  loved  your  father,  and  every 
time  he  came  to  pay  me  his  respects,  I  pre- 
sented him  with  a  statue,  which  he  carried 
away  Math  him.  I  have  no  less  kindness  for 
you.  I  obliged  yoiir  father,  some  days  before 
he  died,  to  write  that  which  you  read  on  the 
piece  of  white  satin.  I  promised  him  to  re- 
ceive you  under  my  protection,  and  to  give 
you  the  ninth  statue,  which  in  beauty  sur- 
passes those  you  have  already.  I  have  be- 
gun to  perform  my  promise  to  him.  It  was 
I  whom  you  saw  in  a  dream,  in  the  shape  of 
an  old  man  :  I  caused  you  to  open  the  sub- 
terraneous place,  where  the  lu-ns  and  the 
statues  are  :  I  have  a  great  share  in  all  that 
has  befallen  you,  or  rather  am  the  occasion 
of  it.  I  know  the  motive  that  brought  you 
hithA.'  :  you  shall  obtain  what  you  desire. 
Though  I  had  not  promised  your  father  to 
give  it,  I  would  willingly  gi-ant  it  to  you  : 
but  you  must  first  swear  to  me  by  all  that 
is  sacred,  that  you  wUl  return  to  this  island, 
and  that  you  wiU  bring  a  maid  that  is  in  her 
fifteenth  year,  and  who  has  never  known 
man,  nor  desired  to  know  any.  She  must 
also  be  perfectly  beautiful :  and  you  so  much 
a  master  of  yourself,  as  not  even  to  desire 
to  enjoy  her,  as  yoii  are  conducting  her 
hither." 

Zeyn  took  the  rash  oath  that  was  required 
of  him.  ' '  But,  my  lord, "  said  he  then, 
"  suppose  I  .should  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
meet  •wi'Ca.  such  a  maid  as  you  require,  how 
shall  I  know  that  I  have  foimd  her?"  "I 
OAvn,"  answered  the  king  of  the  genii,  smil- 
ing, "that  you  might  be  mistaken  in  her 
appearance  :  that  knowledge  is  above  the 
sons  of  Adam,  and  therefore  I  do  not  mean 
to  depend  upon  your  judgment  in  that  par- 
ticular :  I  will  give  you  a  looking-glass, 
which  wiU  be  more  certain  than  your  oon- 
jectures.  When  you  shall  have  seen  a 
maiden  fifteen  years  of  age,  perfectly  beau- 
tiful, you  shall  only  need  look  into  the 
glass,  iu  which  yovi  shall  see  her  figure.  If 
she  be  chaste,  the  glass  wiU  remain  clean 
and  unsullied ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it 
sullies,  that  will  be  a  certain  sign  that  she 
has  not  always  been  prudent,  or  at  least 
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that  she  has  desired  to  cease  to  be  so.  Do 
not  forget  the  oath  yoii  have  taken  :  keep 
it  like  a  man  of  honour ;  otherwise  I  will 
take  away  your  life,  as  much  kindness  as  I 
have  for  you."  Prince  Zeyn  Alasnam  pro- 
tested again  that  he  would  faithfully  keep 
his  word. 

Then  the  king  of  the  genii  delivered  to 
him  a  looking-glass,  saying,  "My  son,  you 
may  return  when  you  please  ;  there  is  the 
glass  you  are  to  make  use  of."  Zeyn  and 
Mobarec  took  leave  of  the  king  of  the  genii, 
and  went  towards  the  lake.  The  boatman 
with  the  elephant's  head  brought  the  boat, 
and  carried  them  over  the  lake  as  he  had 
done  before.  They  joined  their  servants, 
and  retiu'ned  with  them  again  to  Cairo. 

Prince  Alasnam  rested  a  few  days  at  Mo- 
barec's  house,  and  then  said  to  him,  "  Let 
us  go  to  Bagdad  to  seek  a  maiden  for  the 
king  of  the  genii."  "Why,  are  we  not  at 
Grand  Cairo  ?"  said  Mobarec  :  "shall  we  not 
there  find  beautiful  maidens  enough  ? " 
"You  are  in  the  right,"  answered  the 
prince ;  "  but  how  shall  we  do  to  find 
where  they  are  ?"  "Do  not  trouble  your- 
self about  that,  sir,"  answered  Mobarec ; 
"  I  know  a  very  shrewd  old  w^oman,  whom 
I  will  entrust  with  that  affair,  and  she  will 
acqxiit  herself  well." 

Accordingly  the  old  woman  found  means 
to  shew^  the  prince  a  considerable  number  of 
1)eautif\d  maidens  of  fifteen  years  of  age  ; 
but  w"hen  he  had  viewed  them,  and  came  to 
considt  his  looking-glass,  the  faithful  touch- 
stone of  their  ^drtue,  the  glass  always  ajj- 
jieared  sullied.  All  the  maidens  in  the 
court  and  city,  that  were  in  their  fifteenth 
year,  underwent  the  trial  one  after  another, 
and  the  glass  never  remained  bright  and 
clear. 

When  they  saw  there  were  no  chaste 
maids  to  be  found  in  Cairo,  they  went  to 
Bagdad,  where  they  hired  a  magnificent  pa- 
lace in  one  of  the  chief  quarters  of  the  city, 
and  began  to  live  splenditUy.  They  kept 
open  house  ;  and  after  all  people  had  eaten 
in  the  palace,  the  fragments  were  carried  to 
the  dervises,  who  by  that  means  had  com- 
fortable subsistence. 

There  lived  in  that  quarter  an  iman,  whose 
name  was  Boubekir  Muezin,  a  vain,  haughty, 
and  envious  person  :  he  hated  the  rich,  only 
because  he  was  poor,  his  misery  making 
him  angry  at  his  neighbours'  prosperity. 
He  heard  talk  of  Zeyn  Alasnam,  and  of 
the  plenty  his  house  afforded.  This  w'as 
enough  for  him  to  take  an  aversion  to  that 
prince  ;  and  it  proceeded  so  far,  that  one 
day,  after  the  evening  prayer  in  the  mosque, 
he  said  to  the  people,  "Brethren,  T  have 
been  told  there  is  come  to  live  in  om-  ward 
a  stranger,  who  every  day  gives  away  im- 
mense sums.  How  do  we  know  but  that 
this  imknown  jterson  is  some  villain,  who 


has  committed  a  great  robbery  in  his  own 
country,  and  comes  hither  to  enjoy  him- 
self? Let  us  take  care,  brethren  :  if  the 
caliph  shoidd  be  informed  that  such  a  man 
is  in  our  ward,  it  is  to  be  feared  he  will 
punish  us  for  not  acquainting  him  with  it. 
I  declare,  for  my  part,  I  wash  my  hands  of 
it ;  and  if  anything  shoidd  happen  amiss,  it 
shall  not  lie  at  my  door."  The  midtitude, 
Avho  are  easily  led  away,  with  one  voice 
cried  to  Boubekir,  "It  is  your  business, 
doctor  :  do  you  acquaint  the  council  with 
it."  The  iman  went  home  well  pleased,  and 
drew  up  a  memorial,  resolving  to  present  it 
to  the  caliph  next  day. 

But  Mobarec,  who  had  been  at  prayers, 
and  heard  all  that  was  said  by  the  doctor,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  company,  put  five 
hundred  pieces  of  gold  into  a  handkerchief, 
made  up  with  a  parcel  of  several  silks,  and 
went  away  to  Boubekir's  house.  The  doctor 
asked  him  in  a  harsh  tone,  Avhat  he  wanted. 
"  Doctor,"  answered  Mobarec,  with  an  ob- 
liging air,  and  at  the  same  time  putting  into 
his  hand  the  gold  and  the  silk,  ' '  T  am  yom* 
neighbour  and  your  servant :  I  come  from 
prince  Zeyn,  who  lives  in  this  ward  :  he  has 
heard  of  your  worth,  and  has  ordered  me  to 
come  and  tell  you  that  he  desires  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  you,  and  in  the  meantime  de- 
sires you  to  accept  of  this  small  present." 
Boubekir  was  transported  with  joy,  and  an- 
swered Mobarec  thiis  :  "Be  jileased,  sir,  to 
beg  the  prince's  pardon  for  me  :  I  am 
ashamed  I  have  not  yet  been  to  see  him ; 
but  I  will  atone  for  my  faxdt,  and  wait  on 
him  to-morrow." 

Accortlingly  the  next  day,  after  morning 
prayer,  he  said  to  the  people,  "  You  must 
understand,  brethren,  that  no  man  is  without 
some  enemies  :  envy  pursues  those  chiefly 
who  are  very  rich.  The  stranger  I  spoke  to 
you  about  yesterday  in  the  evening  is  no  ill 
man,  as  some  ill-designing  persons  woidd 
have  persuaded  me  :  he  is  a  young  prince 
endowed  with  every  virtue.  It  behoves  us 
to  take  care  how  we  go  and  give  any  ill  ac- 
coimt  of  him  to  the  caliph." 

Boubekir  having  thus  wiped  off  the  ill 
impression  he  had  the  day  before  given  the 
people  concerning  Zeyii,  returned  home,  j)ut 
on  his  best  apparel,  and  went  to  visit  that 
young  prince,  who  gave  him  a  courteous 
i-eception.  After  several  compliments  had 
passed  on  both  sides,  Boubekir  said  to  the 
prince,  "  Sir,  do  you  design  to  stay  long  at 
Bagdad  ?"  "  I  shall  stay,"  answered  Zeyn, 
"  till  I  can  find  a  maid,  fifteen  years  of  age, 
perfectly  beautiful,  and  so  chaste,  that  she 
has  not  only  never  known  a  man,  but  even 
never  desired  to  know  him."  "You  seek 
after  a  great  rarity,"  rei)lied  the  iman ; 
"  and  I  should  be  apt  to  fear  your  search 
woidd  prove  unsuccessful,  did  I  not  know 
where  there  is  a  maid  of  that  character. 
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Her  father  was  formerly  vizier  ;  but  he  has 
left  the  court,  and  Uved  a  long  time  in  a 
house  by  itself,  where  he  applies  himself 
solely  to  the  education  of  his  (laughter.  If 
you  please,  I  will  go  ask  her  of  him  for  you  : 
I  do  not  question  but  he  will  be  overjoyed 
to  have  a  son-in-law  of  your  quality." 
"  Not  so  fast,"  said  the  prince,  "  I  shall  not 
marry  that  maid  before  I  know  whether  I 
like  her.  As  for  her  beauty,  I  can  depend 
on  you  ;  biit  what  assurance  can  you  give 
me  in  relation  to  her  virtue?"  "What 
assurance  do  you  require  ? "  said  Boubekir. 
"I  must  see  her  face,"  answered  Zeyn  ; 
"that  is  enough  for  me  to  form  a  resolu- 
tion." "You  are  skUfid,  then,  in  physiog- 
nomy ?  "  replied  the  iman,  smiling.  ' '  Well, 
come  along  with  me  to  her  father's  :  I  will 
desire  him  to  let  you  see  her  one  moment  in 
his  presence." 

jNIuezin  conducted  the  prince  to  the 
vizier's  ;  who,  as  soon  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  prince's  birth  and  design,  calhd 
his  daughter,  and  made  her  take  otf  her  veil. 
Never  had  the  young  king  of  Balsora  lieheld 
such  a  perfect  and  striking  beauty.  He 
stood  amazed  :  and  since  he  could  then  try 
whether  the  maid  was  as  chaste  as  fair,  he 
jiuUed  out  his  glass,  which  remained  Ijright 
and  unsullied. 

When  he  perceived  he  had  at  length  found 
such  a  person  as  he  desired,  he  enti-eated  the 
vizier  to  grant  her  to  him.  Immediately 
the  lady  was  sent  for,  and  came  ;  the  con- 
tract was  signed,  and  the  marriage  prayer 
said.  After  which  ceremony,  Zeyn  carried 
the  vizier  to  his  house,  where  he  treated  him 
magnificently,  and  gave  him  considerable 
presents.  Next  he  sent  a  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  jewels  to  the  bride  by  Mobarec, 
who  brought  her  to  his  house,  where  the 
wedding  was  kept  with  all  the  pomp  that 
became  Zeyn's  quahty.  When  all  the  com- 
pany was  dismissed,  Mobarec  said  to  his 
master,  "Letiis  begone,  sir;  let  us  not  stay 
any  longer  at  Bagdad,  but  return  to  Cairo  ; 
remember  the  promise  you  made  the  king 
of  the  genii."  "  Let  us  go,"  answered  the 
prince;  "I  must  take  care  to  perform  it 
exactly :  yet  I  nmst  confess,  my  dear 
Mobarec,  that  if  I  obey  the  king  of  the 
genii,  it  is  not  without  reluctance.  The 
person  I  have  married  is  charming,  and  I 
am  tempted  to  carry  her  to  Balsora,  and 
place  her  on  the  throne."  "Alas!  sir," 
answered  Mobarec,  "take  heed  how  you 
give  way  to  your  inclination  :  make  yourself 
master  of  your  passions,  and  whatsoever  it 
cost  you,  be  as  good  as  your  word  to  the 
king  of  the  genii."  "Well,  then,  Mobarec," 
said  the  prince,  "do  you  take  care  to  conceal 
that  lovely  maid  from  me ;  let  her  never 
appear  in  my  sight ;  perhaps  I  have  already 
seen  too  much  of  her." 

Mobarec  made  all  ready  for  their  depar- 


ture ;  they  returned  to  Cairo,  and  thence  set 
out  for  the  island  of  the  king  of  the  genii. 
When  they  were  there,  the  maid,  who  had 
performed  the  journey  in  a  horse-litter,  and 
whom  the  prince  had  never  seen  since  his 
wedding-day,  said  to  Mobarec,  "Where  are 
we  ?  Shall  we  be  soon  in  the  dominions  of 
the  prince  my  husband  ? "  "Madam,"  an- 
swered Mobarec,  "  it  is  time  to  undeceive 
you.  Prince  Zeyn  married  you  only  in 
order  to  get  you  from  your  father  :  he  did 
not  engage  his  faith  to  you,  to  make  you 
sovereign  of  Balsora,  but  to  deliver  you  to 
the  king  of  the  genii,  who  has  asked  of  him 
a  virgin  of  your  character."  At  these  words 
she  began  to  weep  bitterly,  which  moved 
the  prince  and  Mobarec.  "  Take  pity  on 
me,"  said  she  ;  "I  am  a  stranger  ;  you  will 
be  accountable  to  God  for  your  treachery 
towards  me." 

Her  tears  and  complaints  were  of  no 
effect,  for  she  was  presented  to  the  king  of 
the  genii,  who  having  gazed  on  her  with 
attention,  said  to  Zeyn,  "  Prince,  I  am  satis- 
fied with  your  behaviour ;  the  virgin  yoii 
have  brought  me  is  beautif  id  and  chaste,  and 
I  am  pleased  with  the  force  yoii  have  put 
upon  yourself  to  be  as  good  as  your  word  to 
me.  Return  to  your  dominions,  and  when 
you  shall  enter  the  subterraneous  room, 
where  the  eight  statues  are,  you  shall  find 
the  ninth  which  I  promised  you.  I  wiU 
make  my  genii  carry  it  tliitiier."  Zeyn 
thanked  the  king  and  returned  to  Cairo 
with  Mobarec,  but  did  not  stay  long  there  ; 
his  impatience  to  see  the  ninth  statue  made 
him  hasten  his  dejiarture.  However,  he 
coidd  not  but  often  think  of  the  young 
\-irgin  he  married ;  and,  blaming  himself 
for  having  deceived  her,  he  looked  uj^on 
himself  as  the  cause  and  instrument  of  her 
misfortune.  "Alas!"  said  he  to  himself, 
"  I  have  taken  her  from  a  tender  father,  to 
sacrifice  her  to  a  genie.  O  incomparable 
beauty  !  you  deserve  a  better  fate." 

Prince  Zejoi,  disturbed  with  these  thoughts, 
at  length  reached  Balsora,  where  his  sub- 
jects made  extraordinary  rejoicings  for  his 
return.  He  went  directly  to  give  an  ac- 
coimt  of  his  joiu-ney  to  his  mother,  who 
was  in  a  rapture  to  hear  he  had  obtained 
the  ninth  statue.  "  Let  us  go,  my  son," 
said  she,  "  let  us  go  see  it,  for  it  is  certainly 
in  the  chamber  underground,  since  the  king 
of  the  genii  tokl  you  you  should  find  it 
there."  The  young  king  and  his  mother, 
being  both  imj^atient  to  see  that  wonderful 
statue,  went  down  to  the  subterraneous 
place,  and  into  the  room  of  the  statues ; 
but  how  great  was  their  surprise,  when, 
instead  of  a  statue  of  diamonds,  they  esj^ied 
on  the  ninth  pedestal  a  most  beautiful  virgin, 
whom  the  prince  knew  to  be  the  same  he 
had  conducted  to  the  island  of  the  genii  ! 
"Prince,"  said  the  young  maid,   "you  are 
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surprised  to  see  me  hero  ;  yoii  expected  to 
have  found  something  more  precious  than 
me,  and  I  question  not  but  tliat  you  now- 
repent  having  taken  so  much  trouble  :  you 
expected  a  better  reward."  "  Madam," 
answered  Zeyn,  "  Heaven  is  my  witness, 
that  I  more  tlian  once  was  hke  to  have 
broken  my  word  with  the  king  of  the  genii, 
to  keep  you  to  myself.  Whatsoever  be  the 
value  of  a  diamond  statue,  is  it  worthy 
the  satisfaction  of  enjoying  you  ?  I  love 
you  above  all  the  iliamonds  and  wealth  in 
the  world." 

Just  as  he  was  done  speaking,  a  clap  of 
thunder  was  heard,  which  shook  that  subter- 
raneous place.  Zeyn's  mother  was  frighted, 
but  the  king  of  the  genii  immediately  appear- 
ing, dispelled  her  fear.  "  INIadam,"  said  he 
to  her,  ' '  I  protect  and  love  your  son  :  I 
had  a  mind  to  try  whether,  at  his  age,  he 
could  subdue  his  passions.  I  know  the 
charms  of  this  young  lady  have  wrought  on 
him,  and  that  he  did  not  punctually  keep 
the  promise  he  had  made  me,  not  to  desire 
to  enjoy  her ;  but  I  am  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  frailty  of  the  human  nature.  This 
is  the  ninth  statue  I  designed  for  him  ;  it 
is  more  rare  and  precious  than  the  others. 
Live,"  said  he,  (directing  his  discourse  to 
the  yomig  pi-ince,)  "live  happy,  Zeyn,  with 
this  young  lady,  who  is  your  wife  ;  and  if 
you  would  have  her  true  and  constant  to 
you,  love  her  always,  and  love  her  only. 
Give  her  no  rival,  and  I  will  answer  for  her 
fidelity."  Having  spoken  these  words,  the 
king  of  the  genii  vanished,  and  Zeyn,  en- 
chanted with  that  young  lady,  consummated 
the  marriage  the  same  day,  and  caused  her 
to  be  proclaimed  queen  of  Balsora.  Those 
two  ever-faithfid  and  loving  consorts  lived 
together  many  years. 


THE     HTSTOP.Y     OF     CODADAD     AND     HIS 
BROTHERS. 

Those  who  have  written  the  history  of  the 
kingdom  of  Diarbekir  inform  us,  that  there 
formerly  reigned  in  the  city  of  Harran  a 
most  magnificent  and  potent  king,  ^vho 
loved  his  subjects,  and  was  equally  beloved 
by  them.  He  was  endued  with  all  virtues, 
and  wanted  nothing  to  complete  his  hap- 
piness but  an  heir.  Though  he  had  the 
finest  women  in  the  world  in  his  seraglio,  yet 
was  he  destitute  of  children.  He  continu- 
ally jirayed  to  Heaven  for  them  ;  and  one 
night  in  his  slee]),  a  comely  person,  or  rather 
a  prophet,  appeared  to  him,  and  said,  "  Your 
prayers  are  heard ;  you  have  obtained  what 
you  desii-ed  :  rise  as  soon  as  you  awake,  go 
to  your  in-ayers,  and  make  two  genuflexions; 
then  walk  into  the  garden  of  your  palace, 
call  your  gardener,  and  bid  him  bring  you  a 
pomegranate ;  eat  as  many  of  the  seeds  as 


you  please,  and  your  wishes  shall  be  accom- 
plished." 

The  king  calling  to  mind  his  dream  when 
he  awaked,  returned  thanks  to  Heaven,  got 
up,  went  to  i^rayers,  made  two  genuflexions, 
and  then  went  down  into  his  garden,  where 
he  took  fifty  pomegranate  seeds,  which  he 
counted  and  ate.  He  had  fifty  wives  who 
shared  his  bed  ;  they  all  proved  with  child  ; 
but  there  was  one  called  Pirouze,  who  did  not 
appear  to  be  pregnant.  He  took  an  aversion 
to  that  lady,  and  woidd  have  her  put  to 
death.  "Her  barrenness,"  said  he,  "is  a 
certain  token  that  Heaven  does  not  judge 
Pirouz6  worthy  to  bear  a  prince ;  it  is  my  duty 
to  deliver  the  world  from  an  object  that  is 
odious  to  the  Lord."  He  had  taken  thi!4 
cruel  resolution,  but  his  vizier  diverted  him 
from  putting  it  in  execution ;  representing  to 
him  that  all  women  were  not  of  the  same 
constitution,  and  that  it  was  not  impossible 
but  that  Pirouzi;  might  be  with  child,  though 
it  did  not  yet  appear.  "  Well,"  answered  the 
king,  "let  her  live;  but  let  her  depart  my 
court;  for  I  cannot  endure  hei-."  "Your 
majesty,"  replied  the  vizier,  "may  send  her 
to  prince  Samer,  your  cousin."  The  king 
approved  of  his  advice ;  he  sent  Pirouze  to 
Samaria,  with  a  letter,  in  which  he  ordered 
his  cousin  to  treat  her  well,  and  in  case  she 
proved  with  child,  to  give  him  notice  of  her 
being  brought  to  bed. 

No  sooner  was  Pirouze  arrived  in  that 
country,  but  it  appeared  that  she  was  with 
child,  and  at  length  she  was  delivered  of  a 
most  beautiful  prince.  The  prince  of  Sama- 
ria wrote  immediately  to  the  king  of  Harran, 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  birth  of  that  son, 
and  to  congratulate  him  on  that  occasion. 
The  king  was  much  rejoiced  at  it,  and  an- 
.swered  prince  Samer  as  follows  : — "  Cousin, 
all  my  other  wives  have  each  been  delivered 
of  a  prince  ;  so  that  we  have  a  great  number 
of  children  here.  I  desire  you  to  breed  up 
that  of  Pirouze,  to  give  him  the  name  of 
Codadad,*  and  to  send  him  to  me  when  I 
send  for  him." 

The  prince  of  Samaria  spared  nothing  that 
might  improve  the  education  of  his  nephew. 
He  taught  him  to  ride,  draw  the  bow,  and  all 
the  other  things  becoming  the  son  of  a  kiug ; 
so  that  Codadad,  at  eighteen  years  of  age, 
was  looked  upon  as  a  prodigj\  The  young 
prince,  being  inspired  with  a  courage  wor- 
thy his  birth,  said  one  day  to  his  mother, 
' '  Madam,  I  begin  to  grow  weary  of  Sa- 
mai-ia  ;  I  feel  a  passion  for  glory  ;  give  me 
leave  to  go  seek  it  amidst  the  perils  of  war. 
My  father,  the  king  of  Harran,  has  many 
enemies ;  some  neighbouring  princes  wish 
to  disturb  his  repose.  Why  does  he  not  call 
me  to  his  assistance  ?  Why  does  he  leave 
me  here  so  long  in  infancy  ?     Must  I  spend 
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my  life  here  in  sloth,  when  all  my  brothers 
have  the  hapjiiness  to  be  fighting  by  his 
side?"  "  My  son, "  answered  Pironze,  "I 
am  no  less  impatient  to  have  your  name 
become  famous ;  I  could  wish  you  had 
already  signalised  yourself  against  your 
father's  enemies  ;  but  we  must  wait  till  he 
requires  it."  "No,  madam,"  replied  Coda- 
dad  ;  "  I  have  already  waited  but  too  long. 
I  long  to  see  the  king,  and  am  tempted  to 
go  offer  him  my  service,  as  a  young  stranger : 
no  doubt  but  he  will  accept  of  it,  and  I  will 
not  discover  myself  till  I  have  iierformed  a 
thousand  glorious  actions.  I  desire  to  merit 
his  esteem  before  he  knows  Avho  I  am." 
Pironze  aj^proved  of  his  generous  resolution, 
and  Codadad  one  day  departed  from  Sama- 
ria, as  if  he  had  been  going  a-himting, 
without  acquainting  jirince  Samer,  for  fear 
he  should  thwart  his  design. 

He  was  mounted  on  a  white  horse,  which 
had  a  gold  bit  and  shoes ;  his  housing  was  of 
blue  satin  embroid- 
ered   with  peai'ls; 
the  hilt  of  his  sci- 
mitar was  of   one  ' 
single        diamond, 

and    the  scabbard  _         ~~ 

of  sandal-wood,  all 
adorned  with  emer- 
alds and  rubies,  and 
on  his  shoidder  he 
carried  his  1)0W  and 
quiver.  In  this 
equipage,  which 
greatly  set  off  his 
good  j^erson,  he  ar- 
rived at  the  city  of 
Harran,  and  soon 
found  means  to 
offer  his  service  to 
the  king;  who,  be- 
ing chai-med  with 
his  beauty  and  ad- 
vantageous pre- 
sence, and  perha2)s,  indeed,  by  natural  sym- 
pathy, gave  him  a  favourable  reception,  and 
asked  his  name  and  quality.  "Sir, "  answered 
Codadad,  "  I  am  son  to  an  emir  of  Grand  Cairo  : 
an  inclination  to  travel  has  made  me  quit  my 
country,  and  understanding,  in  my  passage 
through  your  dominions,  that  you  Avere  en- 
gaged in  war  with  some  of  your  neighbours, 
I  am  come  to  your  court,  to  offer  your 
majesty  my  scrAace."  The  king  shewed  him 
extraordinary  kindness,  and  gave  him  an 
employment  in  his  troop. 

The  young  prince  soon  signalised  his  bra- 
very. He  gained  the  esteem  of  the  officers, 
and  was  admired  by  the  soldiers.  And  hav- 
ing no  less  wit  than  courage,  he  so  far 
advanced  himself  in  the  king's  affection,  as 
to  become  his  favoiu'ite.  All  the  ministers 
and  other  courtiers  daily  resorted  to  Cod- 
adad,   and  were  so  eager  to  purchase  his 


friendship,  that  they  neglected  the  king's 
other  sons.  Those  iirinces  could  not  but  re- 
sent it ;  and  imputing  it  to  the  stranger,  they 
all  conceived  an  imjjlacable  hatred  against 
him  ;  but  the  king's  affection  daily  increas- 
ing, he  was  never  weary  of  giving  him  fresh 
testimonies  of  it.  He  always  woidtl  have 
him  near  him;  he  adrau-ed  his  discourse, 
ever  full  of  wit  and  discretion  ;  and  to  shew 
his  high  opinion  of  his  wisdom  and  prudence, 
he  committed  to  his  care  the  other  princes, 
though  he  Avas  of  the  same  age  as  they  ;  so 
that  Codadad  was  made  governor  of  hio 
brothers. 

This  only  served  to  heighten  their  hatred. 
"Is  it  come  to  this,"  said  they,    "  that  the 
king,    not    satisfied   with  loving  a  stranger 
more   than   wa,   will   have   him    to    be    our 
.  governor,  and  not  allow  lis  to  do  anything 
:  without  his  leave?      This  is  not  to  be  en- 
i  dured.      We    must   rid    ourselves    of    this 
1  stranger."      "Let  iis  go  together,"  said  one 
of  them,  "  and  de- 
spatch him."  "No, 
no,"  answered  an- 
other ;     "we  had 
better  be  cautious 
how    we    sacrifice 
ourselves.     His 
death  would  render 
us   odious    to   the 
king,  -who  in  return 
woidd    declare    us 
all     unworthy     to 
leign.     Let  us  de- 
stroy the  stranger 
artfidly.     We  will 
ask  his  leave  to  go 
hunting,  and  when 
at  a  distance  from 
the  palace,  we  will 
pi'oceed    to     some 
other  city  and  stay 
there    some   time. 
The  king  wiU  won- 
der at  our  absence,  and  perceiving  we  do 
not  return,  he  may  perhaps  put  the  stranger 
to  death,  or  at  least  wiU  tm-n  him  out  of  the 
court,  for  suffering  us  to  leave  the  palace." 
All   the    jirinces   applauded  this   artifice. 
They  went  together  to  Codadad,  and  desiied 
him  to  give  them  leave  to  take  the  diversion 
of  hunting,  promising  to  return   the  same 
day.     Pirouze's  son  was  taken  in  the  snare, 
and  granted  the  leave  his  brothers  desu-ed. 
They  set  out,  but  never  returned.     They  had 
been  three  days  absent,  when  the  king  aaked 
Codadad  where  the  princes  were,  for  it  was 
long  since  he  had  seen  them.      "  Sir,"  an- 
swered Codadad,    after  making  a  profound 
reverence,  "they  have  been  hunting  these 
three    days,    but   they   promised    me    they 
would  return  sooner."     The  king  grew  un- 
easy, and  his  uneasiness  increased  when  he 
perceived  the   princes   did  not  return   the 
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next  day.  He  could  uot  check  his  auger  : 
•'  Indiscreet  stranger,"  said  he  to  Codadad, 
"  why  did  you  let  my  sons  go  without 
bearing  them  company?  Is  it  thus  you 
discharge  the  trust  I  have  reposed  iu  you  ? 
(jo  seek  them  immediately,  and  bring  them 
to  me,  or  you  ai'e  a  dead  man." 

These  words  chilled  with  fear  Pirouze's 
unfortunate  son.  He  armed  himself,  went 
out  of  the  city,  and,  like  a  shepherd  who  had 
lost  his  flock,  searched  all  the  country  for  Ms 
brothers,  inquii-ing  at  every  village  whether 
they  had  been  seen  ;  and  hearing  no  news  of 
them,  abandoned  himself  to  the  most  lively 
grief.  "  Alas !  my  brothers,"  said  he, 
" what  is  become  of  you?  Are  you  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  our  enemies?  Am  T 
come  to  the  court  of  Harrau  to  be  the  oc- 
casion of  giving  the  king  so  much  anxiety?" 
He  was  inconsolable  for  having  given  the 
princes  leave  to  go  a-hunting,  or  for  not 
having  borne  them  company. 

After  some  days  spent  in  fruitless  search, 
he  came  to  a  plain  of  prodigious  extent,  in 
the  midst  whereof  was  a  palace  built  of  black 
marble.  He  drew  near,  and  at  one  of  the 
windows  spied  a  most  beautiful  lady,  but  set 
off'  with  no  other  ornament  than  her  own 
beauty;  for  her  hair  was  dishevelled,  her  gar- 
ments torn,  and  on  her  countenance  appeared 
all  the  marks  of  the  greatest  afHiction.  As 
soon  as  she  saw  Codadad,  and  judged  he 
might  hear  her,  she  directed  her  discourse  to 
Lim,  saying,  "  Yoimg  man,  get  away  from 
this  fatal  place,  or  you  ■will  soon  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  monster  that  inhabits  it : 
a  black,   who  feeds  only  on  human  blood, 


resides  iu  this  palace ;  he  seizes  all  persouF? 
whom  their  ill  fate  conducts  to  this  plain, 
and  shuts  them  up  in  his  dark  dungeons, 
whence  they  are  never  released  but  to  be 
devoured  by  him." 

"Madam,"  answered  Codadad,  "  tell  me 
who  you  are,  and  be  not  concerned  for  any 
more."  "I  am  a  young  woman  of  quality 
of  Gi'and  Cairo,"  replied  the  lady;  "I  was 
passing  by  this  castle  yestei-day,  in  my 
way  to  Bagdad,  and  met  with  the  black, 
who  kQled  all  my  servants,  and  brought  me 
hither :  I  wish  1  had  nothing  but  death  to 
fear ;  but  to  add  to  my  calamity,  this  mon- 
ster would  persuade  me  to  love  him,  and,  iu 
case  I  do  not  yield  to-morrow  to  his  bru- 
tality, I  miist  expect  the  last  violence.  Once 
more, "  added  she,  ' '  make  your  escape  : 
the  black  will  soon  return  ;  he  is  gone  out 
to  pursue  some  travellers  he  espied  at  a  dis- 
tance on  the  plain.  Lose  no  time  ;  I  know 
not  whether  you  can  escape  him  by  a  speedy 
flight." 

She  had  scarce  done  speaking  these  words 
before  the  black  appeared.  He  was  a  man 
of  monstrous  bulk,  and  of  a  dreadful  aspect, 
mounted  on  a  mighty  Tartar  horse,  and  bore 
such  a  large  and  heavy  scimitar,  that  none 
but  himself  could  make  use  of  it.  The  prince 
seeing  him,  was  amazed  at  his  monstrous 
stature,  directed  his  prayers  to  Heaven  to 
assist  him,  then  drew  his  scimitar,  and  firmly 
awaited  the  black,  who,  despising  so  incon- 
siderable an  enemy,  called  to  him  to  yield 
himself  without  fightmg  :  but  Codadad  by 
his  coimtenance  shewed  that  he  was  resolved 
to  defend  his  life ;  for  he  di'ew  near,  and  gave 


C<d^^ 


him  a  great  cut  on  the  knee.  The  black,  feel- 
ing himself  Avounded,  uttered  such  a  dreadful 
shriek  as  made  aU  the  plain  resound.  He 
grew  furious,  and  foamed  with  rage,   and 


raising  himself  in  his  stirrups,  made  at  Co- 
dadad with  his  dreadful  scimitar.  The  blov 
was  so  violent  that  it  would  have  jnit  an  end 
to  the  young  prince,  had  uot  he  avoided  it 
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by  a  sudden  spring  which  be  made  his  horse 
take.  The  scimitar  made  a  horrible  hissiug 
in  the  air  :  but  before  the  bLick  coidd  have 
time  to  make  a  second  blow,  Codadad  let 
faU  one  on  his  right  arm  with  such  fury, 
til  at  he  cut  it  off.  The  dreadful  scimitar  fell 
with  the  hand  that  held  it,  and  the  black, 
j'ielding  under  the  violence  of  the  stroke, 
lost  his  stirrups,  and  made  the  earth  shake 
with  the  noise  of  his  fall.  The  prince 
alighted  at  the  same  time,  and  cut  off  his 
enemy's  head.  Just  then  the  lady,  who  had 
been  a  spectator  of  that  combat,  and  was 
still  offering  up  her  earnest  prayers  to  Hea- 
ven for  that  young  hero,  whom  she  admired, 
gave  a  shriek  of  joy,  and  said  to  Codadad, 
' '  Prince,  (for  the  dangerous  victory  you  have 
obtained  convinces  me,  as  well  as  your  noble 
air,  that  you  are  of  no  common  rank,)  finish 
the  work  you  have  begun  :  the  black  has  the 
keys  of  this  castle  ;  take  them,  and  deliver 
me  out  of  prison."  The  pi-mce  searched  the 
wretch's  pockets,  as  he  lay  stretched  on  the 
ground,  and  found  several  keys. 

He  opened  the  first  door,  and  went  into  a 
court,  where  he  met  the  lady  coming  to  meet 
him  :  she  woidd  have  cast  herself  at  his  feet, 
the  better  to  express  her  gratitude  ;  but  he 
would  not  permit  it.  She  commended  his 
valour,  and  extoUed  him  above  all  the  heroes 
in  the  world.  He  returned  her  compliments, 
and  she  appeared  still  more  lovely  to  him 
near  at  hand  than  at  a  distance.  I  know  not 
whether  she  felt  more  joy  at  being  delivered 
from  the  desperate  danger  she  had  been  in, 
than  he  for  having  done  so  considerable  a 
service  to  so  beautiful  a  person. 

Their  discourse  was  interrupted  by  dismal 
cries  and  groans.  "What  do  I  hear?  "  said 
Codadad  :  "whence  come  those  miserable 
cries,  which  pierce  my  ears?  "  "My  lord," 
said  the  lady  to  him,  i)ointing  to  a  little  door 
in  the  court,  "they  come  from  thence.  There 
are  I  know  not  how  many  wretched  persons 
whom  fate  has  made  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  black.  They  are  all  chained,  and 
the  monster  drew  out  one  every  day  to 
devour." 

"It  is  an  addition  to  my  joy,"  answered 
the  young  prince,  "to  understand  that  ]ny 
victory  will  save  the  lives  of  those  unfortu- 
nate persons.  Come  along  with  me,  madam, 
to  i)artolie  in  the  satisfaction  of  giving  them 
their  liberty.  You  may  judge  by  yourself 
how  Avelcome  we  shall  be  to  them."  Having 
so  said,  they  advanced  towards  the  door  of 
the  dungeon,  and  the  nearer  they  drew,  the 
more  distinctly  they  heard  the  complaints  of 
the  prisoners.  Codadad  pitying  them,  and 
impatient  to  put  an  end  to  their  sufferings. 
])reseutly  jjut  one  of  the  keys  into  the  lock. 
He  did  not  take  the  right  one  at  first,  and 
therefore  he  took  another ;  which  noise  made 
all  those  unfortunate  creatures, — concluding 
it  was  the  black  who  came,  according  to  cus- 


tom, to  bring  them  some  meat,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  seize  one  of  them  to  eat  himself, 
^redouble  their  cries  and  groans.  Lament- 
able voices  were  heard,  Avhich  seemed  to  come 
from  the  centre  of  the  earth. 

In  the  meantime,  the  pi-ince  had  opened 
the  door,  and  went  down  a  very  steep  stair- 
case into  a  large  and  deep  vault,  which 
received  some  feeble  light  from  a  little  win- 
dow, and  in  which  there  were  above  a  hun- 
dred persons,  bound  to  stakes,  and  their 
hands  tied.  "Unfortunate  travellers,"  said 
he  to  them,  ' '  wretched  victims,  who  only 
expected  the  moment  of  an  approaching 
cruel  death,  give  thanks  to  Heaven,  which 
has  this  day  delivered  you  by  my  means.  I 
have  slain  the  black  by  whom  you  were  to 
be  devoured,  and  am  come  to  knock  off 
your  irons.''  The  prisoners  hearing  these 
words,  all  together  gave  a  shout  mingled 
with  joy  and  surprise.  Codadad  and  the 
lady  began  to  unbuid  them  ;  and  as  soon  as 
any  of  them  were  loose,  they  helped  to  take 
off'  the  fetters  from  the  rest ;  so  that  in  a 
short  time  they  were  all  at  liberty. 

They  then  kneeled  down,  and  having 
returned  thanks  to  Codadad  for  what  he  had 
done  for  them,  went  out  of  that  dungeon ; 
and  when  they  were  come  into  the  court, 
how  was  the  prince  surprised  to  see  among 
the  prisoners  those  he  was  in  search  of,  and 
almost  without  ho^jes  to  find  !  "Princes," 
cried  he,  ' '  am  I  not  deceived  ?  Is  it  you 
whom  I  behold  ?  May  I  flatter  myself  that 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  restore  you  to  the 
king  your  father,  who  is  inconsolable  for 
the  loss  of  you  ?  But  wiU  he  not  have  some 
one  to  lament?  Ai-e  you  all  here  alive? 
Alas  !  the  death  of  one  of  you  will  suffice 
to  damp  the  joy  I  feel  for  having  delivered 
you." 

The  forty  nine  jirinces  all  made  themselves 
known  to  Codadad,  who  embraced  them  one 
after  another,  and  told  them  how  uneasy 
their  father  was  on  account  of  their  absence. 
They  gave  their  dehverer  all  the  commenda- 
tions he  deserved,  as  did  the  other  prisoners, 
who  coidd  not  find  words  exjjressivc  enough 
to  declare  their  gratitude.  Codadad,  Avitli 
them,  took  a  \'iew  of  the  whole  castle,  where 
was  immense  wealth ;  curious  silks,  gold 
brocades,  Persian  carpets,  China  satins,  and 
an  infinite  quantity  of  other  goods,  which 
the  black  had  taken  from  the  caravans  he 
had  plunderetl  ;  a  considerable  part  whereof 
belonged  to  tlie  i)risoners  Codadad  had  then 
set  free.  Every  man  knew  and  claimed  his 
property.  The  jirince  restored  them  their 
own,  and  divided  the  rest  of  the  merchan- 
dise among  them.  Then  he  said  to  them, 
"How  will  you  do  to  carry  away  your 
goods  ?  We  are  here  in  a  desert  place,  and 
tliere  is  no  likelihood  of  your  getting  horses." 
"  My  lord,"  answered  one  of  the  i)risoners, 
"  the  black  robbed  us  of  our  camels  as  well 
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as  our  goods,  ami  perhaps  they  may  be  in 
the  stables  of  this  castle."  "This  is  not  un- 
likely," rejjlied  Codadad ;  "let  us  see." 
Accordingly  they  went  to  the  staldes,  where 
they  not  only  found  the  camels,  but  also  the 
horses  belonging  to  the  king  of  Harran's 
sons.  There  were  some  black  slaves  in  the  sta- 
bles, who  seeing  all  the  prisoners  released,  and 
guessing  therel)y  that  their  master  had  been 
killed,  lied  through  bye-ways  well  known  to 
them.  Nobody  minded  to  pursue  them.  All 
the  mei-chants,  overjoyed  that  they  had  re- 
covered their  goods  and  camels,  together 
with  their  liberty,  thought  of  nothing  but 
prosecuting  their  journey ;  but  first  repeat- 
ed their  thanks  to  their  deliverer. 

When  they  were  gone,  Codadad,  directing 
his  discourse  to  the  lady,  said,  "What  place, 
madam,  do  you  desire  to  go  to  ?  Whither 
Averc  you  bound  when  you  were  seized  by 
the  black  ?  I  intend  to  bear  you  company  to 
the  place  you  shall  chose  for  yom-  retreat, 
and  I  question  not  but  that  all  these  princes 
will  do  the  same."  The  king  of  Harrau's 
sons  protested  to  the  lady  that  they  would 
not  leave  her  till  she  was  restored  to  her 
friends. 

"Princes,"  said  she,  "I  am  of  a  country 
too  remote  from  hence;  and,  besides  that,  it 
would  be  abusing  your  generosity  to  oblige 
you  to  travel  so  far.  I  must  confess  that  I 
have  left  my  native  country  for  ever.  I  told 
you  awhile  ago  that  I  was  a  lady  of  Grand 
Cairo  ;  but  since  you  have  shewn  me  so 
much  favour,  and  I  am  so  highly  obliged  to 
you,"  added  she,  looking  upon  Codadad,  "I 
should  be  much  in  the  wrong  in  concealing 
the  truth  from  yoxi.  I  am  a  king's  daugh- 
ter. An  usurper  has  possessed  liimself  of 
my  father's  throne,  after  having  murdered 
him,  and  I  have  been  forced  to  Hy  to  save 
my  life." 

Then  Codadad  and  his  brothers  desired 
the  princess  to  tell  them  her  story,  assuring 
her  they  felt  a  particular  interest  in  her  mis- 
fortunes, and  were  determined  to  spare  for 
nothing  that  might  contribute  to  render  her 
more  happy.  After  thanking  them  for  their 
repeated  protestations  of  readiness  to  serve 
her,  she  could  not  refuse  to  satisfy  their 
curiosity,  and  began  the  recital  of  her  ad- 
ventures in  the  following  manner  : — 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  PEIXCESS  OF  DEKYAEAE. 

There  is  in  a  certain  island  a  great  city 
called  Deryabar ;  it  has  been  long  governed 
by  a  potent,  magnilicent,  and  virtuous  king. 
That  j)rince  had  no  children,  which  was  the 
only  thing  wanting  to  make  him  happy.  He 
continually  addressed  his  prayers  to  heaven, 
but  heaven  granted  his  requests  by  halves  ; 
for  tlie  queen  his  wife,  after  a  long  exi)ecta- 
tion,  brought  forth  a  daughter. 

I  am  the  unfortunate  princess  :  my  f.ather 


was  rather  troubled  than  pleased  at  my  birth  ; 
but  he  submitted  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
caused  me  to  be  educated  with  all  possible 
care,  being  resolved,  since  he  had  no  son, 
to  teach  me  the  art  of  ruling,  that  I  might 
supply  his  jdace  after  his  death. 

(Jue  day,  when  he  was  taking  the  diver- 
sion of  hunting,  he  espied  <a  wild  ass,  which 
he  chased,  lost  his  company,  and  was  car- 
ried away  so  far  by  his  eagerness  as  to  ride 
on  till  night.  He  then  alighted,  and  sat 
down  at  the  entrance  of  a  wood,  into  M'hich 
he  observed  the  ass  had  taken.  No  sooner 
was  the  day  shut  in  than  he  discovered 
among  the  trees  a  light,  which  made  him 
conclude  that  he  was  not  far  from  some  vil- 
lage. He  rejoiced  at  it,  hoping  that  he 
might  pass  the  night  there,  and  find  some 
person  to  send  to  his  followers  to  acquaint 
them  where  he  was  ;  and  accordingly  he  got 
uji,  and  walked  towards  the  light,  which 
served  to  guide  him. 

He  soon  found  he  had  been  deceived,  that 
light  being  no  other  than  a  fire  lighted  in  a 
hut ;  however,  he  drew  near,  and,  with 
amazement,  beheld  a  great  black  man,  or 
rather  a  dreadful  giant,  sitting  on  a  sofa. 
Before  the  monster  was  a  great  pitcher  of 
wine,  and  he  was  roasting  an  ox  he  had 
newly  killed.  Sometimes  he  drank  out  of 
the  pitcher,  and  sometimes  he  cut  slices  off 
the  ox,  and  ate  them.  But  that  which  most 
drew  the  king  my  father's  attention  was  a 
lieautiful  woman  whom  he  saw  in  the  hut. 
She  seemed  overwhelmed  with  grief ;  her 
hands  were  boimd,  and  at  her  feet  was  a 
little  child,  about  two  or  three  years  old, 
who,  as  if  he  was  sensible  of  his  mother's 
misfortunes,  wept  without  ceasing,  and  rent 
the  air  with  his  cries. 

i\Iy  father,  moved  with  that  pitiable  ob- 
ject, thought  at  first  to  have  gone  into  the 
hut,  and  attacked  the  giant ;  but,  consider- 
ing how  unequal  the  combat  would  be,  he 
stopped,  and  resolved,  since  he  had  not 
strength  enough  to  prevail  by  open  force,  to 
use  aj't.  Tn  the  meantime,  the  giant  hav- 
ing emptied  the  pitcher,  and  devoured  above 
half  the  ox,  turned  to  the  woman,  and  said, 
"  Beautiful  princess,  why  do  you  oblige  me 
by  your  obstinacy  to  treat  you  with  seve- 
rity ?  It  is  in  your  own  power  to  be  happy. 
You  need  only  to  resolve  to  love  and  be 
true  to  me,  and  I  shall  treat  you  with  more 
mildness."  ' ' Thou  hideous  satyr, "  answered 
the  lady,  ' '  never  exjiect  that  time  should 
wear  away  my  abhorrence  of  thee.  Thou 
wilt  ever  be  a  monster  in  my  eyes."  To 
these  words  she  added  so  many  reproaches, 
that  the  giant  grew  em-aged.  "  This  is  too 
much,"  cried  he,  in  a  furious  tone;  "my 
love  despised  is  turned  into  rage.  Your 
hatred  has  at  last  excited  mine  ;  I  find  it 
triumphs  over  my  desires,  and  that  I  now 
wish  your  death  more  ardently  than  your 
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enjoyment."  Having  spoken  tliese  words, 
lie  took  the  -WTetclied  lady  by  the  hair,  held 
her  lip  with  one  hand  in  the  air,  and  draw- 
ing his  scimitar  with  the  other,  was  just 
going  to  strike  off  her  head,  when  the  king 
my  father  let  tiy  an  arrow,  which  pierced 
the  giant's  breast,  so  that  he  staggered,  and 
dropped  down  dead. 

;NIy  father  entered  the  hut,  imbound  the 
lady's  hands,  inquired  who  she  was,  and  how 
she  came  thither.  "  My  lord,"  said  she, 
'  •  there  are  along  the  sea-coast  some  families 
of  Saracens,  who  live  under  a  prince,  who  is 
my  husband :  this  giant  you  have  killed  was 
one  of  his  principal  officers.  The  wretch  fell 
desperately  in  love  with  me,  but  took  espe- 
cial care  to  conceal  his  passion  till  he  could 
put  in  execution  the  design  he  had  formed 
of  stealing  me  away.  Fortune  oftener  fa- 
voiu'S  wicked  designs  than  virtuous  resolu- 
tions. The  giant  one  day  surprised  me  and 
my  child  in  a  bye-place.  He  seized  us  both, 
and,  to  disappoint  the  search  he  well  knew 
my  husband  would  cause  to  be  made  for  me, 
he  removed  from  the  country  inhabited  by 
those  Saracens,  and  brought  us  into  this 
wood,  where  he  has  kept  me  some  days. 
Dejilorable  as  my  condition  is,  'tis  still  a 
great  satisfaction  to  me  to  think  that  the 
giant,  though  so  brutal  and  amorous,  never 
used  force  to  obtain  what  I  always  refused 
to  his  entreaties.  Xot  but  that  he  has  a 
hundi-ed  times  threatened  that  he  would 
have  recourse  to  the  worst  of  extremities,  in 
case  he  could  not  otherwise  prevail  upon  me  ; 
and  I  must  confess  to  you,  that  awhile  ago, 
when  I  provoked  his  anger  bji-  mj-  words,  I 
was  less  concerned  for  my  life  than  for  my 
honour. 

"This,  my  loixl,"  said  the  prince  of  the 
Saracens'  wife,  "is  the  faithful  accoimt  of 
my  niisf oi-tunes ;  and  I  question  not  but  j^oii 
will  think  me  woilhy  of  your  compassion, 
and  that  you  will  not  repent  having  so  gene- 
rously relieved  me."  "Madam,"  answered 
my  father,  "be  assured  your  troubles  have 
ali'ected  me,  and  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
make  you  happy  again.  To-morrow,  as  soon 
as  day  appears,  we  will  quit  this  wood,  and 
endcavoiu-  to  fall  into  the  road  which  leads 
to  the  great  city  of  Deryabar,  of  which  I  am 
sovereign ;  and  if  you  think  fit,  you  shall  be 
lodged  in  my  palace,  tdl  the  prince  your 
husband  comes  to  claim  you." 

The  Saracen  lady  accepted  the  offer,  and 
the  next  day  followed  the  king  my  father, 
who  found  all  his  retinue  upon  the  skirts  of 
the  wood,  they  having  spent  the  night  in 
searching  after  him,  and  being  very  uneasy 
because  they  could  not  find  him.  They  were 
no  less  rejoiced  to  meet  with  than  amazed  to 
to  see  him  with  a  lady,  whose  beauty  sur- 
prised them.  He  told  them  how  he  had 
found  her,  and  the  risk  he  ran  in  approach- 
ing the  hut,  where  he  must  certaiidy  have 


lost  his  hfe  had  the  giant  spied  him.  One 
of  his  servants  took  up  the  lady  behind  him, 
and  another  carried  the  child. 

Thus  they  arrived  at  the  palace  of  the 
kmg  my  father,  who  assigned  the  beautiful 
Saracen  lady  an  apartment,  and  caused  her 
child  to  be  carefully  educated.  The  ladj"- 
was  not  insensible  of  the  king's  goodness  to 
her,  and  expressed  as  much  gi-atitude  as  he 
could  desire.  She  had  at  first  appeared  very 
uneasy,  and  imi)atient  that  her  husliand  did 
not  claim  her  ;  but  by  degrees  she  lost  that 
uneasiness.  The  respect  my  father  paid  her 
dispelled  her  impatience  ;  and  !•  am  of  opi- 
nion she  would  at  last  have  blamed  fortune 
more  for  restoring  her  to  her  kindred  than 
she  did  for  removing  her  from  them. 

In  the  meantime,  the  lady's  son  grew  up; 
he  was  very  handsome,  and,  not  wanting  wit, 
found  means  to  please  the  king  my  father, 
who  conceived  a  great  friendship  for  him. 
All  the  courtiei'S  perceived  it,  and  guessed 
that  that  young  man  might  in  the  end  be  my 
husband.  In  this  idea,  and  looking  on  him 
already  as  heir  to  the  cro^ni,  they  made  their 
court  to  him,  and  every  one  endeavoured  to 
gain  his  favour.  He  soon  saw  into  their 
designs,  grew  conceited  of  himself,  and,  for- 
getting the  distance  there  was  between  our 
conditions,  iiattered  himself  with  the  hopes 
that  my  father  was  fond  enough  of  him  to 
prefer  him  before  all  the  princes  in  the  world. 
He  went  further;  for  the  king  not  being 
forward  enough  in  offering  me  to  him  as  soon 
as  he  could  have  wished,  he  had  the  boldness 
to  ask  me  of  him.  Whatsoever  punishment 
his  insolence  deserved,  my  father  was  satis- 
fied with  telling  him  he  had  other  thoughts 
in  relation  to  me,  and  shewed  him  no  further 
resentment.  The  youth  was  incensed  at  this 
refusal;  the  vain  fellow  resented  the  con- 
tempt, as  if  he  had  asked  some  maid  of 
ordinary  extraction,  or  as  if  his  birth  had 
been  equal  to  mine.  Nor  did  he  stop  here, 
but  resolved  to  be  revenged  on  the  king, 
and,  with  unparelleled  ingratitude,  con- 
spired against  him.  In  short,  he  murdered 
him,  and  caused  himself  to  be  proclaimed 
king  of  Deryabar,  by  a  great  number  of 
malcontents,  whom  he  encouraged.  The 
first  thing  he  did,  after  ridding  himself  of 
my  father,  was  to  come  into  my  apartment, 
at  the  head  of  a  party  of  the  cons])ira- 
tors.  His  design  was  either  to  take  my  life, 
or  olilige  me  to  marry  him.  Whilst  he 
was  busy  murdering  my  father,  the  grand 
vizier,  who  had  been  always  loyal  to  his 
master,  came  to  carry  me  away  from  the 
palace,  and  secured  me  in  a  friend's  house, 
till  a  vessel  he  had  providetl  was  ready  to 
sail.  I  then  left  the  island,  attended  only 
by  a  governess  and  that  generous  minister, 
who  chose  rather  to  follow  his  master's 
daughter,  and  share  in  her  misfortunes,  than 
to  submit  to  a  tyrant. 
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I'lie  graiul  viziui-  designed  to  cany  me  to 
the  courts  of  the  neighbouring  kinga,  to  im- 
[iloro  their  assistance,  and  excite  them  to 
revenge  my  father's  death ;  but  heaven  did 
not  ajjprove  a  resohition  we  thouglit  so  just. 
When  we  had  been  but  a  few  days  at  sea, 
there  arose  such  a  furious  storm,  that,  in 
spite  of  all  the  mariners'  art,  our  vessel,  car- 
ried away  by  the  violence  of  the  winds  and 
waves,  was  dashed  in  pieces  against  a  rock. 
I  will  not  spend  time  in  describing  our  ship- 
wreck. I  can  but  faintly  represent  to  you 
bow  my  governess,  the  grand  vizier,  and  all 
that  attended  me,  were  swallowed  up  by  the 
sea.  The  dread  I  was  seized  with  did  not 
permit  me  to  observe  all  the  horror  of  our 
condition.  I  lost  my  senses ;  and  whether 
I  was  tlu'own  upon  the  coast  upon  any  part 
of  the  wi-eck  of  our  ship,  or  whether  Hea- 
ven, which  reserved  me  for  other  misfor- 
tunes, wrought  a  miracle  for  my  deliverance, 
I  found  myself  on  shore  when  my  senses 
returned. 

Misfortunes  very  often  make  us  forget  our 
duty.  Instead  of  returning  thanks  to  God 
for  so  singular  a  favour  shewn  me,  I  only 
lifted  up  my  eyes  to  heaven,  to  complain 
because  I  had  been  preserved.  I  was  so  far 
from  bewailing  the  vizier  and  my  governess, 
that  T  euN-ied  their  fate  ;  and  dreadful  imagi- 
nations by  degrees  prevailing  over  my  rea- 
son, I  resolved  to  cast  myself  into  the  sea  : 
I  \vas  upon  the  point  of  doing  so,  when  I 
heard  behind  me  a  great  noise  of  men  and 
horses.  T  looked  about  to  see  what  it  might 
be,  and  espied  several  armed  horsemen, 
among  whom  was  one  mounted  on  an  Arabian 
horse.  He  had  on  a  garment  embroidered 
with  silver,  a  girdle  set  with  precious  stones, 
and  a  crown  of  gold  on  his  head.  Though 
his  habit  had  not  convinced  me  that  he  was 
chief  of  the  company,  I  should  have  judged 
it  by  the  air  of  grandeur  which  appeared  in 
his  person.  He  was  a  j^oungman  extraordi- 
narily well-shaped,  and  perfectly  beautiful. 
Surprised  to  see  a  young  lady  alone  in  that 
place,  he  sent  some  of  his  ofii,cers  to  ask  who 
I  was.  I  answered  only  by  weeping.  The 
shore  being  covered  with  the  wreck  of  our 
ship,  they  concluded  some  vessel  had  been 
cast  away  there,  and  that  I  was  certainly 
some  person  that  had  escaped  with  my  life. 
This  conjecture,  and  my  inconsolable  condi- 
tion, excited  the  curiosity  of  those  officers; 
who  began  to  ask  me  a  thousand  questions, 
witli  assurances  that  their  king  was  a  gene- 
rous prince,  and  that  T.  shoidd  receive  conso- 
lation in  his  court. 

The  king,  impatient  to  know  who  I  was, 
grew  weary  of  expecting  the  return  of  his 
officers,  and  drew  near  to  me.  He  gazed  on 
me  very  earnestly,  and  observing  that  I  did 
not  give  over  weeping  and  afflicting  myself, 
without  being  able  to  return  an  answer  to 
their  questions,  he  forbid  them  troubling  me 


any  more  :  and  directing  his  discoursi^  to  me, 
"Madam,"  said  he,  "  1  conjure  you  to  mo- 
derate your  excessive  affliction.  Though 
heaven  in  its  wrath  has  laid  this  calamity 
upon  you,  it  docs  not  beliove  you  to  despair. 
I  beseech  you  shew  more  resolution.  For- 
tune, which  has  hitherto  persecuted  you,  is 
inconstant,  and  may  soon  change.  I  dare 
assure  you,  that  if  your  misfortunes  are 
capable  of  receiving  any  relief,  you  shall 
find  it  in  my  dominions.  My  palace  is  at 
your  service.  You  shall  live  with  the  queen 
my  mother,  who  will  endeavour  by  her  kind- 
ness to  ease  your  affliction.  I  know  not  yet 
who  you  are;  but  T  find  I  already  take  an 
interest  in  you." 

I  thanked  the  yoixng  king  for  his  good- 
ness to  me,  accepted  the  obliging  oH'evs  he 
made  me ;  and  to  convince  him  that  I  was 
not  unworthy  of  them,  told  him  my  condi- 
tion. I  described  to  him  the  insolence  of 
the  young  Saracen,  and  foimd  it  was  enough 
to  recount  my  misfortunes,  to  excite  com- 
passion in  him,  and  all  his  officers  who  heard 
me.  When  I  had  done  speaking,  the  prince 
began  again,  assuring  me  that  he  was  deeply 
concerned  at  my  misfortunes.  Then  he  con- 
ducted me  to  his  palace,  and  presented  me 
to  the  queen  his  mother,  to  whom  I  was 
obliged  again  to  repeat  my  misfortunes,  and 
to  renew  my  tears.  The  queen  seemed  very 
sensible  of  my  trouble,  and  conceived  ex- 
treme affection  for  me.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  king  her  son  fell  desperately  in  love  with 
me,  and  soon  offered  me  his  person  and  his 
crown.  I  was  so  taken  up  with  the  thoughts 
of  my  calamities,  that  the  prince,  though  so 
lovely  a  j^erson,  did  not  make  so  great  an 
impression  on  me  as  he  might  have  done  at 
another  time.  However,  gratitiule  prevailed 
on  me;  I  did  not  refuse  to  make  him  happy, 
and  our  wedding  was  kept  with  all  imagin- 
able splendour. 

When  all  the  people  were  taken  up  with 
the  celebration  of  their  sovereign's  nuptials, 
a  neighbouring  prince,  his  enemy,  made  a 
descent  by  night  on  the  island  with  a  great 
number  of  troops.  That  formidable  enemy 
was  the  king  of  Zanguebar.  He  surprised 
those  people,  and  cut  to  pieces  all  the  king 
my  husband's  subjects.  He  was  very  near 
taking  us  both.  We  escaped  very  narrowly, 
for  he  had  already  entered  the  palace  with 
some  of  his  followers ;  biit  we  found  means 
to  slip  away,  and  to  get  to  the  sea-coast, 
where  we  threw  oiirselves  into  a  fishing- 
boat  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with. 
Two  days  we  were  driven  about  by  the 
winds,  without  knowing  what  would  become 
of  us.  The  third  day  we  espied  a  vessel 
making  towards  us  under  sail.  We  rejoiced 
at  first,  believing  it  had  been  a  merchant 
shij)  which  might  take  us  aboard ;  but  what 
was  our  astonishment,  when,  as  it  drew 
near,  we  saw  ten  or  twelve  armed  pirates 
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appear  on  the  deck.  Having  boarded,  five 
or  six  of  tliem  leaped  into  cur  boat,  seized 
lis,  bound  the  prince,  and  conveyed  lis  into 
their  ship,  where  they  immediately  took  off 
my  veil.  My  youth  and  features  touched 
them,  and  they  all  declared  how  much  they 
were  charmed  at  the  sight  of  me.  Instead 
of  casting  lots,  each  of  them  claimed  the  pre- 
ference, and  me  as  his  right.  The  dispute 
grew  warm,  and  they  came  to  blows  about 
me,  and  fought  like  madmen.  The  deck 
was  soon  covered  with  dead  bodies,  and 
they  were  all  killed  but  one,  who  being  left 
sole  possessor  of  me,  said,  "  You  are  mine, 
I  will  carry  you  to  Grand  Cairo,  to  deliver 
you  to  a  friend  of  mine,  to  whom  T  have 
promised  a  beautiful  slave.  But  who,"  ad- 
ded he,  looking  upon  the  king  my  husband, 
"  is  that  man  'i  What  relation  does  he  bear 
to  you?  Ai-e  you  allied  by  blood  or  love?" 
"Sir,"  answei-ed  T,  "he  is  my  husband." 
"  If  so,"  replied  the  pirate,  "  in  jiity  I  must 
rid  myself  of  him :  it  would  be  too  great  an 
affliction  to  him  to  see  you  in  my  friend's 
arms."  Having  sjioken  these  words,  he  took 
up  the  unhappy  ]>rince,  who  was  bound,  and 
threw  him  into  the  sea,  notwithstanding  all 
my  endeavours  to  hinder  him. 

I  shrieked  in  a  dreadful  manner  at  the 
sight  of  that  cruel  action,  and  had  certainly 
cast  myself  headlong  into  the  sea,  but  that 
the  pirate  held  me.  He  jjlainly  saw  that 
was  my  design,  and  therefore  bound  me 
■with  cords  to  the  main -mast,  and  then 
hoisting  sail,  made  towards  the  land,  and 
got  ashore.  He  xmbonnd  me,  and  led  me 
to  a  little  town,  where  he  bought  camels, 
tents,  and  slaves,  and  then  set  out  for 
Grand  Cairo,  designing,  as  he  still  said,  to 
present  me  to  his  friend,  according  to  his 
promise. 

We  had  been  several  days  upon  the  road, 
when,  as  we  were  cross- 
ing this  plain  yester- 
day, we  espied  the 
black  who  inhabited 
this  castle.  At  a  dis- 
tance we  took  him  for 
a  tower,  and  when  near 
lis  could  scarce  believe 
him  to  bo  a  man.  He 
drew  his  vast  scimi- 
tar, and  summoned  the 
pirate  to  yield  himself 
jirisoner,  with  all  his 
slaves,  and  the  lady  he 
was  conducting.  The 
pirate  was  daring ;  and 
being  seconded  by  all 
his  slaves,  who  ])ro- 
mised  to  stand  by  him, 

he  attacked  the  black.  The  combat  lasted  a 
considerable  time ;  Ijut  at  length  the  pirate 
fell  under  his  enemy's  deadly  blows,  as  did 
aU  his  slaves,  who  chose  rather  to  die  than  to 


forsake  him.  The  black  then  conducted 
me  to  the  castle,  whither  he  also  brought 
the  pirate's  body,  which  he  ate  that  night 
for  his  supper.  After  that  inhuman  meal, 
perceiving  that  I  ceased  not  weeping,  he 
said  to  me,  "Young  lady,  prepare  to  satisfy 
my  desires,  rather  than  continue  thus  to 
atllict  yourself.  Make  a  virtue  of  necessity, 
and  comply:  I  wiU  give  you  till  to-morrow 
to  consider.  Let  me  then  find  you  comforted 
for  all  your  misfortunes,  and  overjoyed  for 
having  been  reserved  for  my  bed."  Having 
spoken  these  words,  he  conducted  me  to  a 
chamber,  and  went  to  bed  in  his  own,  after 
locking  up  all  the  castle  doors.  He  opened 
them  this  morning,  and  j)resently  locked 
them  again,  to  pursue  some  travellers  he 
perceived  at  a  distance ;  but  it  is  likely  they 
made  their  escape,  since  he  was  coming 
alone,  and  without  any  booty,  when  you 
attacked  him. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  had  put  an  end  to 
the  recital  of  her  adventures,  Codadad  de- 
clared to  her  that  he  was  deeply  concerned 
at  her  misfortunes.  "But,  madam,"  added 
he,  "it  shall  be  your  own  fault  if  you  do 
not  live  at  ease  for  the  future.  The  king 
of  Harran's  sons  offer  you  a  safe  retreat  in 
the  court  of  the  king  their  father ;  be  pleased 
to  accept  of  it.  You  will  be  there  cherished 
by  that  prince,  and  respected  by  all;  and  if 
you  do  not  disdain  the  affection  of  your  de- 
li^■erer,  permit  me  to  make  you  a  present  of 
it,  and  to  marry  you  before  all  these  princes; 
let  them  be  witnesses  to  our  contract."  The 
jirincess  consented  to  it,  and  the  marriage 
was  concluded  that  very  day  in  the  castle, 
where  they  found  all  sorts  of  provisions. 
The  kitchens  were  full  of  flesh  and  other 
eatables  the  black  used  to  feed  on  when 
he  was  weary  of  feeding  on  human  bodies. 
There  was  also  a  variety  of  fruits,  excellent 
in  their  kinds;  and  to 
comjjlete  tlieir  plea- 
sure, abundance  of  de- 
licious wine  and  other 
liquors. 

They  all  sat  down  at 
table ;  and  after  having 
eaten  and  drank  plen- 
tifully, they  took  along 
with  them  the  rest  of 
the  provisions,  and  set 
out    for    the    king    of 
Harran's    court :    they 
travelled  several  days, 
encamping  in  the  pleas- 
antest  places  they  could 
find,     and    they    were 
within  one  day's  jour- 
ney of  Harran,  when, 
j   having    halted  and   drank    all   their   wine, 
being  under  no   longer  concern  to  make  it 
hold  out,   Codadad,   directing  his  discourse 
1  to  all   his   company,    "Princes,"  said    he, 
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•'1  Lave  too  long  concealed  from  you  wlio 
I  am.  Behold  your  brother  Codadad! 
I  have  received  my  being,  as  well  as 
you,  from  the  king  of  Harran;  the  Prince 
of  Samaria  has  brought  me  up,  and  the 
Princess  Pirouze  is  my  mother.  Madam," 
added  ho,  api)lying  himself  to  the  Princess 
of  Deryabar,  "do  you  also  forgive  me  for 
having  concealed  my  birth  from  you  ?  Per- 
hajis,  by  discovering  it  sooner,  I  might  have 
prevented  some  disagreeable  reflections, 
which  may  have  been  occasioned  by  a  match 
you  may  have  thought  unequal."  "No,  sir," 
answered  the  iirincess  :  "the  opinion  I  at  first 
conceived  of  you  heightened  every  moment, 
and  you  did  not  stand  in  need  of  the  extrac- 
tion yoii  now  discover  to  make  me  happy." 

The  jirinces  congratulated  Codadad  on  his 
birth,  and  expressed  miich  satisfaction  at  the 
kno\^-ledge  of  it.  But,  in  reality,  instead  of 
rejoicing,  their  hatred  of  so  amial)le  a  brother 
was  increased.  They  met  together  at  night 
in  a  bye-place,  whilst  Codadad  and  the  prin- 
cess his  wife  laj^  fast  asleep  in  their  tent. 
Those  ungrateful,  those  envious  brothers, 
forgetting  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  brave 
son  of  Pii-ouze,  they  must  have  been  devoiired 
by  the  black,  agreed  among  themselves  to 
murder  him.  "We  have  no  other  course  to 
choose,"  said  one  of  those  wicked  brethren ; 
"for  the  moment  our  father  shall  come  to  im- 
derstand  that  this  stranger  he  is  already  so 
fond  of  is  our  brother,  and  that  he  alone 
has  been  able  to  destroy  a  giant,  whom  we 
could  not  all  of  us  together  conquer,  he  will 
Leap  favours  and  a  thousand  praises  on  him, 
and  declare  him  his  heir,  to  the  prejudice  of 
all  his  brothers,  who  will  be  obliged  to  obey 
and  faU  down  before  him."  Besides  those  he 
added  many  other  words,  which  made  such 
an  impression  on  their  jealous  minds,  that 
they  immediately  repaired  to  Codadad,  then 
fast  asleep,  stabbed  him  in  a  thousand  places, 
and  lea\'ing  him  for  dead  in  the  arms  of  the 
princess  of  Deryabar,  proceeded  on  their 
journey  for  the  city  of  Harran,  where  they 
arrived  the  next  day. 

The  king  their  father  conceived  the 
greater  joy  at  their  return,  because  he  had 
despaired  of  ever  seeing  them  again  :  he 
asked  what  had  been  the  occasion  of  their 
stay  ?  But  they  took  care  not  to  acquaint 
him  with  it,  making  no  mention  either  of 
the  black  or  of  Codadad  ;  and  only  said, 
that  being  curious  to  see  different  countries, 
they  had  spent  some  time  in  the  neighbour- 
ing cities. 

In  the  meantime  Codadad  lay  in  his  tent 
drowned  in  his  own  blood,  and  little  differing 
from  a  dead  man,  with  the  princess  his  wife, 
who  seemed  to  be  in  not  much  better  con- 
dition than  he.  She  rent  the  air  with  her 
dismal  shrieks,  tore  her  hair,  and  bathing 
her  husband's  body  with  her  tears, — "Alas  ! 
Codadad.  my  dear  Codadad,"  cried  she,  "is  it 


you  whom  I  l)ehold  just  departing  this  life? 
What  cruel  hands  have  put  you  into  this 
condition?  Can  I  believe  these  are  your 
brothers,  who  Lave  treated  you  so  unmerci- 
fidly,  these  brothers  M'hom  thy  valour  has 
saved  ?  No,  they  are  rather  devils,  who, 
imder  the  characters  so  dear,  came  to  murder 
you.  0  barbarous  wretches !  whosoever  you 
are,  how  coidd  you  make  so  ungrateful  a 
return  for  the  service  he  has  done  you?  But 
why  should  T  complain  of  ycjur  brothers, 
unfortunate  Codadad !  I  alone  am  to  blame 
for  your  death.  You  would  join  your  fate 
with  mine,  and  all  the  ill  fortune  that  at- 
tends me  since  I  left  my  father's  ]5alace  has 
fallen  upon  you.  0  heaven!  which  has 
condemned  me  to  lead  a  life  full  of  adven- 
tures and  calamities,  if  you  will  not  permit 
me  to  have  a  consort,  why  do  you  jiermit  me 
to  find  one  ?  Behold,  you  have  now  robbed 
me  of  two,  just  as  I  began  to  be  attached  to 
them." 

By  these  and  other  moving  expressions, 
the  wretched  princess  of  Deryabar  vented 
her  sorrow,  iixing  her  eyes  on  the  dejilorable 
Codadad,  who  could  not  hear  her ;  but  he 
was  not  dead,  and  his  consort  observing  that 
he  still  breathed,  ran  to  a  large  town  she 
espied  in  the  plain,  to  inquire  for  a  surgeon. 
She  was  directed  to  one,  who  went  immedi- 
ately with  her ;  Ijut  when  they  came  to  the 
tent,  they  could  not  find  Codadad,  which 
made  them  conclude  he  had  been  dragged 
away  by  some  wild  beast  to  devom-  him. 
The  princess  renewed  her  complaints  and 
lamentations  in  a  most  dismal  manner.  The 
surgeon  was  moved,  and  being  unwilling  to 
leave  her  in  that  frightfid  condition,  pro- 
posed to  her  to  return  to  the  town,  offering 
her  his  house  and  service. 

She  suffered  herself  to  be  prevailed  on. 
The  surgeon  conducted  her  to  his  house, 
and  without  knowing,  as  yet,  who  she  was, 
treated  her  with  all  imaginable  courtesy  and 
respect.  He  used  all  his  rhetoric  to  comfort 
her,  but  it  was  in  vaiu  to  think  of  removing 
her  sorrow,  which  Avas  rather  heightened 
than  diminished.  "Madam,"  said  he  to  her 
one  day,  "  be  pleased  to  recount  to  me  your 
misfortunes :  teU  me  your  coimtry  and  your 
condition.  Perhaps  I  may  give  you  some 
advice,  when  I  am  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumstances  of  your  calamity.  You  do 
nothing  but  afflict  yourself,  without  con- 
sidering that  remedies  may  be  found  for  the 
most  desperate  diseases." 

The  surgeon's  words  were  so  efficacious, 
that  they  wroiight  on  the  princess,  who  re- 
counted to  him  all  her  adventures ;  and 
when  she  had  done,  the  surgeon  directed  Lis 
discourse  to  her :  "Madam,"  said  he,  "since 
they  are  so,  give  me  leave  to  teU  you  that 
j'ou  ought  not  thus  to  give  way  to  j'our 
sorrow ;  you  ought  rather  to  arm  yourself 
with  resolution,  and  perform  what  the  name 
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and  the  duty  of  a  wife  reqiiii-e  of  you.  You 
are  bound  to  avenge  your  husband.  Tf  you 
please,  I  will  wait  on  you  as  your  squire. 
Let  us  go  to  the  king  of  Harran's  court ;  he 
is  a  good  and  just  jjrince.  You  need  only 
represent  to  him,  in  lively  colours,  how 
prince  Codadad  has  been  treated  by  his 
brothers.  I  am  persuaded  he  Avill  do  you 
justice."  "I  submit  to  yoiu- reasons,"  an- 
swered the  princess  :  "  it  is  my  duty  to  en- 
deavour to  avenge  Codadad  ;  and  since  you 
are  so  obliging  and  so  generous  as  to  offer 
to  bear  me  company,  I  am  ready  to  set  out." 
No  sooner  had  she  fixed  this  resolution,  than 
the  surgeon  ordered  two  camels  to  be  made 
ready,  on  which  the  princess  and  he  mounted 
and  repaired  to  Harran. 

They  alighted  at  the  first  caravansera  they 
found,  and  inquiring  of  the  host  what  news 
at  court, — "It  is,"  said  he,  "in  very  great 
perplexity.  The  king  had  a  son,  who  lived  a 
long  time  with  him  as  a  stranger,  and  none 
can  tell  what  is  become  of  that  yoiuig  prince. 
One  of  the  king's  wives,  called  Pii-ouze,  is 
his  mother  :  she  has  made  all  possible  in- 
quiry, but  to  no  purpose.  All  men  are  con- 
cerned at  the  loss  of  that  prince,  because  he 
had  grreat  merit.  The  king  has  forty-nine 
other  sons,  all  by  different  mothers,  but  not 
one  of  them  has  virtue  enough  to  comfort 
the  king  for  the  death  of  Codadad  ;  I  say 
his  death,  because  it  is  impossible  he  should 
be  stUl  alive,  since  no  news  has  been  heard 
of  him,  notwithstanding  so  much  search  has 
been  made  after  him." 

The  surgeon  having  heard  this  account 
from  the  host,  concluded  that  the  best 
course  the  princess  of  Deryabar  could  take 
was  to  wait  upon  Pirouze;  but  that  step 
was  not  without  some  danger,  and  requii-ed 
much  precaution;  for  it  was  to  be  feared, 
that  if  the  king  of  Harran's  sons  shoidd 
liappen  to  hear  of  the  arrival  of  their  sister- 
in-law,  and  her  design,  they  might  cause 
ber  to  be  conveyed  away  before  she  could 
Speak  to  Codadad's  mother.  The  surgeon 
weighed  all  these  circumstances,  and  con- 
sidered what  risk  he  might  run  himself  ;  and 
therefore  that  he  might  manage  matters 
with  discretion,  he  desired  the  princess  to 
stay  in  the  caravansera,  whilst  he  went  to 
the  palace,  to  observe  which  might  be  the 
safest  way  to  conduct  her  to  Pirouze. 

He  went  accordingly  into  the  city,  and 
was  walking  towards  the  palace,  like  one 
led  only  by  "curiosity  to  see  the  court,  when 
he  esi)ied  a  lady  moimtcd  on  a  mide  richly 
accoutred.  8he  was  followed  by  several 
ladies  mounted  also  on  mides,  with  a  ga-eat 
number  of  guards  and  black  slaves.  All 
the  people  made  a  lane  to  see  her  pass  along, 
and  saluted  her  by  prostrating  themselves 
on  the  ground.  The  surgeon  paid  her  the 
same  respect,  and  then  asked  a  calender, 
who  happened  to  stand  by  him,   whether 


that  lady  was  one  of  the  kmg'.s  wives? 
"Yes,  brother,"  answered  the  calender, 
"she  is  one  of  the  king's  wives,  and  the 
most  honoured  and  beloved  by  the  people, 
because  she  is  mother  to  prince  Codadad,  of 
whom  you  must  have  heard." 

The  surgeon  asked  no  more  questions, 
but  followed  Pirouze  to  a  mosque,  into 
which  she  went  to  distribute  alms,  and 
assist  at  the  public  prayei-s  the  king  ha'd 
ordered  to  be  made  for  the  safe  return  of 
Codadad.  The  people,  who  were  higlily 
concerned  for  that  yoimg  prince,  ran  in 
crowds  to  join  their  vows  to  the  prayers  of 
the  priests,  so  that  the  mosque  was  quite 
fidl.  The  surgeon  broke  the  throng,  and 
advanced  towards  Pirouze's  guards.  He 
staj^ed  out  the  prayers,  and  when  that 
princess  went  out,  he  stepped  up  to  one  of 
her  slaves,  and  whispered  him  in  the  ear, 
"Brother,  I  have  a  secret  of  moment  to 
impart  to  the  princess  Pirouze ;  may  not  T, 
by  your  means,  be  introduced  into  her 
apartment?"  "If  that  secret,"  answered 
the  slave,  "relates  to  prince  Codadad,  I 
dare  promise  you  shall  have  audience  of  her 
this  very  day ;  but  if  it  concerns  not  him, 
it  is  needless  for  you  to  endeavour  to  be 
introduced  to  her ;  for  her  thoughts  are  all 
engrossed  by  her  son,  and  she  will  not  hear 
talk  of  any  other  subject."  "  It  is  only 
about  that  dear  son,"  replied  the  sm-geou, 
"that  I  wish  to  speak  to  her."  "If  so," 
said  the  slave,  "you  need  only  follow  us 
to  the  jjalace,  and  you  shall  soon  speak  to 
her." 

Accordingly,  as  soon  as  Pirouze  was  re- 
turned to  her  apartment,  that  slave  ac- 
quainted her  that  a  person  imknown  had 
some  important  matter  to  communicate  to 
her,  and  that  it  related  to  jirince  Codadad. 
Xo  sooner  had  he  uttered  these  words,  than 
Pirouze  expressed  her  im2iatience  to  see  that 
stranger.  The  slave  immediately  conducted 
him  into  the  princess's  closet,  who  ordered 
all  her  women  to  withdraw,  exccjit  two, 
from  whom  she  concealed  nothing.  As  soon 
as  she  saw  the  surgeon,  she  asked  him 
eagerly  what  news  he  had  to  tell  her  of 
Codadad?  "Madam,"  answered  the  sur- 
geon, after  having  prostrated  himself  on  the 
ground,  ' '  I  have  a  long  accoimt  to  give  you, 
and  such  as  will  surjirise  you."  Then  he 
told  her  all  the  particulars  of  what  had 
passed  between  Codadad  and  his  brothers, 
which  she  listened  to  with  eager  attention; 
but  when  he  came  to  speak  of  the  mm-der, 
that  tender  mother  fainted  away  on  the 
sofa,  as  if  she  bad  herself  been  stabbed  hke 
her  son.  Her  two  women  used  proper 
means,  and  soon  brought  her  to  herself. 
The  surgeon  continued  liis  relation;  and 
when  he  had  ended  it,  Pirouze  said  to  him, 
"CtO  back  to  the  princess  Derj^abar,  and 
assure  her  from  me  that  the  king  shall  soon 
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own  her  fur  his  (Laughter-in-haw ;  and  as  for 
yourself,  be  assured  that  your  services  shall 
be  well  rewarded." 

When  the  sm-geon  was  gone,  Pirouz6  re- 
mained on  the  sofa,  in  such  a  state  of  afflic- 
tion as  may  easily  be  imagined ;  and  yielding 
to  her  tenderness  at  the  recollection  of 
Codadad,  "  Oh,  my  son,"  said  she,  "  I  must 
never  then  exj^ect  to  see  you  more !  Alas ! 
when  I  gave  you  leave  to  depart  from  Sa- 
maria, and  you  took  leave  of  me,  I  did  not 
imagine  that  so  imfortunate  a  death  awaited 
you  at  such  a  distance  from  me.  Unfor- 
tunate Codadad!  Why  did  you  leave  me! 
You  would  not,  it  is  true,  have  acquired  so 
much  renown;  but  you  had  been  still  alive, 
and  not  have  cost  your  mother  so  many 
tears."  While  she  uttered  these  words, 
she  wept  bitterly;  and  her  two  confidants, 
moved  by  her  grief,  mingled  their  tears 
with  hers. 

Whilst  they  were  all  three,  as  it  were, 
\^ng  in  affliction,  the  king  came  into  the 
closet,  and  seeing  them  in  that  condition, 
asked  Pirouz^  whether  she  had  received  any 
bad  news  concerning  Codadad?  "Alas! 
sir,"  said  she,  "  all  is  over:  my  son  has  lost 
his  life,  and  to  add  to  my  sorrow,  I  cannot 
pay  him  the  fxmeral  rites ;  for,  in  all  ap- 
pearance, the  wild  beasts  have  devoured 
him."  Then  she  told  him  all  that  she  had 
heard  from  the  surgeon,  and  did  not  fail  to 
enlarge  on  the  inhuman  manner  in  which 
Codadad  had  been  murdered  by  his  brothers. 
The  king  did  not  give  Pirouz6.  time  to 
finish  her  relation,  but,  transported  with 
anger,  and  giving  way  to  his  passion, 
"Madam,"  said  he  to  the  princess,  "those 
perfidious  ^vretches  who  cause  you  to  shed 
these  tears,  and  are  the  occasion  of  the 
mortal  grief  to  their  father,  shall  soon  feel 
the  punishment  due  to  their  guilt."  The 
king  having  spoken  these  words,  with  in- 
dignation in  his  countenance,  went  directly 
to  the  presence-chamber,  where  all  his  coiir- 
tiers  attended,  and  such  of  the  people  as 
had  any  petitions  to  present  to  him.  They 
were  all  astonished  to  see  him  in  that  pas- 
sion, and  thought  his  anger  had  been  kindled 
against  his  people.  Their  hearts  were 
chilled  with  fear.  He  ascended  the  throne, 
and  causing  his  grand  vizier  to  draw  near, 
"  Hassan,"  said  he,  "  I  have  some  orders 
for  you:  go  immediately,  take  a  thousand 
of  my  guards,  and  seize  all  the  princes,  my 
sons  ;  sliut  them  up  in  the  tower  appointed 
for  a  prison  for  murderers,  and  let  this  be 
done  in  a  moment."  All  who  were  present 
trembled  at  hearing  this  extraordinary  com- 
mand ;  and  the  grand  vizier,  without  an- 
swering one  word,  laid  his  hand  on  his. 
head,  to  express  his  obedience,  and  went 
out  of  the  hall  to  execute  his  orders,  which 
very  much  surprised  him.  In  the  mean- 
time the  king  dismissed  those  who  attended 


for  audience,  and  declared  he  would  not 
hear  of  any  business  for  a  month  to  come. 
He  was  still  in  the  hall  Avhen  the  vizier 
returned.  "Arc  all  my  sons,"  said  that 
prince,  "in  the  tower?"  "  They  are,  sir," 
answered  the  vizier:  "I  have  obeyed  your 
orders."  "  This  is  not  all,"  replied  the 
king, — "T  have  further  commands  for  you;" 
and  so  saying  he  went  out  of  the  hall  of 
audience,  and  returned  to  Pirouzd's  apart- 
ment, with  the  vizier  following  him.  He 
asked  that  princess  where  Codadad's  widow 
had  taken  up  her  lodging  ?  Pirouzfe's  women 
told  him,  for  the  surgeon  had  not  forgot 
that  in  his  relation.  Then  the  king  turning 
to  his  minister,  "Go,"  said  he,  "to  that 
caravansera,  and  bring  a  young  princess, 
who  lodges  there,  but  treat  her  with  all  the 
respect  due  to  her  quality. " 

The  vizier  was  not  long  in  perfoiTuing 
what  he  was  ordered.  He  mounted  on 
horseback  with  all  the  emirs  and  courtiers, 
and  repaired  to  the  caravansera,  where  the 
l^rincess  of  Deryabar  was,  whom  he  ac- 
quainted with  his  orders;  and  presented 
her,  from  the  king,  a  fine  white  mule,  whose 
saddle  and  bridle  were  adorned  with  gold, 
rubies,  and  diamonds.  She  mounted  it,  and 
went  to  the  palace,  attended  by  all  those 
great  men.  The  surgeon  bore  her  company, 
mounted  on  a  beautiful  Tartar  horse,  which 
the  vizier  had  provided  for  him.  All  the 
people  were  at  their  windows,  or  in  the 
streets,  to  see  that  noble  cavalcade;  and  it 
being  given  out  that  the  princess,  whom 
they  conducted  in  such  slate  to  court,  was 
Codadad's  wife,  the  city  resounded  with 
acclamations,  the  air  rung  with  shouts  of 
joy,  which  would  have  been  turned  into 
lamentations  had  that  prince's  fatal  adven- 
tm-e  been  known ;  so  much  was  he  beloved 
by  aU. 

The  princess  of  Deryabar  found  the  king 
at  the  palace  gate,  waiting  to  receive  her : 
he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  led  her  to 
Piroiize's  apartment,  where  a  very  moving 
scene  took  place.  Codadad's  wife  found  her 
affliction  redouble  upon  her  at  the  sight  of 
her  husljand's  father  and  mother :  as,  on 
the  other  hand,  those  parents  could  not 
look  on  their  son's  wife  without  being  much 
affected.  She  cast  herself  at  the  king's  feet, 
and  ha\ang  bathed  them  with  tears,  was  so 
overcome  with  grief,  that  she  was  not  able 
to  speak  one  word.  Piroxize  was  in  no 
better  state.  She  seemed  to  be  penetrated 
with  sorrow ;  and  the  king,  moved  by  those 
affecting  objects,  gave  way  to  his  ovm 
weakness.  Those  three  persons,  mingling 
their  tears  and  sighs,  for  some  time  observed 
a  silence,  which  appeared  equally  tender 
and  pitiful.  At  length  the  princess  of 
Deryabar,  being  somewhat  recovered,  re- 
counted the  adventiu'c  of  the  castle,  and 
Codadad's  disaster.      Then   she   demanded 
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justice  for  the  treachery  of  the  princes. 
"Yes,  madam,"  said  the  king  to  her,  "those 
ungrateful  "mi-etches  shall  perish  ;  but  Coda- 
dad's  death  must  first  be  made  public,  that 
the  jjimishment  of  his  brothers  may  not 
cause  my  subjects  to  rebel ;  and  though  we 
have  not  my  son's  body,  we  will  not  omit 
paying  him  the  last  duties."  This  said,  he 
directed  his  discourse  to  the  vizier,  and  or- 
dered him  to  build  a  dome  of  white  marble, 
in  a  delightful  plain,  in  the  midst  of  -which 
the  city  of  Harran  stands.  Then  he  ap- 
pointed the  princess  of  Deryabar  a  hand- 
some apartment  in  his  palace,  acknowledg- 
ing her  for  his  daughter-in-law. 

Hassan  caused  the  work  to  be  carried  on 
with  such  diligence,  and  employed  so  many 
workmen,  that  the  dome  was  soon  finished. 
Within  it  was  erected  a  tomb,  on  which  was 
placed  a  figiire  representing  Codadad.  Wlicn 
all  was  completed,  the  king  ordered  prayei-s 
to  be  said,  and  ajipointed  a  day  for  the 
obsequies  of  his  son. 

On  that  day  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  went  out  upon  the  plain  to  see  that 
ceremony  performed,  which  was  after  the 
following  manner.  The  king,  attended  by 
his  A-izier  and  the  jirincipal  lords  of  the 
court,  proceeded  towards  the  dome,  and 
being  come  to  it,  he  went  in  and  sat  down 
with  them  on  carpets  made  of  black  satin 
with  gold  flowers.  A  gi-eat  body  of  horse- 
guards,  hanging  their  heads  and  looking 
down,  drew  up  close  about  the  dome,  and 
marched  round  it  twice,  observing  a  pro- 
found silence ;  but  at  the  third  round  they 
halted  before  the  door,  and  aU  of  them  with 
a  loud  voice  pronounced  these  words  :  "  O 
prince!  son  to  the  king,  could  we  by  dint 
of  sword,  and  human  valour,  relieve  your 
misfortune,  we  woiild  bring  you  back  to 
life  ;  but  the  King  of  kings  has  commanded, 
and  the  angel  of  death  has  obeyed."  Hav- 
ing uttered  these  words,  they  drew  off  to 
make  way  for  a  hundred  old  men,  all  of 
them  mounted  on  black  mules,  and  wearing 
long  grey  beairds.  These  were  anchorites, 
who  lived  all  their  days  concealed  in  caves. 
They  never  apjjeared  in  the  sight  of  the 
world  but  when  they  were  to  assist  at  the 
obsequies  of  the  kings  of  Harran,  and  of  the 
princes  of  their  family.  Each  of  these 
venerable  persons  carried  on  his  head  a  book, 
which  he  held  with  one  hand.  They  took 
three  turns  round  the  dome  without  uttering 
one  word;  then  stopping  before  the  door, 
one  of  them  said,  "  0  pi-ince!  what  can  we 
do  for  thee  ?  If  thou  couldst  be  restored  to 
life  by  prayer  or  learning,  we  woidd  rub  our 
grey  beards  at  thy  feet,  and  recite  prayers  ; 
but  the  King  of  the  imi verse  has  taken  thee 
away  for  ever." 

This  said,  the  old  men  moved  to  a  dis- 
tance from  the  dome,  and  immediately  fifty 
beautiful  young  maidens  drew  near  to  it; 


each  of  them  was  mounted  on  a  little  white 
horse  ;  they  wore  no  veils,  and  carried  gold 
baskets,  fuU  of  all  sorts  of  precious  stones. 
They  also  rode  thrice  round  the  dome,  and 
halting  at  the  same  place  as  the  others  had 
done,  the  youngest  of  them  spoke  in  the 
name  of  all,  as  follows  :  "0  prince  !  once  so 
beautif id,  what  relief  can  you  expect  from  us  ? 
If  we  could  restore  you  to  life  by  our  charms, 
we  would  become  your  slaves.  But  you  arc 
no  longer  sensible  to  beauty,  and  have  no 
more  occasion  for  us." 

When  the  young  maids  were  withdrawn, 
the  king  and  his  courtiers  arose,  and  having 
walked  thi'ice  round  the  figure  representing 
Codadad,  the  king  spoke  as  follows  :  "0 
my  dear  son,  light  of  my  eyes,  I  have  then 
lost  thee  for  ever  ! "  He  accompanied  these 
words  with  sighs,  and  watered  the  tomb 
with  his  tears ;  his  courtiers  weeping  with 
him.  Then  the  gate  of  the  dome  was  shut, 
and  all  the  people  returned  to  the  city. 
Next  day  there  were  public  prayers  in  all 
the  mosques,  and  the  same  w\as  continued 
for  eight  days  successively.  On  the  ninth 
the  king  resolved  to  cause  the  princes  his 
sons  to  be  beheaded.  All  the  people,  in- 
censed at  their  cruelty  towards  Codadad, 
impatiently  exi)ected  to  see  them  executed. 
The  scaifolds  were  erecting,  but  the  execu- 
tion was  respited,  because,  on  a  sudden, 
news  was  brought  that  the  neighbouring 
princes,  who  had  before  made  war  on  the 
king  of  Harran,  were  advancing  with  more 
numerous  forces  than  the  first  time,  and 
were  not  then  far  from  the  city.  It  had 
been  long  known  that  they  were  prejiaring 
for  war,  but  their  preparations  caused  no 
alarm.  This  news  occasioned  a  general 
consternation,  and  gave  new  cause  to  lament 
the  loss  of  Codadad,  who  had  signalised 
himself  in  the  former  war  against  those 
enemies.  "Alas!"  said  they,  "Avere  the 
lu-ave  Codadad  alive,  we  shoidd  little  regard 
those  princes  who  are  coming  to  surjirise 
us."  The  king,  nothing  dismayed,  raised 
men  with  all  possible  speed,  formed  a  con- 
siderable army,  and  being  too  brave  to 
await  the  enemy's  coming  to  attack  him 
within  his  waUs,  marched  out  to  meet  them. 
They,  on  their  side,  being  informed  by  their 
advanced  parties,  that  the  king  of  Harran 
was  marching  to  engage  them,  halted  in  the 
plain,  and  formed  tlieir  army. 

As  soon  as  the  king  discovered  them,  he 
also  drew  up  his  forces,  and  ranged  them 
in  order  of  battle.  The  signal  was  given, 
and  he  attacked  them  with  extraordinary 
vigour ;  nor  was  the  opposition  inferior. 
Much  blood  was  shed  on  both  sides,  and 
the  victory  remained  long  dubioiis  ;  l)ut  at 
length  it  seemed  to  incline  to  the  king  of 
Harran's  enemies,  who,  being  more  numer- 
ous, were  upon  the  point  of  surrounding 
him,  when  a  great  body  of  horse  appeared 
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on  the  plain,  and  drew  near  the  two  armies 
in  good  order.  The  sight  of  that  fresh 
party  daunted  both  sides,  not  knowing  what 
to  think  of  them  :  but  tlioir  doubts  were 
soon  cleared ;  for  those  horsemen  Hew  upon 
the  flank  of  the  king  of  Harran's  enemies 
with  such  a  furious  charge,  that  they  soon 
broke  and  routed  them.  Nor  did  they  stop 
here;  they  pursued  them,  and  cut  most  of 
them  in  ]>ieces. 

The  king  of  Harran,  who  had  attentively 
observed  all  that  passed,  admired  the  bravery 
of  those  horsemen,  whose  unexpected  arrival 
liad  given  the  victory  to  his  side.  But,  above 
all,  he  was  charmed  with  their  chief,  whom 
lie  had  seen  lighting  with  more  than  ordin- 
ary valour.  He  longed  to  know  the  name 
of  that  generous  hero.  Imjiatient  to  see 
and  thank  him,  he  advanced  towards  him, 
but  perceived  he  was  coming  to  prevent 
him.  The  two  princes  drew  near,  and  the 
king  of  Harran  discovering  Codadad  in  that 
brave  Avarrior  who  had  just  assisted  him,  or 
rather  defeated  his  enemies,  became  motion- 
less with  joy  and  surprise.  "Sir,"  said 
Codadad  to  him,  "you  have  sufficient  cause 
to  be  astonished  at  the  sudden  appearance 
before  your  majesty  of  a  man  whom  per- 
haps you  concluded  to  be  dead.  I  should 
have  been  so,  had  not  heaven  preserved  me 
still  to  serve  you  against  your  enemies." 
"0!  my  son,"  cried  the  king,  "is  it  pos- 
sible that  you  are  restored  to  me  ?  Alas  ! 
I  despaired  of  seeing  you  any  more."  So 
saying,  he  stretched  out  his  arms  to  the 
young  prince,  who  flew  to  such  a  tender 
embrace. 

"I  know  all,  my  son,"  said  the  king 
again,  after  having  long  held  him  in  his 
arms.  "I  know  what  return  my  sons  have 
made  you  for  the  service  you  did  in  deliver- 
ing them  out  of  the  hands  of  the  black  ;  but 
you  shall  be  revenged  to-morrow.  Let  ns 
now  go  to  the  palace  :  your  mother,  Avhom 
you  have  cost  so  many  tears,  expects  me, 
to  rejoice  with  us  for  the  defeat  of  our  ene- 
mies. What  a  joy  will  it  be  to  her  to  be 
informed  that  my  victory  is  your  work  ! " 
"Sir,"  said  Codadad,  "give  me  leave  to 
ask  you  how  yon  could  know  the  adventure 
of  the  castle  ?  Have  any  of  my  brothers, 
repenting,  owned  it  to  you?"  "No,"  an- 
swered the  king ;  "  the  princess  of  Deryabar 
has  given  us  an  account  of  everything,  for 
she  is  in  my  palace,  and  came  thither  to 
demand  justice  against  your  lirothers." 
Codadad  M^as  transported  with  joy  to  un- 
derstand that  the  princess  his  wife  was  at 
the  court.  "Let  us  go,  sir,"  cried  he  to 
his  father  in  a  rapture;  "let  us  go  see  my 
mothei-,  who  waits  for  us.  I  am  impatient 
to  dry  up  her  tears,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
princess  of  Deryabar.'' 

The  king  immediately  returned  to  the 
city  with  his  army,  which  he  dismissed,  and 


re-entered  his  palace  victorious,  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  the  people,  who  followed 
him  in  crowds,  praying  to  heaven  to  jirolong 
his  life,  and  extolling  Codadad  to  the  skies. 
These  two  jjrinces  found  Pirouze  and  her 
daughter-in-law  waiting  for  the  king  to  con- 
gratulate him ;  but  words  cannot  express 
the  transports  of  joy  they  felt  when  they 
saw  the  young  prince  come  with  him  :  their 
embraces  were  mingled  with  tears  of  a  very 
different  kind  from  those  they  had  before 
shed  for  him.  When  these  four  persons  had 
sufhciently  yielded  to  all  the  emotions  that 
the  ties  of  blood  and  love  inspired,  they 
asked  Pirouze's  son  by  what  miracle  he  came 
to  be  still  alive  ? 

He  answered,  that  a  peasant,  mounted 
on  a  mule,  hai>pening  accidentally  to  come 
into  the  tent  where  he  lay  senseless,  and 
perceiving  him  alone,  and  stabbed  in  several 
places,  had  made  him  fast  on  his  mide,  and 
carried  him  to  his  house,  where  he  applied 
to  his  wounds  certain  herbs,  chewed,  which 
recovered  him  in  a  few  days.  "When  I 
found  myself  well,"  added  he,  "I  returned 
thanks  to  the  peasant,  and  gave  him  all  the 
diamonds  I  had.  Then  I  drew  near  to  the 
city  of  Harran  ;  but  being  informed  by  the 
way  that  some  neighbouring  jirinccs  had 
gathered  forces,  and  were  coining  to  fall 
upon  the  king's  subjects,  I  made  myself 
known  to  the  villagers,  and  stirred  up  those 
l^eople  to  undertake  his  defence.  I  armed 
a  great  number  of  young  men,  and  heading 
them,  happened  to  come  in  at  that  time 
when  the  two  armies  were  engaged." 

When  he  had  done  speaking,  the  king 
said,  "Let  us  return  thanks  to  God  for 
having  preserved  Codadad ;  but  it  is  re- 
C[uisite  that  the  traitors,  who  would  have 
destroyed  him,  should  perish  this  day." 
"Sir,"  answered  the  generous  son  of  Pir- 
ouz6,  "  though  they  are  wicked  and  ungrate- 
ful, consider  they  are  your  own  flesh  and 
blood;  they  arc  my  brothers;  I  forgive 
their  offence,  and  beg  you  to  pardon  them." 
This  generosity  drew  tears  from  the  king, 
who  caused  the  peoiJe  to  be  assembled, 
and  declared  Codadad  his  heir.  Then  he 
ordered  the  princes,  who  were  prisoners,  to 
be  brought,  loaded  with  irons.  Pirouzfe's 
son  struck  off  their  chains,  and  embraced 
them  all  successively,  with  as  much  sin- 
cerity as  he  had  done  in  the  court  of  the 
black's  castle.  The  people  were  charmed 
with  Codadad's  good  disposition,  and  loaded 
him  with  applause.  The  surgeon  was  next 
nobly  rewarded,  in  requital  of  the  services 
he  had  done  the  imnccss  of  Deryabar. 

The  sultaness  Scheherazade,  having  re- 
lated the  story  of  Ganem  with  so  much  ad- 
dress, and  in  so  agreeable  a  manner,  that  the 
sultan  of  the  Indies  could  not  forbear  show- 
ing the  i)leasure  that  relation  gave  him, 
said  to  that  monarch,    "I  doubt  not  but 
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your  majesty  is  A-erj'-  ■well  satisfied  to  find 
the  calipli  Harouu  Alrascliid  cliange  his 
sentiments  in  favour  of  Gauem,  his  mother, 
and  sister ;  and  I  believe  you  may  be  sen- 
sibly afi'ected  with  their  misfortunes,  and 
the  ill-treatment  they  received ;  but  I  am 
persuaded,  if  your  majesty  Avould  hear  the 
story  of  the  Sleeper  Awakened,  it  would, 
instead  of  exciting  all  those  emotions  of  in- 
dignation and  compassion  in  your  breast, 
on  the  contrary,  afford  you  much  mirth  and 
diversion."  The  sultan,  who  promised  him- 
self some  new  adventures  from  the  title  of 
this  story,  would  have  heard  it  that  morn- 
ing, but  perceiving  day  approach,  deferred 
it  till  the  next ;  when  Dinarzade  called  upon 
her  sister,  who  began  her  story  in  these 
words  : — 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  SLEEPER  AWAKENED. 

Tn  the  reign  of  the  caliph  Haroun  Alras- 
chid  there  lived  at  Bagdad  a  very  rich  mer- 
chant, who,  ha-sang  married  a  woman  ad- 
vanced in  years,  had  Init  one  son,  whom  he 
named  Abon  Hassan,  and  educated  with 
great  restraint.  When  his  son  was  thirty 
years  old,  the  merchant  died,  and  left  him 
his  sole  heir,  and  master  of  great  riches, 
which  his  father  had  amassed  together  by 
much  frugahty  and  close  apiilication  to  busi- 
ness. 

Abon  Hassan,  whose  views  and  inclina- 
tions were  very  different  from  those  of  his 
father,  determined  to  make  another  use  of 
his  wealth;  for  as  his  father  had  never 
allowed  him  any  money  but  what  was  just 
necessary  for  subsistence,  and  he  had  always 
envied  those  young  i)°rsons  of  his  age  who 
wanted  for  nothing,  and  who  debarred  them- 
selves from  none  of  those  pleasures  to  which 
youth  are  too  much  addicted,  he  resolved  in 
his  turn  to  distinguish  himself  by  extrava- 
gances i>roi3ortionable  to  his  fortune.  To 
this  end  he  divided  his  riches  into  t\\'o 
parts :  with  one-half  he  bought  houses  ui 
toMTi,  and  land  in  the  country,  with  a  pro- 
mise to  himself,  never  to  touch  the  income 
of  his  estate,  which  was  considerable  enough 
to  live  upon  very  handsomely,  but  lay  it  all 
by  as  he  received  it ;  with  the  other  half, 
which  consisted  in  ready  money,  he  de- 
signed to  make  himself  amends  for  the  time 
he  had  lost  in  the  severe  restraint  in  which 
his  father  had  always  kept  him. 

With  this  intent,  Abon  Hassan  formed  a 
society  in  a  few  days  with  peojile  of  his  age 
and  condition,  and  thought  of  nothing  but 
how  to  make  their  time  pass  agreeably. 
Evei-y  day  he  gave  them  splendid  entertain- 
ments, at  which  the  most  delicate  meats 
were  served  up,  and  the  most  exquisite 
wines  flowed  in  plenty,  while  concerts  of 
the  best  vocal  and  instrumental  music  by 
performers  of  both  sexes  heightened  their 


pleasures,  and  this  young  band  of  debn.u- 
chees,  with  the  glasses  in  their  hands,  joined 
their  songs  with  the  music,  thus  forming  a 
concert  with  the  instruments ;  and  these  feasts 
generally  ended  with  balls,  to  which  the  best 
dancers  of  Bagdad  of  both  sexes  were  invited. 
These  entertainments,  renewed  every  day, 
were  so  expensive  to  Abon  Hassan,  that  he 
could  not  suj^port  the  extravagance  above  a 
year  ;  and  the  great  sum  which  he  had  con- 
secrated to  this  prodigality,  and  the  year, 
ended  together.  As  soon  as  he  left  off  keep- 
ing this  table,  his  friends  forsook  him; 
whenever  they  saw  him  they  avoided  him, 
and  if  by  chance  he  7nct  any  of  them  and 
went  to  stoj)  them,  they  always  excused 
themselves  on  some  pretence  or  other. 

Abon  Hassan  was  touched  more  by  this 
strange  behaviour  of  his  friends,  who  had 
forsaken  him  so  basely  and  ungratefullj-, 
after  all  the  protestations  of  friendship  they 
had  made  him,  and  their  inviolable  at- 
tachment to  his  service,  than  for  all  the 
money  he  had  so  foolishly  squandered  away : 
he  went  melancholy  and  thoughtful,  his  head 
hanging  down,  and  his  countenance  expres- 
sive of  deep  vexation,  into  his  mother's 
apartment,  and  sat  down  at  the  end  of  a 
sofa  at  a  distance  from  her.  "What  is  the 
matter  with  you,  son  ?  "  said  his  mother, 
seeing  him  in  this  condition.  "Why  are  you 
so  altered,  so  dejected,  and  so  different  from 
yourself?  You  could  not  certainly  be  more 
concerned,  if  you  had  lost  all  you  had  in  the 
world.  I  know  you  have  lived  very  pro- 
fusely, and  believe  all  your  money  is  spent ; 
you  have  yet  a  good  estate  ;  and  the  reason 
that  I  did  not  so  very  much  oppose  your 
irregular  way  of  living  was,  that  I  knew  the 
wise  precaution  you  had  taken  to  preserve 
half  your  substance.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
see  why  you  should  plunge  yourself  into  this 
deep  melancholy. " 

At  these  words  Abon  Hassan  melted  into 
tears ;  and  in  the  midst  of  his  sighs,  cried 
out,  "Ah  !  mother,  I  see  at  last  by  sad  ex- 
perience, how  insupportable  poverty  is  ;  I 
am  sensible  that  it  deprives  us  of  joy,  as  the 
setting  of  the  sun  does  of  light.  As  poverty 
makes  ns  forget  all  the  commendations  and 
fine  things  said  of  us  before  our  fall,  it  makes 
us  endeavour  to  conceal  ourselves,  and  spend 
oiu'  nights  in  teai-s  and  sorrow.  In  short,  a 
poor  man  is  looked  upon,  both  by  friends 
and  relations,  as  a  stranger.  You  know, 
mother,  how  I  have  treated  my  friends  for 
this  year  past ;  I  have  entertained  them 
with  all  imaginable  generosity,  till  I  have 
spent  all  my  money,  and  now  they  have  left 
me,  when  1  can  treat  them  no  longer.  When 
I  teU  them  that  I  have  no  more  means  to 
continue  their  mirth,  I  mean  the  money  I 
laid  by  to  employ  in  such  purposes.  For 
my  estate,  I  thank  heaven  for  having  given 
me  the  grace  to  keep  the  oath  I  have  made 
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not  to  enter  upon  that  to  spend  it  so  fool- 
ishly ;  and  now  I  shall  keep  that  oath,  and 
know  how  to  make  good  use  of  what  is  left. 
But  first  I  will  try  how  far  my  friends,  who 
deser\'e  not  that  I  should  call  thcin  so,  wUl 
carry  their  ingratitude.  I  will  go  to  them 
one  after  another,  and  when  I  have  repre- 
sented to  them  what  I  have  done  for  their 
sakes,  I  will  ask  them  among  them  to  make 
me  lip  a  sum  of  money,  to  relieve  me  out  of 
the  miseralile  condition  I  have  reduced  my- 
self to,  to  please  them ;  but  as  I  have  already 
said,  I  win  not  take  these  steps,  but  to  try 
if  I  can  find  any  sentiment  of  gratitude  re- 
maining in  them." 

"  I  do  not  pretend,  son,"  said  Abon  Has- 
san's mother,  "  to  dissuade  you  from  execut- 
ing your  design ;  but  I  can  tell  you  before- 
hand, that  you  have  no  ground  for  hope. 
Believe  me,  you  wiU  find  no  relief  but  from 
the  estate  you  have  reserved.  I  see  you  do 
not,  but  will  soon  know  those  people,  which 
among  persons  of  your  sort  are  generally 
caUed  friends,  and  I  wish  to  heaven  you 
may  know  it  in  the  manner  I  desire;  that 
is  to  say,  for  your  own  good."  "  Mother," 
replied  Abon  Hassan,  "  I  3sa.  persuaded  of 
the  truth  of  what  you  saj'-,  but  shall  be  more 
certain  of  a  fact  which  concerns  me  so  nearly, 
■when  I  shall  inform  myself  better  of  their 
baseness  and  insensibility."  Abon  Hassan 
went  immediately  to  his  friends,  whom  he 
found  at  home ;  representing  to  them  the 
great  need  he  was  in,  and  begged  of  them  to 
draw  their  purse-strings  to  assist  him.  He 
promised  to  give  every  one  bonds  to  jiay 
them  the  money  they  lent  him,  as  soon  as 
their  atiairs  were  made  up ;  giving  them  to 
understand  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was,  in 
a  great  measure,  upon  their  accounts  that 
he  was  so  distressed,  that  he  might  the  more 
powerfully  excite  their  generosity  ;  and  for- 
got not  to  aUiu'e  them  with  the  hopes  of  be- 
ing once  again  entertained  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  before." 

Not  one  of  his  bottle  companions  was 
affected  with  the  arguments  which  the  af- 
flicted Abon  Hassan  made  use  of  to  persuade 
them  ;  and  he  had  the  mortification  to  find, 
that  many  of  them  told  him  plainly  they  did 
not  know  him. 

He  returned  home  again  fuU  of  grief  and 
indignation ;  and  going  into  his  mother's 
apartment,  said,  "  Ah  !  madam,  you  were 
right ;  instead  of  friends,  I  have  found  none 
but  perfidious  xingratefid  wretches,  who  de- 
serve not  my  friendship,  which  I  renounce, 
and  promise  yon  I  will  never  see  them  more. " 
He  resolved  to  be  as  good  as  his  word,  and 
took  every  precaution  to  avoid  falling  into 
the  same  inconvenience;  taking  an  oath 
never  to  give  an  inhabitant  of  Bagdad  any 
entertainment  again  while  he  lived.  He 
drew  the  strong  box  in  which  he  had  put  the 
rents  he  had  received  from  his  estate  from 


the  place  where  he  had  placed  it  in  reserve, 
and  put  it  in  the  room  of  that  he  had  emp- 
tied, and  resolved  to  take  out  every  day  no 
more  than  was  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  a  single  person  to  sup  with  him, 
who,  according  to  the  oath  he  had  taken, 
was  not  to  be  any  man  of  Bagdad,  but  a 
stranger  that  came  into  Bagdad  the  same 
day,  and  must  take  his  leave  of  him  the 
next  morning  after  one  night's  meal. 

According  to  this  project,  Abon  Hassan 
took  care  every  morning  to  provide  whatever 
was  necessaiy  for  this  treat,  and  towards  the 
close  of  the  evening  went  and  sat  at  the  end 
of  Bagdad  bridge  ;  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  a 
stranger,  of  whatever  rank  or  condition  he 
was,  he  accosted  him  civilly,  and  invited  him 
to  sup  and  lodge  with  him  that  night ; 
and  after  having  informed  him  of  the  law 
he  had  imposed  upon  himself,  took  him  home 
with  him.  The  repast  with  which  Abon 
Hassan  regaled  his  guests  was  not  costly, 
but  always  sufficient,  with  plenty  of  good 
wine,  and  generally  lasted  till  the  night  was 
pretty  well  advanced  ;  when,  instead  of  en- 
tertaining his  guest  with  the  affairs  of  state, 
his  family,  or  liusiness,  as  is  too  frequent, 
he  affected  to  talk  only  of  indifferent  agree- 
able subjects.  He  was  naturally  of  so  gay 
and  so  pleasant  a  temi)er,  that  he  coul?l  give 
the  most  agreeable  turns  to  conversation  on 
every  subject,  and  make  the  most  melan- 
choly persons  merry.  When  he  sent  away 
his  guests  the  next  morning,  he  always  said, 
"  God  i)reserve  you  from  all  sorrow  wherever 
you  go ;  when  I  invited  you  yesterday  to 
come  and  sup  with  me,  I  informed  you  of 
the  law  I  have  imjiosed  on  myself  ;  therefore 
do  not  take  it  iU  if  I  tell  you,  that  we  must 
never  see  one  another  again,  nor  drink  to- 
gether, either  at  home  or  any  other  house, 
for  reasons  best  known  to  myself;  so  God 
conduct  you." 

Abon  Hassan  was  very  exact  in  the  obser- 
vation of  this  oath,  and  never  looked  upon 
or  spoke  to  the  strangers  he  had  once  en- 
tertained;  wherever  he  met  them  in  the 
streets,  the  squares,  or  any  public  assem- 
blies, he  affected  not  to  see  them,  and  turn- 
ed away  to  avoid  them,  that  they  might  not 
speak  to  him,  or  he  have  any  communication 
with  them.  He  had  acted  for  a  long  time 
after  this  manner,  when,  one  afternoon,  a 
little  before  sunset,  as  he  sat  iipon  the 
bridge  according  to  custom,  the  caliph  Har- 
oun  Alraschid  came  by,  but  so  disguised 
that  it  was  impossible  to  know  him  ;  for 
that  monarch,  though  his  chief  ministers 
and  officers  of  justice  acquitted  themselves 
of  their  duty  very  punctually,  would  never- 
theless inform  himself  of  everything,  and 
for  that  purjiose  often  disguised  himself  in 
different  ways,  and  walked  through  the  city 
and  suburbs  of  Bagdad,  sometimes  one  way 
and  sometimes  another.     That   day,   being 
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the  first  of  tlie  moutli,  lie  was  dressed  like 
a  merchant  of  Moussel,  who  had  Imt  just 
disembarked,  and  was  followed  by  a  tall 
stout  black  slave. 

As  the  caliph  had  in  his  disguise  a  grave 
and  respectful  air,  Abon  Hassan,  who 
thought  him  to  be  a  Moussel  merchant,  rose 
up,  and,  after  having  saluted  him  with  a 
graceful  air,  and  kissed  his  hand,  said  to  him, 
"  Sir,  I  congratulate  you  on  your  happj'  ar- 
rival ;  I  beg  you  to  do  me  the  honour  to  go 
and  sup  with  me,  and  rei)0se  yourself  at  my 
house  this  night,  after  the  fatigue  of  your 
voyage  :"  and  to  oblige  him  not  to  refuse  him 
that  favour,  he  told  him  his  ciistom  of  en- 
tertaining the  first  stranger  he  met  with. 
The  caliph  found  something  so  odd  and 
singular  in  Abon  Hassan's  taste,  that  he  was 
very  desirous  to  know  the  bottom  of  it ;  and 
without  quitting  the  character  of  a  mer- 
chant, told  him  that  he  could  not  better 
answer  that  great  civility,  which  he  did  not 
expect  at  his  arrival  at  Bagdad,  than  by 
acce^jting  the  obliging  offer  that  he  made 
him  ;  that  he  had  only  to  lead  the  way,  and 
he  was  ready  to  follow  him. 

Abon  Hassan,  who  knew  not  that  the 
guest  which  chance  presented  to  him  was 
so  very  much  above  him,  treated  the  caliph 
as  hi#  equal,  carried  him  home,  and  led  him 
into  a  room  very  neatly  furnished,  where  he 
set  him  on  a  sofa,  in  the  most  honourable 
place.  Supper  was  ready,  and  the  cloth 
laid.  Abon  Hassan's  mother,  who  took 
upon  herself  the  care  of  the  kitchen,  sent 
up  three  dishes  ;  the  first  was  a  capon  and 
four  large  pullets,  which  was  set  in  the  mid- 
dle ;  and  the  second  and  third,  placed  on 
each  side,  were  a  fat  roasted  goose  and 
broiled  pigeons.  This  was  all ;  but  they 
were  good  of  the  kind,  and  well  flavoured, 
with  proper  saxices. 

Abon  Hassan  sat  dovna  over  against  his 
guest,  and  he  and  the  caliph  began  to  eat 
heartily  of  what  they  liked  best,  without 
speaking  or  drinking,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  country.  When  they  had  done 
eating,  the  calijih's  slave  brought  them  water 
to  wash  their  hands  :  and  in  the  meantime, 
Abon  Hassan's  mother  cleared  the  table,  and 
brought  up  a  dessert  of  all  the  various  sorts 
of  fruits  then  in  season  ;  as  grapes,  peaches, 
apples,  pears,  and  various  pastes  of  dried 
almonds,  &c.  As  soon  as  it  grew  dark,  wax 
candles  were  lighted,  and  Abon  Hassan,  after 
charging  his  mother  to  take  care  of  the 
caliph's  slave,  set  on  bottles  and  glasses. 

Then  Abon  Hassan,  sitting  down  with  the 
l)retended  IMoussel  merchant  again,  filled  out 
a  glass  of  -vvine,  before  he  touched  the  fruit ; 
and  holding  it  out  in  his  hand,  said  to  the 
caliph,  still  taking  him  for  a  merchant  of 
Moussel,  "You  know,  sir,  that  the  cock 
never  drinks  before  he  calls  to  his  hens  to 
come  and  drink  with  him ;  I  invite  you  to 


follow  my  example.  I  do  not  know  Avhat  you 
may  think ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  cannot  reckon 
him  a  wise  man  who  does  not  love  wine. 
Let  us  leave  those  sort  of  i^eople  to  their  dull 
melancholy  humours,  and  seek  for  mirth, 
which  is  only  to  be  found  in  a  brimmer. " 

While  Abon  Hassan  was  drinking,  the 
caliph,  taking  the  glass  that  was  set  for  him, 
said,  "You  are  an  honest  fellow ;  I  like  your 
pleasant  temper,  and  expect  you  wiU  fill  me 
as  much."  Abon  Hassan,  as  soon  as  he  had 
drunk,  filled  the  caliph's  glass,  and  giving  it 
to  him,  "Taste  this  wine,  sir,"  said  he  ;  "I 
will  warrant  it  good."  "  I  am  very  well  per- 
suaded of  that,"  replied  the  caliph,  laughing; 
"you  know  how  to  choose  the  best."  "Oh," 
replied  Abon  Hassan  (while  the  caliph  was 
taking  off  his  glass),  "one  need  only  look  in 
your  face  to  see  you  have  seen  the  world,  and 
know  what  good  living  is.  If,"  added  he  in 
Arabic  verse,  "my  house  coidd  think  and  ex- 
press its  joy,  how  happy  would  it  be  to  pos- 
sess you,  and,  bowing  before  you,  would  cry, 
How  overjoyed  am  I  to  see  myself  honoured 
with  the  company  of  so  well-behaved  and  so 
polite  a  personage,  and  for  meeting  with  a 
man  of  your  merit." 

The  caliph,  who  was  naturally  lively,  was 
mightily  diverted  with  these  sallies  of  Abon 
Hassan's,  and  took  great  ideasure  in  pro- 
moting drinking,  often  asking  for  wine, 
thinking  that  when  it  began  to  work,  he 
might,  by  his  conversation,  satisfy  his  curio- 
sity. In  order,  therefore,  to  enter  into  con- 
versation, he  asked  him  his  name,  his  busi- 
ness, and  how  he  spent  his  life.  "My  name, 
sir,"  replied  he,  "is  Abon  Hassan.  I  lost  my 
father,  who  was  a  merchant  of  Bagdad,  and 
though  he  was  not  the  richest,  yet  he  lived 
very  comfortably.  When  he  died,  he  left 
me  money  enough  for  my  station  to  live  free 
from  ambition ;  but  as  he  always  kept  a  very 
strict  hand  over  me  in  his  lifetime,  I  was 
willing,  when  he  was  gone,  to  make  iip  the 
time  I  thought  I  had  lost.  Notwithstanding 
this,"  continued  Abon  Hassan,  "I  was  more 
prudent  than  most  young  people  are,  who 
give  themselves  ui>  to  debauchery  without 
any  thought,  and  pursue  it  till  they  reduce 
themselves  to  the  iitmost  i)overty,  and  are 
forced  to  do  penance  all  the  rest  of  their 
lives  after.  To  avoid  this  misfortune,  I 
divided  what  I  had  left  me  into  two  parts, 
land  and  ready  money.  I  destined  the  ready 
money  to  supply  the  expenses  of  my  ac- 
quaintance. I  meditated,  and  took  a  fixed 
resolution  not  to  touch  my  rents.  I  associ- 
ated with  young  people  of  my  own  age,  and 
with  my  ready  money,  which  I  spent  pro- 
fusely, treated  them  splendidly  every  day ; 
and,  in  short,  spared  for  no  sort  of  ijleasure. 
But  all  this  did  not  last  long;  for  by  the 
time  the  year  was  out,  I  had  got  to  the  bot- 
tom of  my  box,  and  then  all  my  table-friends 
vanished.     I  made  a  visit  to  every  one  of 
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them  successively,  and  represcuted  to  tliem 
the  miserable  condition  I  was  in,  hut  none 
of  them  made  an  offer  to  relieve  me. 

"  Upon  this,  I  renounced  their  friendship, 
and  i-etrenched  so  far  as  to  live  within  the 
compass  of  my  income,  and  bound  myself 
to  keep  company  with  none  but  the  first 
stranger  I  could  meet  with  coming  that  day 
into  IJagdad,  and  to  entertain  him  but  one 
day  and  one  night.  I  have  told  you  the  rest 
before  ;  and  I  thank  my  good  fortune  this 
day  for  meeting  with  a  stranger  of  so  much 
worth. " 

The  caliph  was  very  well  satisfied  with 
this  information,  and  said  to  Abon  Hassan, 
"I  cannot  enough  commend  the  measures  you 
have  taken,  and  the  prudence  with  which 
you  have  acted,  by  forsaking  your  debau- 
chery,— a  conduct  rarely  to  be  met  with  in 
young  persons ;  and  I  esteem  you  the  more 
for  being  so  faithful  to  yourself.  It  was  a 
slijtpory  path  you  trod  in,  and  T  cannot 
enough  admire  how,  after  having  seen  the 
end  of  your  ready  money,  you  had  so  great 
command  over  yourself  not  to  enter  upon 
your  rents,  or  even  your  estate.  In  short, 
I  must  o-mi,  T  envy  j'our  happiness.  You 
are  the  happiest  man  in  the  world,  to  enjoy 
every  day  the  company  of  some  one  honest 
man,  with  whom  you  can  discourse  freely 
and  agreeably,  and  to  whom  you  give  an 
opportunity  to  declare,  wherever  he  goes, 
how  handsomely  he  was  received  by  you. 
But,  we  talk  too  long  without  drinking; 
conic,  drink,  and  pour  out  a  glass  for  me." 

In  this  manner  the  caliph  and  Abon  Has- 
san conversed  together,  drinking  and  talking 
of  indifferent  pleasant  subjects,  till  the  niglit 
was  pretty  far  advanced ;  when  the  caliph, 
pretending  to  be  fatigued  after  his  journey, 
told  his  host  he  stood  in  need  of  a  little  rest. 
"But,"  added  ha,  "as  I  would  not  deprive 
you  of  yours  on  my  account,  before  we  part 
(because  to-morrow  I  may  be  gone  l)cfore  you 
are  stirring),  I  should  be  glad  to  shew  you 
how  sensible  I  am  of  your  civility,  and  the 
good  cheer  and  hospitality  you  have  shewn 
me.  The  only  thing  that  troubles  me  is, 
that  I  know  not  which  Avay  to  make  you 
any  acknowledgment.  I  beg  of  you,  there- 
fore, to  let  me  imderstand  how  I  may  do  it, 
and  you  shall  see  I  will  not  be  ungrateful  ; 
for  it  is  impossible  but  a  man  like  you  must 
have  some  business,  some  want,  or  wish  for 
something  agreealile  to  you.  Speak  freely, 
and  oiJen  your  mind ;  for  though  I  am  but 
a  merchant,  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  oblige 
you  myself,  or  by  some  friend." 

To  these  offers  of  the  caliph,  Abon  Has- 
san, taking  him  still  for  a  Moussel  mer- 
chant, replied,  "I  am  very  well  persuaded, 
my  good  sir,  that  it  is  not  out  of  compli- 
ment that  you  make  mo  these  generous 
tenders;  but,  upon  the  word  of  an  honest 
man,    I  assiu'c  you,    I   hu,ve   nothing  that 


troubles  me,  no  business,  nor  desires,  and  1 
ask  nothing  of  anybody.  I  have  not  the 
least  ambition,  as  I  told  you  before,  and  am 
satisfied  with  my  condition ;  therefore,  I  can 
only  thank  you  for  your  obliging  proffers, 
and  the  honour  you  have  done  me  to  come 
and  take  a  slight  repast  with  me.  Yet 
I  must  tell  you,"  pursued  Abon  Hassan, 
"  there  is  one  thing  gives  me  uneasiness, 
without,  however,  disturbing  my  rest.  You 
must  know  the  town  of  Bagdad  is  divided 
into  quarters,  in  each  of  which  there  is  a 
mosque,  with  an  inian  to  perform  prayers  at 
certain  hours,  at  the  head  of  the  quarter 
which  assembles  there.  The  imau  of  tlio 
division  I  live  in  is  a  great  old  man,  of  an 
austere  countenance,  and  the  greatest  hypo- 
crite in  the  world.  Four  old  men  of  this 
neighbourhood,  who  are  people  of  the  same 
stamp,  meet  regularly  every  day  at  this 
iman's  house.  There  they  vent  their  slander, 
calumny,  and  malice  against  me  and  the 
whole  quarter,  to  the  disturl^ance  of  the 
peace  of  a  neighbourhood,  and  the  promo- 
tion of  dissention.  Some  they  threaten, 
others  they  frighten,  and,  in  short,  would  be 
lords  paramount,  and  have  every  one  govern 
himself  according  to  their  caprice,  though 
they  know  not  how  to  govern  themselves. 
Indeed,  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  they  meddle 
with  anything  but  their  koran,  and  do  not 
let  the  world  live  quietly." 

"Well,  I  suppose,"  said  the  caliph,  "you 
wisli  to  have  a  stop  put  to  this  disorder?" 
"  You  have  guessed  right,"  answered  Abon 
Hassan,  "and  the  only  thing  I  should  pray  for 
would  be  to  be  caliph  but  for  one  day,  in  the 
stead  of  our  sovereign  lord  and  master  Harouir 
Alraschid,  the  commander  of  the  faithful." 
"  What  would  you  do  if  you  was?"  said  the 
caliph.  "  I  would  make  examples  of  them," 
answered  Abon  Hassan,  "  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  honest  men.  I  would  punish  the  four 
old  men  with  each  a  hundred  bastinadoes  on 
the  soles  of  their  feet,  and  the  iman  with 
four  himdred,  to  teach  them  not  to  disturb 
and  abuse  their  neighbours  any  more." 

The  caliph  was  extremely  well  pleased 
with  this  thought  of  Abon  Hassan's  ;  and  as 
he  loved  adventures,  he  longed  to  make  this 
a  very  singular  one.  "Indeed,"  said  he, 
' '  I  approve  very  much  of  your  wish,  which 
I  see  proceeds  from  an  upright  heart,  that 
cannot  bear  to  see  the  malice  of  wicked 
people  go  unpunished ;  I  could  like  to  see  it 
take  effect,  and  it  is  not  so  impossible  a 
thing  as  you  may  imagine.  I  am  pei-suaded 
that  the  caliph  woidd  willingly  put  his 
authority  for  twenty-four  hours  into  your 
hands  if  he  knew  your  good  intentions,  and 
the  good  use  you  would  make  of  it.  Though 
a  foreign  merchant,  I  have  credit  enough  to 
contribute  in  some  degree  to  the  execution 
of  this  plan."  "I  see,"  said  Abon  Hassan, 
"you  laugh  at  my  foolish  fancy,  and  the 
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caliph  himself  -would  laugh  at  my  extrava- 
gance too,  if  he  knew  it;  yet  it  would  be  a 
means  of  informing  him  of  the  behaviour  of 
the  iman  and  his  comi)anions,  and  induce 
him  to  chastise  them." 

"  Heaven  forbid,"  replied  the  caliph, 
"that  I,  who  have  been  so  handsomely  en- 
tertained by  you,  shoidd  laugh  at  you ;  nei- 
ther do  I  believe,  as  much  a  stranger  as  I 
am  to  you,  that  the  caliph  would  be  dis- 
jDleased ;  but  let  us  leave  off  talking ;  it  is 
almost  midnight,  and  time  to  go  to  bed." 
"With  all  my  heart,"  said  Abon  Hassan, 
"  I  would  not  be  any  hindrance  to  your 
going  to  rest ;  but  there  is  stiU  some  wine  in 
the  bottle,  and  if  you  please  we  will  drink 
it  oflf  first,  and  then  retire.  The  only  thing 
that  I  have  to  recommend  to  you  is,  that 
when  you  go  out  in  the  morning,  if  I  am 
not  up,  you  will  not  leave  the  door  open, 
but  give  yom-self  the  trouble  of  shutting  it 
after  you."  This  the  caliiili  promised  to  do  ; 
and  while  Abon  Hassan  was  talking,  took 
the  bottle  and  two  glasses,  and  filled  his  own 
first,  saying,  "Here  is  a  cup  of  thanks  to 
you,"  and  then  fiUing  the  other,  put  into  it 
artfully  a  Little  powder,  which  he  had  about 
him,  and  gi^'ing  it  to  Abon  Hassan,  said, 
"You  have  taken  the  pains  to  till  for  me  all 
this  night,  and  it  is  the  least  I  can  do  to  save 
you  the  trouble  once  :  I  beg  you  to  take 
this  glass  ;  diink  it  off  for  my  sake." 

Abon  Hassan  took  the  glass,  and  to  shew 
his  guest  with  hosv  much  pleasure  he  re- 
ceived the  honoiu'  he  did  him,  whipt  it  off 
at  once,  but  had  scarcely  set  the  glass  upon 
the  table,  but  the  powder  began  to  work, 
and  he  fell  into  so  sound  a  sleep,  that  his 
head  knocked  against  his  knees  so  suddenly, 
that  the  cahph  coidd  not  help  laugliing. 
The  caliph  ordered  the  slave  he  had  brought 
along  with  him, — and  who  came  again  into 
the  room  as  soon  as  he  had  supped,  and  had 
been  there  to  receive  his  orders, — to  take  him 
upon  his  back,  and  follow  him  ;  but  to  be 
sure  to  observe  the  house,  that  he  might 
know  it  again,  when  he  was  ordered  to  bring 
him  back  ;  and  in  this  manner  the  caliph, 
followed  by  the  slave  with  Abon  Hassan 
upon  his  back,  went  out  of  the  house,  but 
without  shutting  the  door  after  him  as  Abon 
Hassan  desired  him,  and  went  directly  to  his 
palace,  and  by  a  jjrivate  door  into  his  own 
apartment,  where  all  the  officers  of  his  cham- 
ber were  waitmg  for  him,  whom  he  ordered 
to  undress  him  and  put  him  in  his  bed,  Avhich 
they  immediately  performed. 

Then  the  caliph  sent  for  all  the  officers 
and  ladies  of  the  palace,  and  said  to  them, 
"I  would  have  aU  those,  whose  business  it 
is  to  attend  my  levee,  wait  to-morrow  morn- 
ing upon  this  man,  who  lies  in  my  bed,  and 
pay  the  same  respect  to  him  as  to  myself, 
and  obey  him  in  whatever  he  commands  ; 
let  him  be  refused  nothing  that  he  asks  for, 


and  be  spoken  to  and  answered  in  every- 
thing he  says  or  does,  as  if  he  was  the  com- 
mander of  the  faithful.  In  short,  I  expect 
that  you  look  iipon  him  as  the  true  caliph 
and  commander  of  the  faithful,  without  re- 
garding me  ;  and  above  all  thing.s,  mistake 
not  in  the  least  circumstance." 

The  officers  and  ladies,  who  presently  un- 
derstood that  the  caliph  had  a  mind  to  divert 
himself,  answered  him  by  low  bows,  and 
then  withdrew,  every  one  preparing  to  con- 
tribute to  the  best  of  their  power  to  perform 
their  resjiective  parts  adroitly. 

The  caliph,  returning  to  his  palace,  sent 
for  the  grand  vizier  :  "  Giafar,"  said  he,  "  I 
have  sent  for  you  to  instruct  you,  and  to 
prevent  your  being  surprised  to-morrow  when 
you  come  to  audience,  to  see  this  man  that 
is  laid  here  in  my  bed,  seated  on  my  throne 
in  my  royal  robes  :  accost  him  with  the  same 
reverence  and  respect  you  jjay  to  myself  ; 
observe  and  punctually  execute  whatever  he 
bids  yo\x  do,  the  same  as  if  I  commanded 
j'ou.  He  will  exercise  great  liberaUty,  and 
commission  you  with  the  distribution  of  it. 
Do  all  he  bids  you,  even  if  his  liberality 
shoidd  extend  so  far  as  to  euijity  all  the 
coffers  in  my  treasury  ;  and  remember  to 
acquaint  all  my  emirs,  and  all  the  officers 
without  the  i)alace,  to  pay  him  the  same 
honour  at  audience  as  to  myself,  and  to 
carry  on  the  matter  so  well,  that  he  may 
not  iierceive  the  least  thing  that  may  inter- 
rupt this  diversion  which  I  design  myself." 

After  the  gi-and  vizier  retired,  the  caliph 
went  to  bed  in  another  ajjartmeut,  and  gave 
Mesrour,  the  chief  of  his  eimuchs,  the  orders 
which  he  was  to  execute,  that  everything 
might  succeed  as  he  intended,  to  gratify  the 
wish  of  Abon  Hassan  ;  that  he  might  see 
how  Abon  Hassan  would  use  the  power  and 
authority  of  the  cahph  for  the  short  time  he 
desked  to  have  it.  Above  all,  he  charged 
him  not  to  fail  to  awake  him  at  the  usual 
hour,  before  he  awakened  Abon  Hassan,  be- 
cause he  had  a  mind  to  be  present  when  he 
arose. 

]Mesrour  failed  not  to  do  as  the  caliph  had 
commanded;  and  as  soon  as  the  caliph  went 
into  the  room  where  Abon  Hassan  lay,  he 
])laced  himself  in  a  little  raised  closet,  from 
AN'hence  he  could  see  all  that  i)assed.  All 
the  officers  and  ladies,  who  were  to  attend 
Abon  Hassan's  levee,  went  in  at  the  same 
time,  and  took  their  jjosts  according  to  their 
rank,  with  great  silence,  and  ready  to  acquit 
themselves  of  their  respective  duties,  as  if  it 
was  the  cahph  who  was  g<iing  to  rise. 

As  it  was  just  daylji-cak,  and  time  to 
rise  to  morning  prayer  before  sunrise,  the 
officer  that  stood  nearest  the  head  of  the  bed 
])ut  a  sjjonge  steeped  in  vinegar  to  Abon 
Hassan's  nose,  who  i^resently  turning  his 
head  about,  without  opening  his  eyes,  with 
a  little  effort  discharged  a  kind  of  phlegm, 
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which  was  received  in  a  little  golden  basin 
before  it  fell  on  the  carpet.  This  was  the 
usual  effect  of  the  caliph's  jiowder,  the  sleep 
lasting  longer  or  shorter,  in  proportion  to 
the  dose.  When  Abon  Hassan  laid  down 
his  head  on  the  bolster,  he  opened  his  eyes ; 
and  by  the  small  daylight  that  appeared,  he 
found  himself  in  a  large  handsome  room, 
magnificently  furnished,  the  ceiling  of  which 
was  linely  painted  in  the  Arabesque  pattern, 
adorned  with  vases  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
the  floor  covered  with  a  rich  silk  tapestry, 
and  siuTOUiided  by  a  great  many  young  and 
handsome  ladies,  many  of  them  having  in- 
struments of  music  in  their  hands,  and  black 
eimuchs  richly  clothed,  idl  standing  with 
great  modesty  and  respect.  After  casting 
his  eyes  on  the  covering  of  the  bed,  he  per- 
ceived it  was  cloth  of  gold,  richly  embossed 
with  pearls  and  diamonds,  and  by  the  bed 
lay,  on  a  cushion,  a  haljit  of  the  same  stufi's 
and  trimmings,  with  a  caliph's  turban. 

At  the  sight  of  these  glittering  objects 
Abon  Hassan  was  in  the  most  mexpressible 
confusion  and  amazement,  and  looked  upon 
all  he  saw  as  a  dream  ;  yet  such  a  dream  as 
he  wished  it  not  to  be.  "So,"  said  he  to 
himself,  "I  am  caliph;  but,"  added  he,  re- 
collecting himself,  "it  is  only  a  dream,  the 
effect  of  the  wish  I  entertained  my  guest 
with  last  night ; "  and  then  he  turned  himself 
about,  and  shut  his  eyes  to  sleep  again.  At 
the  same  time  the  eunuch  said,  veiy  respect- 
fully, "Commander  of  the  faithful,  it  is  time 
for  your  majesty  to  rise  to  prayers  ;  the 
morning  begins  to  advance." 

These  words  very  much  surprised  Abon 
Hassan.  "Am  I  awake,  or  do  I  sleep?" 
said  he  to  himseff.  "Ah,  certainly,  I  am 
aoleep  ! "  continued  he,  keeping  his  eyes 
shut ;   "  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  of  it." 

Immediately  the  eunuch,  who  saw  he 
gave  him  no  answer,  and  had  no  inclination 
to  get  up,  said  again,  "  Your  majesty  must 
permit  me  to  repeat  once  more  that  it  is 
time  to  rise  to  morning  prayer,  unless  you 
choose  to  let  it  pass ;  the  sun  is  jiist  rising, 
and  you  never  neglect  this  duty."  "  I  am 
mistaken, "  said  Abon  Hassan  presently :  "I 
am  not  asleep,  but  awake ;  for  those  that 
sleep  do  not  hear,  and  I  hear  somebody  speak 
to  me  :"  then  opening  his  eyes  again,  he  saw 
])lainly  by  broad  daylight,  what  he  had  seen 
but  indistinctly  before  ;  and  started  up,  with 
a  smiling  countenance,  like  a  man  overjoyed 
at  a  sudden  promotion.  The  calijjh,  who 
saw  him,  penetrated  his  thoughts  with  great 
delight; 

Then  the  young  ladies  of  the  palace  pros- 
trated themselves  with  their  faces  to  the 
ground  before  Abon  Hassan,  and  those  who 
had  the  instruments  of  music  in  then-  hands 
\\ished  him  a  good  morrow,  by  a  concert  of 
.soft  flutes,  hautboys,  theorboes,  and  other 
harmonious  instruments,  with  which  he  Mas 


enchanted,  and  in  such  an  ecstasy,  that  he" 
knew  not  where  he  was,  nor  whether  he  was 
himself ;  but  reverting  to  his  first  idea,  he 
still  doubted  whether  what  he  saw  and  heard 
was  a  dream  or  reality.  He  clapped  his  hands 
before  his  eyes,  and  lowering  his  head,  said 
to  himself,  "  What  means  all  this  ?  Where 
am  I?  and  to  whom  does  this  palace  belong? 
What  can  these  eunuchs,  handsome  well- 
dressed  officers,  beautiful  ladies,  and  musi- 
cians, mean  ?  How  is  it  possible  for  me  not 
to  distinguish  whether  1  am  in  my  right 
senses,  or  in  a  dream  ? " 

When  he  took  his  hands  from  his  eyes, 
opened  them,  and  Uftejl  up  his  head,  the  sun 
shone  full  in  at  the  chamber  window ;  and  at 
that  instant,  Mesrour,  the  chief  of  the  eu- 
nuchs, came  in,  prostrated  himself  before 
Abon  Hassan,  and  said,  ' '  Commander  of  the 
faithful,  yoiu-  majesty  will  excuse  me  for  re- 
presenting to  you,  that  you  used  not  to  rise 
so  late,  and  that  the  time  of  prayer  is  over. 
If  j'om*  majesty  has  not  had  a  bad  night, 
and  has  not  been  indisposed,  it  is  time  to 
ascend  your  throne  and  hold  council  as 
usual ;  all  your  generals,  governors,  and 
other  great  officers  of  state,  wait  yoiu-  pre- 
sence in  the  council-hall." 

At  this  discourse  of  jMesrom-'s,  Abon  Has- 
san was  verily  persuaded  that  he  was  neither 
asleep  nor  in  a  dream  ;  but  at  the  same  time 
Avas  not  less  embarrassed  and  confused  imder 
this  uncertainty  what  steps  to  take :  at  last, 
looking  earnestly  at  Mesrour,  said  he  to  him 
in  a  serious  tone,  "Who  is  it  you  speak  to, 
and  call  the  commander  of  the  faithful  ?  I 
do  not  know  you,  and  you  must  mistake  me 
for  somebody  else." 

Any  person  but  Mesrour  would  have  been 
dashed  at  these  questions  of  Abon  Hassan's ; 
but  he  had  been  so  weU  instructed  by  the 
caliph,  that  he  played  his  part  to  a  wonder. 
"My  worthy  lord  and  master,"  said  he, 
"  your  majesty  only  speaks  thus  to  try  me. 
Is  not  your  majesty  the  commander  of  the 
faithful,  monarch  of  the  world  from  East  to 
West,  and  vicar  on  earth"  to  the  prophet 
sent  of  God?  Mesrour,  yoiu*  poor  slave, 
has  not  forgotten  you,  after  so  many  years 
that  he  has  had  the  honour  and  happiness 
to  serve  and  pay  his  respects  to  your  majesty. 
He  woidd  think  himself  the  most  unhappy 
of  men  if  he  has  incurred  your  displeasure, 
and  begs  of  you  most  humbly  to  remove  his 
fears;  but  had  rather  suppose  that  you  have 
been  disturbed  by  some  troublesome  dream 
to-night." 

Abon  Hassan  bm-st  out  a  laughing  at  these 
words  of  Mesrour's,  and  fell  backwards  upon 
the  bolster,  which  pleased  the  cahph  so  much 
that  he  woiild  have  laughed  as  loud  him- 
self, if  he  had  not  been  afraid  of  putting  a 
stop  too  soon  to  the  pleasant  scene  he  pro- 
mised himself. 

«  Ilaster  of  the  ^YOl•ld  above  and  below. 
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Abou  Hassan,  when  he  had  tired  himself 
with  laughing,  sat  up  again,  and  speaking  to 
a  little  eimiich  that  stood  by  him,  black  as 
Mesrour,  said,  "Hark  ye,  tell  me  who  I 
am?"  "Sir,"  answered  the  little  boy  mo- 
destly, "your  majesty  is  the  commander  of 
the  believers,  and  God's  \ncar  on  eai-th." 
"You  are  a  little  liar,  black  face,"  said  Abon 
Hassan.  Then  he  called  the  lady  that  stood 
nearest  to  him:  "Come  hither,  fair  one," 
said  he,  holding  out  his  hand,  "  bite  the  end 
of  my  linger,  that  I  may  feel  whether  I  am 
asleep  or  awake." 

The  lady,  who  knew  the  caliph  saw  all 
that  passed,  was  overjoyed  to  have  an  oi)i)or- 
tunity  of  shewing  her  power  of  diverting 
him,  and  went  with  a  grave  countenance, 
and  putting  his  finger  between  her  teeth,  she 
bit  it  so  hard  that  she  put  him  to  violent 
pain.  Snatching  his  hand  quickly  back 
again,  he  said,  "I  find  I  am  awake,  and  not 
asleep.  But  by  what  miracle  am  I  become 
caliph  in  a  night's  time  ?  This  is  certJiinly  the 
most  st»ange  and  surprising  thing  in  the 
world  ! "  Then  addressing  himself  to  the 
same  lady,  he  said,  "I  conjure  you,  by  the 
protection  of  God,  in  whom  you  trust  as 
well  as  T,  not  to  hide  the  truth  from  me ;  am 
I  really  the  commander  of  the  faithful  'i " 
"It  is  so  true,"  answered  the  lady,  "that 
we,  who  are  your  slaves,  are  amazed  to  find 
that  you  will  not  believe  yourself  to  be  so." 
"  You  are  a  deceiver,"  replied  Abon  Hassan ; 
"I  know  very  well  who  I  am." 

As  the  chief  of  the  euniichs  perceived  that 
Abon  Hassan  had  a  mind  to  rise,  he  offered 
him  his  hand,  and  helped  him  to  get  out  of 
bed.  Xo  sooner  were  his  feet  set  on  the 
floor,  but  the  chamber  rang  again  with  the 
repeated  acclamations  of  the  officers  and 
ladies,  who  cried  out  altogether,  "Com- 
mander of  the  faithful,  God  give  your  ma- 
jesty a  good  day."  "  O  heaven !  "  cried  Abon 
Hassan,  ' '  what  a  strange  thing  is  this !  Last 
night  I  was  Abon  Hassan,  and  this  morning 
I  am  the  commander  of  the  believers  !  I 
cannot  comprehend  this  sudden  and  surpris- 
ing change."  Presently  some  of  the  officers 
began  to  dress  him  ;  and  Avlien  they  had 
done,  Mesrour  led  him  through  all  the  eu- 
nuchs and  ladies,  who  were  ranged  on  both 
sides,  quite  to  the  council  chamber  door, 
which  was  opened  by  one  of  the  officers. 
Mesrour  walked  before  him  to  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  where  he  stopped,  and  putting 
one  hand  under  one  arm,  whde  another 
officer  who  followed  did  the  same  by  the 
other,  they  helped  him  to  ascend  the  throne. 
Abon  Hassan  sat  down  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  officers,  who  wished  him  all 
happiness  and  prosperity,  and  turning  to  the 
right  and  left  he  saw  the  officers  of  the 
guards  ranged  in  good  order,  and  making  a 
line  appearance. 

The  caliph  in  the  meantime  cauic  out  of 


the  closet  where  he  was  hid,  and  went  into 
another,  which  looked  into  the  council-hall, 
from  whence  he  could  see  and  hear  all  that 
passed  in  council,  where  his  grand  vizier 
l)resided  in  his  place  when  he  was  prevented 
by  illness  from  attending  in  person.  What 
pleased  him  highly  was  to  see  Abon  Hassan 
till  his  throne  with  almost  as  much  gravity 
as  himself. 

As  soon  as  Abon  Hassan  had  seated  him- 
self, the  grand  vizier  Giafar  prostrated  him- 
self at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  rising  and 
addressing  himself  to  him,  said,  "Com- 
mander of  the  faitliful,  God  shower  down 
blessings  on  your  majesty  in  this  life,  re- 
ceive you  into  his  paradise  in  the  other 
world,  and  confound  your  enemies." 

Abon  Hassan,  after  all  that  had  happened 
that  morning,  and  these  words  of  the  grand 
vizier,  never  doubted  but  that  he  was  caliph, 
as  he  wished  to  be  ;  and  so  without  examin- 
ing any  farther,  how,  or  by  what  adventure, 
or  sudden  change  of  fortune,  he  immediately 
began  to  exercise  his  power,  and  looking 
very  gravely  upon  the  vizier,  asked  him 
what  he  had  to  say?  "Commander  of  the 
faithfid,"  replied  the  grand  vizier,  "the 
emirs,  viziers,  and  other  officers  who  are  of 
your  majesty's  council,  wait  at  the  door  till 
your  majesty  gives  them  leave  to  come  in 
and  i^ay  their  accustomed  respects  to  you." 
Abon  Hassan  presently  ordered  the  door  to 
be  opened,  and  the  grand  vizier  turning,  and 
addressing  himself  to  the  officers  who  waited 
for  orders,  said,  "Chief  of  the  door-keepers, 
the  commander  of  the  faithfid  orders  you  to 
do  your  duty." 

When  the  door  was  opened  the  viziers, 
emirs,  and  princijjal  officers  of  the  court,  all 
dressed  magnificently  in  their  habits  of  cere- 
mony, went  in  their  order  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  and  jiaid  their  resjiects  to  Abon 
Hassan;  and  bowing  their  heads  do^vn  to 
the  carpet,  kneeling  on  one  knee,  saluted 
him  with  the  title  of  the  commander  of  the 
faithful,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the 
grand  vizier,  and  afterwards  took  their  seats. 

When  this  ceremony  was  over,  and  they 
were  all  placed,  there  was  a  profound  si- 
lence. The  grand  vizier,  always  standing 
before  the  throne,  began,  according  to  the 
order  of  papers  in  his  hand,  to  make  his 
rejiort  of  afi'airs,  which  at  that  time  were  of 
very  little  conseqiience.  Nevertheless,  the 
caliph  coidd  not  but  admire  how  Abon 
Hassan  acquitted  himself  in  his  great  post 
without  the  least  hesitation  or  embarrass- 
ment, and  decided  so  well  in  aU  matters,  as 
his  own  good  sense  suggested  the  request 
was  or  was  not  proper  to  be  granted.  But 
before  the  grand  vizier  had  finished  his  re- 
port, Abou  Hassan  i)erceived  the  judge  of 
the  police,  whom  he  knew  by  sight,  sitting 
in  his  place,  "Stop,"  said  he  to  the  grand 
Aazier,  interrupting  him.  "I  have  an  order 
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of  consequence  to  give  to  the  judge  of  the 
police."  The  judge  of  the  pohce  perceiving 
that  Abou  Hassan  looked  at  him,  and  hear-  | 
ing  his  name  mentioned,  arose  from  off  his 
seat,  and  went  gravelj^  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  where  he  prostrated  himself  with  his 
face  to  the  ground.  "Judge  of  the  jiolice," 
said  Abon  Hassan,  "go  immediately  to  such 
a  quarter  in  such  a  street,  where  you  will 
find  a  mosque,  and  seize  the  imau  of  the 
inosque  and  four  old  graybeards,  and  give 
each  of  the  old  men  a  hundred  bastinadoes 
■with  a  bull's  pizzle,  and  the  iman  four  hun- 
dred. After  that,  jnount  them  all  five, 
clothed  .  in  rags,  iipou  camels,  with  their 
faces  to  the  tails,  and  lead  them  through 
the  whole  city,  with  a  crier  before  them, 
who  shall  ])roclaim  with  a  loud  voice,  'This 
is  the  punishment  of  all  those  who  trouble 
their  heads  with  other  people's  affairs,  and 
make  it  their  business  to  create  disturbances 
and  misunderstandings  in  families  in  their 
neighbourhood,  and  do  them  all  the  miscliief 
in  their  power.'  My  intention  is  also,  that 
you  enjoin  them  to  leave  that  quai-tcr,  and 
never  to  set  foot  in  it  more ;  and  while  your 
heutenant  is  conducting  them  through  the 
town,  return,  and  give  me  an  account  of 
the  execution  of  my  orders."  The  judge  of 
the  police  laid  his  hand  upon  his  head  to 
shew  his  obedience  to  execute  that  order  on 
pain  of  losing  his  head  if  he  failed,  aiiel 
prostrating  himseK  a  second  time,  went 
away. 

The  caliph  was  extremely  well  pleased  at 
the  tirmness  with  which  this  order  was 
given,  and  perceived  that  Abon  Hassan  was 
resolved  not  to  lose  the  o]iportunity  of 
punishing  the  iman  and  the  other  four  old 
hypocrites  of  his  quarter.  In  the  meantime 
the  grand  vizier  went  on  with  his  report, 
and  had  just  finished,  when  the  judgo  of 
the  police  came  back  from  executing  his 
commission.  He  apjjroached  the  throne 
with  the  usual  ceremony,  and  said,  "Com- 
mander of  the  faithfid,  I  found  the  iman 
and  his  four  companions  in  the  mosque, 
which  your  majesty  pointed  out;  and  for 
a  proof  that  I  have  punctually  obeyed  your 
commands,  I  have  brought  an  instrument 
signed  by  the  principal  inhabitants  of  that 
quarter."  At  the  same  time  he  pulled  a 
paper  out  of  his  bosom,  and  presented  it  to 
the  pretended  caliph. 

Abon  Hassan  took  the  paper,  and  reading 
it  over  cautiously,  with  the  names  of  the 
witnesses,  who  were  all  people  that  he  knew 
very  well,  said  to  the  judge  of  the  police, 
smiling,  "It  is  well ;  I  am  satisfied  ;  return 
to  your  seat.  These  old  hypocrites,"  said 
ho  to  himself,  with  an  air  of  satisfaction, 
"who  thought  fit  to  censure  my  actions, 
and  find  fault  with  my  entertaining  honest 
people,  deserved  this  punishment."  The 
caliph  aU  the  time  penetrated  his  thoughts, 


and  felt  inconceivable  joy  in  this  pleasant 
expedition. 

Then  Abon  Hassan,  addressing  himself  to 
the  grand  vizier,  said,  "Go  to  the  high  trea- 
surer for  a  purse  of  a  thousand  ])ieces  of 
gold,  and  carry  it  to  the  mother  of  one  Abon 
Hassan,  who  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
dehauchee ;  she  lives  in  the  same  quarter  to 
which  I  sent  the  judge  of  the  police.  Go, 
and  i-eturn  immediately." 

The  grand  vizier,  after  laying  his  hand 
u])on  his  head,  and  prostrating  himself  be- 
fore the  throne,  Avent  to  the  high  treasurer, 
who  gave  him  the  money,  which  he  ordered 
a  slave  to  take,  and  to  follow  him  to  Abou 
Hassan's  mother,  to  whom  he  gave  it,  say- 
ing only,  "The  caliph  makes  you  this  pre- 
sent." She  received  it  with  the  greatest 
surprise  imaginable.  She  could  not  tell  what 
to  think  of  this  liberality  of  the  caliph's, 
and  was  totally  ignorant  of  what  passed  in 
the  palace. 

During  the  grand  vizier's  absence,  the 
judge  of  the  police  made  the  usual  report  of 
his  ofiice,  which  lasted  till  the  vizier  re- 
turned. As  soon  as  he  came  into  the  council- 
chamber,  and  had  assured  Abon  Hassan  he 
had  executed  his  orders,  Mesrour,  the  chief 
of  the  eunuchs,  who  returned  to  the  palace 
after  he  had  conducted  Abon  Hassan  to  the 
council,  came  again,  and  made  a  sign  to  the 
viziers,  the  emirs,  and  other  ofiicers,  that 
the  council  was  over,  and  that  they  might 
all  retire ;  which  they  did  by  making  the 
same"  prostration  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  as 
when  they  entered. 

Abon  Hassan  sat  not  long  on  the  caliph's 
throne,  but  came  down  from  it,  supported 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  went  up,  by 
Mesrour  and  another  officer  of  the  eunuchs, 
who  attended  him  back  again  to  the  apart- 
ment from  whence  he  came,  preceded  all 
the  way  by  the  grand  vizier.  But  he  had 
scarce  made  a  fe\v  steps,  when  he  was  taken 
with  a  pressing  occasion ;  ui)on  which  they 
shewed  him  into  a  neat  closet,  paved  with 
marble  ;  whereas  the  apartment  where  he 
was  was  covered  with  rich  carjjets,  like  the 
other  apartments  of  the  palace.  They  gave 
him  a  pair  of  drawers  of  silk,  embroidered 
with  gold,  which  it  was  usual  to  put  on  be- 
fore going  in  there.  He  took  them,  and  as 
he  knew  not  the  use  of  them,  he  put  them 
into  one  of  his  sleeves,  which  were  very 
wide.  As  it  often  hajjpens  that  a  trifle  ex- 
cites laughter  sooner  than  a  matter  of  con- 
sequence, the  grand  vizier,  Mesrour,  and  all 
the  officers  of  the  palace  near  him,  had  like 
to  have  burst  into  laughter,  and  spoiled  all 
the  sport ;  but  they  contained  themselves, 
and  the  grand  vizier  was  obliged  at  last  to 
explain  to  him,  that  he  must  put  on  the 
drawers  ))efore  he  went  into  the  private 
closet. 

While  Abon  Hassan  was  there,  the  grand 


3/8 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


vizier  went  to  tlie  Ccalipli,  wlio  had  already- 
taken  another  station  to  observe  Abou  Has- 
san without  being  seen,  and  acquainted  him 
witli  what  had  passed,  which  the  cahph  en- 
joyed exceedingly. 

When  Abon  Hassan  came  out  of  the  closet, 
Mcsrour  went  before  him,  to  shew  him  the 
way  into  an  iimer  apartment,  where  there 
was  a  table  si)read;  several  eunuchs  ran  be- 
fore to  tell  the  musicians  that  the  sham 
caliph  was  coming,  who  immediately  began 
a  concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music, 
with  which  Abou  Hassan  was  so  charmed 
and  transported,  that  he  could  not  tell  what 
to  think  of  all  he  saw  and  heard.  "If  this 
is  a  dream,"  said  he,  "  it  is  a  long  one.  But 
certainly,"  continued  he,  "it  is  no  dream; 
for  I  can  see  and  feel,  walk  and  hear,  and 
argue  reasonably :  whatever  it  is,  I  trust  in 
God  ;  yet  I  cannot  believe  but  I  am  the  com- 
mander of  the  faithful,  for  no  other  person 
could  live  in  this  splendour.  The  honour 
and  respect  that  has  been  shewn  me,  and 
the  obedience  paid  to  my  commands,  are 
sufficient  proofs. 

In  short,  Abon  Hassan  took  it  for  granted 
that  he  was  caliph  and  the  commander  of 
the  faithful ;  and  was  fully  convinced  of  it, 
when  he  entered  that  magnificent  and  spa- 
cious hall,  which  Avas  finely  painted  with 
the  brightest  colours  intermixed  with  gold. 
Seven  bands  of  female  musicians,  more 
beautifid  than  the  others,  Avere  placed 
round  the  hall,  and  as  many  gold  branches 
hung  down  from  the  ceiling,  which  was 
painted  with  blue  and  gold,  intermixed  with 
wonderful  elFect.  In  the  middle  of  the  hall 
was  spread  a  table  covered  with  massy  gold 
jdates  and  dishes,  which  scented  the  haU 
Avith  the  spices  and  amber  Avherewith  the 
meat  was  seasoned;  and  seven  young  and 
most  beautiful  ladies,  dressed  in  the  richest 
habits  of  the  most  vivid  colours,  stood  round 
this  table,  each  with  a  fan  in  her  hand,  to 
fan  Abon  Hassan  when  at  dimier. 

If  ever  mortal  was  charmed,  Abon  Hassan 
was  when  he  entered  that  stately  hall.  At 
every  stejj  he  took,  he  could  not  help  stoii- 
ping  to  contemplate  at  leisure  all  the  won- 
ders that  regaled  his  eyes,  and  turned  first 
to  one  side,  and  then  again  on  the  other; 
which  gave  the  caliph,  who  viewed  him  with 
attention,  very  great  pleasure.  At  last,  he 
went  and  sat  down  at  the  taljle,  and  pre- 
sently, all  the  ladies  that  stood  by  it  began 
to  fan  the  new  caliph.  He  looked  first  at 
one,  and  then  at  another,  and  admired  the 
grace  Avith  Avhich  they  acquitted  themselves. 
He  told  them  with  a  graceful  smile,  that  he 
believed  one  of  them  Avas  enough  to  give 
him  all  the  air  he  Avanted,  and  Avould  have 
six  of  the  ladies  sit  at  table  with  him,  three 
on  his  right  hand,  and  three  on  his  left ;  and 
he  placed  them  at  it,  go  that,  as  the  table 
waa  round,  Avhich  Avay  soever  ho  turned. 


his  eyes  might  be  saluted  Avith  agreeable 
objects. 

The  six  ladies  obeyed,  and  sat  doAvn  at 
the  table  ;  and  Abon  Hassan,  taking  notice 
that  out  of  respect  they  did  not  eat,  helped 
them  himself,  and  invited  them  to  eat  in  the 
most  pressing  and  obliging  terms.  After- 
Avards,  he  asked  their  names,  Avhich  they 
told  him  Avere  Alabaster  Neck,  Coi-al  Lijis, 
Moon  Face,  Sunshine,  Eye's  Delight,  Heart's 
Delight,  and  she  who  fanned  him  was  Sugar- 
Cane.  The  many  soft  things  he  said  upon 
their  names  shcAved  him  to  be  a  man  of 
sprightly  Avit,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
how  very  much  it  increased  the  respect 
which  the  caliph  (who  saw  everything)  had 
already  conceived  for  him. 

When  the  ladies  saw  that  Abon  Hassan 
had  done  eating,  one  of  them  said  to  the 
eunuchs  Avho  Avaited,  "The  commander  of 
the  faithful  Avill  go  into  the  hall  where  the 
dessert  is — bring  some  water  ;"  upon  Avhich 
they  all  rose  from  the  table,  and  taking  from 
the  evinuch,  one  a  gold  basin,  another  a 
CAver  of  the  same  metal,  and  a  third  a  toAvel, 
kneeled  down  before  Abon  Hassan,  and  pre- 
sented them  to  him  to  Avash  his  hands,  Avho, 
as  soon  as  he  had  done,  got  iip,  and  after  a 
eunuch  had  opened  the  door,  Avent,  preceded 
by  Mesrour,  Avho  never  left  him,  into  an- 
other hall,  as  large  as  the  former,  adorned 
with  paintings  by  the  best  masters,  and  fur- 
nished with  gold  and  silver  vessels,  carpets, 
and  other  rich  furniture.  There,  seven 
chfFerent  bauds  of  music  began  a  concert  as 
soon  as  Abon  Hassan  a])peared.  In  this 
hall,  there  Avere  seven  other  large  lustres, 
and  a  table  in  the  middle,  covered  Avith 
dried  sweetmeats  and  the  choicest  and  most 
exquisite  fruits  of  the  season,  raised  in  pyra- 
mids, in  seven  gold  basins  ;  and  seven  ladies 
more  beautiful  than  the  others  standing 
round  it,  each  Avith  a  faa  in  her  hand. 

These  new  objects  raised  stdl  greater 
admiration  in  Abon  Hassan  than  before  ; 
Avho,  after  he  had  made  a  fidl  stop,  and 
given  the  most  sensible  marks  of  his  sixr- 
prise  and  astonishment,  Avent  directly  to  the 
table,  where  sitting  down,  he  gazed  a  con- 
siderable time  at  the  seven  ladies,  with  an 
embarrassment  that  i)lainly  shewed  he  knew 
not  which  to  give  the  jireference  to.  At 
last,  he  ordered  them  all  to  lay  aside  their 
fans  and  sit  doAvn,  and  cat  Avith  him,  telling 
them,  that  it  Avas  not  so  hot  but  he  could 
spare  them  that  trouble. 

When  the  ladies  Avere  all  placed  about 
him,  the  first  thing  he  did  Avas  to  ask  their 
names,  which  Averc  different  from  the  other 
seven,  and  expressed  some  perfection  of 
mind  or  body,  Avhich  distinguished  them 
from  one  another ;  upon  which  he  took  an 
opportunity,  when  he  presented  them  with 
fruit,  &c.,  to  say  something  smart.  "  Eafc 
this  fig  for  my  sake,"  said  ho  to  Chain  of 
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Hearts,  who  sat  on  his  right  hand;  "and 
render  the  fetters,  with  which  yon  loaded 
me  the  first  moment  I  saw  you,  more  sup- 
portable." Then  presenting  a  bunch  of 
grapes  to  Soul's  Torment,  "Take  this  clus- 
ter of  grapes,"  said  he,  "  on  condition  you 
instantly  abate  the  torments  whicli  I  suffer 
for  yom-  sake;"  and  so  on  to  the  rest. 
By  these  words  Abou  Hassan  more  and 
more  pleased  and  diverted  the  caliph,  who 
was  delighted  with  his  words  and  actions, 
and  pleased  to  think  he  had  found  in  him 
a  man  who  diverted  him  so  agreeably,  and 
suggested  to  him  a  method  of  being  better 
acquainted  with  him. 

After  Abon  Hassan  had  tasted  of  all  the 
fruits  in  the  basin,  he  got  up  and  followed 
Mesrour,  who  never  left  him,  into  a  thu-d 
hall,  much  more  magnificently  furnished 
than  the  other  two  ;  where  he  was  received 
by  the  same  number  of  musicians  and  ladies, 
who  stood  round  a  table  covered  with  all 
manner  of  wet  sweetmeats.  After  he  had 
looked  about  him  Avith  new  wonder,  he  ad- 
vanccil  to  the  table,  the  music  playing  aU 
the  time  till  he  sat  down.  The  seven  ladies, 
by  his  order,  sat  down  with  him,  and  as  he 
coidd  not  shew  them  the  same  civility  as  he 
had  done  to  the  rest,  they  helped  themselves, 
as  he  desired  them,  to  what  they  liked  best ; 
and  he  afterwards  informed  himself  of  their 
names,  which  pleased  him  as  much  as  the 
others  had  done,  and  led  him  to  say  as  many 
soft  things  to  them,  to  the  great  diversion 
of  the  caliph,  who  lost  not  a  word. 

By  this  time  the  day  beginning  to  close, 
Abon  Hassan  was  conducted  into  a  foiu'th 
hall,  mxich  more  superb  and  magnificently 
f  lu-nished,  lighted  with  wax  candles  in  seven 
great  gold  lustres,  which  gave  a  glorious 
light.  The  like  was  not  seen  in  the  other 
halls,  because  it  Avas  not  necessary.  Abon 
Hassan  found  the  same  number  of  musicians 
here  as  he  had  done  in  the  other  three  halls, 
performing  in  concert  in  the  most  lively 
manner,  and  seeming  to  inspire  greater  joy; 
and  he  saw  as  many  ladies  standing  round  a 
table  covered  with  seven  gold  basins  hlled 
with  cakes,  dried  sweetmeats,  and  all  such 
things  as  were  proper  to  promote  drinking. 
There  he  saw,  which  he  had  not  observed  in 
any  of  the  other  halls,  a  beaufet,  which  was 
set  out  with  seven  large  silver  flagons  full 
of  the  choicest  wines,  and  by  them  seven 
crystal  glasses  of  the  finest  workmanship. 

Hitherto  in  the  three  first  halls  Abon 
Hassan  drank  nothing  but  water,  according 
to  the  custom  observed  at  Bagdad,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  and  at  the  caliph's 
court,  never  to  drink  -wine  till  the  evening  ; 
all  who  transgi-ess  this  ride  being  accounted 
debauchees,  and  dare  not  shew  themselves 
in  the  day  time.  This  custom  is  the  more 
laudable,  tis  it  requires  a  clear  head  to  apply 
eo  business  in  the  course  of  the  day ;  and  as 


no  wine  is  drimk  till  evening,  no  drunken 
people  are  seen  in  the  streets  in  open  day 
making  disturbances  m  the  city. 

As  soon  as  Abon  Hassan  entered  the 
fourth  hall,  he  went  to  the  table  and  sat 
down,  and  was  a  long  time  in  a  kind  of 
ecstasy  at  the  sight  of  those  seven  ladies 
who  surrounded  liim,  and  were  much  more 
beautiful  than  all  he  beheld  in  the  other 
halls.  He  was  very  desirous  to  know  all 
their  names  ;  but  as  the  music  x>layed  then 
so  very  loud,  and  particularly  the  tambour, 
that  he  could  not  hear  them  speak,  he 
clapped  his  hands  as  a  sign  for  them  to 
leave  off  playing,  and  a  profoimd  silence  en- 
sued. Then  taking  by  the  hand  the  lady 
who  stood  on  the  right  next  to  him,  he 
made  her  sit  down  by  him,  and  presenting 
her  with  a  cake,  asked  her  name.  "  Com- 
mander of  the  faithful,"  said  the  lady,  "I 
am  called  Cluster  of  Pearls."  "No  name," 
re2)lied  Abon  Hassan,  "coidd  have  more  pro- 
perly expressed  your  worth ;  and  indeed  your 
teeth  exceed  the  finest  pearls.  Cluster  of 
Pearls,"  added  he,  "  since  that  is  your  name, 
oblige  me  with  a  glass  of  wine  from  your 
fair  hand,  and  take  another  with  me."  The 
lady  went  presently  to  the  beaufet  and 
brought  him  a  glass  of  wine,  which  she  pre- 
sented to  him  with  a  jjleasant  air.  Abou 
Hassan  took  the  glass  with  a  smile,  and 
looking  passionately  ujjon  her,  said,  "Cluster 
of  Pearls,  I  drink  your  health ;  I  desire  you 
to  fiU  out  as  much  for  yourself,  and  pledge 
me."  She  ran  to  the  beaufet,  and  retiu-ned 
with  a  glass  in  her  hand;  but  before  she 
drank,  she  sang  a  song,  which  charmed  him 
as  much  by  the  sweetness  of  her  voice  as  by 
its  novelty. 

After  Abon  Hassan  had  drunk,  he  made 
another  lady  sit  down,  and  presenting  her 
with  what  she  chose  in  the  basins,  asked 
her  name,  which  she  told  him  was  Morning 
Star.  "Your  bright  eyes,"  said  he,  "  shine 
T/ith  greater  lustre  than  that  star  whose 
name  you  bear.  Do  me  the  pleasure  to 
bring  me  some  wine  ; "  wliich  she  did  with 
the  best  grace  in  the  ■world.  Then  turning 
to  the  third  lady,  whose  name  was  Daylight, 
he  ordered  her  to  do  the  same,  and  so  on  to 
the  seventh,  to  the  extreme  satisfaction  of 
the  caliph. 

"When  they  had  all  filled  him  a  glass  roimd. 
Cluster  of  Pearls,  whom  he  had  just  ad- 
dressed, went  to  the  beaufet,  poured  out  a 
glass  of  wine,  and  initting  in  a  pinch  of  the 
same  powder  the  caliph  had  used  the  night 
before,  presented  it  to  Abon  Hassan  ;  "Com- 
mander of  the  faithful,"  said  she,  "  I  beg  of 
your  majesty  to  take  this  glass  of  wine,  and 
before  you  drink  it  off,  do  me  the  favour  to 
hear  a  song  I  have  made  to-day,  and  which 
T  flatter  myself  may  not  displease  you.  I 
never  sung  it  before  this  evening."  "With 
all  my  heart,"  said  Abou  Hassan,  taking  the 
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glass,  "  and  as  commander  of  the  faithful, 
[  command  you  to  sing  it ;  for  I  am  per- 
suaded that  so  beautiful  a  lady  as  yourself 
cannot  make  a  song  which  does  not  abouixl 
with  wit  and  pleasantry."  The  lady  toolc  a 
lute,  and  tuning  it  to  her  voice,  sang  with 
so  much  justness,  grace,  and  expression,  that 
Abon  Hassan  w  as  in  perfect  ecstasy  all  the 
time,  and  was  so  much  dehghted,  that  he 


ordered  her  to  sing  it  again,  and  was  as  much 
charmed  with  it  as  at  lirst. 

When  the  lady  had  done,  Abon  Hassan 
drank  off  his  glass,  and  turning  his  head  to- 
wards her,  to  give  her  those  praises  which 
he  thought  due  to  her,  was  i^revented  by  the 
powder,  which  operated  so  suddenly,  that 
his  mouth  w  as  wide  open,  and  his  eyes  close 
fthut      lud  dioppmg  his  head  on  the  table 


like  a  man  overcome  with  sleep,  he  slept  as 
profoundly  as  the  day  before  at  the  same 
time  the  calijjh  gave  him  the  powder.  One 
of  the  ladies  stood  ready  to  catch  the  glass, 
which  fell  out  of  his  hand;  and  then  the 
caliph,  who  took  a  greater  satisfaction  in  this 
scene  than  he  had  promised  himself,  and  was 
all  along  a  spectator  of  what  had  passed,  | 
came  into  the  haU  to  them,  overjoyed  at  the 
success  of  his  plan.  He  ordered  Abon  Has- 
san to  be  dressed  again  in  his  own  clothes, 
and  to  be  carried  back  again  to  his  own 
house  by  the  same  slave  that  brought  him, 
charging  him  to  lay  him  on  a  sofa  in  the 
same  room,  without  making  any  noise,  and 
to  leave  the  door  open  when  he  came  away. 

The  slave  took  Abon  Hassan  upon  his 
shoulders,  and  carried  him  home  by  a  back 
door  of  the  palace,  placed  him  in  his  own 
house  as  he  was  ordered,  and  returned  with 
speed,  to  acquaint  the  calij)!!  what  he  had 
done.  "Well,"  said  the  calijih,  "Abon 
Hassan  wished  only  to  be  caliph  for  one  day, 
to  punish  the  iman  of  the  mosque  of  his 
quarter,  and  the  four  scheiks  or  old  men  who 
Lad  displeased  him :  I  have  procured  him  the 
means  of  doing  this,  and  he  ought  to  be  con- 
tent." 

In  the  mean  time,  Abon  Hassan,  who  was 
laid  upon  his  sofa  by  the  slave,  slept  till  very 
late  the  next  morning.  When  the  powder 
was  worked  off,   Abon  Hassan  waked  and 


opened  his  eyes,  and  finding  liimself  at  home, 
was  in  the  utmost  suriu-isc.  "  Cluster  of 
Pearls !  Morning  Star !  Coral  Lips  !  Moon 
Face!"  cried  he,  calling  the  ladies  of  the 
palace  l)y  their  names,  as  he  remembered 
them;    "where  are  you?     Come  hither." 

Abon  Hassan  calletl  so  loud,  that  his  mo- 
ther, who  was  in  her  own  apartment,  heard, 
and  running  to  him  upon  the  noise  he  made, 
said,  "What  ails  you,  son?  what  has  hap- 
jiened  to  you?"  At  these  words  Abon  Has- 
san lifted  up  his  head,  and  looking  haughtily 
at  his  mother,  said,  "Good  woman!  Avho  is 
it  you  call  sou?"  "Why,  you,"  answered 
his  mother,  very  mildly ;  "  are  not  you  Abon 
Hassan,  my  son?  It  is  strange  that  you 
have  forgot  yourself  so  soon."  "  I  your 
son,  old  trull  ! "  replied  Abon  Hassan ;  "you 
are  a  liar,  and  know  not  what  you  say !  I 
am  not  Abon  Hassan,  I  tell  you,  but  the 
commander  of  the  faithful!" 

"  Hold  your  tongue,  son,"  answered  the 
mother ;  ' '  one  would  think  you  are  a  fool 
to  hear  you  talk  thus."  "  You  are  an  old 
fool  yourself,"  rejilied  Abon  Hassan;  "  I  tell 
you  once  more  I  am  the  commander  of  the 
faithful,  and  God's  vicar  on  earth!  "  "Ah  ! 
child,"  cried  the  mother,  "is  it  possible 
that  I  should  hear  you  utter  such  words 
that  shew  you  are  distracted !  What  evil 
genius  ])ossesses  you,  to  make  you  talk  at 
this  rate?     God  bless  you,  and  preserve  you 
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from  tlic  power  of  Satan.  You  are  my  son 
Abon  Hassan,  and  I  am  your  mother." 

After  slie  had  made  iise  of  all  the  argu- 
ments she  could  think  of  to  bring  him  to 
himself,  and  to  shew  how  groat  an  error  he 
was  in,  she  said,  "Do  not  you  see  that  the 
room  you  are  now  in  is  your  own,  and  is  not 
like  a  chamber  in  a  palace  lit  for  the  com- 
mander of  the  believers,  and  that  you  have 
never  left  it  since  you  w'as  born,  but  lived 
quietly  at  home  with  me?  Think  seriously 
of  what  I  say,  and  do  not  fancy  things  that 
are  not,  nor  ever  can  be.  Once  more,  my 
son,  think  seriously  of  it." 

Aboo  Hassan  heard  all  these  remonstran- 
ces of  his  mother  very  patiently,  holding 
down  his  eyes,  and  clajjping  his  hands  under 
his  chin,  like  a  man  recollecting  himself,  to 
examine  the  truth  of  what  he  saw  and  heard. 
At  last,  he  said  to  his  mother,  just  as  if  he 
was  come  out  of  a  deep  sleep,  and  with  his 
hand  in  the  same  jiosture,  "  I  believe  you 
are  right ;  methinks  I  am  Abon  Hassan,  you 
are  my  mother,  and  I  am  in  my  o\vnroom." 
Then  looking  at  her  again,  and  at  every  ob- 
ject before  him,  he  added,  "  I  am  Abon 
Hassan,  there  is  no  doubt  of  it,  and  I  can- 
not comjirehend  how  this  fancy  came  into 
my  head." 

The  mother  really  believed  that  her  son 
was  ciu-ed  oi  that  disorder  of  his  mind, 
which  she  ascribed  to  a  dream,  and  began 
to  laugh  with  him,  and  ask  him  questions 
about  this  dream  ;  when  all  on  a  sudden  he 
started  up,  and  looking  crossly  at  his  mo- 
ther, said,  "Old  sorceress,  you  know  not 
what  you  say.  1  am  not  your  son,  nor  you 
my  mother.  You  deceive  yourself,  and  would 
deceive  me.  I  tell  yoxi  I  am  the  commander 
of  the  faithful,  and  you  shall  never  persuade 
me  to  the  contrary!  "  "  For  Heaven's  sake, 
son,"  said  the  mother,  "  let  us  leave  ofl'  this 
discourse ;  recommend  yourself  to  God,  for 
fear  some  misfortune  shoidd  happen  to  us  ; 
let  us  talk  of  something  else.  I  will  tell 
you  what  happened  yesterday  in  our  quar- 
ter to  the  iman  of  the  mosque,  and  the  four 
scheiks  our  neighbours  ;  the  judge  of  the 
poUce  came  and  seized  them,  and  gave  each 
of  them  I  know  not  how  many  strokes  with 
a  bull's  pizzle,  while  a  crier  proclaimed, 
'  That  was  the  punishment  of  all  those  who 
troubled  themselves  about  other  peoide's 
business,  and  employed  themselves  in  setting 
their  neighbours  at  variance:'  he  afterwards 
led  them  through  all  the  streets,  and  ordered 
them  never  to  come  into  our  quarter  again." 
Abon  Hassan's  mother  little  thought  her  son 
had  any  share  in  this  adventure,  and  there- 
fore turned  the  discourse  on  purpose  to  put 
him  out  of  the  conceit  of  being  the  com- 
mander of  the  faithful;  but  instead  of  effac- 
ing that  idea,  she  rather  recalled  it,  and 
impressed  it  more  deeply  in  his  imagination 
that  it  was  not  imaginary,  but  real. 


Abon  Hassan  no  sooner  heard  this  rela- 
tion, but  he  cried  out,  "  I  am  neither  thy 
son,  nor  Abon  Hassan,  but  certainly  the 
commander  of  the  l^elievers.  I  cannot  doubt 
of  it  after  what  you  have  told  me.  Know 
then  that  it  was  by  my  order  that  the  iman 
and  the  four  scheiks  were  pimished;  and  I 
tell  you  I  am  certainly  the  commander  of  the 
faithful;  therefore  tell  me  no  more  of  its 
being  a  dream.  I  was  not  asleep,  but  as 
much  awake  as  I  am  now.  You  do  me  a 
pleasure  to  confirm  what  the  judge  of  the 
police  told  me  he  had  executed  punctually 
according  to  my  order;  and  I  am  overjoyed 
that  the  iman  and  the  four  scheiks,  those 
great  hypocrites,  were  so  chastised,  and  I 
should  bo  glad  to  know  how  T  came  here. 
God  be  praised  for  aU  things!  I  am  cer- 
tainly commander  of  the  faithful,  and  all  thy 
arguments  shall  not  convince  me  of  the  con- 
trary." 

The  mother,  who  could  not  divine  or  ima- 
gine whj' her  son  so  strenuously  and  jiositively 
maintained  himself  to  be  caliph,  never  dis- 
puted but  that  he  had  lost  his  senses,  when 
she  found  he  insisted  so  much  iipon  a  thing 
that  was  so  incredible  ;  and  in  this  thought, 
said,  "I  pray  God,  son,  to  have  mercy  upon 
you!  Pray  do  not  talk  so  madly.  Beseech 
God  to  forgive  you,  and  give  you  grace  to 
talk  more  reasonably.  What  woidd  the 
world  say  to  hear  you  rave  in  this  manner? 
Do  you  not  know  that  'walls  have  ears?'  " 

These  remonstrances  only  enraged  Abon 
Hassan  the  more ;  and  he  was  so  provoked 
at  his  .mother,  that  he  said,  "  Old  woman,  I 
have  bid  you  once  already  to  hold  your 
tongue.  If  you  do  not,  I  shall  rise  and  give 
you  cause  to  repent  it  all  your  lifetime.  I 
am  the  caliph  and  the  commander  of  the 
believers ;  and  you  ought  to  believe  me  when 
I  say  so." 

Then  the  good  woman  perceiving  that  he 
was  more  distracted  than  ever,  abandoned 
herself  to  tears,  and  beating  her  face  and 
breast,  expressed  the  utmost  grief  and  asto- 
nishment to  see  her  son  in  that  terrible 
state.  Abon  Hassan,  instead  of  being  ap- 
])eased,  and  being  moved  by  his  mother's 
tears,  on  the  contrary  lost  all  the  respect 
due  from  a  son  to  his  mother,  and  getth)g 
lip  hastily,  and  laying  hold  of  a  cane,  ran  to 
his  mother  in  great  fury,  and,  in  a  threaten- 
ing manner,  that  would  have  frightened 
every  one  but  a  mother  so  partial  to  him, 
said,  "  Tell  me  ])resently,  wicked  woman, 
who  I  am?"  "  I  do  not  believe,  son,"  re- 
plied she,  looking  at  him  tenderly,  and  void 
of  fear,  "  that  you  are  so  abandoned  by 
God  as  not  to  know  your  mother,  who 
brought  you  into  the  world,  and  to  mistake 
yourself.  You  are  indeed  my  son  Abon 
Hassan,  and  are  very  nnich  in  the  wrong  to 
arrogate  to  yourself  the  title  which  belongs 
only  to  our  sovereign  lord  the  caliph  Harouu   j 
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Alrascliid,  after  the  noble  aud  generous  jire- 
sent  the  monarch  made  us  yesterday.  In 
short,  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  the  grand 
vizier  Giafar  came  to  me  yesterday,  and  put- 
ting a  iiurse  of  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  into 
my  hands,  l)id  me  pray  for  the  commander 
of  the  faithful,  who  made  me  that  present ; 
and  does  not  this  liberality  concern  you 
more  than  me,  who  have  but  a  short  time 
to  live?" 

At  these  words  Abon  Hassan  grew  quite 
mad.  The  circumstance  of  the  caliph's 
liberality  his  mother  told  him  of,  persuaded 
him  more  than  ever  that  he  was  calii^h,  re- 
membering that  he  had  sent  the  vizier. 
' '  Well,  old  hag, "  cried  he,  ' '  will  you  be  con- 
vinced when  I  tell  you  I  sent  you  those 
thousand  pieces  of  gold  by  my  grand  vizier 
Giafar,  who  obeyed  my  commands,  as  I  was 
commander  of  the  faithful?  But  instead  of 
believing  me,  you  endeavour  to  distract  me 
by  your  contradictions,  and  maintain  with 
obstinacy  that  I  am  your  son ;  biit  you  shall 
not  go  long  impunished."  After  these  word?, 
he  was  so  unnatural,  in  the  height  of  his 
frenzy,  as  to  beat  her  cruelly  with  his  cane. 

The  poor  mother,  who  could  not  have 
thought  that  her  son  would  have  come  so 
soon  from  words  to  blows,  called  out  for  help 
so  loud,  that  the  neighbours  ran  in  to  her 
assistance.  Abon  Hassan  continued  to  beat 
her,  at  eveiy  stroke  asking  her  if  he  was  the 
commander  of  the  faithful?  To  which  she 
alvvivys  answered  tenderly,  that  he  was  her 
son. 

By  that  time  the  neighbours  came  in, 
Abon  Hassan's  rage  began  to  abate.  The 
first  who  entered  the  room  got  between  him 
and  his  mother,  and  taking  the  cane  out  of 
his  hand,  said  to  him,  "  What  are  you  doing, 
Abon  Hassan?  Have  you  lost  all  fear  of  God, 
and  your  reason?  Did  ever  a  son  so  well 
brought  up  as  you  dare  to  strike  his  mo- 
ther? Are  you  not  ashamed  so  to  treat 
yours,  who  loves  you  so  tenderly?"  Abon 
Hassan,  still  full  of  fury,  looked  at  him  that 
spoke  without  returning  an  answer;  and 
then,  staring  on  all  the  rest  of  his  neigh- 
bours that  followed  him,  said,  "  Who  is 
that  Abon  Hassan  you  speak  of?  Is  it  me 
you  call  by  that  name?" 

This  question  disconcerted  the  neighl^oiu's 
a  little.  "How  !  "  said  he  who  spoke  first, 
"  do  not  you  know  your  mother,  who  brought 
you  up,  and  with  whom  you  have  always 
lived  ? "  "Begone,  you  are  impertinent  peo- 
ple," rei)lied  Abon  Hassan;  "  I  neither  know 
her  nor  you,  and  will  not  know  her.  I  am  not 
Abon  Hassan  ;  I  am  the  commander  of  the 
faithf id,  and  wlU  make  yoU  know  it  to  your 
cost." 

At  this  discourse  the  neighbours  no  longer 
doubted  that  he  was  mad;  and,  to  prevent 
his  being  guilty  of  the  like  actions,  seized 
him,    notwithstanding   his    resistance,    and 


boimd  him  hand  and  foot.  But  though 
apparently  disabled  from  doing  any  mis- 
chief, they  did  not  choose  to  leave  him 
alone  with  his  mother.  Two  of  them  ran 
for  the  keeper  of  the  hospital  for  mad  folks, 
who  came  presently  with  chains,  handcuQs, 
a  bull's  pizzle,  and  a  great  many  attendants. 
When  they  entered  the  room,  Abon  Hassan, 
who  little  exi)ected  such  treatment,  strug- 
gled to  unloose  himself  ;  but  after  his  keeper 
had  given  him  two  or  three  smart  strokes 
upon  the  shoulders  with  the  buU's  pizzle, 
he  lay  so  quiet,  that  the  keeper  and  his 
people  did  what  they  would  with  him.  As 
soon  as  they  had  bound  and  manacled  him, 
they  took  him  with  them  to  the  hospital. 
When  he  was  got  out  of  his  house  into  the 
street,  the  people  crowded  round  him  ;  one 
bufi'eted  him,  another  boxed  him,  and  others 
called  him  fool  and  madman.  To  all  this 
treatment  he  replied,  "There  is  no  greatness 
and  power  but  in  God  most  high  and 
almighty.  I  am  treated  as  a  fool,  though  I 
am  in  my  right  senses.  I  suffer  all  these  in- 
juries and  indignities  for  the  love  of  God." 
He  was  conducted  to  the  hospital,  where  he 
was  lodged  in  an  ii-on  cage  ;  but  before  he 
was  shut  up,  the  keej^er,  who  was  hardened 
to  such  terrible  execution,  regaled  him 
without  pity  with  fifty  strokes  of  the  bull's 
pizzle  on  his  shoulders,  which  he  repeated 
every  day  for  three  weeks,  bidding  him 
remember  that  he  was  not  the  commander 
of  the  faithful.  "I  am  not  mad;  but  if  I 
did  want  your  assistance,  nothing  would 
so  elTectually  make  me  mad,  as  your  cruel 
treatment  of  me.  I  want  not  yoiu-  advice," 
said  Abon  Hassan. 

Abon  Hassan's  mother  went  every  day  to 
see  her  son,  and  could  not  forbear  crying  to 
see  him  fall  away  daily,  and  to  hear  him 
sigh  and  complain  at  the  hardships  he 
endured.  In  short,  his  shoulders,  back,  and 
sides,  were  so  black  and  bruised,  that  he 
could  not  turn  himself.  His  mother  would 
willingly  have  talked  with  him,  to  comfort 
him,  and  to  soimd  him  whether  he  still 
retained  the  notion  of  being  caliph ;  but 
whenever  she  ojiened  her  mouth,  he  .stopped 
her  with  so  much  fury,  tliat  she  was  forced 
to  leave  him,  and  retm-n  home  inconsolable 
at  his  obstinacy. 

By  degrees  those  strong  and  lively  ideas 
which  Abon  Hassan  entertained,  of  having 
been  clothed  in  the  caliph's  habit,  and 
having  exercised  his  authority,  and  been 
Ijunctually  obeyed  and  treated  like  the  true 
caliph,  and  which  persuaded  him  when  he 
awaked  that  he  was  so,  all  began  to  wear 
away  insensibly.  Sometimes  he  would  say 
to  himself,  "  If  I  was  the  caliph  and  com- 
mander of  the  believers,  how  came  I,  when 
T  awaked,  to  lind  myself  at  home,  dressed  in 
my  owji  apparel  ?  Why  should  I  net  have 
been  attended  by  eunuchs,  and  their  chief, 
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ami  ;i  crowd  of  beautiful  ladies?  Why 
slioukl  my  grand  vizier  Giafar,  and  all  tliose 
emirs  and  governors  of  provinces,  who  pros- 
trjvted  themselves  at  my  feet,  forsake  me  ? 
Undoubtedly,  if  T  hail  any  authority  over 
them,  they  would  have  delivered  me  long 
ago  out  of  this  miserable  condition  I.  am  in  ; 
certainly  I  ought  to  look  upon  all  as  a 
dream.  It  is  true  1  commanded  the  j  udge 
of  the  police  to  ])unish  the  iman,  and  the 
four  old  men  his  companions  ;  I  ordered 
Giafar  the  grand  vizier  to  carry  my  mother 
a,  thousand  pieces  of  gold  ;  and  aU  my  com- 
mands were  executed.  All  these  things  are 
obstacles  to  my  believing  it  a  di-eam,  and  I 
cannot  comprehend  it ;  but  there  are  so  many 
things  that  I  cannot  comprehend,  nor  ever 
shall,  that  I  will  put  my  trust  in  God,  who 
knows  all  things." 

Abon  Hassan  was  taken  up  with  these 
thoughts  and  reflections  when  his  mother 
came  to  see  him.  She  found  him  so  much 
altered  and  emaciated,  that  she  let  fall  a 
torrent  of  tears  ;  in  the  midst  of  which  she 
saluted  him  as  she  used  to  do,  and  he  re- 
turned her  salute,  which  he  had  never  done 
before,  since  he  had  been  in  the  hospital. 
This  she  looked  ii^jon  to  be  a  good  sign. 
"Well,  my  sou,"  said  she,  wiping  her  tears, 
"  how  do  you  do,  and  how  do  you  find 
yourself?  Have  you  renounced  all  those 
whims  and  fancies  which  the  devil  had  put 
into  your  head?"  "Indeed,  mother,"  re- 
XJlied  Abon  Hassan,  very  rationally  and 
calmly,  and  in  a  tone  expressive  of  his  grief 
for  the  excesses  he  had  been  transported  to 
against  her,  "  I  acknowledge  my  error,  and 
beg  of  you  to  forgive  the  execrable  crime 
which  I  have  been  guilty  of  towards  you, 
and  which  I  detest.  I  ask  pardon  also  of 
my  neighboiirs  that  I  have  abused.  I  have 
been  deceived  by  a  dream  ;  but  by  so  extra- 
ordinary a  one,  and  so  like  to  truth,  that  I 
venture  to  affirm  any  other  person,  to  whom 
such  a  thing  might  have  hai^pened,  would 
have  been  guilty  of  as  great  or  greater  ex- 
travagances ;  and  I  am  this  instant  so  much 
perplexed  about  it,  that  while  I  am  speaking 
I  can  hardly  persuade  myself  but  that  what 
has  happened  to  me  was  a  matter  of  fact,  so 
like  was  it  to  what  hajipens  to  jieople  who 
are  broad  awake.  But  whatever  it  was,  I 
do  and  shall  always  look  upon  it  as  a  dream 
and  an  illusion.  I  am  convinced  that  I  am 
not  that  shadow  of  a  caliph  and  commander 
of  the  faithful,  but  Abon  Hassan  your  son, 
the  son  of  a  person  whom  I  have  always 
honoured  till  that  fatal  day,  the  remem- 
brance of  which  will  cover  me  with  confu- 
sion, and  whom  I  shall  honour  and  respect 
all  my  life  as  I  ought." 

At  these  sensible  words,  the  tears  of  sor- 
row and  affliction  which  the  mother  of  Al)on 
Hsissan  had  so  long  shed  were  changed  into 
those  of  joy,  to  find  her  sou  so  well  reco- 


vered. "My  son!"  cried  she,  transported 
with  pleasure,  "  my  satisfaction  and  com- 
fort to  hear  you  talk  so  reasonably  is  inex- 
pi-essible  ;  and  it  gives  me  as  much  joy  as  if 
I  had  brouglit  you  into  the  world  a  second 
time  ;  but  1  miist  tell  you  my  opinion  upon 
this  adventure,  and  observe  one  thing  which 
you  may  not  have  taken  notice  of :  the 
stranger  that  you  brought  home  with  you 
one  evening  to  sup  with  you,  went  away 
without  shutting  your  chaml)er-(lo(ir  after 
him,  as  you  desired  him ;  which  I  believe 
gave  the  devil  an  opportunity  to  enter,  and 
throw  you  into  that  horrible  illusion  you 
were  in  :  and,  therefore,  my  son,  you  ought 
to  return  God  thanks  for  your  deliverance, 
and  beseech  Him  to  keep  you  from  falling 
again  into  the  snares  of  the  evil  spirit." 

"You  have  found  out  the  source  of  my 
misfortunes,"  answered  Abon  Hassan.  "  It 
was  that  very  night  I  had  this  dream  which 
turned  my  brain.  I  bid  the  merchant  ex- 
pressly to  shut  the  door  after  him ;  and  now 
I  find  he  did  not  do  it.  I  am  persuaded,  as 
well  as  you,  the  devil,  finding  it  open,  came 
in,  and  filled  my  head  full  of  these  fancies. 
The  people  of  Mousse],  from  whence  this 
merchant  came,  may  not  know  how  we  at 
Bagdad  are  well  convinced  that  the  devil  is 
the  cause  of  troublesome  dreams  when  we 
leave  our  chamber-doors  open.  But  since, 
mother,  you  see  I  am,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
so  well  recovered,  for  God's  sake  get  me  out 
of  this  hellish  place,  and  deliver  me  from  the 
hand  of  this  executioner,  who  wiU  infallibly 
sliorten  my  days  if  I  stay  here  any  longer." 
The  mother,  glad  to  hear  her  son  was  so 
well  cured  of  his  foolish  imagination  of  be- 
ing caliph,  went  immediately  to  the  keejier, 
and  assuring  him  that  he  was  very  sensible 
and  well,  he  came  and  examined  him,  and 
released  him  in  her  presence. 

When  Abon  Hassan  came  home,  he  staid 
within  doors  some  days,  to  recover  his  health 
by  better  living  than  he  had  found  in  the 
hospital.  But  when  he  had  recovered  his 
strength,  and  felt  no  more  efleet  of  the 
harsh  treatment  he  had  suffered  in  his  con- 
finement, he  began  to  be  weary  of  spending 
his  evenings  alone.  He  presently  entered 
again  upon  the  same  way  of  living  as  before  ; 
which  was,  to  provide  enough  every  day  to 
regale  a  new  stranger  at  night. 

The  day  on  which  Abon  Hassan  renewed 
his  custom  of  going  about  sunset  to  the  foot 
of  Bagdad  bridge  to  stop  the  first  stranger 
that  offered,  and  desire  him  to  do  him  the 
honom-  of  supping  with  him,  happened  to 
be  the  first  day  of  the  month,  which  was  the 
day  that  the  caliph  always  set  apart  to  go 
in  disguise  out  of  some  of  the  city  gates  to 
observe  with  his  own  eyes  what  was  com- 
mitted contrary  to  the  good  government  of 
the  city,  as  he  had  established  and  regulated 
it  at  the  beginning  of  hia  reign.     He  had  not 


3S4 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINHENTS. 


been  long  arrived  at  the  bridge,  and  sat  him 
self  on  a  bench  which  was  fixed  to  the  para- 
liet,  when,  looking  about  him,  he  perceived 
the  cali])h  disguised  again  like  a  Moussel 
merchant,  and  followed  by  the  same  slave. 
Persuaded  that  all  his  misfortunes  were  ow- 
ing to  the  caliph's  (whom  he  took  for  a  mer- 
chant) leaving  his  door  open,  he  shuddered 
at  the  sight  of  him.  "  God  preserve  me  !  " 
said  he  to  himself ;  "if  I  am  not  deceived, 
there  is  the  magician  again  that  enchanted 
me  !  "  and  thereupon  he  got  up,  and  looked 
over  the  parapet  into  the  river,  that  he  might 
not  see  him  till  he  was  past. 

The  caliph,  who  had  a  mind  to  carry  on 
the  diversion  he  had  received  by  Abon  Has- 
san, had  taken  care  to  inform  himself  of 
all  that  had  happened  when  Abon  Hassan 
awaked  at  home,  and  conceived  a  great  plea- 
sure at  the  relation  given  him,  especially  at 
his  being  sent  to  a  madhouse,  and  the  treat- 
ment he  received  there.  But  as  this  mo- 
narch was  both  just  and  generous,  and  had 
taken  a  great  liking  to  Abon  Hassan,  as  ca- 
pable of  contributing  further  to  his  amuse- 
ment, and  had  doubted  whether',  after  re- 
nouncing his  pretended  character  of  a  caliph, 
hewoiild  return  to  his  usual  manner  of  hviug, 
he  designed,  with  a  view  to  get  him  nearer 
him,  to  dress  himself  again  like  a  raerchaut 
of  Moussel,  the  better  to  execute  his  plan. 
He  perceived  Abon  Hassan  at  the  same  time 
that  he  saw  him,  and  presently  guessed  by 
his  action  that  he  was  angry  with  him,  and 
wanted  to  shun  him.  This  made  him  walk 
close  to  the  parapet  Abon  Hassan  leaned 
over  ;  and  when  he  came  nigh  him,  he  put 
his  head  over  to  look  him  in  the  face.  "Ho, 
brother  Abon  Hassan,"  said  he  "is  it  you? 
I  greet  you  !  Give  me  leave  to  embrace 
you?"  "Not  I,"  replied  Abon  Hassan, 
briskly,  without  looking  at  the  pretended 
Moussel  merchant;  "  I  do  not  greet  you  ;  I 
will  have  neither  your  greeting  nor  your 
embraces.     Go  along!" 

"What !  "  answered  the  calij^h,  "do  you 
not  know  me  ?  Do  you  not  remember  the 
evening  we  spent  together  at  your  house 
this  day  month,  where  you  did  me  the  hon- 
our to  treat  me  very  generously  ?  "  "No," 
rejjlied  Abon  Hassan  in  the  same  tone,  "  I 
do  not  know  you,  nor  what  you  talk  about; 
go,  I  say  again,  about  your  business." 

The  caliph  was  not  to  be  dashed  with  this 
rude  behaviour  of  Abon  Hassan.  He  knew 
very  well  the  law  he  had  imposed  on  him- 
self, never  to  have  any  commerce  again  with 
a  stranger  he  had  once  entertained  ;  but 
though  Abon  Hassan  had  declared  so  much 
to  him,  he  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of  it. 
"  I  cannot  believe,"  said  he,  "  but  you  must 
know  me  again  ;  it  is  not  jiossible  that  you 
should  have  forgotten  me  in  so  short  a  time. 
Certainly  some  misfortune  has  befallen  you, 
which  inspires  you    Avith  this  aversion  for 


me.  However,  you  ought  to  remember,  that 
I  shew  my  gratitude  by  my  good  wishes,  and 
that  I  offered  you  my  interest,  wliich  is  not 
to  be  slighted,  in  an  affair  which  you  had 
very  much  ac  heart." 

"I  do  not  know,"  replied  Abon  Hassan, 
"  what  your  interest  may  be,  and  I  have  no 
desire  to  make  use  of  it ;  but  I  am  sensible 
the  utmost  of  your  good  wishes  ended  iu 
making  me  mad.  In  God's  name,  I  say, 
once  more,  go  your  way,  and  trouble  me  no 
more. " 

"  Ah  !  brother  Abon  Hassan,"  replied  the 
caliph,  embracing  him,  "I  do  not  intend  to 
part  with  you  iu  this  manner;  since  I  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  you  a 
second  time,  you  must  exercise  the  same 
hospitality  towards  mo  again,  that  you 
shewed  me  a  month  ago,  when  I  had  the 
honour  to  drink  Avith  you. " 

"  I  have  in-otested  against  it,"  said  Aboa 
Hassan,  "  and  have  so  much  power  over  my- 
self, not  to  receive  a  second  time  such  an 
unlucky  man  as  you.  You  know  the  pro- 
verb, '  Take  up  your  drum  and  begone.' 
]\Iake  the  application  to  yourself.  How 
often  must  I  repeat  it  ?  God  be  with  you  ! 
You  have  been  the  cause  of  my  misfortvme, 
and  I  will  not  venture  myself  with  you 
again."  "My  good  friend  Abon  Hassan,"  said 
the  caliph,  embracing  him  again,  ' '  you  treat 
me  in  a  way  I  little  ex])ected.  I  beg  of  you 
not  to  talk  to  me  in  this  harsh  maimer,  but 
be  jiersiiaded  of  my  friendship.  Do  me  the 
favour  to  tell  me  what  has  happened  to  you ; 
for  I  assure  you,  I  wished  you  well,  and  still 
do  so  ;  and  would  be  glad  of  an  opportunity 
to  make  you  any  amends  for  the  trouble  I 
have  caused  you,  if  it  has  been  really  my 
fault."  Abon  Hassan  yielded  to  the  press- 
ing instances  of  the  calijjh,  and  bid  him  sit 
down  l)y  him.  "  Your  incredulity  and  im- 
liortunity,"  said  he,  "have  tired  my  pa- 
tience ;  and  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you  will 
shew  you  that  I  do  not  accuse  you  wrong- 
fully." 

The  caliph  sat  down  by  Abon  Hassan, 
while  he  told  him  all  that  had  happened  to 
him,  from  his  waking  in  the  palace  to  his 
waking  again  in  his  own  house,  all  as  a  mere 
dream,  with  all  the  circumstances  which  the 
caliph  knew  as  well  as  himself,  and  which 
renewed  his  ])Ieasure.  He  enlarged  after- 
wards upon  the  impression  that  dream  of 
being  caliph  and  commander  of  the  faithful 
made  iqron  him,  which,  he  said,  threw  him 
into  such  extravagances,  that  his  neighbours 
were  obliged  to  bind  him  as  a  madman,  and 
carry  him  to  a  madhouse,  where  he  was 
treated  in  a  way  that  must  seem  very  bar- 
barous. "But,"  said  he,  "  what  will  sur- 
prise you,  and  what  you  little  think  of,  is, 
that  it  was  altogether  your  fault  that  these 
things  fell  out ;  for,  if  you  remember,  I  de- 
sired you  to  shut  the  door  after  you,  which 
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yoii  neglected,  and  the  deviJ,  lindiny  it  open, 
jiut  this  dream  into  my  head,  which,  though 
it  was  veiy  agreeable,  was  the  cause  of  the 
misfortune  I  comidain  of  :  you,  therefore, 
for  your  negligence,  are  answerahle  for  the 
horrid  and  detestable  crime  I  was  guilty  of 
iii  lifting  my  hand  against  my  mother,  whom 
I  might  have  killed,  and  committed  parri- 
cide, (I  blush  for  shame  when  I  think  of  it,) 
only  because  she  said  I  was  her  son,  and  she 
would  not  acknowledge  me  for  the  com- 
mander of  the  faithful,  as  I  thought,  and 
positively  insisted  on  to  her  that  I  was. 
You  are  the  cause  of  the  offence  I  have 
given  my  neighbours,  when,  running  in  at 
the  cries  of  my  poor  mother,  they  surprised 
me  bent  on  knocking  her  down ;  which 
would  never  have  hajipcned,  if  you  had 
taken  care  to  shut  mj'  chamber  door  when 
you  went  away,  as  I  desired  you.  They 
woidd  not  have  come  into  my  house  without 
mj'  leave ;  and,  what  troubles  me  most  of 
all,  they  woidd  not  have  been  witnesses  of 
my  folly.  I  should  not  have  been  obliged 
to  strike  them  in  my  own  defence,  and  they 
would  not  have  bound  and  fettered  me  to 
carry  me  and  shut  me  up  in  the  hospital  for 
madmen,  where  T  assure  you  every  day  that 
I  remained  confined  in  that  hell,  I  received 
a  score  of  strokes  with  a  bull's  pizzle."  Abon 
Hassan  recounted  his  complaints  with  gi-eat 
heat  and  vehemence  to  the  caliph,  who 
knew  better  than  he  what  had  passed,  and 
was  delighted  to  find  that  he  had  succeeded 
so  well  in  his  plan  to  throw  him  into  the  va- 
garies he  still  was  in.  He  could  not  help 
bursting  out  a-laughing  at  the  simplicity 
wherewith  he  related  them. 

Abon  Hassan,  who  thought  that  his  story 
shoidd  rather  move  comjiassion,  and  that 
every  one  ought  to  be  as  much  concerned 
at  it  as  himself,  very  much  resented  the 
pretended  Moussel  merchant's  laughter : 
"What  !"  said  he,  "  do  you  make  a  jest  of 
me,  and  laugh  in  my  face,  or  do  you  believe 
I  laugh  at  you  when  I  speak  seriously  ?  If 
you  want  proof  of  what  I  advance,  look  here 
yourself,  and  see  whether  or  no  I  tell  you 
the  truth  : "  with  that,  stooping  down  and 
baring  his  shoulders,  he  shewed  the  caliph 
his  scars  and  weals  the  bull's  pizzle  had 
made. 

The  caliph  could  not  behold  those  objects 
without  horror.  He  pitied  poor  Abon  Has- 
san, and  was  sorry  he  had  carried  the  jest 
so  far.  "  Come,  rise,  dear  brother,"  said  he 
to  him  very  seriously,  and  embracing  Abon 
Hassan  heartily  in  his  arms;  "let  us  go  to 
your  house,  and  enjoy  the  happiness  of  be- 
ing merry  -with  you  to-night ;  and  to-mor- 
row, if  it  please  God,  all  things  wiU  go 
well." 

Abon  Hassan,  notwithstanding  his  reso- 
lution and  oath  never  to  admit  the  same 
stranger  a  second  time,  could  not  resist  the 


caresses  of  the  cali2)h,  whom  he  always  took 
for  a  merchant  of  Moussel.  "I  will  con- 
sent," said  he,  "if  you  will  swear  to  shut 
my  door  after  you,  that  the  devd  may  not 
come  in  to  distract  my  brain  again."  The 
caliph  promised  that  he  would  ;  upon  which 
they  both  got  up,  walked  towards  the  city, 
and,  followed  by  the  caliph's  slave,  reached 
Abon  Hassan's  house  by  the  time  it  was 
dark. 

The  caliph,  the  more  to  engage  Abon 
Hassan,  said  to  him,  ' '  Place  a  confidence  in 
me  ;  I  promise  you  on  my  honour  I  will  nc* 
break  my  word.  After  this,  you  need  not 
hesitate  to  trust  in  a  person  like  me,  who 
wishes  you  all  happiness  and  ])rosperit3'^,  of 
which  you  will  see  the  effects."  "1  desire 
not  that,"  said  Abon  Hassan,  stopping  him 
short.  "I  yield  to  your  importunity ;  but 
I  dispense  with  your  good  wishes,  and  beg 
you  in  God's  name  to  form  none  for  me. 
All  the  mischief  that  has  hitherto  befallen 
me  arose  purely  from  those  you  already  ex- 
pressed for  me,  and  from  your  leaving  the 
door  open."  "Well,"  replied  the  caliph, 
still  laughing  at  the  misguided  imagination 
of  Abon  Hassan,  "  since  you  will  have  it  so, 
ije  it  so;  I  promise  you  I  will  form  none.' 
"  You  do  me  pleasure  by  speaking  so,"  said 
Abon  Hassan  ;  "I  desire  no  more;  I  shall 
be  more  than  satisfied  provided  you  keep 
your  word,  and  I  shall  forgive  you  all  the 
rest." 

As  soon  as  Abon  Hassan  entered  the 
doors,  he  called  for  his  mother  and  for  can- 
dles, and  desired  his  guest  to  sit  down  upon 
a  sofa,  and  then  placed  himself  by  him.  A 
little  time  after,  supper  was  brought  iip,  aud 
they  both  fell  to  without  ceremony.  When 
they  had  done,  Abon  Hassan's  mother  clear- 
ed the  table,  set  on  a  small  dessert  of  fruit, 
wuie  and  glasses  by  her  son,  aud  withdrew, 
and  appeared  no  more.  Abon  Hassan  first 
tilled  his  own  glass,  and  then  the  caliph's  ; 
and  after  they  had  drimk  some  time,  aud 
talked  of  indifferent  matters,  the  calijfh  per- 
ceiving that  his  host  grew  warm  with  liquor, 
began  to  talk  of  love,  and  asked  him  if  he 
had  ever  felt  that  passion. 

"Brother,"  replied  Abon  Hassan,  famili- 
arly, thinking  his  guest  was  his  equal,  "  I 
never  looked  upon  love  or  marriage  but  as  a 
slavery,  to  which  I  was  always  unwilling  to 
submit ;  and  must  own  to  you,  that  I  never 
loved  anything  but  good  cheer  and  good 
wine  ;  in  short,  to  divert  and  entertain  my- 
self agreeably  with  my  friends.  Yet  I  do 
not  tell  you  that  I  am  so  indifferent  to  mar- 
riage or  incapable  of  attachment,  if  I  could 
meet  with  a  woman  of  such  beauty  and  sweet- 
ness of  temper  as  her  I  saw  in  my  dream  on 
that  fatal  night  I  first  received  you  into  my 
house,  and  you,  to  my  misfortune,  left  my 
door  open,  who  would  pass  the  whole  night 
with  me  drinking,  singing,  and  playing  on 
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8ome  iustriiment,  and  in  agreeable  conver- 
sation, and  who  woidd  study  to  please  and 
divert  me  :  I   believe,    on '  the    contrary,    I 
should  change  all  my  indilTerence  into  a  per- 
fect attachment  to   such   a  person,   and,    I 
think,  should  live  very  happily   with  her. 
But  where  is  such  a  woman  to  be  found  but 
in  the  caliph's  palace,  ov  in  those  of  the 
1  grand  vizier  or  some  great  lords  of  the  court, 
■who  waut  no  money  to  provide  them  ?     I 
I  choose  therefore  to  stick  close  to  my  bottle, 
I  which  is  a  much  cheaper  pleasure,  and  which 
!  I  can  enjoy  as  well  as  they."     Saying  these 
:  words  he  tilled  out  his  own  and  the  caliph's 
I  glass,  and  said,  "  Come,  take  your  glass,  and 
let  us  i)ursue  this  charming  pleasure." 

When  they  had  drunk  otf  their  wine,  "  It 
is  great  pity,"  said  the  caliph,  "  that  so  gal- 
lant a  man  as  you,  who  owns  himself  not 
insensible  of  love,  shoidd  lead  so  solitary  a 
life."  "I  prefer  the  easy  quiet  life  I  live," 
replied  Abon  Hassan,  "before  the  company 
of  a  wife,  whose  beauty  might  not  please  me, 
and  who,  besides,  might  create  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  by  her  imperfections  and  iU- 
humoui-."  The  conversation  lasted  a  long 
time,  and  the  caliph  seeing  Abon  Hassan 
had  drunk  uj)  to  the  pitch  he  desired,  said, 
"  Let  me  alone,  since  you  have  the  same 
good  taste  as  every  other  honest  man,  T 
warrant  yoii  I  will  find  you  one  that  shall 
please  you. "  Then  taking  Abon  Hassan's 
glass,  and  putting  a  pinch  of  the  same  pow- 
der into  it  again,  tilled  him  iip  a  bumper, 
and  p-esenting  it  to  him,  said,  "  Come  let 
us  drink  beforehand  the  fair  lady's  health, 
who  is  to  make  you  happy.  I  am  sure  you 
will  like  her. " 

Abou  Hassan  took  the  glass  laughing,  and 
shaking  his   head,   said,    "Be  it  so ;  since 
you  desire  it,  I  cannot  be  guilty  of  so  great 
a  piece  of  incivility,  nor  disoblige  a  guest  of 
so  much  merit  in  such  a  trifling  matter.     I 
will  drink  the  lady's  health  you  jiromise  me, 
though  I  am  very  well  contented  as  I  am, 
and  do  not  rely  on  your  promise."     But  no 
sooner  had  Abon  Hassan  drunk  off  his  bum- 
per, than  he  was  seized  with  as  deep  a  sleep 
as  before,  and  the  caliph  ordered  the  same 
I   slave  to  take   him    and   carry  him  to  the 
I  palace.      The  slave  did  so,  and  the   caliph, 
1  who  did  not  intend  to  send  back  Abon  Has- 
I   san  as  before,  shut  the  door  after  him,  as  he 
had  promised  them,  and  followed  him. 
AVhen   they  arrived    at    the    palace,   the 
1   caliph  ordered  Abon  Hassan  to  be  laid  on  a 
j   sofa,  in  the  fourth  hall,  from  whence  he  was 
,   carried  home  fast  asleep  a  month  before; 
i   l>ut  first  he  bade  them  put  him  on  the  same 
habit  which  he  acted  the  caliph  in,  which 
was  done  forthwith  before  him.     He  then 
sent  everybody  to  bed,  and  charged  all  the 
eunuchs,  officers,  ladies,  and  musicians  who 
were  in  the  hall  when  he  tlrank  the  last 
C'bss  of  wine  which  had  put  liim  to  sleep, 


to  be  there  by  day-break,  and  to  take  care 
to  act  their  parts  well  when  he  shoidd  awake. 
He  then  went  to  bed,  charging  ^Slesrour  to 
awake  him  before  they  went  into  the  hall, 
that  he  might  conceal  himself  in  the  closet 
as  before. 

Mesrour,  jit  the  hour  appointed,  awakened 
the  caliph,  who  immediately  rose,  and  went 
to  the  hall  where  Abon  Hassan  lay  fast 
asleep,  and  when  he  had  placed  himself  in 
his  closet,  Mesrour  and  the  other  officers, 
ladies,  and  musicians,  who  waited  for  him, 
went  in,  and  placed  themselves  about  the 
sofa,  so  as  not  to  hinder  the  caliph  from 
seeing  what  passed,  and  noticing  all  his 
actions. 

Things  being  thus  disposed,  and  the 
cahph's  powder  having  had  its  effect,  Abon 
Hassan  began  to  awake  without  opening  his 
eyes,  and  threw  off  the  phlegm,  which  was 
received  in  a  gold  basin  as  before.  In  that 
moment  the  seven  bands  of  musicians  joined 
their  charming  voices  to  the  sound  of  haut- 
boys, fifes,  flutes,  and  other  instruments, 
forming  a  very  agreeable  concert.  Abon 
Hassan  was  in  great  surprise  to  hear  that 
delightfid  harmony ;  but  when  he  opened 
his  eyes,  and  saw  the  ladies  and  officers 
about  him,  whom  he  thought  he  knew 
again,  his  amazement  increased.  The  hall 
that  he  was  in  seemed  to  be  the  same  he 
saw  in  his  first  dream,  and  he  observed  the 
same  lustres,  and  the  same  furniture  and 
ornaments. 

The  concert  ceased,  to  give  the  caliph  an 
opportimity  of  attending  to  the  countenance 
of  his  new  guest,  and  all  that  he  might  say 
in  his  siirprise.  The  ladies,  Mesrour,  and 
all  the  officers  of  the  chamber,  waited  in 
profound  and  respectful  sdence.  Abon  Has- 
san bit  his  finger,  and  cried  loud  enough 
for  the  caliph  to  hear  him,  "Alas!  lam 
fallen  again  into  the  same  dream  and  illu- 
sion that  happened  to  me  a  month  ago,  and 
must  expect  again  the  bidl's  pizzle  and  ii-on 
cage  at  the  madhouse.  Almighty  God," 
added  he,  "I  commit  myself  into  the  hands 
of  thy  divine  providence.  He  was  a  wicked 
man  that  I  entertained  at  my  house  last 
night,  who  has  been  the  cause  of  this  illu- 
sion, and  the  hardships  I  must  undergo. 
The  base  wretch  swore  to  shut  the  door  after 
him,  but  did  not,  and  the  de\-il  came  in  and 
has  turned  my  brain  with  this  wicked  dream 
of  being  commander  of  the  faithfid,  and 
other  phantoms  which  bewitch  my  eyes. 
God  confound  thee,  Satan,  and  crush  thee 
under  some  moimtain  of  stones." 

After  these  last  words,  Abon  Hassan 
closed  his  eyes,  and  remained  some  time 
thoughtful  and  very  much  perplexed ;  then 
oi)ening  them  again,  and  looking  about  him, 
cried  out  a  second  time,  with  less  surprise, 
and  smiling  at  the  varioiis  objects  before 
him,  "  Great  God !  I  commit  myself  into  the 
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liamls  of  thy  providence  ;  preserve  me  from 
tlie  temptation  of  Satan."  Then  shuttino; 
them  again,  he  said,  ' '  I  know  what  I  will 
do.  I  will  go  to  sleep  until  Satan  leaves  me, 
and  returns  as  he  came,  were  I  to  wait  till 
noon."  They  did  not  give  him  time  to  go 
to  sleep  again,  as  he  hti.d  promised  himself ; 
for  Strength  of  Hearts,  one  of  the  ladies 
whom  he  had  seen  before,  ai)proached,  and 
sitting  down  on  the  sofa  by  him,  said  to  him 
respectfully,  "  Commander  of  the  faithful,  I 
entreat  your  majesty  to  forgive  me  for  tak- 
ing the  liberty  to  tell  yon  not  to  go  to  sleep ; 
day  a]tpears,  and  it  is  time  to  rise."  "  Be- 
gone, Satan  ! "  answered  Abon  Hassan,  rais- 
ing his  voice ;  but  looking  iipon  the  lady, 
he  said,  "Is  it  me  you  call  the  commander 
of  the  faithful  ?  Certainly  you  take  me  for 
somebody  else."  "  It  is  to  your  majesty  I 
give  that  title,"  replied  the  lady,  "  to  whom 
it  belongs,  as  you  are  sovereign  of  the  Mus- 
sulman world,  and  T  am  your  most  humble 
slave.  Uudoubtedly,"  added  she,  "your 
majesty  means  to  divert  yourself  by  pretend- 
ing to  have  forgotten  yourself,  or  this  is  the 
effect  of  some  troublesome  dream  ;  but  if 
you  would  but  open  your  eyes,  the  mists 
which  may  disturb  your  imagination  will 
soon  be  dispelled,  and  you  will  find  yourself 
in  your  own  palace,  surrounded  by  your 
officers  and  slaves,  who  all  wait  your  com- 
mands ;  and  that  your  majesty  may  not  be 
surprised  to  find  yourself  in  this  hall,  and 
not  in  bed,  I  beg  leave  to  tell  you  that  you 
fell  so  suddenly  asleep  last  night,  that  we 
were  imwiiling  to  wake  you,  to  conduct  you 
to  your  chambfer,  but  laid  you  carefully  upon 
the  sofa."  In  short,  she  said  to  him  so 
many  things  that  appeared  probable,  that 
at  last  he  sat  up,  opened  his  eyes,  and  re- 
collected her  and  all  the  ladies  again.  They 
all  drew  near,  and  she  who  spoke  first,  re- 
suming the  discom-se,  said,  "  Commander  of 
the  faithful,  and  vicar  of  the  prophet  on 
earth,  be  not  displeased  if  I  acquaint  your 
majesty  once  more  that  it  is  time  to  rise, 
for  day  appears." 

"Yo\i  are  very  troublesome  and  impor- 
txmate,"  replied  Abon  Hassan,  rubbing  his 
eyes.  "I  am  not  the  commander  of  the 
faithful,  but  Abon  Hassan  ;  I  know  it  well, 
and  you  shall  not  persuade  me  otherwise." 
"  We  do  not  know  that  Abon  Hassan  your 
majesty  speaks  of,  nor  desu-e  to  know  him," 
answered  the  lady;  "  but  we  know  you  to 
be  commander  of  the  behevers,  and  you  can- 
not persuade  us  to  the  contrary." 

Abon  Hassan,  looking  about,  and  finding 
himself  in  the  same  hall,  attributed  all  he 
saw  and  heard  to  such  a  dream  as  he  had 
before,  and  very  much  feared  the  dreadful 
consequences.  "  God  have  mercy  on  me  !  " 
said  he,  lifting  up  his  hands  and  eyes,  like  a 
man  who  knew  not  where  he  was ;  "  I  commit 
myself  into  His  hands.     I   cannot   doubt, 


after  what  I  have  seen,  but  that  the  devil, 
who  came  into  my  chamber,  possesses  me, 
and  fills  my  imagination  fuU  of  aU  these 
visions." 

The  caliph,  who  saw  him  aU  the  time,  and 
heard  these  exclamations,  began  laughing  so 
heartily,  that  he  had  much  ado  to  forbear 
bursting  into  loud  laughter. 

Abon  Hassan,  laying  himself  down  again, 
and  shutting  his  eyes,  the  same  lady  again 
said,  "Commander  of  the  faithful,  since 
your  majesty  does  not  rise,  after  we  have, 
according  to  our  duty,  informed  you  it  was 
day,  and  the  despatch  of  business  requires 
your  presence,  we  shall  use  the  lilDerty  you 
give  us  in  such  cases."  Then  taking  him 
by  one  arm,  and  calling  to  one  of  the  other 
ladies  to  do  the  same  by  the  other,  they 
lifted  him  up,  and  carried  him  into  the 
middle  of  the  hall,  where  they  set  him  on 
his  breech,  and  taking  all  hands,  danced  and 
skipped  round  him,  while  the  music  played 
and  rattled  in  his  ears. 

Abon  Hassan  was  in  an  inexpressible  per- 
plexity of  mind,  and  said,  "  What !  am  I  in- 
deed caliph,  and  commander  of  the  faith- 
fid  ? "  And  in  the  imcertaiuty  he  was  in, 
woidd  have  said  something  more,  but  the 
music  was  so  loud,  that  he  could  not  be 
heard.  At  last  he  made  a  sign  to  String  of 
Pearls  and  Morning  Star,  two  of  the  ladies 
who  were  dancing,  that  he  wanted  to  speak 
with  them  ;  iipon  which  they  forbore,  and 
went  to  him.  "Do  not  lie,  now,"  said  he, 
"but  tell  me  trvdy  who  I  am?" 

"  Commander  of  the  faithful,"  replied 
Morning  Star,  "  your  majesty  means  either 
to  surprise  us,  by  asking  this  question,  as  if 
you  did  not  know  that  you  are  commander 
of  the  faithful,  and  the  vicar  on  earth  of  the 
prophet  of  God,  master  of  both  worlds, — that 
whereon  we  now  are  and  that  to  come  after 
death, — or  else  you  must  have  had  some  very 
extraordinary  dredm  to-night,  which  has 
made  you  forget  who  you  are ;  which  may 
very  well  be,  considering  that  youi-  majesty 
has  slept  longer  to-night  than  ordinary ;  how- 
ever, if  you  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  re- 
fresh your  memory  with  what  passed  yes- 
terday." Then  she  told  him  how  he  went 
to  the  conned,  punished  the  iman  and  the 
four  old  men,  and  sent  a  present  by  his 
grand  vizier  of  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  to 
the  mother  of  one.  Abon  Hassan ;  what  he 
did  in  the  inner  part  of  the  palace,  and  what 
passed  at  the  three  meals  which  he  took  in 
the  three  halls,  and  how  in  the  fourth  "  your 
majesty  did  us  the  honour  to  make  us  sit 
down  by  you,  to  hear  our  songs,  and  receive 
wine  from  our  hands,  xmtil  your  majesty 
fell  so  fast  asleep,  as  Strength  of  Hearts 
has  told  you.  From  that  time  your  ma- 
jesty has  continued,  contrary  to  custom,  in 
a  sound  sleep  untd  now.  Strength  of  Hearts, 
all  your  other  slaves,  and  the  officers  pre- 
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seut,  can  conlirm  wliat  I  say,  and  it  is  now 
time  you  should  go  to  prayers." 

"  Very  well,"  replied  Abon  Hassan,  shak- 
ing his  head  ;  ' '  you  would  have  me  believe 
all  this  ;  but  I  tell  you,  you  are  all  fools,  or 
mad,  and  that  is  great  pitj'-,  for  you  are 
very  pretty.  Since  I  saw  you  I  have  been 
at  home,  where  1  used  my  mother  so  ill 
that  they  sent  me  to  a  mad-house,  and  kept 
me  there  three  weeks  against  my  will,  and 
beat  me  evezy  day  with  a  bull's  pizzle,  and 
yet  you  Avould  make  me  believe  all  this  to 
be  a  dream."  "Commander  of  the  faithful," 
answered  IMorning  Star,  ' '  you  are  mistaken  ; 
we  are  all  ready  to  swear  by  all  that  your 
majesty  holds  most  dear  that  all  you  tell  is  a 
dream.  You  never  stirred  oat  of  this  hall 
since  yesterday,  but  slept  here  all  night 
long." 

The  confidence  with  which  the  lady  as- 
sured Abon  Hassan  that  all  she  said  was 
truth,  and  that  he  had  never  been  out  of  the 
hall  since  that  time,  made  him  not  know 
what  to  believe,  but  bewildered  his  senses. 
"0  Heaven!"  said  he  to  himself,  "am  I 
Abon  Hassan,  or  the  commander  of  the 
faithful?  Almighty  God,  enlighten  my  un- 
derstanding, and  inform  me  of  the  truth, 
that  I  may  know  what  to  trust  to."  Then 
he  uncovered  his  shoulders,  and  shewed  the 
ladies  the  livid  weals  of  the  blows  he  had 
received.  "Look,"  said  he,  "judge  whe- 
ther these  strokes  coidd  come  to  me  in  a 
dream,  or  when  I  was  asleep.  For  my  part, 
I  can  affirm  that  they  were  real  blows  ;  I 
feel  the  smart  of  them  yet,  and  that  is  a 
testimonial  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  of. 
Now,  if  I  received  these  strokes  in  my 
sleep,  it  is  the  most  extraordinary  thing  in 
the  world,  and  surpasses  my  comprehen- 
sion." 

In  this  uncertainty,  Abon  Hassan  called 
to  one  of  the  officers  that  stood  round  him  : 
"Come  hither,"  said  he,  "and  bite  the  tip 
of  my  ear,  that  I  may  know  whether  I  am 
asleep  or  av/ake."  The  officer  obeyed  him, 
and  Int  so  hard,  that  he  made  him  cry  out 
horridly ;  the  music  struck  u]i  at  the  same 
time,  and  the  officers  and  ladies  all  Ijegan 
to  sing,  dance,  and  skip  about  Abon  Hassan, 
and  made  such  a  noise,  that  he  was  in  perfect 
enthusiasm,  and  played  a  thousand  merry 
tricks.  He  tore  off  his  caliph's  habit,  threw 
off  his  turban,  and  jumped  up  in  his  shirt 
and  drawers,  and  taking  hold  of  two  of  the 
ladies'  hands,  fell  a  dancing  and  singing,  and 
jumping  and  cutting  capers,  that  the  calijih 
co\ild  not  contain  himself,  but  burst  into  so 
violent  laughter  at  this  sudden  pleasantry 
of  Abon  Hassan,  that  he  fell  backwards, 
and  made  a  greater  noise  than  all  the  musi- 
"ians  together.  He  was  so  long  before  he 
could  check  himself,  that  it  had  like  to  have 
hui-t  him.  At  last  he  got  up,  and  opened  the 
lattice,  and  putting  out  his  head,  cried  out, 


"  Abon  Hassan,  Abon  Hassan,  have  you  a 
mind  to  kill  me  with  laughing?" 

As  soon  as  the  caliph's  voice  was  heard, 
everybody  was  silent,  and  Abon  Hassan 
among  the  rest,  who,  turning  his  head  to 
see  from  whence  the  voice  came,  knew  the 
caliph,  and  the  jMoussel  merchant,  but  was 
not  in  the  least  dashed  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
found  that  he  was  awake,  and  all  that  had 
hapi)ened  to  him  was  matter  of  fact,  and 
not  a  dream.  He  entered  into  the  caliph's 
pleasantry  and  intention.  "Ha!  ha!"  said 
he,  looking  at  him  with  good  assurance,  "you 
are  a  merchant  of  Moussel,  and  complain 
that  I  would  kiU  you;  you  have  been  the 
occasion  of  ray  using  my  mother  so  ill,  and 
being  seut  to  a  mad-Iiouse.  It  was  you  who 
treated  the  iman  and  the  four  scheiks  in  the 
manner  they  were  used,  and  not  me ;  I  wash 
my  hands  of  it.  It  -n-as  you  who  have  been 
the  cause  of  all  my  disorders  and  sufferings  : 
in  short,  you  are  the  aggressor,  and  I  the 
injured  person." 

"  Indeed,  you  are  in  the  right  of  it,  Abon 
Hassan,"  answered  the  caliph,  laughing  all 
the  while;  "but  to  comfort  you,  and  make 
you  amends  for  all  your  troubles,  I  call 
Heaven  to  witness,  I  am  ready  and  willing 
to  make  you  what  reparation  you  please  to 
ask."  After  these  words,  he  came  out  of  the 
closet  into  the  hall,  and  ordered  one  of  his 
most  magniticent  habits  to  be  brought,  and 
commanded  the  ladies  to  dress  Abon  Hassan 
in  it ;  and  when  they  had  done  so,  he  said, 
embracing  him,  ' '  Thou  art  my  brother ;  ask 
what  thou  wilt,  and  thou  shalt  have  it." 

"Commander  of  the  faithful,"  replied  Abon 
Hassan,  "I  beg  of  your  majesty  to  do  me 
the  favour  to  tell  me  what  you  did  to  dis- 
turb my  brain  in  this  manner,  and  what  was 
your  design;  for  it  is  a  thing  of  the  greatest 
importance  for  me  to  know,  that  I  may  per- 
fectly recover  my  senses. " 

The  calijih  was  ready  to  give  him  that  satis 
faction,  and  said,  "First,  you  are  to  know, 
that  I  often  disguise  myself,  and  particularly 
at  night,  to  observe  if  all  goes  right  in  Bag- 
dad; and  as  I  -wish  to  know  what  passes  in 
its  environs,  I  set  apart  the  first  day  of  every 
month  to  make  a  tour  about  it,  sometimes 
on  one  side,  and  sometimes  on  another,  and 
always  return  by  the  bridge.  The  evening 
that  you  invited  me  to  sujjper,  I  had  been 
taking  my  rounds,  and  in  our  conversation 
you  told  me,  that  the  only  thing  you  wished 
for  was  to  be  caliph  for  four-and-twenty 
hours,  to  punish  the  iman  of  your  mosque 
and  his  four  counsellors.  I  fancied  that  this 
desire  of  yours  -would  afford  me  a  great  deal 
of  diversion,  and  thought  immediately  how 
I  might  procure  you  that  satisfaction.  I 
had  aliout  me  a  certain  powder,  which  im- 
mediately throws  the  person  who  takes  it 
into  a  soiuid  sleep  for  a  certain  time.  I  put 
a  dose  of  it,  without  being  perceived  by  you, 
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into  the  last  glass  I  presented  yon,  npou 
which  you  fell  fast  asleep,  and  I  ordered  my 
slave  to  carry  you  to  my  palace,  and  came 
away  without  shutting  the  door.  I  have  no 
occasion  to  repeat  what  happened  at  my 
palace  when  you  awaked,  and  during  the 
whole  day  till  eveuincj;  hut  after  you  had 
been  regaled  by  my  orders,  one  of  the  slaves 
who  waited  on  you  put  another  dose  of  the 
same  powder  at  night  into  a  glass  she  gave 
you ;  you  fell  asleep  as  before,  and  the  same 
slave  carried  you  home,  and  left  the  door 
open.  You  have  told  me  all  that  hajipoued 
to  you  afterwards.  I  never  imagined  that 
you  could  have  sulTered  so  much  as  you  have 
done.  But  as  I  have  a  great  regard  for  you, 
I  will  do  everything  to  comfort  you,  and 
make  you  forget  all  your  sufferings ;  think 
of  what  I  can  do  to  please  you,  and  ask  me 
boldly  what  you  wish." 

"Commander  of  the  faithful,"  replied 
Abon  Hassan,  "how  great  soever  my  tor- 
tures may  have  been,  they  are  all  blotted  out 
of  my  remembrance,  as  soon  as  I  imderstand 
my  sovereign  lord  and  master  had  any  share 
m  them,  i  doubt  not  in  the  least  of  your 
majesty's  bounty;  but  as  interest  never  gov- 
erned me,  and  you  give  me  liberty  to  ask  a 
favour,  I  beg  that  it  may  be  that  of  having 
access  to  your  person,  to  have  the  hapiii- 
ness  of  admiring,  all  my  lifetime,  your 
grandeur." 

This  last  proof  of  disinterestedness  in  Abon 
Hassan  comi^leted  the  esteem  the  caliph  had 
entertained  for  him.  "I  am  pleased  with 
your  request,"  said  the  caliph,  "and  grant 
you  free  access  to  my  j^erson  at  all  times  and 
all  hours."  At  the  same  time,  he  assigned 
him  an  apartment  in  the  palace,  and,  in 
regard  to  his  jiension,  told  him  that  he 
would  not  have  him  apply  to  his  treasurer, 
but  come  always  to  him  for  an  order  upon 
him  ;  and  immediately  ordered  his  private 
treasurer  to  give  him  a  jjurse  containing  a 
thousand  pieces  of  gold.  Abon  Hassan  made 
a  low  bow ;  and  the  caliph  left  him  to  go  to 
councih 

Abon  Hassan  took  this  opportunity  to  go 
and  inform  his  mother  of  his  good  fortune, 
and  what  had  happened,  which  he  told  her 
was  not  a  dream  ;  for  that  he  had  actually 
I  been  cali]>h,  and  had  acted  as  such,  and  re- 
ceived all  the  honours,  and  that  she  had  no 
I  reason  to  doubt  of  it,  since  he  had  it  con- 
tirmed  by  the  caliph  himself. 

It  was  not  long  before  this  story  of  Abon 
Hass.an  was  spread  all  over  Bagdad,  and 
carried  into  all  the  provinces  both  far  and 
near,  without  the  omission  of  a  single  cir- 
cumstance. 

The  new  favourite,  Abon  Hassan,  was 
always  with  the  caliph;  for,  as  he  was  a 
man  of  a  pleasant  temper,  and  created  mirth 
wherever  he  went  by  his  wit  and  pleasantry, 
the  caliph  coidd  not  live  without  him.     He 


formed  no  party  of  diversion  without  him, 
and  sometimes  carried  him  along  with  him 
to  see  his  consort  Zobeidc,  to  whom  he  had 
told  his  story,  which  so  highly  pleased  him, 
as  it  did  Zobeide ;  who  observed  that  every 
time  he  came  with  the  caliph,  he  had  his 
eyes  always  fixed  upon  one  of  her  slaves, 
called  Nouzhatoul-iiouadat,  (which  is  to  say, 
renewed  pleasure,)  and  resolved  to  tell  the 
caliph  of  it.  "  Commander  of  the  faithful," 
said  that  princess  one  day,  "you  do  not  ob- 
serve so  well  as  me,  that  every  time  Abon 
Hassan  attends  you  in  your  visits  to  me,  he 
never  keeps  his  eyes  otf  Nouzhatoul-aouadat, 
and  makes  her  blush,  which  is  almost  a  cer- 
tain sign  that  she  entertains  no  aversion  for 
him.  If  you  approve  of  it,  we  will  make  a 
match  between  them." 

"Madam,"  replied  the  caliph,  "you  put 
me  in  mind  of  a  thing  which  I  ought  to  have 
done  before  now.  I  know  Abon  Hassan's 
opinion  respecting  marriage  from  himself, 
and  have  alwaj-s  promised  him  a  wife  that 
should  ])lease  him.  I  am  glad  you  men- 
tioned it ;  for  I  know  not  how  1  came  to 
forget  it.  But  it  is  better  that  Abon  Hassan 
should  follow  his  own  inclination,  and  choose 
for  himself ;  and  if  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  is 
not  averse  to  it,  we  oiight  not  to  hesitate 
upon  their  marriage  ;  and  since  they  are 
both  present,  they  have  only  to  say  that 
they  consent." 

Abon  Hassan  threw  himself  at  the  caliph's 
and  Zobeide's  feet,  to  shew  the  sense  he  had 
of  their  goodness  to  him  ;  and,  rising  ui^, 
said,  "I  cannot  receive  a  wife  from  better 
hands,  but  dare  not  hope  that  Nouzhatoul- 
iouadat  will  give  me  her  hand  as  readily  as 
I  give  her  mine."  At  these  words  he  looked 
upon  the  princess's  slave,  who  shewed  by 
her  respectful  sUence,  and  the  sudden  blush 
that  arose  in  her  cheeks,  that  she  was  dis- 
posed to  obey  the  caliph  and  her  mistress 
Zobeide. 

The  marriage  was  solemnised,  and  the 
nuptials  celebrated  in  the  jialace  with  great 
rejoicings,  which  lasted  several  days.  Zo- 
beide, in  pleasure  to  the  caliph,  made  her 
slave  considerable  presents,  and  the  caliph 
did  the  same  to  Abon  Hassan.  The  bride 
was  conducted  to  the  apartment  the  caliph 
had  assigned  Abon  Hassan,  who  waited  for 
her  with  all  the  impatience  of  a  bridegroom, 
and  received  her  with  the  sound  of  all  sorts 
of  instruments,  and  musicians  of  both  sexes, 
who  made  the  air  echo  again  with  their 
concert. 

After  these  feasts  and  rejoicings,  whicli 
lasted  several  days,  the  new-married  couple 
were  left  to  ])ursue  their  loves  in  peace. 
Abon  Hassan  and  his  spouse  were  charmed 
with  each  other,  and  lived  together  in  per- 
fect union,  and  seldom  were  asunder,  but 
when  either  he  paid  his  respects  to  the  ca. 
liph,  or  she  to  Zobeide.     Indeed,  Nouzha 
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toiil-aoiiadat  was  endued  with  evei'y  quali- 
ficatiou  capable  of  gaming  Abon  Hassan's 
love  and  attaciiment,  and  was  just  such  a 
wife  as  he  described  to  the  cahph,  and  lit  to 
sit  at  the  head  of  his  table.  With  these 
dispositions  they  could  not  fail  to  jiass  their 
lives  agreeably.  They  kept  a  good  table, 
covered  with  the  nicest  and  choicest  rarities 
in  season,  by  an  excellent  cook,  who  took 
■upon  him  to  lu-ovide  everything.  Their 
sideboard  was  always  stored  with  exquisite 
Avines,  placed  within  their  reach  when  at 
table,  where  they  enjoyed  themselves  in  an 
agreeable  tete-.^-tete,  and  afterwards  enter- 
tained each  other  with  some  pleasantry  or 
other,  which  made  them  laugh  more  or  less, 
as  they  had  in  the  day  met  with  something 
to  divert  them  ;  and  in  the  evenings,  which 
they  consecrated  to  mirth,  they  had  gene- 
rally some  slight  repast  of  dried  SM^eatmeats, 
choice  fruits,  and  cakes  ;  and  at  each  glass 
invited  each  other  by  new  songs  to  drink, 
and  sometimes  accompanied  their  voices  with 
a  lute,  or  other  instrument,  which  they 
could  both  touch. 

Abon  Hassan  and  Nouzhatoul-fiouadat  led 
this  pleasant  life  a  long  time,  unattentive  to 
expense,  when  the  caterer,  who  disbursed  all 
the  money  for  these  expenses,  lirought  them 
in  a  long  bill,  in  hope  of  having  an  advance 
of  money.  They  found  it,  too  late,  to  be  so 
considerable  a  sum,  including  their  wedding 
clothes  and  jewels  for  the  bride,  that  all  the 
l)resents  that  the  caliph  and  the  princess 
Zobeide  had  given  them  at  their  marriage 
■were  but  just  enough  to  pay  him.  This 
made  them  reilect  seriously  on  what  was 
])ast,  which,  however,  was  uo  remedy  for 
the  present  evil.  But  they  agreed  to  pay 
the  caterer;  and  having  sent  for  him,  2)aid 
him  all  they  owed  him,  without  considering 
the  difficulty  they  woidd  be  in  immediately 
after. 

The  caterer  went  away  very  well  pleased 
to  receive  so  large  a  sum  of  ready  money, 
though  Abon  Hassan  and  his  wife  were  not 
so  well  satisfied  Avith  seeing  the  bottom  of 
their  piu'se,  but  remained  a  long  time  silent, 
and  very  much  embarrassed  to  find  them- 
selves reduced  to  that  condition  the  very 
iirst  year  of  their  marriage.  Abon  Hassan 
remembered  that  the  caliph,  when  he  took 
liim  into  the  palace,  pi-omised  never  to  let 
liim  want  any  thing ;  but  when  he  considered 
how  prodigal  he  had  been  of  his  money  in 
so  short  a  time,  he  was  unwilling  to  expose 
himself  to  the  shame  of  letting  the  caliph 
know  the  ill  use  he  had  made  of  what  he  had 
given  him,  and  that  he  wanted  more.  Be- 
sides, he  had  made  over  his  patrimony  to  his 
mother,  as  soon  as  the  caliph  received  him 
near  his  person,  and  was  afraid  to  go  to  her, 
lest  she  should  find  that  he  had  returned  to 
the  same  extravagance  he  had  been  guilty 
of  after  his  father's  death.    His  wife,  on  the 


other  hand,  looked  ujjon  Zobeide's  genero- 
sity, and  the  liberty  she  had  given  her  to 
marry,  as  more  than  a  sufficient  recompense 
for  her  service,  and  thought  she  had  not  a 
right  to  ask  any  more. 

Abon  Hassan  at  last  broke  silence,  and, 
looking  upon  his  wife,  said,  "  I  see  you  are 
in  the  same  embarrassment  as  myself,  and 
are  thinking  what  we  must  do  in  this  un- 
hajjpy  juncture,  when  our  money  fails  us  so 
unexpectedly.  I  do  not  know  what  your 
sentiments  may  be,  but  mine  are,  let  what 
will  happen,  not  to  retrench  our  expenses  in 
the  least;  and  I  believe  you  will  come  into 
my  opinion.  The  jjoint  is,  how  to  support 
them  without  stooping  to  ask  the  caliph  or 
Zobeide ;  and  I  think  I  have  fallen  on  the 
means ;  but  we  must  both  assist  each  other." 

This  discourse  of  Abon  Hassan  very  much 
l^leased  his  wife,  and  gave  her  some  hopes. 
"I  was  thinking  so  as  well  as  you,"  said 
she,  "but  durst  not  explain  my  thoughts, 
becaiise  I  did  not  know  how  to  help  our- 
selves ;  and  must  confess  that  what  you  tell 
me  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  But 
since  you  say  you  have  found  out  a  way, 
and  my  assistance  is  necessary,  you  need 
but  to  tell  me,  and  will  do  all  that  lies  in 
my  i>ower." 

' '  I  was  sure, "  replied  Abon  Hassan,  "that 
you  would  not  fail  in  this  business,  which 
concerns  us  both ;  and,  therefore,  I  must  tell 
you,  this  want  of  money  has  made  me  think 
of  a  plan  which  will  suijply  us  with  some,  at 
least  for  a  time.  It  consists  in  a  little  trick 
we  will  put,  I  upon  the  caliph,  and  you  upon 
Zobeide,  and  at  which,  I  am  sure,  they  \\\Vi 
both  be  diverted,  and  it  will  answer  very 
well  to  lis.  You  and  1  will  both  die."  "  Not 
I  indeed,"  interrupted  Nouzhatoul-aouadat ; 
' '  you  may  die  by  yourself,  if  you  will ;  I  am 
not  so  weary  of  this  life,  and,  whether  you 
are  jjleased  or  not,  will  not  die  so  soon.  If 
you  have  nothing  else  to  projiose  than  that, 
you  may  do  it  by  yourself ;  for  I  assure  you 
I  shall  not  join  you." 

"You  are  a  ■woman,  I  mean,  of  such  viva- 
city and  wonderful  quickness,"  replied  Abon 
Hassan,  "that  you  scarce  give  me  time  to 
explain  my  design.  Have  but  a  little  pa- 
tience, andfyou  shall  find  that  you  will  be 
ready  enough  to  die  such  a  death  as  I  mean ; 
for  surely  you  could  not  think  1  meant  a 
real  death?"  "Well,"  said  his  wife,  "if  it 
is  but  a  sham  death  you  design,  I  am  at  your 
service,  and  you  may  dei^end  on  my  zeal  to 
second  you  in  this  manner  of  dying ;  for  I 
must  tell  you  truly,  I  am  very  unwilling  to 
die,  as  I  apprehended  you  at  first." 

"  Be  but  easy  a  little,"  said  Abon  Hassan, 
"  and  I  will  tell  you  what  I  jn-opose.  I  will 
feign  myself  dead,  and  you  shafl  lay  mo  out 
in  a  A\liite  sheet,  in  the  middle  of  my  cham- 
ber, with  my  turban  iipon  my  face,  jny  feet 
towards  Mecca,  and  just  ready  to  be  carried 
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out  to  bui-ial.  When  you  have  done  so,  you 
must  cry,  and  shed  tears,  as  is  usual  in  such 
cases,  and  tear  your  clothes  and  hair,  or  pre- 
tend to  do  it,  and  go  all  in  tears,  with  your 
hair  loose  about  your  ears,  to  Zobeide.  The 
princess  ■will  ask  you  the  cause  of  your 
grief;  and  when  you  have  told  her,  with 
words  intermixed  with  sighs,  she  will  pity 
you,  and  give  you  some  money  to  defray  the 
expense  of  my  funeral,  and  a  i)iece  of  good 
brocade  to  cover  my  body  with,  that  my  in- 
terment may  be  tlie  more  magnificent,  and 
to  make  you  a  habit  in  the  room  of  that  she 
saw  you  had  torn.  As  soon  as  you  return 
■n-ith  the  money  and  the  brocade,  I  wiU  get 
up,  and  lay  you  in  my  place,  and  go  and  act 
the  same  part  with  the  calijih  as  you  have 
done  with  Zobeide ;  and  I  daresay  the  ca- 
liph will  be  as  geueroxis  to  me  as  Zobeide  has 
been  to  you." 

When  Abon  Hassan  had  explained  his 
l)lan,  "I  think,"  replied  Nouzhatoul-aoua- 
dat,  "it  will  be  a  pleasant  trick,  and  I  am 
much  mistaken  if  the  caliph  and  Zobeide  wiU 
not  like  us  for  it.  Let  lis  put  it  in  execu- 
tion. Leave  me  to  myself  ;  I  will  play  my 
part  at  least  as  well  as  I  expect  you  will 
yours,  and  with  as  much  zeal  and  atten- 
tion, as  the  benefit  we  expect  from  it  is 
great." 

NouzhatoiU-douadat  liked  this  project  very 
weU,  and  said  to  Abon  Hassan,  "  Come,  lose 
no  time ;  strip  to  your  shirt  and  breeches, 
while  I  prepare  a  sheet.  I  know  how  to 
bnry  as  well  as  anybody ;  for  while  I  was  in 
Zobeide's  service,  and  any  of  my  f eUow-slaves 
died,  1  had  the  conducting  of  the  funeral." 
Abon  Hassan  did  as  his  wife  bid  him,  and 
laid  himseK  Hat  on  his  back  on  the  sheet 
which  his  wife  had  spread  on  the  carpet  in 
the  middle  of  the  room.  As  soon  as  he  had 
crossed  his  arms,  his  wife  wrapped  him  up, 
turned  his  feet  towards  Mecca,  and  put  a 
piece  of  fine  muslin  and  his  turban  upon  his 
face,  so  as  to  leave  his  breath  free,  so  that 
nothing  seemed  wanting  but  to  put  him  in  a 
coffin,  and  carrj-^  him  out  to  be  buried.  After 
this  she  pulled  otf  her  head-dress,  and,  with 
tears  in  her  eyes,  and  her  hair  dishevelled, 
and  seemiug  to  tear  it  ofl",  with  a  dismal  cry 
and  lamentation,  beating  her  face  and  breast 
with  aU  the  marks  of  the  most  lively  grief, 
ran  across  the  court  to  Zobeide's  apartments ; 
who,  hearing  the  voice  of  a  person  crying 
very  loud,  commanded  some  of  her  women 
to  see  who  it  was;  who  returned  and  told 
her  that  it  was  Nouzhatoid-aouadat,  who 
was  coming  iu  a  deplorable  condition. 

The  princess,  impatient  to  know  what  had 
happened  to  her,  rose  ixp  immediately,  and 
went  to  meet  her  at  the  door  of  her  ante- 
chamber. Nouzhatoid-aouadat  plaj'ed  lier 
part  to  perfection.  As  soon  as  she  saw  Zo- 
beide, who  held  the  door  open,  she  redoiibled 
her  cries,  tore  her  hair  ofi"  by  handfuls,  beat 


her  face  and  breast,  and  threw  herself  at  her 
feet,  bathing  them  with  her  tears. 

Zobeide,  amazed  to  see  her  slave  in  such 
extraordinary  alHiction,  asked  what  had  hap- 
pened to  her;  but  instead  of  answering,  she 
continued  her  sighs  and  sobs,  and  at  last, 
feigning  to  strive  to  check  them,  said,  with 
words  interrujjted  .with  sighs,  "Alas!  my 
most  honoured  lady  and  mistress,  what 
greater  misfortmae  coidd  have  befell  me  than 
this,  which  obliges  me  to  throw  myself  at 
yoiu-  highness's  feet?  God  prolong  your 
days,  my  most  respectable  princess,  in  per- 
fect health,  and  grant  you  many  happy  years ! 
— Abon  Hassan !  poor  Abon  Hassan !  whom 
you  honoiu-ed  with  your  esteem,  and  gave 
me  for  a  husband,  is  no  more  ! " 

At  these  last  words,  Nouzhatoul-fiouadat 
redoubled  her  tears  aud  sighs,  and  threw 
herself  again  at  the  princess's  feet.  Zobeide 
was  extremely  suiprised  at  this  news.  ' '  Abou 
Hassan  dead!"  cried  she;  "that  healthy, 
agreeable,  pleasant  man!  Indeed  I  did  not 
in  the  least  expect  his  death  so  soon;  he 
seemed  to  promise  a  long  life,  and  well  de- 
served to  enjoy  it."  Then  she  also  burst 
into  tears,  as  did  all  her  women,  who  had 
been  often  witnesses  of  Abon  Hassan's  pleas- 
antries, when  the  caUph  brought  him  to  see 
the  princess  Zobeide ;  and  all  together  con- 
tinued a  long  time  bewailing  the  loss  of  him. 
At  length  the  princess  Zobeide  broke  silence. 
' '  Wicked  woman ! "  cried  she,  addressing  her- 
self to  the  false  widow,  ' '  i)erhaps  you  have 
occasioned  his  death !  Your  ill  temper  has 
given  him  so  much  vexation,  that  you  have 
at  last  brought  him  to  his  grave."  Nouz- 
hatoul-aouadat  seemed  much  hurt  at  the  re- 
in-oaches  of  Zobeide.  "Ah,  madam,"  cried 
she,  "I  do  not  think  I  ever  gave  your  ma- 
jesty, all  the  time  I  was  your  slave,  the  least 
reason  to  entertain  so  disadvantageous  an 
opinion  of  my  conduct  to  a  husband  who 
was  so  dear  to  me.  I  should  think  myself 
the  most  wretched  of  women  if  you  were 
persuaded  of  this.  I  behaved  to  Abou  Has- 
san as  a  wife  should  do  to  a  husband  for  whom 
she  has  a  sincere  affection ;  and  I  may  say, 
without  vanity,  that  I  had  for  him  the  same 
regard  he  had  for  me,  which  proved  he  loved 
me  with  equal  affection.  1  am  persuaded  he 
woidd,  were  he  alive,  justify  me  fully  to 
your  majesty;  but,  madam,"  added  she,  re- 
ncMdng  her  tears,  "  his  time  was  come,  and 
that  was  the  only  canse  of  his  death." 

Zobeide  had  really  observed  in  her  slave 
an  uniformly  equal  temper  and  mildness, 
great  docility  and  zeal  for  her  service,  which 
shewed  she  was  rather  actuated  by  inclina- 
tion than  duty.  She  hesitated  not  to  believe 
her  on  her  word,  and  ordered  her  treasurer 
to  fetch  a  himdred  pieces  of  gold,  and  a 
piece  of  rich  brocade. 

The  slave  soon  returned  with  the  purse 
and  piece  of  brocade,  which,  by  Zobeide's 
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order,  slie  put  into  Nouzliatoul-fiouadat's 
hand,  who  threw  ]ierself  again  at  the  prin- 
cess's feet,  and  thanked  her  with  great  satis- 
faction, to  think  slie  had  succeeded  so  welL 
"Go,"  said  Zobeide,  "make  use  of  that 
brocade  to  cover  the  corpse  of  your  hus- 
band, and  with  that  money  bury  him  hand- 
somely, and  as  he  deserves.  Moderate  the 
transports  of  your  afflictions;  I  will  take 
care  of  you."' 

As  soon  as  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  got  out  of 
the  princess's  presence,  she  dried  up  her 
tears,  and  returned  with  joy  to  Abon  Has- 
san, to  give  him  an  account  of  her  good  suc- 
cess. When  she  came  home,  she  burst  out 
a  laughing  to  see  her  husband  stUl  stretched 
out  in  the  middle  of  the  lloor;  she  ran  to 
him,  and  bid  him  rise  and  see  the  fruits  of 
his  trick.  He  rose,  and  rejoiced  with  his 
wife  at  the  sight  of  the  purse  and  brocade. 
Unable  to  contain  herself  at  the  success  of 
her  artifice,  "Come,  husband,"  said  she, 
laughing,  "let  me  act  the  dead  part,  and 
see  if  you  can  manage  the  caliph  as  Avell  as 
I  have  done  Zobeide." 

"That  is  the  temper  of  all  women,"  re- 
jdied  Abon  Hassan,  "who,  we  may  well  say, 
have  always  the  vanity  to  believe  they  can  do 
things  better  than  men,  though,  at  the  same 
time,  what  good  they  do  is  by  their  advice. 
It  Avould  be  odd  indeed  if  I,  who  laid  this 
plot  myself,  could  not  carrj;-  it  on  as  well  as 
you.  Biit  let  us  lose  no  time  in  idle  dis- 
course; lie  down  in  my  jjlace,  and  see  if  I 
do  not  come  oil"  with  as  much  applause." 

Abon  Hassan  wrajiped  uj)  his  wife  as  she 
had  done  him,  and,  with  his  turban  unrolled, 
like  a  man  in  the  greatest  affliction,  ran  to 
the  caliph,  who  was  holding  a  private  coun- 
cil with  the  grand  vizier  Giafar,  and  other 
confidential  viziers.  He  presented  himself  at 
the  door,  and  the  officer,  knowing  he  had 
free  access,  opened  it.  He  entered  holding 
with  one  hand  his  handkerchief  before  his 
eyes,  to  hide  the  feigned  tears,  which  trickled 
down  his  cheeks,  and  striking  his  breast  with 
the  other,  with  exclamations  expressing  ex- 
traordinary grief. 

The  caliph,  who  was  used  to  see  Abon 
Hassan  with  a  merry  countenance,  was  very 
much  surprised  to  see  him  in  that  sorrowful 
state.  He  interrupted  the  business  of  the 
council  to  ask  him  the  cause  of  his  grief. 
"Commander  of  the  faithful,"  answered 
Abon  Hassan,  with  repeated  sighs  and  sobs, 
"God  preserve  your  majesty  on  the  throne, 
which  you  fill  so  gloriously  !  a  greater  ca- 
lamity could  not  have  befallen  me  than  what 
I  now  lament.  Alas !  Nouzhatoul-uouadat, 
whom  you  in  your  bounty  ga\e  me  for  a  wife, 
to  pass  the  rest  of  my  days  with,  alas !  " — at 
this  exclamation  Abon  Hassan  pretended  to 
have  his  heart  so  f  uU  that  he  could  not  utter 
one  syllable  more,  but  poured  forth  a  flood 
of  tears. 


The  caliph,  who  pi-esently  understood  that 
Abon  Hassan  came  to  tell  him  of  the  death 
of  his  wife,  seemed  very  much  concerned, 
and  said  to  him,  with  an  air  which  shewed 
how  much  ho  regretted  her  loss,  "God  be 
merciful  to  her :  she  was  a  good  slave,  and 
we  gave  her  to  you  with  an  intention  to 
make  you  happy:  she  deserved  a  longer 
life."  Then  the  tears  ran  down  his  face,  so 
that  he  was  obliged  to  piill  out  his  handker- 
chief to  wipe  them  off.  The  grief  of  Abon 
Hassan,  and  the  teai-s  of  the  caliph,  excited 
those  of  Giafar  and  the  other  viziers.  They 
bewailed  the  death  of  Nouzhatoulaouadat, 
who,  on  her  part,  was  impatient  to  hear  how 
Abon  Hassan  succeeded. 

The  caliph  had  the  same  thought  of  the 
husband  that  Zobeide  had  of  the  wife,  and 
imagined  that  he  had  occasioned  her  death. 
"Wretch!"  said  he,  in  a  tone  of  indigna- 
tion, ' '  have  you  not  been  the  cause  of  your 
wife's  death  by  your  ill-treatment  of  her? 
Can  I  doubt  it?  You  ought  at  least  to  have 
had  some  regard  for  the  princess  my  con- 
sort, who  loved  her  more  than  the  rest  of 
her  slaves,  and  consented  to  give  her  to  you. 
What  a  return  for  her  kindness ! " 

"Commander  of  the  faithful,"  replied 
Abon  Hassan,  affecting  to  weep  more  bitterly 
than  before,  "can  your  majesty  for  a  mO' 
ment  suppose  that  Abon  Hassan,  whom  you 
have  loaded  with  your  favours  and  kindness, 
and  on  whom  you  have  conferred  honours  he 
could  never  have  aspired  to,  can  have  been 
capable  of  such  ingratitude  ?  I  loved  Noiiz- 
hatoul  aouadat  my  wife  as  much  on  these 
accounts  as  for  the  many  good  qualities  she 
possessed,  and  which  drew  from  me  all  the 
attachment,  tenderness,  aiid  love  she  de- 
served. But,  my  lord,"  added  he,  "  she  was 
to  die,  and  God  would  no  longer  suffer  me 
to  enjoy  a  happiness  for  which  I  was  in- 
debted to  your  majesty  and  your  beloved 
consort." 

In  short,  Abon  Hassan  dissembled  so  well, 
that  the  caliph,  who  had  never  heard  how 
extravagantly  he  and  his  wife  had  hved,  not 
in  the  least  doubting  his  sincerity,  ordered 
his  treasurer,  who  was  present,  to  give  Abon 
Hassan  a  purse  of  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold, 
and  a  piece  of  brocade.  Abon  Hassan  im- 
mediately cast  himself  at  the  caliph's  feet, 
and  thanked  him  for  his  x>resent.  "Follow 
the  treasurer,"  said  that  monarch ;  "throw 
the  brocade  over  the  corpse,  and  with  the 
money  shew  the  last  testimony  of  thy  love 
for  thy  wife." 

Abon  Hassan  made  no  reply  to  these  ob- 
liging words  of  the  caliph,  but  retired  with 
a  low  bow,  and  followed  the  treasurer;  and 
as  soon  as  he  had  got  the  purse  and  piece  of 
brocade,  went  home  very  well  pleased  with 
having  found  out  so  quick  and  easy  a  way 
of  sujiplying  his  necessity,  which  had  given 
him  so  nmch  uneasiness. 
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^^"oll/.llatolll-aouallat,  Aveary  with  lying  so 
loug  ill  the  posture,  uever  waited,  till  Abon 
Hassan  bid  her  rise  ;  but  as  soou  as  she 
heard  the  door  open,  got  up  and  ran  to  her 
husband,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  imposed 
on  the  caliph  as  well  as  she  did  on  Zobeide  ? 
"  You  see,"  said  he,  shewing  her  the  stuff, 
and  shaking  the  purse,  "  that  I  can  act  a 
sorrowful  husband  for  a  living  wife  as  well 
as  you  can  a  weeping  widow  for  a  husband 
not  dead."  Abon  Hassan,  however,  was  not 
without  his  fears,  that  this  double  trick  of 
theirs  might  be  attended  with  some  ill  conse- 
quences. He  thought  it  would  not  be  amiss 
to  put  his  wife  on  her  guard  as  to  what 
might  happen,  that  they  might  act  in  con- 
cert. "For,"  added  he,  "the  better  we 
succeed  in  embarrassing  the  caliph  and  Zo- 
beide, the  more  they  will  be  ])leased  at  last, 
and  perhaps  may  shew  their  satisfaction 
by  a  gre.ater  liberality."  And  this  last  con- 
sideration induced  them  to  carry  on  this 
feint  further. 

The  caliph,  though  he  had  a  great  deal  of 
business  to  transact  in  council,  was  never- 
theless so  impatient  to  go  and  condole  with 
the  princess  upon  the  death  of  her  slave, 
that  he  rose  up  as  soon  as  Abon  Hassan  was 
gone,  and  put  off  the  council  to  another 
day.  "Follow  me,"  said  he  to  Mesrour, 
Avho  always  attended  him  wherever  he  went, 
and  was  in  all  his  councils;  "let  us  go  and 
share  with  the  princess  the  grief  which  the 
death  of  her  slave  Nouzhatoid-aouadat  causes 
her." 

Accordingly  they  went  to  Zobeide's  apart- 
ment, whom  the  caliph  found  sitting  on  a 
sofa,  very  much  afflicted,  and  still  in  tears. 
"  Madam,"  said  the  caliph,  going  up  to  her, 
"it  is  unnecessary  to  tell  you  how  much  I 
partake  with  you  in  your  affliction ;  since 
you  are  not  insensible  that  what  gives  you 
pleasure  or  trouble  has  the  same  effect  on 
me.  But  we  are  all  mortal,  and  must  sur- 
render up  to  God  that  life  which  He  has 
given  us,  when  He  requires  it.  Nouzhatoid- 
aouaJat,  your  faithful  slave,  was  endued 
withqualillcations  that  deserved  your  esteem, 
and  I  cannot  but  approve  your  expressing  it 
after  her  death ;  but  consider,  all  your  grief 
will  not  bring  her  to  life  again.  Therefore, 
madam,  if  you  love  me,  and  will  take  my 
advice,  be  comforted  for  this  loss,  and  take 
more  care  of  a  life  which  you  know  is  pre- 
cious to  me,  and  constitutes  all  the  hapjii- 
ness  of  mine." 

If  the  princess  was  charmed  with  these 
tender  sentiments  which  the  caliph  expressed 
in  his  compliments,  she  was  amazed  to  hear 
of  Nouzhatoul-aouadat's  death.  This  news 
threw  her  into  so  great  surprise,  that  she 
was  not  able  to  retui-n  an  answer  for  some 
time.  At  last  recovering,  she  repUed,  with 
an  air  expressive  of  surprise,  "  Commander 
of  the  faithful,  I  am  very  sensible  of  all  youi* 


tender  sentiments ;  but  give  me  leave  to  say, 
I  cannot  comprehend  the  news  you  tell  me 
of  the  death  of  my  slave,  who  is  in  perfect 
health.  My  affliction  is  for  the  death  of 
Abon  Hassan,  her  husband,  your  favom-ite, 
whom  I  esteem,  as  much  for  the  regard  you 
have  for  liim,  as  because  you  were  so  kind  as 
to  bring  me  acquainted  with  him,  who  has 
so  often  diverted  me  very  agreeably,  and  for 
whom  I  have  as  great  a  value  as  yourself. 
But,  sir,  the  little  concern  you  shew  for  his 
death,  and  your  so  soon  forgetting  a  man  in 
whose  company  you  have  so  often  told  me 
j^ou  took  so  much  pleasure,  amazes  and  siu'- 
prises  me  ;  and  this  insensibility  seems  the 
greater,  by  the  deception  you  put  upon 
me  in  changing  his  death  for  that  of  my 
slave." 

The  caliph,  who  thought  that  he  was  per- 
fectly well  informed  of  the  death  of  the 
slave,  and  had  just  reason  to  believe  so,  be- 
cause ho  had  both  seen  and  heard  Abon 
Hassan,  fell  a  laughing,  and  shrugging  up 
his  shoulders,  to  hear  Zobeide  talk  after  this 
manner.  "Mesrour,"  said  he,  turning  him- 
self about  to  that  eunuch,  "what  do  you 
think  of  the  princess's  discourse?  Do  not 
women  sometimes  lose  their  senses?  for,  in 
short,  you  have  heard  and  seen  all  as  well  as 
myself."  Then  turning  about  to  Zobeide, 
"Madam,"  said  he,  "shed  no  more  tears 
for  Abon  Hassan,  for  I  can  assure  you  he  is 
well;  but  rather  bewail  the  death  of  your 
dear  slave.  It  is  not  many  moments  since 
her  husband  came  all  in  tears,  and  the  most 
inexpressible  affliction,  to  tell  me  of  the 
death  of  his  wife.  I  gave  him  a  purse  of  a 
hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  a  piece  of  bro- 
cade, to  comfort  him,  and  bmy  her  with; 
and  ^lesrour  here,  who  was  by,  can  tell  you 
the  same." 

The  princess  took  this  discourse  of  the 
caliph's  to  be  all  a  jest,  and  thought  he  had 
a  mind  to  impose  upon  her.  "Commander 
of  the  faithful,"  rephed  she,  "though  you 
are  iised  to  banter,  I  must  tell  you  this  is 
not  a  proper  time  for  it.  What  I  tell  you 
is  very  serious;  I  do  not  talk  of  my  slave's 
death,  but  of  Abon  Hassan,  her  husband's, 
whose  fate  I  bewail,  and  so  ought  you  too." 
' '  I,  madam, "  said  the  calijih,  putting  on  a 
grave  countenance,  "I  tell  you  without 
raillery  that  you  are  deceived ;  Nouzhatoul- 
^ouadat  is  dead,  and  Abon  Hassan  is  alive, 
and  in  perfect  health." 

Zobeide  was  very  much  piqued  at  this  dry 
answer  of  the  caliph.  "Commander  of  the 
faithful,"  reijlied  she,  smartly,  "God  pre- 
serve you  from  continuing  longer  in  this 
mistake  ;  surely  you  woidd  make  me  think 
your  mind  is  not  as  usual.  Give  me  leave 
to  repeat  to  you  once  more,  that  it  is  Abon 
Hassan  who  is  dead,  and  that  my  slave 
Nouzhatoul-iiouadat,  his  widow,  is  living. 
It  is  not  an  hour  ago  since  she  went  from 
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hence.  She  came  here  in  so  disconsolate  a 
state,  that  the  sight  of  her  was  euou'^h  to 
have  (ii-awn  tears  from  my  eyes,  if  she  had 
not  tohl  mc  her  aiiliction,  accomjoanied  with 
innumerahle  sighs.  All  my  women  who 
wei^t  with  me,  can  bear  me  witness,  and  tell 
you  also  that  I  made  her  a  present  of  a  hun- 
dred pieces  of  gold,  and  a  piece  of  brocade  ; 
and  the  grief  which  you  found  me  in  was 
upon  the  death  of  her  husband;  and  just 
that  instant  that  you  came  in,  I  was  going 
to  send  you  a  compliment  of  condolence." 

At  these  words  of  Zobeide,  the  cahph 
cried  out,  in  a  tit  of  laughter,  "This,  madam, 
is  a  strange  piece  of  obstinacy;  but,"  con- 
tinued he,  seriously,  "  you  may  depend  upon 
Nouzhatoul-aouadat's  being  dead."  "I  tell 
you,  no,  sir,"  rei)lied  Zobeide  instantly ;  "it 
is  Abon  Hassan  that  is  dead,  and  you  shall 
never  make  me  believe  otherwise." 

Upon  this  the  caliph's  anger  rose  in  his 
coimtenance.  He  sat  himself  upon  the  sofa, 
at  some  distance  from  the  jirincess,  and 
speaking  to  Mesrour,  said,  "Go  imme- 
diately, and  see  which  it  is,  and  bring  me 
word;  for  though  I  am  certain  that  it  is 
Nouzhatoid-^ouadat,  I  would  rather  take 
this  way  than  be  any  longer  obstinately 
positive  about  a  matter  which  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  of."  No  sooner  had  the 
caliph  commanded,  than  Mesrour  was  gone. 
"You  will  see,"  continued  he,  addressing 
himself  to  Zobeide,  "in  a  moment  which  of 
us  is  right."  "For  my  part,"  replied  Zo- 
beide, "T  know  very  well  that  I  am  in  the 
right,  and  you  wiU  find  it  to  be  Abon  Has- 
san." "And  for  myself,"  re])lied  the  caliph, 
"  I  am  so  sure  that  it  is  Nouzhatouiaouadat, 
that  I  will  lay  you  what  wager  you  will,  that 
Abon  Hassan  is  well." 

"  Do  not  thiidi  to  come  off  so,"  said  Zo- 
beide; "I  accept  your  Avager,  and  I  am  so 
well  persuaded  of  his  death,  that  I  wovdd 
willingly  lay  the  dearest  thing  in  the  world 
against  what  you  ■«■  ill,  though  it  were  of  less 
value.  You  know  what  I  have  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  what  I  value  most;  propose  the 
bet,  and  I  wiU  stand  to  it." 

"Since  it  is  come  to  that,"  said  the  caliph, 
"  I  will  lay  my  garden  of  pleasures  against 
your  palace  of  paintings,  though  the  one  is 
worth  much  more  than  the  other."  "  Is  the 
question  at  present,"  replied  Zobeide,  "if 
your  garden  is  more  valuable  than  my 
palace?  That  is  not  the  j^oint.  Y^ou  have 
made  choice  of  what  you  thought  fit  be- 
longing to  me,  as  an  equivalent  against  what 
you  lay ;  I  accept  the  wager,  and  will  not 
go  back;  I  take  God  to  witness."  The 
caliph  took  the  same  oath,  and  both  waited 
till  ^Mesrour  returned. 

While  the  caliph  and  Zobeide  were  dis- 
puting so  earnestly,  and  with  so  much 
warmth,  Abon  Hassan,  who  foresaw  their 
difference,  was  very  attentive  to  whatever 


might  happen.  As  soon  as  he  perceived 
Mesrour  through  a  ■i\indow,  against  which 
he  sat  talking  with  his  wife,  and  observed 
that  he  was  coming  directly  to  their  apart- 
ment, he  presently  guessed  what  he  was 
coming  about,  and  bid  liis  wife  make  haste 
to  act  the  dead  part  once  more,  as  they  had 
agreed  on,  without  loss  of  time;  in  short, 
they  were  so  pressed,  that  Abon  Hassan  had 
much  ado  to  wrap  up  his  wife,  and  lay  the 
piece  of  brocade  which  the  caliph  had  given 
him  upon  her,  before  ]SIesrour  came.  As 
soon  as  he  had  done  that,  he  opened  the 
door  of  his  apartment,  and  with  a  melan- 
choly, dejected  countenance,  and  his  hand- 
kerchief before  his  eyes,  went  and  sat  down 
at  the  head  of  the  pretended  deceased. 

Ey  that  time  he  was  seated,  Mesrour  came 
into  the  room.  The  dismal  sight  which  met 
his  eyes  gavu  him  a  secret  joy,  on  account  of 
the  errand  the  caliph  sent  him  on.  As  soon 
as  Abon  Hassan  jjerceived  him,  he  rose  \\\} 
to  meet  him,  and  kissing  his  hand  out  of  re- 
spect, said,  sigliing  and  groaning,  ' '  You  see 
me,  sir,  in  the  greatest  affliction  that  ever 
coidd  befall  me ;  the  death  of  my  dear  wife, 
Nouzhatoid-aouadat,  whom  you  honoured 
with  your  favours." 

Mesrour,  afiected  by  this  discourse,  coidd 
not  refuse  some  tears  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased.  He  lifted  up  the  cloth  a  little  at 
the  head,  which  was  uncovered,  and  peeping 
under  it,  let  it  down  again,  and  said,  with  a 
deej)  sigh,  "  There  is  no  other  god  but  God; 
we  must  all  submit  to  His  vnW,  and  every 
creature  must  return  to  Him.  Nouzhatoul- 
aouadat,  my  good  sister,"  added  he,  sighing, 
' '  thy  days  have  been  very  few :  God  have 
mercy  on  thee."  Then  tiu-ning  to  Abon 
Hassan,  who  was  aU  the  time  in  teai-s,  "We 
may  well  say,"  said  he,  "  that  women  some- 
times have  whims,  and  lose  their  senses  in  a 
most  unpardonable  maimer;  for  Zobeide, 
good  mistress  as  .she  is,  is  in  that  situation 
at  present :  she  will  maintain  to  the  calii>h 
that  you  are  dead,  and  not  your  wife  ;  and 
whatever  the  cahph  can  say  to  the  contrary, 
he  caunot  jiersuade  her  otherwise.  He  called 
me  to  witness  and  confirm  this  truth ;  for 
you  know  I  was  by  when  you  came  and  told 
him  the  sorrowful  news;  but  all  signifies 
nothing.  They  are  both  positive;  and  the 
caliph,  to  convince  Zobeide,  has  sent  me  to 
know  the  truth,  but  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  be- 
lieved ;  for  when  women  once  take  up  a 
thing,  they  are  not  to  be  beat  out  of  it." 

"  God  keep  the  commander  of  tlie  faith- 
ful in  the  jjossession  and  right  use  of  his 
senses,"  replied  Abon  Hassan,  still  sighing 
and  crying  ;  "  you  see  how  it  is,  aiid  that  I 
have  not  imposed  iipon  his  majesty.  And 
I  wish  to  heaven,"  continued  he,  "to  dis- 
semble the  better,  that  I  had  no  occasion  to 
teU  him  the  melancholy  and  affecting  new.s. 
Alas  !  I  cannot  enough  exjn-ess  my  irrepar' 
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al)lc  kiss."  "Tli;it  is  true,"  replied  Mes- 
rour,  "  and  I  can  assure  you  I  take  a  great 
share  in  yoiu-  affliction ;  but  you  must  be 
comforted,  and  not  abandon  yourself  to  your 
grief.  I  leave  you  with  reluctance,  to  re- 
turn to  the  caliph  ;  but  I  bet;  the  favour  of 
you  not  to  bury  the  corpse  till  I  come  again ; 
for  I  Avill  assist  at  the  interment,  and  ac- 
company it  with  my  prayers."  Mesrour 
went  to  give  an  account  of  his  message. 
Abon  Hassan  waited  on  him  to  the  door, 
and  told  him  that  he  did  not  deserve  the 
honour  that  he  intended  him ;  and  for  fear 
Mesrour  should  return  to  say  something 
else  to  him,  he  followed  him  with  his  eyes 
for  some  time,  and  when  he  saw  him  at  a 
distance,  returned  to  his  wife,  and  released 
her.  "This  is  already,"  said  he,  "anew 
scene  of  mirth,  but  I  fancy  it  will  not  be 
the  last ;  for  certainly  the  princess  Zobeide 
will  not  believe  Mesrour,  but  will  laugh  at 
him,  since  she  has  too  substantial  a  reason 
to  the  contraiy  ;  therefore  we  must  expect 
some  new  event. "  While  Abon  Hassan  was 
talking  thus,  Nouzhatoul-itouadat  had  time 
to  ])ut  on  her  clothes  again,  and  both  went 
anil  sat  down  on  a  sofa  opposite  to  the  win- 
dow, where  they  could  see  all  that  passed. 

In  the  meantime,  ISIesrour  reached  Zo- 
beide's  apartment,  and  going  into  her  closet 
laughing,  clapped  his  hands  like  one  who 
had  something  very  agreeable  to  tell. 

The  caliph,  who  Avas  naturally  impatient, 
would  presently  be  informed  of  the  truth  of 
the  matter,  for  he  was  piqued  a  little  at  the 
jirincess's  confidence  ;  therefore,  as  soon  as 
he  met  Mesrour,  "  Vile  slave,"  said  he,  "is 
this  a  time  to  laugh  ?  Why  do  not  you  tell 
me  which  is  dead,  the  husband  or  the  wife?  " 

"  Commander  of  the  faithful,"  answered 
Mesrour,  j^utting  on  a  serious  countenance, 
"  it  is  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  who  is  dead,  for 
the  loss  of  whom  Abon  Hassan  is  as  much 
afflicted  as  when  he  appeared  before  your 
majesty."  The  caliph,  not  giving  him  time 
to  pursue  his  story,  interrupted  him,  and 
cried  out,  laughing  heartily,  "  Good  news  ! 
Zobeide,  your  mistress,  was  a  moment  ago 
possessed  of  the  palace  of  paintings,  and 
now  it  is  mine.  She  staked  it  against  my 
garden  of  pleasm-es  since  you  went;  there- 
fore you  coidd  not  have  done  me  a  greater 
pleasure.  I  will  take  care  to  reward  you ; 
but  give  me  a  true  account  of  what  you 
saw." 

"  Commander  of  the  faithful,"  said  Mes- 
rour, "when  I  came  to  Abon  Hassan's  apart- 
ment, I  found  the  door  open,  and  he  was 
bewailing  the  death  of  his  wife  Nouzhatoul- 
aouadat.  He  sat  at  the  head  of  the  deceased, 
who  was  laid  out  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
with  her  feet  towards  Mecca,  and  was  covered 
with  that  piece  of  brocade  which  your  ma- 
jesty made  a  present  of  to  Abon  Hassan. 
After  I  had  expressed  the  share  T  took  iu 


this  grief,  I  went  and  liiLcd  up  the  pall  at 
the  head,  and  knew  Nouzhatoul-uouadat, 
though  her  face  was  very  much  swelled  and 
changed.  I  exhorted  Abon  Hassan  in  the 
best  maimer  I  could  to  be  comforted ;  and 
when  I  came  away,  I  told  him  I  would  at- 
tend at  his  wife's  funeral,  and  desired  him 
not  to  remove  the  corpse  till  I  came.  This 
is  all  T  can  tell  your  majesty."  "  I  ask  no 
more,"  said  the  calijih,  laughing  heartily, 
"  and  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  your 
exactness."  Then  addressing  himself  to  Zo- 
beide, "Well,  madam,"  said  he,  "have  you 
yet  anything  to  say  against  so  certain  a 
truth  ?  Will  you  always  believe  that  Nouz- 
hatoul-aouadat  is  alive,  and  that  Abon  Has- 
san is  dead  ?  And  will  you  not  own  that 
you  have  lost  your  wager  ?  " 

"  How,  sir,"  replied  Zobeide,  who  would 
not  believe  one  word  that  Mesrour  said, 
"do  you  think  that  I  i-egard  that  imj^er- 
tinent  fellow  of  a  slave,  who  knows  not 
what  he  says?  I  am  not  blind  or  mad. 
With  these  eyes  I  saw  Nouzhatoiil-aouadat 
in  the  greatest  affliction:  I  spoke  to  her 
myscK,  and  she  told  me  that  her  husband 
was  dead."  "  Madam,"  replied  Mesrour, 
"  I  swear  to  you  by  your  own  life,  and  that 
of  the  commander  of  the  faithful,  which  ai-e 
both  dear  to  me,  that  Nouzhatoid-aouadat 
is  dead,  and  Abon  Hassan  is  living." 

"Thou  liest,  base,  despicable  slave!"  said 
Zcbeide,  in  a  rage,  "and  I  wiU  confound  thee 
immediately ;  "  and  thereupon,  clapping  her 
hands  together,  she  called  her  women,  who 
all  came  in.  "  Come  hither,"  said  the  jjrin- 
cess  to  them,  "  and  speak  the  truth.  Who 
was  that  who  came  and  spoke  with  me  a  little 
before  the  caliph  came  here  ?'•  The  M'omen 
all  answered  that  it  was  poor  afflicted  Nouz- 
hatoul-aouadat.  "And  what,"  added  she, 
addi-essing  herself  to  her  that  was  treasurer, 
"  did  I  order  you  to  give  her  ?  "  "Madam," 
answered  the  treasurer,  "I  gave  Nouzha- 
toul-aouadat,  by  your  orders,  a  jmrse  of  a 
hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  a  piece  of  bro- 
cade, which  she  carried  away  with  her." 
"Well,  then,  sorry  slave,"  said  Zobeide  to 
Mesrour,  in  a  great  passion,  "  what  have 
you  to  say  to  all  this  ?  Whom  do  you  think 
now  I  ought  to  believe,  you  or  my  treasurer, 
my  other  women  or  myself?" 

Mesrour  did  not  want  for  arguments  to 
contradict  the  princess ;  but  as  he  was  afraid 
of  provt)king  her  too  much,  he  chose  rather 
to  be  silent,  though  he  was  satisfied  within 
himself  that  the  wife  was  dead,  and  not  the 
husband. 

All  the  time  of  this  dispute  between  Zo- 
beide and  ^Mesrour,  the  caliph,  who  heard 
the  evidence  on  both  sides,  which  each  party 
insisted  on,  and  was  persuaded  of  the  con- 
trary of  what  the  jirincess  said,  because  he 
had  himself  seen  and  spoken  to  Abon  Has- 
san, and  because  of  what  Mesrour  had  told 
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him,  laughed  heartily  to  see  Zobeide  so  ex- 
asperated acrainst  Mesrour.  "Madam,"  said 
he  to  Zobeide,  "once  more  I  repeat  that  I 
know  not  who  was  the  author  of  that  say- 
ing, '  That  women  sometimes  lose  their 
wits,'  but  I  am  sure  you  make  it  good. 
Mesrour  came  just  now  from  Abon  Hassan's, 
and  tells  us  that  he  sawNouzhatoul-aouadat 
lying  dead  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  Abon 
Hassan  aUve,  and  sitting  by  her ;  and  yet 
you  will  not  believe  this  evidence,  which 
nobody  can  reasonably  refuse.  I  cannot 
comprehend  this  conduct." 

Zobeide  would  uot  hear  what  the  calii)h 
represented.  ' '  Pardon  me,  commander  of  the 
faithful,"  replied  she,  "  if  I  suspect  you.  I 
see  very  well  that  you  have  contrived  with 
Mesrour  to  vex  me,  and  to  try  my  patience. 
And  as  I  perceive  that  his  report  was  con- 
certed between  you,  T  beg  leave  to  send  a 
person  to  Abon  Hassan's  to  know  whether 
or  not  I  am  in  the  wrong." 

The  caliph  consented,  and  the  princess 
charged  with  this  important  commission  an 
old  nurse,  who  had  lived  with  her  from  her 
infancy,  and  was  now  X)i'esent  among  the 
rest  of  her  women.  "Hark  ye,  nurse," 
said  she,  "you  see  my  dispute  with  the 
commander  of  the  faithful,  and  me  and 
Mesrour;  I  need  tell  you  no  more.  Go  to 
Abon  Hassan's,  or  rather  to  Nouzhatoul- 
aouadat's,  for  Abon  Hassan  is  dead,  and 
clear  up  this  matter  for  me.  If  you  bring 
me  good  news,  a  handsome  present  is  your 
reward;  make  haste,  and  return  immedi- 
ately." 

The  nurse  set  out,  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
caliph,  who  v.-as  delighted  to  see  Zobeide  in 
this  embarrassment ;  but  Mesrour,  extremely 
mortified  to  find  the  princess  so  angry  with 
him,  did  all  he  coidd  tf)  api)ease  her,  and  to 
make  her  and  the  caliph  both  satisfied  with 
him.  He  was  overjoyed  when  Zobeide  sent 
the  nurse ;  because  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  report  she  woiUd  make  M'oidd  agree  with 
his,  and  serve  to  justify  him,  and  restore 
\    him  to  her  favour. 

I        In   the    meantime,    Abon    Hassan,    who 
i    watched  the  window,   perceived  the  nurse 
'    at   a  distance,   and  guessing  that   she  was 
I    sent  by  Zobeide,  called  his  wife,  and   told 
her  that  the  princess's  nurse  was  coming  to 
!    know  the    truth.       "Therefore,"   said    he, 
i    "make  haste   and  lay   me  out."     Accord- 
ingly Xouzhatoul-aouadat  did  so,  and  covered 
him  with  the  piece  of  brocade  Zobeide  had 
given  her,  and  put  his  turban  upon  his  face. 
The  nurse,    eager  to  acquit  herself  of  her 
commission,  came  at  a  good  round  pace,  and 
entering  the  room,    perceived  Nouzhatoul- 
aouadat  all   in  tears,  her  hair  dishevelled, 
and  set  at  the  head  of  her  husband,  beating 
her  breast,  and  with  all  the  expressions  of 
violent  grief. 
'J'he    good    old    nurse   went    directly   to 


the  false  widow.  "My  dear  Nouzhatoul- 
aouadat,"  said  she,  with  a  sorrowful  face, 
"I  come  not  to  interrupt  your  grief  and 
tears  for  a  husband  whom  you  loved  so 
tenderly."  "Ah!  good  mother,"  replied 
the  counterfeit  widow,  "you  see  my  mis- 
fortune, and  how  unhappy  I  am  by  the  loss 
of  my  beloved  Abon  Hassan.  Abon  Hassan, 
my  dear  husband!"  cried  she,  "what  have 
I  done  that  you  should  leave  me  so  soon? 
Have  I  not  always  preferred  your  will  to  my 
own  ?  Alas !  what  will  become  of  poor 
Nouzhatoul-aouadat  ? " 

The  nurse  was  in  great  surprise  to  see 
everything  quite  the  reverse  cf  what  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs  had  told  the  caliph. 
"This  black-faced  Mesrour,"  cried  she,  lift- 
ing up  her  hands,  "deserves  to  be  con- 
founded for  having  made  so  great  a  differ- 
ence between  my  good  mistress  and  the 
commander  of  the  faithful,  by  the  noto- 
rious lie  he  told  them.  I  must  tell  you, 
daughter,"  said  she,  "the  wickedness  of  that 
villain  Mesrour,  who  has  asserted,  with  an 
inconceivaljle  imiiudence,  before  our  good 
mistress,  that  you  were  dead,  and  Abon 
Hassan  was  alive  ! " 

"Alas!  my  good  mother,"  cried  Nouz- 
hatoul-aouadat,  "I  wish  to  heaven  that  it 
was  true  !  I  should  not  be  in  this  sorrowful 
state,  nor  bewail  a  husband  so  dear  to  me  ! " 
At  these  words  she  burst  out  into  tears,  and 
by  her  redoubled  tears  and  cries  feigned 
most  desperate  sorrow. 

The  nurse  was  so  much  moved  by  her 
tears,  that  she  sat  down  by  her,  and  cried 
too.  Then  gently  lifting  up  the  tiu'ban  and 
cloth,  looked  on  the  face  of  the  corpse : 
"Ah!  poor  Abon  Hassan,"  she  cried,  cover- 
ing his  face  again,  "God  have  mercy  upon 
thee!  Adieu,  child,"  said  she  to  Nouz- 
hatoul-aouadat ;  "if  I  could  stay  longer 
with  you,  I  would  v/ith  all  my  heart ;  but 
T  am  obliged  to  return  immediately,  to  de- 
liver my  mistress  from  the  uneasiness  that 
black  villain  has  occasioned  her,  by  his  im- 
pudent lie,  assuring  her  with  an  oath  that 
you  was  dead." 

As  soon  as  the  nurse  was  gone,  and  had 
I)ulled  the  door  after  her,  and  Nouzhatoul- 
aouadat  thought  she  would  not  come  back 
again,  she  wiped  her  eyes,  and  released 
Abon  Hassan,  and  then  they  both  went  and 
sat  down  on  a  sofa  against  the  window,  ex- 
pecting what  would  be  the  end  of  this  trick, 
and  to  be  ready  to  act  according  as  things 
should  turn  out. 

The  nurse,  in  the  meantime,  made  all  the 
haste  she  could  to  Zobeide.  The  pleasure 
of  carrying  the  princess  good  news,  and  still 
more  the  hopes  of  a  good  reward,  added 
wings  to  her  feet,  and  running  into  the 
princess's  closet  quite  out  of  breath,  she 
gave  her  a  true  account  of  all  she  had  seen. 
Zobeide  hearkened  to  the  old  woman's  rela- 
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tioii  willi  a  most  sensible  pleasure;  and 
vlieu  she  had  done,  she  said,  witli  a  tone 
•which  shewed  she  had  won  hei-  cause,  "Re- 
]ieat  it  once  more  before  the  caliph,  who 
looks  upon  us  all  to  be  fools,  and  would 
make  us  believe  wo  have  no  sense  of  reli- 
gion, nor  feai'  of  God ;  and  tell  your  story 
to  that  wicked  black  slave,  who  had  the  in- 
solence to  assert  a  falsity,  though  I  knew  it 
to  be  one." 

ISIesrour,  who  expected  the  nurse's  report 
■would  prove  favourable  on  his  side,  was 
very  much  mortified  to  lind  it  so  much  the 
contrary.  He  was  also  vexed  at  the  anger 
Zobeide  expressed  agamst  him,  for  a  thing 
•which  he  thought  himself  surer  of  than  any- 
body, that  he  was  glad  of  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  his  mind  freely  to  the 
nurse,  which  he  durst  not  do  to  the  princess. 
"Old  toothless,"  said  he  to  the  nurse,  "you 
are  a  liar,  and  there  is  no  truth  in  what  you 
say;  for  I  saw  with  my  own  eyes  Nouz- 
hatoul-^ouadat  laid  out  in  the  middle  of  the 
room." 

"You  are  a  notorious  liar  yourself,"  re- 
plied the  nurse,  with  an  insulting  air,  "to 
dare  to  maintain  so  great  a  falsity  before  my 
face,  who  am  just  come  from  seeing  Abon 
Hassan  dead,  and  laid  out,  and  left  his  wife 
alive."  "I  am  not  an  impostor,"  rejilied 
Mesrour ;  "it  is  you  who  endeavour  to  lead 
us  all  into  error." 

"What  impudence,"  said  the  nurse,  "to 
dare  to  tell  me  I  lie  in  the  presence  of  their 
majesties,  when  I  saw  just  now  with  my 
own  eyes  the  fact  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  tell  them."  "Indeed,  nurse,"  answered 
Mesrour  again,  "you  had  better  hold  your 
tongue,  for  you  certainly  doat." 

Zobeide,  Avho  could  not  support  this  want 
of  respect  in  Mesrour,  who,  without  any 
regard  to  her,  treated  her  nurse  so  injuri- 
ously in  her  presence,  without  giving  the 
nurse  time  to  reply  to  so  gross  an  affront, 
said  to  the  caliph,  "  Commander  of  the  faith- 
fid,  I  demand  justice  for  this  insolence  to  us 
both."  fShe  was  so  enraged  she  could  say  no 
more,  but  burst  into  tears. 

The  caliph,  who  had  heard  all  this  dis- 
pute, thought  it  very  intricate.  He  mused 
some  time,  and  could  not  tell  what  to  think 
of  so  many  contradictions.  The  iirincess, 
for  her  part,  as  well  as  Mesrour,  the  nurse, 
and  all  the  women  slaves  who  were  present, 
were  as  much  puzzled,  and  remained  silent. 
At  last  the  caliph  resumed  the  business,  and 
addressing  himself  to  Zobeide,  said,  "I  see 
very  well  we  are  all  liars  :  myself  first,  and 
then  you,  Mesrour,  and  you,  nurse  ;  or  at 
least  it  seems  not  one  can  be  believed  more 
than  the  other ;  therefore  let  us  go  ourselves 
to  know  the  truth,  for  I  can  see  no  other  way 
to  clear  up  these  doubts." 

80  saying,  the  caliph  rose  up,  the  prin- 
cess followed  him,  and  ^Mesrour  went  before 


to  open  the  doors.  "Commander  of  the 
faithful,"  said  he,  "I  am  overjoyed  that  your 
majesty  has  taken  this  course  ;  and  shall  be 
much  more,  when  I  shall  make  it  plainly 
appear  to  the  nurse,  not  that  she  doats, 
since  the  expression  is  unfortunately  dis- 
pleasing to  my  good  mistress,  but  that  her 
report  is  not  true." 

The  nurse  wanted  not  a  reply.  "Hold 
your  tongue,  black  face,"  said  she;  "you 
doat  yourself." 

Zobeide,  who  was  very  much  provoked  at 
Mesrour,  could  not  bear  to  hear  him  attack 
her  nurse  again,  without  taking  her  jiart : 
"Vile  slave,"  said  she,  "say  what  you  will, 
I  maintain  my  nurse  says  the  truth,  and  look 
upon  you  as  a  mere  liar."  "Madam,"  re- 
j)lied  Mesrour,  "if  nurse  is  so  very  certain 
that  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  is  ahve,  and  Abon 
Hassan  is  dead,  I  will  lay  her  what  she  dares 
of  it."  The  nurse  was  as  ready  as  he  :  "I 
dare,"  said  she,  "take  you  at  your  word; 
let  us  see  if  you  dare  unsay  it."  Mesrour 
stood  to  his  word ;  and  they  laid  a  piece  of 
gold  brocade  with  silver  flowers  before  the 
caliph  and  the  princess. 

The  apartment  the  caliph  and  Zobeide 
came  out  of,  though  distant  from  Abon 
Hassan's,  was  nevertheless  just  over  against 
it,  and  Abon  Hassan  could  perceive  them 
coming,  and  told  his  wife  he  was  very  much 
mistaken  if  the  caliph  and  Zobeide,  preceded 
by  Mesrour,  and  followed  by  a  great  number 
of  women,  were  not  coming  to  do  them  the 
honour  of  a  visit.  She  looked  through  a 
lattice,  and  saw  them.  Thoiigh  her  husband 
told  her  beforehand,  she  seemed  frightened, 
and  cried  out,  "What  shall  we  do?  we  are 
ruined."  "Fear  nothing,"  replied  Abon 
Hassan ;  "  have  you  forgot  already  what  we 
agreed  on?  We  will  both  feign  ourselves 
dead,  and  you  shall  see  all  will  go  well.  At 
the  slow  rate  they  come,  we  shall  be  ready 
before  they  get  to  the  door.  Accordingly, 
Abon  Hassan  and  his  wife  wrapped  up 
and  covered  themselves  with  the  pieces 
of  brocade,  and  waited  patiently  for  their 
visitors. 

Mesrour,  who  came  first,  opened  the  door, 
and  the  caliph  and  Zobeide,  followed  by 
their  attendants,  entered  the  room,  but 
were  extremely  surprised,  and  stood  mo- 
tionless, at  the  dismal  sight  which  presented 
itself  to  their  view,  not  knowing  what  to 
make  of  it.  At  last,  Zobeide,  breaking  si- 
lence, said  to  the  caliph,  "Alas!  they  are 
both  dead!  You  have  done  so  much,"  con- 
tinued she,  looking  at  the  caliph  and  Mes- 
rour, "to  endeavour  to  make  me  believe  that 
my  dear  slave  was  dead,  that  I  find  it  is  true 
at  last :  grief  for  losing  her  husband  has 
certainly  killed  her."  "Say  rather,  madam," 
answered  the  caliph,  prepossessed  to  the  con- 
trary, "that  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  died  lirst, 
and  the  afllicted  Abon  Hassan  sank  under 
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his  grief,  and  could  not  survive  his  dear 
■wife ;  you  ought,  therefore,  to  agree  that 
you  have  lost  your  Avager,  and  your  palace 
of  paintings  is  mine." 

"Hold  there,"  answered  Zobeide,  •warmed 
at  being  contradicted  by  the  caliph ;  "I  will 
maintain  it,  you  have  lost  your  garden  of 
pleasures  to  me.  Abon  Hassan  died  first ; 
since  my  nurse  told  you,  as  well  as  me,  that 
she  saw  her  alive,  and  crying  for  the  death 
of  her  husband." 

The  dispute  of  the  caliph  and  Zobeide 
brought  on  another  between  Mesrour  and 
the  nurse,  who  had  wagered  as  well  as  they, 
and  each  pretended  to  Avin,  and  came  at  last 
to  abuse  each  other  very  grossly. 

At  last  the  caliph,  reflecting  on  what  had 
passed,  began  to  think  that  Zobeide  had  as 
much  reason  as  himself  to  maintain  that  she 
had  won.  In  this  embarrassment  of  not 
being  able  to  find  out  the  truth,  he  ad- 
vanced towards  the  two  corpses,  and  sat 
down  at  the  head,  searching  after  some  ex- 
pedient that  might  gain  him  the  victory  over 
Zobeide.  "I  swear,"  cried  he,  presently 
after,  "by  the  holy  name  of  God,  that  I 
will  give  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  to  him 
that  can  tell  me  which  of  these  two  died 
first." 

No  sooner  were  these  words  out  of  the 
caliph's  mouth,  but  he  heard  a  voice  imder 
Abon  Hassan's  piece  of  brocade  say,  "Com- 
mander of  the  faithful,  I  died  first ;  give  me 
the  thousand  pieces  of  gold."  At  the  same 
time  he  saw  Abon  Hassan  throw  off  the  piece 
of  brocade,  and  come  and  prostrate  himself 
at  his  feet,  while  his  wife  did  the  same  to 
Zobeide,  keeping  on  her  piece  of  brocade 
out  of  decency.  The  princess  at  first 
shrieked  out,  so  that  she  frightened  all 
about  her ;  but,  recovering  herself  at  last, 
expressed  great  joy  to  see  her  dear  slave 
rise  again,  just  when  she  was  almost  in- 
consolable at  having  seen  her  dead.  "Ah! 
wicked  Nouzhatoul  -  fioxiadat, "  cried  she, 
"what  have  I  suffered  for  your  sake? 
However,  I  forgive  you  from  my  heart, 
since  you  are  not  dead." 

The  caliph,  for  his  part,  was  not  so  much 
surpiised  when  he  heard  Abon  Hassan's 
voice ;  but  thought  he  should  have  died 
with  laughing  at  this  unravelling  of  the 
mj'stery,  and  to  hear  Abon  Hassan  ask  so 
seriously  for  the  thousand  pieces  of  gold. 
"  What !  Abon  Hassan,"  said  he,  continuing 
to  laugh  aloud,  "hast  thou  conspired  against 
my  life,  to  kill  me  a  second  time  with 
laughing?  How  came  this  thought  into 
your  head,  to  surprise  Zobeide  and  me  thus, 
when  w-e  least  thought  of  sxich  a  trick  ?" 

"Commander  of  the  faithful,"  replied 
Abon  Hassan,  "  I  will  declare  to  your  ma- 
jesty the  whole  truth  without  the  least  re- 
serve. Your  majesty  knows  very  well  that 
I  always  loved  to  eat  and  drink  well,  and 


the  wife  you  gave  me  rather  increased  than 
restrained  that  inclination.  With  these  dis- 
positions your  majesty  may  easily  sujipose 
we  might  spend  a  good  estate  ;  and  to  make 
short  of  my  story,  we  were  not  in  the  least 
sparing  of  what  your  majesty  so  generously 
gave  us.  This  morning,  accotinting  with 
our  caterer,  who  took  care  to  provide  every- 
thing for  us,  and  paying  what  we  owed  him, 
we  found  we  had  nothing  left.  Then  reflec- 
tions on  what  was  past,  and  resolutions  to 
manage  better  for  the  future,  crowded  into 
our  thoughts ;  we  formed  a  thousand  pro- 
jects, all  which  we  rejected.  At  last,  the 
shame  of  seeing  ourselves  reduced  to  so  low 
a  condition,  and  not  daring  to  tell  your  ma- 
jesty, made  us  contrive  this  trick  to  relieve 
our  necessities,  and  to  divert  you  with  it, 
which  we  hope  your  majesty  will  be  pleased 
to  pardon  us." 

The  caliph  and  Zobeide  were  very  well 
satisfied  with  Abon  Hassan's  sincerity,  and 
not  sorry  for  what  was  done  ;  and  then  Zo- 
beide, who  had  all  along  been  very  serious, 
began  to  laugh  at  the  thoughts  of  Abon 
Hassan's  scheme.  The  caliph,  who  had  not 
ceased  laughing  at  the  singularity  of  this 
adventure,  rising  up,  said  to  Abon  Hassan 
and  his  wife,  "  Follow  me  ;  I  will  give  you 
the  thousand  pieces  of  gold  I  promised  you, 
for  joy  to  find  you  are  not  dead."  Zobeide 
desired  him  to  let  her  make  her  slave  a  pre- 
sent of  the  same  sum,  for  the  same  reason. 
By  this  means  Abon  Hassan  and  his  dear 
wife  Nouzhatoulaouadat  long  i)reserved  the 
favour  of  the  caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  and 
the  princess  Zobeide,  and  by  their  lilje- 
ralities  were  made  capable  of  pursiiing  their 
pleasures. 

THE  STORY  OF  ALADDIN  ;  OE,  THE  WONDERFUL 
LAMP. 

In  the  capital  of  one  of  the  large  and  rich 
provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  China,  the 
name  of  which  I  do  not  recollect,  there  lived 
a  tailor,  whose  name  was  Mustapha,  with- 
out any  other  distinction  but  that  which  his 
profession  afforded  him,  and  so  poor,  that 
he  could  hardly,  by  his  daily  labour,  main- 
tain himself  and  family,  wliich  consisted  of 
a  wife  and  son. 

His  son,  who  was  called  Aladdin,  had 
been  brought  up  after  a  very  careless  and 
idle  manner,  and  by  that  means  had  con- 
tracted many  vicious  habits.  He  was  wick- 
ed, obstinate,  and  disobedient  to  his  father 
and  mother,  who,  when  he  grew  up,  could 
not  keep  him  within  doors ;  but  be  would 
go  out  early  in  the  morning,  and  stay  out 
all  day,  playing  in  the  streets  and  iiublic 
places  with  little  vagabonds  of  his  own  age. 

When  he  was  old  enough  to  learn  a  trade, 
his  father,  not  being  able  to  put  him  out  to 
any  other,  took  him  into  his  own  shop,  and 
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shewed  him  how  to  nse  his  needle  ;  but 
neither  good  words  nor  the  fear  of  chastise- 
ment were  capable  of  fixing  his  lively  genius. 
All  that  his  father  could  do  to  keep  him  at 
home  to  mind  his  work  was  in  vain ;  for  no 
sooner  was  his  back  turned,  but  Aladdin 
•was  gone  for  that  day.  Mustapha  chastised 
him,  but  Aladdin  was  incorrigible  ;  and  his 
father,  to  his  great  grief,  was  forced  to 
abandon  him  to  his  libertinism  ;  and  was  so 
much  troubled  at  not  being  able  to  reclaim 
him,  that  it  threw  him  into  a  tit  of  sickness, 
of  which  he  died  in  a  few  mouths. 

The  mother  of  Aladtlin,  finding  that  her 
son  would  not  follow  his  father's  business, 
shut  up  the  shop,  sold  oif  the  implements  of 
that  trade,  and  with  the  money  she  got  for 
them,  and  what  she  could  get  by  spinning 
cotton,  thought  to  maintain  herself  and  her 
son. 

Aladdin,  who  was  now  no  longer  re- 
sti'ained  by  the  fear  of  a  father,  and  who 
cared  so  little  for  his  mother,  that  whenever 
she  chid  him  he  would  fly  in  her  face,  gave 
himself  entirely  over  to  dissipation,  and  was 
never  out  of  the  streets  from  his  companions. 
This  course  he  followed  till  he  was  fifteen 
yeai'S  old,  without  giving  his  mind  to  any 
thing  whatever,  or  the  least  reflection  on 
what  would  become  of  him.  In  this  situa- 
tion, as  he  was  one  day  playing  according  to 
custom,  in  the  street,  with  his  vagabond 
troop,  a  stranger  passing  by  stood  still  to 
observe  him. 

This  stranger  was  a  famous  magician, 
called  by  the  writer  of  this  story  the  African 
^Magician  ;  and  by  that  name  1  shall  caU  him 
with  the  more  propriety,  as  he  was  a  native 
of  Africa,  and  had  been  but  two  days  come 
from  thence. 

Whether  the  African  magician,  who  was 
a  good  physiognomist,  had  observed  in 
Aladdin's  countenance  something  which  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the 
design  he  came  about,  he  inqiiired  artfully 
about  his  family,  who  he  was,  and  what 
we-C  his  inclinations ;  and  when  he  had 
learned  all  he  desired  to  know,  he  went  up 
to  him,  and  taking  him  aside  from  his  com- 
rades, said  to  him,  "  Child,  was  not  your 
father  called  Mustapha  the  tailor  ?" — "  Yes, 
sir,"  answered  Aladdin,  "but  he  has  been 
dead  a  long  time." 

At  these  words,  the  African  magician 
threw  his  arms  about  Aladdin's  neck,  and 
kissed  him  several  times  with  tears  in  his 
eyes.  Aladdin,  who  observed  his  tears, 
asked  him.  What  made  him  weep  ?  "Alas  ! 
my  son,"  cried  the  African  magician,  with  a 
sigh,  "how  can  I  forbear?  I  am  your 
uncle ;  your  good  father  was  my  own  bro- 
ther. I  have  been  a  great  many  years 
abroad  travelling,  and  now  I  am  come  home 
with  the  hopes  of  seeing  him,  you  tell  me 
he  is  dead.     I  assure  you  it  is  a  sensible 


grief  to  me  to  be  deprived  of  the  comfort  1 
expected.  But  it  is  some  relief  to  my  affec- 
tion, that  as  far  as  T  can  remember  him,  I 
knew  you  at  first  sight,  you  are  so  like  him  ; 
and  J.  see  I  am  not  deceived."  Then  he 
asked  Aladdin,  putting  his  hand  into  his 
purse,  where  his  mother  lived ;  and  as  soon 
as  Aladdin  had  infoi'med  him,  he  gave  him  a 
handful  of  small  money,  saying  to  him, 
"  Go,  my  son,  to  your  mother,  give  my  love 
to  her,  and  teU  her  that  I  will  come  and  see 
her  to-morrow,  if  I  have  time,  that  I  may 
have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  where  my 
good  brother  lived  so  long,  and  ended  his 
days." 

As  soon  as  the  African  magician  left  his 
new-adopted  nephew,  Aladdin  ran  to  his 
mother,  overjoyed  at  the  money  his  uncle 
had  given  him.  "  Mother,"  said  he,  "have 
I  an  uncle?"  "No,  child,"  replied  his 
mother,  "you  have  no  imcle  by  your  father's 
side  or  mine."  "I  am  just  now  come," 
answered  AJaddin,  "from  a  man  who  says 
he  is  my  uncle  by  my  father's  side,  assuring 
me  that  he  is  his  brother.  He  cried  and 
kissed  me  when  I  told  him  my  father  was 
dead ;  and  to  shew  you  that  what  I  tell  you 
is  truth,"  added  he,  pidling  out  the  money, 
"see  what  he  has  given  me;  he  charged 
me  to  give  his  love  to  you,  and  to  tell  you, 
if  he  has  any  time  to-morrow,  he  will  come 
and  pay  you  a  visit,  that  he  may  see  at  the 
same  time  the  house  my  father  lived  and 
died  in."  "Indeed,  child,"  replied  the 
mother,  "  your  father  had  a  brother,  but  he 
has  been  dead  a  long  time,  and  I  never  heard 
of  another." 

The  mother  and  son  talked  no  more  then 
of  the  African  magician  ;  but  the  next  day 
Aladdin's  uncle  found  him  playing  in  an- 
other part  of  the  town  with  other  children, 
and  embracing  him  as  before,  put  two 
pieces  of  gold  into  his  hand,  and  said  to 
him,  "  Carry  this,  child,  to  your  mother, 
and  tell  her  that  I  wiU  come  and  see  her  to- 
night, and  bid  her  get  us  something  for 
supper  ;  but  first  shew  me  the  house  where 
you  live." 

After  Aladdin  had  shewed  the  African 
magician  the  house,  he  carried  the  two 
pieces  of  gold  to  his  mother,  and  when  he 
had  told  her  of  his  uncle's  intention,  she 
went  out  and  bought  provisions ;  and  con- 
sidering she  wanted  varioiis  vessels,  she 
went  and  borrowed  them  of  her  neighbours. 
She  spent  the  whole  day  in  preparing  the 
supper;  and  at  night,  when  it  was  ready, 
she  said  to  Aladdin,  "  Perhaps  your  uncle 
knows  not  how  to  find  our  house,  go  and 
see  for  him,  and  bring  him  if  you  meet  with 
him." 

Though  Aladdin  had  shewed  the  magician 
the  house,  he  was  very  ready  to  go,  when 
somebody  knocked  at  the  door,  which 
Aladdin  immediately  opened ;  and  the  ma- 
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giciau  cauie  in,  loaded  with  wine  and  all 
sorts  of  fruits,  wliicli  he  brought  for  a 
dessert. 

After  the  African  magician  had  given 
•what  he  brought  into  Aladdin's  hands,  he 
saluted  his  mother,  and  desired  her  to  shew 
him  the  place  where  his  brother  Mustajilia 
used  to  sit  on  the  sofa ;  and  when  she  had 
so  done,  he  presently  fell  down  and  kissed 
it  several  times,  crying  out  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  ' '  My  poor  brother  !  how  unhappy  am 
I,  not  to  have  come  soon  enough  to  give  you 
one  last  embrace  ! "  Aladdin's  mother  de- 
sired him  to  sit  down  in  tJie  same  jilace,  but 
he  would  not.  "  No,"  said  he,  "  I  shall 
take  care  how  I  do  that ;  but  give  me  leave 
to  sit  here  over  against  it,  that  if  I  am  de- 
prived of  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
master  of  a  family  so  dear  to  me,  I  may  at 
least  have  the  pleasure  of  seein'j;  the  place 
where  he  used  to  sit."  Aladdin's  mother 
l^ressed  him  no  farther,  but  left  him  at  his 
liberty  to  sit  where  he  pleased. 

When  the  magician  had  made  choice  of  a 
place,  and  sat  down,  he  began  to  enter  into 
discourse  with  Aladdin's  mother.  "  My 
good  sister,"  said  he,  "do  not  be  surprised 
at  your  never  having  seen  me  all  the  time 
you  have  been  married  to  my  brother,  Mus- 
tapha,  of  happy  memory.  I  have  been  forty 
years  absent  from  this  country,  which  is  my 
native  place,  as  well  as  my  late  brother's; 
and  diuring  that  time  have  travelled  into  the 
Indies,  Persia,  Arabia,  Syria,  and  Egy^it,  and 
have  resided  in  the  finest  towns  of  those 
countries,  and  afterwards  crossed  over  into 
Africa,  where  I  made  a  longer  stay.  At  last, 
as  it  is  natural  for  a  man,  how  distant  soever 
it  may  be,  to  remember  his  native  country, 
relations,  and  acquaintance,  I  was  very  de- 
sirous to  see  mine  again,  and  to  embrace  my 
dear  brother;  and  finding  I  had  strength 
and  courage  enough  to  undertake  so  long  a 
journey,  I  immediately  made  the  necessary 
preparations  for  it,  and  set  out.  I  will  not 
tell  you  the  length  of  time  it  took  me,  all 
the  obstacles  I  met  with,  and  what  fatigues 
I  have  endured,  to  cuine  Iiitlier ;  but  no- 
thing ever  mortified  and  afHicted  me  so 
much  as  the  hearing  of  my  brother's  death, 
for  whom  I  always  had  a  brotherly  love  and 
friendship.  I  observed  his  features  in  the 
face  of  my  nephew,  your  son,  and  distin- 
guished him  from  a  number  of  children  with 
whom  he  was  at  play  ;  he  can  tell  you  how 
I  received  the  most  melancholy  news  that 
ever  reached  my  ears.  But  God  be  praised 
I  for  all  things  !  it  is  a  comfort  to  me  to  find 
j  him  again  in  a  son,  who  has  his  most  re- 
j  markable  features." 

j  The  African  magician,  perceiving  that 
!  Aladdin's  mother  began  to  weep  at  the  re- 
I  membrance  of  her  husband,  changed  the 
j  discourse,  and  turning  towards  Aladdin, 
asked  him  his  name.      "I  am  called  Alad- 


din," said  he.  ' '  Well,  Aladdin, "  replied  the 
magician,  "what  business  do  you  foUovr  ? 
Are  you  of  any  trade  ?" 

At  this  question  Aladdin  hung  down  his 
head,  and  was  not  a  little  dashed  when  his 
mother  made  answer,  "Aladdin  is  an  idle 
fellow  ;  his  father,  when  alive,  strove  all  he 
could  to  teach  him  his  trade,  but  could  not 
succeed  ;  and  since  his  death,  notwithstand- 
ing all  I  can  say  to  him.  he  does  nothing 
but  idle  away  his  time  in  the  streets,  as  you 
saw  him,  without  considering  he  is  no  longer 
a  child  ;  and  if  you  do  not  make  him 
ashamed  of  it,  and  make  him  leave  it  off,  I 
despair  of  his  ever  coming  to  any  good.  He 
knows  that  his  father  left  him  no  fortime, 
and  sees  me  endeavour  to  get  bread  by 
spinning  cotton  every  day  ;  for  my  part,  I 
am  resolved,  one  of  these  days,  to  turn  him 
out  of  doors,  and  let  him  provide  for  him- 
self." 

After  these  words,  Aladdin's  mother  burst 
out  into  tears  ;  and  the  magician  said, 
"  This  is  not  well,  nephew  ;  you  must  think 
of  helpmg  yourself,  and  getting  your  liveli- 
hood. There  are  a  great  many  sorts  of 
trades  ;  consider  if  you  have  not  an  incli- 
nation to  some  of  them ;  perhaps  you  did 
not  like  your  father's  trade,  and  would  pre- 
fer another:  come,  do  not  disguise  your 
sentiments  from  me;  I  will  endeavour  to 
help  you."  But  finding  that  Aladdin  re- 
turned no  answer, — "  If  you  have  no  mind," 
continued  he,  "to  learn  any  trade,  and 
prove  an  honest  man,  I  will  take  a  shop  for 
you,  and  furnish  it  with  all  sorts  of  fine 
stuffs  and  linens,  and  set  you  to  trade  with 
them  ;  and  with  the  money  you  make  with 
them,  lay  in  fresh  goods,  and  then  you  will 
live  after  an  honourable  way.  Consult  your 
own  inclination,  and  tell  me  freely  what  you 
think  of  it :  you  shall  always  find  me  ready 
to  keep  my  word." 

This  proposal  greatly  flattered  Aladdin, 
who  mortally  hated  work,  and  had  sense 
enough  to  know  that  such  sort  of  shops  were 
very  much  esteemed  and  frequented,  and 
the  owners  honoured  and  respected.  He 
told  the  magician  he  had  a  greater  inclina- 
tion to  that  business  than  to  any  other,  and 
that  he  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  him 
all  his  life  for  his  kindness.  ' '  Since  this 
profession  is  agreeable  to  you,"  said  the  Afri- 
can magician,  "  I  will  carry  you  along  with 
me  to-morrow,  and  clothe  you  as  richly  and 
handsomely  as  the  best  merchants  in  the 
city,  and  after  that  we  wUl  think  of  opening 
a  shop  as  I  mean.  " 

Aladdin's  mother,  who  never  till  then 
could  beheve  that  the  magician  was  her 
husband's  brother,  no  longer  doubted  it  after 
his  promises  of  kindness  to  her  son.  She 
thanked  him  for  his  good  intentions  ;  and 
after  having  exhorted  Aladdin  to  render 
himself  M'orthy  of  his  uncle's  favour  by  his 
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{j;i)od  bcluiviour,  served  uj)  supper,  at  which 
they  talked  of  sevei-al  iudiirereiit  matters  ; 
and  theu  the  magician,  who  saw  that  the 
night  was  pretty  far  advanced,  took  his  leave 
of  the  mother  and  snn,  and  retired. 

He  came  again  the  next  day,  as  he  pro- 
mised, and  took  Aladdin  along  with  him  to 
a  great  merchant,  who  sold  all  sorts  of 
clothes  for  dilTerent  ages  and  ranks  ready 
made,  and  a  variety  of  tine  stuffs.  He  asked 
to  see  some  that  suited  Aladdin  in  size  ;  and 
after  choosing  a  suit  which  he  liked  best, 
and  rejecting  others  whieli  he  did  not  think 
handsome  enough,  he  bid  Aladdin  choose 
those  he  preferred.  Aladdin,  charmed  with 
the  liberality  of  his  new  uncle,  made  choice 
of  one,  and  the  magician  immediately  bought 
it,  and  all  things  proper  to  it,  and  paid  for  it 
without  haggling. 

When  Aladdin  found  himself  so  hand- 
somely equipped  from  toj)  to  toe,  he  re- 
turned his  uncle  all  imaginable  thanks  ; 
who,  on  the  other  hand,  promised  never  to 
forsake  him,  but  always  to  take  him  along 
with  him  ;  which  he  did  to  the  most  fre- 
quented i>laces  in  the  city,  and  particularly 
where  the  capital  merchants  kept  their  shops. 
When  he  brought  him  into  the  street  where 
they  sold  the  richest  stuii's,  and  finest  linens, 
he  said  to  Aladdin,  "As  you  are  soon  to  be 
a  merchant  as  well  as  these,  it  is  proper  you 
should  frequent  these  shops,  and  be  acquaint- 
ed with  them.''  Then  he  shewed  him  the 
laj-gest  and  finest  mosques,  and  carried  him 
to  the  khans  or  inns  where  the  merchants 
and  travellers  lodged,  and  afterwards  to  the 
sultan's  palace,  where  he  had  free  access  ; 
and  at  last  brought  him  to  his  own  khan, 
where,  meeting  with  some  merchants  he 
had  got  acquainted  with  since  his  arrival, 
he  gave  them  a  treat,  to  bring  them  and  his 
pretended  nephew  acquainted. 

This  treat  lasted  till  night,  when  Aladdin 
would  have  taken  his  leave  of  his  uncle  to 
go  home,  but  the  magician  would  not  let 
him  go  by  himself,  but  conducted  him  safe 
to  his  mothei",  who,  as  soon  as  she  saw  him 
so  finely  dressed,  was  transported  with  joy, 
and  bestowed  a  thousand  blessings  upon  the 
magician  for  being  at  so  gi'eat  an  expense 
upon  her  child.  "Generous  relation,"  said 
she,  "I  know  not  how  to  thank  you  for 
your  liberality.  I  know  that  my  son  is  not 
deserving  of  your  favours  ;  and  was  he  never 
so  grateful,  and  answered  your  good  inten- 
tions, he  would  be  unworthy  of  them.  For 
my  part,"  added  she,  "  I  thank  you  with  all 
my  soul,  and  wish  you  may  live  long  enough 
to  be  a  witness  of  my  son's  gratitude,  which 
he  cannot  better  shew  than  by  regulating  his 
conduct  by  your  good  advice.'' 

"Aladdin,"  replied  the  magician,  "is  a 
good  boy,  and  minds  well  enough,  and  I  be- 
lieve we  shall  do  very  well ;  but  I  am  sorry 
for  one  thing,  which  is,  that  I  cannot  per- 


form to-morrow  what  I  promised,  because  it 
is  Friday,  and  the  slioi)S  will  be  shut  up, 
and  theref(HO  we  cannot  hire  or  furnish  one, 
but  let  it  alone  till  Saturday.  But  I  will 
call  on  him  to-morrow,  and  take  him  to 
walk  in  the  gardens,  where  peo[)le  of  the 
best  fashion  generally  walk.  Perhaps  he 
has  never  seen  these  amusements,  he  has 
only  hitherto  been  among  children  ;  but  now 
he  must  see  men."  Then  the  African  magi- 
cian took  his  leave  of  the  mother  and  the 
son,  and  retired.  Aladdin,  who  was  over- 
joyed to  be  so  well  clothed,  anticipated  the 
l)leasure  of  walking  in  the  gardens  which 
lay  about  the  town.  He  had  never  been  out 
of  the  town,  nor  seen  the  environs,  which 
were  very  beautiful  and  pleasant. 

Aladdin  rose  early  the  next  morning  and 
dressed  himself,  to  be  ready  against  his 
uncle  calling  on  him ;  and  after  he  had  waited 
some  time,  he  began  to  be  impatient,  and 
stood  watching  for  him  at  the  door  ;  but  as 
soon  as  he  perceived  him  coming,  he  told 
his  mother,  took  his  leave  of  her,  and  ran  to 
meet  him. 

The  magician  caressed  Aladdin  when  he 
came  to  him.  "  Come  along,  my  dear  child," 
said  he,  "  and  I  will  shew  you  line  things." 
Then  he  led  him  out  at  one  of  the  gates  of 
the  city,  to  some  large  fine  houses,  or  rather 
palaces,  to  each  of  which  belonged  beautiful 
gardens,  into  which  anybody  might  go.  At 
every  house  he  came  to,  he  asked  Aladdin  if 
he  did  not  think  it  fine ;  and  Aladdin  was 
ready  to  answer  when  any  one  presented  it- 
self, ci-ying  out,  "  Here  is  a  liner  house, 
uncle,  than  any  we  have  seen  yet."  By  this 
artifice  the  cunning  magician  got  Aladdin  a 
pretty  way  into  the  country  ;  and  as  he  had 
a  mind  to  carry  him  farther,  to  execute  his 
design,  he  took  an  opportunity  to  sit  down 
in  one  of  the  gardens  by  a  fountain  of  clear 
water,  which  discharged  itself  by  a  lion's 
mouth  of  bronze  into  a  great  basin,  pretend- 
ing to  be  tired,  the  better  to  rest  Aladdin. 
"Come,  nephew,"  said  he,  "you  must  be 
weary  as  well  as  me ;  let  us  rest  ourselves, 
and  we  shall  be  better  able  to  walk." 

After  they  had  sat  down,  the  magician 
pulled  from  his  girdle  a  handkerchief  with 
cakes  and  fruit,  which  he  had  ])rovided  on 
purpose,  and  laid  them  on  the  edge  of  the 
basin.  He  broke  a  cake  in  two,  gave  one 
half  to  Aladdin,  and  ate  the  other  himself  ; 
and  in  regard  to  the  fruit,  he  loft  him  at 
liberty  to  take  which  sort  he  liked  best. 
Dui'ing  this  short  repast,  he  exhorted  his 
nephew  to  leave  off  keeping  company  with 
children,  and  seek  that  of  wise  and  prudent 
men,  to  improve  by  their  conversation  ; 
"for,"  said  he,  "you  will  soon  be  at  man's 
estate,  and  you  cannot  too  early  begin  to 
imitate  their  conversation."  V/hen  they  had 
eaten  as  much  as  they  liked,  they  got  up, 
and pui-suetl  their  walk  tlnough  the  gardens, 
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■wMch  Avere  separated  from  one  another  only 
Ly  small  ditches,  which  only  marked  ontthe 
limits  without  interrupting  the  communica- 
tion ;  so  great  was  the  confidence  the  in- 
hahitants  reposed  in  each  other.  By  this 
means,  the  African  magician  di-ew  Aladdin 
insensibly  beyond  the  gardens,  and  crossed 
the  country,  till  they  almost  came  to  the 
mountains. 

Aladdin,  who  had  never  been  so  far  in  his 
life  before,  began  to  find  himself  much  tired 
with  so  long  a  walk,  and  said  to  the  magi- 
cian, "  Where  are  we  going,  uncle  ?  we  have 
left  the  gardens  a  great  way  behind  us,  and 
I  see  nothing  but  moimtains ;  if  we  go  much 
farther,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  be 
able  to  reach  the  town  again."  "  Never 
fear,  nephew,"  said  the  false  imcle  ;  "I  will 
shew  you  another  garden,  which  surpasses 
all  we  have  yet  seen  ;  it  is  not  far  ofi',  it  is 
but  a  little  step  ;  and  when  we  come  there, 
you  will  say  that  you  would  have  lieen  sorry 
to  have  been  so  nigh  it,  and  not  seen  it." 
Aladdin  was  soon  jiersuaded  ;  and  the  magi- 
cian, to  make  the  way  seem  shorter  and  less 
fatiguing,  told  him  a  great  many  stories. 

At  last  they  came  between  two  mountains 
of  moderate  height  and  equal  size,  divided 
by  a  narrow  valley,  which  was  the  place 
where  the  magician  intended  to  ijviiig  Alad- 
din, to  put  into  execution  a  design  that  had 
brought  him  from  Africa  to  China.  "We 
wUl  go  no  farther  now,"  said  he  to  Aladdin : 
"I  \v\\\  shew  you  here  some  very  extraor- 
dinary things,  and  what  nobody  ever  saw 
before ;  which,  when  you  have  seen,  you 
will  thank  me  for ;  but  while  I  strike  fire, 
do  you  gather  up  all  the  loose  sticks  you 
can  see,  to  kindle  a  fire  .with. " 

Aladdin  found  there  so  many  dried  sticks, 
that  before  the  magician  had  lighted  a 
match,  he  had  gathered  up  a  great  heap. 
The  magician  presently  set  them  on  fire, 
and  when  they  were  all  in  a  blaze,  the  magi- 
cian threw  in  some  incense  he  had  about 
him,  which  raised  a  great  cloud  of  smoke, 
which  he  dispersed  on  each  side,  by  pro- 
nouncing several  magical  words  which  Alad- 
din did  not  understand. 

At  the  same  time,  the  earth  trembled  a 
little,  and  opened  just  before  the  magician 
and  Aladdin,  and  discovered  a  stone  about 
half  a  yard  square,  laid  horizontally,  with  a 
brass  ring  fixed  into  the  middle  of  it,  to  raise 
it  np  by.  Aladdin  was  so  frightened  at 
what  he  saw,  that  he  would  have  run  away; 
but  as  he  was  to  be  serviceable  to  the  magi- 
cian, he  caught  hold  of  him,  scolded  him, 
and  gave  him  such  a  box  on  the  ear,  that  he 
knocked  him  down,  and  had  like  to  have 
beat  his  teeth  down  his  throat.  Poor  Alad- 
din got  up  again  trembhng,  and  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  said  to  the  magician,  "What 
have  I  done,  uncle,  to  be  treated  after  this 
Bevere  manner?"     "I  Lave  my  reasons  for 


it,'  replied  the  magician  :  "  I  am  your  uncle, 
and  supply  the  place  of  your  father,  and  you 
ought  to  make  no  reply.  But,  chUd,"  added 
he,  softening,  "do  not  be  afraid  of  any- 
thing ;  for  I  shall  not  ask  anything  of  you, 
but  that  you  obey  me  punctually,  if  you 
would  reap  the  advantages  which  I  intended 
you  should."  These  fair  promises  calmed 
Aladdin's  fears  and  resentment;  and  when 
the  magician  saw  that  he  was  come  to  him- 
self, he  said  to  him,  "Yon  see  what  I  have 
done  by  vii-tue  of  my  incense,  and  the  words 
I  pronoimced.  Know,  then,  that  iinder  this 
stone  there  is  hid  a  treasure  which  is  des- 
tined to  be  yours,  and  which  will  make  you 
richer  than  the  greatest  monarch  in  the 
world  :  this  is  so  true,  that  no  other  person 
but  yourself  is  j^ermitted  to  touch  this  stone, 
and  to  inill  it  up  and  go  in ;  for  I  am  forbid 
ever  to  touch  it,  or  set  foot  in  this  treasure 
when  it  is  opened;  so  you  must,  without 
fail,  punctually  execute  what  I  tell  you,  for 
it  is  a  matter  of  gi-eat  consequence  both  to 
you  and  me." 

Aladdin,  amazed  at  all  he  saw  and  heard 
the  magician  say  of  the  treasure,  which  was 
to  make  him  happy  for  ever,  forgot  what 
was  past,  and  rising  up,  said  to  the  magician, 
"AVell,  uncle,  what  is  to  be  done?  command 
me,  I  am  ready  to  obey  you."  "I  am  over- 
joyed, child,"  said  the  African  magician, 
embracing  him,  "to  see  you  take  the  reso- 
lution ;  come,  take  hold  of  tlio  ring,  and  lift 
up  that  stone.  Indeed,  uncle,"  replied  Alad- 
din, "1  am  not  strong  enough  to  lift  it;  you 
miist  help  me.'*  "You  have  no  occasion  for 
my  assistance,"  answered  the  magician;  "if 
I  help  you,  we  shall  be  able  to  do  nothing  : 
you  must  lift  it  up  yoiu'self  :  take  hold  of 
the  ring,  only  pronounce  the  names  of  your 
father  and  grandfather,  then  lift  it  up,  and 
you  will  find  it  Vv'ill  come  easily."  Aladdin 
did  as  the  magician  bade  him,  and  raised 
the  stone  with  a  great  deal  of  ease,  and  laid 
it  on  one  side. 

When  the  stone  was  pulled  up,  there  ap- 
peared a  cavity  of  about  three  or  four  feet 
deep,  with  a  little  door,  and  steps  to  go 
down  lower.  "Observe,  my  son,"  said  the 
African  magician,  "what  I  am  going  to  say 
to  you :  go  down  into  that  cave,  and  when 
you  are  at  the  bottom  of  those  steps,  you 
will  find  a  door  open,  which  Avill  lead  you 
into  a  large  vaulted  place,  divided  into  three 
great  halls,  in  each  of  which  yoii  will  see 
four  large  brass  vessels  placed  on  each  side, 
full  of  gold  and  silver,  but  take  care  you  do 
not  meddle  with  them.  Before  you  go  iuto 
the  first  hall,  be  sure  to  tuck  up  your  gown, 
and  wrap  it  Avell  about  you,  and  then  go 
through  the  second  into  the  third  without 
stopping.  Above  all  things,  have  a  care 
that  you  do  not  touch  the  walls,  so  much  as 
with  your  clothes;  for  if  you  do,  you  Avill 
die  instantly.     At  the  end  of  the  third  hall, 
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yoii  \\  iJl  iiml  a  dooi-,  which  leads  into  a  gar- 
den planted  with  fine  trees  loaded  Avith  fruit; 
walk  directly  across  the  garden  by  a  ^mth 
which  will  lead  yon  to  five  steps  that  will 
brmg  you  upon  a  terrace,  where  you  will 
see  a  niche  before  you,  and  in  that  niche  a 
lighted  lami>.  Take  the  lanii^  down,  and 
put  it  out ;  when  yoii  have  thrown  away  the 
wick,  and  poured  out  the  liquor,  put  it  in 
your  breast,  and  bring  it  to  me.  Do  not  be 
afraid  that  the  liquor  will  spoil  your  clothes, 
for  it  is  not  oil,  and  the  lamp  will  be  dry  as 
soon  as  it  is  thrown  out.  If  you  have  a 
mind  to  any  of  the  fruit  of  the  garden,  you 
may  gather  as  much  as  you  please." 

After  these  words,  the  magician  drew  a 
i  ring  off  his  finger,  and  put  it  upon  one  of 
Aladdin's,  telling  him  that  it  was  a  preser- 
vative against  all  evil,  while  he  observed 
what  he  had  prescribed  to  him.  After  this 
instruction,  he  said,  "Go  down  boldly,  child, 
and  we  shall  both  be  rich  all  our  lives." 

Aladdin  jum}>ed  into  the  cave,  went  down 
the  steps,  and  found  the  three  halls  just  as 
the  African  magician  had  described  them. 
He  went  through  them  with  all  the  precau- 
tion the  fear  of  death  coidd  inspire,  if  he 
failed  to  observe  all  that  he  was  told  very 
carefuUy;  crossed  the  garden  without  stop- 
ping, took  doA\Ti  the  lamp  from  the  niche, 
threw  out  the  wick  and  the  liquor,  and,  as 
the  magician  told  him,  put  it  in  his  bosom. 
But  as  he  came  down  from  the  terrace,  see- 
ing it  was  perfectly  dry,  he  stopped  in  the 
garden,  to  observe  the  fruit,  which  he  only 
had  a  glimpse  of  in  crossing  it.  All  the  trees 
were  loaded  with  extraordinary  fruit,  of  dif- 
ferent colours  on  each  tree  :  some  bore  fruit 
entirely  white,  and  some  clear  and  tran- 
sparent as  ciystal;  some  jiale  red,  and  others 
deeper;  some  green,  blue,  and  purple,  and 
others  yellow ;  in  short,  there  was  fruit  of 
all  colours.  The  white  were  pearls;  the 
clear  and  transparent,  diamonds;  the  deep 
red,  rubies ;  the  paler,  ballas  rubies ;  *  the 
green,  emeralds ;  the  blue,  turqvioises ;  the 
purple,  amethysts;  and  those  that  were  of 
yellow  cast,  sapphires;  and  so  of  the  rest. 
All  these  fruits  were  so  large  and  beaviti- 
ful,  that  nothing  was  ever  seen  like  them. 
Aladdin  Avas  altogether  ignorant  of  their 
value,  and  would  have  preferred  figs  and 
grapes,  or  any  other  fruits,  before  them ; 
and  though  he  took  them  only  for  coloured 
glass  of  little  value,  yet  he  was  so  pleased 
with  the  variety  of  the  colours,  and  the 
beauty  and  extraordinary  size  of  the  fruit, 
that  he  had  a  mind  to  gather  some  of  every 
sort ;  and  accordingly  filled  his  two  jiockets, 
and  the  two  new  X)urses  his  uncle  had  bought 
for  him  with  the  clothes  which  he  gave  him ; 
and  as  lie  coixld  not  put  them  in  his  pockets, 
he  fastened  them  to  his  girdle.     Some  he 

*  Ballas  rubies  are  rubies  of  tlie  brJBhtest  colour. 


wrapped  iij)  in  the  skirts  of  his  gown, 
which  was  of  silk,  large  and  wrapping,  and 
crammed  his  breast  as  full  as  it  could  hold. 

Aladdin,  having  thus  loaded  himself  with 
riches  he  knew  not  the  value  of,  returned 
through  the  three  halls  with  the  same  pre- 
caution, and  made  all  the  haste  he  could, 
that  he  might  not  make  his  uncle  wait,  and 
soon  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  where 
the  African  magician  awaited  him  with  the 
iitmost  impatience.  As  soon  as  Aladdin  saw 
him,  he  cried  out,  "Pray,  uncle,  lend  me 
your  hand  to  help  me  out."  "Give  me  the 
lamp  first,"  replied  the  magician  ;  "  it  will 
be  troublesome  to  you."  "Indeed,  uncle," 
answered  Aladdin,  "  I  cannot  now- ;  it  is  not 
troublesome  to  me  ;  but  I  will  as  soon  as  I 
am  up."  The  African  magician  was  so  ob- 
stinate, that  he  woidd  have  the  lamp  before 
he  would  help  him  up  ;  and  Aladdin,  A^ho 
had  encumbered  himself  so  much  with  his 
fruit,  that  he  could  not  well  get  at  it,  re- 
fused to  give  him  it  till  he  was  out  of  the 
cave.  The  African  magician,  provoked  at 
this  obstinate  refusal  of  the  lad,  tiew  into  a 
terrible  passion,  and  threw  a  little  of  his  in- 
cense into  the  fire,  which  he  had  taken  care 
to  keep  in,  and  no  sooner  pronounced  two 
magical  words,  but  the  stonte  which  had 
closed  the  mouth  of  the  cave  moved  into  its 
place,  with  the  earth  over  it,  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  lay  at  the  arrival  of  the  magi- 
cian and  Aladdin. 

This  action  of  the  African  magician's 
plainly  shewed  him  to  be  neither  Aladdin's 
uncle,  nor  Mustapha,  the  tailor's  brother, 
but  a  true  African,  a  native  of  that  part  of 
the  world.  For  as  Africa  is  a  country  whose 
inhabitants  delight  most  in  magic  of  any 
other  in  the  whole  world,  he  had  applied 
himself  to  it  from  his  youth ;  afid  after 
about  forty  years'  experience  in  enchant- 
ments, works  of  geomancy,  fumigations, 
and  reading  of  magic  books,  he  had  found 
out  that  there  was  in  the  world  a  wonderful 
lamp,  the  possession  of  which  would  render 
him  more  powerful  than  any  monarch  in  the 
world,  if  he  could  obtain  it ;  and  by  a  late 
operation  of  geomancy,  he  foimd  out  that 
this  lamp  lay  concealed  in  a  subterraneous 
place  in  the  midst  of  China,  in  the  situation, 
with  all  the  circumstances,  already  described. 
FuUy  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  this  dis- 
covery, he  set  out  from  the  farthest  part  of 
Africa,  and,  after  a  long  and  fatiguing  jour- 
nej"-,  came  to  the  town  nearest  to  this  trea- 
sure. But  though  he  had  a  certain  know- 
ledge of  the  place  where  the  lamp  was,  he 
was  not  permitted  to  take  it  himself,  nor  to 
enter  the  subterraneous  jilace  where  it  was, 
but  must  receive  it  from  the  hands  of  another 
person.  For  this  reason,  he  addressed  him- 
self to  Aladdin,  whom  he  looked  upon  as  a 
young  lad  of  no  consequence,  and  fit  to  serve 
his  purpose;  resolving,  as  soon  as  ho  got  the 
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lamp  into  his  liands,  to  sacrilice  poor  Aladdin 
to  his  avarice  and  wickedness,  by  making 
the  fumigation  mentioned  hefore,  and  saying 
those  two  magical  words,  the  effect  of  which 
was  to  remove  the  stone  into  its  place  again, 
that  he  might  have  no  witness  of  the  trans- 
action. 

The  blow  he  gave  Aladdin,  and  the  autho- 
rity he  assumed  over  him,  was  only  to  use 
him  to  fear  him,  and  to  make  him  obey  him 
the  more  readily,  and  give  him  the  lamp  as 
soon  as  he  asked  for  it.  But  his  too  great 
precipitation  in  executmg  his  wicked  inten- 
tion on  poor  Aladdin,  and  his  fear  lest  some- 
body should  come  that  way  during  their 
dispute,  and  discover  what  he  wished  to 
keep  secret,  produced  an  eiTect  quite  con- 
trary to  what  he  proposed  to  himself. 

When  the  African  magician  saw  that  all 
his  great  hopes  were  frustrated  for  ever,  he 
returned  that  same  day  for  Africa ;  but  went 
qiiite  round  the  town,  and  at  some  distance 
from  it,  for  fear  lest  some  persons  who  had 
seen  him  walk  out  with 
the  boy,  seeing  him  come  ,i 

back  without  him,  should 
entertain  any  jealousy  of 
him,  and  stop  him. 

According  to  all  ap- 
pearances, there  was  no 
prospect  of  Aladdin  being 
any  more  heard  of.  But 
the  magician,  when  he 
contrived  his  death,  had 
forgotten  the  ring  he  put 
on  his  finger,  which  pre- 
served him,  though  he 
knew  not  its  virtvie  ;  and 
it  is  amazing  that  the  loss 
of  that,  together  with  the 
lamp,  did  not  drive  the 
magician  to  despau- ;  but 
magicians  are  so  much 
used  to  misfortunes,  and 
events  contrary  to  their 
■wishes,  that  they  do  not  lay  them  to  heart, 
but  still  feed  themselves  all  their  hves  with 
unsubstantial  notions  and  chimeras. 

As  for  Aladdin,  who  never  suspected  this 
bad  usage  from  his  pretended  uncle,  after  all 
his  caresses,  and  what  he  had  done  for  him, 
his  surprise  is  more  easily  to  be  imagined 
than  expressed  by  words.  When  he  found 
himself  buried  alive,  he  cried,  and  called  out 
to  his  uncle  to  tell  him  he  was  ready  to  give 
him  the  lamp  ;  but  all  in  vain,  since  his 
cries  could  not  be  heard  by  him,  and  he  re- 
mained in  this  dark  abode.  At  last,  when 
he  had  quite  tired  himself  with  crying,  he 
went  to  the  bottom  of  the  steps,  with  a 
design  to  get  into  the  gai'den,  where  it  was 
light ;  but  the  door,  which  was  opened  be- 
fore by  enchantment,  was  now  shut  by  the 
same  means.  Then  he  redoubled  his  cries 
and  tears,  and  sat  down  on  the  steps,  with- 


out anyhojies  of  ever  seeing  the  light  again, 
and  in  a  melancholy  certainty  of  passing 
from  the  present  darkness  into  that  of  a 
speedy  death. 

Aladdin  remained  in  this  state  two  days, 
without  eating  or  drinking,  and  on  the  third 
day  looked  upon  death  as  inevitable. 
Cia-iping  his  hands  with  an  entire  resigna- 
tion to  the  will  of  God,  he  said,  "There  is 
no  strength  or  power  but  in  the  great  and 
high  God."  In  this  action  of  joining  his 
hands,  he  nibbed  the  ring  which  the  magi- 
cian put  on  his  fingei-,  and  of  which  he  knew 
not  yet  the  virtue,  and  immediately  a  genie 
of  an  enormous  size  and  frightful  look  rose 
out  of  the  earth,  his  head  reaching  the  vault, 
and  said  to  him,  "  What  woiddst  thou  have 
with  me  ?  I  am  ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy 
slave,  and  the  slave  of  all  who  have  the  ring 
on  thy  finger ;  I,  and  the  other  slaves  of 
that  ring." 

At  another  time,  Aladdin,  who  had  not 
been  used  to  such  visions,  would  have  been 
so  frightened,  that  he 
Avoidd  not  have  been  able 
to  speak  at  the  sight  of 
so  extraordinary  a  figure ; 
but  the  danger  he  was  iu 
made  him  answer  with- 
out hesitation,  "Whoever 
thou  art,  deliver  mo  from 
this  place,  if  thou  art 
able."  He  had  no  sooner 
made  an  end  of  these 
words,  biit  the  earth  op- 
ened, and  he  found  him- 
self on  the  very  spot  where 
the  magician  first  brought 
him. 

It  was  some  time  be- 
fore Aladdin's  eyes  could 
bear  the  hght,  after  having 
been  so  long  in  total  dark- 
ness ;  but  after  he  had 
endeavoured  by  degrees 
to  support  it,  and  Ijegan  to  look  about  him, 
he  was  very  much  surprised  not  to  find 
the  earth  open,  and  could  not  compre- 
hend how  he  had  got  so  soon  out  of  its 
bowels.  There  was  nothing  to  be  seen  but 
the  place  Adhere  the  fire  had  been,  by 
which  he  could  nearly  judge  whereabouts 
the  cave  was.  Then  turning  himself  about 
towards  the  town,  he  perceived  it  in  the 
midst  of  the  gardens  that  surrounded  it, 
and  knew  the  way  back  by  -nhicli  the  magi- 
cian had  brought  him  to  it;  then,  returning 
God  thanks  to  see  himself  once  more  in  the 
world,  where  he  never  more  expected  to  be, 
he  made  the  best  of  his  way  home.  When 
he  got  witliin  his  mother's  door,  the  joy  to 
see  her,  and  his  faiutness  for  want  of  susten- 
ance for  three  days,  made  him  faint,  and 
he  remained  for  a  long  time  as  dead.  His 
mothei",  who  had  given  him  over  for  lost  or 
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dcail,  seeing  him  iu  tliis  condition,  omitted 
nothing  to  bring  him  to  hiuisolf  again.  As 
soon  as  he  recovered,  the  lirsb  words  he 
spake  were,  "Pray,  mother,  give  me  some- 
thing to  eat,  for  I  have  not  put  a  morsel  of 
anything  into  my  moiitli  these  three  days." 
His  mother  brought  what  she  had,  and  set 
it  before  him.  "My  son,"  said  she,  "be  not 
too  eager,  for  it  is  dangerous ;  cat  but  a  little 
at  a  time,  and  take  care  of  yourself.  Be- 
sides, I  woidd  not  have  you  talk  ;  you  will 
have  time  enough  to  teU  me  what  has  hap- 
pened to  you  when  you  are  recovered.  It 
is  a  great  comfort  to  me  to  see  you  again, 
after  the  alUiction  I  have  been  in  since  Fri- 
day, and  the  i)ains  I  have  taken  to  learn 
what  had  become  of  you,  ever  since  I  found 
it  was  night,  and  you  were  not  returned. " 

Aladdin  took  his  mother's  advice,  and 
ate  and  drank  moderately.  When  he  had 
done,  "Mother,"  said  he  to  her,  "I  cannot 
help  complaining  of  you,  for  abandoning  me 
so  easily  to  the  discretion  of  a  man  who  had 
a  design  to  kill  me,  and  who  at  this  very 
moment  thinks  my  death  certain.  You  be- 
lieved he  was  my  nncle,  as  well  as  I ;  and 
what  other  thoughts  could  we  entertain  of  a 
man  who  was  so  kind  to  me,  and  made  such 
advantageous  protFers  ?  But  I  must  tell 
you,  mother,  he  is  a  rogue  and  a  cheat,  and 
only  did  what  he  did,  and  made  me  all  those 
promises,  to  accomplish  my  death ;  but  for 
what  reason  neither  you  nor  I  can  guess. — 
For  my  part,  I  can  assure  you  I  never  gave 
him  any  cause  to  deserve  the  least  ill-treat- 
ment from  him.  You  shall  judge  of  it  your- 
self, when  you  have  heard  all  that  passed 
fi-om  the  time  I  left  you,  till  he  came  to  the 
execution  of  his  wicked  design." 

Then  Aladdin  began  to  tell  his  mother  all 
that  happened  to  him  from  Friday,  when 
the  magician  took  him  to  see  the  palaces 
and  gardens  about  that  town,  and  what  fell 
out  in  the  way,  tiU  they  came  to  the  place 
between  the  two  mountains,  where  the  great 
prodigy  was  to  be  performed  ;  how,  with  in- 
cense which  the  magician  threw  into  the  fire, 
and  some  magical  words  which  he  pro- 
nounced, the  earth  opened,  and  discovered 
a  cave  which  led  to  an  inestimable  treasure. 
He  forgot  not  the  blow  the  magician  gave 
him,  and  in  what  maimer  he  softened  again, 
and  engaged  by  great  promises,  and  putting 
a  ring  on  his  linger,  to  go  down  into  the 
cave.  He  did  not  omit  the  least  circum- 
stance of  what  he  saw  in  crossing  the  three 
halls  and  the  garden,  and  his  taking  the 
wonderful  lamp,  which  he  pidled  out  of  his 
bosom  and  shewed  to  his  mother,  as  well  as 
the  transparent  fruit  of  different  colours, 
which  he  had  gathered  in  the  garden  as  he 
returned,  two  i^urses  full  of  which  he  gave 
to  his  mother.  But,  though  these  fruits 
were  precious  stones,  brilliant  as  the  sun, 
aaid  the  reflection  of  a  lamp   which  then 


lighted  the  room  might  have  led  them  to 
think  they  were  of  great  value,  she  was  as 
ignorant  of  their  worth  as  her  son,  and  eared 
nothing  for  them.  She  had  been  bred  in  a 
middling  rank  of  life,  and  her  husband's 
poverty  prevented  her  being  possessed  of 
such  things,  nor  had  she,  or  her  relations  or 
neighbours  ever  seen  them,  so  that  we  must) 
not  wonder  that  she  looked  on  them  as  things 
of  no  value,  and  only  pleasing  to  the  eye  by 
the  variety  of  their  colours. 

Aladdin  put  them  behind  one  of  the 
cushions  of  the  sofa  he  sat  npon,  and  con- 
tinued his  story,  telling  his  mother,  that 
when  he  returned  and  presented  himself  at 
the  mouth  of  the  cave,  npon  his  refusal  to 
give  the  magician  the  lamp  till  he  had  got 
out,  the  stone,  by  his  throwing  some  incense 
into  the  lire,  and  using  two  or  three  magical 
words,  stopped  it  np,  and  the  earth  closed 
again.  He  could  not  help  bursting  into  tears 
at  the  representation  of  the  miserable  con- 
dition he  was  in,  to  find  himself  buried  alive 
in  a  dismal  cave,  till  by  the  touching  of  his 
ring,  the  virtue  of  which  he  was  then  an 
entire  stranger  to,  he,  properly  speaking, 
came  to  life  again.  When  he  had  made  an 
end  of  his  story,  he  said  to  his  mother,  "  I 
need  say  no  more  ;  you  know  the  rest.  This 
is  my  adventure,  and  the  danger  I  have  been 
exposed  to  since  you  saw  me." 

Aladdin's  mother  heard  with  so  much 
patience  as  not  to  interrupt  him  this  sur- 
prising and  wonderful  relation,  notwith- 
standing it  could  be  no  small  aflliction  to  a 
mother,  who  loved  her  son  tenderly ;  bxit 
yet  in  the  most  moving  pai-t,  which  dis- 
covered the  perfidy  of  the  African  magician, 
she  could  not  help  shewing,  by  marks  of  the 
greatest  indignation,  how  nmch  she  detested 
him;  and  when  Aladdin  had  finished  his 
story,  she  broke  out  into  a  thousand  re- 
proaches against  that  vile  imposter.  She 
called  him  perfidions  traitor,  barbarian,  as- 
sassin, deceiver,  magician,  and  an  enemy 
and  destroyer  of  mankind.  "Without  doubt, 
child,"  added  she,  "he  is  a  magician,  and 
they  are  plagues  to  the  world,  and  by  their 
enchantments  and  sorceries  have  commerce 
with  the  devn.  Bless  God  for  preserving 
you  from  his  wicked  designs  ;  for  your  death 
would  have  been  inevitable,  if  you  had  not 
called  upon  him,  and  implored  his  assist- 
ance." She  said  a  great  deal  raf)re  against 
the  magician's  treachery ;  but  finding,  while 
she  talked,  her  son  Aladdin,  who  had  not 
slept  for  three  days  and  nights,  began  to 
nod,  she  put  him  to  bed,  and  soon  after 
went  to  bed  herself. 

Aladdin,  who  had  not  had  one  wink  of 
sleep  while  he  was  in  the  subterraneous 
abode,  slept  very  heartily  all  that  night,  and 
never  waked  till  the  next  morning ;  when 
the  first  thing  that  he  said  to  his  mother 
I  w£vs,  he  Avanted  something  to  eat,  and  that 
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she  could  not  do  him  a  greater  pleasure  than 
to  give  him  his  breakfast.  "Alas  !  child," 
said  she,  "  I  have  not  a  bit  of  bread  to  give 
you,  you  ate  up  all  the  provisions  I  had  iu 
the  house  yestex-day;  but  have  a  little 
patience,  and  it  shall  not  be  long  before  I 
will  bring  you  some  :  I  have  a  httle  cotton, 
which  I  have  spun ;  I  will  go  and  sell  it,  and 
buy  bread,  and  something  for  our  dinner." 
"Mother,"  replied  Aladdin,  "keep  yoiu* 
cotton  against  another  time,  and  give  me  the 
lamp  I  brought  home  yesterday  ;  I  T>^ill  go 
and  sell  it,  and  the  money  I  shall  get  for  it 
will  serve  both  for  breakfast  and  dinner,  and 
perhaps  supper  too." 

Aladdia's  mother  took  the  lamp,  and  said 
to  her  son,  "  Here  it  is,  but  it  is  very  dirty; 
if  it  was  a  little  cleaner  I  believe  it  would 
briag  something  more."  She  took  a  little 
fine  sand  and  water  to  clean  it ;  but  had  no 
sooner  begun  to  rub  it,  but  in  an  instant  a 
hideous  genie  of  gigantic  size  appeared  be- 
fore her,  and  said  to  her  in  a  voice  like 
thiuider,  "  What  wouldst  thou  have  ?  lam 
ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy  slave,  and  the 
slave  of  all  those  who  have  that  lamp  in 
their  hands ;  I,  and  the  other  slaves  of  the 
lamji." 

Aladdin's  mother  was  not  able  to  speak  at 
the  sight  of  this  frightful  genie,  but  fainted 
away ;  when  Aladdin  who  had  once  before 
seen  such  another  genie  in  the  cavern,  with- 
out losing  time  or  reflection,  snatched  the 
lamp  out  of  his  mother's  hands,  and  said  to 
the  genie  boldly,  "  I  am  hungry ;  bring  me 
something  to  eat."  The  genie  disappeared 
immediately,  and  in  an  instant  returned 
with  a  large  silver  basin  on  his  head,  and 
twelve  covered  plates  of  the  same  metal, 
which  contained  some  excellent  meats  :  six 
large  white  loaves  on  two  other  jjlates,  and 
two  bottles  of  wine,  and  two  silver  cuj^s  in 
each  hand.  All  these  things  he  i)laced  upon 
a  table,  and  disappeared  ;  and  all  this  was 
done  before  Aladdin's  mother  came  out  of 
her  swoon. 

Aladdin  went  presently,  and  fetched  some 
water,  and  threw  it  in  her  face,  to  recover 
her  :  whether  that  or  the  smell  of  the  meats 
the  genie  procured  brought  her  to  life  again, 
it  was  not  long  before  she  came  to  herself. 
"  Mother,"  said  Aladdin,  "do  not  miud  this ; 
it  is  nothing  at  aU  ;  get  up,  and  come  and 
eat ;  here  is  what  will  put  you  in  heart,  and 
at  the  same  time  satisfy  my  extreme  hun- 
ger :  do  not  let  such  fine  meat  be  cold,  but 
fall  to." 

His  mother  was  very  much  surprised  to 
see  the  great  basin,  twelve  plates,  six  loaves, 
and  the  two  bottles  and  cups,  and  to  smell 
the  delicious  odour  which  exhaled  from  the 
plates.  "Child,"  said  she  to  Aladdin,  "to 
whom  are  we  obliged  for  this  great  plenty 
andlil^erality?  Has  the  sultan  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  our  poverty,  and  had  compas- 


sion on  us?"  "It  is  no  matter,  mother," 
said  Aladdin  ;  "let  us  sit  down  and  eat ;  for 
you  have  almost  as  much  need  of  a  good 
breakfast  as  myself  ;  when  we  have  done,  I 
will  tell  you."  Accordingly,  both  mother 
and  son  sat  down,  and  ate  with  the  better 
stomach,  as  the  table  was  so  well  furnished. 
But  aU  the  time  Aladdin's  mother  could  not 
forbear  looking  at  and  admu-iug  the  basin 
and  plates,  though  she  could  not  well  tell 
whether  they  were  silver  or  any  other  metal, 
so  little  accustomed  were  she  aud  her  son  to 
see  such,  and  the  novelty  more  than  the 
value  atti-acted  their  attention. 

In  short,  the  mother  and  son  sat  at  break- 
fast till  it  was  dinner-time,  aud  then  they 
thought  it  would  be  best  to  put  the  two 
meals  together;  yet  after  this,  they  found 
they  should  have  enough  left  for  supper,  aud 
tv.'O-  meals  for  the  next  day. 

When  Aladdin's  mother  had  taken  away 
and  set  by  what  was  left,  she  went  and  sat 
down  by  her  son  on  the  sofa.  "  Aladdin," 
said  she,  "  I  expect  now  that  you  should 
satisfy  my  impatience,  aud  teU  me  exactly 
what  passed  between  the  genie  and  you 
while  I  was  in  a  swoon ; "  which  he  pre- 
sently complied  with. 

She  was  in  as  great  amazement  at  what 
her  son  told  her,  as  at  the  apiiearance  of  the 
genie;  aud  said  to  him,  "But,  son,  what 
have  we  to  do  with  genies  ?  I  never  in  my 
life  heard  that  any  of  my  acquaintance  had 
ever  seen  one.  How  came  that  vile  genie  to 
address  himself  to  me,  and  not  to  you,  to 
whom  he  had  ap2)eared  before  in  the  cave  V 
' '  Mother, "  answered  Aladdin,  ' '  the  genie  you 
saw  is  not  the  same  who  appeared  to  me, 
though  he  resembles  him  in  size  :  no,  they 
had  quite  different  i^ersous  and  habits  ;  they 
belong  to  dift'erent  masters.  If  you  remem- 
ber, he  that  I  fust  saw  called  himself  the 
slave  of  the  ring  on  my  finger  ;  and  this  you 
saw  called  himself  the  slave  of  the  lamp  you 
had  in  your  hand  :  but  I  believe  you  did  not 
hear  him,  for  I  think  you  fainted  away  as 
soon  as  he  began  to  speak." 

"What!"  cried  the  mother,  "was  your 
lamp,  then,  the  occasion  of  that  cursed  genie 
addressing  himself  rather  to  me  than  to 
you  ?  Ah !  my  son,  take  it  out  of  my 
.sight,  and  put  it  where  you  please.  I 
will  never  touch  it.  I  had  rather  you  would 
sell  it,  than  run  the  hazard  of  being  fright- 
ened to  death  again  by  touching  it :  and  if 
you  would  take  my  advice,  you  would  part 
also  with  the  ring,  and  not  have  anything  to 
do  with  genies,  who,  as  our  prophet  has  told 
us,  are  only  devils." 

"  With  your  leave,  mother,"  replied  Alad- 
din, "  I  shall  now  take  care  how  I  sell  a 
lamp,  as  I  was  going  to  do,  which  may  be 
so  ser\aceable  both  to  you  and  me.  Have 
not  you  been  an  eye-witness  of  what  it  hath 
procured  us,  and  it  shall  still  continue  to 
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f  uriii«li  us  with  subsistence  and  maintenance. 
You  may  su2)iiose,  as  I  do,  that  my  false 
and  wicked  uncle  would  not  have  taken  so 
juuch  pains,  and  undertaken  so  long  and 
tedious  a  journey,  if  it  liad  not  been  to  get 
into  his  possession  this  Wonderful  Lamp, 
which  he  preferred  before  all  the  gold  and 
silver  which  he  knew  was  in  his  haUs,  and 
which  I  have  seen  with  my  own  eyes.  He 
knew  too  well  the  merit  and  worth  of  this 
lamp,  not  to  prefer  it  to  so  great  a  treasure ; 
and  since  chance  hath  discovered  the  virtue 
of  it  to  us,  let  ns  make  a  i)rolitable  use  of 
it,  without  making  any  great  stir,  and  draw- 
ing the  envy  and  jealousy  of  our  neighbours 
U])on  us.  However,  since  the  genies  fright 
you  so  much,  I  will  take  it  out  of  yoiu-  sight, 
and  put  it  where  I  may  lind  it  when  I  want 
it.  As  for  the  ring,  1  cannot  resolve  to  part 
with  that  neither ;  for,  without  that,  you 
had  never  seen  me  again;  and  though  I  am 
alive  now,  jjcrhaps,  if  it  Avas  gone,  1  might 
not  be  so  some  moments  hence ;  therefore  I 
hojje  you  will  give  me  leave  to  keep  that, 
and  to  wear  it  always  ou  my  linger.  Who 
knows  what  dangers  you  and  I  may  be  ex- 
l)oscd  to,  which  neither  of  lis  can  foresee, 
and  which  it  may  dehver  us  from?"  As 
Aladdin's  arguuieuts  were  just,  and  had  a 
great  deal  of  weight  in  them,  his  mother 
had  nothing  to  say  against  them,  but  only 
replied  that  he  might  do  what  he  pleased, 
but,  for  her  part,  she  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  genies,  but  would  wash  her 
hands  of  thein,  and  never  say  anything 
more  about  them. 

By  the  next  night  thoy  had  eaten  all  the 
provisions  the  genie  had  brought ;  and  the 
next  d;ty  Aladdin,  wlio  could  not  bear  the 
thoughts  of  hunger,  took  one  of  the  silver 
plates  under  his  coat,  and  went  out  early  to 
sell  it,  and  addressing  himself  to  a  Jew  whom 
he  met  in  the  streets,  took  him  aside,  and 
pulling  out  the  plate,  aslied  him  if  he  would 
buy  it.  The  cunning  Jew  took  the  plate 
and  examined  it,  and  no  sooner  found  that 
it  was  good  silver,  but  he  asked  Aladdin 
how  nnich  he  valued  it  at.  Aladdin,  who 
knew  not  the  value  of  it,  and  never  had  been 
used  to  such  traffic,  told  him  he  would  trust 
to  his  judgment  and  honour.  The  Jew  was 
somewhat  confounded  at  this  plain  dealing  ; 
and  doubting  whether  Aladdin  understood 
the  material,  or  the  full  value  of  what  he 
ollered  him  to  sell,  he  took  a  piece  of  gold 
out  of  his  purse,  and  gave  it  him,  though  it 
was  but  the  sixtieth  part  of  the  worth  of  the 
plate.  Aladdin  took  the  money  very  eagerly, 
and,  as  soon  as  he  got  it  in  his  pocket,  re- 
tired with  so  much  haste,  that  the  Jew,  not 
content  with  the  exorbitancy  of  his  profit, 
•was  vexed  he  had  not  penetrated  into  Alad- 
din's ignorance,  and  w^as  going  to  run  after 
him,  to  endeavour  to  get  some  change  out 
of  the  piece  of  gold;  but  Aladdin  ran  so 


fast,  and  had  got  so  fai-,  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  him  to  overtake  him. 

Before  Aladdin  went  home  to  his  mother 
he  called  at  a  baker's,  l)ought  a  loaf,  changed 
his  moiiey,  and  went  home,  and  gave  the 
rest  to  Ins  mother,  Avho  went  and  bought 
])rovisions  enough  to  last  them  some  time. 
After  this  manner  they  lived,  till  Aladdin 
had  sold  the  twelve  plates,  one  at  a  time,  to 
the  Jew,  for  the  same  money ;  who,  after  the 
lirst  time,  durst  not  oiler  him  less,  for  fear 
of  losing  so  good  a  chap.  When  he  had 
sold  the  last  plate,  he  had  i-ecourse  to  the 
basin,  which  weighed  ten  times  as  much  as 
the  plate,  and  would  have  carried  it  to  his 
old  purchaser,  but  that  it  was  too  large  and 
cumbersome ;  therefore  he  was  obliged  to 
bring  him  home  with  him  to  his  mother's, 
where,  after  the  Jew  had  examined  the 
weight  of  the  basin,  he  laid  down  ten  pieces 
of  gold,  with  which  Aladdin  was  very  well 
satisfied. 

They  lived  on  these  ten  pieces  in  a  frugal 
manner  a  pretty  while  ;  and  Aladdin,  who 
had  been  used  to  an  idle  life,  left  off  playing 
with  yoimg  lads  of  his  own  age  ever  since 
his  adventure  with  the  African  magician. 
He  spent  his  time  in  walking  aljoiit,  and 
talking  with  people  with  whom  he  had  got 
acquainted.  Sometimes  he  would  stop  at 
the  most  capital  merchants'  shops,  where 
people  of  distinction  met,  and  listen  to  their 
discourse,  by  which  he  gained  some  little 
knowledge  of  the  world. 

When  all  the  money  was  spent,  Aladdin 
had  recourse  again  to  the  lamp.  He  took  it 
in  his  hand,  looked  for  the  same  place  where 
his  mother  had  rubbed  it  with  the  sand,  and 
rubbed  it  also,  and  the  genie  immediately 
appeared,  and  said,  "  What  woiddst  thou 
have  ?  1  am  ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy 
slave,  and  the  slave  of  all  those  who  have 
that  lamp  in  their  hands — I,  and  the  other 
slaves  of  the  lamp."  "I  am  hungry,"  said 
Aladdin;  "bring  me  something  to  eat." 
The  genie  disapijeared,  and  presently  re- 
turned with  a  basin,  and  the  same  number 
of  covered  plates,  &c.,  and  set  them  down 
on  a  table,  and  vanished  again. 

Aladdin's  mother,  knowing  what  her  sou 
was  going  to  do,  went  out  at  that  time  about 
some  business,  on  purpose  to  avoid  being  in 
the  way  when  the  genie  came;  and  when 
she  returned,  which  was  not  long  after,  and 
found  the  table  and  sideboard  so  furnished  a 
second  time,  was  almost  as  much  surprised 
as  before,  at  the  prodigious  effect  of  the 
lamp.  However,  she  sat  down  with  her  son, 
and  when  they  had  eaten  as  much  as  they 
had  a  mind  to,  she  set  enough  by  to  last 
them  two  or  three  days. 

As  soon  as  Aladdm  found  that  their  pro- 
visions and  money  were  spent,  he  took  one 
of  these  i)lates,  and  went  to  look  for  his  Jew 
chapman  again;  but  passing  by  a  goldsmith's 
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shop  who  had  the  character  of  a  very  fair 
aii'l  honest   man,  the  goldsmith  perceiving 
1  him,  called  to  him,   and  said,  "My  lad,   I 
I  have  often  observed  yoii  go  by,  loaded  as 
y(ju   are  at  present,   and  talk  with  such  a 
Jc\v,    and   then    come   back    again    emjity- 
hauded.     I  imagine  that  you  carry   some- 
thing that  you  sell  to  him ;  but  perhaps  you 
j  do  not  know  what  a  rogue  he  is,  and  that 
he  is  the  greatest  rogue  among  all  the  Jews, 
and  is  so  well  known,  that  nobody  will  have 
anything  to  do  with  him.     What  T  tell  you 
is  for  your  own  good.     If  yoii  will  shew  me 
I  what  you  now  carry,  and  it  is  to  be  sold,  I 
j  will  give  you  the  full  worth  of  it ;  or  I  will 
direct  j'ou  to  other  merchants  who  will  not 
cheat  you." 
I       The  hopes  of  getting  more  money  for  his 
'  plate  induced  Aladdin  to  i)ull  it  from  under 
I  his  coat,  and  shew  it  to  the  goldsmith.     The 
;  old  man,  who  at  first  sight  saw  that  it  was 
made   of  the  finest  silver,  asked  him  if  he 
had  sold  any  such  as  that  to  the  Jew,  and 
Aladdin  told  him  jdainly  that  he  had  sold 
him  twelve  such,  for  a  piece  of  gold  each. 
"What   a  villain!"    cried   the   goldsmith; 
"but,"  added  he,    "my  son,  what  is  past 
cannot  be   recalled.     By  shewing  you   the 
value  of  this  plate,  which  is   of  the  finest 
silver  we  use  in  our  shops,  I  will  let  you  see 
how  much  the  Jew  has  cheated  you." 

The  goldsmith 
took  a  pair  of 
scales,  weighed 
the  ]ilate,  and  af- 
ter he  had  told 
Aladdin  how 
much  an  oimce 
of  line  silver  con- 
tained and  was 
worth,  he  demon- 
''  strated  to  him 
that  his  plate  was 
worth  by  weight 
'  sixty  pieces  of 
gold,-  which  he 
paid  him  down 
immediately.  "If 
you  dispute  my 
honesty, "  said  he, 
I  "you  may  go  to 
'   any  other  of  our  J^  ^ 

trade,    and  if  he       ^ 
gives     you     any       ^^ 
nlore,    I  will  be        ^^ 
:  bound   to  forfeit  "r 

I  twice    as    much; 
for  we  gain  only 

the  fashion  of  the  plate  that  we  buy,  and 
that  the  fairest  dealing  Jews  do  not." 

Aladdin  thanked  him  for  his  good  advice, 
so  greatly  to  his  advantage,  and  never  after 
went  to  any  other  person,  but  sold  him  all 
his  i>lates  and  the  basin,  and  had  as  much 
for  them  as  the  weight  came  to. 
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Though  Aladdin  and  his  mother  had  an 
inexhaustible  treasure  of  money  in  their 
lamp,  and  might  have  had  wliatever  they 
had  a  mind  to  every  time  it  failed,  yet  they 
lived  with  the  same  frugality  as  before, 
except  that  Aladdin  went  more  neat :  as  for 
his  mother,  she  wore  no  clothes  but  what 
she  earned  by  her  spinning  cotton.  After 
their  manner  of  living,  we  may  easily  sup- 
pose that  the  money  Aladdin  had  sold  the 
plates  and  basin  fi>r  was  sufficient  to  main- 
tain them  some  time.  They  went  on  for 
many  yeai-s  by  the  help  of  the  produce 
Aladdin,  from  time  to  time,  made  of  his 
lamp. 

During  this  time  Aladdin  frequented  the 
shops  of  the  principal  merchants,  where  they 
sold  cloth  of  gold  and  silver,  and  linens, 
silk  stuffs,  and  jewellery,  and  oftentimes 
joining  in  their  conversation,  acquired  a 
complete  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  as- 
sumed its  manners.  By  his  acquaintance 
among  the  jewellers,  he  came  to  know  that 
the  fine  fruit  Avhich  he  had  gathered  when 
he  took  the  lamji,  were  not  coloured  glass, 
but  stones  of  extraordinary  value.  For  as 
he  had  seen  all  sorts  of  jewels  bought  and 
sold  in  their  shops,  but  none  that  were  so 
beautiful  or  so  large  as  his,  he  found,  that 
instead  of  coloured  glass,  he  i)ossessed  an  in- 
estimaljle  treasure;  but  had  the  j^rudence 
not  to  say  any- 
thing of  it  to  any 
one,  not  even  to 
his  mother. 

One  day,  as  Al- 
addin was  walk- 
ing about  the 
town,  he  heard  an 
order  of  the  sid- 
tan's  published, 
for  all  people  to 
shut  up  their 
shops  and  houses, 
and  keep  within 
doors,  while  the 
princess  Badronl- 
b  o  u  d  o  u  r,  *  the 
sultan's  daugh- 
ter, went  to  the 
baths  and  back 
again. 

This  public  or- 
der inspired  Alad- 
din with  a  great 
F  curiosity   to    see 

the  princess'sf  ace, 
which  he  could 
not  do  without  getting  into  the  house  of 
some  acquaintance,  and  through  a  window ; 
but  this  did  not  satisfy  him,  when  he  con- 
sidered that  the  princess,  when  she  went 
to  the  baths,  had  a  veil  on ;  but  to  gratify 

*  ^Yhich  is  to  say,  the  Full  Moon  of  Full  ?Iaous. 
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his  curiosity,  lie  presently  tlionglit  of  a 
scheme  which  succeeded ;  that  was,  to  place 
himself  behind  the  door  of  the  hath,  which 
was  so  situated  that  he  could  not  fail  of 
seeing  her  face. 

Aladdin  had  not  waited  long  before  the 

princess  came,  and  he  could  sec  her  plainly 

through  a  chink  of  the  door  without  being 

seen.     She  was  attended  with  a  great  crowd 

of  ladies,  slaves,  and  eunuchs,  who  walked 

j  on  each  side,  and  behind  her.     When  she 

I  came  within  three  or  four  paces  from  the 

I  door  of  the  baths,  she  took  off  her  veil,  and 

I  gave  Aladdin  an  opportunity  of  a  full  look 

I  at  her. 

I       Till  then  Aladdin,   who  had   never   seen 

j  any  woman's  face  but  his  mother's,  who  was 

old,    and   never   could    boast    of   any   such 

features,  thought  that  all  women  were  like 

hei',  and  coidd  hear  people  talk  of  the  most 

sui-prising  beauties  without  being  the  least 

I  moved  ;  for  whatever  words   are  made  iise 

I  of  to  set  oif  the  merit  of  a  beauty,  they  can 

I  never   make   the    same    impression    as    the 

beauty  herself. 

But  as  soon  as  Aladdin  had  seen  the  prin- 
cess Badroulboudour,  his  sentiments  were 
very  much  changed,  and  his  heart  could  not 
withstand  all  those  incliiiations  so  charming 
au  object  inspires.  The  princess  was  the 
most  beautiful  brunette  in  the  world;  her 
eyes  were  large,  lively,  and  sparkling ;  her 
looks  sweet  and  modest ;  her  nose  was  of  a 
just  projiortion  and  without  a  fault ;  her 
mouth  small,  her  lips  of  a  vermillion  red, 
and  chai-mingly  agreeable  symmetry ;  in  a 
word,  all  the  features  of  her  face  were  per- 
fectly regular.  It  is  not  therefore  surjjrising 
that  Aladdin,  who  had  never  seen,  and  was 
a  stranger  to  so  many  charms,  Avas  dazzled, 
and  his  senses  quite  ravished  with  such  an 
assemblage.  With  all  these  perfections  the 
princess  had  so  delicate  a  sha2)e,  so  majestic 
an  air,  that  the  sight  of  her  was  snfhcient 
to  insjiire  respect. 

After  the  princess  had  ])assed  by  Aladdin 
and  entered  the  baths,  he  remained  some 
time  astonished,  and  in  a  kind  of  ecstasy, 
retracing  and  imprinting  the  idea  of  so 
charming  an  object  deejily  in  his  mind.  But 
at  last  considering  that  the  princess  was  gone 
l)ast  him,  and  that  when  she  returned  from 
the  bath  her  back  would  be  towards  him, 
and  then  veiled,  he  resolved  to  quit  his  post 
and  go  home.  But  when  he  canxe  there,  he 
could  not  conceal  his  imeasiness  so  well  but 
that  his  mother  perceived  it,  and  was  very 
much  suii^rised  to  see  him  so  much  more 
thoughtful  and  melancholy  than  usual ;  and 
asked  him  what  had  happened  to  him  to 
make  him  so,  or  if  he  was  ill.  Aladdin 
returned  her  no  answer,  but  sat  carelessly 
down  on  the  sofa,  and  remained  in  the  same 
condition,  full  of  the  image  of  the  charming 
Badroulboudour.      His    mother,    who    was 


dressing  supper,  ^jressed  him  no  more. 
When  it  was  ready,  she  set  it  on  the  table 
before  him  ;  but  jicrcciving  that  he  gave  no 
attention  to  it,  she  bid  him  eat,  and  had 
much  ado  to  persuade  him  to  change  his 
place ;  and  when  he  did,  he  ate  much  less 
than  usual,  and  all  the  time  cast  down  his 
eyes,  and  oliserved  so  profound  a  silence, 
that  she  could  not  possiljly  get  the  least  word 
out  of  him  in  answer  to  all  the  questions 
she  put,  to  find  the  reason  of  so  extraordi- 
nary an  alteration. 

After  supper,  she  asked  him  again,  why 
he  was  so  melancholy,  but  could  get  no  in- 
formation, and  he  determined  to  go  to  bed, 
I'ather  than  give  her  the  least  satisfaction. 
Without  examining  how  Aladdin  passed  the 
night,  his  mind  full  as  it  was  with  the  beau- 
tiful charms  of  the  princess  Badroulboudour, 
I  shall  only  observe  that  as  he  sat  next  day 
on  the  sofa,  over  against  his  mother,  as  she 
was  spinning  cotton,  he  spoke  to  her  in  these 
words  :  "  1  perceive,  mother,  that  my  silence 
yesterday  has  very  much  troubled  yoii ;  I 
was  not,  nor  am  1  sick,  as  I  fancy  you  be- 
lieved; but  I  can  tell  you,  that  what  I  felt 
then,  and  now  endure,  is  worse  than  any  dis- 
ease. I  cannot  tell  well  what  ails  me,  but 
doubt  not  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you  will 
inform  you. 

"  It  was  not  known  in  this  quarter  of  the 
town,  and  therefore  you  could  know  nothing 
of  it,  that  the  princess  Badroulboudour,  the 
sultan's  daughter,  was  to  go  to  the  baths 
after  dinner.  T  heard  this  as  I  walked  about 
the  town,  and  an  order  was  issued,  that,  to 
pay  all  the  respect  that  was  due  to  that 
princess,  all  the  shops  should  be  shut  up  in 
her  way  thither,  and  everybody  keep  within 
doors,  to  leave  the  streets  free  for  her  and 
her  attendants.  As  I  was  not  then  far  from 
the  bath,  I  had  a  great  curiosity  to  see  the 
I^rincess's  face ;  and  as  it  occm-red  to  me  that 
the  princess,  when  she  came  nigh  the  door 
of  the  bath,  would  pull  her  veil  off,  I  re- 
solved to  get  behind  that  door.  You  know 
the  situation  of  the  door,  and  may  imagine 
that  I  must  have  a  full  view  of  her,  if  it 
happened  as  I  expected.  The  princess  threw 
off  her  veil,  and  I  had  the  hapinness  of  see- 
ing her  lovely  face  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction imaginable.  This,  mother,  was  the 
cause  of  my  melancholy  and  silence  yester- 
day; I  love  the  princess  with  so  much 
violence,  that  I  cannot  express  it;  and  as 
my  lively  jiassion  increases  every  moment, 
I  cannot  live  without  the  possession  of  the 
amiable  princess  Badroulboudour,  and  am 
resolved  to  ask  her  in  marriage  of  the  sultau 
her  father." 

Aladdin's  mother  listened  with  attention 
to  what  her  son  told  her;  but  when  he  talked 
of  asking  the  princess  Badrordboudour  in 
marriage  of  the  sidtan,  she  could  not  help 
bursting   out  into  a  loud  laugh.     Aladdin 


410 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHry  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


would  have  gone  on  with  his  discourse,  but 
she  inteiTupted  him.  "AJas!  chUd,"  said 
she,  "what  are  you  thinking  of?  you  must 
be  mad  to  talk  so." 

"I  assure  you,  mother,"  replied  Aladdin, 
"that  I  am  not  mad,  but  in  my  right  senses  : 
I  foresaw  that  you  would  reproach  me  with 
this  folly  and  extravagance ;  but  I  must  tell 
you  once  more,  that  I  am  resolved  to  demand 
the  princess  Badroulboudour  of  the  sidtan 
in  marriage,  and  your  remonstrances  shall 
not  prevent  me." 

"Indeed,  son,"  replied  the  mother,  seri- 
ously, "I  cannot  help  telling  you,  that  yoii 
have  quite  forgot  j'ourseK  ;  and  if  you  would 
put  this  resolution  of  yours  in  execution,  I 
do  not  see  who  j'^ou  can  get  to  venture  to 
projiose  it  for  you."  "You  yoiTrself,"  re- 
plied he  immediately.  "  I  go  to  the  sultan !  " 
answered  the  mother,  amazed  and  surprised. 
"I  shall  take  care  how  I  engage  in  such  an 
affair.  Why,  who  are  you,  son,"  continued 
she,  ' '  that  you  can  have  the  assurance  to  think 
of  your  sultan's  daughter?  Have  you  forgot 
that  your  father  was  one  of  the  ])oorest  tailors 
in  the  capital,  and  that  I  am  of  no  better  ex- 
traction ?  and  do  not  you  know  that  sultans 
never  marry  their  daughters  but  to  princes, 
sons  of  sultans  like  themselves?" 

"Mother,"  answered  Aladdin,  "1  have 
already  told  you  that  I  foresaw  all  that  you 
have  said,  or  can  say :  and  tell  you  again, 
that  neither  your  discourse  nor  your  remon- 
strances shall  make  me  change  my  mind.  I 
have  told  you  that  you  must  ask  the  prin- 
cess Badroulboudour  in  marriage  for  me  :  it 
is  a  favour  I  desire  of  you,  with  all  the  re- 
spect I  owe  you ;  and  I  beg  of  you  not  to 
refuse  me,  unless  you  would  rather  see  me 
in  my  grave,  than  by  so  doing  give  me  new 
life." 

The  good  old  woman  was  very  much  em- 
barrassed, when  she  found  Aladdin  so  obsti- 
nately persisting  in  so  foolish  a  design. 
"My  son,"  said  she  again,  "I  am  your 
mother,  who  brought  you  into  the  world, 
and  there  is  nothing  that  is  reasonable  but 
I  would  readily  do  for  you.  If  I  was  to  go 
and  treat  about  your  marriage  with  some 
neighbour's  daughter,  whose  circumstances 
were  equal  with  yours,  I  would  do  it  with 
all  my  heart ;  and  then  they  would  expect 
you  should  have  some  little  estate  or  for- 
tune, or  be  of  some  trade.  When  such  poor 
folks  as  we  are  have  a  mind  to  marry,  the 
first  thing  they  ought  to  think  of  is  how  to 
live.  But  without  reflecting  ou  the  mean- 
ness of  your  birth,  and  the  little  merit  and 
fortune  you  have  to  recommend  you,  yoii 
aim  at  the  highest  pitch  of  f  ortime ;  and 
your  pretensi(jns  are  no  less  than  to  demand 
in  marriage  the  daughter  of  your  sovereign, 
who  with  one  smgle  word  can  crush  you  to 
pieces.  I  say  nothing  of  what  respects 
yourself.     I  leave  you  to  reflect  on  what 


you  have  to  do,  if  you  have  ever  so  little 
thought.  I  come  now  to  consider  what 
concerns  myself.  How  could  so  extraordi- 
nary a  thought  come  into  your  head,  as 
that  I  should  go  to  the  sultan,  and  make  a  ; 
proposal  to  him,  to  give  his  daughter  in  j 
marriage  to  you  ?  SuppoSe  I  had,  not  to  say  I 
the  boldness,  but  the  impudence  to  present  I 
myself  before  the  sultan,  and  make  so  extra- 
vagant a  request,  to  whom  should  I  address  i 
myself  to  be  introduced  to  his  majesty?  Do  ' 
you  not  think  the  first  person  I  should  speak 
to  would  take  me  for  a  mad  woman,  and 
chastise  me  as  I  should  deserve?  .Suppose 
there  is  no  difEcidty  in  presenting  myself  to 
an  audience  of  the  sultan,  as  I  know  there  is 
none  to  those  who  go  to  ask  justice,  which 
he  distributes  equally  among  his  subjects  ;  I 
know  too  that  to  those  Avho  ask  some  favour, 
he  grants  it  with  jileasure  when  he  sees  it  is 
deserved,  and  the  persons  are  worthy  of  it. 
But  is  that  your  case  ?  and  do  you  think  you 
have  deserved  the  favour-  you  would  have  mc 
ask  for  j'ou  ?  are  you  worthy  of  it  ?  What 
have  you  done  to  deserve  such  a  favour? 
What  have  you  done  either  for  your  prince 
or  country?  How  have  you  distinguished 
yourself  I  If  you  have  done  uothnig  to 
merit  so  great  a  favour,  nor  are  worthy  of 
it,  with  what  face  shall  I  ask  it  ?  How  can 
I  open  my  mouth  to  make  the  jiroposal  to 
thesultau?  His  majestic  presence  and  the 
lustre  of  his  court  would  jiresently  silence 
me,  who  used  to  tremble  before  my  late 
husband  your  father,  when  I  asked  him  for 
anything.  Here  is  another  '.oason,  my 
son,  which  you  do  not  thir.k  of,  which  is, 
nobody  ever  goes  to  ask  a  favour  of  the 
sultan  without  a  jjresent ;  for  by  a  present, 
they  have  this  advantage,  that  if  for  some 
Itarticular  reasons  the  favcjur  is  denied,  they 
ai-e  sure  to  be  heard.  But  what  presents 
have  you  to  make?  And  if  you  had  any 
that  was  worthy  of  the  least  attention  of  so 
great  a  monarch,  Avhat  proportion  could  it 
bear  to  the  favour  you  would  ask  ?  There- 
fore, reflect  well  ou  what  you  are  about, 
and  consider,  that  you  asjiire  to  a  thing 
which  is  impossible  for  yoii  to  obtain." 

Aladdin  heard  very  calmly  aU  that  his 
mother  could  say  to  endeavour  to  dissuade 
him  from  his  design,  and  after  he  had  weighed 
her  representation  in  all  points,  made  an- 
swer :  "I  own,  mother,  it  is  great  rashness 
in  me  to  presume  to  carry  my  j)retensions 
so  far;  and  a  great  want  of  consideration,  to 
ask  you  with  so  much  heat  and  precipitancy 
to  go  and  make  the  proposal  of  my  marriage, 
to  the  siiltan,  without  first  taking  pro])er 
measures  to  procm-e  a  favourable  reception, 
and  therefore  beg  youi"  pardon.  But  be  not 
surprised,  that  through  the  violence  of  my 
passion  I  did  not  at  first  sight  see  everything 
that  was  nccessaiy  to  be  done,  to  procure 
me  that  happiness  I  seek  after.     I  love  the 
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l)riiicess  Badroulboudour  beyond  all  you  can 
imagine;  or  rather  T  adore  her,  and  shall 
always  jiersevero  in  my  design  of  mai-ryiug 
her;  which  is  a  thing  I  have  determined  and 
resolved  on.  I  am  obligeil  to  you  for  the 
hint  you  have  given  me,  and  look  ujjon  it  as 
the  first  step  I  ought  to  take  to  procure  me 
the  happy  success  I  promise  myself. 

"  You  say,  it  is  not  customary  to  go  to 
the  sidtan  without  a  present,  and  that  I 
have  nothing  -worthy  of  his  accej^tance.  As 
to  what  you  say  about  the  pi-esent,  I  agree 
with  you,  and  own  that  I  ne\'er  thought  of 
it ;  but  as  to  what  you  say  that  I  have  no- 
thing lit  to  present  him  with,  do  not  you 
think,  mother,  that  what  I  brought  home 
with  me  that  day  on  which  1  was  delivered 
from  an  inevitable  death,  may  be  an  agree- 
able present,  I  mean  those  things  you  and  I 
both  took  for  coloiu-ed  glasses ;  but  now  I 
am  undeceived,  and  can  tell  you  that  they 
are  jewels  of  an  inestimable  value,  and  tit 
for  the  greatest  monarchs.  I  know  the 
worth  of  them  by  frequenting  the  jewellers' 
shojis ;  and  you  may  take  my  word  for  it, 
all  the  jewels  that  T  saw  in  the  most  capital 
jewellers'  shops  were  not  to  be  compared  to 
those  we  have,  cither  for  size  or  beauty,  and 
yet  they  value  them  at  an  excessive  price. 
In  short,  neither  you  nor  I  know  the  value 
of  ours,  but  be  it  as  it  wiU,  by  the  little 
experience  I  have,  I  am  persuaded  that  they 
\^rill  be  received  very  favourably  by  the 
sultan :  you  have  a  large  porcelain  dish  fit 
to  hold  them  ;  fetch  it,  and  let  us  see  how 
they  will  look,  when  we  have  ranged  them 
according  to  their  different  colours." 

Aladdin's  mother  fetched  the  china  dish, 
and  he  took  the  je\\els  out  of  the  two  purses 
in  which  he  had  kept  them,  and  placed  them 
in  the  dish.  But  the  brightness  and  lustre 
they  had  in  the  day-time,  and  the  variety 
of  the  colours,  so  dazzled  the  eyes  both  of 
mother  aud  son,  that  they  were  astonished 
beyond  measure ;  for  they  had  only  seen 
them  by  the  light  of  a  lamp;  for  though 
Aladdin  had  seen  them  hang  on  the  trees 
like  f nut,  beautiful  to  the  eye,  yet  as  he  was 
but  a  boy,  he  did  not  take  much  notice  of 
them;  but  looked  on  them  only  as  trinkets. 

After  they  had  admired  the  beaxity  of  this 
present  some  time,  Aladdin  said  to  his  mo- 
ther, "Now  you  cannot  excuse  yourself  from 
going  to  the  sidtau,  under  the  pretext  of  not 
having  a  present  to  make  him,  since  here  is 
one  which  will  gain  you  a  favourable  recep- 
tion." 

Though  Aladdin's  mother,  notwithstand- 
ing the  beauty  and  lustre  of  the  present, 
did  not  beheve  it  so  valuable  as  her  son 
esteemed  it,  she  thought  it  might  neverthe- 
less be  agreeable  to  the  sultan,  and  found 
that  she  could  not  have  anything  to  say 
against  it,  but  was  always  thinking  of  the 
request  Aladdin  "wanted  her  to  make  to  the 


sultan  by  favour  of  his  present.  "My  son," 
said  she,  "  I  cannot  conceive  that  your  pre- 
sent will  have  its  desired  etiect,  and  that  the 
sultan  will  look  upon  me  with  a  favourable 
eye  ;  and  1  am  sure,  that  if  I  attempt  to  ac- 
quit myself  on  this  message  of  yours,  I  shall 
have  no  ])ower  to  open  my  mouth  ;  and 
therefore  I  shall  not  only  lose  my  labour, 
but  the  present,  which  you  say  is  so  extra- 
ordinary, and  shall  return  home  again  in 
confusion,  to  tell  you  that  your  hopes  are 
frustrated.  I  have  told  you  the  couscciueuce, 
aud  you  ought  to  believe  me;  but,"  added 
she,  "  I  will  exert  my  best  endeavour  to 
please  you,  and  wish  I  may  have  power  to 
ask  the  sultan  as  you  would  have  me  ;  but 
certainly  he  will  either  laugh  at  me,  or  send 
me  back  like  a  fool,  or  be  in  so  great  a  rage, 
as  to  make  us  both  the  victims  of  his  fury." 

She  used  a  great  many  more  arguments  to 
endeavour  to  make  him  change  his  mind  ; 
but  the  charms  of  the  princess  Badroidbou- 
dour  had  made  too  gi-eat  an  impression  on 
his  heart  to  dissuade  him  from  his  design. 
Aladdin  persisted  in  desiring  his  mother  to 
execute  his  resolution,  and  she,  as  much  out 
of  tenderness  as  for  fear  he  shoidd  be  guilty 
of  a  greater  piece  of  extravagance,  conde- 
scended to  his  request. 

As  it  was  now  late,  aud  the  time  of  day 
for  going  to  the  sultan's  palace  was  past, 
it  was  put  ofi  till  the  next.  The  mother 
and  son  talked  of  different  matters  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  day  ;  and  Aladdin  took 
a  great  deal  of  pains  to  encourage  his  mo- 
ther in  the  task  she  had  undertaken  to  go 
to  the  sultan ;  while  she,  notwithstanding 
all  his  arguments,  could  not  persuade  herself 
she  could  ever  succeed  ;  and  it  must  be  con- 
fessed she  had  reason  enough  to  doubt. 
"  Child,"  said  she  to  Aladdin,  "  if  the  sultan 
should  receive  me  as  favourably  as  I  wish 
for  your  sake,  and  should  hear  my  proposal 
with  calmness,  and  after  this  kind  reception 
should  think  of  asking  me  where  lie  your 
riches  and  your  estate,  (for  he  wdl  sooner 
inquire  after  that  than  your  person,) — if,  I 
say,  he  should  ask  me  the  question,  what 
answer  would  you  have  me  return  him  ! " 

"  Let  us  r.ot  be  uneasy,  mother,"  replied 
Aladdin,  "  about  what  may  never  happen. 
First,  let  us  see  how  the  sultan  receives, 
and  what  answer  he  gives  you.  If  it  should 
so  fall  out,  that  he  desires  to  be  informed  of 
aU  that  you  mention,  I  have  thought  of  an 
answer,  and  am  confident  that  the  lamp, 
which  hath  subsisted  us  so  long,  wiU  not 
fail  me  in  time  of  need." 

Aladdin's  mother  could  not  say  anything 
against  what  her  son  then  proposed  ;  but 
reflected  that  the  lauip  might  lie  capable  of 
doing  greater  wonders  than  just  providing 
victuals  for  them.  This  consideration  satis- 
fied her,  and  at  the  same  time  removed  all 
the  difficidties  Avhich  might  have  prevented 
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lier  from  undertaking  the  service  she  had 
promised  her  son  with  the  sultan;  when 
Aladdin,  who  penetrated  into  his  mother's 
thoughts,  said  to  her,  "  Above  all  things, 
mother,  be  sure  to  keeji  the  secret,  for 
thereon  depends  the  success  we  have  to  ex- 
pect;"  and  after  this  caiition,  Aladdin  and 
his  mother  jiarted  to  go  to  bed.  But  violent 
love,  and  the  great  prospect  of  so  immense 
a  fortune,  had  so  much  possessed  the  son's 
thoughts,  that  he  could  not  rest  as  well  as 
he  could  have  Avished.  He  rose  at  daybreak, 
and  went  presently  and  awakened  his  mo- 
ther, i)ressing  her  to  get  herself  dressed  to 
go  to  the  sultan's  jialace,  and  to  get  in 
tirst,  as  the  grand  vizier,  the  other  viziers, 
and  all  the  great  officers  of  state,  went  in 
to  take  their  seats  in  the  divan,  where  the 
sultan  always  assisted  in  person. 

Aladdin's  mother  did  all  her  son  desired. 
She  took  the  china  dish,  in  which  they  had 
put  the  jewels  the  day  before,  tied  up  in  two 
najikius,  one  finer  than  the  other,  which  was 
tied  at  four  corners  for  more  easy  carriage, 
and  set  forwards  for  the  sidtan's  palace,  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  Aladdin,  When 
she  came  to  the  gates,  the  grand  vizier,  and 
the  other  viziers  and  most  distinguished 
lords  of  the  court,  were  just  gone  in ;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  crowd  of  peojile  who 
j  had  business  at  the  divan  was  extraordina- 
rily great,  she  got  into  the  divan,  which  was  a 
large  spacious  hall,  the  entry  into  which  was 
very  magnificent.  She  placed  herself  just 
before  the  sultan,  grand  vizier,  and  the  great 
lords,  who  sat  in  that  council,  on  his  right 
and  left  hand.  Several  causes  were  called, 
according  to  their  order,  and  pleaded  and 
adjudged,  until  the  time  the  divan  generally 
broke  uj),  when  the  sultan  rising,  dismissed 
the  council,  and  returned  to  his  apartment, 
I  attended  by  the  grand  vizier ;  the  other 
j  viziers  and  ministers  of  state  returned,  as 
also  did  all  those  whose  business  called  them 
I  thither ;  some  pleased  with  gaining  their 
j  causes,  others  dissatisfied  at  the  sentences 
jironounced  against  them,  and  some  in  ex- 
pectation of  theirs  being  heard  the  next 
Bitting. 

Aladdin's  mother,  seeing  the  sultan  rise 
and  retire,  and  all  the  people  go  away, 
judged  rightly  that  he  would  not  come  again 
that  day,  and  resolved  to  go  home.  When 
Aladdin  saw  her  return  with  the  present 
designed  for  the  sidtan,  he  knew  not  at  first 
what  to  think  of  her  success,  and  in  the  fear 
he  was  in  le.st  she  should  bring  him  some  ill 
news,  he  had  not  courage  enough  to  ask  her 
any  questions,  till  his  mother,  who  had 
never  set  foot  into  the  sultan's  ])alace  before, 
and  knew  not  what  was  eveiy  day  practised 
there,  freed  him  from  his  embarrassment, 
and  said  to  him,  with  a  great  deal  of  sim- 
plicity, "Son,  I  have  seen  the  sultan,  and 
am  very  well  persuaded  he  has  seen  mo  too ; 


for  T  placed  myself  just  before  him,  and 
nothing  could  hinder  him  from  seeing  me ; 
but  he  was  so  much  taken  up  with  all  those 
who  talked  on  all  sides  of  him,  that  I  pitied 
him,  and  wondered  at  his  patience  in  hearing 
them.  At  last  I  believe  he  was  heartily 
tired,  for  he  rose  up  suddenly,  and  would 
not  hear  a  great  many  who  were  ready  pre- 
pai-ed  to  s[)eak  to  him,  but  went  away,  at 
which  I  was  very  well  pleased,  for  indeed  I 
V>egan  to  lose  all  patience,  and  was  extremely 
tired  with  staying  so  long.  But  there  is  no 
harm  done;  I  will  go  again  to-morrow;  per- 
haps the  sultan  may  not  be  so  busy." 

Though  Aladdin's  passion  was  very  vio- 
lent, he  was  forced  to  be  satisfied  with  this 
excuse,  and  to  fortify  himself  with  patience. 
He  had  at  least  the  satisfaction  to  find  that 
his  mother  had  got  over  the  greatest  difii- 
culty,  which  Avas  to  procure  access  to  the 
sultan,  and  hoped  that  the  example  of  those 
she  saw  sjieak  to  him  woidd  embolden  her 
to  acquit  herself  better  of  her  commission 
when  a  favourable  opportunity  offered  to 
speak  to  him. 

The  next  morning  she  went  to  the  sultan's 
palace  with  the  present,  as  early  as  the  day 
before,  but  when  she  came  there,  she  found  j 
the  gates  of  the  divan  shut,  and  understood 
that  the  council  sat  but  every  other  day, 
therefore  she  must  come  again  the  next. 
This  news  she  carried  to  her  son,  whose  only 
relief  was  to  guard  himself  with  patience. 
She  went  six  times  afterwards  on  the  days 
appointed,  placed  herself  alwaj^s  directly  be- 
fore the  saltan,  but  with  as  little  success  as 
the  first  time,  and  might  have  perhaps  come 
a  thousand  times  to  as  little  purpose,  if  the 
sultan  himself  had  not  taken  a  particidar 
notice  of  her  :  for  it  is  very  probable  that 
only  those  who  came  with  jjetitions  ap- 
proached the  sultan,  and  each  pleaded  their 
cause  in  its  turn,  and  Aladdin's  mother  was 
not  one  of  them. 

That  day  at  last,  after  the  council  was 
broke  up,  when  the  sultan  was  retuiuied  to 
his  own  a])artment,  he  said  to  his  grand 
vizier,  "I  have  for  some  time  observed  a 
certain  woman,  who  comes  constantly  every 
day  that  I  go  into  council,  and  has  some- 
thing -wrapped  up  in  a  napkin  :  she  always 
stands  up  from  the  beginning  to  the  break- 
ing Tip  of  the  coiincil,  and  afi^ects  to  place 
her.self  just  before  me.  Do  you  know  what 
she  wants?" 

"  Sir,"  replied  the  grand  vizier,  who  knew 
no  more  than  the  sultan  what  she  wanted, 
Init  had  not  a  mind  to   seem  uninformed, 
"your    majesty   knows    that  women  often 
form    complaints    on   trifles  ;    perhaps    this 
woman  may  come  to  complain  to  your  ma-  [ 
jesty,  that  somebody  has  sold  her  some  bad  I 
flour,   or  some   such  trifling  matter."     Tlie  ' 
sultan  was  not   satisfied  with   this  answer,   , 
but  replied,    "  If  this  woman  comes  again 
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]u>xt  council-day,  do  not  fail  to  call  her, 
that  I  may  hear  what  she  has  to  say."  The 
grand  vizier,  made  ansMcr  by  kissing  his 
hand,  and  lifting  it  up  above  his  head,  signi- 
fying his  willingness  to  lose  it  if  he  failed. 

By  this  time,  Aladdin'.s  mother  was  so 
much  used  to  go  to  the  council,  and  stand 
before  the  sultan,  that  she  did  not  think  it 
any  trouble,  if  she  could  but  satisfy  her  son 
that  she  neglected  nothing  that  lay  in  her 
power  to  please  him :  so  the  next  council- 
day  she  went  to  the  divan,  and  placed  her- 
self before  the  sultan  as  usual;  and  before 
the  grand  vizier  had  made  his  report  of 
business,  the  sultan  perceived  her,  and  oom- 
l)assionating  her  for  having  waited  so  long, 
he  said  to  the  ^nzier,  "  Before  you  enter 
upon  any  business,  remember  the  woman  I 
spoke  to  you  about;  bid  her  come  near,  and 
let  us  hear  and  dispatch  her  busmess  first." 
The  grand  vizier  immediately  called  the  chief 
of  the  officers,  who  stood  ready  to  obey  his 
commands;  and  pointing  to  her,  bid  him  go 
to  that  woman,  and  tell  her  to  come  before 
the  sidtan. 

The  chief  of  the  officers  went  to  Aladdin's 
mother,  and,  at  a  sign  he  gave  her,  she  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  foot  of  the  sultan's  throne, 
where  he  left  her,  and  retired  to  his  place  by 
the  grand  vizier.  Aladdin's  mother,  by  the 
example  of  a  great  many  others  whom  she 
saw  salute  the  sidtan,  bowed  her  head  down 
to  the  carpet,  M'hich  covered  the  steps  of 
the  throne,  and  remained  in  that  posture  till 
the  sultan  bid  her  rise,  which  she  had  no 
sooner  done,  than  the  sultan  said  to  her, 
"Good  woman,  I  have  observed  you  to  stand 
a  long  time,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
rising  of  the  divan;  what  business  brings 
you  here?" 

At  these  words,  Aladdin's  mother  pro- 
strated herself  a  second  time;  and  when  she 
got  up  again,  said,  "Monarch  of  monarchs, 
before  I  tell  your  majesty  the  extraordinary 
and  almost  incredible  business  which  brings 
me  before  your  high  throne,  I  beg  of  you  to 
pardon  the  boldness  or  rather  impudence  of 
the  demand  I  am  going  to  make,  which  is 
so  uncommon,  that  I  tremble,  and  am 
ashamed  to  jiropose  it  to  my  sultan."  In 
order  to  give  her  the  more  freedom  to  ex- 
plain herself,  the  sidtan  ordered  everybody 
to  go  out  of  the  divan  but  the  grand  vizier, 
and  then  told  her  that  she  might  speak  with- 
out restraint. 

Aladdin's  mother,  not  content  with  this 
favour  of  the  sultan's  to  save  her  the  trouble 
and  confusion  of  sjieaking  before  so  many 
people,  was  notwithstanding  for  securing 
herself  against  his  anger,  which,  from  the 
proposal  she  was  going  to  make,  she  was 
not  a  little  apprehensive  of;  therefore  re- 
suming her  discourse,  she  said,  "  I  beg  of 
your  majestj-,  if  you  shoidd  think  my  de- 
mand the  least  injurious  or  oflfensive,  to  as- 


sure me  first  of  your  pardon  and  forgiveness." 
"Well,"  replied  the  sultan,  "I  will  forgive 
you,  be  it  what  it  wiU,  and  no  hurt  shall 
come  to  you  :  speak  boldly." 

When  Aladdin's  mother  had  taken  all 
these  iirecautions,  for  fear  of  the  sultan's 
anger,  she  told  him  faithfully  how  Aladdin 
had  seen  the  princess  Badroulboudour,  the 
violent  love  that  fatal  sight  had  inspired 
him  Avith,  the  declaration  he  had  made  to 
her  of  it  when  he  came  home,  and  what  re- 
presentations she  had  made  to  dissuade  him 
from  "a  passion  no  less  injurious,"  said  she, 
"to  your  majesty,  as  sultan,  than  to  the 
princess  your  daughter.  But,"  continued 
she,  ' '  my  son,  instead  of  taking  my  advice 
and  reflecting  on  his  boldness,  was  so  obsti- 
nate as  to  persevere  in  it,  and  to  threaten 
me  with  some  desperate  act,  if  I  refused  to 
come  and  ask  the  princess  in  marriage  of 
your  majesty;  and  it  was  not  till  after  an 
extreme  violence  on  myself,  I  was  forced  to 
have  this  complaisance  for  him,  for  which  I 
beg  your  majesty  once  more  to  pardon  not 
only  me,  but  forgive  Aladdin  my  son,  for 
entertaining  such  a  rash  thought  as  to  aspire 
to  so  high  an  alliance." 

The  sultan  hearkened  to  this  discourse 
with  a  great  deal  of  mildness,  without  shew- 
ing the  least  anger  or  passion ;  but  before 
he  gave  her  any  answer,  he  asked  her  what 
she  had  brought  tied  up  in  that  nai)kin. 
■She  took  the  chma  dish,  which  she  had  set 
down  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  before  she 
prostrated  herself  before  him ;  she  untied  it, 
and  presented  it  to  the  sultan. 

The  sultan's  amazement  and  surprise  were 
inexpressible,  when  he  saw  so  many  large, 
beautiful,  and  valuable  jewels  collected  in 
one  dish.  He  remained  for  some  time  mo- 
tionless with  admiration.  At  last,  when  he 
had  recovered  himself,  he  received  the  pre- 
sent from  Aladdin's  mother's  hand,  and 
crying  out  in  a  transport  of  joy,  "How rich 
and  how  beautiful !  "  After  he  had  admired 
and  handled  all  the  jewels,  one  after  another, 
he  turned  about  to  his  grand  vizier,  and 
shewing  him  the  dish,  said,  "Look  here, 
and  confess  that  yoiu-  eyes  never  beheld  any 
thing  so  rich  and  beautiful  before."  The 
vizier  was  charmed.  "Well,"  continued  the 
sultan,  "what  sayest  thou  to  such  a  present? 
Is  it  not  worthy  of  the  prmcess  my  daughter? 
And  ought  I  not  to  bestow  her  on  one  who 
values  her  at  so  great  price?" 

These  words  x'nt  the  grand  vizier  into  a 
strange  agitation.  The  sultan  had  some 
time  before  signified  to  him  his  intention  of 
bestowing  the  princess  his  daughter  on  a  son 
of  his  ;  therefore  he  was  afraid,  and  not 
without  grounds,  that  the  sultan,  dazzled  by 
so  rich  and  extraordinary  a  present,  might 
change  his  mind.  Thereupon,  going  to  him, 
and  whispering  him  in  the  ear,  he  said  to 
him,   "Sir,  I  cannot  but  own  that  the  pre» 
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sent  is  Avortliy  of  the  iirincess ;  but  I  heg  of 
your  majesty  to  gi-ant  me  three  months  be- 
fore you  come  to  a  resolution.  I  hope,  before 
that  time,  my  son,  on  whom  you  have  had 
the  goodness  to  look  with  a  favourable  eye, 
will  be  able  to  make  a  nobler  present  than 
Aladdin,  who  is  an  entire  stranger  to  your 
majesty." 

The  sultan,  though  he  was  very  well  per- 
suaded that  it  was  not  possible  for  the  vizier 
to  provide  so  considerable  a  present  for  his 
son  to  make  the  princess,  yet  he  hearkened 
to  him,  and  granted  him  that  favour.  So 
turning  about  to  Aladdin's  mother,  he  ."said 
to  her,  "Good  woman,  go  home,  and  tell 
your  son  that  I  agree  to  the  j^roposal  you 
have  made  me;  but  I  cannot  marry  the 
princess  my  daiighter  till  some  furnitiare  I 
design  for  her  be  got  ready,  which  cannot 
be  finished  these  three  months  ;  but  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  come  again." 

Aladdin's  mother  returned  home  much 
more  overjoyed  than  she  could  have  ima- 
gined, for  she  looked  uj)on  her  access  to  the 
sultan  as  a  thing  impossible  ;  and  Ijesides, 
she  had  met  with  a  favoiiral^le  answer,  in- 
stead of  the  refusal  and  confusion  she  ex- 
pected. From  two  circumstances  Aladdin, 
when  he  saw  his  mother  return,  judged  that 
she  brought  him  good  news  :  the  one  was, 
that  she  returned  sooner  than  ordinary;  and 
the  next  was,  the  gaiety  of  her  coimtenance. 
"Well,  mother,"  said  he  to  her,  "may  I 
entertain  any  hopes,  or  must  T  die  with  de- 
spair ?  "  When  she  had  pidled  off  her  veil, 
and  had  sat  herself  down  on  the  sofa  by  him, 
she  said  to  him,  "Not  to  keep  you  long  in 
suspense,  son,  I  will  begin  by  telling  you, 
that  instead  of  thinking  of  dying,  you  have 
every  reason  to  be  very  well  satisfied." 
Then  i^ursuing  her  discourse,  she  told  him 
how  that  she  had  an  audience  before  every- 
body else,  which  made  her  come  home  so 
soon;  the  precautions  she  had  taken  lest  she 
should  have  disjileased  the  sultan,  by  making 
the  j)ro25osal  of  marriage  betv\-een  him  and 
tlie  princess  Badroulboudour,  and  the  favour- 
able answer  she  had  from  the  caliph's  own 
mouth  ;  and  that,  as  far  as  she  could  judge, 
the  present  wi-ought  that  powerful  efi'ect. 
"But  when  I  least  expected  it,"  said  she, 
' '  and  he  was  going  to  give  me  an  answer, 
the  grand  vizier  whispered  him  in  the  ear, 
and  1  was  afraid  it  might  be  some  obstacle  to 
his  good  intentions  towards  us." 

Aladdin  thought  himself  the  most  happy 
of  all  men,  at  hearing  of  this  news,  and 
thanked  his  mother  for  all  the  pains  she  had 
taken  in  the  pursuit  of  this  aftair,  the  good 
success  of  which  was  of  so  great  importance 
to  his  peace.  Though,  through  his  impa- 
tience to  enjoy  the  object  of  his  passion, 
three  months  seemed  an  age,  yet  he  disj^osed 
himself  to  wait  with  patience,  relying  on  the 
sultan's  word,  which  he  looked  upon  to  be 


irrevocable.  But  all  that  time  he  not  only 
coimted  the  hours,  days,  and  weeks,  but 
every  moment.  When  two  of  the  three 
months  were  past,  his  mother  one  evening 
going  to  light  the  lamp,  and  finding  no  oil 
in  the  house,  went  out  to  buy  some,  and 
when  she  came  into  the  city,  found  a  general 
rejoicing.  The  shops,  instead  of  being  shut 
up,  were  open,  dressed  -with  foliage,  every 
one  striving  to  shew  their  zeal  in  the  most 
distinguished  manner.  The  streets  were 
crowded  with  officers  in  habits  of  ceremony, 
mounted  on  horses  richly  caparisoned,  each 
attended  by  a  great  many  footmen.  Alad- 
din's mother  asked  the  oil-merchant  what 
was  the  meaning  of  all  those  doings. 
"Whence  came  you,  good  woman,"  said  he, 
"that  you  don't  know  that  the  grand  vizier's 
son  is  to  marry  the  princess  Badroulboudour, 
the  sultan's  daughter,  to-night?  She  will 
presently  return  from  the  baths  ;  and  these 
ofiicers  that  you  see,  are  to  assist  at  the 
cavalcade  to  the  palace,  where  the  ceremony 
is  to  be  solemnised." 

This  was  news  enough  for  Aladdin's  mo- 
ther. She  ran,  till  she  was  quite  out  of 
breath,  home  to  her  son,  who  little  suspected 
any  such  thing.  "  Child,"  cried  she,  "  you 
are  undone !  you  depend  ujion  the  sultan's 
fine  promises,  but  they  will  come  to  no- 
thing." Aladdin  was  terribly  alarmed  at 
these  words.  "  Mother,"  replied  he,  "  how 
do  you  know  the  sultan  has  been  giiilty  of  a 
breach  of  promise?"  "This  night,"  an- 
swered the  mother,  "  the  gi-and  vizier's  son 
is  to  marry  the  princess  Badroulboudour." 
She  then  related  how  she  had  heard  it ;  so 
that  from  all  circumstances  he  had  no  reason 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  what  she  said. 

At  this  account,  Aladdin  was  thunder- 
struck. Any  other  man  woiild  have  simk 
under  the  shock;  but  a  secret  motive  of 
jealousy  soon  roused  his  spirits,  and  he  be- 
thought himself  of  the  lamp,  which  had  till 
then  been  so  iiseful  to  him;  and  without 
venting  his  rage  in  empty  words  against  the 
sultan,  the  vizier,  or  his  son,  he  only  said, 
"  Perhaps,  mother,  the  vizier's  son  may  not 
be  so  happy  to  night  as  he  promises  himself: 
while  I  go  into  my  chamber  a  moment,  do 
you  go  and  get  suj)per  ready."  She  accord- 
ingly went  about  it,  and  she  guessed  that 
her  son  was  going  to  make  use  of  the  lamp, 
to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  consummation  of 
the  marriage. 

When  Aladdin  had  got  into  his  chamber, 
he  took  the  lamp,  and  rubbed  it  in  the  same 
place  as  before,  and  immediately  the  genie 
appeared,  and  said  to  him,  "What  woiddst 
thou  have  ?  I  am  ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy 
slave,  and  the  slave  of  all  those  who  have 
that  lamp  in  their  hands ;  I  and  the  other 
slaves  of  the  lamp."  "Hear  me,"  said 
Aladdin;  "thou  hast  hitherto  brought  me 
whatever  I  wanted  as  to  proAnsions;    but 
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II ov,-  I  liave  I>usiiiess  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance for  tlico  to  execute.  I  Lave  demanded 
the  jirincess  BadrouUjoudour  in  marriage  of 
the  sultan  her  father  :  ho  promised  her  to 
me,  but  he  asked  three  months'  time  ;  and 
instead  of  keeping  that  promise,  has  this 
night,  before  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
married  her  to  the  grand  vizier's  son.  T 
have  just  heard  this,  and  have  no  doubt  of 
it.  What  I  ask  of  you  is,  that  as  soon  as 
the  bride  and  bridegroom  are  in  bed,  you 
bring  them  both  hither  in  their  bed." 
"Master,"  replied  the  genie,  "  I  will  obey 
you.  Have  yo\i  any  other  commands?" 
"None  at  present,"  answered  Aladdin;  and 
then  the  genie  disappeared. 

Aladdin  went  down  stairs,  and  supped 
■with  his  mother,  with  the  same  tranquillity 
of  mind  as  usual ;  and  after  supper,  talked 
of  the  princess's  marriage  as  of  an  affair 
■wherein  he  had  not  the  least  concern  ;  and 
afterwards  returned  to  his  own  chamber 
again,  and  left  his  mother  to  go  to  bed  ;  but 
he,  for  his  part,  sat  vl^  till  the  genie  had 
executed  his  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  everything  was  prepared 
with  the  greatest  magnilicence  in  the  sul- 
tan's palace,  to  celebrate  the  princess's  nup- 
tials ;  and  the  evening  was  spent  with  all 
the  usual  ceremonies  and  great  rejoicings  till 
midnight,  when  the  grand  vizier's  son,  on  a 
signal  given  him  by  the  chief  of  the  prin- 
cess's eunuchs,  slipped  away  from  the  com- 
pany, and  was  introduced  by  that  officer 
into  the  princess's  apartment,  where  the 
nuptial  bed  was  prepared.  He  went  to  bed 
first,  and  in  a  little  time  after,  the  snltaness, 
accompanied  by  her  own  women,  and  those 
of  the  princess,  brought  the  bride,  who, 
according  to  the  custom  of  new  married 
ladies,  made  great  resistance.  The  sultaness 
hei'self  helped  to  undress  her,  put  her  into 
bed  by  a  kind  of  violence  ;  and  after  having 
kissed  her,  and  wished  her  good  night,  re- 
tired with  all  the  women,  and  the  last  who 
came  ont  shut  the  door. 

No  sooner  was  the  door  shut,  but  the' 
genie,  as  the  faithful  slave  of  the  lamp,  and 
punctual  in  executing  the  command  of  those 
who  possessed  it,  without  giving  the  bride- 
groom the  least  time  to  caress  his  bride,  to 
the  great  amazement  of  them  both,  t<3ok  up 
the  bed,  and  transported  it  in  an  instant  into 
Aladdin's  chamber,  where  he  set  it  dowia. 

Aladdin,  who  waited  impatiently  for  this 
moment,  did  not  suffer  the  vizier's  son  to 
remain  long  in  bed  with  the  princess.  ' '  Take 
this  new  married  man,"  said  he  to  the  genie, 
"and  shut  him  up  in  the  house  of  office,  and 
come  again  to-moi-row  morning  after  day- 
break. "  The  genie  presently  took  the  vizier's 
son  out  of  bed,  and  carried  him  in  his  shirt 
whither  Aladdin  bid  him  ;  and  after  he  had 
breathed  upon  him,  which  prevented  his 
stirring,  he  left  him  there. 


Great  as  was  Aladdin's  love  for  the  prin- 
cess Badroulboudour,  ho  did  not  talk  much 
to  her  when  they  were  alone  ;  but  only  said 
with  a  passionate  air,  "Fear  nothing,  ador- 
able princess ;  you  are  here  in  safety  ;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  violence  of  my  passion, 
which  your  charms  have  kindled,  it  shall 
never  exceed  the  boinids  of  the  profound  re- 
spect I  owe  you.  If  I  have  been  forced  to 
come  to  this  extremity,  it  is  not  with  any 
intention  of  affronting  you,  but  to  prevent 
an  unjust  rival's  possessing  yoii,  contrary  to 
the  sultan  your  father's  promise  in  favour  of 
me. " 

The  princess,  who  knew  nothing  of  these 
particulars,  gave  very  little  attention  to  what 
Aladdin  coukl  say.  The  fright  and  amaze- 
ment of  so  unexpected  an  adventure  had  put 
her  into  such  a  condition,  that  he  could  not 
get  one  word  from  her.  However,  he  un- 
dressed himself,  and  got  into  the  vizier's 
son's  place,  and  lay  with  his  back  to  the 
princess,  putting  a  sabre  between  himself 
and  her,  to  shew  that  he  deserved  to  be 
punished,  if  he  attempted  anything  against 
her  honour. 

Aladdin,  very  well  satisfied  Avith  having 
thus  deprived  his  ri\'al  of  the  happiness  he 
had  flattered  himself  with  enjoying  that 
night,  slept  very  cpiictly,  though  the  prin- 
cess ]3adroulboudour  never  passed  a  night 
so  ill  in  her  life  ;  and  if  we  consider  the  con- 
dition the  genie  left  the  grand  vizier's  son 
in,  we  may  imagine  that  the  new  bridegroom 
spent  it  much  worse. 

Aladdin  had  no  occasion  the  next  morn- 
ing to  rub  the  lamp  to  call  the  genie ;  he 
came  at  the  hour  ajipointed,  and  just  when 
he  had  done  dressing  himself,  and  said  to 
him,  "  I  am  here,  master ;  what  are  your 
commands?"  "  Go,"  said  Aladdin,  "fetch 
the  vizier's  son  out  of  the  place  where  you 
left  him,  and  put  him  into  his  bed  again, 
and  carry  it  to  the  sultan's  palace,  from 
whence  you  brought  it. "  The  genie  presently 
returned  with  the  vizier's  son.  Aladdin 
took  np  his  sabre,  the  bridegroom  was  laid 
by  the  princess,  and  in  an  instant  the  nup- 
tial bed  was  transported  into  the  same 
chamber  of  the  palace  from  whence  it  had 
been  bi'ought.  But  we  must  observe,  that 
all  this  time  the  genie  never  appeared  either 
to  the  princess  or  the  grand  vizier's  son.  His 
hideous  form  would  have  made  them  die 
with  fear.  Neither  did  they  hear  anything 
of  the  discourse  between  Aladdin  and  him  ; 
they  only  perceived  the  motion  of  the  bed, 
and  their  transportation  from  one  place  to 
another ;  which  we  may  well  imagine  was 
enough  to  frighten  them. 

As  soon  as  the  genie  had  set  down  the 
miptial-bed  in  its  proper  place,  the  sultan, 
curious  to  know  how  the  princess  his  daugh- 
ter had  spent  the  wedding-night,  opened  the 
door  to  wish  her  good  morning.     The  grand 
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vizier's  son,  wlio  Avas  almost  perished  with 
cold,  by  standing  in  his  shirt  all  night,  and 
liad  not  had  time  to  warm  himself  in  bed,  no 
sooner  heard  the  door  open,  but  he  got  out 
of  bed,  and  ran  into  the  wardrobe,  where  he 
had  undressed  himself  the  night  before. 

The  sidtan  went  to  the  bed-side,  kissed  the 
princess  between  the  eyes,  according  to 
custom,  wishing  her  a  good-morrow,  and 
asked  her,  smiling,  how  she  had  passed  the 
night.  But  lifting  up  her  head,  and  looking 
at  her  more  earnestly,  he  was  extremely 
surprised  to  see  her  so  melancholy,  and  that 
neither  by  a  blush  nor  any  other  sign  she 
could  satisfy  his  curiosity.  She  only  cast  at 
him  a  sorrowful  look,  expressive  of  great 
afHiction  or  great  dissatisfaction.  He  said 
a  few  words  to  her ;  but  finding  that  he 
could  not  get  a  word  from  her,  he  attributed 
it  to  her  modesty,  and  retired.  Nevertheless, 
he  suspected  that  there  was  something  extra- 
ordinary in  this  silence,  and  thereujion  went 
immediately  to  the  sultaness's  aiiartment, 
and  told  her  in  what  a  state  he  found  the 
lirincess,  and  how  she  received  him,  "  Sir," 
said  the  sultaness,  "yoiir  majesty  ought  not 
to  be  surprised  at  this  behaviour  ;  all  new 
married  people  alwaj's  have  a  reserve  about 
them  the  next  day  ;  she  will  be  quite  an- 
other thing  in  two  or  three  days'  time,  and 
then  she  will  receive  the  sultan  her  father 
as  she  ought;  but  I  wUl  go  and  see  her," 
added  she ;  "  I  am  very  much  deceived  if 
she  receives  me  in  the  same  manner." 

As  soon  as  the  sultaness  was  dressed,  she 
went  to  the  princess's  apartment,  who  was 
still  in  bed.  She  undrew  the  curtain,  wished 
her  good-morrow,  and  kissed  her.  But  how 
great  was  her  surprise  when  she  returned  no 
answer  ;  and  looking  more  attentively  at  her, 
she  perceived  her  to  be  very  much  dejected, 
which  made  her  judge  that  something  had 
happened  which  she  did  not  understand. 
"How  comes  it,  child,"  said  the  sidtaness, 
*'that  you  do  not  return  my  caresses? 
Ought  you  to  treat  your  mother  after  this 
manner?  And  do  you  think  I  do  not  know 
what  may  have  happened  in  your  circum- 
stances ?  I  am  apt  to  believe  you  do  not 
think  so,  and  something  extraordinary  has 
hapi^ened:  come,  tell  me  freely,  and  leave 
me  no  longer  in  a  painful  suspense." 

At  last  the  princess  Badroulboudour  broke 
silence  with  a  great  sigh,  and  said,  "Alas! 
madam,  most  honoured  mother,  forgive  me 
if  I  have  failed  in  the  respect  I  OM'e  you. 
My  mind  is  so  full  of  the  extraordinary 
things  which  have  befallen  me  this  night, 
that  T  have  not  yet  recovered  my  amaze- 
ujent  and  fright,  and  scarce  know  myself." 
Then  she  told  her  how  the  instant  after  she 
and  her  husband  were  in  bed,  the  bed  was 
transposed  into  a  dark  dirty  room,  where 
he  was  taken  from  her  and  carried  away, 
where  she  knew  not,  and  she  was  left  alone 


with  a  young  man,  who,  after  he  had  said 
something  to  her,  M-hich  her  fright  did  not 
suffer  her  to  hear,  laid  himself  down  by  her, 
in  her  husband's  place,  but  first  put  his 
sabre  between  them ;  and  in  the  morning 
her  liusband  was  brought  to  her  again,  and 
the  bed  was  transported  back  to  her  own 
chamber  in  an  instant.  "All  this,"  said 
she,  "was  but  just  done,  when  the  sidtan 
my  father  came  into  my  chamber.  I  was 
so  overwhelmed  with  grief,  that  I  had  not 
power  to  make  him  one  word  of  answer ; 
therefore  I  am  afraid  that  he  is  offended  at 
the  manner  in  which  I  received  the  honour 
he  did  me ;  but  I  hope  he  will  forgive  me, 
when  he  knows  my  melancholy  adventure, 
and  the  miserable  state  I  am  in  at  present." 
The  sidtaness  heard  all  the  princess  told 
her  very  patiently,  but  woidd  not  believe  it. 
"You  did  well,  child,"  said  she,  "not  to 
speak  of  this  to  your  father :  take  care  not 
to  mention  it  to  anybody,  for  you  wiU  cer- 
tainly be  thought  mad  if  you  talk  at  this 
rate."  "Madam,"  replied  the  princess,  "I 
can  assure  you  I  am  in  my  right  senses: 
ask  my  husband,  and  he  will  tell  you  the 
same  story."  "I  will,"  said  the  sultaness; 
"but  if  he  should  talk  in  the  same  man- 
ner, I  shall  not  be  better  persuaded  of  the 
truth.  Come,  rise,  and  throw  off  this  idle 
fancy ;  it  will  be  a  fine  story  indeed,  if  all 
the  feasts  and  rejoicings  in  the  kingdom 
should  be  interrupted  by  such  a  vision.  Do 
not  you  hear  the  trumpets  sounding,  and 
drums  beating,  and  concerts  of  the  finest 
music  ?  Cannot  all  these  in.spire  you  with 
joy  and  pleasure,  and  make  you  forget  all 
the  fancies  you  teU  me  of?"  At  the  same 
time,  the  sultaness  called  the  princess's 
women,  and  after  she  had  seen  her  get  up, 
and  set  her  at  her  toilet,  she  went  to  the 
sidtan's  apai-tment,  and  told  him  that  her 
daughter  had  got  some  odd  notions  in  her 
head,  but  that  there  was  nothing  in  them. 

Then  she  sent  for  the  vizier's  son,  to  know 
of  him  something  of  what  the  princess  had 
told  her ;  but  he,  thinking  himself  highly 
honoured  to  be  allied  to  the  sultan,  resolved 
to  disguise  the  matter.  "Son-indaw,"  said 
the  sultaness,  "  are  you  as  much  infatuated 
as  your  wife?"  "Madam,"  replied  the 
vizier's  son,  "may  I  be  so  bold  as  to  ask  the 
reason  of  that  question?"  "Oh!  that  is 
enough,"  answered  the  sultaness;  "I  ask  no 
more,  I  see  you  are  wiser  than  her." 

The  rejoicings  lasted  all  that  day  in  the 
palace,  and  the  sultaness,  who  never  left  the 
princess,  forgot  nothing  to  divert  her,  and 
iuduce  her  to  take  part  in  the  various  diver- 
sions and  shows ;  but  she  was  so  struck  with 
the  idea  of  what  had  happened  to  her  that 
night,  that  it  was  easy  to  see  her  thoughts 
were  entirely  taken  up  about  it.  Neither 
was  the  grand  vizier's  son's  aftliction  less, 
but  that  his  ambition  made  him  disguise  it, 
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ami  nobody  doiibtcil  but  lie  ■was  a.  liappy 
bridegroom. 

Aladdin,  who  -was  well  acquainted  with 
what  passed  in  the  palace,  never  disputed 
but  that  the  new-married  couple  were  to  lie 
together  again  that  night,  notwithstanding 
the  troublesome  adventure  of  the  night  be- 
fore ;  and  therefore,  having  as  great  an  in- 
clination to  disturb  them,  he  had  recourse 
to  his  lamp,  and  when  the  genie  ajipeared, 
and  offered  his  service,  he  said  to  him,  "The 
grand  vizier's  son  and  the  princess  Uadroul- 
boudoiu-  are  to  lie  together  again  to-night : 
go,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  in  bed,  bring  the 
bed  hither,  as  thou  didst  yesterday." 

The  genie  obeyed  Aladdin  as  faithfully 
and  exactly  as  the  day  before  :  the  grand 
vizier's  son  passed  the  night  as  coldly  and 
disagreeably  as  before,  and  the  princess  had 
the  niortitication  again  to  have  Aladdin  for 
her  bedfellow  with  the  sabre  between  them. 
The  genie,  according  to  Aladdin's  orders, 
came  the  next  morning,  and  brought  the 
bridegroom  and  laid  him  by  his  bride,  and 
then  carried  the  bed  and  new-married  couple 
back  again  to  the  palace. 

The  sidtan,  after  the  reception  the  prin- 
cess Badroulboudour  had  given  him  that 
day,  was  very  anxious  to  know  how  she 
passed  the  second  night,  and  if  she  would 
give  him  the  same  reception,  and  therefore 
went  into  her  chamber  as  early  as  the  morn- 
ing before.  The  grand  vizier's  son,  more 
ashamed  and  mortified  with  the  ill  success 
of  this  last  night,  no  sooner  heard  him  com- 
ing, but  he  jumped  out  of  bed,  and  ran 
hastily  into  the  wai-drobe.  The  sultan  went 
to  the  princess's  bed-side,  and  after  the  car- 
esses he  had  given  her  the  former  morning, 
bid  her  good-morrow.  "  Well,  daughter," 
he  said,  "are  you  in  a  better  humour  than 
you  was  yesterday  morning?"  Still  the 
princess  was  sUent,  and  the  sultan  perceived 
her  to  be  more  troubled,  in  greater  confusion 
than  before,  and  doubted  not  but  that  some- 
thing very  extraordinary  was  the  cause;  but 
provoked  that  his  daughter  shoidd  conceal 
it,  he  said  to  her  in  a  rage,  with  his  sabre 
in  his  hand,  "Daughter,  tell  me  what  is  the 
matter,  or  I  wUl  cut  ofiF  your  head  imme- 
diately." 

The  princess,  more  frightened  at  the  me- 
naces and  tone  of  the  enraged  sultan,  than 
at  the  sight  of  the  drawn  sabre,  at  last  broke 
silence,  and  said,  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 
"My  dear  father  and  sultan,  I  ask  your 
majesty's  pardon  if  I  have  offended  you,  and 
Lope,  that  out  of  your  goodness  and  clemency 
you  will  have  compassion  on  me,  when  I 
have  told  you  in  what  a  miserable  condition 
I  have  spent  this  last  night  and  the  night 
before." 

After  this  preamble,  which  appeased  and 
affected  the  sultan,  she  told  him  what  had 
happened  to  her  in  so  moving  a  manner, 


that  he,  who  loved  her  tenderly,  was  most 
sensibly  grieved.  She  added,  "If  your  ma- 
jesty doubts  the  truth  of  this  account,  you 
may  inform  yourself  from  my  husband,  who, 
T  am  persuaded,  will  tell  you  the  same 
thing. " 

The  sultan  immediately  felt  all  the  ex- 
treme imeasiness  so  surprising  an  adventure 
must  have  given  the  jirincess.  "Daughter," 
said  he,  "you  are  very  much  to  blame  for 
not  telling  me  this  yestei'day,  since  it  con- 
cerns me  as  miich  as  yourself.  I  did  not 
marry  you  with  an  intention  to  make  you 
miserable,  but  that  you  might  enjoy  all  the 
happiness  you  deserve  and  might  hope  for 
from  a  husband,  who  to  me  seemed  agree- 
able to  you.  Efface  all  these  troublesome 
ideas  out  of  yom-  memory  ;  I  will  take  care 
and  give  orders  that  you  shall  have  no  more 
such  disagreeable  and  insupportable  nights." 

As  soon  as  the  sultan  got  back  to  his  own 
apartment,  he  sent  for  the  grand  vizier, 
"Vizier,"  said  he,  "  have  you  seen  your  son, 
and  has  he  not  told  you  anything?"  The 
vizier  replied,  "No."  Then  the  sultan  re- 
lated all  that  the  jarincess  Badroulboudour 
had  told  him,  and  af terv.'ards  said,  "I  do 
not  doubt  but  that  my  daughter  has  told  me 
the  truth  ;  but  nevertheless  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  it  confirmed  by  your  son ;  therefore 
go  and  ask  him  how  it  was." 

The  grand  vizier  went  immediately  to  his 
son,  and  communicated  to  him  what  the 
sultan  had  told  him,  and  enjoined  him  to 
conceal  nothing  from  him,  but  to  tell  him 
the  whole  truth.  "I  will  disguise  nothing 
from  you,  father,"  replied  the  son,  "for 
indeed  all  that  the  princess  says  is  true  ; 
but  what  relates  particularly  to  myself  she 
knows  nothing  of.  After  my  marriage,  I 
have  passed  two  such  nights  as  are  beyond 
imagination  or  expression;  not  to  mention 
the  fright  I  was  in,  to  feel  my  bed  lifted  uji 
four  times,  and  transported  from  one  place 
to  another,  without  being  able  to  guess  how 
it  was  done.  You  shall  judge  of  the  miser- 
able condition  I  was  in,  to  jiass  two  wholo 
nights  in  nothing  but  my  shirt,  standing  in 
a  kind  of  privy,  unable  to  stir  out  of  the 
place  where  I  was  put,  or  to  make  the  least 
movement,  though  1  coidd  not  perceive  any 
obstacle  to  prevent  me.  Yet  I  must  teU 
you  that  all  this  ill-usage  does  not  in  the 
least  lessen  those  sentiments  of  love,  respect, 
and  gratitude  I  entertain  for  the  princess, 
and  of  which  she  is  so  deserving  ;  but  I 
must  confess,  that  notwithstanding  all  the 
honour  and  splendour  that  attends  my 
marrying  my  sovereign's  daughter,  I  woidd 
much  rather  die,  than  live  longer  in  so  great 
an  alliance,  if  I  must  undergo  what  I  have 
already  endured.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that 
the  2)rincess  entertains  the  same  sentiments, 
and  that  she  will  reatlily  agree  to  a  separa- 
tion,  which  is   so   necessary  both  for  her 
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repose  aad  mine.  Therefore,  father,  I  beg 
you,  by  the  same  tenderness  you  had  for 
me  to  procure  me  so  great  an  honour,  to  get 
the  sultan's  consent  that  our  mari'iage  may 
be  declared  null  and  void." 

Notwithstanding  the  grand  vizier's  ambi- 
tion to  have  his  son  allied  to  the  sidtan,  the 
firm  resolution  he  saw  he  had  formed  to  be 
separated  from  the  princess,  made  him  not 
think  it  prosier  to  propose  to  him  to  have  a 
little  patience  for  a  few  days,  to  see  if  this 
disappointment  would  not  have  an  end  ;  but 
left  him  to  go  and  give  the  sidtan  an  account 
of  what  he  had  told  him,  assuring  him  that 
all  was  but  too  true.  Without  waiting  till  the 
sidtan  himself,  M^hom  he  found  pretty  much 
disposed  to  it,  spoke  of  breaking  the  mar- 
riage, he  begged  of  him  to  give  his  son  leave 
to  retire  from  the  palace;  alleging  for  an 
excuse,  that  it  was  not  just  that  the  prin- 
cess shoidd  be  a  moment  longer  exposed  to 
so  terrible  a  persecution  upon  his  son's  ac- 
count. 

The  grand  ^Tzier  found  no  great  difficulty 
to  obtain  what  he  asked.  From  that  instant 
the  sultan,  who  had  determined  it  already, 
gave  orders  to  put  a  stop  to  all  rejoicings  in 
the  palace  and  town,  and  sent  expresses  to 
all  parts  of  his  dominions  to  countermand 
his  first  orders ;  and  in  a  short  time  all  re- 
joicings ceased. 

This  sudden  and  unexpected  change  gave 
rise,  both  in  the  city  and  kingdom,  to  various 
speculations  and  inquiries;  but  no  other 
account  could  be  given  of  it,  except  that 
both  the  vizier  and  his  son  went  out  of  the 
palace  very  much  dejected.  Nobody  but 
Aladdin  knew  the  secret.  He  rejoiced  with- 
in himself  for  the  happy  success  procured 
for  him  by  his  lamp,  which  now  he  had  no 
more  occasion  to  rub  to  produce  the  genie, 
to  prevent  the  consummation  of  the  mar- 
riage, which  he  had  certain  information  was 
broken  off,  and  that  his  rival  had  left  the 
palace.  But,  what  is  most  particular,  nei- 
ther the  sultan  nor  the  grand  vizier,  who  had 
forgotten  Aladdin  and  his  request,  had  the 
least  thought  that  he  had  any  hand  in  the 
enchantment  which  caused  the  dissolution 
of  the  marriage. 

Nevertheless,  Aladdin  waited  tiU  the  three 
months  were  completed,  which  the  sultan 
had  appointed  for  the  consummation  of  the 
marriage  between  the  princess  Badroulbou- 
dour  and  himself ;  but  the  next  day  sent  his 
mother  to  the  palace,  to  remind  the  sultan 
of  his  promise. 

Aladdin's  mother  went  to  the  palace,  as 
lier  son  had  bid  her,  and  stood  before  the 
divan  in  the  same  place  as  before.  The  sid- 
tan no  sooner  cast  his  eyes  upon  her,  but  he 
knew  her  again,  and  remembered  her  busi- 
ness, and  how  long  he  had  put  her  off; 
therefore,  when  the  grand  vizier  was  begin- 
ning to  make  his  report,  the  sidtan  inter- 


rupted him,  and  said,  "Vizier,  I  see  the 
good  woman  who  made  me  the  present  some 
months  hence  ;  forbear  your  report  till  I 
have  heard  what  she  has  to  say."  The 
vizier  then,  looking  about  the  divan,  pre- 
sently perceived  Aladdin's  mother,  and  sent 
the  chief  of  the  officers  for  her. 

Aladdin's  mother  came  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne  and  prostrated  herself  as  usual,  and 
when  she  rose  up  again,  the  sultan  asked  her 
M'hat  she  would  have.  "Sir,"  said  she,  "I 
come  to  represent  to  your  majesty,  in  the 
name  of  my  son,  Aladdin,  that  the  three 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  you  ordered 
me  to  come  again,  are  expired ;  and  to  beg 
you  to  remember  your  promise." 

The  sidtan,  when  he  took  this  time  to 
answer  the  request  of  this  good  woman,  the 
first  time  he  saw  her,  little  thought  of  hear- 
ing any  more  of  a  marriage  which  he  ima- 
gined must  l;e  very  disagreeable  to  the  prin- 
cess, when  he  only  considered  the  meanness 
and  poverty  of  Aladdin's  mother  in  her  dress, 
not  above  the  common  run ;  but  this  sum- 
mons for  him  to  be  as  good  as  his  word  was 
somewhat  embarrassing  to  him ;  he  declined 
giving  an  answer  till  he  had  consulted  his 
vizier,  and  signified  to  him  the  little  inclina- 
tion he  had  to  conclude  a  match  for  his 
daughter  with  a  stranger  whose  fortune  he 
supposed  to  be  very  mean  indeed. 

The  grand  vizier  freely  told  the  sultan  his 
thoughts  on  the  matter,  and  said  to  him, 
"In  my  opinion,  sir,  there  is  an  infallible 
way  for  your  majesty  to  avoid  a  match  so 
disproportionable,  without  giving  Aladdin, 
were  he  better  known  <o  your  majesty,  any 
cause  of  complaint ;  which  is,  to  set  so  high 
a  value  upon  the  princess,  that  were  he 
never  so  rich,  he  could  not  come  up  to  it. 
This  is  the  only  way  to  make  him  desist 
from  so  bold,  not  to  say  rash,  an  undertak- 
ing, which  he  never  weighed  before  he  en- 
gaged in  it." 

The  sultan,  ai)pro%ang  of  the  grand  vizier'3 
advice,  turned  about  to  Aladdin's  mother, 
and  after  some  reflection,  said  to  her,  "Good 
woman,  it  is  true  sultans  ought  to  be  as 
good  as  then-  words,  and  I  am  ready  to  keep 
mine,  by  making  -^ova:  son  hajipy  by  the 
marriage  of  the  princess,  my  daughter.  But 
as  I  cannot  marry  her  without  some  valuable 
consideration  from  your  son,  you  may  tell 
him,  I  will  fulfil  my  promise  as  soon  as  he 
shall  send  me  forty  basins  of  massy  gold, 
brimfid  of  the  same  things  you  hu,ve  already 
made  me  a  present  of,  and  carried  by  the 
like  number  of  black  slaves,  who  shall  be 
led  by  as  many  young  and  handsome  well- 
made  white  slaves,  all  dressed  magnificently. 
On  these  conditions,  I  am  readj'  to  bestow 
the  princess,  my  daughter,  on  him  ;  there- 
fore, good  woman,  go  and  teU  him  so,  and  I 
will  wait  tiU  you  bring  me  his  answer." 

Aladdin's   mother    prostrated    herself    s. 
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second  time  before  the  saltan's  throne,  and 
retired.  In  her  way  home,  she  laughed 
within  herself  at  her  son's  foolish  imagina- 
tion. "Where,"  said  she,  "can  he  get  so 
many  such  large  gold  basins,  and  enough  of 
that  coloured  glass  to  lill  them  ?  Must  he 
go  again  to  that  subterraneous  abode,  the 
entrance  into  which  is  stopped  ui^,  and 
gather  them  off  +iie  trees  ?  But  where  will 
he  get  so  many  such  slaves  as  the  sidtan 
requires  ?  It  is  altogether  oiit  of  his  power, 
and  I  believe  he  will  not  be  well  satisfied 
with  my  embassy  this  time."  When  she 
came  home,  full  of  these  thoughts,  she  said 
to  her  sou,  "Indeed,  child,  I  would  not 
have  you  think  any  farther  of  your  marriage 
with  the  princess  Badroulboudoui-.  The 
sultan  received  me  very  kmdly,  and  I  believe 
he  was  weU  inclined  to  you  ;  but  if  I  am 
not  very  much  deceived,  the  grand  vizier 
has  made  him  change  his  mind,  as  you  will 
guess  from  what  I  have  to  tell  you.  After 
I  had  represented  to  his  majesty  that  the 
three  months  were  expired,  and  begged  of 
him  to  remember  his  promise,  I  observed 
that  he  whisjiered  with  his  grand  vizier 
before  he  gave  me  this  answer."  Then  she 
gave  her  son  an  exact  accoimt  of  what  the 
sultan  said  to  her,  and  the  conditions  on 
which  he  consented  to  the  match.  After- 
wards she  said  to  him,  "  The  sultan  expects 
your  answer  immediately  ;  but,"  continued 
she,  laughing,  "  I  believe  he  may  wait  long 
enough." 

"Not  so  long,  mother,  as  you  imagine," 
replied  Aladdin ;  ' '  the  sultan  is  mistaken  if  he 
thinks  by  this  exorbitant  demand  to  pi-event 
my  entertaining  thoughts  of  the  princess.  I 
expected  greater  difficulties,  and  that  he 
would  have  set  a  higher  price  upon  that  in- 
comparable princess.  But  I  am  very  well 
likascd ;  his  demand  is  but  a  trifle  to  what 
I  coidd  have  done  for  her.  But  while  I 
think  of  satisfying  his  request,  go  and  get 
us  something  for  dinner,  and  leave  the  rest 
to  me." 

As  soon  as  Aladdin's  mother  was  gone  out 
to  market,  Aladdin  took  up  the  lamp,  and 
rubbing  it,  the  genie  apjjcared,  and  offered 
his  service  as  usual.  "The  sultan,"  said 
AladtUnto  him,  "  gives  me  the  princess,  his 
daughter,  in  marriage  ;  but  demands  first  of 
me  forty  large  basins  of  massy  gold,  brim- 
ful of  the  fruits  of  the  garden  from  whence 
I  took  this  lamp  you  are  slave  to  ;  and  these 
he  ex[)ects  to  have  carried  by  as  many  black 
slaves,  each  preceded  by  a  young  handsome 
■well-made  white  slave,  richly  clothed.  Go, 
and  fetch  me  this  jjresent  as  soon  as  possible, 
that  I  may  send  it  to  him  before  the  divan 
breaks  up."  The  genie  told  him  his  com- 
mand shoidd  be  immediately  obeyed,  and 
disappeared. 

In  a  little  time  afterwards  the  genie  re- 
turned with  forty  black  slaves,  each  bearing 


on  his  head  a  basin  of  massy  gold  of  twenty 
marks'  weight,  fidl  of  pearls,  diamonds, 
nibies,  and  emeralds,  all  lai'ger  and  more 
beautifid  tlian  those  presented  to  the  sultan 
before.  Each  basin  was  covered  with  a 
silver  stuff,  embroidered  with  flowers  of 
gold  :  aU  these,  and  the  white  slaves,  quite 
lilled  the  house,  which  was  but  a  small  one, 
and  the  little  court  before  it,  and  the  little 
garden  behind.  The  genie  asked  Aladdin 
if  he  had  any  other  commands.  Aladdin 
telling  him  that  he  wanted  nothing  farther 
then,  the  genie  disappeared. 

When  Aladdin's  mother  came  from  mar- 
ket, she  was  in  a  great  surprise  to  see  so 
many  people  and  such  vast  riches.  As  soon 
as  she  had  laid  down  her  jirovisions,  she 
was  going  to  pull  off  her  veil ;  but  Aladdin 
prevented  her,  and  said,  "Mother,  let  us 
lose  no  time  :  but  before  the  sultan  and  the 
divan  rise,  I  would  have  you  return  to  the 
palace,  and  go  with  this  present,  as  the 
dowry  he  asked  for  the  princess  Badroul- 
boudour,  that  he  may  judge  by  my  diligence 
and  exactness  of  the  ardent  and  sincere  zeal 
I  have  to  procure  myself  the  honour  of  this 
alliance."  Without  waiting  for  his  mother 
making  a  reply,  Aladdin  ojiened  the  street- 
door,  and  made  the  slaves  walk  out;  a  white 
slave  followed  always  by  a  black  one  with  a 
basin  on  his  head.  When  they  were  all  got 
out,  the  mother  followed  the  last  black  slave, 
and  he  shut  the  dooi-,  and  then  retired  to 
his  chamber,  full  of  hopes  that  the  sultan, 
after  this  present,  which  was  such  as  he  re- 
quired, woiUd  at  length  receive  him  as  his 
son-indaw. 

The  first  white  slave  that  went  out  of 
the  house  made  aU  the  people,  who  were 
going  by  and  saw  him,  stoj) ;  and  before 
they  were  all  got  out  of  the  house,  the 
streets  were  crowded  with  spectators,  w'ho 
ran  to  see  so  extraordinary  and  noble  a  sight. 
The  dress  of  each  slave  was  so  rich,  both 
for  the  stuff  and  the  jewels,  that  those  who 
were  dealers  in  them  valued  each  at  no  less 
than  a  million  of  money  ;  besides  the  neat- 
ness and  propriety  of  the  dress,  the  good 
grace,  noble  air,  and  delicate  shape  and  i)ro- 
portion  of  each  slave  was  unparalleled  ; 
their  grave  walk  at  an  equal  distance  from 
each  other,  the  lustre  of  the  jewels,  which 
were  large,  and  curiously  set  in  their  girdles 
of  massy  gold,  in  beautifid  symmetry,  and 
those  ensigns  of  precious  stones  in  their 
hats,  Avhich  were  of  so  particular  a  taste, 
put  the  crowds  of  spectators  into  so  great 
admiration,  that  they  could  not  be  weary  of 
gazing  at  them,  and  following  them  with 
their  eyes  as  far  as  possible  ;  but  the  streets 
were  so  crowded  with  people  that  none 
could  move  out  of  the  spot  they  stood  on. 
As  they  were  to  pass  through  a  great  many 
streets  to  go  to  the  palace,  a  great  part  of 
the  city  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them. 
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As  soou  as  the  lirst  of  tliese  slaves  arrived 
at  the  palace  gate,  the  X'orters  formed  them- 
selves into  order,  and  took  him  for  a  king, 
by  the  richness  and  magnificence  of  his 
habit,  and  wore  going  to  kiss  the  hem  of  his 
garment ;  but  the  slave,  who  was  instructed 
by  the  genie,  prevented  them,  and  said, 
"We  are  only  slaves;  our  master  will  ap- 
pear at  a  proper  time." 

Then  this  slave,  followed  by  the  rest, 
advanced  into  the  second  court,  which  was 
very  spacious,  and  in  which  the  sultan's 
household  was  ranged  during  the  sitting  of 
the  divan.  The  magnificence  of  the  officers, 
who  stood  at  the  head  of  their  troops,  was 
very  much  eclipsed  by  the  slaves  who  bare 
Aladdin's  present,  of  which  they  themselves 
made  a  jiart.  Nothing  was  ever  seen  so 
beautiful  and  brilliant  in  the  sultan's  palace 
before  ;  and  all  the  lustre  of  the  lords  of  his 
court  was  not  to  be  compared  to  them. 

As  the  sultan,  who  had  been  informed  of 
their  march,  and  coming  to  the  palace,  had 
given  orders  for  them  to  be  admitted  when 
they  came,  they  met  with  no  obstacle,  but 
went  into  the  divan  in  good  order,  one  part 
filing  to  the  right  and  the  other  to  the  left. 
After  they  had  all  entered,  and  had  formed 
a  great  semicircle  before  the  sultan's  throne, 
the  black  slaves  laid  the  basins  on  the  car- 
pet, and  all  prostrated  themselves,  touching 
the  carpet  with  their  foreheads,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  white  slaves  did  the  same. 
When  they  all  rose  again,  the  black  slaves 
rmcovered  the  basins,  and  then  all  stood 
with  their  arms  crossed  over  their  breasts 
with  great  modesty. 

In  the  meantime,  Aladdin's  mother  ad- 
vanced to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  having 
paid  her  respects,  said  to  the  sidtan,  ' '  Sir, 
my  son  Aladdin  is  sensible  this  present, 
which  he  has  sent  your  majesty,  is  much 
below  the  princess  Badroulboudour's  worth  ; 
but  hopes,  nevertheless,  that  your  majesty 
will  accept  of  it,  and  make  it  agreeable  to  the 
princess,  with  the  greater  confidence  that  he 
has  endeavoured  to  conform  to  the  conditions 
you  were  pleased  to  impo.se  on  him." 

The  sultan  was  not  able  to  give  the  least 
attention  to  this  compliment  of  Aladdin's 
mother.  The  moment  he  cast  his  eyes  on 
the  forty  basins,  brimful  of  the  most  ]5re- 
cious,  brilliant,  and  beautiful  jewels  he  had 
ever  seen,  and  the  foiu-score  slaves,  who  ap- 
peared, by  the  comeliness  of  their  persons, 
and  the  richness  and  magnificence  of  their 
dress,  like  so  many  kings,  he  was  so  struck, 
that  he  could  not  recover  from  his  admii-a- 
tioii ;  but,  instead  of  answering  the  compli- 
ment of  Aladdin's  mother,  addressed  himself 
to  the  grand  vizier,  who  could  not  any  more 
than  the  sultan  comprehend  from  whence 
BuoJi  a  profusion  of  riches  could  come. — 
"Well,  vizier,"  said  he  aloud,  "  who  do  you 
think  it  can  be  that  has  sent  me  so  extra- 


ordinary a  present,  and  neither  of  us  know  ? 
Do  you  think  him  worthy  of  the  princesa 
Badroidboudour,  my  daughter?" 

The  vizier,  notwithstanding  his  en^^  and 
grief  to  see  a  stranger  preferred  to  be  the 
sultan's  son-in-law  before  his  son,  durst  not 
disguise  his  sentiments.  It  was  too  visible 
that  Aladdin's  present  was  more  tlian  suffi- 
cient to  merit  his  being  received  into  that 
great  alliance;  therefore,  adopting  the  sul- 
tan's sentiments,  he  returned  this  answer :  "  I 
am  so  far,  sir,  from  having  any  thoughts 
that  the  person  who  has  made  your  majesty 
so  noble  a  present  is  unworthy  of  the  honour 
you  would  do  him,  that  I  should  be  bold  to 
say  he  deserved  much  more,  if  I  was  not 
persuaded  that  the  greatest  treasure  in  the 
world  ought  not  to  be  put  in  a  balance  with 
the  princess,  your  majesty's  daughter." — 
This  advice  was  applauded  by  all  the  lords 
who  were  then  in  council. 

The  sultan  made  no  longer  hesitation,  nor 
thought  of  informing  himself  whether  Alad- 
din was  endowed  with  all  the  qualifications 
requisite  in  one  who  aspired  to  be  his  son- 
in-law.  The  sight  alone  of  such  immense 
riches,  and  Aladdin's  diligence  in  satisfying 
his  demand,  without  starting  the  least  diffi- 
culty on  the  exorbitant  conditions  he  liad 
imposed  on  him,  easily  persuaded  him  that 
he  could  want  nothing  to  render  him  accom- 
plished, and  such  as  he  desired.  Therefore, 
to  send  Aladdin's  mother  back  with  all  the 
satisfaction  she  could  desire,  he  said  to  her, 
"Good  woman,  go  and  tell  your  son  that  I 
wait  to  receive  him  with  open  arms  and  cm- 
brace  him ;  and  the  more  haste  he  makes  to 
come  and  receive  the  jDrincess  ray  daughter 
from  my  hands,  the  greater  pleasure  he  will 
do  me." 

As  soon  as  Aladdin's  mother  retired,  over- 
joyed as  a  woman  in  her  condition  must  be, 
to  see  her  son  raised  beyond  all  expectations 
to  such  great  fortune,  the  saltan  put  an  end 
to  the  audience  for  that  day ;  and,  rising 
from  his  thi-one,  ordered  that  the  jirincess's 
eumichs  should  come  and  carry  those  basins 
into  their  mistress's  apartment,  whither  he 
went  himself  to  examine  them  with  her  at 
his  leisure.  The  fourscore  slaves  were  not 
forgotten,  but  were  conducted  into  the  pa- 
lace ;  and  some  time  after,  the  sultan,  tell- 
ing the  princess  Badroulboudour  of  their 
magnificent  appearance,  ordered  them  to  be 
brought  before  her  aj^artment,  that  she 
might  see  through  the  lattices  he  exagge- 
rated not  in  his  account  of  them. 

In  the  meantime  Aladdin's  mother  got 
home,  and  showed  in  her  air  and  counten- 
ance the  good  news  she  brought  her  son, 
"  My  son,"  said  she  to  him,  "you  have  now 
all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  be  ])leased  : 
you  are,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  ar- 
rived at  the  height  of  your  desires,  and  you 
know  what  I  always  told  you.     Not  to  keep 
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j'ou  tiio  long  ill  susiiense,  the  sultan,  witli 
the  ajiprobatiou  of  the  whole  court,  has  de- 
clared that  you  are  worthy  to  possess  the 
princess  Badroulboudmu*,  and  waits  to  em- 
brace you,  and  conclude  your  marriage ; 
therefore  j'ou  must  think  of  making  some 
prcjiarations  for  that  interview,  that  may 
answer  the  high  opinion  he  has  formed  of 
your  person ;  and  after  the  wonders  I  have 
seen  you  do,  I  am  persuaded  nothing  can  be 
wanting.  But  I  must  not  forget  to  tell  you, 
the  sultan  waits  for  you  with  great  impa- 
tience, therefore  lose  no  time  to  go  to  him." 
Aladdin,  charmed  with  this  news,  and  full 
of  the  object  which  possessed  his  soul,  made 
his  mother  very  little  reply,  but  retired  to 
his  chamber.  There,  after  he  had  rubbed 
his  lamp,  which  had  never  failed  him  in 
whatever  he  wished  for,  the  obedient  genie 
apjK'ai-ed.  "Genie,"  said  Aladdin,  "I  want 
to  bathe  immediately;  and  you  must  after- 
wai'ds  pro\'ide  me  the  richest  and  most  mag- 
nilicent  habit  ever  worn  by  a  monarch." 
No  sooner  were  the  words  out  of  his  mouth, 
but  the  genie  rendered  him,  as  well  as  him- 
self invisible,  and  transported  him  into  a 
tath  of  the  finest  marble  of  all  sorts  of 
colours,  where  he  was  undressed,  without 
seeing  by  whom,  in  a  neat  and  spacious  hall. 
From  the  hall  he  was  led  to  the  bath,  which 
was  of  a  moderate  heat,  and  he  was  there 
rubbed  and  washed  with  all  sorts  of  scented 
water.  After  he  had  passed  through  several 
degrees  of  heat,  he  came  out,  quite  a  differ- 
ent man  from  what  he  was  before.  His  skin 
was  clear,  white,  and  red,  and  his  body  light- 
some and  free ;  and  when  he  returned  into 
the  hall,  he  foimd  instead  of  his  own,  a  suit, 
the  magnificence  of  which  very  much  sur- 
prised him.  The  genie  helped  him  to  dress, 
and  when  he  had  done,  trausjiorted  him  back 
to  his  own  chamber,  where  he  asked  him  if 
he  had  any  other  commands.  "Yes,"  an- 
swered Aladdin;  "I  expect  you  should 
bring  me  as  soon  as  possible  a  horse,  that 
surpasses  in  beauty  and  goodness  the  best 
in  the  sultan's  stables,  with  a  saddle,  bridle, 
and  housing,  and  other  accoutrements  worth 
a  million  of  money.  I  want  also  twenty 
slaves,  as  richly  clothed  as  those  who  car- 
ried the  present  to  the  sultan,  to  walk  by 
my  side,  and  follow  me,  and  twenty  more 
such  to  go  before  me  in  two  ranks.  Besides 
these,  bring  my  mother  six  women  slaves  to 
wait  on  her,  as  richly  dressed  at  least  as  any 
of  the  princess  Badroulboudour's,  each  loaded 
with  a  complete  suit  tit  for  any  sultaness.  I 
'.vant  also  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold  in  ten 
purses.     Go,  and  make  haste." 

As  soon  as  Aladdin  had  given  these  orders, 
the  genie  disappeared,  and  presently  returned 
witli  the  horse,  the  fortj'  slaves,  ten  of  whom 
carried  each  a  purse  with  one  thousand  pieces 
of  gold,  and  six  women  slaves,  each  carrying 
on  her  head  a  different  dress  for  Aladdin's 


mother,  wraj^ped  up  in  a  piece  of  silver  stu!', 
and  presented  them  all  to  Aladdin. 

Of  the  ten  purses  Aladdin  took  but  four, 
which  he  gave  to  his  mother,  telling  her 
those  were  to  supply  her  with  necessaries ; 
the  other  six  he  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
slaves  who  brought  them,  with  an  order  to 
throw  them  by  handfuls  among  the  people  as 
they  went  to  the  sultan's  palace.  The  six 
slaves  who  carried  the  purses  he  ordered 
likewise  to  march  before  him,  three  on  the 
right  hand  and  three  on  the  left.  After- 
wards he  presented  the  six  women  slaves  to 
his  mother,  telling  her  they  were  her  slaves, 
and  that  the  dresses  they  had  brought  were 
for  her  use. 

When  Aladdin  had  thus  settled  matters, 
he  told  the  genie  he  would  call  for  him  when 
he  wanted  him,  and  thereupon  the  genie  dis- 
appeared. Aladdin's  thoughts  now  were 
only  of  answering,  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
desire  the  sultan  had  shewn  to  see  him.  He 
despatched  one  of  the  forty  slaves  to  the 
palace,  with  an  order  to  address  himself  to 
the  chief  of  the  officers,  to  know  when  he 
might  have  the  honour  to  come  and  throw 
himself  at  the  sultan's  feet.  The  slave  soon 
accpiitted  himself  of  his  message,  and  brought 
for  answer  that  the  sultan  waited  for  him 
with  impatience. 

Aladdin  immediately  mounted  his  hcrse, 
and  began  his  march  in  the  order  we  have 
already  described ;  and  though  he  never  was 
on  a  horse's  back  before,  he  appeared  with 
such  extraordinary  grace,  that  the  most  ex- 
perienced horseman  would  not  have  taken 
him  for  a  novice.   The  streets  through  which 
he  was  to  pass  were  almost  instantly  filled 
with    an  innumerable  concourse  of  people, 
who  made  the  air  echo  with  their  acclama- 
tions,  especially  every  time  the  six  slaves 
who  carried  the  purses  threw  handfids  of 
gold  into  the  air  on  both  sides.    Neither  did  | 
these  acclamations  and  shouts  of  joy  come  | 
only   from   those    who    scrambled    for    the  j 
money,  but  from  a  superior  rank  of  jieople, 
who  could  not  forbear  applaudmg  publicly  I 
Aladdin's  generosity.     Not  only  those  who  j 
knew  him  once  when  he  jilayed  in  the  streets   1 
like  a  vagabond,  did  not  know  him  again ;   ; 
those  who  saw  him  but  a  little  while  before 
hardly  knew  him,  so  much  were  his  features 
altered :  such  were  the  effects  of  the  lamp, 
as  to  procure  by  degrees  to  those  who  pos- 
sessed it  perfections  agreeable  to  the  rank 
the  right  use  of  it  advanced  them  to.    Much 
more  attention  was  paid  to  Aladdin's  person 
than  to  the  pomp  and  magnificence  of  his 
attendants,  which  had  been  taken  notice  of 
the  day  before,  when  the   slaves  walked  in 
procession  with  the  present  to  the  sultan. 
Nevertheless  the  horse  was  very  much  ad- 
mired by  good  judges,  who  knew  not  how 
to  discern  his  beauties,  without  being  daz- 
zled with  the  jev.'els  and  richness  of  the  fur- 
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nifcui'o :  and  -wlicu  tlie  report  was  evcry- 
Avlicre  spread  about,  that  the  sultan  was 
going  to  give  the  princess  Badi-oulboudour 
in  marriage  to  him,  nobody  regarded  his 
birth,  nor  envied  his  good  fortune,  so  worthy 
he  seemed  of  it. 

When  he  arrived- at  the  palace,  everything 
was  prepared  for  his  reception;  and  when 
he  came  to  the  second  gate,  he  would  have 
alighted  from  o£P  his  horse,  agreeable  to  the 
custom  observed  by  the  grand  vizier,  the 
generals  of  the  armies,  and  governors  of 
provinces  of  the  first  rank ;  but  the  chief  of 
the  officers,  who  waited  on  him  by  the  sultan's 
order,  prevented  him,  and  attended  him  to  the 
council  hall,  where  he  helped  him  to  dis- 
mount; though  Aladdin  opposed  him  very 
much,  but  could  not  iJrevail.  The  ofiicers 
formed  themselves  into  two  ranks  at  the 
entrance  of  the  hall.  The  chief  put  Aladdin 
on  his  right  hand,  and  through  the  midst  of 
them  led  him  to  the  sultan's  throne. 

As  soon  as  the  sultan  perceived  Aladdin, 
he  was  no  less  siirprised  to  see  him  more 
richly  and  magnificently  clothed  than  ever 
he  had  been  himself,  than  sui'prised  at  his 
good  mien,  fine  shape,  and  a  certain  air  of 
imexpccted  grandeur,  very  diff'erent  from  the 
meanness  his  mother  appeared  in. 

But  notwithstanding,  his  amazement  and 
surprise  did  not  hinder  him  from  rising  off 
his  throne,  and  descending  two  or  three 
steps  quick  enough  to  prevent  Aladdin's 
tlu'owing  himself  at  his  feet.  He  embraced 
him  with  all  the  demonstrations  of  friend- 
ship. After  this  civility,  Aladdin  would 
have  cast  himself  at  his  feet  again  ;  but 
he  held  him  fast  by  the  hand,  and  obliged 
him  to  sit  between  him  and  the  grand 
vizier. 

Then  Aladdin,  resuming  the  discourse, 
said,  "I  receive,  sir,  the  honour  which  your 
majesty  out  of  your  great  goodness  is  pleased 
to  confer  on  me  ;  but  permit  me  to  tell  you, 
that  I  have  not  forgotten  that  I  am  your 
slave;  that  I  know  the  greatness  of  your 
power,  and  that  I  am  not  insensible  how 
much  my  birth  is  below  the  splendour  and 
lustre  of  the  high  rank  to  which  I  am  raised. 
If  in  any  way,"  continued  he,  "I  could 
have  merited  so  favourable  a  reception,  I 
confess  I  owe  it  merely  to  the  boldness 
which  chance  inspired  in  me  to  raise  my 
eye's,  thoughts,  and  desires  to  the  divine 
l^rincess,  who  is  the  object  of  my  wishes. 
I  ask  your  majesty's  pardon  for  my  rashness, 
but  T  cannot  dissemble,  that  I  shoidd  die 
with  grief  if  I  should  lose  my  hopes  of  see- 
ing them  accomplished." 

"My  son,"  answered  the  sultan,  embracing 
him  a  second  time,  "  you  would  wrong  me  to 
doubt  for  a  moment  of  my  sincerity  :  your 
life  from  this  moment  is  too  dear  to  me  not 
to  preserve  it,  by  presenting  you  with  the 
remedy  which  is  at  my  disposal.      I  prefer 


tlie  pleasui-e  of  seeing  and  hearing  you  before 
aU  your  ti'easure  added  to  mine." 

After  these  words  the  sultan  gave  a 
signal,  and  immediately  the  air  echoed  with 
the  sound  of  trumpets  and  hautboys,  and 
other  musical  instruments  :  and  at  the  same 
time  the  sultan  led  Aladdin  into  a  magnificent 
hall,  where  there  was  prepared  a  noble  feast. 
The  sultan  and  Aladdin  ate  by  themselves, 
the  grand  vizier  and  the  great  lords  of  the 
court,  according  to  their  dignity  and  rank, 
waited  all  the  time.  The  conversation 
turned  on  diff'erent  subjects;  but  all  the 
while  the  sultan  took  so  great  a  pleasure  in 
seeing  him,  that  he  hardly  ever  took  his  eyes 
off  him  ;  and  thi-oughout  all  their  conversa- 
tion Aladdin  shewed  so  much  good  sense, 
as  confirmed  the  sultan  in  the  good  opinion 
he  had  of  him. 

After  the  feast,  the  sultan  sent  for  the 
chief  judge  of  his  capital,  and  ordered  him 
to  draw  up  immediately  a  contract  of  mar- 
riage between  the  princess  Badroulboudour 
his  daughter,  and  Aladdin.  In  the  mean- 
time the  sultan  and  he  entered  into  another 
conversation  on  various  subjects,  in  the 
presence  of  the  grand  vizier  and  the  lords  cf 
the  court,  Avho  all  admired  the  solidity  of 
his  wit,  the  great  ease  and  freedom  where- 
with he  delivered  himself,  and  the  beautiful 
thoughts,  and  his  delicacy  in  expressing 
them. 

When  the  judge  had  drawn  up  the  con- 
tract in  all  the  requisite  forms,  the  sultan 
asked  Aladdin  if  he  would  stay  in  the  palace, 
and  solemnise  the  ceremonies  of  marriage 
that  day.  To  which  he  answered,  "Sir, 
though  great  is  my  impatience  to  enjoy  your 
majesty's  goodness,  yet  I  beg  of  you  to  give 
me  leave  to  defer  it  tUl  I  have  built  a  palace 
fit  to  receive  the  princess  in ;  I  therefore 
desire  you  to  grant  me  a  convenient  spot  of 
grol^nd  near  your  palace,  that  T  may  come 
the  more  frequently  to  pay  my  respects  to 
you,  and  I  will  take  care  to  have  it  finished 
with  all  diligence."  "  Son,"  said  the  sidtan, 
"take  what  ground  you  think  proper;  there 
is  land  enough  before  my  palace ;  but  con- 
sider, I  cannot  then  see  you  so  soon  united 
o'ith  my  daughter,  which  woiild  complete 
ii>y  joy-"  After  these  Avords  he  embraced 
Aladdin  again,  who  took  his  leave  with  as 
much  politeness  as  if  he  had  been  l^red  up 
and  had  always  lived  at  coui't. 

Aladdin  mounted  his  horse  again,  and 
returned  home  in  the  same  order  he  came, 
with  the  acclamaticns  of  the  people,  who 
wished  him  all  happiness  and  prosperity. 
As  soon  as  he  dismounted,  he  retired  to  his 
own  chamber,  took  the  lamp,  and  called  the 
genie  as  before,  who  in  the  usual  manner 
made  him  a  tender  of  his  service.  "  Genie," 
said  Aladdin,  "  I  have  all  the  reason  in  the 
world  to  commend  your  exactness  in  execut- 
ing hitherto   punctually  whatever  I  have 


ALADBTN;  OR,  THE  WONDERFUL  LAMP. 


423 


asked  you  to  do  ;  but  now,  if  you  have  any 
regard  for  the  lamp  your  mistress,  yon  must 
shew,  if  possible,  more  zeal  and  diligence 
than  ever.  T  woidd  have  you  build  me,  as 
soon  as  you  can,  a  palace  over  against  and 
at  a  proper  distance  from  the  sultan's,  fit  to 
receive  my  spouse,  the  princess  Badroidbou- 
dour.  I  leave  the  choice  of  the  materials  to 
you,  that  is  to  say,  porjihyry,  jasper,  agate, 
lapis  lazidi,  and  the  finest  marble  of  the 
most  varied  colours,  and  of  the  rest  of  the 
building.  But  I  expect,  that  in  the  highest 
storey  of  this  palace  you  shall  build  me  a 
large  hall  with  a  dome,  and  four  equal  fronts ; 
and  that,  instead  of  layers  of  bricks,  the 
walls  be  made  of  massy  gold  and  silver,  laid 
alternately ;  that  each  front  shall  contain  six 
■windows,  the  lattices  of  all  which,  except 
one,  must  be  left  unfinished  and  imperfect, 
and  shall  be  so  enriched  with  art  and  sym- 
metry, with  diamonds,  rubies,  and  emeralds, 
that  they  shall  exceed  everything  of  the  kind 
that  has  ever  been  seen  in  the  world.  I 
woidd  have  an  inner  and  outer  court  before 
this  palace,  and  a  curious  garden ;  but  above 
all  thuigs  take  care  that  there  be  laid  in  a 
place  which  you  shall  jioint  out  to  me,  a 
treasure  of  gold  and  silver  coin.  Besides, 
this  palace  must  be  well  provided  with  kit- 
chens, and  oiEces,  store-houses,  and  rooms 
to  keep  choice  fiu-niture  in,  for  every  season 
of  the  year.  I  must  have  stables  full  of  the 
finest  horses,  with  their  equerries  andgrooms, 
and  hunting  equijiage.  There  must  be  offi- 
cers to  attend  the  kitchens  and  offices,  and 
women  slaves  to  wait  on  the  princess. 
You  iinderstand  what  I  mean;  therefore  go 
about  it,  and  come  and  tell  me  when  all  is 
finished." 

By  the  time  Aladdin  had  instructed  the 
genie  with  his  intentions  resjiecting  the 
building  of  his  palace,  the  svm  was  set.  The 
next  morning  by  break  of  day,  Aladdin, 
whose  love  for  the  princess  would  not  let 
him  sleep,  was  no  sooner  up,  but  the  genie 
presented  himself,  and  said,  "  Sir,  your 
palace  is  finished;  come  and  see  how  yoii 
like  it."  Aladdin  had  no  sooner  signified 
his  consent,  but  the  genie  transported  him 
thither  in  an  instant,  and  he  found  it  so 
much  beyond  his  expectation,  that  he  coidd 
not  enough  admire  it.  The  genie  led  him 
through  all  the  apartments,  where  he  met 
with  nothing  but  what  was  rich  and  magni- 
ficent, with  officers  and  slaves,  aU  dressed 
according  to  their  rank  and  the  services  to 
which  they  were  appointed.  Then  the  genie 
shewed  him  the  treasury,  which  was  opened 
by  a  treasurer,  where  Aladdin  saw  heaps  of 
purses,  of  different  sizes,  piled  up  to  the 
top  of  the  ceiling,  and  disposed  in  most 
pleasing  order.  The  genie  assured  him  of 
the  treasurer's  fidelity,  and  thence  led  him 
to  the  stables,  where  he  shewed  him  some 
of  the  finest  horses  in  the  world,  and  the 


grooms  busy  in  dressing  them  ;  from  thence 
they  went  to  the  store-houses,  which  wore 
filled  with  all  necessary  provisions,  both  for 
the  food  and  ornament  of  the  horses. 

When  Aladdin  had  examined  the  palace 
from  top  to  bottom,  and  particularly  the 
hall  with  the  four-and-twenty  windows,  and 
found  it  much  beyond  whatever  he  could 
have  imagined,  he  said  to  the  genie,  "Genie, 
no  one  can  be  better  satisfied  than  I  am  ; 
and  indeed  I  should  be  very  much  to  blame 
if  I  found  any  fault.  There  is  only  one 
thing  wanting,  which  I  forgot  to  mention  ; 
that  is,  to  lay  from  the  sidtan's  palace  to  the 
door  of  the  apartment  designed  for  the  prin- 
cess, a  carpet  of  fine  velvet  for  her  to  walk 
itpon."  The  genie  immediately  disappeared, 
and  Aladdin  saw  what  he  desired  executed 
that  minute.  Then  the  genie  returned  and 
carried  Aladdin  home,  before  the  gates  of  the 
sultan's  palace  were  opened. 

When  the  porters,  who  had  always  been 
iised  to  an  open  prospect,  came  to  open  the 
gates,  they  were  amazed  to  find  it  oT)structed, 
and- to  see  a  carpet  of  velvet  sjiread  for  a 
great  way.  They  did  not  immediately  see 
what  it  meant ;  but  when  they  could  discern 
Aladdin's  palace  distinctly,  their  surprise 
was  increased.  The  news  of  so  extraoi-di- 
nary  a  wonder  was  presently  spread  through 
the  palace.  The  grand  Aazier,  who  came 
soon  after  the  gates  were  open,  was  no  less 
amazed  than  other  people  at  this  novelty, 
but  ran  and  acquainted  the  sultan,  and  en- 
deavoured to  make  him  believe  it  to  be  all 
ench  antment.  ' '  Vizier, "  replied  the  sultan, 
"  why  will  you  have  it  to  be  enchantment  ? 
You  know  as  well  as  I,  that  it  is  Aladdin's 
jmlace,  which  I  gave  him  leave  to  build,  to 
receive  my  daughter  in.  After  the  proof  we 
have  had  of  his  riches,  can  we  think  it 
strange  that  he  should  build  a  palace  in  so 
short  a  time  ?  He  has  a  mind  to  surjjrise  us, 
and  let  us  see  what  wonders  are  to  be  done 
with  ready  money  every  day.  Confess 
sincerely  with  me  that  that  enchantment  yon 
talk  of  proceeds  from  a  little  envy."  The 
hour  of  going  to  council  put  an  end  to  the 
conversation. 

When  Aladdin  had  been  conveyed  home 
and  had  dismissed  the  genie,  he  found  his 
mother  up,  and  dressing  herself  in  one  of 
those  suits  that  were  brought  her.  By  the 
time  the  sultan  came  from  the  council, 
Aladdin  had  prepared  his  mother  to  go  to 
the  palace  with  her  slaves,  and  desired  her, 
if  she  saw  the  sultan,  to  tell  him  she  came 
to  do  herself  the  honour  to  attend  the  prin- 
cess towards  evening  to  her  palace.  Accord- 
ingly she  went ;  but  though  she  and  the 
women  slaves  who  followed  her  were  all 
dressed  like  sidtanesses,  yet  the  crowd  was 
nothing  near  so  great,  because  they  were  all 
veiled,  and  had  each  an  upper  garment  on, 
agreeable  to  the  richness  and  magnificence 
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of  their  habits.  As  for  Aladdin,  he  mounted 
liis  horse,  and  took  leave  of  his  paternal 
house  for  ever,  taking  care  not  to  forget  his 
wonderful  lamp,  by  the  assistance  of  which 
he  had  reaped  such  advantages,  and  arrived 
at  the  utmost  height  of  his  wishes,  and  went 
to  the  palace  in  the  same  pomp  as  the  day 
before. 

As  soon  as  the  porters  of  the  sultan's 
palace  saw  Aladdin's  mother,  they  went  and 
informed  the  sultan,  who  presently  ordered 
the  bands  of  trumpets,  cymbals,  drums,  fifes, 
and  hautboys,  placed  in  different  parts  of 
the  palace,  to  play  and  beat,  so  that  the 
air  resounded  with  concerts,  which  inspired 
the  whole  city  with  joy :  the  merchants 
began  to  adorn  their  shops  and  houses  with 
fine  carpets  and  cushions,  and  bedeck  them 
with  boughs,  and  prepare  illuminations 
against  night.  The  artists  of  all  sorts  left 
their  work,  and  the  people  all  repaired  to 
the  great  space  between  the  sultan's  and 
Aladdin's  jjalace  ;  which  last  drew  all  their 
attention,  not  onlj'  because  it  was  new  to 
them,  but  because  there  was  no  comparison 
between  the  two  buildings.  Biit  their 
amazement  was,  to  comprehend  by  what 
unheard-of  miracle  so  magnificent  a  palace 
eiiould  be  so  soon  built,  it  being  ajiparent  to 
all  that  there  were  no  prepared  materials, 
or  any  foundations  laid,  the  day  before. 

Aladdin's  mother  was  received  in  the 
palace  with  honour,  and  introduced  into  the 
princess  Badroulboudour's  apartment,  by  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs.  As  soon  as  the  prin- 
cess aaw  her,  she  went  and  saluted  her,  and 


desired  her  to  sit  down  on  her  sofa;  and 
while  her  women  made  an  end  of  dressing 
her,  and  adorned  her  with  the  jewels  Aladdin 
had  presented  her  with,  a  noble  collation  was 
served  up.  At  the  same  time,  the  sultan, 
who  had  a  mind  to  be  as  much  with  his 
daughter  as  possilde  before  he  parted  with 
her,  came  and  paid  her  great  respect.  Alad- 
din's mother  had  often  talked  to  the  sultan, 
in  public,  but  he  had  never  seen  her  with 
her  veil  off,  as  she  was  then ;  and  though 
she  was  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  she 
had  the  remains  of  a  good  face,  which 
shewed  what  she  had  been  in  her  youth. 
The  sultan,  who  had  always  seen  her  dressed 
very  meanly,  not  to  say  poorly,  was  sur- 
prised to  find  her  as  richly  and  magnificently 
clothed  as  the  princess  his  daughter.  This 
made  him  think  Aladdin  equally  prudent 
and  wise  in  whatever  he  undertook. 

When  it  was  night,  the  princess  took  her 
leave  of  the  sultan  her  father  :  their  adieus 
were  tender,  and  accompanied  with  tears. 
They  embraced  each  other  several  times, 
and  at  last  the  princess  left  her  own  apart- 
ment, and  set  forward  for  Aladdin's  palace, 
with  his  mother  on  her  left  hand,  followed 
by  a  hundred  women  slaves,  dressed  with 
surprising  magnificence.  All  the  bands  of 
music,  which  played  from  the  time  Aladdin's 
mother  arrived,  joined  together,  led  the  pro- 
cession, followed  by  a  hundred  chiaoux,  and 
the  like  number  of  black  eunuchs,  in  two 
files,  with  their  officers  at  their  head.  Four 
hundred  of  the  sultan's  young  pages  carried 
flambeaux    on   each   side,    which,    together 


with  the  illuminations  of  the  sultan's  and 
Aladdin's  jialaces,  made  it  as  light  as  day. 

In  this  order  the  princess  walked  on  the 
car])et,  which  was  spread  from  the  sidtan's 
palace  to  Aladdin's,  preceded  by  bands  of 


musicians,  who,  as  they  advanced,  joining 
with  those  on  the  terraces  of  Aladdin's 
palace,  formed  a  concert,  which,  extraordi- 
naiy  and  confused  as  it  api)eared,  increased 
the  joy  not  only  of  the  crowd  assembled  in 
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the  great  S(iuarc,  but  of  all  that  were  in  the 
two  palaces,  the  town,  and  a  great  way 
rounii  about  it. 

At  length  the  princess  arrived  at  the  new 
palace.  Aladdin  ran  with  all  imaginable  joy 
to  receive  her  at  the  entrance  of  the  apart- 
ment appointed  for  him.  His  mother  had 
taken  care  to  point  him  out  to  the  princess, 
in  the  7nidst  of  the  officers  that  surromided 
him,  and  she  was  charmed  with  his  person 
as  soon  as  she  saw  him.  "Adorable  prin- 
cess," said  Aladdin  to  her,  accosting  her, 
and  saluting  her  respectfully,  "  if  T  have 
the  misfortune  to  have  displeased  you  by 
my  boldness  in  aspiring  to  the  possession  of 
so  lovely  a  princess,  and  my  sultan's  daugh- 
ter, I  must  tell  you,  that  you  ouglit  to 
blame  your  bright  eyes  and  charms,  not 
me." — "Prince,  as  I  may  now  call  you," 
answered  the  princess,  "  I  am  obedient  to 
the  will  of  my  father ;  and  it  is  enough  for 
me  to  have  seen  you,  to  tell  you  that  I  obey 
without  reluctance." 

Aladdin,  charmed  with  so  agreeable  and 
satisfactory  an  answer,  would  not  keep  the 
jirincess  standing  after  she  had  walked  so 
far,  which  was  more  than  she  was  used  to 
do;  but  took  her  by  the  hand,  which  he 
kissed  with  the  greatest  demonstrations  of 
joy,  and  led  her  into  a  large  hall,  illumi- 
nated with  an  infinite  number  of  wax 
candles,  where,  by  the  care  of  the  genie,  a 
noble  feast  was  served  up.  The  plates  were 
of  massy  gold,  and  contained  the  most  deli- 
cate meats.  The  vases,  basins,  and  goblets, 
with  which  the  beaufet  was  furnished,  were 
gold  also,  and  of  exquisite  workmanship, 
and  all  the  other  ornaments  and  embellish- 
ments of  the  hall  were  answerable  to  this 
great  wealth.  The  princess,  dazzled  to  see 
so  much  riches  collected  in  one  place,  said 
to  Aladdin,  "  I  thought,  prince,  that  no- 
thing in  the  world  was  so  beautifid  as  the 
sultan  my  father's  palace  ;  but  the  sight  of 
this  hall  alone  is  sufficient  to  shew  I  was 
deceived." 

Then  Aladdin  led  the  princess  to  the  place 
appointed  for  her,  and  as  soon  as  she  and 
his  mother  were  sat  down,  a  band  of  the 
most  harmonious  instruments,  accompanied 
with  the  voices  of  beautiful  ladies,  began  a 
concert,  which  lasted  without  intermission 
to  the  end  of  the  repast.  The  princess  was 
so  charmed,  that  she  declared  she  never 
heard  anything  like  it  in  the  sultan  her 
father's  court;  but  she  knew  not  that  the 
musicians  were  fahies  chosen  by  the  genie, 
slave  of  the  lamp. 

AVhen  the  supper  was  ended,  and  the  table 
taicen  away,  there  entered  a  company  of 
dancers,  who  danced,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  country,  several  figure  dances, 
ending  with  a  dancing  man  and  woman,  who 
performed  their  parts  with  surprising  light- 
ness and  agility,  and  shewed  all  the  address 


they  were  capal)le  of.  About  midnight, 
Aladdin,  according  to  the  custom  of  that 
time  in  China,  rose  up  and  presented  his 
hand  to  the  jirincess  Badroulboudour  to 
dance  with  h^r,  and  to  finish  the  ceremonies 
of  then-  nuptials.  They  danced  with  so 
good  a  grace,  that  they  were  the  admiration 
of  all  the  company.  When  they  left  off, 
Aladdin  did  not  let  the  princess's  hand  go, 
but  led  her  to  the  apartment  where  the 
nuptial  bed  was  prepared.  The  princess's 
women  helped  to  undress  her,  and  put  her 
to  bed  :  Aladdin's  officers  did  the  same  by 
him,  and  then  all  retired.  Thus  ended  the 
ceremonies  and  rejoicings  at  the  marriage 
of  Aladdin  with  the  princess  Badroul- 
boudour. 

The  next  morning  when  Aladdin  awaked, 
his  valets-de-chambre  presented  themselves 
to  dress  him,  and  brought  him  another  habit 
as  rich  and  magnificent  as  that  he  wore  the 
day  before.  Then  he  ordered  one  of  the 
horses  appointed  for  his  iise  to  be  got  ready, 
mounted  him,  and  went  in  the  midst  of  a 
large  troop  of  slaves  to  the  sultan's  palace. 
The  sidtan  received  him  with  the  same 
honours  as  before,  embraced  him,  placed 
him  on  the  throne  near  him,  and  ordered  in 
breakfast.  Aladdin  replied,  "T  beg  your 
majesty  will  dispense  with  me  from  accept- 
ing tliat  honour  to-day  ;  I  came  to  ask  you 
to  come  and  take  a  repast  in  the  princess's 
palace,  attended  by  your  grand  vizier,  and 
all  the  lords  of  your  court."  The  sultan 
consented  with  pleasure,  rose  up  imme- 
diately, and,  as  it  was  not  far  off,  went 
thither  on  foot,  with  Aladdin  on  his  right 
hand,  the  grand  vizier  on  his  left,  preceded 
by  the  chiaoux  and  principal  officers  of  his 
palace,  and  followed  by  all  the  great  lords  of 
his  court. 

The  nearer  the  sultan  approached  Alad- 
din's palace,  the  more  he  was  struck  with 
its  beauty,  but  was  much  more  amazed  v/hen 
he  entered  it;  and  could  not  forbear  break- 
ing out  into  exclamations  of  approbation. 
But  when  he  came  into  the  hall  with  the 
four-and-twenty  windows,  into  whicli  Alad- 
din had  invited  him,  and  had  seen  the  orna- 
ments, and,  above  all,  cast  his  eyes  on  the 
windows,  enriched  with  diamonds,  rubies, 
emeralds,  all  large  perfect  stones;  and  when 
Aladdin  had  observed  to  him,  that  it  was  as 
rich  on  the  outside,  he  was  so  much  sur- 
prised, that  he  remained  some  time  motion- 
less. After  he  recovered  himself,  he  said 
to  his  vizier,  "  Is  it  possil)le  that  there 
should  be  such  a  stately  palace  so  nigh  my 
own,  and  I  be  an  utter  stranger  to  it  till 
now?"  "Sir,"  replied  the  grand  vizier, 
"  your  majesty  may  remember  that  the  day 
before  yesterday,  you  gave  Aladdin,  whom 
you  accejited  for  your  son-in-law,  leave  to 
build  a  palace  over  against  your  own,  and 
that  very  day  at  sunset  there  was  no  palace 
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on  tliis  spot,  and  yesterday  I  had  the  hon- 
our first  to  tell  you  that  the  palace  was  built 
and  finished."  "I  remember  it,"  replied 
the  sultan,  "but  never  imagined  that  the 
palace  was  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world ; 
for  where  in  all  the  world  besides  shall  we 
find  walls  biult  of  courses  of  massy  gold  and 
silver,  instead  of  com-ses  of  brick,  stone,  or 
marble ;  and  diamonds,  rubies,  and  eme- 
ralds set  thick  about  the  windows  ?  There 
never  was  anything  mentioned  like  it  in  this 
world  before." 

The  sultan  would  examine  and  admire 
the  beauty  of  all  the  windows,  and  counting 
them,  found  that  there  were  but  three-and- 
twenty  windows  that  were  so  richly  adorned, 
and  he  was  greatly  astonished  that  the 
twenty-fourth  was  left  imperfect.  ' '  Vizier, " 
said  he,  for  that  minister  made  a  point  of 
never  leaving  him,  "I  am  surprised  that  a 
hall  of  this  magnificence  should  be  left  thus 
imperfect."  "  Sir,"  replied  the  grand  vizier, 
"Avithout  doubt  Aladdin  only  wanted  time 
to  finish  this  window  like  the  rest;  for  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  but  that  he  has  sufficient 
jewels  for  it,  and  that  he  will  set  about  it 
the  first  opportunity." 

Aladdin,  who  had  left  the  sultan  to  go 
and  give  some  orders,  returned  just  as  the 
vizier  had  given  that  prince  his  supposed  rea- 
sons. "  Son,"  said  the  sultan  to  him,  "  this 
hall  is  the  most  worthy  of  admiration  of 
any  hall  in  the  world  ;  there  is  only  one 
thing  that  surprises  me,  which  is,  to  find 
one  of  the  windows  unfinished.  Is  it  from 
the  forgetfidness  or  negligence  of  the  work- 
men, or  want  of  time,  that  they  have  not 
pxit  the  finishing  stroke  to  so  beautiful  a 
piece  of  architecture?"  "Sir,"  answered 
Aladdin,  "  it  was  for  none  of  these  reasons 
that  your  majesty  sees  it  in  this  condition. 
The  thing  was  done  by  design,  and  it  was 
by  my  orders  that  the  workmen  left  it  thiis, 
since  I  had  a  mind  that  your  majesty  shoidd 
have  the  glory  of  finishing  this  hall  and  the 
palace  also  together,  and  I  beg  of  you  to 
approve  of  my  good  intention,  that  I  may 
remember  the  favours  I  have  received  from 
you."  "  If  you  did  it  with  this  intention," 
replied  the  sultan,  "  I  take  it  kindly,  and 
will  give  orders  about  it  immediately."  He 
accordingly  sent  for  the  most  considerable 
jewellers  and  goldsmiths  in  his  capital. 

In  the  meantime,  the  sidtan  went  out  of 
this  hall,  and  Aladdin  led  him  into  that 
where  he  had  regaled  the  princess  Badroul- 
boudour  on  their  wedding-day.  The  prin- 
cess came  immediately  afterwards,  and  re- 
ceived the  sultan  her  father  with  an  air  that 
shewed  how  much  she  was  satisfied  with 
her  marriage.  Two  tables  were  immediately 
spread  with  the  most  delicious  meats,  all 
served  up  in  gold  dishes.  The  sidtan,  prin- 
cess, Aladdhi,  and  the  gi-aud  vizier,  sat 
down  at  the  first,  and  aU  the  lords  of  the 


court  at  the  second,  which  was  very  long. 
The  sultan  Avas  very  much  pleased  with  the 
meats,  and  owned  he  had  never  aaten  any- 
thing more  excellent.  He  said  the  same  of 
the  wines,  which  were  delicious  ;  but  what 
he  most  of  all  admired  was  four  large  beau- 
fets,  profusely  furnished  with  large  flagons, 
basins,  and  cups,  all  of  massy  gold,  set  with 
jewels.  He  was  besides  charmed  with  seve- 
ral bands  of  music,  which  were  ranged  along 
the  hall,  and  formed  most  agreeable  con- 
certs. 

When  the  sultan  rose  from  table,  he  was 
informed  that  the  jewellers  and  goldsmiths 
he  had  sent  for  attended ;  upon  which  he 
returned  to  the  hall,  and  shewed  them  the 
window  which  was  unfinished.  "  I  sent  for 
you,"  said  he,  "to  fit  ujj  this  window  in  aa 
great  perfection  as  the  rest ;  examine  them 
well,  and  make  all  the  despatch  you  can,  to 
make  them  all  alike." 

The  jewellers  and  goldsmiths  examined 
the  other  three-and-twenty  windows  with 
great  attention,  and  after  they  had  consulted 
together  to  know  what  each  could  furnish,  they 
returned,  and  presented  themselves  before  the 
sultan,  whose  principal  jeweller,  undertak- 
ing to  speak  for  the  rest,  said,  "  Sir,  we  are 
all  willing  to  exert  our  utmost  care  and  in- 
dustry to  obey  your  majesty  ;  but  among  us 
all  we  cannot  furnish  jewels  enough  for  so 
great  a  work."  "I  have  more  than  are 
necessary,"  said  the  sultan;  "come  to  my 
palace,  and  you  shall  choose  what  are  fit- 
ting." 

When  the  sultan  returned  to  his  palace, 
he  ordered  his  jewels  to  be  fetched  out,  and 
the  jewellers  took  a  great  quantity,  particu- 
larly those  which  Aladdin  had  made  him  a 
present  of,  which  they  soon  used,  without 
making  any  great  advance  in  their  work. 
They  came  again  several  times  for  more, 
and  in  a  month's  time  had  not  finished  half 
their  work.  In  short,  they  used  all  the 
jewels  the  sultan  had  of  his  own,  and  bor- 
rowed of  the  vizier,  and  yet  the  work  was 
not  half  done. 

Aladdin,  who  knew  that  all  the  sultan's 
endeavours  to  make  this  window  like  the 
rest  were  in  vain,  and  that  lie  never  could 
compass  it  with  credit,  sent  for  the  jewellers 
and  goldsmiths,  and  not  only  bid  them  de- 
sist from  their  work,  but  ordered  them  to 
undo  what  they  had  begun,  and  to  carry  all 
their  jewels  back  to  the  sultan  and  to  the 
vizier.  They  undid  in  a  few  hours  what  they 
had  been  six  weeks  about,  and  retired,  leav- 
ing Aladdin  alone  in  the  hall.  He  took  the 
lamp,  which  he  carried  about  him,  and 
rubbed  it,  and  presently  the  genie  appeared. 
"Genie,"  said  Aladdin,  "  I  ordered  thee  to 
leave  one  of  the  four-and-twenty  windows 
of  this  hall  imperfect,  and  thou  hast  exe- 
cuted my  commands  punctually  ;  now,  I 
would  have  thee  make  it   hke  the   rest." 
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Tlie  genie  immediately  (lisappcared.  Alatl- 
diu  -weut  out  of  the  hall,  and  returning  soon 
after  into  it,  he  found  the  window,  as  he 
wished  it  to  be,  like  the  others. 

In  the  meantime,  the  jewellers  and  gold- 
smiths reached  the  palace,  and  were  intro- 
duced into  the  sultan's  presence,  where  the 
first  jeweller,  presenting  the  jewels  which 
he  had  brought  back,  said,  in  the  name  of 
all  the  rest,  "  Sir,  your  majesty  knows  how 
long  we  have  been  upon  the  work  you  was 
pleased  to  set  us  about,  in  which  we  used  all 
imaginable  industry.  It  was  far  advanced, 
when  Aladdin  obliged  us  not  only  to  leave 
off,  but  to  undo  what  we  had  already  begun, 
and  bring  your  majesty  your  jewels  back." 
The  sultan  asked  them  if  Aladdin  gave  them 
any  reason  for  so  doing,  and  thej'  answering 
that  he  had  given  them  none,  he  ordered  a 
horse  to  be  brought  to  him  presently,  which 
he  mounted,  and  rode  to  Aladdin's  palace, 
with  some  few  attendants  on  foot  by  his 
side.  When  he  came  there,  he  alighted  at 
the  staircase,  which  led  up  to  the  hall  with 
the  twenty-four  windows,  and  went  directly 
up  to  it,  without  giving  previous  notice  to 
Aladdin  ;  but  it  happened  that  at  that  very 
j  uncture  Aladdin  was  opportunely  there,  and 
had  just  time  to  receive  him  at  the  door. 

The  sultan,  without  giving  Aladdin  time 
to  complain  obligingly  of  his  not  giving  him 
notice,  that  he  might  have  acquitted  himself 
with  the  more  duty  and  respect,  said  to  him, 
"Son,  I  come  myself  to  know  the  reason 
why  yoii  left  so  noble  and  magnificent  a  hall 
as  this  is  imperfect." 

Aladdin  disgiiised  the  trvie  reason,  which 
was,  that  the  sultan  was  not  rich  enough  in 
jewels  to  be  at  so  great  an  expense,  but  said, 
♦'  It  is  true  your  majesty  saw  this  hall  un- 
finished, but  I  beg  of  you  now  to  see  if  any- 
thing is  wanting." 

The  sidtan  went  directly  to  the  window 
which  was  left  imperfect,  and  when  he  found 
I  it  like  the  rest,  he  fancied  that  he  was  mis- 
taken, and  examined  the  two  windows  on 
each  side,  and  afterwards  all  the  four-and- 
I  twenty ;  and  when  he  was  convinced  that 
j  the  window,  which  several  workmen  had 
I  been  so  long  about,  was  finished  in  so  short 
!  a  time,  he   embraced  Aladdin,    and  kissed 
'  him  between  his  eyes.      "  My  son,"  said  he, 
"what  a  man  you  are  to  do  such  surprising 
things  always  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  ! 
There  is  not  your  fellow  in  the  Avorld.     The 
more  I  know  you,  the  more  I  admire  you." 
Aladdin  received  these  jjraises  from  the 
sultan  with  a  great  deal  of  modesty,  and  re- 
plied in  these  words:    "Sir,  it  is  a  great 
honour  to   me  to  deserv^e    yoiir   majesty's 
good-will  and  approbation,  and  I  assure  you 
I  shall  study  to  deserve  them  more." 

The  sultan  returned  to  his  jialace  as  he 
came,  but  would  not  let  Aladdin  go  back 
with  him.     When  he  came  there,  he  found 


his  grand  vizier  waiting  for  him,  to  wlioui 
he  related  the  wonder  he  had  been  a  witness 
of  with  the  utmost  admii'ation,  and  in  such 
terms  as  left  that  minister  no  room  to  doubt 
but  that  the  fact  was  as  the  sidtan  related 
it ;  though  he  was  the  more  confirmed  in 
his  belief  that  Aladdin's  palace  was  the  effect 
of  enchantment,  as  he  told  the  sultan  the 
first  moment  he  saw  it.  He  was  going  to 
repeat  the  same  thing  again,  but  the  sidtan 
interrupted  him,  and  said,  "You  told  me 
so  once  before.  I  see,  vizier,  you  have  not 
forgot  your  son's  marriage  to  my  daughter." 
The  grand  vizier  plainly  saw  how  much  the 
sidtan  was  prepossessed,  and  therefore 
avoided  any  disputes,  and  let  him  remain  in 
his  own  opinion.  The  sultan,  as  certain  as 
he  rose  in  a  morning,  went  into  the  closet 
to  look  at  Aladdin's  palace,  and  would  go 
many  times  in  a  day  to  contemplate  and 
admire  it. 

All  this  time,  Aladdin  did  not  confine 
himself  in  his  palace,  but  took  care  to  shew 
himself  once  or  twice  a  week  in  the  town, 
by  going  sometimes  to  one  mosque,  and 
sometimes  to  another,  to  prayers,  or  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  grand  vizier,  who  affected  to 
pay  his  court  to  him  on  certain  days,  or  to 
do  the  principal  lords  of  the  court  the  hon- 
our to  return  their  visits,  after  he  had  re- 
galed them  at  his  palace.  Every  time  he 
went  out,  he  caused  two  slaves,  who  walked 
by  the  side  of  his  horse,  to  throw  handfuls 
of  money  among  the  people,  as  he  passed 
through  the  streets  and  squares,  which  were 
generally  on  those  occasions  crowded.  Be- 
sides, no  one  came  to  his  palace  gates  to  ask 
alms,  but  returned  satisfied  with  his  liber- 
ality. In  short,  he  so  divided  his  time,  that 
not  a  week  passed  but  Aladdin  went  either 
once  or  twice  a  hunting,  sometimes  in  the 
environs  of  the  city,  sometimes  farther  off ; 
at  which  times  the  villages  through  which 
he  passed  felt  the  effects  of  his  generosity, 
which  gained  him  the  love  and  blessings  of 
the  peo^ile  ;  and  it  was  common  for  them  to 
swear  by  his  head.  In  short,  withoTit  giving 
tlie  least  umbrage  to  the  sultan,  to  whom  he 
paid  all  imaginary  respect,  it  might  he  said 
that  Aladdin,  by  his  affable  behaviour  and 
liberality,  had  won  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  was  more  beloved  than  the  sidtan 
himself.  With  all  these  good  qualities  he 
shewed  a  coiu-age  and  a  zeal  for  the  imblic 
good  which  coidd  not  be  sufficiently  ap- 
13lauded.  He  gave  sufficient  proofs  of  both 
in  a  revolt  on  the  borders  of  that  kingdom : 
for  he  no  sooner  understood  that  the  sultan 
Avas  le\-ying  an  army  to  disperse  the  rebels, 
but  he  begged  the  command  of  it,  which  he 
found  no  difficulty  to  obtain.  As  soon  as 
he  was  at  the  head  of  the  army,  he  marched 
against  the  i-ebels  with  so  much  expedition, 
that  the  sultan  heard  of  the  defeat  of  the 
rebels  before  he  had  received  an  account  of 
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his  arrival  iu  tlie  army.  And  tliough  this 
action  rendered  his  name  famous  throughout 
the  kingdom,  it  made  no  alteration  in  his 
disposition  ;  but  he  was  as  affable  after  his 
victory  as  before. 

Aladdin  had  behaved  himself  after  this 
manner  several  years,  when  the  African 
magician,  who  undesignedly  had  been  the 
instrument  of  raising  him  to  so  high  a  jjitch 
of  fortune,  bethought  himself  of  him  in 
Africa,  whither,  after  his  expedition,  he  re- 
turned; and  though  he  was  almost  j^er- 
suaded  that  Aladdin  died  miserably  in  the 
subterraneous  abode  where  he  left  him,  yet 
lie  had  the  curiosity  to  inform  himself  about 
his  end  with  certainty  ;  and  as  he  was  a 
great  geomancer,  he  took  out  of  a  cupboard 
a  square  covered  box,  which  he  made  use  of 
in  his  geomantic  observations,  then  sat  him- 
self down  on  his  sofa,  set  it  before  him,  and 
uncovered  it.  After  he  had  prepared  and 
levelled  the  sand  which  was  in  it,  with  an 
intention  to  discover  whether  or  no  Aladdin 
died  in  the  subterraneous  abode,  he  cast  tho 
points,  drew  the  ligures,  and  formed  a  horo- 
scope, by  which,  when  ho  came  to  examine 
it,  he  found  that  Aladdin,  instead  of  dying 
in  the  cave,  had  escaped  out  of  it,  lived 
splendidly,  was  very  rich,  had  married  a 
})rincess,  and  was  very  much  honoured  and 
respected. 

The  magician  no  sooner  iinderstood  by 
the  rules  of  his  diabolical  art,  that  Aladdui 
had  ai-rived  to  that  height  of  good  fortune, 
but  a  colour  came  into  his  face,  and  he  cried 
OTit  in  a  rage,  "This  poor  sorry  tailor's  son 
has  discovered  the  secret  and  virtue  of  the 
lamp  !  I  believed  his  death  to  be  certain, 
but  find  too  plainly  he  enjoys  the  fruit  of 
my  labour  and  study.  But  I  will  prevent 
his  enjoying  it  long,  or  perish  in  the  at- 
tempt. He  was  not  a  great  while  deliberat- 
ing on  what  he  should  do  ;  but  the  next 
morning  mounted  a  barb  which  was  in  his 
stable,  set  forwards,  and  never  stoi>ped  but 
just  to  refresh  himself  and  horse,  till  he  ar- 
rived at  the  capital  of  China.  He  alighted, 
took  up  his  lodgings  in  a  khan,  and  stayed 
there  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  the 
night,  to  refresh  himself  after  so  long  a 
journey. 

The  next  day  his  first  object  was  to  in- 
quire what  people  said  of  Aladdin ;  and, 
taking  a  walk  through  the  town,  he  went 
to  the  most  public  and  frequented  I'laces, 
where  people  of  the  best  distinction  met  to 
drink  a  cei-tain  warm  liqufir,  which  he  had 
drank  often  when  he  was  there  before.  As 
soon  as  he  sat  down,  he  was  presented  with 
a  glass  of  it,  which  he  took  ;  but,  listening 
at  the  same  time  to  the  discourse  of  the 
company  on  each  side  of  him,  he  heard 
them  talking  of  Aladdin's  palace.  When  he 
had  drank  oft'  his  glass,  he  joined  them ; 
j  a!id,  taking  this   opportunity,   asked  them 


particularly  what  palace  that  was  they  spuko 
so  advantageously  of.  "From  whence  come 
you  ?"  said  the  person  to  whom  he  addressed 
himself ;  "you  must  certainly  be  a  stranger, 
not  to  have  seen  or  heard  talk  of  prince 
Aladdin's  palace,  (for  he  was  called  so  after 
his  marriage  with  the  princess  Badroulbou- 
dour.)  I  do  not  say,"  contimied  the  man, 
"that  it  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world, 
but  that  it  is  the  only  wonder  of  the  world, 
since  nothing  so  grand,  rich,  and  magnifi- 
cent was  ever  seen.  Certainly  you  must 
have  come  from  a  great  distance,  not  to  have 
heard  of  it ;  it  must  have  been  talked  of  all 
over  the  world.  Go  and  see  it,  and  then 
judge  whether  I  have  told  you  more  than 
the  truth."  "Forgive  my  ignorance,"  re- 
plied the  African  magician;  "I  arriv^ed 
here  but  yesterday,  and  came  from  the 
farthest  part  of  Africa,  where  the  fame  of 
this  palace  had  not  reached  when  I  came 
away.  For  the  affair  which  brought  me 
hither  was  so  iirgent,  that  my  sole  object 
was  to  get  here  as  soon  as  I  could,  without 
stopping  anywhere,  or  making  any  acquaint- 
ance. But  I  will  not  fail  to  go  and  see  it ; 
my  impatience  is  so  great,  I  wiU  go  imme- 
diately and  satisfy  my  curiosity,  if  you  will 
do  me  the  favour  to  shew  me  the  way 
thither." 

The  person  to  whom  the  African  magician 
addressed  himself  took  a  jileasure  in  shew- 
ing him  the  way  to  Aladdin's  palace,  and  he 
got  lip,  and  went  thither  instantly.  When 
he  came  to  the  palace,  and  had  examined  it 
on  all  sides,  he  doubted  not  but  that  Alad- 
din had  made  use  of  the  lamp  to  build  it. 
Without  attending  to  the  inability  of  Alad- 
din, a  poor  tailor's  sou,  he  knew  that  none 
but  the  geuies,  the  slaves  of  the  lamp,  the 
attaining  of  which  he  had  missed,  ccudd 
have  performed  such  wonders  ;  and,  piqued 
to  the  quick  at  Aladdin's  happiness  and 
greatness,  he  returned  to  the  khan  where  he 
lodged. 

The  next  thing  was  to  know  where  the 
lamj)  was  ;  if  AIa<ldin  carried  it  about  with 
him,  or  where  he  kept  it ;  and  this  he  was 
to  discover  by  an  operation  of  geomancy. 
As  soon  as  he  entered  his  lodging,  he  took 
his  square  box  of  sand,  which  he  always 
carried  along  Avith  him  when  he  travelled, 
and  after  he  had  jterformed  some  operations, 
he  knew  that  the  lamp  was  in  Aladdin's 
palace  ;  and  so  great  was  his  joy  at  the 
discovery,  that  he  could  hardly  contain 
himself.  "Well,"  said  he,  "I  shall  have 
the  lamp,  and  I  defy  Aladdin's  preventing 
my  carrying  it  off,  and  making  him  sink  to 
his  original  meanness,  from  which  he  has 
taken  so  high  a  flight." 

It  was  Aladdin's  misfortune  at  that  time 
to  be  gone  a  hunting  for  eight  days,  of  which 
only  three  were  expired,  which  the  magician 
came  to  know  by  this  means.     After  he  had 
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pt'iformccl  this  operation,  which  gave  him 
so  much  joy,  he  went  to  the  master  of  the 
khan,  entered  into  discourse  with  him  on 
indifferent  matters,  and,  among  the  rest, 
told  him  he  had  been  to  see  Aladdin's  pa- 
lace ;  and,  after  exaggerating  on  all  that  he 
had  seen  most  suq)rising  and  most  striking 
to  him  and  all  the  world,  he  added,  ' '  But 
my  curiosity  leads  me  farther,  and  I  shall 
not  be  easy  till  I  have  seen  the  person  to 
whom  this  wonderful  edifice  belongs." 
"That  will  be  no  difficult  matter,"  replied 
the  master  of  the  khan  ;  "  there  is  not  a 
day  passes  but  he  gives  an  opportunity  when 
he  is  in  town,  but  at  present  he  is  not  at 
home,  and  has  been  gone  these  three  days 
on  a  hunting-match,  which  will  last  eight." 

The  magician  wanted  to  know  no  more  : 
he  took  his  leave  of  the  master  of  the  khan, 
and  returning  to  his  own  chamber,  said  to 
himself,  "  This  is  an  opportunity  I  ought  by 
no  means  to  let  slip,  but  will  make  the  best 
use  of  it."  To  that  end  he  went  to  a  maker 
and  seller  of  lamps,  and  asked  for  a  dozen 
of  copper  lamps.  The  master  of  the  shop 
told  him  he  had  not  so  many  by  him,  but  if 
he  would  have  patience  till  the  next  day,  he 
would  get  him  so  many  against  any  time  he 
had  a  mind  to  have  them.  The  magician 
appointed  his  time,  and  bid  him  take  care 
that  they  shoidd  be  handsome  and  well  po- 
lislied.  After  promising  to  pay  him  well, 
he  returned  to  his  inn. 

The  next  day  the  magician  called  for  the 
twelve  lamps,  paid  the  man  his  full  price 
for  them,  put  them  into  a  basket  which  he 
brought  on  purpose,  and,  with  the  basket 
hanging  on  his  arm,  went  directly  to  Alad- 
din's palace  ;  and  when  he  came  near  it,  he 
began  crying,  "Who  wdll  change  old  lamj^s 
for  new  ones  ? "  As  he  went  aloug,  he  ga- 
thered a  crowd  of  chikb-en  about  him,  who 
hooted  at  him,  and  tho'.ight  him,  as  did  all 
who  chanced  to  be  passing  by,  mad  or  a  fool, 
to  offer  to  change  nev.'  lamps  for  old  ones. 

The  African  magician  never  minded 
their  scoffs  and  hootiugs,  or  all  they  could 
say  to  him,  but  still  continued  crying,  "  Who 
will  change  old  lamps  for  new  ones?"  He 
repeated  this  so  often,  walking  backwards 
and  forwards  about  the  princess  Badroul- 
boudour's  palace,  that  the  princess,  who 
vas  then  in  the  hall  with  the  foiu'-and- 
twenty  windows,  hearing  a  man  cry  some- 
thing, and  not  being  able  to  distinguish  his 
words,  by  reason  of  the  hooting  of  the  chil- 
dren and  increasing  mob  about  him,  sent 
one  of  her  women  slaves  down  to  know  what 
he  cried. 

The  slave  was  not  long  before  she  re- 
turned, and  ran  into  the  hall,  laughing  so 
heartilj',  that  the  princess  could  not  forbear 
herself.  "  Well,  giggler,"  said  the  princess, 
"wiU  you  tell  me  what  you  laugh  at?" 
"  Madam,"  answered  the  slave,  laughing  still, 


"who  can  forbear  laughing,  to  sec  a  fool, 
with  a  basket  on  his  arm,  fidl  of  fine  new 
lamps,  asking  to  exchange  them  for  old  ones  ? 
The  children  and  mob  crowding  about  him 
so  that  he  can  hardly  stir,  make  all  the  noise 
they  can  by  deriding  him." 

Another  woman  slave,  hearing  this,  said, 
"Now  you  speak  of  laui])s,  I  know  not 
whether  the  princess  may  have  observed  it, 
but  there  is  an  old  one  upon  the  cornice,  and 
whoever  owns  it  will  not  be  sorry  to  find  a 
new  one  in  its  stead.  If  the  princess  has  a 
mind,  she  may  have  the  pleasiu-e  to  try  if 
this  fool  is  so  silly  as  to  give  a  new  lamp  for 
an  old  one,  without  taking  anything  for  the 
exchange." 

The  lamp  this  slave  spoke  of  was  Alad- 
din's wonderful  lamp,  which  he,  for  fear  of 
losing  it,  had  laid  upon  the  cornice  before 
he  went  hunting;  which  precaution  he  made 
use  of  several  times  before,  but  neither  the 
princess,  the  slaves,  nor  the  eunuchs,  had 
ever  taken  notice  of  it.  At  all  other  times 
but  hunting,  he  carried  it  about  him,  and 
then,  indeed,  he  might  have  locked  it  up; 
but  other  people  have  been  guilty  of  as  great 
oversights,  and  will  be  so  to  the  end  of  time. 

The  princess  Badroulboudour,  who  knew 
not  the  value  of  this  lamp,  and  the  interest 
that  Aladdin,  not  to  mention  herself,  had  to 
keeji  it  safe  from  everybody  else,  entered 
into  the  pleasantry,  and  bid  a  eunuch  take 
it,  and  go  and  make  the  exchange.  The 
eunuch  obeyed,  went  out  of  the  hall,  and 
no  sooner  got  to  the  palace  gates,  but  he 
saw  the  Afi-ican  magician,  called  to  him,  and 
shewing  him  the  old  lamp,  said  to  him, 
"Give  me  a  new  lamp  for  this." 

The  magician  never  douljted  but  this  was 
the  lamp  he  wanted.  There  could  be  no 
other  such  in  this  palace,  where  all  was 
gold  or  silver.  He  snatched  it  eagerly  out 
of  the  eunuch's  hand,  and  thrusting  it  as  far 
as  he  could  into  his  breast,  offered  him  his 
basket,  and  bid  him  choose  which  he  liked 
best.  The  eunuch  jjicked  out  one,  and  car- 
ried it  to  the  princess  Badroulboudour ;  but 
the  exchange  was  no  sooner  made,  than  the 
l)lace  rung  with  the  shouts  of  the  children, 
deriding  the  magician's  folly. 

The  African  magician  gave  everybody 
leave  to  laugh  as  much  as  they  pleased ;  he 
stayed  not  long  about  Aladdin's  palace,  but 
made  the  best  of  his  way,  M'ithout  crying 
any  longer,  "New  lamps  for  old  ones."  His 
end  was  answered,  and  by  his  silence  he  got 
rid  of  the  children  and  the  mob. 

As  soon  as  he  got  out  of  the  square  be- 
tween the  two  palaces,  he  skulked  down  the 
streets  which  were  the  least  frequented ;  and 
having  no  more  occasion  for  his  lamps  or 
basket,  set  all  down  in  the  midst  of  a  street 
where  nobody  saw  him  ;  then  scouring  down 
another  street  or  two,  he  walked  till  he  came 
to  one  of  the  city  gates,  and  pursuing  hia 
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way  through  the  suburbs,  which  were  very 
long,  he  bought  some  provisions  before  he 
left  the  city,  got  into  the  fields,  and  turned 
into  the  road  which  led  to  a  lonely  remote 
place,  where  he  stopped  for  a  time,  to  exe- 
cute the  design  he  came  about,  never  caring 
for  his  horse,  which  he  left  at  the  khan ;  but 
thinking  himseK  jierfectly  compensated  by 
the  treasiu-e  he  had  acquired. 

In  tliis  place  the  African  magician  passed 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  till  the  darkest 
time  of  night,  when  he  pulled  the  lamp  out 
of  his  breast,  and  rubbed  it.  At  that  sum- 
mons, the  genie  appeared,  and  said,  "What 
wouldst  thou  have?  I  am  ready  to  obey 
thee  as  thy  slave,  and  the  slave  of  all  those 
who  have  that  lamp  in  their  hands  ;  both  I 
and  the  other  slaves  of  the  lamp."  "I  com- 
mand thee,"  replied  the  magician,  "to  tran- 
sport me  immediately,  and  the  palace  which 
thou  and  the  other  slaves  of  the  lamp  have 
built  in  this  town,  such  as  it  is,  and  with  all 
the  peoiile  in  it,  to  such  a  jdace  in  Africa." 
The  geuie  made  no  reply,  but  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  other  genies,  the  slaves  of 
the  lamp,  ti'ausported  him  and  the  palace 
entire  immediately  to  the  place  he  appointed 
in  Africa ;  where  we  will  leave  the  magician, 
palace,  and  the  princess  Badroidboudour,  to 
sjieak  of  the  surprise  of  the  sultan. 

As  soon  as  the  sultan  rose  the  next  morn- 
ing, according  to  custom,  he  went  into  his 
closet,  to  have  the  pleasure  of  contemplating 
and  admiring  Aladdin's  palace  ;  but  when 
he  first  looked  that  way,  and,  instead  of  a 
palace,  saw  an  empty  space,  such  as  it  was 
before  the  palace  was  built,  he  thought  he 
was  mistaken,  and  rubbed  his  eyes  :  he 
looked  agam,  and  saw  nothing  more  the  se- 
cond time  than  the  first,  though  the  weather 
was  fine,  the  sky  clear,  and  the  daybreak 
beginning  to  appear  had  made  all  objects 
A'cry  distinct.  He  looked  through  the  two 
opeuiugs  on  the  right  and  left,  and  saw  no- 
thing more  than  he  had  formerly  been  used 
to  see  out  of  them.  His  amazement  was 
so  great,  that  he  stood  for  some  time  turning 
his  eyes  to  the  spot  vvliere  the  palace  had 
stood,  but  where  it  was  no  longer  to  be  seen. 
He  coidd  not  comprehend  how  so  large  a 
palace  as  Aladdin's,  which  he  saw  plainly 
every  day,  and  but  the  day  before,  should 
vanish  so  soon,  and  not  leave  the  least  re- 
mains behind.  "Certainly,"  said  he  to  him- 
self, "  I  am  not  mistaken ;  it  stood  there :  if 
it  had  tuml;led  down,  the  materials  would 
have  lain  in  heaps  ;  and  if  it  had  been  swal- 
lowed uj)  by  an  earthquake,  there  would  be 
some  mark  left."  Whatever  was  the  case, 
though  ho  was  convinced  that  no  palace 
stood  there,  he  could  not  help  staying  there 
some  time,  to  see  whether  he  might  not  be 
mistaken.  At  last  he  retired  to  his  apart- 
meut,  not  without  looking  behind  him  before 
he  quitted  the  spot,  and  ordered  the  grand 


vizier  to  be  fetched  in  all  haste  ;  and  in  the 
meantime  sat  down,  his  mind  agitated  by 
so  many  different  thoughts,  that  he  knew 
not  what  to  resolve  on. 

The  grand  vizier  did  not  make  the  sultan 
wait  long  for  him,  bixt  came  with  so  much 
precipitation,  that  neither  he  nor  his  attend- 
ants, as  they  passed  by,  missed  Aladdin's 
palace ;  neither  did  the  porters,  when  they 
opened  the  palace  gates,  observe  any  altera- 
tion. 

When  he  came  into  the  sultan's  presence, 
he  said  to  him,  "Sir,  the  haste  in  which 
your  majesty  sent  for  me  makes  me  believe 
something  very  extraordinary  has  happened, 
since  you  know  this  is  council-day,  and  I 
shall  not  fail  attending  you  there  very  soon." 
"Indeed,"  said  the  sultan,  "it  is  something 
very  extraordinary,  as  you  say,  and  you  will 
allow  it  to  be  so  :  tell  me  what  has  become 
of  Aladdin's  palace."  "Aladdin's  palace!" 
replied  the  grand  \izier,  in  great  amaze- 
ment; "I  thought  as  I  passed  by  it,  it  stood 
in  its  usual  place :  such  substantial  buildings 
are  not  so  easUy  removed."  "Go  into  my 
closet,"  said  the  sultan,  "and  teU  me  if  you 
can  see  it." 

The  grand  vizier  went  into  the  closet, 
where  he  Avas  struck  v.'ith  no  less  amaze- 
ment than  the  sidtan  had  been.  When  he 
was  well  assured  that  there  was  not  the 
least  appearance  of  this  place,  he  returned 
to  the  sultan.  "Well,"  said  the  sultan, 
"have  you  seen  Aladdin's  palace  ?"  "Sir," 
answered  the  vizier,  "your  majesty  may  re- 
member that  I  had  the  honour  to  tell  you, 
that  that  palace,  which  was  the  subject  of 
your  admiration,  with  all  its  immense  riches, 
was  only  the  work  of  magic  and  a  magician; 
but  your  majesty  woidd  not  pay  the  least 
attention  to  what  I  said." 

The  sidtan,  Avho  could  not  deny  what  the 
grand  vizier  had  represented  to  him,  flew 
into  the  greater  passion.  "Where  is  that 
imjoostor,  that  wicked  MTetch,"  said  he, 
"  that  I  may  have  his  head  cut  off  imme- 
diately." "Sir,"  replied  the  grand  vizier, 
"  it  is  some  days  since  he  came  to  take  his 
leave  of  your  majesty;  he  ought  to  be  sent 
to,  to  know  what  is  become  of  his  palace, 
since  he  cannot  be  ignorairfc  of  what  has  been 
transacted."  "That  is  too  great  an  indul- 
gence," replied  the  sultan;  "go  and  order 
a  detachment  of  thii-ty  horse,  to  bring  him 
to  me  loaded  with  chains."  The  grand 
Adzier  went  and  gave  orders  for  a  detach- 
ment of  thirty  horse,  and  instructed  the 
ofiicer  who  commanded  them  how  they  were 
to  act,  that  Aladdin  might  not  escape  them. 
The  detachment  pursued  their  orders ;  and, 
about  five  or  six  leagues  from  the  town,  met 
him  returning  from  hunting.  The  officer 
went  up  to  him,  and  told  him  that  the  sul- 
tan was  so  impatient  to  see  him,  that  he  had 
sent  them  to  accompany  him  home. 
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Aladdiu  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  the 
true  reason  of  their  meeting  him,  but  pur- 
sued his  way  huutinu: ;  hut  -when  he  came 
within  half  a  league  of  the  citj%  the  detach- 
ment surroimded  him,  and  the  officer  ad- 
dressed himself  to  him,  and  said,  "Prince 
Aladdin,  it  is  with  great  regret  that  I  de- 
clai-e  to  you  the  sultan's  order  to  ai'rest  you, 
and  to  carry  j'ou  before  him  as  a  criminal. 
I  beg  of  yoii  not  to  take  it  iU  that  we  acquit 
ourselves  of  our  duty,  and  to  forgive  us." 

Aladdiu,  who  felt  himself  innocent,  was 
vc-^y  much  surprised  at  this  declaration,  and 
asked  the  officer  if  he  knew  what  crime  he 
was  accused  of,  who  replied  he  did  not. 
Then  Aladilin,  finding  that  his  retinue  was 
much  inferior  to  this  detachment,  alighted 
oil'  his  horse,  and  said  to  the  officer,  "  Exe- 
cute your  orders;  T  am  not  conscious  that  I 
have  committed  any  crime  against  the  sid- 
tau's  person  or  government."  A  large  long 
chain  was  immediately  \)\\t  about  his  neck, 
and  fastened  round  his  body,  so  that  both 
his  arms  were  pinioned  down;  then  the 
officer  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  detach- 
ment, and  one  of  the  troopers  taldng  hold  of 
the  end  of  the  chain,  and  i)roceeding  after 
the  officer,  led  Aladdin,  who  was  obhged  to 
follow  him  on  foot,  into  the  town. 

When  this  detachment  entered  the  suburbs, 
the  people  who  saw  Aladdin  thus  led  as  a 
state  criminal,  never  doubted  but  that  his 
head  was  to  be  cut  off;  and  as  he  was  gene- 
rally beloved,  some  took  sabres  and  other 
arms ;  and  those  who  had  none,  gathered 
stones,  and  followed  the  detachment.  The 
last  five  of  the  detachment  faced  about  to 
disperse  them ;  but  their  numbers  presently 
inci-eased  so  much,  that  the  detachment  be- 
gan to  think  that  it  would  be  weU  if  they 
could  get  into  the  sultan's  palace  before 
Aladdin  was  rescued;  to  prevent  which,  ac- 
cortling  to  the  difl'erent  extent  of  the  streets, 
they  took  care  to  cover  the  ground  by  ex- 
tending or  closing.  In  this  manner  they 
ai-rived  at  the  palace  square,  and  there  drew 
np  in  a  line,  and  faced  about  till  their  officer 
and  the  trooper  that  led  Aladdin  had  got 
within  the  gates,  which  were  immediately 
shut. 

Aladdin  was  carried  before  the  sidtan,  who 
waited  for  him,  attended  by  the  grand  vizier, 
in  a  balcony;  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  him,  he 
ordered  the  executioner,  who  waited  there 
on  purpose,  to  cut  off  his  head  without  hear- 
ing him,  or  giving  him  leave  to  clear  him- 
self. 

As  soon  as  the  executioner  had  taken  off 
the  chain  that  was  fastened  about  Aladdin's 
neck  and  body,  and  laid  down  a  skin  stained 
with  the  blood  of  the  many  criminals  he 
had  executed,  he  made  Aladdin  kneel  down, 
and  tied  a  bandage  over  his  eyes.  Then 
drawing  his  sabre,  he  took  his  measures  to 
strike  the  blow,  by  flourishing  it  three  times 


in  the  air,  waiting  for  the  sultan's  giving  tho 
signal  to  separate  his  head  from  his  body. 

At  that  instant,  the  grand  vizier,  perceiv- 
ing that  the  popidace  had  forced  the  guard 
of  horse,  and  crowded  the  great  square  be- 
fore the  palace,  and  were  scahng  the  walls 
in  several  places,  and  beginning  to  ])idl  them 
down,  to  force  then-  way  in,  he  said  to  the 
siUtan,  before  he  gave  the  signal,  '•  I  beg  of 
your  majesty  to  consider  what  you  are  going 
to  do,  since  you  will  hazard  your  palace 
being  forced ;  and  who  knows  what  fatal 
consequence  maj'  attend  it?"  "  My  palace 
forced  ! "  rej^lied  the  sidtan ;  "who  can  have 
that  boldness?"  "Sir,"  answered  the  grand 
vizier,  "  if  your  majesty  but  cast  your  eyes 
towards  the  great  square,  and  on  the  palace 
walls,  you  will  know  the  truth  of  what  I 
say." 

The  sultan  was  so  frightened  when  he  saw 
so  great  a  crowd,  and  perceived  how  enraged 
they  were,  that  he  ordered  the  executioner 
to  put  his  sabre  immediately  in  the  scab- 
bard, and  to  unbind  Aladdin ;  and  at  the 
same  time  bid  the  chiaovix  declare  to  the 
people  that  the  sultan  had  pardoned  him, 
and  that  they  might  retire. 

Then  all  those  who  had  already  got  upon 
the  walls,  and  were  -witnesses  of  what  had 
passed,  abandoned  their  design,  and  got 
qiiickly  down,  overjoyed  that  they  had  saved 
the  life  of  a  man  they  dearly  loved,  published 
the  news  among  the  rest,  which  was  pre- 
sently confirmed  by  the  chiaoux  from  the 
top  of  the  terraces.  The  justice  which  the 
sultan  had  done  to  Aladdin  soon  disarmed 
the  popidace  of  their  rage ;  the  tumidt 
abated,  and  the  mob  dispersed. 

When  Aladdin  found  himself  at  liberty, 
he  turned  towards  the  balcony,  and  perceiv- 
ing the  sidtan,  raised  his  voice,  and  said  to 
him  in  a  moving  manner,  "  I  beg  of  your 
majesty  to  add  one  favour  more  to  that 
which  I  have  already  received,  which  is,  to 
let  me  know  my  crime."  "Your  crime!" 
answered  the  sultan;  "perfidious  wretch! 
do  you  not  know  it  ?  Come  up  hither,  and 
I  wiU  shew  it  you." 

Aladdin  went  up,  and  presenting  himself 
to  the  sidtan,  the  latter  going  before  him 
without  looking  at  him,  said,  "Follow  me;" 
and  then  led  him  into  his  closet.  When  he 
came  to  the  door,  he  said,  "Go  in;  you 
ought  to  know  whereabouts  your  ^'alace 
stood ;  look  round,  and  tell  me  what  is  be- 
come of  it." 

Aladdin  looked  round,  but  saw  nothing. 
He  perceiv^ed  very  well  the  spot  of  ground 
his  palace  had  stood  on ;  but  not  being  able 
to  divine  how  it  should  disappear,  this  ex- 
traordinary and  suiiirising  event  threw  him 
into  so  great  confusion  and  amazement,  that 
he  could  not  return  one  word  of  answer. 

The  sultan  growing  imiiatieut,  said  to  him 
again,  "  Where  is  your  palace,  and  what  is 
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become  of  my  daughter?"     Then  Aladdin, 

breaking  silence,   said  to  him,    "  Sir,   I  see 

vGiy  well,  and  ovn\  that  the  palace  which  I 

i  have  built  is  not  in  the  same  place  it  was, 

j  but   is   vanished;    neither  can   I  tell  your 

majesty  where  it  may  be,  but  can   assure 

j  yon  I  have  no  hand  in  it." 

"I  am  not  so  much  concerned  about  your 
'  palace,"  replied  the  sultan;  "I  value  my 
'  dau(;]iter  ten  thousand  times  before  it,  and 
would  have  you  find  her  out,  otherwise  I 
will  cause  your  head  to  be  struck  off,  and  no 
consideration  shall  prevent  it." 
I  "  I  beg  of  your  majesty,"  answered  Alad- 
din, "to  grant  me  forty  days  to  make  my 
inquiries;  and  if  in  that  time  I  have  not 
the  success  I  wish  for,  I  Avill  come  again, 
and  offer  my  head  at  the  foot  of  your  throne, 
to  be  disposed  of  at  your  pleasure."  "I 
give  you  the  forty  days  you  ask  for,"  said 
the  sultan;  "but  think  not  to  abuse  the 
favour  I  shew  you,  by  imagining  you  shall 
escape  my  resentment :  for  I  will  find  you 
out  in  Avhatsoever  part  of  the  world  you 
are." 

Aladdin  went  out  of  the  sultan's  presence 
with  great  humiliation,  and  in  a  condition 
worthy  of  pity.  He  crossed  the  courts  of 
the  palace,  hanging  down  his  head,  and  in 
so  great  confusion,  that  he  durst  not  lift  up 
his  eyes.  The  principal  officers  of  the  court, 
who  had  all  professed  themselves  his  friends, 
and  whom  he  had  never  disobhged,  instead 
of  going  up  to  him  to  comfort  him,  and  ofler 
him  a  retreat  in  their  houses,  turned  their 
backs  on  him,  as  much  to  avoid  seeing  him, 
as  lest  he  should  know  them.  But  had  they 
accosted  him  with  a  word  of  comfort,  or 
offer  of  service,  they  woidd  have  no  more 
known  Aladdin.  He  did  not  luiow  himself, 
and  was  no  longer  in  his  senses,  as  jilaiuly 
appeared  by  asking  everybody  he  met,  and 
at  every  house,  if  they  had  seen  his  palace, 
or  could  tell  him  any  news  of  it. 

These  questions  made  everybody  believe 
that  Aladdin  was  mad.  >Some  laughed  at 
Mm,  but  jjeople  of  sense  and  humanity,  jiar- 
ticularly  those  who  had  had  any  connexion 
of  business  or  friendship  with  him,  really 
pitied  him.  For  three  days  he  rambled 
about  the  city  after  this  manner,  without 
coming  to  any  resolution,  or  eating  anything 
but  what  some  good  ijeojde  forced  him  to 
take  out  of  charity. 

At  last,  as  he  could  no  longer,  in  his  un- 
hai)py  condition,  stay  in  a  city  where  he  had 
formerly  made  so  fine  a  figure,  he  quitted  it, 
and  took  the  road  to  the  coiuitry  ;  and  after 
ho  had  traversed  several  fields  in  a  frightful 
uncertainty,  at  the  approach  of  night  he 
came  to  a  river  side.  There,  possessed  by 
his  despair,  he  said  to  himself,  "Where 
shall  I  seek  my  j)alace?  In  what  province, 
country,  or  part  of  the  world,  shall  I  fiud 
that  and  my  dear  princess,  whom  the  sultan 


expects  from  me?  I  shall  never  succeed; 
I  had  better  free  myself  at  once  from  so 
much  fruitless  fatigue  and  such  bitter  grief 
which  preys  ujion  me."  He  was  just  going 
to  throw  himself  into  the  river,  but,  as  a 
good  Mussulman,  true  to  his  religion,  he 
thought  he  could  not  do  it  without  first 
saying  his  prayers.  Going  to  prepare  him- 
self, he  went  first  to  the  river  side  to  wash 
his  hands  and  face,  according  to  custom. 
But  that  place  being  steep  and  slippery,  })y 
reason  of  the  Avater's  beating  against  it,  he 
slid  down  and  had  certainly  fallen  into  the 
river,  but  for  a  little  rock  which  projected 
about  two  feet  out  of  the  earth.  Happily 
also  for  him,  he  still  had  on  the  ring  which 
the  African  magician  put  on  his  finger  be- 
fore he  went  down  into  the  subterraneous 
abode  to  fetch  the  precious  lamj),  which  had 
not  been  taken  from  him.  In  slipping  down 
the  bank  he  rubbed  the  ring  so  hard  by 
holding  on  the  rock,  that  immediately  the 
same  genie  appeared  whom  he  saw  in  the 
cave  where  the  magician  left  him.  "  What 
would  thou  have?"  said  the  genie.  "I 
am  ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy  slave,  and  the 
slave  of  all  those  that  have  that  ring  on 
their  finger ;  both  I  and  the  other  slaves  of 
the  ring." 

Aladdin,  agreeably  surprised  at  an  appa- 
rition he  so  little  expected  in  the  despair  he 
was  in,  replied,  ' '  >Save  my  life,  genie,  a 
second  time,  either  by  shewing  me  to  the 
place  where  the  palace  I  have  caused  to  be 
built  now  stands,  or  immediately  transport 
it  back  where  it  first  stood."  "  What  you 
command  me,"  answered  the  genie,  "  is  not 
in  my  power ;  I  am  only  the  slave  of  the 
ring ;  you  must  address  yourself  to  the 
slave  of  the  lamp."  "If  it  be  so,"  replied 
Aladdin,  "I  command  thee,  by  the  power 
of  the  ring,  to  transport  me  to  the  i)]aoe 
where  my  palace  stands,  in  what  pai-t  of 
the  world  soever  it  is,  and  set  me  down 
under  the  princess  Badroulboudour's  win- 
dow." These  words  were  no  sooner  out  of 
his  mouth,  but  the  genie  transported  him 
into  Africa,  to  the  midst  of  a  lai'ge  meadow, 
where  his  palace  stood,  a  small  distance 
from  a  great  city,  and  set  him  exactly  under 
the  windows  of  the  princess's  apartment, 
and  then  left  him.  All  this  -was  done  almost 
in  an  instant. 

Aladdin,  notwithstanding  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  knew  his  palace  and  the  princess 
Badroulboudour's  ajjartment  again  very  well; 
but  as  the  night  was  far  advanced,  and  all 
was  quiet  in  the  palace,  he  retired  to  some 
distance,  and  sat  down  at  the  foot  of  a  large 
tree.  There,  fidl  of  hopes,  and  i-eflecting 
on  his  happiness,  for  which  he  was  indebted 
to  pure  chauce,  he  found  himself  in  a  much 
more  peaceable  situation  than  when  he  was 
arrested  and  carried  before  the  sultan,  deli- 
vered from  the  danger  of   losing  his  life. 
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Ho  amused  himself  for  some  time  with  these 
agreeable  thoiights  ;  but  not  having  slept 
for  five  or  six  days,  he  was  not  able  to  resist 
the  drowsiness  which  came  upon  him,  but 
fell  fast  asleep  where  he  was. 

The  next  morning,  as  soon  as  day  appeared, 
Aladdin  was  agreeably  awakened,  not  only 
by  the  singing  of  the  birds  which  had  roosted 
in  the  tree  under  which  he  had  passed  the 
night,  but  all  those  which  perched  in  the 
thick  trees  of  the  palace  garden.  When  he 
cast  his  eyes  on  that  wonderfid  edifice,  he 
felt  an  inexpressible  joy  to  think  he  should 
soon  be  master  of  it  again,  and  once  more 
possess  his  dear  princess  Badroulboudour. 
Pleased  with  these  hopes,  he  immediately 
got  n]i,  went  towards  the  princess's  apart- 
ment, and  walked  some  time  under  her  win- 
dow, in  expectation  of  her  rising,  that  he 
might  see  her.  During  this  expectation,  he 
began  to  consider  with  himself  from  Avhence 
the  cause  of  his  misfortune  proceeded  ;  and 
after  mature  reflection,  he  no  longer  doubted 
that  it  was  owing  to  his  having  put  his  lamp 
out  of  his  sight.  He  accused  himself  of 
negligence,  and  the  little  care  he  took  of  it, 
to  let  it  be  a  moment  away  from  him.  But 
what  puzzled  him  most  was,  he  could  not 
imagine  who  had  been  so  jealous  of  his  hap- 
piness. He  would  soon  have  guessed  this, 
if  he  had  known  that  both  he  and  his 
palace  were  in  Africa,  the  very  name  of 
which  would  soon  have  made  him  remember 
the  magician,  his  declared  enemy ;  but  the 
genie,  the  slave  of  the  ring,  had  not  made 
the  least  mention  of  the  name  of  the  place, 
nor  had  Aladdin  asked  him. 

The  princess  Badroulboudour  rose  earlier 
that  morning  than  she  had  done  since  her 
transportation  into  Africa  by  the  magician, 
whose  presence  she  was  forced  to  support 
once  a  day  because  he  was  master  of  the 
l^alace  ;  but  she  had  always  treated  him  so 
harshly,  that  he  dared  not  reside  in  it.  As 
she  was  dressing,  one  of  the  women,  looking 
through  the  window,  perceived  Aladdin,  and 
jiresently  ran  and  told  her  mistress.  The 
princess,  who  could  not  believe  the  news, 
went  that  moment  herself  to  the  window, 
and  seeing  Aladdin,  immediately  opened  it. 
The  noise  the  princess  made  in  opening  the 
window  made  Aladdin  turn  his  head  that 
way,  who,  knowing  the  princess,  saluted  her 
with  an  air  that  expressed  his  joy.  ' '  To  lose 
no  time,"  said  she  to  him,  "  I  have  sent  to 
have  the  private  door  opened  for  you.  En- 
ter and  come  up ; "  and  then  shut  the  win- 
dow. 

The  private  door,  which  was  just  under 
the  princess's  apartment,  was  soon  opened, 
and  Aladdin  was  conducted  up  into  the  prin- 
cess's chamber.  It  is  impossible  to  express 
the  joy  of  those  lovers  at  seeing  each  other, 
after  a  sepai-ation  which  they  both  thought 
was  for  ever.    They  embraced  several  times. 


and  shewed  all  the  marks  of  a  sincere  love 
and  tenderness,  after  an  event  so  unforeseen 
and  melancholy.  After  these  embracings, 
and  shedding  tears  of  joy,  they  sat  down, 
and  Aladdin,  beginning  the  discourse,  said, 
"  I  beg  of  you,  princess,  in  God's  name,  be- 
fore we  talk  of  anything  else,  to  tell  me, 
both  for  your  own  sake,  the  sultan  your 
father's,  and  mine,  what  has  become  of  an 
old  lamp  which  I  left  upon  the  cornice  in 
the  hall  of  the  four-and-twenty  windows, 
before  I  went  to  hunting." 

"Alas!  dear  husband,"  answered  the 
princess,  ' '  I  am  afraid  our  misfortune  is 
owing  to  that  lamp  :  and  what  grieves  me 
most  is,  that  T  have  been  the  cause  of  it." 
"Princess,"  i-eplied  Aladdin,  "do  not  blame 
yourself,  since  it  was  entirely  my  faidt,  and 
I  ought  to  have  taken  more  care  of  it.  But 
let  us  now  think  only  of  repairing  the  loss  : 
tell  me  what  has  happened,  and  into  whose 
hands  it  has  fallen." 

Then  the  princess  Badroulboudoiir  gave 
Aladdin  an  account  how  she  changed  the  old 
lamp  for  a  new  one,  which  she  ordered  to  be 
fetched,  that  he  might  see  it,  and  how  the 
next  morning  she  found  herself  in  the  un- 
known country  they  were  then  in,  which 
she  was  told  was  Africa,  by  the  traitor  who 
had  transported  her  thither  by  his  magic 
art. 

' '  Princess, "  said  Aladdin,  interrupting 
her,  "  you  have  informed  me  who  the  traitor 
is,  by  telling  me  we  are  in  Africa.  He  is 
the  most  perfidious  of  all  men ;  but  this  is 
neither  a  time  nor  place  to  give  you  a  full 
account  of  his  villainies.  I  desire  you  only 
to  tell  me  what  he  has  done  with  the  lamp, 
and  where  he  has  put  it."  "He  carries  it 
carefidly  wi-apt  up  in  his  bosom,"  said  the 
princess;  "and  this  I  can  assure  you,  be- 
cause he  pulled  it  out  before  me,  and  shewed 
it  to  me  in  triumph." 

"Princess,"  said  Aladdin,  "do  not  be 
displeased  that  I  trouble  you  with  so  many 
questions,  since  they  are  equally  important 
both  to  you  and  me.  But  to  come  to  what 
most  particularly  concerns  me.  Tell  me,  I 
conjure  you,  how  so  wicked  and  perfidious 
a  man  treats  you?"  "Since  I  have  been 
here,"  replied  the  princess,  ''  he  comes  once 
every  day  to  see  me  ;  and  I  am  persuaded 
the  little  satisfaction  he  receives  from  his  ' 
visits  makes  him  come  no  oftener.  All  his 
discourse  tends  to  persuade  me  to  break  that 
faith  I  have  pledged  to  you,  and  to  take  him 
for  a  husband  ;  giving  me  to  understand,  I 
ought  not  to  entertain  any  hopes  of  ever 
seeing  you  again,  for  that  you  were  dead,  ! 
and  had  had  your  head  struck  off  by  the  j 
sultan  my  father's  order.  He  added,  to  jus- 
tify himself,  that  you  were  an  ungrateful 
wi-etch  ;  that  your  good  fortune  was  owing 
to  him,  and  a  great  many  other  things  of 
that  natm-e,  which  I  forbear  to  repeat  j  but 
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as  he  received  no  other  answer  from  me  but 
grievous  complaints  and  tears,  lie  was  always 
forced  to  retire  with  as  little  satisfaction  as 
he  came.  I  doubt  not  his  intention  is  to 
allow  me  time  to  vanquish  my  grief,  in 
hopes  afterwards  that  I  may  change  my 
sentiments  ;  and  if  I  persevere  in  an  obsti- 
nate refusal,  to  use  violence.  But  my  dear 
husband's  presence  removes  all  my  dis- 
quiets." 

"  I  am  confident  it  is  not  in  vain,"  replied 
Aladdin,  "  since  my  princess's  fears  are  re- 
moved, and  I  think  I  have  found  the  means 
to  deliver  you  from  both  your  enemy  and 
mine  :  to  execute  this  design,  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  go  to  the  town.  I  shall  return  by 
noon,  and  then  will  communicate  my  design 
to  you,  and  tell  you  what  must  be  done  by 
you  to  ensure  success.  But  that  you  may 
not  be  surprised,  I  think  it  proper  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  1  shall  change  my  apparel, 
and  beg  of  you  to  give  orders  that  I  may  not 
wait  long  at  the  private  door,  but  that  it 
may  be  opened  at  the  first  knock  ;"  all  which 
the  princess  promised  to  observe. 

•  When  Aladdin  had  got  out  of  the  palace 
by  that  door,  he  looked  round  about  him  on 
all  sides,  and  perceiving  a  peasant  going  into 
the  country,  he  hastened  after  him ;  and 
when  he  had  overtaken  him,  made  a  proposal 
to  him  to  change  clothes,  which  the  man 
agreed  to.  They  went  behind  a  hedge,  and 
there  made  the  exchange.  The  countryman 
went  about  his  business,  and  Aladdin  to  the 
city.  After  traversing  several  streets,  he 
came  to  that  part  of  the  town  where  all  sorts 
of  merchants  and  artisans  had  their  particu- 
lar streets,  according  to  their  trades.  He 
went  into  that  of  the  druggists ;  and  going 
into  one  of  the  largest  and  best  furnished 
shops,  asked  the  druggist  if  he  had  a  certain 
powder  which  he  named. 

The  druggist,  looking  upon  Aladdin  by  his 
Tiabit  to  be  very  poor,  and  that  he  had  not 
money  enough  to  pay  for  it,  told  him  he  had 
it,  but  that  it  was  very  dear ;  upon  which 
Aladdin,  penetrating  his  thoughts,  pulled 
out  his  pm-se,  and  shewing  him  some  gold, 
asked  for  half  a  drachm  of  the  powder; 
which  the  druggist  weighed,  and  wrapt  up 
in  a  piece  of  paper,  and  gave  him,  telling 
him  the  price  was  a  piece  of  gold.  Aladdin 
put  the  money  into  his  hand,  and  staying 
no  longer  in  the  town  but  just  to  get  a  little 
refreshment,  returned  to  the  palace,  where 
he  waited  not  long  at  the  private  door. 
When  he  came  into  the  princess's  apartment, 
he  said  to  her,  "  Princess,  perhaps  the  aver- 
sion you  tell  me  you  have  for  your  ra%nsher, 
may  be  an  objection  to  your  executing  what 
T  am  going  to  propose  to  you  ;  but  give  me 
leave  to  tell  you,  it  is  projier  that  you  should 
at  this  juncture  dissemble  a  little,  and  do 
violence  to  your  inclinations,  if  you  would 
deliver  yourself  from  him,  and  give  my  lord 


the  sultan,  yoiu*  father,  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  you  again. 

"If  you  will  take  my  advice,"  continued 
he,  "dress  yourself  this  moment  in  one  of 
your  richest  habits,  and  when  the  African 
magician  comes,  make  no  difficulty  to  give 
him  the  best  recejition ;  receive  him  with 
an  open  countenance,  without  aftectation  or 
constraint,  yet  so  as  that,  if  there  remains 
any  cloud  of  afiliction,  he  may  imagine  time 
wiU  dissipate  it.  In  your  conversation,  let 
him  imderstand  that  you  strive  to  forget 
me ;  and  that  he  may  be  the  more  fully  con- 
vinced of  yoixr  sincerity,  invite  him  to  sup 
with  you,  and  give  him  to  understand  you 
shoidd  be  glad  to  taste  some  of  the  best 
wines  of  his  country.  He  will  presently  go 
to  fetch  you  some.  During  his  absence,  put 
into  one  of  the  cups  like  that  you  are  accus- 
tomed to  drink  out  of,  this  powder,  and  set- 
ting it  by,  charge  the  slave  you  design  that 
night  to  attend  you,  upon  a  signal  you  shall 
agree  upon  with  her,  to  bring  that  cup  to 
you.  When  the  magician  and  you  have 
eaten  and  drank  as  much  as  you  choose,  let 
her  bring  j'ou  the  cup,  and  change  cujis  with 
him.  He  will  take  it  as  so  great  a  favour 
that  he  will  not  refuse  you,  and  will  empty 
the  cup  ;  but  no  sooner  -will  he  have  drank 
it  off,  than  yoii  Avill  see  him  fall  backwards. 
If  you  have  any  reluctance  to  drink  out  of 
his  cup,  you  may  pretend  only  to  do  it, 
Avithout  fear  of  being  discovered  ;  for  the 
effect  of  the  powder  is  so  quick,  that  he  will 
not  have  time  enough  to  know  whether  you 
drink  or  not." 

When  Aladdin  had  finished,  "  I  own," 
answered  the  princess,  "  I  shall  do  myself  a 
great  violence  in  consenting  to  make  the 
magician  such  advances  as  I  see  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  me  to  make  ;  but  what 
cr.nnot  one  resolve  to  do  against  a  cruel 
enemy?  T  wiU  therefore  foUow  your  ad- 
vice, since  both  my  repose  and  yours  depend 
on  it."  After  the  princess  had  agreed  to 
the  measures  jDroposed  by  Aladdm,  he  took 
his  leave  of  her,  and  went  and  spent  the  rest 
of  the  day  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  jDalace 
till  it  was  night,  when  he  might  safely  return 
to  the  private  door. 

The  princess  Badroulboudour,  who  was 
not  only  inconsolable  to  be  separated  from 
her  dear  husband,  whom  she  loved  from  the 
first  moment,  and  stiU  continued  to  love 
more  out  of  inclination  than  duty,  but  also 
from  the  sultan  her  father,  who  had  always 
shewed  a  tender  and  paternal  love  for  her, 
had,  ever  since  that  cruel  separation,  lived 
in  great  neglect  of  her  person.  She  had 
almost,  as  one  may  say,  foi-got  the  neatness 
so  becoming  persons  of  her  sex  and  quality, 
particularly  after  the  iirst  time  the  magician 
paid  her  a  visit;  and  she  imderstood  by  some 
of  the  women,  who  knew  him  again,  that  it 
■was  be  who  took  the  old  lamp  in  exchange 
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tor  :i  new  oir',  which  uotorioua  cheat  ren- 
dered the  sight  of  him  more  abhorred.  How- 
ever, the  opportunity  of  taking  the  revenge 
he  deserved  sooner  than  she  durst  hope  for, 
made  her  resolve  to  gratify  Aladdin.  As 
soon,  therefore,  as  he  was  gone,  she  sat 
down  at  her  toilet,  and  was  dressed  by  her 
■women  to  the  best  advantage,  in  the  richest 
habit,  most  siiitable  to  her  design.  Her 
girdle  was  of  the  finest  and  largest  diamonds 
set  in  gold,  which  she  suited  with  a  neck- 
lace of  pearls,  six  on  a  side,  so  well  propor- 
tioned to  that  in  the  middle,  which  was  the 
largest  and  most  valuable,  that  the  greatest 
sidtanesses  and  queens  would  have  been 
proud  to  have  been  adorned  with  only  two 
of  the  smallest.  Her  bracelets,  which  were 
of  diamonds  and  rnbies  intermixed,  answer- 
ed admirably  to  the  richness  of  the  girdle 
and  necklace. 

When  the  prmcess  Badronlbondour  was 
com2)letely  dressed,  she  consulted'  her  glass 
and  women  upon  her  adjustment ;  and  when 
she  found  she  wanted  no  charms  to  flatter 
the  foolish  passion  of  the  African  magician, 
she  sat  down  on  a  sofa,  expecting  his 
arrival. 

The  magician  came  at  the  usual  hour,  and 
as  soon  as  he  entered  the  great  hall,  where 
the  princess  waited  to  receive  him,  she  rose 
np  in  all  her  beauty  and  charms,  and  pointed 
with  her  hand  to  the  most  honourable  place, 
waiting  tOl  he  sat  down,  that  she  might  sit 
at  the  same  time,  which  was  a  piece  of  civil- 
ity she  had  never  shewn  him  before. 

The  African  magician,  dazzled  more  with 
the  lustre  of  the  princess's  eyes  than  the 
glittering  of  the  jewels  with  which  she  was 
adoi-ned,  was  very  much  surprised.  The 
majestic  and  graceful  air  with  which  she 
received  him,  so  opposite  to  her  former  be- 
haviour, quite  confounded  him. 

When  he  had  sat  down,  the  jjrincess,  to 
free  him  from  his  embarrassment,  broke 
silence  first.  Looking  at  him  all  the  time  in 
a  manner  sufficient  to  make  him  believe 
tliat  he  was  not  so  odious  to  her  as  she  had 
given  him  to  understand  before,  said  to  him, 
"You  are,  doubtless,  amazed  to  find  me  so 
much  altered  to-day  from  what  I  used  to  be ; 
but  yom-  surprise  will  not  be  so  great  when 
I  acquaint  you  that  I  am  naturally  of  a  dis- 
position so  opposite  to  melancholy  and  grief, 
sorrow  and  imeasiness,  that  I  always  strive 
to  put  them  as  far  away  as  possible  when  I 
find  the  subject  of  them  is  past.  I  have  re- 
flected on  what  you  told  me  of  Aladdin's 
fate,  and  know  the  sirltan  my  father's  tem- 
per so  well,  that  I  am  persuaded,  with  you, 
that  Aladdin  could  not  escape  the  terrible 
efl'eets  of  his  rage ;  therefore  should  I  con- 
tinue to  lament  him  all  my  life,  my  tears 
cannot  recall  him.  For  this  reason,  after  I 
have  paid  aU  the  duties  my  love  requires  of 
me  to  his  memory,  now  he  is  in  the  grave, 


I  think  I  ought  to  cuueavour  to  couiforb  my- 
self. These  are  the  motives  of  the  change 
you  see  in  me  ;  and  to  begin  to  cast  off  aU 
melancholy,  I  am  resolved  to  banish  it  en- 
tirely ;  and  persuaded  you  will  bear  me 
company  to-night,  I  have  ordered  a  supper 
to  be  prepared ;  but  as  I  have  no  wines  but 
of  China,  I  have  a  great  desire  to  taste  of 
the  product  of  Africa,  where  I  now  am,  and 
doubt  not  you  wiU  get  some  of  the  best." 

The  African  magician,  who  looked  upon 
the  happiness  of  coming  so  soon  and  so 
easily  into  the  princess  Badroulboudour's 
good  graces  as  impossible,  could  not  think 
of  words  expressive  enough  to  testify  how 
sensible  he  was  of  her  favours  :  b;it  to  put 
an  end  the  sooner  to  a  conversation  which 
would  have  embarrassed  him,  if  he  had  en- 
gaged farther  in  it,  he  turned  it  upon  the 
wines  of  Africa,  and  said,  "Of  all  the  ad- 
vantages Africa  can  boast,  that  of  producing 
the  most  excellent  wines  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal. I  have  a  vessel  of  seven  years  old, 
which  has  never  been  broached ;  and  it  is 
indeed  not  praising  it  too  much  to  say  it  is 
the  finest  wine  in  the  world.  If  ray  prin- 
cess," added  he,  "will  give  me  leave,  I  will 
go  and  fetch  two  bottles,  and  return  again 
immediately."  "  I  shoidd  be  sorry  to  give 
you  that  trouble,"  rei^lied  the  princess,  "you 
had  better  send  for  them."  "  It  is  necessary 
I  should  go  myself,"  answered  the  African 
magician;  "for  nobody  but  myself  knows 
where  the  key  of  the  cellar  is  laid,  or  has 
the  secret  to  unlock  the  door."  "If  it  be 
so,"  said  the  jirincess,  "make  haste  back 
again ;  for  the  longer  you  stay,  the  greater 
will  be  my  impatience,  and  we  shall  sit  down 
to  supper  as  soon  as  you  come  back." 

The  African  magician,  full  of  hopes  of  his 
ex]3ected  happiness,  rather  flew  than  ran, 
and  returned  quickly  with  the  wine.  The 
princess  not  doubting  in  the  least  but  he 
would  make  haste,  put  with  her  own  hand 
the  powder  Aladdin  gave  her  into  the  cup 
that  was  set  apart  for  that  purpose.  They 
sat  down  at  the  table  opposite  to  each  other, 
the  magician's  back  towards  the  beaufet. 
The  princess  presented  him  with  the  best  at 
the  table,  and  said  to  him,  "If  you  please, 
I  will  entertain  you  with  a  concert  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music  :  but  as  we  are  only 
two,  I  think  conversation  may  be  more 
agreeable."  This  the  magician  took  as  a 
new  favour. 

After  they  had  eaten  some  time,  the 
princess  called  for  some  wine,  and  drank 
the  magician's  health  ;  and  afterwards  said 
to  him,  "  Indeed  you  was  in  the  right  to  com- 
mend your  wine,  since  I  never  tasted  of  any 
so  delicious  in  my  lif  e. "  ' '  Charming  princess, " 
said  he,  holding  in  his  hand  the  cup  which 
had  been  presented  to  him,  "my  wine  be- 
comes more  exquisite  by  your  approbation 
of  it."    "  Then  drink  my  health,"  replied  the 
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princess;  "youwilltiud  I  imderstaiul  wiues." 
He  drank  the  princess's  health,  and  return- 
i  ing  the  cup,  said,  "I  think  myself  happy, 
1  ])rincess,  that  I  reserved  this  wine  for  so 
I  good  an  occasion  ;  and  I  own  I  never 
j  before  drank  any  so  excellent  in  every  re- 
I   spect." 

I  When  they  had  drank  two  or  three  cups 
I  more  a-piece,  the  princess,  who  had  com- 
;  pletely  charmed  the  African  magician  by  her 
I  civility  and  obliging  behaviour,  gave  the 
i  signal  to  the  slave  who  served  them  with 
j  wine,  bidding  her  bring  the  cup  which  had 
I  been  filled  for  herself,  and  at  the  same  time 
bring  the  magician  a  full  cup.  When  they 
both  had  their  cups  in  their  hands,  she  said 
to  him,  "I  know  not  how  you  here  express 
your  loves  when  drinking  together  as  we 
are  :  with  us  in  China,  the  lover  and  his 
mistress  reciprocally  exchange  cups,  and  drink 
each  other's  health  : "  at  the  same  time  she 
presented  to  him  the  cup  which  was  in  her 
hand,  and  held  out  her  hand  to  receive  his. 
He  for  his  part  hastened  to  make  the  ex- 
change with  the  more  pleasure,  because  he 
looked  upon  this  favour  as  the  most  certain 
token  of  an  entire  conquest  over  the  prin- 
cess, which  raised  his  happiness  to  its 
height.  Before  he  drank,  he  said  to  her, 
with  the  cup  in  his  hand,  "  Indeed,  princess, 
we  Africans  are  not  so  refined  in  the  art  of 
love  as  you  Chinese  ;  and  instructing  me  in 
a  lesson  I  was  ignorant  of,  informs  me  how 
sensible  I  ought  to  be  of  the  favour  done 
me.  I  shall  never,  lovely  princess,  forget 
my  recovering,  by  drinking  out  of  your  cup, 
that  life,  which  your  crueltj-,  had  it  con- 
tinued, woidd  have  made  me  despair  of." 

The  princess  Badroulboudour,  who  began 
to  be  tired  with  this  barefaced  declaration 
of  the  African  magician,  interrupted  him, 
by  saying,  "  Let  us  drink  first,  and  then  say 
what  you  will  afterwards  ; "  and  at  the  same 
time  set  the  cup  to  her  lips,  while  the  Afri- 
can magician,  who  was  eager  to  get  his  wine 
ofif  first,  drank  up  the  very  last  drop.  In 
finishing  it  he  had  reclined  his  head  back,  to 
shew  his  eagerness,  and  remained  some  time 
in  that  state.  The  princess  kept  her  cup  at 
her  lips,  till  she  saw  his  eyes  turn  in  his 
head,  and  he  fell  backwards  lifeless. 

The  princess  had  no  occasion  to  order  the 
back-door  to  be  opened  to  Aladdin  ;  for  her 
women  were  so  disposed  from  the  great 
hall  to  the  foot  of  the  staircase,  that  the 
word  was  no  sooner  given,  that  the  African 
magician  was  fallen  backwards,  but  the 
door  opened  that  instant. 

As  soon  as  Aladdin  entered  the  haU,  he 
saw  the  magician  stretched  backwards  on 
the  sofa.  The  jjrincess  Badroulboudour 
rose  from  her  seat,  and  ran  overjoyed  to 
Lira,  to  embrace  him  ;  but  he  stopped  her, 
and  said,  "Princess,  it  is  not  yet  time; 
oblige  me  by  retiring  to    your  apartment, 


and  let  uie  be  leic  alone  a  niomear,  while  I 
endeavour  to  transport  you  back  to  China  as 
quickly  as  yoii  were  brought  from  thence." 

When  the  princess,  her  women,  and 
eunuchs,  were  gone  oiit  of  the  hall,  Aladdin 
shut  the  door,  and  going  directly  to  the  dead 
body  of  the  magician,  opened  his  vest,  and 
took  out  the  lamji  carefully  wrapt  up,  as  the 
l^rincess  told  him,  and  unfolding  and  rub- 
bing it,  the  genie  immediately  ajipeared. 
"  Genie,"  said  Aladdin,  "I  have  called  thee 
to  command  thee,  on  the  part  of  thy  good 
mistress  this  lamp,  to  transport  this  palace 
presently  into  China,  to  the  same  place  from 
whence  it  was  brought  hither."  The  genie 
bowed  his  head  in  token  of  obedience,  and 
disappeared.  Immediately  the  jjalace  was 
transported  into  China,  and  its  removal  was 
only  felt  by  two  little  shocks,  the  one  when 
it  was  lifted  up,  the  other  when  it  was  set 
down,  and  both  in  a  very  short  interval  of 
time. 

Aladdin  went  down  to  the  princess's  apart- 
ment, and  embracing  her,  said,  "  I  can  as- 
sure you,  princess,  that  your  joy  and  mine 
will  be  complete  to-morrow  morning."  The 
princess,  who  had  not  quite  supped,  guessing 
that  Aladdin  might  be  hungry,  ordered  the 
meats  that  were  served  uji  in  the  great  hall, 
and  were  scarce  touched,  to  be  brought 
down.  The  princess  and  Aladdin  ate  as 
much  as  tliey  thought  fit,  and  drank  in  like 
manner  of  the  African  magician's  old  wine  ; 
during  which  time  their  discourse  could  not 
be  any  other\vise  than  satisfactory,  and  then 
they  retired  to  their  own  chamber. 

From  the  time  of  the  transportation  of 
Aladdin's  palace,  and  of  the  princess  Bad- 
roidboudour  in  it,  the  sultan,  that  princess's 
father,  was  inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  her, 
as  he  considered  it.  He  hardly  slept  night 
or  day,  and  instead  of  taking  measures  to 
avoid  everything  that  could  keep  off  his 
affliction,  he,  on  the  contrary,  indulged  in. 
it  ;  for  whereas  before  he  used  to  go  every 
morning  into  his  closet,  to  please  himself 
with  that  agreeable  prospect,  he  went  now 
many  times  in  the  day,  to  renew  his  tears, 
and  ])limge  himself  into  the  deepest  melan- 
choty,  by  the  idea  of  no  more  seeing  that 
which  once  gave  him  so  much  pleasure,  and 
reflecting  how  he  had  lost  what  was  the 
most  dear  to  him  in  this  world. 

The  very  morning  of  the  return  of  Alad- 
din's palace,  the  sultan  went  by  break  of 
day  into  his  closet,  to  indulge  his  sorrows. 
Collected  in  himself,  and  in  a  pensive  mood, 
he  cast  his  eyes  in  a  melancholy  manner 
towards  the  place  where  he  remembered 
the  palace  once  stood,  expecting  only  to  see 
an  open  space  ;  but  perceiving  that  vacancy 
filled  lip,  he  at  first  imagined  it  to  be  the 
effect  of  a  fog  ;  but  looking  more  attentively, 
he  was  convinced  beyond  the  power  of 
doubt  that  it  was  his  son-in-law's  palace. 


ALADDIN;  OR,  THE  WONDERFUL  LAMP. 


437 


Tlicii  joy  and  gladness  succeeded  to  sorrow 
and  grief.  He  returned  immediately  into 
his  apartment,  and  ordered  a  horse  to  be 
sadiUed  and  brought  to  him  in  all  haste, 
■which  ho  mounted  that  instant,  thinking  he 
could  not  make  haste  enough  to  get  to  Alad- 
din's palace. 

Aladdin,  who  foresaw  what  would  happen, 
rose  that  morning  by  daybreak,  i)ut  on  one 
of  the  most  magnilicent  habits  his  wardrobe 
afi'orded,  and  went  up  into  the  hall  of  twenty- 
four  windows,  from  whence  he  jierceived  the 
Bultan  coming,  and  got  down  soon  enough 
to  receive  him  at  the  foot  of  the  great  stair- 
case, and  to  help  him  to  dismount.  "Alad- 
din,"' said  the  sultan,  "I  cannot  speak  to 
you  till  I  have  seen  and  embraced  my 
daughter." 

He  led  the  sultan  into  the  princess  Bad- 
roulboudour's  ajjartment,  who,  having  been 
told  by  liim,  when  he  rose,  that  she  was  no 
longer  in  Africa,  but  in  China,  and  in  the 
cajtital  of  the  sultan  her  father,  had  just 
done  dressing  herself.  The  sultan  embraced 
her  with  his  face  bathed  in  tears  of  joy;  and 
the  princess,  on  her  side,  gave  him  all  the 
testimonies  of  the  extreme  pleasure  the  sight 
of  him  gave  her. 

The  sultan  was  some  time  before  he  could 
open  his  lips,  so  great  Vi-as  his  surjirise  and 
joy  to  lind  his  daughter  again,  after  he  had 
given  her  up  for  lost;  and  the  princess,  after 
seeing  her  father,  let  fall  tears  of  joy. 

At  last  the  sultan  broke  silence,  and  said, 
"I  woidd  believe,  daughter,  your  joy  to  see 
me  makes  you  seem  so  little  changed,  as  if 
no  misfortune  had  befallen  you  ;  for  a  large 
palace  cannot  be  so  suddenly  transported  as 
yours  has  been,  without  great  fright  and 
terrible  anguish.  I  would  have  you  tell  me 
all  that  has  hapxiened,  and  conceal  nothing 
from  me." 

The  princess,  Avho  took  great  pleasure  in 
giving  the  sultan  the  satisfaction  he  de- 
manded, said,  "  Sir,  if  I  appear  so  little 
altered,  I  beg  of  your  majesty  to  consider 
that  1  received  new  life  yesterday  morning 
by  the  presence  of  my  dear  husband  and 
deliverer  Aladdin,  whom  I  looked  upon  and 
bewailed  as  lost  to  me ;  and  the  happiness  of 
seeing  and  embracing  whom  has  almost  re- 
covered me  to  my  former  state  of  health. 
But  my  greatest  trouble  was  only  to  tiud 
myself  forced  from  your  majesty  and  my 
dear  husband ;  not  only  in  respect  to  the  in- 
clination I  bore  to  my  husband,  but  from 
the  uneasiness  I  laboured  under  besides,  for 
fear  that  he,  though  innocent,,  should  feel 
the  efiects  of  your  anger,  to  which  I  knew 
he  was  left  exposed.  I  suffered  but  little 
from  the  insolence  of  the  wretch  who  had 
carried  me  off;  for  having  secured  the 
ascendant  over  him,  I  alwaj's  put  a  stop  to 
his  disagreeable  discourse,  and  was  as  little 
constrained  as  I  am  at  present. 


"As  to  what  relates  to  my  transportation, 
Aladdin  had  no  hand  in  it ;  I  myself  am  the 
innocent  cause  of  it."  To  persuade  the  sidtan 
of  the  truth  of  what  she  said,  she  gave  him 
a  full  accomit  how  the  African  magician  dis- 
guised himself  Hke  a  seller  of  lamps,  and 
offered  to  change  new  lamps  for  old  ones ; 
and  how  she  amused  herself  in  making  that 
exchange,  being  entirely  ignorant  of  tha 
secret  and  importance  of  that  lamp ;  how 
the  palace  and  herself  were  carried  away 
and  transported  into  Africa,  with  the  Afri- 
can magician,  who  was  recollected  by  two 
of  her  women  and  the  eunuch  who  made  the 
exchange  of  the  lamp,  when  he  had  the  bold- 
ness to  pay  her  the  first  visit,  after  the  suc- 
cess of  his  audacious  enterprise,  to  propose 
himself  for  her  husband ;  how  he  persecuted 
her  till  Aladdin's  arrival ;  how  he  and  she 
concerted  measm-es  together  to  get  the  lamp 
from  him  again,  which  he  carried  about  him ; 
and  the  success  they  had ;  and  particidarly 
by  her  dissimidation,  inviting  him  to  sujiper 
and  giving  him  the  cup  with  the  powder  pre- 
paredforhim.  "For  the  rest,"  added  she,  "I 
leave  it  to  Aladdin  to  give  you  an  account." 

Aladdin  had  not  much  to  tell  the  sultan, 
but  only  said,  "When  the  private  door  was 
opened,  I  went  up  into  the  great  hall,  where 
I  found  the  magician  lying  dead  on  the  sofa ; 
as  I  thought  it  not  proper  for  the  princess 
to  stay  there  any  longer,  I  desired  her  to 
go  down  into  her  own  apartment,  with  her 
women  and  eunuchs.  As  soon  as  I  was 
alone,  and  had  taken  the  lamp  out  of  the 
magician's  breast,  I  made  use  of  the  same 
secret  he  had  done  to  remove  the  palace, 
and  carry  off  the  jirincess ;  and  by  that 
means  the  palace  was  brought  into  the  same 
place  where  it  stood  before  ;  and  I  have  the 
happiness  to  bring  back  the  princess  to  your 
majestjr,  as  you  commanded  me.  But  that 
your  majesty  may  not  think  that  I  impose 
upon  you,  if  you  will  give  yourself  the 
trouble  to  go  up  into  the  hall,  you  shall  see 
the  magician  punished  as  he  deserved." 

The  sultan,  to  bo  assured  of  the  truth, 
rose  up  instantly,  and  went  up  into  the  hall, 
where,  when  he  saw  the  African  magician 
dead,  and  his  face  already  livid  by  the 
strength  of  the  poison,  he  embraced  Alad- 
din with  great  tenderness,  and  said,  "My 
son,  be  not  displeased  at  my  proceedings 
against  you ;  they  arose  from  my  i")aternal 
love,  and  therefore  you  ought  to  forgive  the 
excesses  to  which  it  hurried  me."  "Sir," 
rei>hed  Aladdin,  "I  have  not  the  least 
reason  to  complain  of  your  majesty's  con- 
duct, since  you  did  nothing  but  what  your 
duty  required  of  you.  This  infamous  magi- 
cian, the  basest  of  men,  was  the  sole  causo 
of  my  misfortune.  When  your  majesty  has 
leisure,  T  will  give  you  an  account  of  ano- 
ther villainous  action  he  was  guilty  of  to 
mo,  which  was  no  loss  black  and  base  than 
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this,  from  which  I  was  preserved  by  the 
grace  of  God  in  a  very  particidar  manner." 
"I  will  take  an  oppoi-timity,  and  that  very 
shortly,"  replied  the  siiltan,  "to  hear*  it; 
but  in  the  meantime  let  lis  think  only  of 
rejoicing,  and  the  removal  of  this  odious 
object." 


Aladdin  ordered  the  magician's  dead  car- 
cas  to  be  removed  and  thrown  on  the  dung- 
hill, for  the  birds  and  beasts  to  prey  upon. 
In  the  meantime  the  sultan  commanded  the 
drums,  trumpets,  cymbals,  and  other  instru- 
ments of  music,  to  announce  the  public  joy, 
and  a  feast  of  ten  days  to  be  x>roclaimed 


for  joy  of  the  return  of  the  princess  Bad- 
roulboudour,  and  Aladdin  with  his  palace. 

Thus  Aladdin  escaped  a  second  time  the 
almost  inevitable  danger  of  losing  his  life  : 
but  this  was  not  the  last,  since  he  ran  as 
great  a  hazard  a  third  time,  the  circum- 
stances of  which  I  shall  relate. 

The  African  magician  had  a  younger 
brother,  who  was  as  great  a  necromancer, 
and  even  surpassed  him  in  viUainy  and  per- 
nicious designs.  As  they  did  not  live  to- 
gether, or  in  the  same  city,  but  oftentimes 
when  one  was  in  the  east  the  other  was  in 
the  west,  they  failed  not  every  year  to  inform 
themselves,  by  their  art  of  necromancy, 
where  each  other  was,  how  they  did,  and 
whether  they  stood  in  need  of  each  other's 
assistance. 

Some  time  after  the  African  magician  had 
failed  in  liis  enterprise  against  Aladdin's 
happiness,  his  younger  brother,  who  had  not 
heard  any  tidings  of  him  for  a  year,  and  was 
i  not  in  Africa,  but  in  a  distant  country,  had 
the  curiosity  to  know  in  •^^•hat  part  of  the 
world  he  was,  how  he  did,  and  what  he 
was  doing  ;  and  as  he,  as  well  as  his  brother, 
always  carried  a  geomantic  square  instru- 
ment   about   him,    he    pi-epared  the    sand,* 

*  "RemI,"  or  "Baml,"  signifies  "sand  prepared," 
or  a  preparation  of  saud,  on  which  .ire  marked  certain 
poinls  serving  for  a  kind  ot  divination,  which  wc  call 
"gconiancy;"  and  tlie  Arabs,  Komans,  and  Turks, 
"e'  con  alraml,"  These  points,  disposed  in  a  certain 
number  ou  many  unequal  lines,  are  described  also  with 
a  pen  on  paper ;  and  the  person  who  practises  divina- 
tion by  this  art  is  called  "Kinnmal." — D'Herldot,  art. 
"  Rami." 


cast  the  points,  and  drew  the  figures.  On 
examining  the  houses,  he  found  that  liis 
brother  was  no  longer  li\Tng  ;  by  anothei 
house,  that  he  had  been  poisoned,  and  died 
suddenly ;  and  by  another,  that  it  was  in 
the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  China ;  and 
that  the  person  who  poisoned  him  was  of 
mean  birth,  and  married  to  a  princess,  a 
sultan's  daughter. 

When  the  magician  had  after  this  manner 
informed  himself  of  his  brother's  fate,  he 
lost  no  time  in  useless  regret,  which  could 
not  restore  him  to  life  again;  but  resolving 
immediately  to  revenge  his  death,  he  took 
horse,  and  set  forwards  for  China  :  where, 
after  crossing  plains,  rivers,  mountains, 
deserts,  and  a  long  tract  of  country  with 
out  stopping,  he  arrived  after  incredible 
fatigues. 

When  he  came  to  the  capital  of  China, 
which  his  knowledge  of  geomancy  pointed 
out  to  him,  and  being  certain  he  had  not 
mistaken  any  other  kingdom  for  it,  he  took 
a  lodging.  The  next  day  he  went  out,  and 
walked  through  the  town,  not  so  much  to 
observe  the  beauties,  which  were  indiiTercnt 
to  him,  but  with  an  intention  to  take  proper 
measures  to  execute  his  pernicious  designs. 
He  introduced  himself  into  the  most  fre- 
quented places,  where  he  listened  to  every- 
body's discv)urse.  In  a  place  where  peoj)le 
resorted  to  divert  themselves  with  all  sorts 
of  games,  and  where  some  are  conversing 
while  others  play,  he  heard  some  persons 
talk  of  the  vii'tue  and  piety  of  a  womaji 
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called  Fatima,  who  had  retired  from  the 
world,  and  of  the  mu-acles  she  performed. 
As  he  fancied  that  this  woman  might  be 
serviceable  to  him  in  the  project  he  had  in 
Ms  head,  he  took  one  of  the  company  aside, 
and  desired  him  to  tell  him  more  particidarly 
who  that  holy  woman  was,  and  what  sort  of 
miracles  she  performed. 

"What!"  said  the  person  to  whom  he 
addressed  himself,  "have  you  never  seen 
or  heard  talk  of  her?  She  is  the  admira- 
tion of  the  whole  town,  for  her  fasting,  her 
austerities,  and  her  exemplary  life.  Except 
Jlondays  and  Fridays,  she  never  stirs  out  of 
her  little  cell ;  and  on  those  days  on  which 
she  comes  into  the  town,  she  does  an  infinite 
deal  of  good ;  for  there  is  not  a  person  who 
has  the  headache,  but  is  cured  by  her  laying 
her  hand  upon  them." 

The  magician  wanted  no  further  informa- 
tion. He  only  asked  thQ  person  in  what 
part  of  the  town  this  holy  woman's  cell  was. 
After  he  had  shewn  him  it,  and  he  had  con- 
cluded and  determined  on  the  detestable  de- 
sign he  had  in  his  head,  and  that  he  might 
know  the  way  again,  and  be  f idly  informed, 
he  watched  all  her  steps  the  first  day  she 
went  out  after  he  had  made  this  inquiry, 
without  losing  sight  of  her  till  evening,  when 
he  saw  her  re-enter  her  cell.  When  he  had 
fully  observed  the  place,  he  went  to  one  of 
those  houses  where  they  sell  a  certain  hot 
liquor,  and  where  any  person  may  pass  the 
night,  particidarly  in  the  great  heats,  when 
the  people  of  that  country  prefer  lying  on  a 
mat  to  a  bed.  About  midnight,  after  the 
magician  had  satisfied  the  master  of  the 
house  for  what  little  he  had  called  for,  he 
went  out,  and  proceeded  directly  to  the  cell 
of  Fatima,  the  holy  woman,  the  name  she 
was  knowTi  by  throughout  the  town.  He 
had  no  difficulty  in  opening  the  door,  which 
was  only  fastened  with  a  latch,  and  he  shut 
it  again  after  he  had  got  in,  without  any 
noise;  and  when  he  entered  the  cell,  per- 
ceived Fatima  by  moonlight  lying  in  the  air 
on  a  sofa,  covered  only  by  an  old  mat,  with 
her  head  leaning  against  the  wall.  He 
awakened  her  and  clapped  a  dagger  to  her 
breast. 

Poor  Fatima,  opening  her  eyes,  was  very 
much  surprised  to  see  a  man  with  a  dagger 
at  her  breast  ready  to  stab  her,  and  who 
said  to  her,  "If  you  cry  out,  or  make  the 
least  noise,  I  will  kUl  youj  but  get  up  and 
do  as  I  bid  you." 

Fatima,  who  had  lain  down  in  her  clothes, 
got  up  trembling  with  fear.  "  Do  not  be  so 
much  frightened,"  said  the  magician,  "I 
only  want  your  habit ;  give  it  me  presently, 
and  take  mine."  Accordingly  Fatima  and 
he  changed  clothes.  Then  he  said,  "  Colour 
my  face  as  youi-s  is,  that  I  may  be  like  you ;" 
but  perceiving  that  the  poor  creature  could 
not  help  trembling,  to    encoui-age   her,  he 


said,  "I  tell  you  again  you  need  not  fear 
anything :  I  swear  by  the  name  of  God  I 
will  not  take  away  your  life."  Fatima 
lighted  her  lamp,  made  him  come  into  the 
cell,  and  taking  a  pencil  and  dipping  it  into 
a  certain  liquor,  rubbed  it  over  his  face,  and 
assured  him  the  colour  woidd  not  change, 
and  that  his  face  was  of  the  same  dye  as  her 
own  :  after  which  she  put  her  own  head- 
dress on  his  head,  with  a  veil,  with  which 
she  shewed  him  how  to  hide  his  face  as  he 
passed  through  the  town.  After  this,  she 
put  a  long  string  of  beads  aliout  his  neck, 
which  hung  down  to  the  middle  of  his  body, 
and  giving  him  the  stick  she  used  to  walk 
with,  in  his  hand,  brought  him  a  looking- 
glass,  and  bid  him  look  if  he  was  not  as  like 
her  as  possible.  The  magician  found  him- 
self disguised  as  he  wished  to  be ;  but  he 
did  not  keep  the  oath  he  so  solemnly  swore 
to  the  good  Fatima  ;  but  instead  of  stab- 
bing her,  for  fear  the  blood  might  discover 
him,  he  strangled  her ;  and  when  he  foiind 
she  was  dead,  threw  her  body  into  a  cistern 
just  by  the  cell. 

The  magician,  thus  disguised  like  the  holy 
woman  Fatima,  spent  the  remainder  of  the 
night  in  the  cell,  after  he  had  committed  so 
horrid  a  murder.  The  next  morning,  two 
hours  after  sunrise,  though  it  was  not  a  day 
the  holy  woman  used  to  go  out  on,  he  crept 
out  of  the  cell,  being  well  persuaded  that 
nobody  would  ask  him  any  questions  about 
it ;  or,  if  they  should,  he  had  an  answer 
ready  for  them.  As  one  of  the  first  things 
he  did  after  his  arrival  was  to  find  out 
Aladdin's  palace,  where  he  was  to  execute 
his  designs,  he  went  directly  thither. 

As  soon  as  the  people  saw  the  holy  woman, 
as  they  imagined  him  to  be,  they  presently 
gathered  about  him  in  a  great  crowd.  Some 
begged  his  blessing,  others  kissed  his  hand, 
and  others,  more  reserved,  only  the  hem  of 
his  garment ;  while  others,  whether  their 
heads  ached,  or  they  had  a  mind  to  be  pre- 
served against  that  distemper,  stooped  for 
hini  to  lay  his  hands  upon  them;  which  he 
did,  muttering  some  words  in  form  of  prayer : 
and,  in  short,  counterfeited  so  well,  that 
everybody  took  him  for  the  holy  woman. 

After  frequently  stopping  to  satisfy  these 
kind  of  people,  who  received  neither  good 
nor  harm  from  this  imposition  of  hands,  he 
came  at  last  to  the  square  before  Aladdin's 
palace.  The  crowd  was  so  great  that  the 
eagerness  to  get  at  him  increased  in  propor- 
tion. Those  who  were  the  most  zealous  and 
strong  forced  their  way  through  the  crowd 
to  get  room.  There  were  such  quarrels,  and 
so  great  a  noise,  that  the  princess,  who  was 
in  the  hall  of  four-and-twenty  windows, 
heard  it,  and  asked  what  v/as  the  matter ; 
but  nobody  being  able  to  give  her  an  ac- 
coimt,  she  ordered  them  to  go  and  see,  and 
inform  her.     One  of  her  women  looked  out 
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of  a  v/indow,   and  then  told  lier  it  Avas   a 
great  crowd  of  people  that  were  gathering 
about  the  holy  woman,  to  be  cui-ed  of  the 
headache  by  the  imposition  of  her  hands. 
The  princess,  who  had  for  a  long  time 
i  heard  a  great  deal  of  this  holy  woman,  but 
I  had  never  seen  her,  conceived  a  great  curio- 
I  sity  to  have   some   conversation  with  her, 
j  -which  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  perceiving, 
told  her  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  bring  her 
to  her,  if  she  desired  and  commanded  it ; 
and  the  princess  shewing  a  desire,  he  imme- 
diately sent  four  eunuchs  for  the  pretended 
holy  woman. 

As  soon  as  the  crowd  saw  the  eunuchs 
coming,  they  made  way,  and  the  magician 
perceiving  also  that  they  were  coming  for 
him,  advanced  to  meet  them,  overjoyed  to 
find  his  plot  took  so  well.  "Holy  woman," 
said  one  of  the  eunuchs,  "the  jirincess  wants 
to  see  you,  and  has  sent  us  for  you."  "  The 
princess  does  me  too  great  an  honour,"  re- 
plied the  false  Fatima;  "I  am  ready  to 
obey  her  command,"  and  at  the  same  time 
followed  the  eunuchs  to  the  palace. 

When  the  magician,  who  imder  a  holy 
garment  disguised  a  wicked  heart,  was  intro- 
duced into  the  great  hall,  and  perceived  the 
princess,  he  began  a  prayer,  which  contained 
a  long  enumeration  of  vows  and  good  wishes 
for  the  princess's  health  and  jn-osperity,  and 
that  she  might  have  everything  she  desired. 
Then  he  displayed  all  his  deceitful,  hypo- 
critical rhetoric,  to  insinuate  himself  into 
the  princess's  favour  under  the  cloak  of  piety, 
■which  it  was  no  hard  matter  for  him  to  do ; 
for  as  the  jirincess  herself  was  naturally 
good,  she  was  easily  persuaded  that  aU  the 
world  was  like  her,  especially  those  who 
made  profession  of  serving  God  in  solitary 
retreat. 

When  the  pretended  Fatima  had  made  an 
end  of  his  long  harangue,  the  princess  said 
to  him,  "I  thank  you,  good  mother,  for 
your  X)rayer3;  I  have  great  confidence  in 
them,  and  hope  God  will  hear  them.  Come, 
and  sit  by  me."  The  false  Fatima  sat  down 
with  affected  modesty  :  then  the  princess, 
resuming  her  discourse,  said,  "My  good 
mother,  I  have  one  thing  to  ask  you,  which 
you  must  not  refuse  me ;  which  is,  to  stay 
with  me,  that  you  may  entertain  me  with 
your  way  of  living  ;  and  that  I  may  learn 
from  your  good  example  how  to  serve  God." 
"Princess,"  said  the  counterfeit  Fatima,  "I 
beg  of  you  not  to  ask  what  I  cannot  consent 
to,  without  neglecting  my  prayers  and  devo- 
tions." "  That  shall  be  no  hindrance  to 
yon,"  answered  the  princess;  "I  have  a 
great  many  apartments  unoccupied ;  you 
shall  choose  which  you  like  best,  and  shall 
have  as  mueh  liberty  to  jiei-form  your 
devotions  as  if  you  were  in  your  own 
cell." 

The  magician,  who  wanted  nothing  more 


than  to  introduce  himself  into  Aladdin's 
palace,  where  it  would  be  a  much  easier 
matter  for  him  to  execute  his  ]ienilcious 
designs,  imder  the  favour  and  protection  of 
the  princess,  than  if  he  had  been  forced  to 
come  and  go  from  the  cell  to  the  palace,  did 
not  urge  much  to  excuse  himself  from  ac- 
cepting the  obliging  off"er  the  princess  made 
him.  "  Princess,"  said  he,  "  whatever  re- 
solution a  poor  wretched  woman,  as  I  am, 
may  have  made  to  renounce  the  pomj)  and 
grandeur  of  this  world,  T  dare  not  presume 
to  oppose  the  will  and  commands  of  so  pious 
and  charitable  a  princess." 

Upon  this  the  princess,  rising  up,  said, 
"Come  along  with  me,  I  will  shew  you  what 
empty  apartments  I  have,  that  you  may 
make  choice  of  which  you  like  best."  The 
magician  followed  the  princess  Badroulbou- 
dour,  and  of  all  the  apartments  she  shewed 
him,  made  choice  of  that  which  was  the 
worst  furnished,  saying  that  it  was  too 
good  for  him,  and  that  he  only  accepted  of 
it  to  please  her. 

Afterwards  the  princess  would  have 
brought  him  back  again  into  the  great  hall 
to  make  him  dine  with  her ;  but  he  consi- 
dering that  then  he  should  be  obliged  to 
shew  his  face,  which  he  had  always  taken 
care  to  hitle  ;  and  fearing  that  the  jirincess 
should  find  out  that  he  was  not  Fatima,  he 
begged  of  her  earnestly  to  disjiense  with 
him,  telling  her  that  he  never  eat  anything 
but  bread  and  dried  fruits,  and  desiring  to 
eat  that  slight  repast  in  his  own  ajjaftmeut; 
that  the  in-incess  granted  him,  saying,  "You 
may  be  as  free  here,  good  mother,  as  if  you 
were  in  your  own  cell  :  I  will  order  you  a 
dinner,  but  remember  I  expect  you  as  soon 
as  you  have  finished  your  repast." 

After  the  jn-incess  had  dined,  and  the  false 
Fatima  had  been  informed  by  one  of  the 
eunuchs  that  she  had  risen  from  the  table, 
he  failed  not  to  wait  upon  her.  "My  good 
mother,"  said  the  iirincess,  "  I  am  overjoyed 
to  have  the  company  of  so  holy  a  woman  as 
yourself,  Avho  will  confer  a  blessmg  upon  this 
jialace.  But  now  I  am  speaking  of  this 
palace,  pray  how  do  you  like  it?  And  before 
I  shew  you  it  all,  tell  me  first  what  you 
think  of  this  hall. " 

Upon  this  c^uestion,  the  counterfeit  Fatima, 
who,  to  act  his  part  the  better,  affected  to 
hang  down  his  head,  without  so  nuicli  as 
ever  once  lifting  it  up,  at  last  looked  up, 
and  surveying  the  hall  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  when  he  had  examined  it  well,  said 
to  the  i^rincess,  "As  far  as  such  a  solitary 
being  as  I  can  judge,  who  am  imacquainted 
with  what  the  world  calls  beautiful,  this  haU 
is  truly  admirable  and  most  beautiful;  there 
wants  but  one  thing."  "What  is  that,  good 
mother?"  answered  the  princess  Badroul- 
boudour  ;  "  tell  me,  T  conjure  you.  For  my 
part  I  always  believed,  and  have  heard  say, 
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it  -wanted  nothing ;  but  if  it  docs,  it  shall  be 
supiilied." 

"  Princess,"  saitl  the  false  Fatima,  with 
great  dissimulation,  "  forgive  me  for  the 
I  liberty  I  have  taken  ;  but  my  opinion  is,  if  it 
can  be  of  any  importance,  that  if  a  roc's  egg 
was  hung  uj)  in  the  middle  of  this  dome, 
this  hall  would  have  no  parallel  in  the  four 
quarters  of  the  world,  and  your  palace  would 
be  the  wonder  of  the  universe." 

"  My  good  mother,"  said  the  princess, 
"  what  bird  is  a  roc,  and  where  may  cue 
get  an  egg?"  "Princess,"  replied  the  pre- 
tended Eatima,  "  it  is  a  bird  of  prodigious 
size,  which  inhabits  the  top  of  mount  Cau- 
casus ;  the  architect  who  built  your  palace 
can  get  you  one." 

After  the  princess  Badroulboudour  had 
thanked  the  false  Fatima  for  what  she  be- 
lieved her  good  advice,  she  conversed  with 
her  upon  other  matters;  but  could  not  for- 
get the  roc's  egg,  which  she  made  account 
to  tell  Aladdin  of  when  he  returned  from 
hunting.  He  had  been  gone  six  days,  which 
the  magician  knew,  and  therefore  took  ad- 
vantage of  his  absence ;  but  he  returned 
that  evening,  after  the  false  Fatima  had 
taken  leave  of  the  princess,  and  retired  to 
his  apartment.  As  soon  as  he  arrived,  he 
went  directly  up  to  the  jirincess's  apartment, 
saluted  and  embraced  her,  but  she  seemed 
to  receive  him  coldly.  "  My  princess,"  said 
he,  "  I  think  you  are  not  so  cheerful  as  you 
used  to  be.  Has  anything  happened  during 
my  absence  which  has  displeased  you,  or 
giveix  you  any  trouble  or  dissatisfaction  ? 
In  the  name  of  God,  do  not  conceal  it  from 
me.  I  will  leave  nothing  undone  that  is  in 
my  power  to  please  you."  "  It  is  a  trilling 
matter,"  replied  the  princess,  "  which  gives 
me  so  little  concern  that  I  could  not  have 
thought  you  could  have  perceived  it  in  my 
countenance  ;  but  since  you  have  unexpect- 
edly discovered  some  alteration,  I  will  no 
longer  disguise  a  matter  of  so  little  conse- 
quence from  you. 

"  I  always  believed,  as  well  as  you,"  con- 
tinued the  princess  Badroulboudour,  "that 
our  palace  was  the  most  superb,  magnificent, 
and  complete  in  the  world ;  but  I  will  teU 
you  now  what  I  find  fault  with,  upon  exa- 
mining the  hall  of  four-and-twenty  windows. 
,  Do  not  you  think  with  me,  that  it  would  be 
comiilete  if  a  roc's  egg  was  hung  up  in  the 
midst  of  the  dome?"  "Princess,"  replied 
Aladdin,  "it  is  enough  that  you  think  there 
wants  such  a  thing.  You  shall  see  by  the 
diligence  used  to  repair  that  deficiency,  that 
there  is  nothing  which  I  would  not  do  for 
your  sake." 

Aladdin  left  the  princess  Badroulboudour 
that  moment,  and  went  up  into  the  hall  of 
four-and-twenty  windows,  where,  puUing  out 
of  his  liosom  the  lamp,  which,  after  the 
danger  he  had  been  exposed  to,  he  always 


carried  about  him,  he  rubbed  it ;  upon  which 
the  genie  immediately  appeared.  "  Genie," 
said  Aladdin,  "there  wants  a  roc's  egg  to 
be  hung  up  in  the  midst  of  the  dome.  I 
command  thee,  in  the  name  of  this  lamp,  to 
repair  the  deficiency."  Aladdin  had  no 
sooner  pronounced  these  words,  but  the 
genie  gave  so  loud  and  terrible  a  cry,  that 
the  hall  shook,  and  Aladdin  could  scarce 
stand  upright.  "What!  wretch,"  said  the 
genie,  in  a  voice  that  woiild  have  made  the 
most  imdaunted  man  tremble,  "is  it  not 
enough  that  I  and  my  companions  have  done 
everything  for  you,  but  you,  by  an  unheard- 
of  ingratitude,  must  command  me  to.  bring 
my  master,  and  hang  liiui  up  in  the  midst 
of  this  dome  ?  This  attempt  deserves  that 
you,  your  wife,  and  your  palace,  should  be 
immediately  reduced  to  ashes  ;  but  you  are 
happy  in  not  being  the  author  of  this  re- 
quest, and  that  it  does  not  come  from  your- 
self. Know,  then,  that  the  true  author  is 
the  brother  of  the  African  magician,  your 
enemy,  whom  you  have  destroyed  as  he 
deserved.  He  is  now  in  your  palace,  dis- 
guised in  the  clothes  of  the  holy  woman  Fa- 
tima, whom  he  murdered  :  and  it  is  he  who 
has  suggested  to  your  wife  to  make  this  per- 
nicious demand.  His  design  is  to  kill  you, 
therefore  take  care  of  youi'self. "  After  these 
words,  the  genie  disappeared. 

Aladdin  lost  not  a  word  of  what  the  genie 
had  said.  He  had  heard  talk  of  the  holy 
woman  Fatima,  and  how  she  pretended  to 
cure  the  headache.  He  returned  to  the 
princess's  apartment,  and  without  mention- 
ing a  Avord  of  what  had  happened,  he  sat 
down,  and  complained  of  a  great  pain  which 
had  suddeidy  seized  his  head ;  upon  which 
the  princess  ordered  the  holy  woman  to  be 
presently  fetched,  and  then  told  him  how 
that  holy  woman  came  to  the  palace,  and 
that  she  had  ajjpointed  her  an  apartment. 

When  the  pretended  Fatima  came,  Aladdin 
said,  "  Come  hither,  good  mother  ;  I  am  glad 
to  see  you  here  at  so  fortunate  a  time  :  I  am 
tormented  with  a  violent  pain  in  my  head, 
and  request  your  assistance,  by  the  confi- 
dence I  have  in  your  good  prayers,  and  hope 
you  will  not  refuse  me  that  favour  which 
you  do  to  so  many  persons  afflicted  with 
this  distemper."  So  saying,  he  rose  up,  but 
held  down  his  head.  The  coimterfeit  Fatima 
advanced  towards  him,  with  his  hand  all  the 
time  on  a  dagger  concealed  in  his  girdle 
imder  his  gown  ;  which  Aladdin  observ- 
ing, he  seized  his  hand  before  he  had  drawn 
it,  pierced  him  to  the  heart  with  his  own 
dagger,  and  then  threw  him  down  on  the 
tloor  dead. 

"  My  dear  husband,  what  have  you  done?  " 
cried  the  princess  in  surjnise.  "  You  have, 
killed  theholy  woman."  "  No,  my  princess," 
answered  Aladdin,  without  emotion,  "I  have 
not  killed  Fatima,  but  a  wicked  wretch,  that 
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would  have  assassinated  me,  if  I  had  not  pre- 
vented him.  This  wicked  man,"  added  he, 
uncovering  his  face,  "  has  strangled  Fatima, 
whom  you  accused  me  of  kiUing,  and  dis- 
guised himself  in  her  clothes,  to  come  and 
murder  me  :  but  that  you^  may  know  him 
better,  he  is  brother  to  the  A'frican  magician." 
Then  Aladdin  told  her  how  he  came  to  know 
those  particulars,  and  afterwards  ordered  the 
dead  body  to  be  taken  away. 

Thus  was  Aladdin  deUveredfrom  the  per- 
secution of  two  brothers,  who  were  magi- 
cians. Within  a  few  years  afterwards  the 
sidtan  died  in  a  good  old  age,  and  as  he  left 
no  male  children,  the  princess  Badroiill^ou- 
dour,  as  lawful  heir  of  the  crown,  succeeded 
him,  and  communicating  the  power  to 
Aladdin,  they  reigned  together  many  years, 
and  left  a  numerous  and  illustrious  posterity 
behind  them. 

"Sir,"  said  the  sultaness  Scheherazade, 
after  she  had  finished  the  story  of  the 
Wonderful  Lamp,  "your  majesty  without 
doubt  has  observed  in  the  j^erson  of  the 
African  magician  a  man  abandoned  to  the 
unbounded  j^assion  for  possessing  immense 
treasures  by  the  most  unworthy  means.  On 
the  contrary,  your  majesty  sees  in  Aladdin, 
a  person  of  mean  birth  raised  to  the  regal 
dignity  by  making  use  of  the  same  treasures, 
which  came  to  him  without  his  seeking,  biit 
just  as  he  had  an  occasion  for  them  to  com- 
pass the  end  proposed;  and  in  the  .sultan 
you  will  have  learnt  what  dangers  a  just 
and  equitable  monarch  rims,  even  to  the  risk 
of  being  dethroned,  when,  by  crjung  in- 
justice, and  against  all  the  rules  of  equity, 
he  dares,  by  an  unreasonable  precipitation, 
condemn  an  innocent  person  to  death,  with- 
out giving  him  leave  to  justify  himself.  In 
short,  you  must  abhor  those  two  wicked 
magicians,  one  of  whom  sacrificed  his  life  to 
attain  great  riches,  the  other  his  life  and  re- 
ligion to  revenge  him,  and  Ijoth  received  the 
chastisements  they  deserved." 

The  sultan  of  the  Indies  signified  to  his 
spouse  the  sultaness  Scheherazade,  that  he 
was  very  much  delighted  with  the  prodigies 
he  had  heard  of  the  Wonderful  Lamp,  and 
that  the  stories  which  she  told  him  every 
night  gave  him  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 
Indeed  they  were  all  diverting,  and  for  the 
most  part  seasoned  with  a  good  moral.  He 
found  that  the  sultaness  knew  how  to  in- 
troduce them,  and  was  not  sorry  that  she 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  suspending,  by 
this  means,  the  execution  of  a  vow  he  had 
made,  never  to  keep  a  woman  above  one 
night,  and  put  her  to  death  next  day.  His 
only  thought  was  to  see  if  he  could  exhaust 
her  store. 

With  this  intention,  the  next  morning  he 
prevented  Dinarzade,  and  awakened  the 
sultaness  himself,  asking  her  if  she  was  at 
the  end  of  aU  her  stories,     "  At  the  end  of 


my  stories,  sir ! "  replied  the  sidtaness,  sur. 
prised  at  the  question,  ' '  I  am  far  from  that, 
and  the  number  of  them  is  so  great,  that  I 
cannot  tell  your  majesty  how  many  I  have 
yet  left ;  but  am  afraid  you  will  be  sooner 
tired  with  hearing,  than  I  with  teUiug 
them. " 

"Do  not  let  that  fear  disturb  you,"  an- 
swered the  sidtan;  "but  let  us  hear  what 
you  have  now  to  tell  me." 

The  sultaness  Scheherazade,  encouraged 
with  these  words,  said,  ' '  I  have  often  enter- 
tained your  majesty  with  the  adventures  of 
the  famous  caliph  Haroun  Ah-aschid,  who 
had  a  great  many  in  his  time ;  l)ut,  among 
the  rest,  I  think  none  more  worthy  of  your 
hearing  than  the  following"  : — 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF  TUE  CALIPH  HAEOUN 
ALRASCHID. 

Your  majesty  cannot  be  insensible,  but 
must  have  exjjerienced,  that  we  are  some- 
times in  such  extraordinary  transports  of 
joy,  that  M-e  presently  communicate  that 
passion  to  those  about  us,  or  easily  partake 
of  theirs ;  and  sometimes  our  melancholy  is 
so  great,  that  we  are  iusu]iportable  to  our- 
selves, and  are  so  incapable  of  giving  any 
one  a  reason  that  should  ask  it,  that  we 
cannot  account  for  it  ourselves. 

The  caliph  was  one  day  in  one  of  these 
latter  fits,  when  his  faithfid  and  favourite 
grand  vizier  Giafar  came  to  him.  That 
minister  finding  him  alone,  which  was  sel- 
dom the  case,  and  j)erceiving,  as  he  came 
nearer  to  him,  that  he  was  in  a  very  melan- 
choly humour,  and  never  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
he  stopped  till  he  would  vouchsafe  to  look  at 
him. 

At  last  the  caliph  cast  his  eyes  upon  Gia- 
far, but  presently  turned  them  away  again, 
and  remained  in  the  same  posture  motionless 
as  before. 

The  grand  vizier  observing  nothing  in  the 
caliph's  eyes  which  regarded  him  personally, 
took  the  liberty  to  speak  to  him,  and  said, 
"Commander  of  the  faithful,  will  your  ma- 
jesty give  me  leave  to  ask  whence  proceeds 
this  melancholy,  of  which  you  always  seemed 
to  me  so  little  susceptible  ?" 

"Indeed,  vizier,"  answered  the  caliph, 
clearing  up  his  countenance,  "I  am  very 
little  subject  to  it,  aud  had  not  perceived  it 
but  for  you,  and  Avill  remain  no  longer  in  it. 
If  no  new  affair  brought  you  hither,  you 
will  do  me  a  pleasure  by  inventing  some- 
thing to  dispel  it." 

"  Commander  of  the  faithful,"  replied  the 
grand  vizier,  "  my  duty  obliged  me  to  wait 
on  you,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  remind 
your  majesty,  that  this  is  the  day  which 
you  have  appointed  to  inform  yourself  of  the 
good  government  of  your  capital   aud   its 


THE  CALIPH  HAROUN  ALRASCHID. 


4^3 


environs;  and  this  occasion  very  oppor- 
timcly  presents  itself  to  dispel  those  clouds 
■which  obscure  your  natural  gaiety." 

"You  do  -well  to  remind  me,"  replied 
the  caliph,  "for  I  had  entirely  forgotten  it: 
go  and  change  your  dress,  •while  I  do  the 
same." 

They  each  put  on  the  habit  of  a  foreign 
merchant,  and  under  that  disguise  went  out 
by  a  private  door  of  the  palace-garden,  which 
led  into  the  fields.  After  they  had  gone 
round  the  outside  of  the  city  to  the  banks 
of  the  Euphrates,  at  a  sufficient  distance 
from  the  city  gate,  on  that  side,  without 
having  oliserved  anything  disordei'ly,  tliey 
crossed  the  river  in  the  first  boat  they  met 
with,  and  making  another  tour  on  the  other 
side,  came  over  the  bridge,  which  formed 
the  communication  betwixt  the  two  parts  of 
the  town. 

At  the  foot  of  the  bridge  they  met  with 
an  old  blind  man,  who  asked  alms  of  them ; 
tlie  caliph  turned  about,  and  jiut  a  piece  of 
gold  into  his  hand.  The  blind  man  jire- 
sently  caught  hold  of  his  hand,  and  stopped 
him.  "  Charitable  person,"  said  he,  "  who- 
ever you  are,  whom  God  hath  inspired  to 
bestow  alms  on  me,  do  not  refuse  the  favour 
I  ask  you,  to  give  me  a  box  on  the  ear,  for 
I  deserve  that  and  a  greater  punishment." 
After  these  words,  he  let  the  caliph's  hand 
go,  that  he  might  strike,  but,  for  fear  he 
should  pass  on  without  doing  it,  held  him 
fast  by  his  clothes. 

The  caliph,  surprised  both  at  the  request 
and  action  of  the  blind  man,  said,  "I  can- 
not acquiesce  with  your  request.  I  will  not 
lessen  the  meiit  of  my  charity,  by  treating 
you  as  you  woidd  have  me."  After  these 
words,  he  endeavoured  to  get  away  from  the 
blind  man. 

The  blind  man,  who  expected  this  reluct- 
ance of  his  benefactor,  by  the  long  experi- 
ence he  had,  exerted  himself  to  hold  him. 
"Sir,"  said  he,  "forgive  my  boldness  and 
importunity ;  I  desire  you  woidd  either  give 
me  a  box  on  the  ear,  or  take  your  alms  back 
again,  for  I  cannot  receive  it  l)ut  on  that  con- 
dition, without  breaking  a  solemn  oath  which 
1  have  sworn  to  God  ;  and  if  you  knew  the 
reason,  you  woidd  agree  with  me,  that  the 
punishment  is  very  slight." 

The  caliph,  not  caring  to  be  detained  any 
longer,  yielding  to  the  importunity  of  the 
blind  man,  gave  him  a  very  slight  blow: 
whereupon  he  immediately  let  him  go,  and 
thanked  and  blessed  him.  When  the  caliph 
and  vizier  had  got  some  small  distance  from 
the  blind  man,  the  caliph  said  to  the  vizier, 
"This  blind  man  must  certainly  have  some 
very  substantial  reasons,  which  make  him 
behave  himself  in  this  manner  to  all  who 
give  him  alms.  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
them  ;  therefore  return  and  tell  him  who  I 
am,  and  bid  him  not  fail  to  come  to  my 


palace  about  prayer-time  in  the  afternoon, 
that  I  may  have  some  talk  with  him." 

The  grand  vizier  went  back,  bestowed  his 
alms  on  the  blind  man,  and  after  he  had 
given  him  a  box  on  the  ear,  told  him  the 
caliph's  order,  and  then  returned  again  to 
the  caliph. 

"When  they  came  into  the  town,  they 
found  in  a  square  a  great  concourse  of  spec- 
tators, looking  at  a  handsome  weU-shaped 
young  man,  who  was  mounted  on  a  mare, 
which  he  rode  full  speed  round  the  place, 
spurring  and  wliipjiing  the  poor  creature  so 
barbarously,  that  she  was  all  over  sweat  and 
blood. 

The  caliph,  amazed  at  the  inhiimanity  of 
the  young  man,  stopped  to  ask  the  peojde  if 
they  knew  why  he  used  the  mare  so  ill ;  but 
could  learn  nothing,  except  that  for  some 
time  past  he  had  evei-y  day,  at  the  same 
hour,  treated  her  after  the  same  manner. 

As  they  went  along,  the  caliph  bid  the 
grand  vizier  take  particular  notice  of  the 
l^lace,  and  not  fail  to  order  the  young  man 
to  come  the  next  day,  at  the  hour  appointed 
to  the  blind  man.  But  before  the  calii^h 
got  to  his  palace,  he  observed  in  a  street, 
which  he  had  not  passed  through  a  long 
time  before,  an  edifice  newly  built,  which 
seemed  to  him  to  be  the  palace  of  some  of 
the  great  lords  of  the  court.  He  asked  the 
grand  vizier  if  he  knew  to  whom  it  be- 
longed; who  answered  he  did  not,  but 
would  inquire ;  and  thereupon  asked  a 
neighbour,  who  told  him  tliat  the  house 
was  one  Cogia  Hassan's,  surnamed  Alhab- 
bal,  upon  account  of  his  profession  of  rope- 
making,  which  he  had  seen  him  work  at 
himself,  when  poor,  and  that  without  know- 
ing how  foitune  had  favoured  him,  he  had 
got  such  great  wealth,  that  he  defrayed 
honourably  and  splendidly  the  exj)enses  he 
had  been  at  in  budding. 

The  grand  vizier  rejoined  the  caliph,  and 
gave  him  a  fidl  account  of  what  he  had 
heard.  "I  must  see  this  Cogia  Hassan  Al- 
habbal,"  said  the  caliph,  "therefore  go  and 
tell  him,  vizier,  to  come  to  my  palace,  at 
the  same  hour  you  have  ordered  the  other 
two."     Accoi'dingly  the  vizier  obeyed. 

The  next  day,  after  aftei-iaoon  prayers,  the 
caliph  retired  to  his  own  ajjartment,  and  the 
grand  vizier  introduced  the  three  persons  we 
have  been  speaking  of,  and  presented  them 
to  the  caliph. 

They  all  three  prostrated  themselves  before 
the  caliph,  and  when  they  rose  uji  again,  the 
caliph  asked  the  blind  man  his  name,  who 
answered,  it  was  Baba  Alxlalla. 

"Baba  Abdalla,"  replied  the  caliph,  "your 
manner  of  asking  alms  seemed  so  strange  to 
me  yesterday,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
some  certain  considerations,  I  should  not 
have  complied  with  your  request,  but  should 
have  prevented  you  from  giving  any  more 
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offence  to  the  public.     1  ordered  you  to  come 
I  hither,  to  know  from  yourself  what  induced 
I  you  to  make  that  indiscreet  oath  you  have 
told  me  of,  that  I  may  judfje  whether  you 
I  have  done  well,  and  if  I  ought  to  suflfer  you 
j  to  continue  a  practice  that  appears  to  me 
j  to  set  so   ill  an  example.     Tell  me   freely 
;  how  so   extravagant   a  thought  came   into 
your  head,    and   do  not  disguise    anything 
from  me,    for  I   wiR  absolutely  know  the 
truth." 
I       Baba  AbdaUa,  intimidated  by  this  repri- 
mand, cast  himself  a  second  time  at  the  foot 
of  the  caliph's  throne,  with  his  face  to  the 
gi-ound,   and  when  he  rose  up  again,  said, 
"Commander  of  the  faithful,  I  most  humbly 
ask  your  majesty's  pardon  for  my  boldness, 
in  daring  to  require,  and  almost  force  you 
to  do  a  thing  which  indeed  appears  so  con- 
trary to  reason.     I  acknowledge  my  crime  ; 
but  as  I  did  not  then  know  your  majesty,  T 
implore  your  clemencj',  and  hope  you  will 
consider  my  ignorance. 

"As  to  the  extravagance  of  my  action,  I 
own  it,  and  that  it  must  seem  strange  to 
mankind ;  but  in  the  eye  of  God  it  is  a  very 
shght  penance  t  have  enjoined  myself,  for 
an  enormous  crime  I  am  guilty  of,  and  for 
which,  if  all  the  people  in  the  world  were 
each  to  give  me  a  box  on  the  ear,  it  would 
not  be  a  suthcicut  atonement.  Your  ma- 
jesty will  judge  of  it  yourself,  when,  iu 
telling  my  story,  in  obethence  to  your  com- 
mands, I  shall  let  you  know  what  that 
heiuoiuj  crime  was." 

TUB  STOKY  OF  THE  BLIND  MAX  EAE.V 


CoMMAXDER  of  the  faithful,  continued 
Baba  AbdaUa,  I  was  born  at  Bagdad,  and 
had  a  i^retty  fortune  left  me  by  my  father 
and  mother,  who  died  a  few  days  after  each 
other.  Though  I.  was  then  but  very  young, 
I  did  not  squander  away  my  fortune  as  most 
young  men  do,  in  idle  expenses  and  de- 
bauchery ;  on  the  contrary,  I  neglected  no 
opportunity  to  increase  it  by  my  industry. 
At  last  I  became  rich  enough  to  purchase 
fourscore  camels,  which  I  let  out  to  mer- 
chants for  caravans,  who  jiaid  me  well  for 
every  journey  T  went  with  them  throughout 
the  extent  of  your  majesty's  dominions. 

In  the  midst  of  this  happiness,  and  with 
an  ardent  desire  of  growing  much  richer,  as 
I  was  returning  one  day  with  my  camels 
unloaded  from  Balsora,  whither  I  had 
carried  some  merchandise  that  were  to  be 
embarked  for  the  Indies,  I  met  with  good 
jiasturage,  at  some  distance  from  any  habi- 
tation ;  made  a  halt  there,  and  let  them 
gi-aze  for  some  time.  While  I  was  seated,  a 
dervise,  who  was  walking  to  Balsora,  came 
and  sat  down  Ijy  me  to  rest  himself.  I 
asked  liim  from  whence  he  came,  and  where 


he  was  going,  and  he  put  the  same  ques- 
tions to  me ;  and  when  we  had  satisfied 
each  other's  curiosity,  we  produced  our  pro- 
visions and  eat  together. 

During  our  repast,  after  we  had  talksd  of 
many  indifferent  things,  the  dervise  told  me 
that  he  knew  of  a  treasure  a  small  distance 
from  thence,  where  there  were  such  im- 
mense riches,  that  if  aU  my  fourscore  camels 
were  loaded  with  gold  and  jewels  that 
might  be  taken  from  it,  it  would  not  seem 
as  if  anything  had  been  taken  away. 

This  good  news  surprised  and  charmed 
me  at  the  same  time ;  and  I  was  so  over- 
jo^'ed,  that  I  could  scarce  contain  myself. 
I  could  not  beheve  that  the  dervise  was 
capable  of  teUing  me  a  falsity  ;  therefore  I 
fell  upon  his  neck,  and  said,  "  Good  dervise, 
I  know  you  value  not  the  riches  of  this 
world,  therefore  what  service  can  the  knov/- 
ledge  of  this  treasure  be  to  you  ?  You  are 
alone,  and  cannot  carry  much  of  it  away 
with  you ;  shew  me  where  it  is  ;  I  will  load 
all  my  camels,  and  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  favour  done  me,  will  present  you  with 
one  of  them." 

Indeed  I  offered  very  little,  but  after  he 
had  communicated  that  secret  to  me,  my 
desire  of  riches  was  become  so  violent,  that 
I  thought  it  a  great  deal,  and  looked  upon 
the  seventy-nine  camel  loads  which  1  re- 
served for  myself,  as  nothing  in  comparison 
of  what  I  allowed  him. 

The  dervise,  though  he  saw  my  avarice, 
was  not,  however,  angry  at  the  unreasonable 
offer  I  had  made  him,  but  replied,  without 
the  least  concern,  "You  are  sensible,  bro- 
ther, that  what  you  offer  me  is  not  propor- 
tionable to  the  kindness  you  ask  of  me.  I 
might  have  chosen  whether  I  woukl  commu- 
nicate my  secret  to  you,  and  have  kept  the 
treasure  to  myself  :  but  what  I  have  told 
you  is  sufficient  to  shew  you  my  good  inten- 
tions, and  that  it  is  still  in  my  power  to 
oblige  you,  and  make  you  remember  me,  by 
making  both  our  fortunes.  I  have  another 
proposition  more  just  and  equitable  to  make 
to  you  ;  it  lies  in  your  own  breast  whether 
or  no  you  wUl  agree  to  it. 

"You  sa}', "  continued  the  dervise,  "that 
you  have  fourscore  camels.  I  am  ready  to 
carry  you  to  the  place  where  the  treasure 
lies,  and  we  will  load  them  with  as  much 
jewels  and  gold  as  they  can  well  carry,  on 
condition,  that  Avhen  they  are  so  loaded, 
you  will  let  me  have  one-half,  and  you  take 
the  other ;  after  which  we  will  separate, 
and  carry  our  camels  where  we  think  fit. 
You  see  there  is  nothing  but  what  is  strictly 
equitable  iu  this  division ;  for  if  you  give 
me  forty  camels,  you  will  get  by  my  means 
wherewithal  to  purchase  thousands  more." 

I  could  not  but  agree  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  justice  in  what  the  dervise  said :  but, 
without  considering  what   riches  I  should 
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gain  in  accepting  of  the  condition  lie  i)ro- 
posed,  I  could  not  witliout  reluctance  think 
of  parting  with  my  forty  camels,  esi)ecially 
when  I  considered  that  the  dervise  would 
then  be  as  rich  as  myself,  and  that  I  was 
beforehand  making  an  ungrateful  return  for 
a  favour,  purely  gratuitous,  which  I  had  not 
yet  received  from  the  dervise.  But  there 
was  no  time  to  hesitate ;  I  must  either 
accept  of  the  proposal,  or  resolve  to  repent 
all  my  lifetime  after  of  losing,  by  my  own 
fanlt,  an  ojiportunity  of  obtaining  a  great 
fortune.  That  instant  1  went  and  collected 
all  my  camels  ;  and  after  we  had  travelled 
some  time,  we  came  into  a  large  spacious 
valley,  the  entrance  into  which  was  so  nar- 
row, that  two  camels  could  not  go  abreast. 
The  two  mountains  which  formed  this  valley 
terminated  in  a  semicircle,  but  were  so  high, 
craggy,  and  impracticable,  that  there  was 
no  fea,r  of  being  seen  by  any  one. 

When  we  came  between  these  two  moun- 
tains, the  dervise  said  to  me,  "Stop  your 
camels,  and  make  them  lie  down,  that  we 
may  load  them  the  easier,  and  I  will  iiroceed 
to  discover  the  treasure." 

I  did  as  the  dervise  bid  me  ;  and  going  to 
him  soon  after,  found  him  with  a  match  in 
one  hand,  gathei'ing  sticks  to  light  a  fire ; 
which  he  had  no  sooner  done,  than  he  cast 
some  incense  into  it,  and  pronouncing  cer- 
tain words,  which  I  did  not  understand, 
there  presently  arose  a  thick  cloud.  He 
divided  this  cloud,  when  tlie  rock,  though  of 
a  prodigious  perpendicular  height,  opened 
like  two  folding  doors,  and  exposed  to  view 
a  magnificent  palace  in  the  hollow  of  the 
mountain,  which  seemed  to  be  rather  the 
workmanship  of  genies  then  men  ;  for  no 
man  could  ever  have  thought  of  such  a  bold 
and  surprising  work. 

But  this,  I  must  tell  your  majesty,  was 
an  after-thought,  which  did  not  occur  to  me 
at  the  moment.  I  did  not  even  stop  to  ad- 
mire the  immense  riches  which  I  saw  on  all 
sides  ;  and,  without  staying  to  observe  the 
just  regularity  in  which  the  treasures  were 
ranged,  like  an  eagle  seizing  her  prey,  I  fell 
upon  the  first  heap  of  golden  money  that  I 
was  near  to,  and  began  to  fill  the  sack  I  had 
in  my  hand  as  full  as  I  thought  I  could 
carry  it.  The  sacks  were  all  large,  and  with 
my  good-will  T  would  have  filled  them  all ; 
but  1  was  obliged  to  proportion  my  burden 
to  the  strength  of  my  camels.  The  dervise 
did  the  same  ;  but  I.  perceived  he  paid  more 
attention  to  the  jewels,  and  as  he  told  me 
the  reason,  I  followed  his  example,  and  we 
took  away  much  more  jewels  thaii  gold. — 
When  we  had  fdled  o\vc  sacks,  and  loaded 
our  camels,  we  had  nothing  left  to  do  but  to 
shut  lip  the  treasure,  and  go  our  way. 

But  before  we  parted,  the  dervise  went 
again  into  the  treasury,  where  there  were  a 
great  many  wrought  vessels  of  gold  of  dif- 


ferent shapes  and  materials.  I  observed 
that  he  took  out  of  one  of  these  vessels  a 
little  box  of  a  certain  wood,  which  I  knew 
not,  and  put  it  into  his  breast  ;  but  first 
shewed  me  that  it  contained  only  a  kind  of 
pomatum. 

The  dervise  used  the  same  ceremony  to 
shut  the  treasury  as  he  had  done  to  open  it; 
and  after  he  pronounced  some  certain  words, 
the  doors  of  the  treasuiy  shut  again,  and  the 
rock  seemed  as  whole  and  entire  as  be- 
fore. 

Then  we  divided  our  camels.  T  put  my- 
self at  the  head  of  the  forty  which  I  reserved 
for  myself,  and  the  dervise  at  the  head  of 
the  rest  which  T  had  given  him.  We  came 
out  of  the  valley  by  the  same  way  we  went 
in,  and  travelled  together  till  we  came  to 
the  great  road,  where  we  were  to  part;  the 
dervise  to  go  to  Balsora,  and  I  to  Bagdad. 
To  thank  him  for  so  great  a  kindness,  I 
made  use  of  the  most  expressive  terms, 
testifying  my  gratitude  for  the  preference 
he  had  given  me  before  all  other  men,  in 
letting  me  have  a  share  of  such  riches.  We 
embraced  each  other  with  great  joy,  and 
taking  our  leave,  went  our  dififerent  ways. 

I  had  not  gone  many  paces  to  overtake 
my  camels,  which  went  on  the  track  I  put 
them  into,  before  the  demon  of  ingratitude 
and  envy  took  possession  of  my  heart,  and 
I  deplored  the  loss  of  my  forty  camels,  and 
much  more  the  riches  wherewith  they  were 
loaded.  The  dervise,  said  I  to  myself,  has 
no  occasion  for  all  these  riches ;  he  is  mas- 
ter of  the  treasure,  and  may  have  as  much 
as  he  pleases.  So  I  gave  myself  up  to  the 
blackest  ingratitude,  and  determined  imme- 
diately to  take  the  camels  with  their  loading 
from  him. 

To  execute  this  design,  I  first  stopped 
my  own  camels,  and  afterwards  ran  after 
the  dervise,  and  called  to  him  as  loud  as  I 
could,  giving  him  to  understand  that  I  had 
something  material  to  say  to  him,  and  made 
a  sign  to  him  to  stop  his,  and  stay  for  me  ; 
which  he  accordingly  did. 

When  I  came  up  to  him,  I  said,  "Brother, 
I  had  no  sooner  parted  from  you,  but  a 
thought  came  into  my  head,  which  neither 
of  us  had  reflected  on  before.  You  are  a 
good  dervise,  used  to  live  in  tranquillity, 
disengaged  from  all  the  cares  of  the  world, 
end  intent  only  upon  serving  God.  You 
know  not,  perhaps,  what  trouble  yoii  have 
taken  upon  yourself,  to  take  care  of  so  many 
camels.  If  you  would  take  my  advice,  you 
would  keep  but  thirty  ;  you  wiU  find  them 
sufficiently  troublesome  to  manage.  Take 
my  word  ;  I  have  had  experience." 

"I  believe  you  are  right,"  rei)lied  the  der- 
vise, who  found  he  was  not  able  to  contend 
with  me  ;  "I  own  I  never  thought  of  it.  I 
begin  already  to  be  uneasy  at  what  you  have 
represented  to  me.     Choose  which  ten  you 
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jilease,  ami  take  them,  and  go  on  in  God's 
keeping, " 

I  set  ten  apart ;  and  after  I  had  driven 
them  off,  I  put  them  in  the  road  to  follow 
my  others.  I  could  not  have  imagined  that 
the  der\-ise  -R-ould  he  so  easily  persuaded  to 
part  with  his  camels,  which  increased  my 
covetousness,  and  made  me  flatter  myself 
that  it  would  be  no  hard  matter  to  get  ten 
more.  AVherefore,  instead  of  thanking  him 
for  his  present,  I  said  to  him  again,  ' '  Brother, 
the  interest  I  take  in  your  repose  is  so  great, 
that  I  cannot  resolve  to  part  with  you  with- 
out desiring  you  to  consider  once  more  how 
difficult  a  thing  it  is  to  govern  thirty  loaded 
camels,  especially  for  you,  who  are  not  used 
to  such  work  ;  you  will  find  it  much  better 
to  return  me  as  many  more  back  as  you 
have  done  already.  What  I  tell  you  is  not 
for  my  own  sake  and  interest,  but  to  do  you 
the  greater  ijleasure.  Ease  yourself  then  of 
the  camels,  and  leave  them  to  me,  -nho  can 
manage  a  hundred  as  well  as  one." 

My  discourse  had  the  desired  effect  upon 
the  dervise,  who  gave  me,  without  any  hesi- 
tation, the  other  ten  camels;  so  that  he  had 
but  twenty  left,  and  I  was  master  of  sixty, 
and  might  boast  of  greater  riches  than  many 
sovereign  princes.  Any  one  would  have 
thought  I  should  now  have  been  content; 
but,  as  a  person  afflicted  with  a  dropsy,  the 
more  he  drinks  the  more  thirsty  he  is,  so  I 
became  more  gi'eedy  and  desirous  of  the 
other  twenty  camels. 

I  redoubled  my  solicitations,  prayers,  and 
imjiortunities,  to  make  the  dervise  conde- 
scend to  grant  me  ten  of  the  twenty,  which 
he  did  with  a  good  grace ;  and  as  to  the 
other  ten  he  had  left,  I  embraced  him, 
kissed  him,  and  caressed  him,  conjuring 
him  not  to  refuse  me,  but  to  complete  the 
obligation  I  shoidd  ever  have  to  him,  so  that 
he  crowned  my  joy  by  giving  me  them  also. 
"Make  a  good  use  of  them,  brother,"  said 
the  der\-ise  ;  "and  remember  that  God  can 
take  away  riches  as  well  as  give  them,  if  we 
do  not  assist  the  poor,  whom  He  reduces  to 
their  situation  on  piu-pose  that  the  rich  may 
merit  by  their  charity  a  greater  recompense 
in  the  other  world." 

]\Iy  blindness  was  so  great  that  I  could 
not  profit  by  so  wholesome  advice.  I  was 
not  content,  though  I  had  my  forty  camels 
again,  and  knew  they  were  loaded  with  an 
inestimable  treasure.  But  a  thought  came 
into  my  head,  that  the  little  box  of  pomatum 
which  the  derv-ise  shewed  me  had  something 
in  it  more  precious  than  all  the  riches  which 
I  was  obliged  to  him  for.  The  place  from 
whence  the  dervise  took  it,  said  I  to  myself, 
and  his  care  to  secure  it,  makes  me  believe 
there  is  something  mysterious  in  it.  This 
determined  me  to  do  something  to  obtain  it. 
I  had  just  embraced  him,  and  bade  him 
adieu;  and  as  I  turned  about  from  him,  I 


said,  "  "What  will  you  do  with  that  little  box 
of  pomatum  ?  It  seems  such  a  trifle,"  said  I, 
"it  is  not  worth  your  carrying  away.  J  en- 
treat you  to  make  me  a  present  of  it ;  for 
what  occasion  has  a  dervise,  as  you  are,  who 
has  renounced  the  vanities  of  the  world,  for 
pomatum?" 

Would  to  Heaven  he  had  refused  me  that 
box  !  But  if  he  had,  I  was  stronger  than 
him,  and  was  resolved  to  have  taken  it  from 
him  by  force  ;  that  for  my  complete  satisfac- 
tion it  might  not  be  said  he  had  carried  away 
the  smallest  part  of  the  treasure. 

The  dervise,  far  from  denying  me,  pre- 
sently pulled  it  out  of  his  bosom,  and  pre- 
senting it  to  me  with  the  best  grace  in  the 
world,  said,  "Here,  take  it,  brother,  and 
be  content :  if  I  coidd  do  more  for  you,  you 
needed  but  to  have  asked  for  it ;  I  am  ready 
to  satisfy  you." 

When  I  had  the  box  in  my  hand,  I  open- 
ed it,  and,  looking  at  the  pomatum,  said  to 
him,  ' '  Since  you  are  so  good,  I  am  sure  you 
will  not  refuse  me  this  one  favour,  to  tell 
me  the  particidar  use  of  this  pomatum." 

"  The  use  is  very  sui-pr  ising  and  wonderful, " 
replied  the  dervise  :  "if  you  apply  a  little  of 
this  pomatum  round  the  left  eye,  and  upon 
the  lid,  you  will  see  all  the  treasures  con- 
tained in  the  bosom  of  the  earth  ;  but  if  you 
apply  it  to  the  right  eye,  it  will  make  you 
blind." 

I  woidd  make  the  experiment  myself : 
"  Take  the  box,"  said  I  to  the  dervise,  "and 
apply  some  of  this  pomatum  to  my  left  eye  ; 
you  understand  how  to  do  it  better  than  I, 
for  I  long  to  experience  what  seems  so  in- 
credible to  me."  Accordingly  I  shut  my 
left  eye,  and  the  dervise  took  the  trouble  to 
apply  the  pomatum.  When  he  had  done, 
I  opened  my  eye,  and  was  convinced  he  had 
told  me  truth.  I  saw  immense  treasures, 
and  such  jirodigious  riches,  so  diversified, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  them  ;  but  as  I  was  obliged  to  keep 
my  right  eye  shut  -with  my  hand,  and  that 
tired  me,  I  desired  the  dervise  to  apply  some 
of  the  pomatum  to  that  eye. 

"I  am  ready  to  do  it,"  said  the  dervise; 
"but  you  must  remember  what  I  told  you, 
that  if  you  put  any  of  it  upon  your  right  eye, 
you  woidd  immediately  be  blind;  such  is 
the  virtue  of  the  pomatum." 

Far  from  being  jiersuaded  of  the  truth  of 
what  the  dervise  said,  I  imagined,  on  the 
contrary,  that  there  was  some  new  mystery 
whichhe  meant  to  hide  from  me.  "Brother," 
replied  I,  smiling,  "I  see  plainly  you  wish 
to  mislead  me  :  it  is  not  natural  that  this 
pomatum  should  have  two  such  contrary 
effects." 

"  The  thing  is  as  I  tell  you,"  replied  the 
derv'ise,  taking  the  name  of  God  to  bear 
witness :  "you  ought  to  believe  me,  for  I 
cannot  disguise  the  truth." 
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I  would  iiiit  believe  the  dervise,  Avlio 
spoke  like  an  honest  man.  My  insurmount- 
able desire  of  seeing  at  my  ease  all  the 
treasures  in  the  world,  and  perhaps  of  en- 
joying that  pleasure  as  often  as  I  had  a 
mind,  had  such  an  efl'ect  upon  me,  that  I 
could  not  hearken  to  his  remonstrances,  nor 
be  persuaded  of  what  was,  however,  but  too 
true,  as  to  my  great  misfortune  I  soon  ex- 
perienced. 

I  persuaded  myself  that  if  that  pomatum, 
by  being  applied  to  the  left  eye,  had  the 
virtue  of  shewing  me  aU  the  treasures  of 
the  earth,  by  being  apjilied  to  the  right,  it 
might  have  the  ])ower  of  putting  them  in 
luy  disposal.  Possessed  with  this  thought, 
I  obstinately  pressed  the  dervise  to  apply 
the  pomatum  to  my  right  eye  ;  but  he  as 
positively  refused  me.  "  Brother,"  said  he, 
"after  I  have  done  you  so  much  service,  I 
cannot  resolve  to  do  you  so  great  an  injury  : 
consider  with  yourself  what  a  misfortune  it 
is  to  be  deprived  of  one's  eye-sight ;  do  not 
reduce  me  to  the  hard  necessity  of  obliging 
you  in  a  thing  which  you  will  repent  of  aU 
your  life  after." 

1  persisted  in  my  obstinacy,  and  said  to 
him,  in  strong  terms,  "  Brother,  I  earnestly 
desire  you  to  lay  aside  all  the  difficulties 
you  start.  You  have  granted  me  most  ge- 
nerously all  that  I  have  asked  of  you  hi- 
therto, and  would  you  have  me  go  away 
dissatisfied  with  you  at  last  about  a  thing 
of  so  little  consequence  ?  For  God's  sake, 
grant  me  this  last  favour;  whatever  hap- 
pens, I  will  not  lay  the  blame  on  you,  but 
take  it  upon  myself  alone." 

The  dervise  made  all  the  resistance  pos- 
sible ;  but  seeing  that  I  was  able  to  force 
him  to  do  it,  he  said,  "  Since  yori  wiU  abso- 
lutely have  it  so,  I  will  satisfy  you ; "  and 
thereujjou  he  took  a  little  of  the  fatal  poma- 
tum, and  ajDplied  it  to  my  right  eye,  which 
I  kept  shut ;  but,  alas  !  when  I  came  to 
open  it,  I  coidd  distinguish  nothing  with 
cither  eye  but  thick  dai-kness,  and  became 
blind  as  you  see  me  now. 

"Ah !  dervise,"  cried  I  that  moment, 
"  what  you  foretold  me  is  but  too  true. 
Fatal  curiosity !  "  added  I,  "  insatiable 
desire  of  riches !  into  what  an  abyss  of 
miseries  have  you  cast  me  !  I  am  now  sen- 
sible what  a  misfortune  I  have  brought  upon 
myself ;  but  you,  dear  brother,"  cried  I, 
addressing  myself  to  the  dervise,  "  who  are 
so  charitable  and  good,  among  the  many 
■wonderful  secrets  you  are  acquainted  with, 
have  you  not  one  to  restore  to  me  my  sight 
again?" 

"Miserable  wretch!"  answered  the  der- 
vise, "if  you  would  have  been  advised  by 
me,  you  would  have  avoided  this  misfortune, 
but  you  have  your  deserts  ;  the  blindness 
of  your  mind  was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
your  eyes,     It  is  true  I  have  secrets,  and 


you,  in  the  little  time  1  have  been  with  you, 
might  know  I  have  ;  but  I  have  none  to 
restore  you  to  your  sight.  Pray  to  God,  if 
you  believe  there  is  one  ;  it  is  He  alone  that 
can  restore  it  to  you.  He  gave  you  riches, 
of  which  j'ou  were  unworthy,  and  takes 
them  from  you  again,  and  will,  by  my 
hands,  give  them  to  men  not  so  ungrateful 
as  yoii." 

The  dervise  said  no  more,  and  I  had  no- 
thing to  reply.  He  left  me  to  myself,  over- 
whelmed with  confusion,  and  plunged  in  in- " 
expressible  grief.  After  he  had  collected  my 
camels,  he  carried  them  away,  and  pursued 
the  road  to  Balsora. 

I  desired  him  not  to  leave  me  in  that  mi- 
serable condition,  but  to  conduct  me  at  least 
to  the  first  caravan  ;  but  he  was  deaf  to  my 
prayers  and  entreaties.  Thus,  deprived  of 
sight,  and  all  I  had  in  the  world,  I  should 
have  died  with  afiliction  and  hunger,  if  the 
next  day  a  caravan  returning  from  Balsora 
had  not  received  me  charitably,  and  brought 
me  back  to  Bagdad. 

After  this  manner  was  I  reduced  without 
remedy  from  a  condition  worthy  the  envy  of 
princes  for  riches  and  magnificence,  though 
not  for  power,  to  beggary  without  resource. 
I  had  no  other  way  to  subsist,  but  must  re- 
solve to  ask  charity,  which  1  have  done  till 
now.  But  to  expiate  my  oflence  against 
God,  T  enjoined  myself,  by  Avay  of  penance, 
a  box  on  the  ear  from  every  charitable  per- 
son that  should  commiserate  my  condition. 

This,  commander  of  the  faithful,  is  the 
motive  which  seemed  so  strange  to  your 
majesty  yesterday,  and  for  which  I  ought 
to  incur  your  indignation.  I  ask  your  pardon 
once  more  as  your  slave,  and  submit  to  re- 
ceive the  chastisement  I  deserve.  And  if 
you  vouchsafe  to  pronounce  anything  on 
the  penance  I  have  imposed  upon  myself,  I 
am  ready  to  undergo  it,  since  I  am  per- 
suaded you  think  it  too  slight  and  much  too 
little  for  my  crime. 

When  the  blind  man  had  made  an  end  of 
his  story,  the  caliph  said,  "  Baba  Abdalla, 
your  sin  is  great ;  but,  God  be  praised,  you 
know  both  the  enormity  of  that  and  your 
penance.  It  is  enough.  You  must  continue 
it  henceforth,  not  ceasing  to  ask  of  God 
pardon  for  it  in  every  prayer  your  religion 
obliges  you  to  say  daily  ;  and  that  you  may 
not  be  prevented  by  the  care  of  getting  your 
living,  I  will  settle  a  charity  on  you  during 
your  life  of  four  silver  drachmas  a  day, 
which  my  grand  vizier  shall  give  you  ;  there- 
fore do  not  go  away,  but  wait  till  he  has 
executed  my  orders." 

At  these  words,  Baba  Abdalla  prostrated 
himself  before  the  caliph's  throne,  and  rising 
up,  returned  him  thanks,  and  wished  him 
all  happiness  and  prosperity. 

The  caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  story  of  Baba  Abdalla  and 
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the  dervise,  addressed  himself  to  the  youug 
man  who  used  his  mare  so  ill,  and  asked  him 
his  name ;  to  which  he  replied  it  was  Sidi 
Konmau.  * 

"  Sidi  Nonman,  then,"  said  the  caliph,  "I 
have  seen  horses  exercised  all  my  life,  and 
have  often  exercised  them  myself,  but  never 
after  so  barbarous  a  manner  as  you  yester- 
day treated  your  mare  in  the  full  square,  to 
the  great  offence  of  all  the  spectators,  who 
murmured  loudly  at  it.  I  myself  was  not 
less  displeased,  and  had  like,  contrary  to  my 
intention,  to  have  discovered  who  I  was,  to 
have  remedied  that  disorder.  By  your  air 
and  behaviour  you  do  not  seem  to  be  a  bar- 
baroiis  and  cruel  man  ;  and  therefore  T  would 
fain  believe  that  yovi  had  reason  for  what 
you  did,  since  I  am  informed  that  this  was 
not  the  first  time,  but  that  you  practise  the 
same  thing  every  day.  I  would  know  what 
is  the  cause,  and  sent  for  you  for  that  pur- 
pose, that  you  should  tell  me  the  truth,  and 
disguise  nothing  from  me." 

Sidi  Nonman  soon  understood  what  the 
caliph  demanded  of  him.  The  relation  was 
painful  to  him.  He  changed  colour  several 
times,  and  could  not  help  shewing  how 
greatly  he  was  embarrassed.  However,  he 
must  resolve  to  tell  his  story  ;  but  before  he 
spoke,  he  prostrated  himself  before  the  ca- 
liph's throne,  and  after  he  rose  up  again, 
endeavoured  to  speak,  to  satisfy  the  calijdi, 
but  was  so  confounded,  not  so  much  at  the 
presence  of  the  caliph,  as  by  the  nature  of 
his  relation,  that  he  was  speechless. 

The  caliph,  notwithstanding  his  natural 
impatience  to  be  obeyed,  shewed  not  the 
least  anger  at  Sidi  Nonman's  silence ;  he 
saw  plainly  that  he  either  had  not  assurance 
to  speak  before  him,  or  was  intimidated  by 
the  tone  of  bis  voice  ;  or,  in  short,  tliat  there 
was  something  to  be  concealed  in  his  story. 

"  Sidi  Nonman,"  said  the  caliph,  to  en- 
courage him,  "recollect  yourself;  but  tell 
your  story  as  if  you  were  speaking  not  tc 
me,  but  to  your  most  familiar  friend.  If 
there  is  anything  in  your  relation  which 
troubles  you,  and  you  think  I  may  be  of- 
fended at  it,  I  pardon  you  now  :  therefore 
be  not  uneasy,  but  speak  boldly  and  freely, 
and  disguise  nothing." 

Sidi  Nonman,  encouraged  by  these  last 
■words  of  the  caliph,  said,  "Commander  of 
the  faithful,  whatever  apprehensions  a  man 
may  be  iinder  at  your  majesty's  presence, 
I  am  sensible  that  respectful  apprehension 
woiild  not  deprive  me  of  the  use  of  my  speech, 
so  as  to  fail  in  my  obedience  to  you,  in  giving 
you  satisfaction  in  any  other  matter  but 
this  j'ou  now  ask  of  me.  I  dare  not  say  I 
am  the  most  perfect  of  men  ;  yet  I  am  not 
wicked  enough  to  have  committed,  or  to 
have  had  an  intention  of  committing  any- 

*  In  the  French  it  is  Sidi  Nouman.  and  Noman  is 
the  name  of  u  king  of  one  of  the  dynasties  iu  Herbelot. 


thing  against  the  laws,  to  fear  their  seve- 
rity ;  and  yet  I  cannot  say  I  am  exempt 
from  sin  through  ignorance.  In  this  case  I 
do  not  say  that  I  depend  upon  your  majesty's 
pardon,  but  wdl  submit  myself  to  your  jus- 
tice, and  receive  the  punishment  I  deserve. 
J  own  that  the  manner  in  which  I  have  for 
some  time  treated  my  mare,  and  which  your 
majesty  was  witness  of,  is  strange  and  cruel, 
and  sets  an  ill  example  :  but  I  hojjc  you  will 
think  the  motive  well  grounded,  and  that  I 
am  more  worthy  of  compassion  than  chas- 
tisement :  but  not  to  keep  your  majesty 
any  longer  in  suspense  by  a  long  preamble, 
I  will  tell  you  my  story." 

THE  STORY  OF  SIDI  XON.MAN. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  said  Sidi 
Nonman,  I  shall  not  trouble  your  majesty 
with  my  birth,  which  is  not  illustrious 
enough  to  merit  your  attention.  For  my 
fortune,  my  parents,  by  their  good  economy, 
left  me  enough  to  live  on  like  an  honest 
man,  free  from  ambition,  or  being  burden- 
some to  any  one. 

With  these  advantages,  the  only  thing 
that  I  wanted  to  render  my  happiness  com- 
plete, was  an  amiable  wife,  who  might  share 
them  with  me  ;  but  that  was  a  blessing  it 
did  not  please  God  to  grant  me  :  on  the  con- 
trary, it  -v^'as  my  misfortune  to  have  one 
who,  the  very  next  day  after  our  wedding, 
began  to  exercise  my  patience  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  conceived  by  any  one  that  has  not 
had  the  same  trial. 

As  it  is  a  custom  for  us  to  marry  without 
seeing  or  knowing  whom  we  are  to  marry, 
your  majesty  is  sensible  that  a  husband  has 
no  reason  to  complain,  when  he  iinds  that 
the  wife  that  has  been  chosen  for  him  is  not 
horribly  ugly  and  deformed,  and  that  her 
carriage,  wit,  and  behaviour  make  amends 
for  any  slight  imperfections  of  the  body. 

The  lirst  time  I  saw  my  wife  with  her  face 
uncovered,  after  she  was  brought  home  with 
the  usual  ceremonies  to  my  house,  I  rejoiced 
to  find  that  I  had  not  been  imposed  upon  in 
the  description  of  her  person,  which  pleased 
me,  and  she  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  my 
inclination. 

The  next  day  after  our  wedding,  when 
our  dinner  was  served  up.  which  consisted 
of  several  dishes,  I  went  into  the  room 
where  the  cloth  was  laid,  and  not  finding 
my  wife  there,  ordered  her  to  be  called. 
After  making  me  wait  a  long  time,  at  last 
she  came.  I  dissembled  my  impatience,  and 
we  sat  down  to  table,  and  I  began  with  the 
rice,  which  I  took  up  with  a  spoon,  as 
usual. 

On  the  other  hand,  my  wife,  instead  of 
making  use  of  a  spoon,  as  everybody  does, 
puUed  a  little  case  out  of  her  pocket,  and 
took  out  of  it  a  kind  of  car-picker,  with 
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which  she  picked  up  the  rice,  and  put  it  into 
htr  mouth,  grain  by  grain. 

Surprised  at  this  manner  of  eating,  I 
said  to  her,  "  Amina,"  wliieh  was  her  name, 
"  are  you  used  to  eat  rice  so  in  your  family, 
or  do  you  do  it  because  you  are  a  little  eater, 
or  would  you  count  the  grains,  that  you  may 
not  eat  more  at  one  time  than  another  ?  If 
you  do  it  out  of  savingness,  or  to  teach  me 
not  to  be  extravagant,  you  have  no  reason 
to  fear  that,  and  I  can  assure  you  we  shall 
not  ruin  ourselves  that  way.  We  have,  God 
be  thanked,  enough  to  live  at  our  case, 
without  depriving  ourselves  o'f  necessaries. 
Do  not  restrain  yourself,  my  dear  Amina, 
but  eat  as  you  see  me  eat."  The  kind  man- 
ner in  which  I  made  these  remonstrances 
might  have  produced  some  obliging  answer ; 
but  she,  without  saying  a  woi'd,  continued 
to  eat  after  the  same  manner.  At  last,  to 
make  me  the  more  uneasy,  she  ate  a  grain 
of  rice  occasionally;  and  instead  of  eating 
any  of  the  other  meats  with  me,  she  only 
now  and  then  put  some  crumbs  of  bread  into 
her  mouth,  but  not  so  much  as  a  sparroAV 
would  have  eaten. 

I  was  very  much  provoked  at  her  obsti- 
nacy; but  yet,  to  indulge  and  excuse  her,  I 
imagined  that  she  had  not  been  used  to  eat 
with  men,  much  more  with  a  husband,  before 
whom  she  might  jjcrhaps  have  been  taught 
to  restrain  herself ;  but  at  the  same  time 
thought  she  carried  it  too  far  out  of  jiure 
simplicity.  I  fancied  again  that  she  might 
have  breakfasted  late,  or  that  she  might 
nave  a  mind  to  eat  alone,  and  more  at 
liberty.  These  considerations  prevented  me 
from  saying  any  more  to  her  then,  to  rufHe 
her  temper,  or  to  shew  any  sign  of  dissatis- 
faction. After  dinner  I  left  her,  but  not 
with  an  air  that  shewed  any  displeasure. 

At  supper  she  did  the  same  thing ;  and 
the  next  day,  and  every  time  we  ate  toge- 
ther, behaved  herself  after  the  same  manner. 
I  knew  it  was  impossible  for  a  woman  to 
live  on  so  little  food  as  she  took,  and  that 
there  was  some  mystery  in  it,  which  I  did 
not  understand.  This  made  me  resolve  to 
dissemble  ;  I  ajjpeared  to  take  no  notice  of 
her  actions,  in  hopes  that  time  would  bring 
her  to  live  with  me  as  I  desired  she  should. 
But  my  hopes  were  in  vain,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  I  was  convinced  they  were  so. 

One  night,  when  Amina  thought  me  fast 
asleep,  she  got  out  of  bed  softly,  and  dressed 
herself  with  great  precaution,  not  to  make 
a  noise  for  fear  of  waking  me.  T  could  not 
comi)rehend  what  her  design  was,  but  curio- 
sity made  me  feign  a  sound  sleep ;  and  as 
soon  as  she  had  dressed  herself,  she  went 
softly  out  of  the  room  without  making  any 
noise. 

As  soon  as  she  was  gone  out,  T  got  up, 
threw  my  gown  over  my  shoulders,  and  had 
time  enough  to  see  by  a  window,  that  looked 


into  my  courtyard,  that  she  opened  the  street 
door  and  went  out. 

T  ran  presently  down  to  the  door,  which 
she  left  half  open,  and  followed  her  by  moon- 
light, till  I  saw  her  go  iuto  a  biirying-ground 
just  by  our  house.  I  got  to  the  end  of  the 
wall,  taking  care  not  to  be  seen,  and  looking 
over,  saw  Amina  with  a  goule. 

Your  majesty  knows  that  the  goules  of 
both  sexes  are  wandering  demons,  which 
generally  infest  old  buildings ;  from  whence 
they  rush  out,  by  surprise,  on  people  that 
pass  by,  kill  them,  and  eat  their  Hesh ;  and 
for  want  of  such  prey,  will  sometimes  go  in 
the  night  into  burying-grounds,  and  feed 
upon  dead  bodies  which  they  dig  up. 

I  Avas  in  a  terrible  surprise  to  see  my  wife 
with  this  goule.  They  dug  up  a  dead  body 
which  had  been  buried  but  that  day,  and 
the  goule  cut  off  pieces  of  the  llesh,  which 
they  ate  together  by  the  grave-side,  con- 
versing together  very  quietly  during  their 
cruel  and  inhuman  repast.  But  I  was  too 
far  off  to  hear  their  discourse,  which  must 
have  been  as  strange  as  their  repast,  the 
remembrance  of  which  still  makes  me  shud- 
der. 

When  they  had  made  an  end  of  this  hor- 
rible feast,  they  threw  the  dead  body  iuto 
the  grave  again,  and  fiUed  it  up  with  the 
earth  they  had  dug  out.  I  left  them  at  their 
work,  and  made  haste  home,  and  leaving 
the  door  half  open,  as  I  f  otmd  it,  went  iuto 
my  chamber,  and  to  bed  again,  where  I 
pretended  to  be  fast  asleep. 

Soon  afterwards  Amina  retm-ned  w-ithout 
the  least  noise,  undressed  herself,  and  came 
to  bed  again,  rejoiced,  as  T  imagined,  that 
she  had  succeeded  so  well  without  being 
discovered. 

My  mind  was  so  fuU  of  the  idea  of  so  bar- 
barous and  abominable  an  action  as  I  had 
seen,  that  I  felt  a  great  reluctance  to  lie  by 
a  person  who  had  been  guilty  of  it,  and  was 
a  long  time  before  I  coidd  fall  asleep  again. 
Howevei-,  I  got  a  short  nap ;  but  waked  at 
the  first  call  to  public  jirayers  at  daybreak, 
got  up,  dressed  myself,  and  went  to  the 
mosque. 

After  prayers,  I  went  out  of  the  town, 
and  spent  the  morning  in  walldng  in  the 
gardens,  and  thinking  Avhat  I  shoidd  do  to 
oblige  my  Avife  to  change  her  mamier  of  life. 
I  rejected  all  the  violent  measures  that  came 
into  my  thoughts,  and  I  resolved  to  use  all 
gentle  means  to  cure  that  unhappy  inclina- 
tion of  hers  :  and  these  thoughts  brought 
me  insensibly  home  by  dinner-time. 

As  soon  as  Amina  saw  me  come  in,  she 
ordered  dinner  to  be  served  up  ;  and  as  I 
saw  she  persisted  in  the  same  manner  of 
eating  rice  by  single  grains,  I  said  to  her, 
with  all  the  moderation  possible,  "  You 
know,  Amina,  what  reason  I  have  to  be  sur- 
prised, when,  the  next  day  after  our  mar- 
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liage,  I  saw  yoii  eat  rice  in  so  small  a  quan- 
tity, and  in  a  manner  wliicli  would  have 
offended  any  other  husband  but  me.  You 
know,  also,  I  contented  myself  with  telling 
you  that  I  was  uneasy  at  it,  and  desired 
you  to  eat  of  the  other  meats,  which  I 
ordered  to  be  dressed  several  ways,  to  endea- 
vour to  suit  your  taste ;  and  I  am  sui-e  my 
table  did  not  want  for  variety  :  but  all  my 
remonstrances  have  had  no  effect  upon  you, 
and  you  jiersist  in  your  old  way.  I  have 
said  nothing,  because  I  would  not  constrain 
you,  and  shoiUd  be  sorry  that  anything  I 
now  say  should  make  you  uneasy  ;  but  tell 
me,  Amina,  I  conjure  you,  are  not  the  meats 
served  up  at  my  table  better  than  dead 
ilesh?" 

I  had  no  sooner  pronounced  these  last 
words,  but  Amina,  who  perceived  that  I  had 
watched  her  last  night,  flew  into  a  rage  be- 
yond imagination.  Her  face  was  as  red  as 
scarlet,  her  eyes  ready  to  start  out  of  her 
head,  and  she  foamed  with  passion. 

The  ten-ible  condition  T  saw  her  in  fright- 
ened me  so  much,  that  I  stood  motionless, 
and  was  not  able  to  defend  myself  against 
the  horrible  wickedness  she  meditated 
against  me,  and  which  ■sioU.  surprise  your 
majesty.  Tn  the  violence  of  her  passion, 
she  dipped  her  hand  into  a  basin  of  water, 
v.hich  stood  just  by  her,  and  muttering  be- 
tween her  teeth  some  words,  which  I  coidd 
not  hear,  she  threw  some  water  in  my  face, 
and  said  to  me  in  a  furious  tone,  "Wretch, 
receive  the  punishment  of  thy  curiosity,  and 
become  a  dog." 

Iso  sooner  had  Amina,  whom  I  knew  not 
to  be  a  sorceress  till  then,  pronounced  these 
diabolical  words,  but  I  was  immediately 
changed  into  a  dog.  My  amazement  and 
surjirise  at  so  sudden  and  unexpected  a 
change  prevented  my  thinking  at  lirst  of 
providing  for  my  safety,  till  she  took  up  a 
great  stick  to  beat  me,  with  which  she  laid 
on  such  heavy  blows,  that  I  wonder  they  did 
not  kill  me.  I  thought  to  have  esca])ed  her 
rage  by  running  into  the  yard;  but  she 
pursued  me  Avith  the  same  fury,  and,  not- 
withstanding all  my  activity,  I  could  not 
avoid  her  blows.  At  last,  when  she  Avas 
tired  of  rimning  after  me  and  beating  me, 
and  in  despair  that  she  had  not  killed  me, 
as  she  desired,  she  thought  of  a  new  way  to 
do  it.  She  half  opened  the  street  door,  that 
she  might  squeeze  me  to  death  in  it,  as  I 
ran  out  to  preserve  my  life.  Dog  as  I  was, 
I  presently  perceived  her  pernicious  design ; 
and  as  j)resent  danger  insi^ires  a  presence  of 
mind,  to  elude  her  vigilance  I  watched  her 
face  and  motions  so  well,  that  I  took  my 
opportunity,  and  passed  through  quick 
enough  to  save  my  life,  and  escape  her 
malice,  though  she  pinched  the  end  of  my 
tail. 

The  pain  I  felt  made  me  cry  out  and  howl 


as  I  ran  along  the  streets,  which  brought  aU 
the  dogs  out  upon  me,  and  I  got  bit  by  seve- 
ral of  them ;  but  to  avoid  their  pursuit,  I 
ran  into  the  shop  of  a  man  who  sold  boiled 
sheep's  heads,  tongues,  and  feet,  where  I 
saved  myself. 

The  man  at  first  took  my  part  with  much 
compassion,  by  driving  away  the  dogs  that 
followed  me,  and  would  have  run  into  his 
house.  My  first  care  was  to  creep  into  a 
corner  to  hide  myself ;  but  I  found  not  the 
sanctuary  and  jirotection  I  hoped  for.  ]\Iy 
host  was  one  of  those  extravagantly  super- 
stitious persons  who  think  dogs  imcleau 
creatures,  and  if  by  chance  one  should  ha])- 
jjen  to  touch  them  in  the  streets,  cannot  use 
soap  and  water  enough  to  wash  their  gar- 
ments clean.  .Aiter  the  dogs  who  chased 
me  were  all  dispersed  and  gone,  he  did  all 
he  coidd  to  drive  me  out  of  his  house  that 
day ;  but  I  was  hid,  and  out  of  his  reach,  and 
spent  that  night  in  his  .shop  in  spite  of  him; 
and  indeed  I  had  need  of  rest,  to  I'ecover 
after  Amina's  ill-treatment. 

But  not  to  weary  your  majesty  with  tri- 
fling circumstances,  T  shall  not  particularise 
the  melancholy  reflections  1  made  on  my 
metamorphosis  ;  but  only  tell  you,  that  my 
host  going  out  the  next  morning  to  lay  in  a 
stock  of  sheep's  heads,  tongues,  and  trotter.s, 
when  he  returned  he  opened  his  shop,  and 
while  he  was  laying  out  his  goods,  I  crept 
out  of  my  corner,  and  got  among  some  other 
dogs  of  the  neighbom-hood,  who  had  follow- 
ed my  host  by  the  scent  of  his  meat,  and 
surroimded  the  shop,  in  expectation  of  hav- 
ing some  thrown  to  them.  I  joined  them, 
and  put  myself  among  them  in  a  begging 
posture.  My  host  observing  me,  and  con- 
sidering that  I  had  eaten  nothing  while  I 
lay  in  the  shop,  distinguished  me  from  the 
rest,  by  throwing  me  larger  pieces  of  meat, 
and  oftener  than  the  other  dogs.  After  ha 
had  given  me  as  much  as  he  thought  fit,  I 
looked  at  him  earnestly,  and  wagged  my 
tail,  to  shew  him  I  begged  he  would  repeat 
his  favours.  But  he  Avas  inflexible,  and 
opposed  my  entrance  with  a  stick  in  his 
hand,  and  with  so  unkind  a  look,  that  I  was 
forced  to  go  and  seek  a  new  habitation. 

vSome  houses  farther  I  stopped  at  a  baker's 
shop,  who  was  of  a  lively  gay  temper,  quite 
the  reverse  of  the  other  man,  who  Avas  eaten 
up  Avith  melancholy.  He  Avas  then  at  break- 
fast, and  though  I  made  no  sign  that  I  asked 
for  anything,  he  thrcAV  me  a  bit  of  bread. 
Instead  of  catching  it  up  greedily,  as  other 
dogs  do,  I  looked  at  him,  moving  my  head 
and  Avagging  my  tail,  to  shew  my  gratitude, 
at  Avhich  he  was  mightily  jileased,  and 
smiled.  Though  I  Avas  not  hungry,  I  ate 
the  piece  of  bread  to  please  him,  and  I  ate 
sloAvly,  to  shcAV  him  that  it  Avas  out  of  re- 
spect to  him.  He  observed  this,  and  let  me 
oontimic  near  the  shop.     I  sat  down  and 
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tiiiuwl  myself  to  the  street,  to  shew  him  1 
"illy  tlieu  wanted  his  iirotectiou  ;  which  he 
not  only  granted,  bnt  by  his  caresses  en- 
couraged me  to  come  into  the  house.  This 
I  did  iu  a  way  that  shewed  it  was  with  his 
h'ave.  He  was  jileased,  and  shewed  me  a 
jilaee  where  to  lie,  which  I  took  possession 
of,  and  kept  while  I  lived  with  him.  I  was 
always  well  treated ;  and  whenever  he 
breakfasted,  dined,  or  supped,  I  had  my 
share  of  provisions ;  and,  for  my  ])ai-t,  I 
loved  him,  and  %\a.s  as  faithful  as  gratitude 
reipurcd  of  me.  I  always  had  my  eyes  upon 
him,  and  he  scarce  stivred  out  of  doors,  or 
went  into  the  city  on  business,  but  I  was  at 
his  heels.  I  was  the  more  exact,  because  I 
l)erceivcd  my  attention  pleased  him  ;  for 
whenever  he  went  out,  without  giving  me 
time  to  see  him,  he  would  call  Chance, 
which  was  the  name  he  gave  me. 

At  this  name  I  used  to  sjtriug  from  my 
place,  jump,  and  caper,  and  run  before  the 
door,  and  never  ceased  fawning  on  him  till 
he  went  out ;  and  then  I  always  either  fol- 
lowed him,  or  i-au  before  him,  always  look- 
ing at  him  to  shew  my  joy. 

I  had  lived  some  time  with  this  baker, 
when  a  woman  came  one  day  into  the  shoji 
to  buy  some  bread,  and  giving  my  master  a 
piece  of  bad  money,  among  some  good,  he 
perceived  it,  returned  it,  and  asked  for 
another. 

The  woman  refused  to  take  it  again,  and 
affirmed  it  to  be  good.  The  baker  main- 
tained the  contrary,  and  in  the  dispute  told 
the  woman  he  was  sure  that  the  jnece  of 
money  was  so  visibly  false,  that  liis  dog 
could  distinguish  it ;  iipon  which  he  called 
Chance,  Chance,  and  I  jumped  immediately 
on  the  counter,  and  the  baker  throwing  the 
money  do^ra  before  me,  said,  "  See,  and  teU 
me  which  of  these  pieces  is  bad  !  "  I  looked 
over  all  the  jiieces  of  money,  and  then  sef 
my  paw  upon  that  which  was  bad,  separated 
it  from  the  rest,  looking  in  my  master's  face 
to  shew  it  him. 

The  baker,  who  only  called  me  to  banter 
the  "woman,  was  very  much  surprised  to  see 
mo  so  immediately  pitch  upon  the  bad 
jnoney.  The  woman  thus  convicted  had 
nothing  to  say  for  herself,  but  was  obliged 
to  give  another  piece  instead  of  the  bad  one. 
As  soon  as  she  was  gone,  my  master  called 
in  some  neighbours,  and  enlarged  very  much 
upon  my  capacity,  telling  them  what  had 
happened. 

The  neighbours  all  desired  to  make  the 
experiment,  and  of  all  the  bad  money  they 
shewed  me,  mixed  with  good,  there  was  not 
one  on  which  I  did  not  set  my  paw,  and 
separate  the  bad  money  from  the  good. 

The  woman  for  her  part  was  sure  to  tell 
everybody  she  met  what  had  happened  ;  in- 
somuch that  the  fame  of  my  skill  in  distin- 
guishing good  money  from  bad  was  not  only 


spread  throughout  the  neighbourhood,  but 
over  all  that  j'art  of  the  town,  and  insensibly 
through  the  whole  city. 

I  had  business  enough  every  day  ;  for  I 
was  obliged  to  shew  my  skill  to  aU  customers 
that  came  to  buy  bread  of  my  master.  In 
short,  my  reputation  procured  my  master 
more  business  tliau  he  could  manage,  and 
brought  him  customers  from  the  most  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  town;  and  this  run  of 
business  lasted  so  long,  that  my  master  owned 
to  his  friends  and  neighbours  that  1  was  a 
treasure  to  him. 

My  little  knowledge  made  many  people 
envy  my  master's  good  fortune,  and  lay 
traps  to  steal  mc  away,  which  obliged  him 
always  to  keep  me  m  his  sight.  One  day 
a  Moman  came,  out  of  curiosity,  to  buy  some 
bread  like  the  rest,  and  seeing  me  sit  upon 
the  counter,  threw  down  before  me  six  pieces 
of  money,  among  which  was  one  that  was 
bad.  1  separated  it  presently  from  the  good, 
and  setting  my  paw  upon  it,  looked  in  the 
woman's  face,  as  miich  as  to  say,  "Is  it  not 
so?"  The  woman,  looking  at  me,  replied, 
"Yes,  you  are  in  the  right;  it  is  bad." 
And  staying  some  time  in  the  shqji,  to  look 
at  and  admire  me,  at  last  paid  my  master 
for  his  bread,  and  when  she  went  out  of  the 
shop,  made  a  sign,  unknown  to  him,  for  me 
to  foUow  her. 

I  was  always  attentive  to  any  means  to 
deliver  myself  out  of  so  strange  a  metamor- 
l)hosis,  and  had  observed  that  the  woman 
examined  me  with  an  extraordinary  atten- 
tion. I  imagined  that  she  might  know  some- 
thing of  my  misfortune,  and  the  melancholy 
condition  I  was  reduced  to  ;  however,  I  let 
her  go,  and  contented  myself  with  looking 
at  her.  After  walking  two  or  three  steps, 
she  turned  aboiit,  and  seeing  that  I  only 
looked  at  her,  without  stirring  out  of  my 
place,  she  made  me  another  sign  to  follow 
her. 

Without  deliberating  any  longer,  and  ob- 
serving that  my  master  the  baker  was  busy 
cleaning  his  oven  to  put  bread  into  it,  and 
did  not  mind  me,  I  jumped  off  the  coimter, 
and  followed  the  woman,  who  seemed  over- 
joyed. 

After  I  had  got  some  way,  she  stopped  at 
a  house,  opened  the  door,  and  called  to  me 
to  come  in,  saying,  "  You  will  not  rejient 
following  me."  When  I  had  got  in,  she  shut 
the  door,  and  carried  me  to  her  chamber, 
where  I  saw  a  beautiful  young  lady  working 
embroidery.  This  lady,  who  was  daughter 
to  the  charitable  woman  who  had  brought 
me  from  the  baker's  shop,  was  a  very  skilful 
magician,  as  I  found  afterwards. 

"Daughter,"  said  the  mother,  "I  have 
brought  you  the  famous  baker's  dog,  that 
can  tell  good  money  from  bad.  You  know 
I  gave  you  my  thoughts  on  that  matter 
when  I  first  heard  of  him,  and  told  you  I 
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fancied  he  was  a  man  changed  into  a  dog  by- 
some  wicked  trick.  To-day  I  bethought  raj-- 
self  of  going  to  buy  some  bread  of  that  baker, 
and  was  myself  a  witness  of  the  wonders 
performed  by  this  dog,  who  has  made  such 
extraordinary  noise  in  Bagdad.  What  say 
you,  daughter,  am  I  deceived  in  my  conjec- 
ture?" "Mother,  you  are  not,"  answered 
the  daughter,  "and  I  will  make  it  appear  so." 

The  young  lady  immediately  got  up,  ])ut 
her  hand  into  a  basin  of  water,  and  throwing 
some  upon  me,  said,  "If  thou  wert  born  a 
dog,  remain  so  ;  but  if  thou  wert  born  a 
man,  resume  thy  former  shape  by  the  virtue 
of  this  water. "  At  that  instant  the  enchant- 
ment was  broken,  and  I  became  a  man  as 
before. 

Penetrated  with  the  greatness  of  this  kind- 
ness, I  threw  myself  at  my  deliverer's  feet ; 
and  after  I  had  kissed  the  hem  of  her  gar- 
ment, I  said,  "My  dear  deliverer,  I  am  so 
sensible  of  your  exceeding  and  unparalleled 
goodness  towards  a  stranger,  as  I  am,  that  I 
beg  of  you  to  tell  me  yourself  what  I  shall 
do  to  shew  my  gratitude  ;  or  rather  dispose 
of  me  as  a  slave,  to  whom  j-ou  have  a  just 
right,  since  I  am  no  more  my  own,  but  en- 
tirely yours  :  and  that  you  may  know  who  I 
am,  I  W'ill  tell  you  my  story  in  as  few  words 
as  possible." 

After  I  had  told  her  who  I  was,  I  gav j  her 
an  accoimt  of  my  man-iage  with  Amina,  of 
the  complaisance  I  shewed  her,  mj'^  patic  n  .-e 
in  bearing  with  her  humour,  her  extra- 
ordinary behaviour,  and  the  indignity  with 
which  she  treated  me  out  of  inconceivable 
wickedness,  and  tini.shed  my  story  with  my 
transformation,  and  thanking  her  mother  for 
the  inexpressible  hajjpiness  she  had  i)rocured 
me. 

"Sidi  Nouman,"  said  the  daughter  to  me, 
"let  us  not  talk  of  the  obligation  you  say 
you  owe  me ;  it  is  enough  for  me  that  I  have 
done  any  service  to  so  honest  a  man  as  you 
are.  But  let  us  talk  a  little  of  Amina  your 
wife.  I  was  acquainted  w  ith  her  before  your 
marriage  ;  and  as  I  know  her  to  be  a  magi- 
cian, she  also  is  sensiljle  that  I  have  some 
knowledge  of  that  art,  since  we  both  leanit 
it  of  the  same  mistress.  Wo  often  meet  at 
the  V)atlis,  but  as  our  tempers  are  diflerent, 
I  avoid  all  opportunities  of  contracting  an 
intimacy  with  her,  which  is  no  ditiicult 
matter,  as  she  does  the  same  by  me.  I  am 
not  at  all  suqirised  at  her  wickedness  ;  but 
what  I  have  akeady  done  for  you  is  not 
sufficient ;  I  will  complete  what  I  have  be- 
gun. It  is  not"  enough  to  have  broken  the 
enchantment  by  wliich  she  has  excluded  yoii 
from  the  society  of  men.  You  must  punish 
her  as  she  deserves,  l)y  going  home  again, 
and  assuming  the  authority  which  belongs 
to  you.  I  will  give  you  the  proper  means. 
Converse  a  little  with  my  mother  till  I  come 
back." 


My  deliveress  went  into  a  closet,  and 
while  she  was  there,  I  repeated  my  obliga- 
tion to  the  mother  as  well  as  daughter.  She 
said  to  me,  "You  see  my  daughter  has  as 
great  skill  in  the  magic  art  as  Amina  ;  Init 
makes  so  good  a  use  of  it,  that  you  would 
be  suqirised  to  know  the  good  she  has  done, 
and  daily  does  with  it.  This  induces  me  to 
let  her  practise  it ;  for  I  shoidd  not  permit 
her,  if  I  perceived  she  made  an  Ul  use  of  it 
in  the  smallest  instance." 

The  mother  began  to  relate  some  of  the 
wonders  she  had  seen  her  do,  when  she  came 
into  the  room  again,  with  a  little  bottle  in 
her  hand.  "Sidi  Nonman,"  said  she,  "my 
books,  which  I  have  been  consulting,  tell  me 
that  Amina  is  now-  abroad,  but  wiU  be  at 
home  presently.  They  also  inform  me,  she 
pretended  before  your  servants  to  be  very 
uneasy  at  your  absence,  and  made  them 
believe  that  at  dinner  you  recollected  some 
1)usiness  which  obliged  you  to  go  out  again 
immediately ;  that  as  you  went  out,  you  left 
the  door  open,  and  a  dog  came  into  the  haU 
where  she  was  at  dinner,  and  she  beat  him 
out  with  a  great  stick. 

"Take  this  little  bottle  and  go  home  imme- 
diately, and  w-ait  in  your  own  chamber  till 
she  comes  in,  which  will  not  be  long.  As 
soon  as  she  comes  home,  run  down  into  the 
yard,  and  meet  her  face  to  face.  In  her  sur- 
prise to  see  you  return  so  unexpectedly,  she 
will  turn  her  back  to  rim  away  ;  then  be  sure 
to  have  the  bottle  ready,  and  throw  some  of 
the  liquor  it  contains  upon  her,  pronouncing 
at  the  same  time  these  words  boldly.  '  Re- 
ceive the  chastisement  of  thy  wickedness.' 
I  will  tell  you  no  morej  you  wiU  see  the 
effect." 

After  these  words  I  took  my  leave  of  my 
benefactress  and  her  mother,  with  all  the 
testimonies  of  the  most  perfect  gratitude, 
and  a  sincere  protestation  never  to  forget  my 
obligation  to  them  ;  and  then  went  home. 

All  things  hajipened  as  the  young  magi- 
cian foretold.  Amina  was  not  long  before 
she  came  home.  As  she  came  up  the  yard, 
I  met  her  with  the  water  in  my  hand.  As 
soon  as  she  saw  me,  she  shrieked  out ;  and 
as  she  turned  about  to  nm  to  the  door,  I 
threw  the  liquor  upon  her,  pronouncing  the 
words  which  the  young  magician  taught  me, 
and  she  was  instantly  changed  into  the  same 
mare  which  your  majesty  saw  me  upon 
yesterday. 

At  that  instant,  in  the  surprise  she  was  in, 
I  seized  her  by  the  mane,  and  notwithstand- 
ing her  resistance,  led  her  into  the  stable, 
where  I  jjut  a  halter  upon  her  head,  and 
when  I  had  tied  her  to  the  rack,  reproach- 
ing her  with  her  baseness,  I  chastised  her 
with  a  whip  till  I  was  tired,  and  i>uuished 
her  every  day  since  after  the  same  manner. 
"I  hope,  commander  of  the  faithful,"  con- 
tinued Sidi  Konman,  making  an  end  of  his 
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story,  "your  majesty  will  not  <lisapiirove  of 
my  conduct,  ami  will  think  1  have  shewn  so 
wicked  and  pernicious  a  AV(unau  more  iu- 
dul.ifence  than  she  deserved." 

When  the  caliph  found  that  Sidi  Nonman 
had  no  more  to  say,  lie  said  to  him,  "Your 
story  is  very  singular,  and  the  wickedness 
of  your  wife  inexcusable  ;  therefore  I  do  not 
absolutely  condemn  the  chastisement  you 
have  hitherto  given  her ;  but  I  would  Lave 
j'ou  consider  how  great  a  punishment  it  is  to 
bo  reduced  to  the  condition  of  beasts,  and 
Avifili  you  woidd  be  content  with  that  chas- 
tisement. I  would  order  you  to  go  and 
address  yoTxrself  to  the  young  magician,  to 
^^ave  the  enchantment  and  inetamorj^bosis 
she  has  inllictcd,  but  that  I  know  the  obsti- 
nacy and  incorrigible  cruelty  of  magicians  of 
both  sexes,  who  abuse  their  art ;  and  were 
I  not  ajiprehensive  that  the  second  effect  of 
your  wife's  revenge  would  be  more  violent 
than  the  lirst." 

The  caliph,  who  was  naturally  mild  and 
compassionate  to  all  sufTerers,  after  lie  had 
declared  his  mind  to  Sidi  Nonman,  addressed 
himself  to  the  third  pei-son  the  grand  vizier 
(Jiafar  had  summoned  to  attend  him.  "  Co- 
gia  Hassan,"  said  he,  "  jiassing  yesterday 
by  your  house,  it  seemed  so  magnificent  that 
1  had  a  curiosity  to  know  to  whom  it  be- 
longed, and  was  told  that  you,  whose  trade 
is  so  mean  that  a  man  can  scarce  get  his 
bread  by  it,  have  built  this  house  after  you 
had  followed  this  trade  some  years.  I  was 
likewise  informed  that  you  make  a  good 
use  of  the  riches  God  has  blessed  you  with, 
and  your  neighbours  speak  well  of  you. 

"All  this  pleases  me  well,"  added  the 
caliph,  "and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  means 
by  which  Pi-ovidence  has  been  pleased  to 
bestow  these  gifts  on  you  must  have  been 
very  extraordinary.  I  am  curious  to  know 
them  from  your  own  mouth,  and  sent  for 
you  on  purpose  to  have  that  satisfaction. 
Sjieak  sincerely,  that  wbeii  I  know  your 
story,  I  may  rejoice  in  your  good  fortune. 

"  But  that  you  may  not  susjicct  my  curio- 
sity, and  believe  that  I  have  any  other  in- 
terest than  what  I  tell  you,  I  declare,  that 
far  from  having  any  pretensions,  I  give  you 
my  word  you  shall  enjoy  freely  all  you  have 
got." 

On  tliese  assurances  of  the  caliph,  Cogia 
Hassan  prostrated  himself  before  his  throne, 
with  his  forehead  do\\'ii  to  the  carpet,  and 
when  he  rose  up  again,  said,  "Commander 
of  the  faithful,  any  other  person  but  myself 
might  have  been  alarmed  at  having  been 
summoned  to  appear  before  your  majesty; 
but  knowing  that  my  conscience  was  clear, 
and  that  I  had  committed  nothing  against 
the  laws  nor  your  majesty,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, had  always  the  most  respectful  senti- 
ments and  tlie  profoundest  veneration  for 
your  person,  my  only  fear  was,  that  I  should 


not  be  able  to  support  the  lustre  of  your 
throne.  But  nevertheless,  on  the  public  re- 
port of  your  majesty's  receiving  favourably, 
and  hearing  the  meanest  of  your  subjects,  I 
took  courage,  and  never  doubted  but  I  should 
have  conlidence  enough  to  give  you  all  the 
satisfaction  you  should  require  of  me.  Be- 
sides, your  majesty  has  given  me  a  proof  of 
your  goodness,  by  granting  me  your  protec- 
tion before  you  know  whether  I  deserve  it. 
Nevertheless,  I  hope  you  will  retain  the 
advantageous  sentiments  you  have  of  me, 
when,  in  obedience  to  your  command,  I  shall 
relate  my  adventures  to  you." 

After  this  little  compliment  to  conciliate 
the  caliph's  good-will  and  attention,  and 
after  some  moments'  recollection,  Cogia  Has- 
san resumed  his  discourse  in  the  following 
manner : — 

THE  STORY  OF  COGIA  HASSAN  ALHABBAL. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  said  he,  that 
your  majesty  may  the  better  understand  by 
what  means  I  arrived  at  the  happiness  I  now 
enjoy,  I  ought  to  acquaint  you,  there  are 
two  intimate  friends,  citizens  of  Bagdad, 
now  alive,  who  can  testify  the  truth  of  what 
I  shall  tell  you,  and  to  whom,  after  God,  the 
author  of  all  good,  I  owe  my  prosperity. 

These  two  friends  are  called,  the  one  Saadi, 
the  other  Saad.  Saadi,  who  is  very  rich, 
was  always  of  oijinion,  that  no  man  could  be 
happy  in  this  world  without  great  riches,  to 
live  independent  of  every  one. 

Saad  was  of  another  opinion ;  he  agreed 
that  riches  were  necessary  in  life,  but  main- 
tained that  the  ha])piuess  of  a  man's  life  con- 
sisted in  virtue,  without  any  further  attach- 
ment to  worldly  goods  than  what  were 
necessary  in  life,  and  to  do  good  withal. 

Saad  himself  is  one  of  this  number,  and 
lives  very  happily  and  contented  in  his 
station  ;  and  though  Saadi  is  infinitely  more 
rich,  their  friendship  is  very  sincere,  and  the 
richest  sets  no  more  value  on  himself  than 
the  other.  They  never  had  any  other  dis- 
jmte  but  on  this  point ;  in  all  other  things 
their  union  has  been  verj'  strict. 

One  day  as  they  were  talking  ujion  this 
subject,  as  I  have  since  been  informed  by 
them  both,  Saadi  affirmed  that  poverty  pro- 
ceeded from  men's  being  born  poor,  or 
spending  their  fortunes  in  luxury  and  de- 
bauchery, or  by  some  of  those  unforeseen 
fatalities  which  are  not  extraordinary.  "My 
opinion,"  said  he,  "is  that  most  people's 
poverty  is  owing  to  their  wanting  at  first  a 
sufficient  sum  of  money  to  raise  them  above 
want,  by  employing  their  industry  to  im- 
prove it:  for,"  said  he,  "if  they  once  had 
such  a  sum,  and  made  a  right  use  of  it,  they 
would  not  only  live  well,  but  would  infallibly 
grow  rich  in  time." 

Saad  could  not  come  into  his  sentiments. 
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"The  way,"  said  lie,  " -wljicli  yon  propose 
to  make  a  iioor  man  rich,  is  not  so  certain  as 
you  imagine.  Your  plan  is  very  hazardous, 
and  I  can  bring  many  good  arguments 
against  your  opiuions,  but  that  they  will 
carry  us  too  far.  I  believe,  with  as  much 
probability,  that  a  jjoor  man  may  become 
rich  by  other  means,  as  well  as  by  money ; 
and  there  are  people  who  have  raised  as 
great  and  surprising  fortunes  by  mere 
chance,  aa  others  have  done  by  money, 
with  all  their  good  economy  and  manage- 
ment to  increase  it  by  the  best  conducted 
trade." 

"Saad,"  replied  Saadi,  "I  see  we  shall 
not  come  to  any  determination  by  my  per- 
sisting in  opposing  my  opinion  against  yours. 
I  will  make  an  experiment  to  con^dnce  you, 
by  giving,  for  example,  a  sum  of  money  to 
some  artisan,  whose  ancestors  from  father  to 
son  have  always  been  poor,  and  lived  only 
from  day  to  day,  and  died  as 'arrant  beggars 
as  they  were  born.  If  I  have  not  the  suc- 
cess I  expect,  you  shall  try  if  you  will  have 
better  by  the  means  you  shall  use." 

Some  days  after  this  disirate,  these  two 
friends  happened  to  walk  out  together,  and 
passing  through  the  street,  where  I  was  at 
■work  in  my  stall,  at  my  trade  of  ro])e- 
making,  which  I  learnt  of  my  father,  who 
learnt  of  his,  and  he  of  his  ancestors ;  and 
by  my  dress  and  equipage  it  Avas  no  hard 
matter  for  them  to  guess  at  my  x)0verty. 

vSaad,  remembering  Saadi's  engagement, 
said,  "If  you  have  not  forgot  what  you  said 
to  me,  there  is  a  man,"  pointing  to  me, 
"whom  I  can  remember  a  long  time  work- 
ing at  his  trade  of  rope-making,  and  in  the 
same  poverty  :  he  is  a  worthy  subject  for 
your  liberality,  and  a  proper  person  for  you 
to  make  yoiu-  experiment  upon."  "I  re- 
member it  so  well,"  replied  Saadi,  "that  I 
have  ever  since  carried  a  sufficient  sum 
about  me  to  do  it,  but  only  waited  for  an 
opportunity  of  being  together,  that  you 
might  be  witness  of  the  fact.  Let  ns  go  to 
him,  and  know  if  he  is  really  necessitous." 

The  two  friends  came  to  me,  and  I,  seeing 
that  they  had  a  luind  to  speak  to  me,  left  olf 
work.  They  both  accosted  me  with  the 
common  salutation,  and  tSaadi  wishing  me 
peace,  asked  me  my  name. 

T  returned  theii-  salutation,  and  answered 
their  cpiestion,  sayuig  to  him,  "Sir,  my 
name  is  Hassan ;  but  by  reason  of  my  trade, 
I  am  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Has- 
san AUiabbal." 

"  Hassan,"  replied  Saadi,  "  as  there  is  no 
trade  but  what  a  man  may  live  by,  I  doubt 
not  but  yours  produces  enough  for  j'ou  to 
live  well ;  and  I  am  amazed  that  the  long 
time  you  have  worked  at  your  trade,  you 
have  not  saved  enough  to  lay  in  a  good 
stock  of  hemp  to  extend  your  manufacture 
and  employ  more   hands,   by  the  profit  of 


whose  work  you  would  soon  increase  your 
income." 

"Sir,"  replied  I,  "you  will  be  no  longer 
amazed  I  have  not  saved  money,  aiul  taken 
the  way  you  mention  to  become  rich,  when 
you  come  to  know  that  let  me  w'ork  as  hard 
as  I  can  from  morning  till  night,  I  can  hardly 
get  enough  to  keep  my  family  in  bread  and 
pulse.  I  have  a  wife  and  live  children,  not 
one  of  Avhich  is  old  enough  to  be  of  the  least 
assistance  to  me.  I  must  keep  them  and 
clothe  them,  and  in  our  poor  way  of  living, 
they  still  want  a  thousand  necessaries,  which 
they  cannot  do  without.  And  though  hemp 
is  not  very  dear,  I  must  have  money  to  buy 
it.  This  is  the  first  thing  I  do  with  any 
money  I  receive  for  my  Avoik  ;  otherwise,  if 
I  should  neglect  to  do  so,  I  and  my  family 
must  starve. 

' '  Now  judge,  sir, "  added  T,  "  if  it  is  possible 
that  I  shtnild  save  anythuig  for  myself  and 
family  :  it  is  enough  that  we  are  content 
with  the  little  God  sends  us,  and  that  we 
have  not  the  knowledge  nor  desire  of  what 
we  M'ant,  but  can  live  as  we  have  always 
been  bred  up,  and  are  not  reduced  to  beg." 

When  I  had  given  Saadi  this  account,  he 
said  to  me,  "Hassan,  I  am  not  so  much 
surprised  as  I  was,  and  I  comprehend  what 
obliges  you  to  be  content  in  your  station. 
But  if  I  should  make  a  present  of  a  purse  of 
two  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  would  not  you 
make  a  good  use  of  it  ?  and  do  not  you  be- 
lieve that  with  such  a  sum  you  could  become 
soon  as  rich  as  the  principal  of  your  pro- 
fession?" 

"  Sir,"  replied  I,  "you  seem  to  be  so  good 
a  gentleman  that  I  am  persuaded  you  would 
not  banter  me,  but  that  the  ofler  you  make 
me  is  serious ;  and  I  dare  say,  Avithout  pre- 
suming too  much  ujion  myself,  that  a  much 
less  sum  would  be  sufficient  to  make  me  not 
only  as  rich  as  the  princiijal  of  oui-  profes- 
sion, but  that  in  time  I  should  be  richer  than 
all  of  them  in  this  city  together,  though 
Bagdad  is  so  large  and  populous." 

The  generous  Saadi  sheAved  me  imme- 
diately that  in  what  he  said  he  was  serious. 
He  pulled  a  2)urse  out  of  his  bosom,  and 
jiutting  it  into  my  hands,  said,  "Here,  take 
this  i)urse ;  you  will  find  it  contains  tAvo 
hundred  pieces  of  gold  :  I  pray  God  bless 
you  with  them,  and  give  you  grace  to  make 
the  good  nse  of  them  I  desire  ;  and  believe 
me,  my  friend  Saad,  whom  you  see  here, 
and  I,  shall  both  take  great  pleasure  in  find- 
ing they  may  contribute  toAvards  making  you 
more  happy  than  you  now  are." 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  Avhcn  I  had 
got  the  purse,  the  first  thing  I  did  Avas  to 
put  it  into  my  bosom  ;  but  the  transport  of 
i"y  i'^'y  was  so  great,  and  I  was  so  much 
penetrated  with  gratitude,  that  my  speech 
failed  me,  and  I  could  give  my  benefactor 
no  other  token  of  my  gratitude  than  to  catch 
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liolcl  of  the  licm  of  his  garment  and  kiss  it ; 
but  he  drew  it  from  me ;  and  he  and  his 
friend  pursued  their  walk. 

As  soon  as  they  were  gone,  I  returned  to 
my  work  again,  and  my  first  thought  was, 
what  I  should  do  with  my  purse  to  keep  it 
safe.  I  had  in  my  poor  house  neither  box 
nor  cupboard  to  lock  it  up  in,  nor  any  other 
place  where  T  could  be  sure  it  would  not  be 
discovered  if  I  hid  it. 

In  this  pei-plexity,  as  I  had  been  used,  like 
many  poor  people  of  my  sort,  to  put  the 
little  money  I  had  in  the  folds  of  my  turban, 
I  left  my  work,  and  Aveut  into  the  house, 
under  pretence  of  ^Tapping  my  turban  up 
anew.  And  I  took  such  precautions  that 
neither  my  wife  nor  children  saw  what  I 
was  doing.  But  first  I  laid  aside  ten  pieces 
of  gold  for  present  necessaries,  and  wrapt 
the  rest  up  in  the  folds  of  the  linen  which 
went  about  my  cajj. 

The  principal  expense  I  was  at  that  day, 
was  to  lay  in  a  good  stock  of  hemp,  and 
afterwards,  as  my  family  had  eaten  no  flesh 
meat  a  long  time,  I  went  to  the  shambles, 
and  bought  something  for  supper. 

As  I  was  carrying  the  meat  I  had  bought 
home  in  my  hand,  a  famished  kite  flew  upon 
me,  and  would  have  taken  away  my  meat, 
if  I  had  not  held  it  very  fast  ;  but  alas  !  I 
had  better  parted  with  it  than  lost  my 
money;  the  faster  I  held  my  meat,  the 
more  the  bird  struggled  to  get  it,  di-awing 
me  sometimes  on  one  side,  and  sometimes 
on  another;  but  would  not  quit  the  prize, 
till  unfortunately  by  my  efforts  the  turban 
fell  on  the  ground. 

The  kite  immediately  let  go  his  hold,  and 
seizing  on  my  turban  before  I  could  pick  it 
up,  flew  away  with  it.  I  cried  out  so  loud, 
that  I  frightened  all  the  men,  women,  and 
children  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  joined 
their  shouts  and  cries  to  make  the  kite  quit 
his  hold ;  for  by  that  means  these  sort  of 
voracious  birds  are  often  forced  to  quit 
their  prey.  But  our  cries  did  not  frighten 
this  kite  ;  he  carried  off  my  turban,  and  we 
soon  lost  sight  of  him  before  he  dropt  it, 
and  it  woidd  have  been  in  vain  for  me  to 
fatigue  myself  vrith  running  after  him. 

I  went  home  very  melancholy  at  the  loss 
of  my  turban  and  money.  1  was  obliged  to 
l)uy  a  new  turban,  which  diminished  the 
small  remainder  of  the  ten  pieces ;  for  I  had 
laid  out  a  deal  in  hemp.  The  little  that  was 
left  was  not  STiflicient  to  give  me  reason  to 
gratify  the  great  hopes  I  had  conceived. 

But  what  troubled  me  most  was  the  little 
satisfaction  I  should  be  able  to  give  my 
benefactor  for  his  ill-placed  generosity,  when 
he  shotdd  come  to  hear  what  a  misfortune  I 
had  met  with,  Avhich  he  woidd  perhaps  look 
upon  as  incredible,  and  consequently  an  idle 
excuse. 

While  the  remainder  of  the  ten  pieces 


lasted,  my  little  family  and  I  lived  the  bet- 
ter for  it ;  but  I  soon  relapsed  into  the  samo 
poverty,  and  the  same  inability  to  extricate 
myself  from  wretchedness.  However,  I 
never  murmured  nor  repined.  God,  said 
I,  was  pleased  to  give  me  riches  when  I 
least  expected  them  ;  He  has  thought  fit  to 
take  them  from  me  again  almost  at  the 
same  time,  because  it  so  pleased  Him,  and 
they  were  at  His  disposal ;  yet  I  will  jiraise 
His  name  for  all  the  benefits  I  have  received, 
as  it  was  His  good  pleasure,  and  submit  my- 
self, as  I  have  even  done  hitherto,  to  His  will. 

These  were  my  sentiments,  while  my  wife, 
from  whom  I  could  not  keep  secret  the  loss 
I  had  sustained,  was  inconsolable.  In  my 
trouble  I  had  told  my  neighbours,  that  when 
I  lost  my  turban,  I  lost  a  hundred  and  ninety- 
pieces  of  gold ;  but  as  they  knew  my  poverty, 
and  could  not  comprehend  how  I  should  have 
got  so  great  a  sum  by  my  work,  they  only 
laughed  at  me. 

About  six  months  after  this  my  misfor- 
tune, which  I  have  related  to  your  majesty, 
the  two  friends  walking  thi-ougli  that  part 
of  the  town  where  I  lived,  the  neighbour- 
hood put  Saad  in  mind  of  me.  "We  arc 
now,"  said  he  to  Saadi,  "not  far  from  the 
street  where  Hassan  Alhabbal  lives  ;  let  us 
call  and  see  what  use  he  made  of  the  two 
hundred  pieces  of  gold  you  gave  him,  and 
whether  they  have  enabled  him  to  take  any 
steps  towards  bettering  his  fortune." 

"  With  all  my  heart,"  replied  Saadi;  "  I 
have  been  thinking  of  him  some  days,  and, 
it  will  be  a  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
to  me  ta  have  you  with  me,  as  a  witness  of 
the  proof  of  my  proposal.  You  will  see  a 
great  alteration.  I  expect  we  shall  hardly 
know  him  again." 

Just  as  Saadi  said  this,  these  two  friends 
turned  the  corner  of  the  street,  and  Saad, 
who  perceived  me  first  at  a  distance,  said  to 
his  friend,  "I  believe  you  reckon  without 
your  host.  I  see  Hassan  Alhabbal,  but  can 
discern  no  change  in  his  person,  for  he  is  as 
ill-dressed  as  when  we  saw  him  before  ;  the 
oidy  difference  that  I  can  perceive  is,  his 
turban  looks  something  better.  Observe 
him  yourself,  and  see  whether  I  am  in  the 
wrong. " 

As  they  drew  nigher  to  me,  Saadi  saw  me 
too,  and  foimd  Saad  was  in  the  right,  but 
could  not  tell  to  what  he  should  attribute 
the  little  alteration  he  saw  in  my  person ; 
and  was  so  much  amazed,  that  he  could  not 
speak  when  he  came  up  to  me.  "Well, 
Hassan,"  said  Saad,  "we  do  not  ask  you 
how  affairs  go  since  we  saw  you  last ;  with- 
out doubt  they  are  in  a  better  train." 

"Gentlemen,"  replied  I,  addressing  my- 
self to  them  both,  "I  have  the  great  morti- 
fication to  tell  you,  that  your  desires,  wishes, 
and  hopes,  as  well  as  mine,  have  not  had  the 
success  you  had  reason  to  expect,  and  I  pro- 
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mised  myself;  yoii  will  scarce  helievo  the 
extraordinary  adventure  that  has  befallen 
me.  I  assiu-e  yoii,  nevertheless,  on  the  word 
of  an  honest  man,  and  yon  ought  to  believe 
me,  for  nothing  is  more  true  than  what  1 
am  going  to  tell  you."  Then  T  related  to 
them  my  adventures,  with  the  same  circum- 
stances I  had  the  honour  to  tell  your  majesty. 

Saadi  rejected  my  discourse,  and  said, 
"Hassan,  you  joke  with  me,  and  would 
deceive  me;  for  what  you  say  is  a  thing 
incredible.  What  have  kites  to  do  with 
turbans?  they  only  search  for  something  to 
satisfy  their  himger.  You  have  done  as  all 
such  sort  of  people  as  you  geuei-ally  do  :  if 
they  have  made  any  extraordinary  gain,  or 
ail}'-  good  fortune  happens  to  theui,  which 
they  never  exjie^jtcd,  "diey  throw-  nsido  their 
work,  take  their  pleasure,  and  make  inerjy, 
while  the  money  last.s  ;  and  when  they  have 
eaten  and  drank  it  all  out,  are  reduced  to 
the  same  necessity  and  want  as  before.  You 
would  not  be  so  miserable,  but  because  you 
deserve  it,  and  render  youi'self  unworthy  of 
any  good  action  done  to  you." 

"Sir,"  replied  I,  "I  bear  all  these  re- 
proaches, and  am  ready  to  bear  as  many 
more,  if  they  were  more  severe,  and  all  with 
the  more  jiatience,  because  I  do  not  think 
I  deserve  them.  The  thing  is  so  pablicly 
known  in  this  part  of  the  town,  tliat  there 
is  nobody  but  can  satisfy  you  of  the  truth 
of  it.  If  j'^ou  inquire,  you  will  find  that  I 
do  not  impose  upon  you.  I  own,  I  never 
heard  talk  of  kites  Hying  away  with  tm-bans ; 
but  this  has  actually  happened  to  me,  as  a 
great  many  other  things,  which  do  not  fall 
out  every  day,  and  3-et  have  actually  hap- 
pened." 

Saad  took  my  part,  and  told  Saadi  a  great 
many  as  surprising  stories  of  kites,  some  of 
which  he  aflirmed  he  knew  to  be  true,  inso- 
much that  at  last  he  pulled  his  purse  out  of 
his  bosom,  and  counted  out  two  hundred 
I)ieces  of  gold  into  my  hand,  %^'hich  I  put 
into  my  bosom  for  want  of  a  purse. 

When  Saadi  had  told  me  out  that  sum,  he 
said  to  me,  "  Hassan,  I  make  you  a  jn-eseut 
of  these  two  hundred  pieces  ;  but  take  care 
to  jiut  them  in  a  safer  place,  that  you  may 
not  lose  them  so  unfortunately  as  you  have 
done  the  others,  and  emjiloy  them  in  such 
a  manner  that  they  may  procure  you  the  ad- 
vantages that  the  others  would  have  done." 
I  told  him  that  the  obligation  of  this  his 
second  kindness  was  much  greater  than  I 
deserved,  after  what  had  happened,  and  that 
I  shoidd  be  sure  to  make  good  use  of  his 
advice.  I  would  have  said  a  great  deal 
more,  but  he  did  not  give  me  time,  but  went 
away,  and  continued  his  walk  with  his 
friend. 

As  soon  as  they  were  gone,  T  left  off  work 
and  went  home,  and  finding  neither  my  wife 
nor  children  within,  I  pidled  out  my  money, 


\)\\\i  ten  x)ieces  by,  and  wrapt  up  the  rest  in 
a  clean  linen  cloth,  tying  it  fast  with  a  knot ; 
but  then  I  was  to  consider  where  I  should 
hide  this  linen  cloth,  that  it  might  be  safe. 
After  I  had  considered  some  time,  I  be- 
thought of  laymg  it  at  the  bottom  of  a  great 
earthen  vessel  full  of  bran,  which  stood  in 
a  corner,  where  I  imagined  neither  my  wife 
nor  children  would  look  into.  My  wife  came 
home  soon  after,  and  as  I  had  but  very  little 
hemp  in  the  house,  I  told  her  I  should  go 
out  to  buy  some,  without  saying  anything 
to  her  about  the  two  friends. 

While  I  was  out,  a  sand-man,  who  sells 
scouring  sand,  which  women  use  in  baths, 
passed  through  our  street,  and  called,  "Sand, 
ho  ! "  Jly  wife,  who  wanted  some,  called 
him;  but  as  she  had  no  money,  she  asked 
him  if  he  would  make  an  exchange  of  some 
sand  for  some  bran.  The  sand-man  asked 
to  see  the  bran.  My  wife  shewed  him  the 
pot ;  the  bargain  was  made  ;  she  had  the 
scouring  sand,  with  which  she  filled  a  lean- 
to  which  I  had  made  to  the  house,  and  the 
sand-man  took  the  pot  and  bran  along  with 
him. 

Not  long  after,  I  came  home,  loaded  with 
as  much  hemp  as  I  coidd  carry,  and  followed 
by  live  porters  loaded  also  with  the  same. 
After  I  had  satisfied  them  for  their  trouble, 
I  sat  down  to  rest  myself,  and,  looking 
about  me,  could  not  see  the  pot  of  bran. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  to  your 
majesty  my  surj^rise,  and  the  effect  it  had 
on  me  at  the  moment.  I  asked  my  wife 
hastily  what  was  become  of  it  :  and  she  told 
me  the  bargain  she  had  made  -with  the 
sand-man,  which  she  thought  to  be  a  very 
good  one. 

"Ah  !  nnfortimate  woman !  "  cried  T,  "you 
know  not  the  injury  you  have  done  me, 
yoiu'self,  and  our  children,  by  making  that 
bargain,  which  has  ruined  us  quite.  You 
thought  only  of  selling  the  bran,  but  with 
the  brau  you  have  enriched  the  sand-man 
with  a  hundred  and  ninety  pieces  of  gold, 
which  Saadi  with  his  friend  came  and  made 
me  a  second  present  of." 

My  wife  was  like  one  stai-k  mad  when 
she  knew  what  a  fault  she  had  committed 
through  ignorance.  She  cried,  beat  her 
breast,  and  tore  her  hair  and  clothes.  "Un- 
happy wretch  that  I  am,"  cried  she,  "am  I 
lit  to  live  after  so  horrid  a  mistake?  Where 
shall  I  find  this  sand-man?  I  know  him 
not ;  I  never  saw  him  in  our  street  before. 
Oh!  husband,"  added  she,  "you  was  very 
much  in  the  wrong  to  be  so  reserved  in  a 
matter  of  such  importance.  This  had  never 
happened,  if  you  had  communicated  the 
secret  to  me."  In  short,  I  should  never 
make  an  end  of  my  story,  if  I  were  to  tell 
your  majesty  what  her  grief  made  her  say. 
You  are  not  ignorant  how  eloquent  women 
often  are  in  their  alHictiou.s. 
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"  Wife,"  said  I,  "  luuilcriite  your  grief  ; 
by  your  weeping  and  liowling  you  will  cdarm 
all  the  neigliboiirhood,  and  tliore  is  no  rea- 
son they  should  he  informed  of  our  misfor- 
tunes. They  will  onlj^  laugh  at  us,  instead 
of  pitying  us.  We  had  best  bear  our  loss 
patiently,  and  submit  ourselves  to  the  will 
of  God,  and  bless  Him,  for  that  out  of  two 
hundred  pieces  of  gold  which  He  had  given 
us.  He  has  taken  back  bat  one  hundreil  and 
ninety,  and  left  lis  ten,  Avhich,  by  the  iise  I 
shall  make  of  them,  will  be  a  great  relief  to 
us." 

!My  wife  at  first  did  not  relish  all  these 
my  arguments  ;  but  as  time  softens  the 
greatest  misfortunes,  and  makes  them  more 
supportable,  she  at  last  grew  easy,  and  had 
almost  forgotten  them.  "  It  is  true,"  said  I 
to  her,  "Ave  live  but  jioorly;  but  what  have 
the  rich  which  we  have  not  ?  Do  not  -we 
breathe  the  same  air,  enjoy  the  same  light, 
and  the  same  warmth  of  the  sun  ?  Thei-e- 
fore  what  conveniences  have  they  more  than 
we,  that  we  should  euvy  their  hapjiiness  ? 
Tliey  die  as  well  as  we.  In  short,  Avhile  we 
live  in  the  fear  of  God,  as  we  should  always 
do,  the  advantage  they  have  over  us  is  so 
very  inconsiderable,  that  we  ought  not  to 
regard  it." 

I  will  not  tire  your  majesty  any  longer 
with  my  moral  reflections.  Wy  wife  and  I 
comforted  ourselves,  and  I  pursued  my  trade 
with  as  much  alacrity  as  before  these  two 
mortifying  losses,  which  followed  one  an- 
other so  quickly.  The  only  thing  that 
troubled  me  sometimes  was,  how  I  shoidd 
look  Saadi  in  the  face  wheu  he  should  come 
and  ask  nie  how  much  I  had  improved  his 
two  hundi-ed  pieces  of  gold,  and  advanced 
my  fortune  by  his  liberality.  I  saw  no 
remedy  but  to  resolve  to  submit  to  the  con- 
fusion I  should  feel,  though  it  was  by  no 
fault  of  mine,  this  time,  any  more  than  be- 
fore, that  this  misfortune  had  ha])pened. 

The  two  friends  stayed  away  longer  this 
time  than  the  former,  though  Saad  had  often 
spoken  to  Saadi,  who  always  put  it  ofl'; 
"for,  said  he,  "the  longer  we  stay  away, 
the  richer  Hassan  wiU  be,  and  I  shall  have 
the  greater  satisfaction. " 

Saad,  who  had  not  the  same  opinion  of 
the  eflect  of  his  friend's  generosity,  made 
answer,  "  You  fancy  then  that  your  present 
wdl  have  been  turned  to  a  better  account 
this  time  than  before.  I  would  advise  you 
not  to  flatter  yourself  too  much,  for  fear  yon 
should  be  more  sensibly  mortifled  if  it  should 
prove  otherwise."  "Why,"  replied  Saadi, 
"kites  do  not  fly  away  with  turbans  every 
day ;  and  Hassan  will  be  more  cautious  this 
time." 

"I  do  not  doubt  of  it,"  replied  Saad; 
"but,"  added  he,  "there  are  other  accidents 
that  neither  you  nor  I  can  think  of  ;  there- 
foi-e,  I  say  again,   moderate  your  joy,   and 


do  not  depend  too  much  on  Hassan's  good 
success ;  for  to  tell  you  what  I  think,  and 
what  I  always  thought  (whether  you  like  to 
hear  it  or  not,)  I  have  a  secret  foresight, 
that  you  will  not  have  succeeded,  and  that 
I  shall  succeed  better  than  you  in  proving 
that  a  poor  man  may  sooner  become  rich  by 
any  other  means  than  by  money." 

In  short,  one  day,  when  Saad  and  Saadi 
were  togethei-,  and  were  cUsputing  upon  this 
subject,  Saad  observed  that  enough  had  been 
said  :  "  I  am  resolved,"  said  he,  "to  inform 
myself  this  very  day  what  has  passed  ;  it  is 
time  for  walking ;  let  us  not  lose  it,  but  go 
see  which  of  us  has  lost  the  wager."  I  saw 
them  at  a  distance,  was  terribly  concerned, 
and  was  just  going  to  leave  my  work,  and 
to  run  and  hide  myself.  However,  I  appear- 
ed very  earnest  at  work,  made  as  if  I  had 
not  seen  them,  and  never  lifted  up  ray  eyes 
till  they  were  close  to  me,  and  had  saluted 
me,  and  then  1  could  not  help  it.  I  hung 
down  my  head,  and  told  them  my  last  mis- 
fortune, with  all  the  circumstances,  and 
that  I  was  as  poor  as  wheu  they  first  saw 
me. 

"After  that,"  I  added,  "you  may  say  that 
I  ought  to  have  hid  my  money  in  another 
place  than  in  a  pot  of  bran,  which  was  car- 
ried out  of  my  house  that  same  day  :  but 
that  i3ot  had  stood  there  many  years,  and 
had  never  been  removed,  whenever  my  wife 
parted  with  the  bran.  Could  I  guess  that  a 
sand-man  should  come  by  that  very  day,  and 
my  wife  would  have  no  money,  and  would 
make  such  an  exchange  ?  You  may  indeed 
allege,  that  I  ought  to  have  told  my  wife  of 
it ;  but  I  will  never  believe  that  such  i)ru- 
dent  persons,  as  I  am  persuaded  you  are, 
would  have  gi\eu  me  that  advice ;  and  if  I 
had  put  my  money  anywhere  else,  what  cer- 
tainty coiTld  I  have  had  that  it  would  be 
more,  safe  ? 

"  I  see,  sir,"  said  I,  addressing  myself  to 
Saadi,  "  that  it  has  pleased  God,  whose 
ways  are  secret  and  impenetrable,  that  I 
should  not  be  enriched  by  your  liberality, 
but  that  I  must  be  poor ;  however,  the  obli- 
gation is  the  same  as  if  it  had  wrought  the 
desired  effect." 

After  these  words,  I  was  silent ;  and  Saadi 
replied,  "Though  I  would  persuade  myself, 
Hassan,  that  all  you  tell  us  is  true,  and  not 
owing  to  your  debauchery  or  iU  manage- 
ment, 3'et  I  must  not  be  extravagant,  and 
ruin  mj'self  for  the  sake  of  an  experiment. 
I  do  not  regret  in  the  least  the  four  hundred 
pieces  of  gold  I  gave  you  to  raise  you  in  the 
world,  I  did  it  with  respect  to  God,  with- 
out expecting  any  recompense  but  the  plea- 
sure of  doing  good.  If  anything  makes  me 
repent,  it  is  that  I  did  not  address  myself  to 
another,  who  might  have  made  a  better  use 
of  my  charity."  Then  turning  about  to  liia 
friend,    "Saad,"  continued  he,    "you  may 
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know  by  wliat  I  have  said  that  I  do  not 
entirely  givo  up  tlie  cause.  You  may  now 
make  your  experiment,  and  let  me  see,  that 
there  are  ways,  besides  giving  money,  to 
make  a  poor  man's  fortune  in  the  way  we 
both  mean.  Let  Hassan  be  the  man.  I 
dare  say,  whatever  you  give  him  he  will  not 
be  richer  than  he  was  with  four  hundred 
pieces  of  gold."  Saad  had  a  piece  of  lead  in 
his  hand,  which  he  shewed  Saadi.  "  You 
saw  me,"  said  he,  "take  up  this  piece  of 
lead,  which  I  found  on  the  ground ;  I  will 
give  it  to  Hassan ;  and  you  shall  see  what 
it  is  worth." 

Saadi  burst  out  a  laughing  at  Saad. 
"  Wliat  is  that  bit  of  lead  worth?"  said  he  ; 
"a  farthing?  What  can  Hassan  do  with 
that  ? "  Saad  presented  it  to  me,  and  said, 
"Take  it,  Hassan,  let  Saadi  laugh;  you  will 
tell  us  some  news  of  the  good  luck  it  has 
brought  one  time  or  another."  T  thought 
Saad  was  in  jest,  and  had  a  mind  to  divert 
himself;  however,  I  pat  the  lead  in  my 
pocket,  and  thanked  him.  The  two  friends 
pursued  their  walk,  and  I  fell  to  work 
again. 

At  night  when  I  piiUed  off  my  clothes  to 
go  to  bed,  the  piece  of  lead,  which  I  had 
never  thought  of  from  the  time  he  gave  it 
me,  tumbled  out  of  my  jiocket.  I  took 
it  up,  and  laid  it  on  the  first  place  that  was 
nearest  to  mo.  The  same  night  it  happened 
that  a  fisherman,  a  neighbour,  mending  his 
nets,  found  a  piece  of  lead  wanting ;  and  it 
being  too  late  to  buy  any,  since  the  shops 
were  shut  up,  and  he  must  either  fish  that 
night  or  his  family  go  without  bread  the 
next  day,  ho  called  to  his  wife,  and  bid  her 
inrpiire  among  the  neighbours  for  a  piece. 
She  went  from  door  to  door  on  both  sides  of 
the  street,  liut  could  not  get  any,  and  came 
back  again  to  tell  her  husband  so.  He  asked 
her  if  she  had  been  to  several  of  their  neigh- 
bours, naming  them,  and  among  the  rest 
Hassan  Alhabbal's  house.  "No,  indeed," 
said  the  wife,  "  I  have  not  been  there ;  that 
was  too  far  oif,  and  if  I  had  gone,  do  j'ou 
think  T  should  have  found  any  ?  I  know  by 
experience  they  never  have  anj^thing  when 
one  wants  it."  "No  matter,"  said  the 
fisherman;  "you  are  an  idle  hussy;  you 
must  go  there ;  for  though  you  have  been 
there  a  hundred  times  before,  without  get- 
ting anything,  j'ou  may  chance  to  get  what 
■we  want  now.     Yoii  must  go." 

The  fisherman's  wife  went  out  grumbling 
and  groAvling,  came  and  knocked  at  my 
door,  and  waked  mo  out  of  a  sound  sleep. 
I  asked  her  what  she  wanted.  "Hassan 
Alhabbal,"  said  she,  as  loud  as  she  coidd 
bawl,  "my  husband  wants  a  bit  of  lead  to 
mend  his  nets  with ;  and  if  you  have  a 
piece,  desires  you  to  give  it  him." 

The  i)iece  of  load  which  Saad  had  given 
me  was  so  fresh  in  my  memory,  and  had  so 


lately  dropt  out  of  my  clothes,  that  I  could 
not  forget  it.  I  told  my  neighbour  I  had 
some ;  and  if  she  would  stay  a  moment,  my 
wife  should  give  her  what  she  wanted.  Ac- 
cordingly, my  wife,  who  was  wakened  by 
the  noise  a.s  well  as  myself,  got  up,  and 
groping  about  where  I  directed  her,  found 
the  lead,  opened  the  door,  and  gave  it  to 
the  fisherman's  wife,  who  was  so  overjoyed, 
that  she  promised  my  wife,  that  for  the 
kindness  she  did  her  and  her  husband,  she 
would  answer  for  him  we  shoixld  have  the 
first  cast  of  the  nets. 

The  fisherman  was  so  much  rejoiced  to 
EGO  the  lead,  which  he  so  little  expected, 
that  he  very  much  approved  his  wife's  jiro- 
mise.  He  lininhed  mending  his  nets,  and 
went  a  fishing  t\vo  hours  before  day,  accord- 
ing to  custom.  At  the  first  throw  he  caught 
but  one  fish,  about  a  yard  long,  and  propor- 
tionable in  thickness  ;  and  afterwards  had  a 
great  many  successful  casts  ;  but  of  all  the 
fish  he  took,  none  came  up  in  size  equal  to 
the  first. 

When  the  fi.^hcrman  had  done  fishing,  he 
went  home,  where  his  first  care  was  to  think 
of  me.  I  was  extremely  sur^jrised,  when  at 
my  work,  to  see  him  come  to  me  with 
a  large  fish  in  his  hand.  "Neighbour,"  said 
he,  "my  wife  promised  you  last  night,  in 
return  for  your  kindness,  whatever  fish  I 
should  catch  at  my  first  throw ;  and  1  aj)- 
jiroved  her  promise.  It  pleased  God  to 
send  me  no  more  than  this  one  for  you, 
which  I  desire  you  to  accept  of,  such  as  it 
is.  I  wish  it  had  been  better.  Had  He  sent 
me  my  net  full,  they  should  all  have  been 
yours." 

"Neighbour,"  said  I,  "the  bit  of  lead 
which  I  sent  you  was  such  a  trifle,  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  valued  at  so  high  a  rate  ; 
neighbours  should  assist  each  other  in  their 
little  wants.  I  have  done  no  more  for  you 
than  I  should  have  expected  from  you  had 
I  been  in  such  a  case  ;  therefore  I  would  re- 
fuse your  present  if  I  was  not  persuaded 
you  gave  it  me  freely,  and  that  I  should 
offend  you  if  I  did  so  ;  and  since  you  wiU 
have  it  so,  I  take  it,  and  I  return  you  my 
hearty  thanks." 

After  these  ci-\Thties,  I  took  the  fish,  and 
carried  it  home  to  my  wife.  "  Here,"  said 
I,  "take  this  fish,  which  the  fisherman  our 
neighbour  has  made  me  a  present  of,  in  re- 
turn for  the  little  Int  of  lead  he  sent  to  ns 
for  last  night :  I  believe  it  is  all  that  we  can 
expect  from  the  present  Saad  made  me  j'es- 
terday,  i)romising  me  that  it  would  bring 
me  good  luck  ; "  and  then  I  told  her  what 
had  passed  between  the  two  friends. 

iMy  wife  was  very  much  stai-tled  to  see 
so  large  a  fish.  "  What  M^oidd  you  have  me 
do  with  it  ?  "  said  she.  ' '  Our  gridiron  is  only 
fit  to  broil  small  fish  ;  and  we  have  not  a 
pot  big  enough  to  boil  it."     "That  is  your 
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liiisiuess,"  answered  T;  "dress  it  as  you 
will,  I  shall  like  it  eitlier  way  ;"  and  then  I 
went  to  my  work  again. 

In  gutting  the  fish,  my  wife  found  a  large 
diamond,  which,  when  she  washed  it,  she 
took  for  a  piece  of  glass  :  indeed  she  had 
lieard  talk  of  diamonds,  but  if  she  had  ever 
seen  or  handled  one,  she  would  not  have 
known  how  to  distinguish  them.  She  gave 
it  to  the  youngest  of  our  children  for  a  play- 
thing, and  his  brothers  and  sisters  handed 
it  about  from  one  to  another,  to  admire  the 
brightness  and  beauty  of  it. 

At  night  when  the  lamp  was  lighted,  and 
the  children  were  still  playing  with  the  dia- 
mond, they  perceived  that  it  gave  a  light, 
when  my  wife,  who  was  getting  them  their 
su])per,  stood  between  them  and  the  lamp; 
upon  which  they  snatched  it  from  one  an- 
other to  try  it ;  and  the  younger  ones  fell  a 
crying,  that  the  elder  ones  would  not  let 
them  have  it  long  enough.  But  as  a  little 
matter  amuses  children  and  makes  them 
squabble  and  fall  out,  my  wife  and  I  took 
no  notice  of  their  noise,  which  presently 
ceased,  when  the  bigger-  ones  supped  with 
us,  and  my  wife  had  given  the  younger  each 
their  share. 

After  supper,  the  children  got  together 
again,  and  began  to  make  the  same  noise. 
Then  I  called  to  the  eldest,  to  know  what 
was  the  matter,  who  told  me  that  it  was 
about  a  piece  of  glass,  which  gave  a  light 
when  his  back  was  to  the  lamp.  I  bid  him 
bring  it  to  me,  and  made  the  experiment 
myself ;  and  it  appeared  so  extraordinary  to 
me,  that  I  asked  my  wife  what  it  was.  She 
told  me  it  was  a  piece  of  glass,  which  she 
found  in  gutting  the  fish. 

I  thought  no  more  than  she  but  that  it 
was  a  bit  of  glass,  but  I  was  resolved  to 
make  a  farther  experiment  of  it ;  and  there- 
fore bid  my  wife  to  put  the  lamp  in  the 
chimney,  which  she  did,  and  still  found 
that  the  supposed  piece  of  glass  gave  so 
great  a  light,  that  we  might  see  to  go  to 
bed  Avithout  the  lamp.  So  I  put  it  out,  and 
})laccd  the  bit  of  glass  iijion  the  chimney  to 
light  us.  "Look,"  said  I,  "this  is  another 
advantage  that  Saadi's  friend's  piece  of  lead 
procures  us :  it  will  spare  Tis  the  expense 
of  oil." 

When  the  children  saw  the  lamp  was  put 
out,  and  the  bit  of  glass  supplied  its  place, 
they  cried  out  so  loud,  and  made  so  great  a 
noise  with  astonishment,  that  it  was  enough 
to  alarm  the  neighbourhood ;  and  before 
my  A^dfe  and  I  coidd  quiet  them  we  were 
forced  to  make  a  greater  noise,  nor  could 
we  silence  them  till  Ave  had  jnit  them  to  bed ; 
and  after  talking  a  long  while  in  their  way 
about  the  wonderful  light  of  a  bit  of  glass, 
they  fell  asleep.  After  they  were  in  bed, 
my  wife  and  I  went  to  bed  by  them ;  and 
next  morning,  ■without  thinking  any  more  of 


the  glass,  I  went  to  my  work  as  usual; 
which  ought  not  to  seem  strange  for  such  a 
man  as  T,  who  had  never  seen  any  diamonds, 
or,  if  I  had,  never  attended  to  their  value. 

But  before  I  proceed,  1  must  tell  your 
majesty,  that  there  was  but  a  very  slight 
partition  wall  between  my  house  and  my 
next  neighbour's,  who  was  a  very  rich  Jew 
and  a  jeweller ;  and  the  chamber  that  he 
and  his  wife  lay  in  joined  to  ours.  They 
were  both  in  bed,  and  the  noise  my  children 
made  awakened  them. 

The  next  morning  the  jeweller's  wife  came 
to  mine  to  complain  of  being  disturbed  ovxt 
of  their  first  sleep.  "Good  neighbour 
Ilachael,"  which  was  the  Jew's  wife's  name, 
said  my  wife,  ' '  I  am  veiy  sorry  for  what 
happened,  and  hope  you  will  excuse  it ;  you 
know  it  was  the  children,  and  they  will 
laugh  and  cry  for  a  trilie.  Come  in,  and  I 
will  shew  you  what  was  the  occasion  of  all 
the  noise." 

The  Jewess  went  in  with  her,  and  my  wife 
taking  the  diamond,  (for  such  it  really  was, 
and  a  very  extraordinary  one,)  off  the  chim- 
ney-piece, gave  it  into  her  hands.  "See 
here,"  said  she  ;  "it  was  this  piece  of  glass 
that  caused  all  the  noise :"  and  while  the 
Jewess,  who  imderstood  all  sorts  of  pre- 
cious stones,  was  examining  this  diamond 
with  admiration,  my  wife  had  told  her  how 
she  found  it  in  the  fish's  belly,  and  what  had 
haiipened. 

"Indeed,  Aischach,"  (which  was  my  wife's 
name,)  said  the  jeweller's  wife,  giving  her 
the  diamond  again,  "  I  believe  as  you  do,  it 
is  a  piece  of  glass  ;  but  as  it  is  more  beautiful 
than  common  glass,  and  I  have  just  such 
another  piece  at  home,  I  will  buy  it,  if  j'ou 
wiU  sell  it." 

The  children,  who  heard  them  talking  of 
selling  their  plaything,  presently  interrupted 
their  couversation,  crying  and  begging  their 
mother  not  to  ])art  with  it,  who,  to  quiet 
them,  promised  she  would  not. 

The  Jewess  being  thus  prevented  in  her 
bargain  by  my  children,  went  away,  but 
first  whispering  my  wife,  (who  followed  her 
to  the  door,)  if  she  had  a  mind  to  sell  it,  not 
to  shew  it  to  anybody  without  acquainting 
her. 

The  Jew  went  out  early  in  the  morning  to 
his  shop  in  that  part  of  the  town  where  the 
jewellers  all  resorted  to.  Thither  his  wife 
went  to  him,  and  told  him  the  discovery  she 
had  made.  She  gave  him  an  account  of  the 
size  and  weight  of  it  as  near  as  she  could 
guess,  and  of  its  beauty,  water,  and  lustre, 
and  particularly  of  the  light  which  it  gave 
in  the  night,  according  to  my  wife's  account, 
which  was  the  more  credible  as  she  was  un- 
informed. 

The  Jew  sent  his  wife  immediately  to 
treat,  and  to  offer  her  a  trifle  at  first,  as  she 
should  think  fit,  and  then  to  raise  her  price 
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by  degrees  ;  but  he.  sure  to  bring  it,  cost 
what  it  woiJiL  Accordingly  his  wife  canic 
again  to  mine  privately,  and,  without  sup- 
l)osing  that  she  was  determined  to  sell  the 
diamond,  asked  her  if  she  woidd  take  twenty 
pieces  of  gold  for  that  piece  of  glass. 

My  wife,  thinking  the  sum  so  considerable 
for  a  mere  piece  of  glass,  as  she  thought  it, 
would  not  make  any  bargain ;  but  told  her 
she  could  not  pai-t  with  it,  till  she  had 
spoken  with  me.  In  the  meantime  I  came 
from  my  work  to  dinner.  As  they  were 
talking  at  the  dooi-,  my  wife  stojjped  me, 
and  asked  me  if  I  would  sell  the  piece  of 
glass  she  had  found  in  the  lish's  belly  for 
twenty  pieces  of  gold  which  our  neighbour 
offered  her.  I  returned  no  answer;  but 
reflected  immediately  on  the  assurance  with 
which  Saad,  in  giving  me  the  piece  of  lead, 
told  me  it  would  make  my  fortune.  The 
Z&vr  woman,  fancying  that  the  low  price 
she  had  offered  was  the  reason  I  made  no 
reply,  said,  "I  Avill  give  you  fifty,  neigh- 
bour, if  that  will  do." 

As  soon  as  I  found  that  she  rose  presently 
from  twenty  to  fiftj%  I  told  her  that  I  ex- 
pected a  great  deal  more.  "Well,  neigli- 
bour,"  said  she,  "  I  will  give  you  a  hundred, 
and  that  is  so  much,  I  know  not  whether 
my  husband  will  bear  me  out."  At  this 
new  advance,  I  told  her  I  wovdd  have  a 
hundred  thousand  pieces  of  gold  for  it; 
that  I  saw  plainly  that  the  diamond  was 
worth  a  great  deal  more  ;  but  to  oblige  her 
and  her  husband,  as  they  were  neighboiirs, 
I  would  limit  myself  to  that  jirice,  which  I 
was  determined  to  have ;  and  if  they  re- 
fused to  give  it,  other  jewellers  should  have 
it,  who  would  give  a  great  deal  more. 

The  Jewess  confirmed  me  in  thi.5  my  re- 
solution by  her  eagerness  to  conclude  the 
bargain :  and  by  coming  up  at  several  bid- 
dings to  fifty  thousand  pieces,  which  I  re- 
fused. "I  can  offer  you  no  more,"  said 
she,  "without  my  husband's  consent.  He 
will  be  at  home  at  night ;  and  1  would  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  let  him  see  it,  which  I 
promised." 

At  night  when  the  Jew  came  home,  his 
wife  told  him  what  she  had  done ;  that  she 
had  got  no  forwarder  with  my  wife  or  me ; 
that  she  offered,  and  I  refused,  fifty  thou- 
sand pieces  of  gold  ;  and  that  I  had  pro- 
mised to  stay  till  night  at  her  request.  He 
observed  the  time  when  I  left  off  work,  and 
came  to  me.  "Neighbour  Hassan,"  said 
he,  "I  desire  you  would  shew  me  the  dia- 
mond your  wife  shewed  to  mine. "  I  brought 
him  in,  and  shewed  it  him.  As  it  was  very 
dark,  and  my  lamji  was  not  lighted,  he  knew 
presently,  by  the  light  the  diamond  gave, 
and  by  the  lustre  it  cast  in  my  hand,  that 
his  wife  had  given  him  a  true  accoimt  of  it. 
He  looked  at  and  admired  it  a  long  time, 
"Well,  neighbour,"  said  he,  "my  wife  tells 


rae  she  offered  you  fifty  thousand  pieces 
of  gold ;  I  will  give  you  twenty  thousand 
more." 

"Neighbour,"  said  I,  "your  wife  can  tell 
you  that  I  value  my  diamond  at  a  hundred 
thousand  pieces,  and  I  will  take  nothing 
less."  He  haggled  a  long  time  v.-ith  me,  in 
hopes  that  T  would  make  some  abatement : 
but  finding  at  last  that  I  was  positive,  and 
for  fear  that  I  should  shew  it  to  other  jewel- 
lers, as  I  certainly  should  have  done,  he 
would  not  leave  me  tiU  the  bargain  was 
concluded  on  my  own  terms.  He  told  me 
that  he  had  not  so  much  money  at  home, 
but  would  pay  it  all  to  me  by  that  time  ttt- 
morrow,  and  that  very  instant  fetched  two 
bags  of  a  thousand  pieces  each,  as  an  ear- 
nest ;  and  the  next  day,  though  I  do  not 
know  how  he  raised  the  money,  whether  he 
borrowed  it  of  his  friends,  or  let  some  other 
jewellers  into  partnership  with  him,  he 
brought  me  the  sum  we  agreed  for,  at  the 
time  appointed,  and  I  delivered  to  him  the 
diamond. 

Having  thus  sold  my  diamond,  .and  being 
rich,  infinitely  beyond  my  hopes,  I  thanked 
God  for  His  bounty  and  liberality ;  and  would 
have  gone  and  thrown  myself  at  Saad's  feet 
to  express  my  gratitude,  if  I  had  known 
where  he  lived ;  as  also  at  Saadi's,  to  whom 
I  was  first  obliged,  though  his  good  intention 
had  not  the  same  success. 

Afterwards  I  thought  of  the  good  use  I 
should  make  of  so  considerable  a  sum.  My 
wife,  with  the  vanity  natural  to  her  sex, 
projjosed  immediately  to  buy  rich  clothes 
for  her  and  her  children ;  and  to  purchase  a 
house,  and  furnish  it  handsomely.  I  told 
her  we  ought  not  to  begin  with  such  ex- 
penses; "for,"  said  I,  "money  is  made  to  be 
sjjcnt,  so  as  that  it  may  produce  a  fund 
which  we  may  draw  from  without  its  failing. 
This  I  intend,  and  shall  begin  to-morrow." 

I  spent  all  that  day  and  the  next  in  going 
to  the  people  of  my  own  trade,  who  worked 
as  hard  every  day  for  their  bread  as  I  had 
done ;  and  giving  them  money  beforehand, 
engaged  them  to  work  for  me  in  different 
sorts  of  rope-making,  according  to  their  skill 
and  ability,  with  a  promise  not  to  make  theiu 
wait  for  their  money,  but  to  pay  them  as 
soon  as  their  work  w'as  done. 

By  this  means  I  engrossed  almost  all  the 
business  of  Bagdad,  and  everybody  was 
pleased  with  my  exactness  and  punctual 
payment. 

.  As  so  great  a  number  of  workmen  must 
produce  a  great  deal  of  work,  I  went  and 
hired  warehouses  in  several  parts  of  the 
town  to  hold  my  goods,  and  appointed  over 
each  a  clerk,  to  sell  both  wholesale  and 
retail ;  and  by  this  economy  received  a  con- 
siderable lu'olit  and  income.  Afterwards,  to 
unite  so  many  warehouses  in  one  place,  I 
bought  a  large  house,  which  stood  upon  a 
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jj;rc;it  deal  of  ground,  but  was  ruinous,  pulled 
it  down,  and  built  tliat  which  your  ma- 
jesty saw  yesterday,  which  tliouiirli  it  makes 
so  great  an  appearance,  consists,  for  the 
most  jjart,  of  warehouses  for  my  business, 
with  apartments  just  necessary  for  myself 
and  family. 

Sometime  after  I  had  left  my  poor  old 
habitation,  and  removed  to  this  new  one, 
iSaad  and  Saadi,  who  had  scarce  thought  of 
me  from  the  last  time  they  had  licen  with 
me,  as  they  were  one  day  walking  together, 
and  passing  by  our  street,  resolved  to  call 
upon  me  :  but  how  great  M^as  their  surprise 
when  they  did  not  see  me  at  w^ork,  as  they 
used  to  lind  me  !  They  asked  what  was 
become  of  me,  and  if  I  was  alive  or  dead? 
Their  amazement  was  redoubled  when  they 
were  told  1  was  become  a  great  merchant, 
and  was  no  longer  called  plain  Hassan,  but 
Cogia  Hassan  AJhabbal,  which  was  to  say, 
jNIerchant  Hassan  Rope-maker,  and  that  I 
had  built  in  a  street,  which  was  named  to 
them,  a  house  like  a  palace. 

The  two  friends  Avent  directly  to  the 
street,  and  in  the  waj%  as  Saadi  could  not 
imagine  that  the  bit  of  lead  which  Saad  had 
given  me  could  have  been  the  raising  of  my 
fortune,  he  said  to  him,  "I  am  overjoyed  to 
have  made  Hassan  Alhabbal's  fortune  :  but 
I  cannot  forgive  the  two  lies  he  told  me,  to 
get  foiu-  himdred  pieces  instead  of  two  ;  for 
1  nor  nobody  else  can  attribute  it  to  the 
2iiece  of  lead  you  gave  him." 

"So  you  tliink,"  replied  Saad ;  "but  so 
do  not  I.  I  do  not  see  why  you  should  do 
Cogia  Hassan  so  much  injustice  as  to  take 
him  for  a  liar.  You  must  give  me  leave  to 
believe  that  he  told  us  the  truth,  and  dis- 
guised nothing  from  lis,  and  that  the  piece 
of  lead  which  I  gave  him  is  the  cause  of  his 
prosperity;  and  you  wiU  find  he  will  pre- 
sently tell  us  so." 

In  this  discourse  the  t^vo  friends  came  into 
the  street  where  I  lived,  and  asked  where- 
abouts my  house  stood ;  and  being  shewed 
it,  and  considering  the  front,  they  had  much 
ado  to  believe  it. 

They  knocked  at  the  door,  and  my  porter 
opened  it ;  and  Saadi,  fearing  to  Ije  guilty  of 
rudeness  in  taking  the  house  of  a  nobleman 
for  that  he  was  inquiring  after,  said  to  the 
jiorter,  "  We  are  informed  that  this  is  Cogia 
Hassan  Alhabbal's  house ;  tell  us  if  we  are 
not  mistaken."  "You  are  very  right,  sir," 
said  the  porter,  openmg  the  door  wider  ; 
"  it  is  the  same  :  come  in  ;  he  is  in  the  hall, 
and  any  of  the  slaves  will  point  him  out  to 
you." 

I  had  no  sooner  set  my  eyes  upon  the  two 
friends,  but  I  knew  them.  I  rose  from  my 
seat,  ran  to  them,  and  woidd  have  kissed  the 
hem  of  their  garments,  but  they  would  not 
suffer  it,  but  embraced  me.  I  invited  them 
to  sit  down  on  a  sofa  made  to  hold  four  jier- 


sons,  which  was  placed  full  in  view  of  my 
garden.  I  desired  them  to  sit  down,  and  they 
woidd  have  me  take  the  place  of  honour. 
I  assured  them  that  I  had  not  forgot  that  I 
was  poor  Hassan  Alhabbal,  nor  the  obliga- 
tions I  had  to  them  ;  but  were  this  not  the 
case,  I  knew  the  respect  due  to  them,  and 
l)egged  them  not  to  expose  me.  They  sat 
down  in  the  proper  place,  and  I  over  against 
them. 

Then  Saadi,  addressing  himself  to  me,  said, 
"Cogia  Hassan,  I  cannot  express  my  joy  to 
see  you  in  the  condition  I  wished  you  when  I 
twice  made  you  a  present  of  two  hundred 
pieces  of  gold,  with  which  I  mean  not  to 
upbraid  you  ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  those 
four  hundred  pieces  have  made  this  wonder- 
ful change  in  your  fortune,  which  I  see  with 
pleasure.  One  thing  vexes  me,  which  is,  I 
cannot  comprehend  the  reason  why  you 
shoidd  twice  disguise  the  truth  from  me," 
alleging  that  your  losses  were  the  effect  of 
misfortunes  which  still  seem  to  me  incre- 
dible. Was  it  not  because,  when  we  were 
together  the  last  time,  you  had  so  little 
advanced  your  small  income  with  each  of 
the  two  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  that  you 
were  ashamed  to  own  it  ?  I  am  willing  to 
believe  this,  and  wait  to  be  confirmed  in  my 
opinion." 

Saad  heard  this  discourse  of  Saadi's  with 
impatience,  not  to  say  indignation,  which 
he  shewed  by  casting  down  his  eyes,  and 
shaking  his  head ;  he  did  not,  however,  in- 
terrupt him.  When  he  had  done,  he  said 
to  him,  "Forgive  me,  Saadi,  if  I  anticipate 
Cogia  Hassan,  before  he  answers  you,  to  tell 
you  that  I  admire  your  prepossessions  against 
his  sincerity,  and  that  you  stiU  persist  in  not 
believing  the  assurances  he  has  already  given 
you.  I  have  told  you  before,  and  I  repeat 
it  to  you  once  more,  that  I  believe  those  two 
accidents  which  befell  him  upon  his  bare 
relation ;  and  whatever  you  may  say.  I  am 
persuaded  they  are  true  ;  but  let  him  speak 
himself,  and  tell  which  of  us  does  him  jus- 
tice." 

After  this  discourse  of  the  two  friends,  I 
said,  addressing  myself  to  them  both,  "  Gen- 
tlemen, I  should  condemn  myself  to  perpe- 
tual silence,  on  the  explanation  you  ask  of 
me,  if  I  was  not  certain  the  dispute  you 
argue  upon  my  account  cannot  break  that 
friendship  which  subsists  between  you  ; 
therefore  I  will  declare  to  you  the  truth, 
since  you  require  it ;  and  with  the  same 
sincerity  as  before."  Then  I  told  them  every 
circumstance,  as  your  majesty  has  heard, 
Avithout  forgetting  the  least. 

All  my  protestations  had  no  effect  on 
Saadi,  to  cure  him  of  his  prejudice.  "Cogia 
Hassan,"  rejjlied  Saadi,  "the  adventure  of 
the  fish,  and  diamond  found  in  his  belly, 
appears  to  me  as  incredible  as  the  kite's  fly- 
ing  aAvay  with  your   turban,  and  ^he  ey- 
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change  of  tlie  scouring-saud.  Be  it  as  it 
Avill,  1  am  equally  convinced  that  you  are 
no  longer  poor,  but  rich,  as  I  intended  you 
should  be,  by  my  means ;  and  I  rejoice  sin- 
cei-ely." 

As  it  grew  late,  they  got  up  to  take  their 
leave ;  when  I  stopped  them,  and  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  there  is  one  favour  I  have  to 
ask,  and  I  beg  of  you  not  to  refuse  to  do  me 
the  honour  to  stay  and  take  a  slight  supper 
with  me,  and  a  bed  to-night,  and  to-morrow 
I  wiU  carry  you  by  water  to  a  small  country 
house,  which  I  bought  for  the  sake  of  the 
I  air,  and  we  ■will  return  the  same  day  on  my 


"If  Saad  has  no  business  that  calls  him 
elsewhere,"  said  Saadi,  "I  consent."  Saad 
told  him  that  nothing  should  prevent  his 
enjoying  his  company.  We  have  only  to 
send  a  slave  to  my  house,  that  we  may  not 
be  waited  for.  I  provided  a  slave  ;  and 
while  they  were  giving  their  orders,  I  went 
and  ordeied  supper. 

While  it  was  getting  ready,  I  shewed  my 
benefactors  my  house  and  aU  my  offices, 
which  they  thought  very  extensive,  con- 
sidering my  fox-tune.  I  call  them  both 
benefactors  without  distinction,  because 
without  Saadi,  Saad  would  never  have  L'iven 
me  the  piece  of  lead;  and  without  Saad, 
Saadi  would  not  have  given  me  the  four 
hundred  pieces  of  gold,  to  which  I  attribute 
the  rise  of  my  good  fortune.  Then  1  brought 
them  back  again  into  the  hall,  where  they 
asked  me  several  questions  about  my  busi- 
ness ;  and  T  gave  them  such  answers  as  sa- 
tisfied them. 

During  this  discourse,  my  servants  came 
to  tell  me  that  supper  was  served  up.  I  led 
them  into  another  hall,  where  they  admired 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  lighted,  the 
beaufet,  and  the  entertainment  I  had  pro- 
vided. I  regaled  them  also  with  a  concert 
of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  during  the 
repast,  and  afterwards  with  a  company  of 
dancers,  and  other  entertainments,  endea- 
vouring to  shew  them  as  much  as  possible 
my  gratitude. 

The  next  morning,  as  we  had  agreed  to  set 
out  early  to  enjoy  the  fresh  air,  we  repaired 
to  the  river  side  by  sunrise,  and  went  on 
board  a  ])leasure-boat  well  carpeted,  that 
waited  for  us  ;  and  in  less  than  an  hour  and 
a  half,  with  six  good  rowers,  and  the  stream, 
we  arrived  at  my  country-house. 

When  we  went  ashore,  the  two  friends 
stopped  to  observe  the  beauty  of  the  outside 
of  my  house,  and  to  admire  its  advantageous 
situation  for  the  prospects,  which  were  nei- 
ther too  much  limited  nor  too  extensive,  but 
such  as  made  it  very  agreeable.  Then  I 
carried  them  into  all  the  apartments,  and 
shewed  them  all  the  outhouses  and  conveni- 
ences ;  with  all  which  they  were  very  well 
pleased. 


Afterwards  we  walked  in  the  gardens, 
where  what  they  were  most  taken  with  was 
a  grove  of  orange  and  lemon  trees,  loaded 
with  fruits  and  tiowers,  which  were  planted 
at  equal  distances,  and  watered  by  a  canal  of 
fresh  water,  which  was  cut  from  a  pleasant 
river  just  by.  The  close  shade,  the  fragrant 
smell  which  perfumed  the  air,  the  soft  mur- 
murings  of  the  water,  the  harmonious  notes 
of  an  infinite  number  of  bii-ds,  ami  many 
other  agreeable  circumstances,  struck  them 
ill  such  a  manner,  that  they  frequently  stop- 
ped to  express  how  much  they  were  obliged 
to  me  for  bringing  them  to  so  delightful  a 
l)lace,  and  to  congratulate  me  upon  my  great 
acquisition.^,  with  other  compliments.  I  led 
them  to  the  end  of  that  grove,  which  was 
very  long  and  broad,  where  I  shewed  them 
a  wood  of  large  trees  M'hich  terminated  my 
garden,  and  afterwards  a  summer-house, 
open  on  all  sides,  shaded  with  a  cluster  of 
palm-trees,  but  not  so  as  to  spoil  the  [>ro- 
spect;  then  I  invited  them  to  walk  in,  and 
repose  themselves  on  a  sofa  covered  with 
carpets  and  cushions. 

Two  of  my  boys,  whom  I  had  sent  into  the 
country  with  a  tutor,  for  the  air,  left  us,  to 
go  into  the  wood  bird-nesting ;  and  seeing 
a  nest  which  was  built  in  the  branches  of  a 
great  tree,  they  attemi)ted  to  get  at  it;  but 
as  they  had  neither  strength  nor  address  to 
accomplish  it,  they  shewed  it  to  the  slave 
who  waited  on  them,  and  never  left  them, 
and  bid  him  climb  the  tree  for  it ;  who, 
when  he  came  to  it,  was  very  much  surprised 
to  find  it  built  in  a  turban.  However,  he 
took  it,  and  brought  it  down  with  him,  and 
shewed  it  to  my  children ;  and  as  he  thought 
that  I  might  Hke  to  see  a  thing  that  was  so 
uncommon,  he  gave  it  to  the.  eldest  boy  to 
biing  to  me. 

I  saw  the  children  at  a  distance,  coming 
back  to  us,  overjoyed  to  have  gotten  a  nest. 
"Father,"  said  the  eldest  lad,  "we  have 
found  a  nest  in  a  turban."  The  two  friends 
and  I  were  very  much  surprised  at  the  no- 
velty ;  but  I  much  more,  when  I  knew  the 
turban  to  be  that  which  the  kite  liew  away 
with.  After  I  had  examined  it  well,  and 
turned  it  about,  I  said  to  my  guests,  "  Gen- 
tlemen, have  you  memories  good  enough  to 
remember  the  turban  I  had  on  the  day  you 
did  me  the  honour  first  to  speak  to  me?" 
"I  do  not  think,"  said  Saad,  "that  either 
my  friend  or  I  gave  any  attention  to  it ;  but 
if  the  hundred  and  ninety  pieces  of  gold  are 
in  it,  we  cannot  doubt  of  it." 

"Sir,"  replied  I,  "there  is  no  doubt  but 
it  is  the  same  turban ;  for,  besides  that  I 
know  it  very  well,  I  feel  by  the  weight  it  is 
too  heavy  to  be  any  other,  and  you  will  per- 
ceive this,  if  you  give  yourself  the  trouble 
to  take  it  in  your  hand."  Then,  after  tak- 
ing out  the  birds,  and  giving  them  to  the 
children,  I  put  it  into  his  hands,  and  he  gave  it 
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to  Saadi.  "  Indeed,"  said  8aadi,  "  I  believe 
it  to  be  your  turban,  ■wliicli  I  shall  be  better 
convinced  of  AN'lien  I  see  tlie  buudred  and 
ninety  pieces  of  gold." 


"Now,  sir,"  added  1,  taking  the  turban 
again,  "observe  very  well,  before  I  toucli 
it,  that  it  is  of  no  very  fresh  date  in  the 
tree ;  and  the  state  in  which  you  see  it,  and 
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the  nest  so  neatly  made  in  it,  without  hav- 
ing l)eeu  touched  by  the  hand  of  man,  are 
sufficient  proofs  that  the  kite  dropt  or  laid 
it  in  the  tree  ever  since  that  day  he  took  it 
from  off  my  head,  and  the  branches  hindered 
it  from  falling  to  the  ground.  Excuse  my 
making  this  remark,  since  it  concerns  me  so 
mucli  to  remove  all  suspicious  of  fraud  on 
my  part."  Saad  backed  me  in  what  I  urged, 
and  said,  "Saadi,  this  regards  you,  and  not 
me,  for  I  am  verily  persuaded  that  Cogia 
Hassan  does  not  impose  upon  us." 

While  Saad  was  talking,  I  pulled  otf  the 
linen  cloth  which  Avas  wrapped  about  the 
cap  of  the  turban,  and  took  out  the  purse, 
which  Saadi  knew  to  be  the  same  he  gave 
me.  I  emjjtied  it  on  the  carpet  before  them, 
and  said,  "There,  gentlemen,  there  is  the 
money;  count  it,  and  see  if  it  be  right." 
AVhich  Saad  did,  and  found  it  to  be  a  hun- 
dred and  ninety  jiieces  of  gold.  Then  Saadi, 
v.'ho  could  not  deny  so  manifest  a  truth,  ad- 
dressing himself  to  me,  said,  "  I  agree,  Cogia 
Hassan,  that  this  money  coidd  not  serve  to 
enrich  you;  but  the  other  hundred  and 
ninety  pieces,  which  you  woidd  make  me 
believe  you  hid  in  a  pot  of  bran,  might." 
"Su-,"  answered  I,  "  I  liave  told  you  the 
truth  in  regard  to  both  sums.  You  woidd 
not  have  me  retract,  to  make  myself  a  liar." 

"  Cogia  Hassan,"  said  Saad,  "  leave  Saadi 
to  his  own  opinion ;  I  consent  with  all  my 
heart  that  he  believe  you  are  obliged  to  him 
for  one  ]^art  of  your  good  fortune,  by  means 
of  the  last  sum  he  gave  you,  pro-yided  he 
will  agree  that  I  contributed  to  the  other 
half  by  the  bit  of  lead,  and  wUl  not  pretend 


to  dispute  the  valuable  diamond  found  in 
the  fish's  belly."  "I  agree  to  it,"  answered 
Saadi;  "but  still  you  must  give  me  liberty 
to  believe  that  money  is  not  to  be  amassed 
without  money." 

"  What,"  rejilied  Saad,  "if  chance  should 
throw  a  diamond  in  my  way  worth  fifty 
thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  I  should  have 
that  sum  given  me  for  it,  c£ln  it  be  said  I 
got  that  sum  by  money  ? " 

They  disputed  no  further  then  ;  but  we 
rose  up,  and  went  into  the  house,  just  as 
dinner  was  ready.  After  dinner,  I  left  my 
guests  together,  to  pass  away  the  heat  of  the 
day  more  at  their  liberty,  and  with  greater 
composure,  while  I  went  to  give  orders  to 
my  housekeeper  and  gardener.  Afterwards 
I  went  to  them  again,  and  we  talked  of  in- 
different matters  till  it  grew  a  little  cooler ; 
when  we  returned  into  the  garden  for  fresh 
air,  and  stayed  till  sunset.  Then  we  all 
mounted  on  horseback,  and  got  to  Bagdad 
by  moonlight  two  hours  after,  followed  by 
one  of  my  slaves. 

It  happened,  by  I  know  not  wbat  negli- 
gence of  my  servants,  that  we  were  then  out 
of  oats,  and  the  storehouses  were  all  shut 
up ;  when  one  of  my  slaves,  seeking  about 
the  neighbourhood  for  some,  met  with  a  pot 
of  bran  iu  a  shop,  bought  the  bran,  and 
brought  the  pot  along  with  him,  promising 
to  carry  it  back  again  the  next  day.  The 
slave  emptied  the  bran  into  the  mangei-, 
and,  dividing  it  with  his  hands' among  the 
horses,  felt  a  linen  cloth  tied  up,  and  very 
heavy  :  he  brought  the  cloth  to  me  in  the 
condition  that  he  found  it,  and  presented  it 
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to  me,  telling  nae  that  it  might  perhaps  be 
the  cloth  he  had  often  heard  me  talk  of 
among  my  friends. 

Overjoyed,  I  said  to  my  two  benefactors, 
"Gentlemen,  it  has  pleased  God  that  you 
should  not  part  from  me  before  you  were 
fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
assured  you.  There  are  the  other  hundred 
and  ninety  pieces  of  gold  which  you  gave 
me,"  continued  I,  addressing  myself  to  Saadi ; 
' '  I  know  it  very  well  Ijy  the  cloth,  which  I 
tied  np  with  my  own  hands;"  and  then  I 
told  out  the  money  before  them.  I  ordered 
the  pot  presently  to  be  brought  to  me,  and 
knew  it  to  be  the  same :  and  sent  to  my 
wife  to  ask  if  she  recognised  it,  ordering 
them  to  say  nothing  to  her  of  what  had  hap- 
I)ened.  She  knew  it  immediatelj%  and  sent 
me  word  that  it  was  the  same  vase  she  had 
exchanged  full  of  bran  for  the  scouriug- 
earth. 

Saadi  readily  suT)mitted,  and  renounced 
his  incredulity,  and  said  to  Saad,  "I  yield 
to  you,  and  acknowledge  that  money  is  not 
always  the  means  of  becoming  rich." 

When  Saadi  had  done,  I  said  to  him,  "  I 
dare  not  j^ropose  to  return  you  the  three 
hundred  and  eighty  pieces  of  gold  which  it 
hath  pleased  God  should  be  found,  to  unde- 
ceive you  as  to  the  opinion  of  my  honesty. 
I  am  persuaded  that  you  did  not  give  them 
to  me  with  an  intention  that  I  should  return 
them  ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  ought  to  be  very- 
well  content  with  what  Providence  has  sent 
me  from  other  quarters,  and  I  do  not  design 
to  make  use  of  them ;  but,  if  you  approve  of 
it,  to-morrow  I  will  give  them  to  the  poor, 
that  God  may  bless  us  both." 

The  two  friends  lay  at  my  house  that  night 
also ;  and  next  day,  after  embracing  me, 
went  to  their  own  houses,  very  well  jJeased 
with  the  reception  I  had  given  them,  and  to 
lind  I  did  not  make  an  ill  use  of  the  riches 
Heaven  liad  blessed  me  Vv'ith.  I  thanked 
them  both,  and  looked  upon  the  leave  they 
gave  me  to  cultivate  a  friendship  with  them, 
and  to  visit  them,  as  a  great  honour. 

The  caliph  Harojm  Alraschid  was  so  at- 
tentive to  Cogia  Hassan's  story,  that  he  had 
not  perceived  the  end  of  it  but  by  his  silence. 
"Cogia  Hassan/'  said  he,  "I  have  not  for 
a  long  time  heard  anything  that  has  given 
me  so  much  pleasure,  to  see  the  wonderful 
•ways  by  which  God  gave  thee  thy  riches,  to 
make  thee  happy  in  this  world.  Thou 
oughtest  to  continue  to  return  Him  thanks, 
by  the  good  use  thou  makest  of  His  blessings. 
I  am  glad  I  can  tell  thee,  that  the  same 
diamond  which  made  thy  fortune  is  now  in 
my  treasury;  and,  for  my  part,  I  am  hap])y 
to  know  how  it  came  there  :  but  because 
there  may  remain  in  Saadi  some  doubts  on 
the  singularity  of  this  diamond,  which  I  look 
upon  to  be  the  most  precious  and  valuable 
thing  I  am  master  of,  I  woidd  have  you  carry 


him  with  Saad  to  my  treasurer,  who  shall 
shew  it  then:,  to  remove  Saadi's  unbelief, 
and  to  let  him  see  that  money  is  not  the  only- 
certain  means  of  making  a  poor  man  rich  in 
a  short  time,  without  takmg  a  great  deal  of 
jiains.  I  would  also  have  yon  to  tell  the 
keeper  of  my  treasury  this  story,  that  he 
may  get  it  put  into  writing,  and  that  it  may 
be  kept  with  the  diamond." 

After  these  words,  the  caliph  signified  to 
Cogia  Hassan,  Sidi  Nonman,  and  Baba  Ab- 
dalla,  by  bowing  of  his  head,  that  he  was 
satisfied  Avith  them ;  who  all  took  their 
leaves,  by  jn-ostrating  themselves  at  the 
throne,  and  then  retired. 

TUE  STORY  or  ALI  BABA  AND  THE  FORTY 
ROBBERS  DESTROYED  BY  A  SLAVE. 

Ix  a  town  in  Persia,  there  lived  two  brothers, 
one  named  Cassim,  the  other  Ali  Baba.  Their 
father  left  them  no  gi-eat  property  ;  but  ai3 
he  had  divided  it  equally  between  them,  it 
should  seem  their  fortune  would  have  been 
equal ;  but  chance  directed  otherwise. 

Cassim  married  a  wife,  who  soon  after 
their  marriage,  became  heiress  to  a  plentiful 
estate,  and  a  good  shop  and  warehouse  full 
of  rich  merchandise  ;  so  that  he  all  at  once 
become  one  of  the  richest  and  most  consi- 
derable merchants,  and  lived  at  his  ease. 

Ali  Baba,  on  the  other  hand,  who  married 
a  -woman  as  poor  as  himself,  lived  in  a  very 
mean  habitation,  and  had  no  other  means  to 
maintain  his  wife  and  children  but  his  daily 
labour,  by  cutting  of  wood  in  a  forest  near 
the  town,  and  bringing  it  upon  three  asses, 
which  were  his  whole  substance,  to  tovi'n  to 
sell. 

One  day,  Avhen  Ali  Baba  was  in  the  forest, 
and  had  just  cut  wood  enough  to  load  his 
asses,  he  saw  at  a  distance  a  great  cloud  of 
dust,  which  seemed  to  approach  towardo 
him.  He  obsei-^-ed  it  very  attentively,  and 
distinguished  a  large  body  of  horse  coming 
briskly  on  ;  and  though  they  did  not  talk  of 
robbers  in  that  country,  Ali  Baba  began  to 
think  that  they  might  prove  so  ;  and,  with- 
oiit  considering  what  might  become  of  his 
asses,  he  was  resolved  to  save  himself.  He 
climbed  up  a  large  thick  tree,  whose 
branches,  at  a  little  distance  from  the 
ground,  divided  in  a  circular  form  so  close 
to  one  another,  that  there  was  but  little 
space  between  them.  He  i)laccd  himself  in 
the  middle,  from  whence  he  could  see  all 
that  passed  without  being  seen ;  and  this 
tree  stood  at  the  bottom  of  a  single  rock, 
which  was  very  high  above  it,  and  so  steep 
and  craggy  that  nobody  could  climb  up  it. 

This  troop,  who  were  all  well  mounted 
and  well  armed,  came  to  the  foot  of  this 
rock,  and  there  dismounted.  Ali  Balia 
counted  forty  of  them,  and,  by  their  looks 
and   equipage,    never    doubted    they  were 
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thieves.  No^-  was  he  mistaken  in  his  ojii- 
nion ;  for  tliey  were  a  troop  of  banditti, 
who,  withont  doing  any  hurt  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood, robbed  at  a  distance,  and  nuvde 
tliat  place  their  rendezvous ;  and  what  con- 
firmed him  in  this  ojiinion  was,  CA'ery  man 
nnbridled  liis  horse,  and  tied  liim  to  some 
shrub  or  other,  and  hung  about  his  neck  a 
bag  of  corn,  which  they  brought  behind 
them.  Then  each  of  them  took  his  povt- 
manteau,  which  seemed  to  All  Baba  to  be 
full  of  gold  and  silver  by  their  weight.  One, 
who  was  most  personable  amongst  them,  and 
whom  he  took  to  be  their  captain,  came  with 
his  portmanteau  on  his  back  under  the  tree 
iu  which  All  Baba  was  hid,  and,  making  his 
way  through  some  shrubs,  pronounced  these 
Avoi-ds  so  distinctly,  "Open,  Sesavie,"*  that 
All  Baba  heard  him.  As  soon  as  the  captain 
of  the  robbers  had  uttered  these  words,  a 
door  opened ;  and  after  he  had  made  all  his 
troop  go  in  before  him,  he  followed  them, 
and  the  door  shut  again  of  itself. 

The  robbers  staj-ed  some  time  within  the 
rock ;  and  Ali  Baba,  who  feared  that  some 
one,  or  all  of  them  together,  should  come 
out  and  catch  him,  if  he  should  endeavour 
to  make  his  escape,  was  obliged  to  sit  jja- 
tiently  in  the  tree.  He  was,  nevertheless, 
tempted  once  or  twice  to  get  down,  and 
mount  one  of  their  horses,  and  lead  another, 
driving  his  asses  before  him  with  all  the 
haste  he  could  to  town ;  but  the  iincertainty 
of  the  event  made  him  choose  the  safest 
way. 

At  last  the  door  opened  again,  and  the 
forty  robbers  came  out.  As  the  captain 
went  in  last,  he  came  out  first,  and  stood  to 
see  them  all  pass  by  him;  and  then  Ali 
Baba  heard  him  make  the  door  close,  by 
pronouncing  these  words,  "Shut,  Sesame." 
Every  man  went  and  bridled  his  horse, 
fastening  his  portmanteau  and  mounting 
again ;  and  when  the  captain  saw  them  all 
ready,  he  put  himself  at  their  head,  and 
they  returned  the  same  way  they  came. 

Ali  Baba  did  not  immediately  rpiit  his 
tree;  for,  said  he  to  himself,  they  may  have 
forgotten  something  and  come  back  again, 
and  then  T  shall  be  taken.  He  followed 
them  with  his  ej'es  as  far  as  he  could  see 
tlicm ;  and  after  that  stayed  a  considerable 
time  before  he  came  down ;  remembering 
the  words  the  cajitain  of  the  robbers  made 
use  of  to  cause  the  door  to  open  and  shut, 
he  had  the  curio.'iity  to  try  if  his  i)ronouucing 
it  would  have  the  same  effect.  Accordingly 
he  went  among  the  shi-ubs,  and  perceiving 
the  door  concealed  behind  them,  he  stood 
before  it,  and  said,  "  O^jen,  Sesame."  The 
door  instantly  flew  wide  open. 

Ali  Baba,  who  expected  a  dark  dismal 
place,  was  very  much  surprised  to  see  it 

*  "Sesame"  is  a  sort  of  corn. 


well  lighted  and  spacious,  cut  out  by  men's 
hands  in  form  of  a  vault,  which  received  the 
light  from  an  opening  at  the  top  of  the  rock, 
cut  in  like  manner.  He  saw  all  sorts  of 
provisions,  and  rich  bales  of  merchandises 
of  silk,  stuff,  brocade,  and  valuable  carpet- 
ing, piled  upon  one  another ;  and,  above  all, 
gold  and  silver  in  great  heaps,  and  money  in 
great  leather  purses.  The  sight  of  all  these 
riches  made  him  believe  that  this  cave  had 
been  occupied  for  ages  by  robbers,  who 
succeeded  one  another. 

Ali  Baba  did  not  stand  long  to  consider 
what  he  shoiUd  do,  but  went  immediately 
into  the  cave,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  iu,  the 
door  shut  again.  But  this  did  not  disturb 
him,  because  he  knew  the  secret  to  open  it 
again.  He  never  regarded  the  silver,  but 
made  the  best  use  of  his  time  in  carrying 
out  as  much  of  the  gold  coin,  which  was  iu 
bags,  at  several  times,  as  he  thought  his 
three  asses  could  carry.  AVhen  he  had  done, 
he  collected  his  asses,  which  were  dispersed, 
and  when  he  had  loaded  them  with  the 
bags,  laid  the  wood  on  them  iu  such  a  man- 
ner that  they  could  not  be  seen.  When  he 
had  done,  he  stood  before  the  door,  and  pro- 
nouncing the  words,  '■'■Shut,  Sesame,"  the 
door  closed  after  him,  for  it  had  shut  of  itself 
while  he  was  within,  and  remained  open 
while  he  was  out.  He  then  made  the  best 
of  his  way  to  town. 

When  Ali  Baba  got  home,  he  drove  his 
asses  into  a  little  yard,  and  shut  the  gates 
very  carefully,  threw  off  the  wood  that 
covered  the  bags,  carried  them  into  his 
house,  and  ranged  them  in  order  before  his 
wife,  who  sat  on  a  sofa. 

His  wife  handled  the  bags,  and  finding 
them  full  of  money,  suspected  that  her  hus- 
band had  been  robbing,  insomuch  that  when 
he  had  brought  them  all  in,  she  could  Jiot 
help  saying,  "Ali  Baba,  have  you  been  so 
unhappy  as  to" "Be  quiet,  wife,"  inter- 
rupted Ali  Baba ;  "do  not  frighten  yourself  : 
I  am  no  robber,  iiuless  he  can  be  one  who 
steals  from  robbers.  You  will  no  longer 
entertain  an  ill  opinion  of  me,  when  I  shall 
tell  you  my  good  fortune."  Then  he  emptied 
the  bags,  which  raised  such  a  great  heap  of 
gold  as  dazzled  his  wife's  eyes  :  and  when 
he  had  done,  he  told  her  the  whole  adven- 
ture from  the  bcgimiing  to  the  end  ;  and, 
above  all,  recommended  to  her  to  keep  it 
secret. 

The  wife,  recovered  and  cui-ed  of  her 
fears,  rejoiced  with  her  husband  at  their 
good  luck,  and  would  count  the  monei* 
l)iece  by  inece.  "  Wife,"  rei)lied  Ali  Baba. 
"you  do  not  know  what  you  undertake, 
when  you  jiretend  to  count  the  money ;  you 
will  never  have  done.  I  will  go  and  dig  a 
hole  and  bury  it ;  there  is  no  time  to  be 
lost."  "You  are  i;i  the  right  of  it,  hus- 
band," replied  the  wife  ;  "  but  let  us  know, 
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as  iiigli  as  possible,  Low  mucli  we  have.  I 
■will  go  aud  borrow  a  small  measure  in  tlio 
neighbourhood,  and  measure  it,  while  you 
dig  the  hole."  "  What  you  are  going  to  do 
is  to  no  purpose,  wife,"  said  Ali  Baba;  "if 
you  would  take  my  advice,  you  had  better 
let  it  alone  ;  but  be  sure  to  keep  the  secret, 
and  do  what  you  please." 

Away  the  wife  ran  to  her  brother-in-law 
Cassini,  who  lived  just  by,  but  v.a?  not  then 
at  home  ;  and  addressing  herself  to  his  vvdfe, 
desired  her  to  lend  her  a  measure  for  a  little 
while.  Her  sister-in-law  asked  her  whether 
she  woidd  have  a  gi-eat  or  a  small  one.  The 
other  asked  for  a  small  one.  She  bid  her 
stay  a  little,  and  she  woidd  readily  fetch 
one. 

The  sister-in-law  did  so,  but  as  she  knew 
very  well  Ali  Baba's  poverty,  she  was  curi- 
ous to  know  what  sort  of  grain  his  wife 
wanted  to  measure,  and  bethought  herself 
of  artfully  jiutting  some  suet  at  the  bottom 
of  the  measure,  and  brought  it  to  her  with 
an  excuse,  that  she  was  sorry  that  she  had 
made  her  stay  so  long,  but  that  .she  could 
not  find  it  sooner. 

AU  Baba's  wife  went  home,  set  the  mea- 
sure ujion  the  heap  of  gold,  and  filled  it  and 
emptied  it  often,  at  a  small  distance  upon 
the  sofa,  till  she  had  done  :  and  she  was 
very  well  satLsfied  to  find  the  number  of 
measures  amounted  to  so  many  as  they  did, 
and  went  to  tell  her  husband,  who  had 
almost  finished  digging  the  hole.  While 
Ali  Baba  was  burying  the  gold,  his  wife,  to 
shew  her  exactness  aud  diligence  to  her 
sister-in-law,  carried  the  measure  back 
again,  but  without  taking  notice  that  a 
piece  of  gold  stuck  at  the  bottom.  "Sister," 
said  she,  giving  it  to  her  again,  "  you  see 
that  I  have  not  kept  your  measure  long  :  I 
am  obliged  to  you  for  it,  and  retui-n  it  with 
thanks. " 

As  soon  as  Ali  Baba's  wife's  back  was 
turned,  Cassim's  wife  looked  at  the  bottom 
of  the  measure,  and  was  in  an  inexpressible 
surprise  to  find  a  piece  of  gold  stuck  to  it. 
Envy  immediately  possessed  her  breast. 
"  What !"  said  he,  "  has  AJi  Baba  gold  so 
l>lentiful  as  to  measure  it  ?  Where  has  that 
poor  wretch  got  all  this  gold?"  Cassim, 
ner  husband,  was  not  at  home,  as  I  said 
before,  luit  at  his  shop,  which  he  left  always 
in  the  evening.  His  wife  waited  for  him, 
and  thought  the  time  an  age;  so  great  was 
her  impatience  to  tell  him  the  news,  at  which 
he  would  be  as  much  surprised. 

When  Cassim  came  home,  his  wife  said 
to  him,  "  Cassim,  I  warrant  you,  you  think 
yourself  rich,  but  you  are  much  mistaken  ; 
Ali  Baba  is  infinitely  richer  than  you  ;  he 
does  not  count  his  money,  but  measures  it." 
Cassim  desired  her  to  explain  the  riddle, 
which  she  did  l)y  telling  him  the  stratagem 
she  had  made  \xse  of  to  make  the  discovery, 


and  shewed  him  the  jiiece  of  money  Avhich 
was  so  old  a  coin  that  they  could  not  tell  in 
what  prince's  reign  it  was  coined. 

Cassim,  instead  of  being  pleased  at  his 
brother's  prosperity,  conceived  a  mortal 
jealousy,  and  could  not  sleep  all  that  night 
for  it,  but  went  to  him  in  the  morning  be- 
fore sunrise.  Now  Cassim,  after  he  married 
the  rich  widow,  never  treated  Ali  Baba  as  a 
brother,  but  forgot  him.  "  Ali  Baba,"  said 
he,  accosting  him,  "you  are  very  reserved 
in  yoiir  affairs  :  you  pretend  to  be  miserably 
poo:-,  and  yet  yin  meavure  g;ld."  "How, 
brother  I "  replied  Ali  Baba ;  "  I  do  not  know 
what  you  mean:  explain  yourself."  "Do 
not  pretend  ignorance,"  replied  Cassini, 
shewing  him  the  piece  of  gold  his  wife  had 
given  him.  "  How  many  of  these  pieces," 
added  he,  "  have  you  ?  My  wife  found  this 
at  the  bottom  of  the  measure  you  borrowed 
yesterday." 

By  this  discourse,  Ali  Baba  perceived  that 
Cassim  and  his  wife,  through  his  own  wife's 
folly,  knew  what  they  had  so  much  reason 
to  keej)  secret;  but  what  was  done  could 
not  be  recalled  ;  therefore,  without  shewing 
the  least  surprise  or  trouble,  he  confessed 
all,  and  told  his  brother  by  what  chance  he 
hail  discovered  this  retreat  of  the  thieves, 
aud  in  what  place  it  was  ;  and  offered  him 
part  of  his  treasure  to  keep  the  secret.  "I 
expect  as  much,"  replied  Cassim,  haughtily ; 
"  but  I  will  know  exactly  where  this  trea- 
sure is,  and  the  signs  and  tokens  how  I  may 
go  to  it  myself  when  1  have  a  mind  ;  other- 
wise I  will  go  and  inform  against  you,  aud 
then  you  will  not  only  get  no  more,  but  will 
lose  all  you  have  got,  and  I  shall  have  my 
share  for  my  infoi-mation." 

Ali  Baba,  more  out  of  his  natural  gootl 
temper,  than  frightened  by  the  insidting 
menaces  of  a  barbarous  brother,  told  him  all 
he  desired,  and  even  the  very  words  he  was 
to  make  use  of  to  go  into  the  cave,  and  to 
come  out  again. 

Cassim,  who  wanted  no  more  of  Ali  Baba, 
left  him,  resolving  to  be  beforehand  with 
him,  and  ho])ing  to  get  all  the  treasure  to 
himself.  He  rose  early  the  next  morning,  a 
long  time  before  the  sun,  and  set  out  with 
ten  mides  loaded  with  great  chests,  which  he 
designed  to  fill :  proijosing  to  carry  many 
more  the  next  time,  according  to  the  riclies 
he  found  ;  and  followed  the  i-oad  which  Ali 
Baba  had  told  him.  He  was  not  long  before 
he  came  to  the  rock,  and  found  out  the  place 
by  the  tree,  and  other  marks  his  brother  had 
given  him.  When  he  came  to  the  door,  hepro- 
noimced  these  words,  '■'■O-pe.n,  Semmc."  and 
it  opened  ;  and  v.hen  he  was  in,  shut  again. 
In  examining  the  cave,  he  was  in  gi-eat 
admiration  to  find  much  more  riches  than 
he  apprehended  by  Ali  Baba's  relation.  He 
was  so  covetous  and  fond  of  riches,  that  he 
could  have  spent  the  whole  day  in  feasting 
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his  eyes  with  so  much  treasure,  if  the 
thoughts  that  he  came  to  carry  some  away 
with  him,  ami  loading  his  mules,  had  not 
himlered  him.  He  laid  as  many  bags  of 
gold  as  ho  coidd  carry  away  at  the  door, 
and  coming  at  last  to  open  the  door,  his 
thoughts  were  so  full  of  the  great  riches  he 
should  possess,  that  he  could  not  tliink  of 
the  necessary  word  ;  hut  instead  of  ^^  Sesame" 
said,  '^  Open,  Bai-lei/,"  and  was  very  much 
amazed  to  find  tliat  the  door  did  not  open, 
but  remained  fast  shut.  He  named  several 
sorts  of  gi-ain,  all  but  the  right,  and  the  door 
woidd  not  open. 

Cassim  never  expected  such  an  accident, 
and  was  so  frightened  at  the  danger  he  was 
ill,  that  the  more  he  endeavoured  to  re- 
member the  word  '^Sesame,"  the  more  his 
memory  was  confounded,  and  he  had  as 
much  forgotten  it  as  if  he  had  never  heard 
it  in  his  life  before.  He  threw  down  the 
bags  he  had  loaded  himself  with,  and  walked 
hastily  up  and  down  the  cave,  without  hav- 
ing the  least  regard  to  all  the  riches  that 
were  round  him.  In  this  miserable  condition 
we  will  leave  him,  bewaiUng  his  fate,  and 
vudeserving  of  pity. 

About  noon  the  robbers  returned  to  their 
cave,  and  at  some  distance  from  it  saw 
Cassim's  mules  straggling  about  the  rock, 
with  great  chests  on  their  backs.  Alarmed 
at  this  novelty  they  gallopped  full  speed  to 
the  cave.  They  drove  away  the  mules, 
which  Cassim  had  neglected  to  fasten, 
and  they  strayed  away  through  the  forest 
so  far  that  they  were  soon  out  of  sight. 
The  robbers  never  gave  themselves  the 
trouble  to  pursue  the  mules  :  they  were  more 
concerned  to  know  who  they  belonged  to. 
And  while  some  of  them  searched  about  the 
rock,  the  captain  and  the  rest  went  directly 
to  the  door,  with  their  naked  sabres  in  their 
hands,  and  pronouncing  the  words,  it  opened. 

Cassim,  who  heard  the  noise  of  the 
horses'  feet  from  the  middle  of  the  cave, 
never  doubted  of  the  coming  of  the  robbers, 
and  his  approaching  death;  but  was  re- 
solved to  make  one  effort  to  escape  from 
them.  To  this  end  he  stood  ready  at  the 
door,  and  no  sooner  heard  the  word  "Sesame," 
which  he  had  forgotten,  and  saw  the  door 
open,  but  he  jumped  briskly  out,  and  threw 
tlie  captain  down,  but  coidd  not  escape  the 
other  robbers,  who  with  their  sabres  soon 
deprived  him  of  life. 

Tlic  first  care  of  the  robbers  after  this 
was  to  go  into  the  cave.  They  found  all 
the  bags  which  Qissim  had  brought  to  the 
door,  to  be  more  ready  to  load  his  mides 
Miiu,  and  carried  them  aU  back  again  to 
their  jilaces,  without  perceiving  what  Ali 
Daba  had  taken  away  before.  Then  hold- 
ing a  council,  and  deliberating  upon  tliis 
matter,  they  guessed  that  Cassim,  when  he 
was  in,  coul.d  not  get  out  again ;  but  they 


could  not  imagine  how  he  got  in.  It  came 
into  their  heads  that  he  might  have  got 
down  by  the  top  of  the  cave ;  but  the 
opening  by  which  it  received  light  was  so 
high,  and  the  top  of  the  rock  so  inaccessible 
without,  besides  that  nothing  shewed  that 
he  had  done  so,  that  they  believed  it  im- 
practicable for  them  to  find  out.  That  he 
came  in  at  the  door  they  could  not  satisfy 
themselves,  unless  he  had  the  secret  of 
making  it  open.  In  short,  none  of  them 
could  imagine  which  way  lie  entered  ;  for 
they  were  all  persuaded  that  nobody  knew 
their  secret,  little  imagining  that  Ali  Baba 
had  watched  them.  But,  however  it  hap- 
l)ened,  it  was  a  matter  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  them  to  secure  their  riches. 
They  agreed  therefore  to  cut  Cassim's  body 
into  four  quarters,  and  to  hang  two  on  one 
side,  and  two  on  the  other,  within  the  door 
of  the  cave,  to  terrify  any  person  that 
should  attempt  the  same  thing,  determining 
not  to  return  to  the  cave  till  the  stench  of 
tlie  body  was  comjiletely  exhaled.  They 
had  no  sooner  taken  this  resolution,  but 
they  executed  it ;  and  when  they  had  no 
thing  more  to  detain  them,  they  left  the 
place  of  their  retreat  well  closed.  They 
moimted  their  horses,  and  went  to  beat  the 
roads  again,  and  to  attack  the  caravans 
they  should  meet. 

In  the  meantime,  Cassim's  wife  was  very 
uneasy  when  night  came,  and  her  husband 
had  not  returned.  She  ran  to  Ali  Baba  in 
a  terrible  fright,  and  said,  "I  believe,  bro- 
ther-in-law, that  you  know  that  Cassim, 
your  brother,  is  gone  to  the  forest,  and  upon 
what  account :  it  is  now  night,  and  he  is  not 
returned :  I  am  afraid  some  misfortune  has 
come  to  him."  Ali  Baba,  who  never  disjjuted 
Init  that  his  brother,  after  what  he  had  said 
to  him,  would  go  to  the  forest,  declined 
going  himself  that  day,  for  fear  of  giving 
him  any  umbrage  ;  therefore  told  her,  with- 
out any  refiection  upon  her  husband's  un- 
handsome behaviour,  that  she  need  not 
frighten  herself,  for  that  certainly  Cassim 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  come  into  the  town 
till  the  night  should  be  pretty  far  advanced. 

Cassim's  wife,  considering  how  .much  it 
concerned  her  husband  to  keep  this  thing 
secret,  was  the  more  easily  pei'suaded  to 
believe  him.  She  went  home  again,  and 
waited  patiently  till  midnight.  Then  her 
fear  redoubled  with  grief  the  more  sensible, 
because  she  durst  not  vent  it,  nor  shew  it,  but 
was  forced  to  keep  it  secret  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Then,  as  if  her  fault  had  been 
irreparable,  she  repented  of  her  foolish  curi- 
osity, and  cui'sed  her  desire  of  penetrating 
into  the  affairs  of  her  brother  and  sister-in- 
law.  She  spent  all  that  night  in  weeping  , 
and  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  went  to  them, 
telling  them,  by  her  tears,  the  cause  of  he? 
coming. 
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Ali  Bal)a  did  not  Avait  for  liis  sister-in-law 
to  desire  him  to  go  and  see  what  was  become 
of  Cassim,  but  went  immediately  with  his 
three  asses,  begging  of  her  first  to  moderate 
her  affliction.  He  went  to  the  forest,  and 
■when  he  came  near  the  rock,  and  having 
seen  neither  his  brother  nor  his  mides  in  his 
way,  he  was  very  much  surprised  to  se(i 
some  blood  spilt  by  the  door,  which  he  took 
for  an  ill  omen ;  Init  when  he  had  pronounced 
the  word,  and  the  door  opened,  he  was  much 
more  startled  at  the  dismal  sight  of  his  bro- 
ther's cpiarters.  He  was  not  long  in  deter- 
mining how  he  should  pay  the  last  dues  to 
his  brother,  and,  without  remembering  the 
little  brotherly  friendship  he  had  for  him, 
went  into  the  cave,  to  find  something  to 
Avrap  them  in,  and  loaded  one  of  his  asses 
with  them,  and  covered  them  over  with  wood. 
The  other  two  asses  he  loaded  with  bags  of 
gold,  covering  them  with  wood  also  as  before, 
and  then  bidding  the  door  .shut,  came  away  ; 
but  was  so  cautious  as  to  stop  some  time  at 
the  end  of  the  forest,  that  he  might  not  go 
into  the  town  before  night.  When  he  came 
home,  he  drove  the  two  asses  loaded  with 
gold  into  his  little  yard,  and  left  the  care  of 
unloading  them  to  his  wife,  while  he  led  the 
other  to  his  sister-in-law's. 

Ali  Baba  knocked  at  the  door,  which  was 
0])cned  by  Morgiana,  a  cunning,  intelligent 
slave,  fiiutfid  in  inventions  to  ensure  suc- 
cess in  the  most  difiicult  imdertakings;  and 
Ali  Baba  knew  her  to  be  such.  When  he 
came  into  the  court,  he  imloaded  the  ass, 
and  taking  Morgiana  aside,  said  to  her, 
"  The  first  thing  I  ask  of  you  is  an  inviolable 
secrecy,  which  you  will  find  is  necessary 
both  for  your  mistress's  sake  and  mine. 
Your  master's  body  is  contained  in  these 
two  bundles,  and  our  business  is,  to  bury 
him  as  if  he  died  a  natural  death.  Go  tell 
your  mistress  T  want  to  speak  with  her  ; 
and  mind  what  I  say  to  you." 

Morgiana  went  to  her  mistress,  and  Ali 
Baba  followed  her.  "Well,  brother,"  said 
she,  with  great  impatience,  "what  news  do 
you  bring  me  of  my  husband?  I  perceive 
no  comfort  in  your  countenance."  ''  Sister," 
answei'cd  Ali  Baba,  "  I  cannot  tell  you  any- 
thing before  you  hear  my  story  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end,  without  speaking  a 
word  ;  for  it  is  of  as  great  importance  to  you 
as  to  me  to  keep  what  has  hajipened  secret." 
"Alas!  "said  she,  "this  preamble  lets  me 
know  that  my  husband  is  dead  ;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  know  the  necessity  of  the  secrecy 
you  require  of  me,  and  I  must  constrain 
myself  :  say  on  ;  I  will  hear  you." 

Then  Ali  Baba  told  his  sister  the  success 
of  his  journey,  till  he  came  to  the  finding 
of  Cassim's body.  "Now,"  said  he,  "sister, 
I  have  something  to  tell  you,  which  will 
afflict  you  much  the  more,  because  it  is 
what  you  so  little  expect;    but  it  cannot 


now  be  remedied ;  and  if  anything  can  com- 
fort you,  I  oiTer  to  put  that  little  which 
God  hath  sent  me,  to  what  3'ou  have,  and 
marry  you :  assuring  you  that  my  wife 
will  not  be  jealous,  and  that  we  shall 
live  happily  together.  If  this  projiosal  is 
agreeable  to  you,  we  miist  think  of  acting 
so,  as  that  my  brother  should  appear  to 
have  died  a  natural  death.  I  think  you 
may  leave  the  management  of  it  to  J.lor- 
giana,  and  I  will  contribute  all  that  lies  in 
my  powei-." 

What  could  Cassim's  widow  do  better 
than  accept  of  this  proposal?  For  though 
her  first  husband  had  left  behind  him  plenti- 
ful substance,  this  second  was  much  richer, 
and  by  the  discovery  of  this  treasure  might 
be  much  more  so.  Instead  of  rejecting  the 
offer,  she  looked  upon  it  as  a  reasonable 
motive  to  comfort  her;  and  di-ying  up  her 
tears,  which  began  to  flow  abundantly,  and 
su]ipressing  the  outcries  usual  with  women 
v.ho  have  lost  their  husbands,  shewed  Ali 
Baba  she  approved  of  his  proposal.  Ali 
Baba  left  the  widow,  and  recommended  to 
Morgiana  to  act  her  part  well,  and  then 
returned  home  with  his  ass. 

Morgiana  went  out  at  the  same  time  to 
an  apothecary,  and  asked  him  for  a  sort  of 
lozenges,  which  he  prepared,  and  were  very 
efficacious  in  the  most  dangerous  distempers. 
The  apothecary  asked  her  who  was  sick  at 
her  master's.  She  replied  with  a  sigh,  "  Her 
good  master  Cassim  himself :  that  they 
knew  not  what  his  distemper  was,  but  that 
he  could  neither  eat  nor  speak."  After 
these  words  Morgiana  carried  the  lozenges 
home  with  her,  and  the  next  morning  went 
to  the  same  ai^othecary's  again,  and,  with 
tears  in  her  e3^es,  asked  for  an  essence  which 
they  used  to  give  to  sick  people  only  when 
at  the  last  extremity.  "Alas!"  said  she, 
taking  it  from  the  ajiothecary,  "  I  am  afraid 
that  this  remedy  will  have  no  better  effect 
than  the  lozenges,  and  that  I  shall  lose  my 
good  master." 

On  the  other  hand,  as  Ali  Baba  and  his 
wife  were  often  seen  to  go  between  Cassim's 
and  their  own  house  all  that  day,  and  to 
seem  melancholy,  nobody  was  surprised  in 
the  evening  to  hear  the  lamentable  shrieks 
and  cries  of  Cassim's  wife  and  Morgiana, 
Avho  told  it  everywhere  that  her  master  was 
dead. 

The  next  morning,  soon  after  day  ap- 
peared, INIorgiana,  who  knew  a  certain  old 
cobbler  that  opened  his  stall  early,  before 
other  peojile,  went  to  him,  and  bidding  him 
good-morrow,  ]mt  a  ]iiece  of  gold  into  his 
hand.  "  Well,"  said  Baba  Mustapha,  which 
was  his  name,  and  who  was  a  merry  old 
fellow,  looking  on  the  gold,  though  it  was 
hardly  daylight,  and  seeing  what  it  was, 
"this  is  good  hansel:  what  must  I  do  for 
it  ?     I  am  ready. " 
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"Baba  Mustapha,"  said  Morgiana,  "you 
must  take  with  you  your  sewiug  tackle,  aud 
go  with  me ;  but  I  must  tell  you,  I  shall 
bliudfold  you  whcu  you  come  to  such  a 
place." 

Baba  Mustapha  seemed  to  boggle  a  little 
at  these  words.  "Oh,  ho!"  replied  he, 
"  you  would  have  me  do  something  against 
my  conscience,  or  against  my  honour." 
"God  forbid,"  said  Morgiana,  putting  an- 
other piece  of  gold  into  his  hand,  "that  I 
should  ask  anything  that  is  contrary  to  your 
honour ;  only  come  along  with  me,  and  fear 
nothing. " 

Baba  Mustapha  wont  with  Morgiana, 
who,  after  she  had  bound  his  eyes  with  a 
handkerchief,  at  the  place  she  told  him  of, 
cai-ried  him  to  her  deceased  master's  house, 
and  never  unloosed  his  eyes  till  he  came 
into  the  room  where  she  had  put  the  corpse 
together.  "  Baba  Mustapha,"  said  she, 
' '  you  must  make  haste,  and  sew  these  quar- 
tei-s  together ;  and  when  you  have  done,  I 
will  give  you  another  inece  of  gold." 

After  Baba  Mustapha  had  done,  she  blind- 
folded him  again,  gave  him  the  third  piece 
of  gold,  as  she  promised,  recommending 
secrecy  to  him,  carried  him  back  to  the 
place  where  she  first  bound  his  eyes,  jDulIed 
olf  the  bandage,  and  let  him  go  home,  but 
watched  him  that  he  returned  to  his  stall, 
till  he  was  quite  out  of  sight,  for  fear  he 
should  have  the  curiosity  to  return  and 
dodge  her,  and  then  went  home. 

By  the  time  ]\Iorgiana  had  warmed  some 
water  to  wash  the  body,  Ali  Baba  came 
with  incense  to  embalm  it,  and  bury  it  with 
the  usual  ceremonies.  Not  long  after,  the 
joiner,  according  to  Ali  Baba's  orders, 
brought  the  coflin,  which  ]\Iorgiana,  that  he 
might  find  out  nothing,  received  at  the  door, 
and  helped  Ali  Baba  to  put  the  body  into 
it ;  and  as  soon  as  he  had  nailed  it  up,  she 
went  to  the  mosque  to  tell  the  iman  that 
they  were  ready.  The  peojile  of  the  mosque, 
whose  business  it  was  to  wash  the  dead, 
offered  to  perfoi-m  their  duty,  but  she  told 
them  it  was  done  already. 

Morgiana  had  scarce  got  home  Ijefore  the 
iman  and  the  other  ministers  of  the  mosque 
came.  Four  neighbours  carried  the  corpse 
on  their  shoidders  to  the  burying-ground, 
following  the  iman,  who  recited  some 
prayers.  Morgiana,  as  a  slave  to  the  de- 
ceased, followed  the  corpse,  weeping,  beat- 
ing her  breast,  and  tearing  her  hair ;  and  Ali 
Baba  came  after  with  some  neighbours,  who 
often  relieved  the  others  in  carrying  the 
corpse  to  the  burying-ground. 

Cassim's  wife  stayed  at  home  mourning, 
uttering  lamentable  cries  with  the  Avomen  of 
the  neighbourhood,  who  came  according  to 
custom  during  the  funeral,  and,  joining 
their  lamentations  with  hers,  filled  the 
quarter  far  aud  near  with  sorrow, 


In  this  manner  Cassim's  melancholy  death 
was  concealed  and  hushed  up  between  Ali 
Balja,  his  wife,  Cassim's  widow,  and  Mor- 
giana, with  so  much  contrivance,  that  no- 
body in  the  city  had  the  least  knowledge  or 
suspicion  of  it. 

Three  or  four  days  after  the  funeral,  Ali 
Baba  removed  his  few  goods  to  his  brother's 
widow's  house ;  but  the  money  he  had  taken 
from  the  robbers  he  conveyed  thither  by 
night ;  and  soon  after  the  marriage  with  his 
sister-in-law  was  published ;  and  as  these 
marriages  are  common  in  our  religion,  no- 
body was  surprised. 

As  for  Cassim's  shop,  Ali  Baba  gave  it  to 
his  own  eldest  son,  who  had  been  some  time 
out  of  his  a]i])renticcship  to  a  great  merchant, 
promising  him  withal,  that  if  he  managed 
well,  he  would  soon  give  him  a  fortune  to 
marry  very  advantageously  according  to  his 
situation. 

Let  us  now  leave  Ali  Baba  to  enjoy  the 
beginning  of  his  good  fortune,  and  retiu-n  to 
the  forty  robbers. 

They  came  again  at  the  appointed  time  to 
visit  their  retreat  in  the  forest ;  but  how 
great  was  their  surprise  to  find  Cassim's 
body  taken  away,  aud  some  of  their  bags 
of  gold.  "We  are  certainly  discovered," 
said  the  captain,  "and  shall  be  undone,  if 
we  do  not  take  care,  and  speedily  apply 
some  remedy  ;  otherwise  we  shall  insensibly 
lose  all  the  riches  which  our  ancestors  have 
been  so  many  years  amassing  together  with 
so  much  pains  and  danger.  All  that  we  can 
think  of  this  loss  which  we  have  sustained 
is,  that  the  thief  whom  we  have  surprised 
had  the  secret  of  oj^ening  the  door,  and  we 
came  luckily  as  he  was  coming  out :  but  his 
body  being  removed,  and  with  it  some  of 
our  money,  plainly  shews  that  he  has  an 
accomplice ;  and  as  it  is  likely  that  there 
were  but  two  who  had  got  this  secret,  and 
one  has  been  caught,  we  must  look  nar- 
roAvly  after  the  other.  What  say  you  to 
it,  my  lads?" 

All  the  robbers  thought  the  captain's 
proposal  so  reasonable,  that  they  unani- 
mously approved  of  it,  and  agreed  that  they 
must  lay  aU  other  enter] )rises  aside,  to  ftdlow 
this  closely,  and  not  give  it  up  till  they  had 
succeeded. 

"I  expected  no  less,"  said  the  captain, 
"from  your  courage  aud  bravery;  but, 
first  of  all,  one  of  you  who  is  bold,  artful, 
and  enterprising,  must  go  into  the  town 
dressed  like  a  traveller  aud  stranger,  and 
exert  all  his  contrivance  to  try  if  he  can 
hear  any  talk  of  the  strange  death  of  the 
man  whom  we  have  killed,  as  he  deserved, 
and  to  endeavour  to  find  out  who  he  was, 
and  where  he  lived.  This  is  a  matter  of 
the  first  importance  for  us  to  know,  that 
we  may  do  nothing  which  we  may  have 
reason  to  repent   of,    by  discovering   our- 
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selves  in  a  country  wbci-e  we  liave  lived  so 
long  unknown,  and  where  we  have  so  much 
reason  to  continue ;  but  to  warn  that  man 
who  shall  take  upon  himself  this  commis- 
sion, and  to  prevent  our  being  deceived  by 
liis  giving  us  a  false  report,  which  may  be 
the  cause  of  our  ruin,  I  ask  you  all,  if  you 
do  not  think  it  lit,  that  in  that  case  he  shall 
submit  to  suffer  death?" 

"Without  waiting  for  the  suffrages  of  his 
companions,  one  of  the  robbers  started  up, 
juid  said,  "I  submit  to  this  law,  and  think 
it  an  honour  to  expose  my  life,  by  taking 
Kiich  a  commission  ujjon  me  ;  but  remember, 
at  least,  if  I  do  not  succeed,  that  I  neither 
wanted  courage  nor  good-will  to  serve  the 
troo])." 

After  this  robber  had  received  great  com- 
mendations from  the  captain  and  his  com- 
rades, he  disguised  himself  so  that  nobody 
Avould  take  him  for  what  he  was ;  and  taking 
his  leave  of  the  troop  that  uight,  went  into 
the  town  just  at  daybreak  ;  and  walked  up 
and  down  till  he  came  to  Baba  JNlustapha's 
stall,  which  was  always  open  before  auy  of 
the  shops  of  the  town. 

Baba  Mustai^ha  was  set  on  his  seat  with 
an  awl  in  his  hand,  just  going  to  work. 
The  robber  saluted  him,  bidding  him  good- 
morrow;  and  peceiving  that  he  was  very 
old,  he  said,  "Honest  man,  yoxi  begin  to 
work  very  early  :  is  it  possible  that  any  one 
of  your  age  can  see  so  weU  ?  I  question,  if 
it  was  somewhat  lighter,  whether  you  coidd 
see  to  stitch." 

' '  Certainly," replied  Baba Mustapha,  "you 
mxist  be  a  stranger,  and  do  not  know  me,  for 
old  as  I  am,  I  have  extraordinary  good  eyes; 
and  you  wiU  not  doubt  it  when  I  tell  you 
that  I  sewed  a  dead  body  together  in  a 
]ilace  where  I  had  not  so  much  light  as  I 
have  now." 

The  robber  was  overjoyed  to  think  that 
lie  had  addressed  himself,  at  his  first  coming 
into  the  town,  to  a  man  who  gave  liim  the 
intelligence  he  wanted,  without  asking  him. 
"A  dead  body ! "  replied  he  with  amazement, 
to  make  him  explain  himself.  ' '  What  could 
you  sew  up  a  dead  body  for  ? "  added  he  ; 
"  you  mean  you  sewed  up  his  winding-sheet." 
"No,  no,"  answered  Baba  Mustapha,  "I 
know  what  I  say ;  you  want  to  have  me  to 
speak  out,  but  you  shall  know  no  more." 

The  robber  wanted  no  greater  insight  to 
be  persuaded  that  he  had  discovered  what  he 
came  about.  He  pulled  out  a  piece  of  gold, 
and  putting  it  into  Baba  Mustapha's  hand, 
said  to  him,  "  I  do  not  want  to  know  your 
secret,  though  I  can  assure  you  I  would  not 
divulge  it,  if  you  trusted  mc  with  it.  The 
only  thing  which  I  desire  of  you  is  to  do  me 
the  favour  to  shew  mc  the  house  where  you 
stitched  up  the  dead  body." 

"  If  I  woidd  do  you  that  favoiir  which  you 
ask  of  me  I "  replied  Baba  Mustapha,  hold- 


ing the  money  in  his  hand,  ready  to  return 
it,  "I  assure  you  I  cannot ;  and  you  may 
believe  me,  on  my  word.  I  was  carried  to  a 
certain  place,  where  they  first  blindfolded 
me,  and  then  led  me  to  the  house,  and 
brought  me  back  again  after  the  same  man- 
ner ;  therefore  you  see  the  impossibility  of 
doing  what  you  desire." 

"WeU,"  replied  the  robber,  "you  may 
remember  a  little  of  the  way  that  you  was 
led  blindfold.  Come,  let  me  Ijlind  your  eyes 
at  the  same  place.  We  will  walk  together 
Ijy  the  same  way  and  turnings  ;  perhaps  you 
may  remember  some  part ;  and  as  everybody 
ought  to  be  paid  for  their  trouble,  there  is 
another  piece  of  gold  for  you.  Gratify  me 
in  what  1  ask  you."  So  saying,  he  put  an- 
other piece  of  gold  into  his  hand. 

The  two  pieces  of  gold  were  great  tempta- 
tions to  Baba  Mustapha.  He  looked  at  them 
a  long  time  in  his  hand,  without  saying  a 
word,  thinking  with  himself  what  he  shoidd 
do ;  but  at  last  he  ]julled  out  his  purse,  and 
put  them  in.  "I  cannot  assure  you,"  said 
lie  to  the  robber,  "that  I  remember  the  way 
exactly ;  but,  since  you  desire  it,  I  will  try 
what  I  can  do."  At  these  words  Baba  INIus- 
tapha  rose  up,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of 
the  robber,  and  without  shutting  up  his 
shop,  where  he  had  nothing  valuable  to  lose, 
he  led  the  robber  to  the  place  where  Mor- 
giana  bound  his  eyes.  "It  was  here,"  said 
Baba  Mustapha^  "  I  was  blindfolded  ;  and  I 
turned  as  you  see  me."  The  robbei-,  who 
had  his  handkerchief  ready,  tied  it  over  his 
eyes,  aird  walked  by  him  till  he  stopped, 
partly  leading  him,  and  partly  guided  by 
him.  "  I  think,"  said  Baba  Mustapha,  "I 
went  no  farther,"  and  he  had  now  stopped 
directly  at  Cassim's  house,  where  Ali  Baba 
lived  then  ;  vipon  which  the  thief,  before  he 
pulled  off  the  band,  marked  the  door  with  a 
piece  of  chalk,  which  he  had  ready  in  his 
hand  ;  and  when  he  pidled  it  off,  he  asked 
him  ii  he  knew  whose  house  that  was  :  to 
which  Baba  Mustapha  re2)lied,  that  as  he 
did  not  live  in  that  neighbourhood,  he  coidd 
not  tell. 

The  robber,  finding  he  could  discover  no 
more  from  Baba  Mustapha,  thanked  him  for 
the  trouble  he  had  given  him,  and  left  him 
to  go  back  to  his  stall,  while  he  returned  to 
the  forest,  persuaded  that  he  shoidd  be  very 
well  received. 

A  little  after  the  robber  and  Baba  Musta- 
pha jjarted,  Iklorgiana  went  out  of  Ali  Baba's 
house  for  something,  and  coming  home  again, 
seeing  the  mark  the  roliber  had  made,  she 
stojipcd  to  observe  it.  "  What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  this  mark  ? "  said  she  to  herself : 
' '  somebody  intends  my  master  no  good,  or 
else  some  boy  has  been  playing  the  rogue 
with  it :  with  ^^■hatevcr  intention  it  was 
done,"  added  she,  "it  is  good  to  guard 
against  the  Avorst."     Accordingly  she  went 
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and  fetched  a  jjiece  of  chalk,  and  marked 
two  or  three  doors  on  each  side  in  the  same 
manner,  without  saying  a  word  to  her  master 
or  mistress. 

In  the  meantime  the  thief  rejoined  his 
troop  again  in  the  forest,  and  told  them  the 
good  snccess  he  had ;  expatiating  upon  his 
good  fortune,  in  meeting  so  soon  with  the 
only  person  who  could  inform  him  of  what 
he  wanted  to  know.  All  the  robbers  listened 
to  him  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  ;  when 
the  cai)tain,  after  commending  his  diligence, 
addressing  himself  to  them  all,  said,  "  Com- 
rades, wc  have  no  time  to  lose :  let  us  all  set 
off  well  armed,  without  its  appearing  who 
we  are  ;  and  that  we  may  not  give  any  sus- 
jiicion,  let  one  or  tM'O  go  privately  into  the 
town  together,  and  appoint  the  rendezvous 
in  the  great  square  ;  and  in  the  meantime 
our  comrade,  who  brought  us  the  good 
news,  and  I,  will  go  and  find  out  the  house, 
that  we  may  considt  what  is  best  to  be 
done." 

This  speech  and  i^lan  was  approved  by 
all,  and  they  were  soon  ready.  They  filed 
off  in  small  i)arcels  of  two  or  three,  at  the 
proper  distance  from  each  other :  and  all 
got  into  the  town  without  being  in  the  least 
suspected.  The  captain,  and  he  that  came 
in  the  morning  as  a  spy,  came  in  last  of  all. 
He  led  the  cajitain  into  the  street  where  he 
had  marked  Ali  Baba's  house,  and  when 
they  came  to  one  of  the  houses  which  Mor- 
giaua  had  marked,  he  jiointed  it  out.  But 
going  a  little  farther,  to  prevent  being  taken 
notice  of,  the  captain  observed  that  the  next 
door  was  chalked  after  the  same  manner, 
and  in  the  same  place  :  and  shewing  it  to 
his  guide,  asked  him  which  house  it  was, 
that,  or  the  first.  The  guide  was  so  con- 
founded, that  he  knew  not  what  answer  to 
make  ;  and  much  less,  when  he  and  the 
captain  saw  five  or  six  houses  besides  marked 
after  the  same  manner.  He  assured  the 
captain,  with  an  oath,  that  he  had  marked 
but  one,  and  coiild  not  tell  who  had  chalked 
the  rest  so  like  to  that  which  he  marked, 
and  owned,  in  that  confusion,  ho  coiild  not 
distinguish  it. 

The  captain,  finding  that  their  design 
proved  abortive,  went  directly  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  and  told  the  first  of  his  troop 
that  he  met,  that  they  had  lost  their  labour, 
and  must  return  to  their  cave  the  same  way 
as  they  came.  He  himself  set  them  the 
example,  and  they  all  returned  as  they 
came. 

When  the  troop  all  got  together,  the 
captain  told  them  the  reason  of  theu'  return- 
ing; and  presently  the  conductor  was  de- 
clared by  all  worthy  of  death.  He  con- 
demned himself,  acloiowledging  that  he 
ought  to  have  taken  better  precaution,  and 
kneeled  down  to  receive  the  stroke  from  him 
that  was  appointed  to  cut  off  his  head. 


But  as  it  was  the  safety  of  the  troop  that 
an  injury  should  not  go  unpunished,  another 
of  the  gang,  who  promised  himself  that  he 
shoidd  succeed  butter,  jiresented  himself, 
and  his  offer  being  accepted,  he  went  and 
corrupted  Baba  jMustapha,  as  the  other  had 
done ;  and  being  shewn  the  house,  marked 
it,  in  a  place  more  remote  from  sight,  with 
red  chalk. 

Not  long  after,  Morgiana,  whose  eyes  no- 
thing could  escape,  went  out,  and  seeing  the 
red  chalk,  and  arguing  after  the  same  man- 
ner with  herself,  marked  the  other  neigh- 
bours' hoiises  in  the  same  place  and  manner. 

The  robber,  at  his  return  to  his  company, 
valued  himself  very  much  upon  the  precau- 
tion he  had  taken,  which  he  looked  upon 
as  an  infallible  way  of  distinguishing  Ali 
Baba's  house  from  his  neighbours' ;  and  the 
captain  and  all  of  them  thought  it  must  suc- 
ceed. They  conveyed  themselves  into  the 
town  in  the  same  manner  as  before ;  and 
when  the  robber  and  his  captain  came  to 
the  street,  they  found  the  same  difficulty ; 
at  which  the  captain  was  enraged,  and  the 
robber  in  as  great  confusion  as  his  prede- 
cessor. 

Thus  the  captain  and  his  troop  were  forced 
to  retire  a  second  time,  and  much  more  dis- 
satisfied ;  and  the  robber,  as  the  author  of 
the  mistake,  underwent  the  same  pimish- 
ment,  which  he  willingly  submitted  to. 

The  captain,  having  lost  two  bravo  fel- 
lows of  his  troop,  was  afraid  of  diminishing 
it  too  much  by  pursuing  this  plan  to  get 
information  about  Ali  Baba's  house.  He 
found,  by  their  example,  that  their  heads 
were  not  so  good  as  their  hands  on  such 
occasions,  and  therefore  resolved  to  take 
ujion  himself  this  important  commission. 

Accordingly  he  went  and  addressed  him- 
self to  Baba  Mustapha,  who  did  him  the 
same  piece  of  service  he  had  done  to  the 
former.  He  never  amused  himself  with  set- 
ting any  particular  mark  on  the  house,  but 
examined  and  observed  it  so  carefully,  by 
passing  often  by  it,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  mistake  it. 

The  captain,  very  well  satisfied  with  his 
journey,  and  informed  of  what  he  wanted  to 
know,  returned  to  the  forest ;  and  when  he 
came  into  the  cave,  Avhere  the  troop  waited 
for  him,  he  said,  "  Xow,  comrades,  nothing 
can  prevent  our  full  revenge ;  I  am  certain 
of  the  house,  and  in  my  way  hither  I  have 
thought  how  to  i)ut  it  in  execution,  and  if 
any  one  knows  a  better  expedient,  let  him 
communicate  it."  Theu  he  told  them  his 
contrivance;  and  as  they  approved  of  it,  he 
ordered  them  to  go  into  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages about,  and  buy  nineteen  mules,  and 
thirty-eight  large  leather  jars,  one  full,  and 
the  others  all  empty. 

In  two  or  three  days'  time  the  robbers 
purchased  the  mules  and  jars,  and  as  the 
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mouths  of  the  jars  were  rather  too  narrow 
for  his  purpose,  tlie  captain  caused  them 
to  be  widened;  and  after  having  put  one  of 
his  men  into  each,  with  the  weapons  which 
he  thought  lit,  leaving  oj^en  the  seam  which 
liad  been  iindone  to  leave  them  room  to 
breathe,  he  rubbed  the  jars  on  the  outside 
with  oil  from  the  full  vessel. 

Things  being  thus  prepared,  when  the 
nineteen  mules  were  loaded  with  thirty-seven 
rolibers  in  jars  and  the  jar  of  oil,  the  caji- 
tain,  as  their  driver,  set  out  with  them,  and 
reached  the  town  by  the  dusk  of  the  even- 
ing, as  he  intended.  He  led  them  through 
the  streets  tUl  he  came  to  Ali  Baba's,  at 
whose  door  he  designed  to  have  'knocked ; 
but  was  prevented  by  his  sitting  there,  after 
supper,  to  take  a  little  fresh  air.  He  stop- 
ped his  mules,  and  addressed  himself  to  him, 
and  said,  "  I  have  brought  some  oil  here,  a 
great  way,  to  sell  at  to-morrow's  market ; 
and  it  is  now  so  late,  that  I  do  not  know 
Avhere  to  lodge.  If  I  should  not  be  trouble- 
some to  you,  do  me  the  favour  to  let  me 
jiass  the  night  with  you,  and  I  shall  be  very 
much  obliged  to  you." 

Though  Ali  Baba  had  seen  the  captain  of 
the  robbers  in  the  forest,  and  had  heard  him 
speak,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  know 
him  in  the  disguise  of  an  oil-merchant.  He 
told  him  he  should  be  welcome,  and  imme- 
diately opened  his  gates  for  the  mules  to  go 
into  the  yard.  At  the  same  time  he  called 
to  a  slave  he  had,  and  ordered  him,  when 
the  mules  were  iinloaded,  not  only  to  jjut 
them  into  the  stable,  but  to  give  them  corn 
and  hay  ;  and  then  went  to  Morgiana,  to 
bid  her  get  a  good  hot  su]iper  for  his  guest, 
and  make  him  a  good  bed. 

He  did  more.  To  make  his  guest  as  wel- 
come as  possible,  when  he  saw  the  cajitain 
had  unloaded  his  mules,  and  that  they  Mere 
put  into  the  stable  as  he  ordered,  and  he 
was  looking  for  a  place  to  pass  the  night  in 
the  air,  he  l)rought  him  into  the  hall  where 
he  received  his  company,  telling  him  he 
would  not  suffer  him  to  be  in  the  court. 
The  captain  excused  himself,  on  ])rctcnce  of 
not  being  troublesome ;  but  really  to  have 
room  to  execute  his  design,  and  it  was  not 
till  after  the  most  pressing  importunity  that 
he  yielded.  Ali  Baba,  not  content  to  keej) 
company  with  the  man  who  had  a  design  on 
his  life,  tiU  supper  was  ready,  continued 
talking  with  him  till  it  was  ended,  and  re- 
peating his  offer  of  service. 

The  captain  rose  up  at  the  same  time,  and 
went  with  him  to  the  door ;  and  while  Ali 
Baba  went  into  the  kitchen  to  speak  to  Mor- 
giana, he  went  into  the  yard,  under  pretence 
of  looking  at  his  mules.  Ali  Baba,  after 
charging  Alorgiana  afresh  to  take  great  care 
of  his  guest,  said  to  her,  "  To-morrow  morn- 
ing I  design  to  go  to  the  bath  before  day  : 
take  care  my  bathing  linen  be  ready,  and 


give  them  to  Abdalla,  (which  was  the  slave's 
name, )  and  make  me  some  good  broth  against 
I  come  back. "     After  this  he  wont  to  bed. 

In  the  meantime,  the  captain  of  the  rob- 
bers went  from  the  stable  to  give  his  people 
orders  what  to  do ;  and  beginning  at  the 
first  jar,  and  so  on  to  the  last,  said  to  each 
man,  "As  soon  as  I  throw  some  stones  out 
of  the  chamber  window  where  I  lie,  do  not 
fail  to  cut  the  jar  open  with  the  knife  you 
have  about  you,  pointed  and  sharpened  for 
the  purpose,  and  come  out,  and  I  will  be 
presently  with  you. "  After  this  he  returned 
into  the  kitchen,  and  ^Morgiana  taking  up  a 
light,  conducted  him  to  his  chamber,  where, 
after  she  had  asked  him  if  he  Avauted  any- 
thing, she  left  him  ;  and  he,  to  avoid  any 
suspicion,  put  the  light  out  soon  after,  and 
laid  himself  dowTi  in  his  clothes,  that  he 
might  be  the  more  ready  to  rise  again. 

JNIorgiana,  remembering  Ali  Baba's  orders, 
got  his  bathing  linen  ready,  and  ordered 
Abdalla,  who  was  not  then  gone  to  bed,  to 
set  on  the  pot  for  the  broth  ;  but  while  she 
scummed  the  pot  the  lamp  went  out,  and 
there  was  no  more  oil  in  the  house,  nor  any 
candles.  What  to  do  she  did  not  know,  for 
the  broth  must  be  made.  Abdalla,  seeing 
her  very  uneasy,  said,  "Do  not  fret  and 
teaze  yourself,  but  go  into  the  yard,  and 
take  some  oil  out  of  one  of  the  jars." 

Morgiana  thanked  Abdalla  for  Lis  advice  ; 
and  while  he  went  to  bed,  near  Ali  Baba's 
room,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to 
rise  and  follow  Ali  Baba  to  the  bath,  she 
took  the  oil-pot,  and  went  into  the  yard  ; 
and  as  she  came  nigh  the  first  jar,  the  rob- 
ber within  said  softly,  "Is  it  time  ? " 

Though  the  robber  spoke  low,  Morgiana 
was  stnick  with  the  voice  the  more,  because 
the  captain,  Avhen  he  unloaded  the  mules, 
opened  this  and  all  the  other  jars,  to  give  air 
to  his  men,  who  were  ill  enough  at  their 
ease,  without  wanting  room  to  breathe. 

Any  other  slave  but  Morgiana,  so  sur- 
prised as  she  was  to  find  a  man  in  a  jai-, 
instead  of  the  oil  she  wanted,  Avould  have 
made  such  a  noise,  as  to  have  given  an 
alarm,  which  Avoidd  have  been  attended 
with  ill  consequences  ;  whereas  ilorgiana, 
apprehending  immediately  the  importance 
of  keeping  the  secret,  and  the  danger  Ali 
Baba,  his  family,  and  she  herself  were  in, 
and  the  necessity  of  applying  a  speedy  re- 
medy without  noise,  conceived  at  once  the 
means,  and  collecting  herself  without  shew- 
ing the  leaxt  emotion,  answered,  "  Xot  yet, 
but  i)resently."  She  went  in  this  manner 
to  all  the  jars,  giving  the  same  answer,  till 
she  came  to  the  jar  of  oil. 

By  this  means,  Morgiana  found  that  her 
master  Ali  Baba,  who  thought  that  he  had 
entertained  an  oil-merchant,  had  admitted 
thirty-eight  robbers  into  his  house  ;  looking 
on  this  pretended  merchant  as  their  captain. 
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She  made  what  haste  she  could  ti)  lill  hor  oil- 
\wt,  and  returned  into  lior  kitchen  ;  where, 
as  soon  as  she  had  linhtod  her  lanij),  she  took 
a  great  kettle,  and  went  again  to  the  oil- 
jar,  lilled  the  kettle,  and  set  it  on  a  great 
wood  lire  to  boil ;  and  as  soon  as  it  boiled, 
went  and  poured  enough  into  every  jar  to 
stille  and  destroy  the  robber  within. 

When  this  action,  worthy  of  the  courage 
of  !Morgiana,  was  executed  without  any 
noise,  as  she  had  projected,  she  returned 
into  the  kitchen  with  the  empty  kettle,  and 
shut  the  door  ;  and  having  put  out  the  great 
lire  she  had  made  to  boil  the  oil,  and  leaving 
just  enough  to  make  the  broth,  put  out  also 
tlie  lamji,  and  remained  silent ;  resolving 
not  to  go  to  bed  till  she  had  observed  what 
Avas  to  follow  through  a  window  of  the  kit- 
chen, which  opened  into  the  yard,  as  far  as 
the  darkness  of  the  night  permitted. 

She  had  not  waited  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
before  the  captain  of  tlie  robbers  waked, 
got  up,  and  opened  the  window  ;  and  lind- 
ing  no  light,  and  hearing  no  noise,  or  any 
one  stirring  in  the  house,  gave  the  signal, 
by  throwing  little  stones,  several  of  which 
hit  the  jars,  as  he  doubted  not  by  the  sound 
they  gave.  Then  he  listened,  and  hearing 
nor  perceiving  anything  whereby  he  could 
judge  that  his  companions  stirred,  he  began 
to  grow  very  uneasy,  and  threw  stones 
again  a  second  and  third  time,  and  could 
not  comprehend  the  reason  that  none  of 
them  should  answer  to  his  signal.  Cruelly 
alarmed,  he  went  softly  down  into  the  yard, 
and  going  to  the  first  jar,  and  asking  the 
robber,  whom  ho  thought  alive,  if  he  was 
asleep,  he  smelled  the  hot  boiled  oil,  which 
sent  forth  a  steam  out  of  the  jar,  and  knew 
thereby  that  his  plot  to  nnirder  Ali  Balja 
and  plunder  his  house  was  discovered.  Exa- 
mining all  the  jars,  one  after  another,  he 
found  that  all  his  gang  were  dead  ;  and  by 
the  od  he  missed  out  of  the  last  jar,  he 
guessed  at  the  means  and  manner  of  their 
deaths.  Enraged  to  despair  at  having  failed 
in  his  design,  he  forced  the  lock  of  a  door 
that  led  from  the  yard  to  the  garden,  and, 
climbing  over  the  walls  of  several  gardens, 
at  last  made  his  escape. 

When  Morgiana  heard  no  noise,  and  found, 
after  waiting  some  time,  that  the  captain 
did  not  return,  she  guessed  that  he  chose 
rather  to  make  his  escape  by  the  gardens 
than  by  the  street  door,  which  was  double- 
locked.  Satisfied  and  pleased  to  have  suc- 
ceeded so  well,  and  secured  the  house,  she 
went  to  bed,  and  fell  asleep. 

Ali  Eaba  rose  before  day,  and,  followed 
by  his  slave,  went  to  the  baths,  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  amazing  accident  that  had 
hapjiened  at  home ;  for  IMorgiana  did  not 
think  it  right  to  wake  him  before,  for  fear 
of  losing  her  o))portunity  ;  and  afterwards 
she  thoimht  it  needless  to  disturb  him. 


When  he  returned  fronr  the  baths,  and 
the  sun  had  risen,  he  was  very  much  sur- 
prised to  see  the  oil-jars,  and  that  the  mer- 
chant was  not  gone  with  the  mules.  He 
asked  Morgiana,  who  opened  the  door,  and 
had  let  all  things  stand  as  they  were,  that 
he  might  see  them,  the  i-eason  of  it.  "  My 
good  master,"  answered  she,  "God  preserve 
you  and  all  your  family.  You  w^iU  be  better 
infoi-med  of  what  you  v.'ish  to  know,  when 
you  have  seen  what  I  have  to  shew  you, 
if  you  will  give  yourself  the  trouble  to  fid- 
low  mo." 

As  soon  as  Morgiaua  had  shut  the  door, 
Ali  Baba  followed  her ;  and  when  she  brought 
him  into  the  yard,  she  bid  him  look  into  the 
first  jar,  and  see  if  there  was  any  oil.  Ali 
Baba  did  so,  and  seeing  a  man,  started  back 
frightened,  and  cried  out.  "Do  not  be 
afraid,"  said  Morgiana  ;  "the  man  you  see 
there  can  neither  do  you  nor  anybody  else 
any  harm.  He  is  dead."  "Ah,  Morgiana," 
said  Ali  Baba,  "what  is  it  you  shew  me? 
Exjjlain  the  meaning  of  it  to  me."  "I  will," 
replied  Morgiana.  "Moderate  your  asto- 
nishment, and  do  not  excite  the  curiosity  of 
your  neighbours ;  for  it  is  of  great  import- 
ance to  keep  this  affair  secret.  Look  in  all 
the  other  jars." 

Ali  Baba  examined  all  the  other  jars,  one 
after  another ;  and  Avhen  he  came  to  that 
which  had  the  oil  in  it,  he  found  it  prodi- 
giously sunk,  and  stood  for  some  time  mo- 
tionless, sometimes  looking  on  the  jars,  and 
sometimes  on  Morgiaua,  without  saying  a 
word,  so  great  was  his  siirj^rise ;  at  last, 
when  he  had  recovered  himself,  he  said, 
"  And  what  has  become  of  the  merchant  ?" 

"Merchant!"  answeredshe;  "heisasmuch 
one  as  I  am.  I  will  tell  you  who  he  is,  and 
what  is  become  of  him ;  but  you  had  better 
hear  the  story  in  your  own  chamber ;  for  it 
is  time  for  your  health  that  you  had  yom- 
broth,  after  your  bathing." 

While  Ali  Baba  went  ir.ti  his  chamber, 
Morgiana  went  into  the  kitchen  to  fetch  the 
broth,  and  carry  it  to  him ;  but  before  he 
woiild  drink  it,  he  first  bid  her  satisfy  his 
imjiatience,  and  tell  him  the  story  with  all 
its  circumstances  ;  and  she  obeyed  him. 

"Last  night,  sir,"  said  she,  "when  you 
were  gone  to  bed,  I  got  your  bathing  linen 
ready,  and  gave  them  to  Abdalla ;  after- 
wards I  set  on  the  pot  for  the  broth,  and  as 
I  was  skimming  the  pot,  the  laraj),  for  want 
of  oil,  went  out ;  and  as  there  was  not  a  drop 
more  in  the  house,  I  looked  for  a  candle, 
but  coidd  not  find  one.  Abdalla,  seemg  me 
vexed,  put  me  in  mind  of  the  jars  of  oil 
which  stood  in  the  yard.  I  took  the  oil-pot, 
and  went  directly  to  the  jar  which  stood 
nearest  to  me;  and  when  I  came  to  it,  1 
heard  a  voice  within  it  say,  'Ts  it  time?' 
"Without  being  dismayed,  and  comprehend- 
ing immediately  the  niahcious  intention  of 


474 


THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


the  pretended  oil-mercliant,  I  answered, 
'Not  yet,  Init  presently.'  Then  I  went  to 
the  next,  nnd  another  voice  asked  me  the 
same  question,  and  I  returned  the  same  an- 
swer ;  and  so  on,  till  I  came  to  the  last, 
which  I  found  full  of  oil,  with  which  I  filled 
my  pot. 

' '  When  I  considered  that  there  were  thirty- 
seven  robbers  in  the  yard,  who  only  waited 
for  a  signal  to  be  given  by  the  captain, 
whom  you  took  to  be  an  oil-merchant,  and 
entertained  so  handsomely,  I  thought  there 
was  no  time  to  be  lost.  I  carried  my  pot  of 
oil  into  the  kitchen,  lighted  the  lamp,  and 
afterwards  took  the  biggest  kettle  I  had, 
went  and  filled  it  full  of  oil,  and  set  it  on 
the  lire  to  boil,  and  then  went  and  poured 
as  much  into  each  jar  as  was  sufficient  to 
prevent  them  from  executing  the  pernicious 
desigfi  they  came  about :  after  this  T  retired 
into  the  kitchen,  and  put  out  the  lamp  ; 
but,  before  I  went  to  bed,  I  waited  at  the 
window  to  know  what  measures  the  jirc- 
tended  merchant  would  take. 

"After  I  had  watched  some  time  for  the 
signal,  he  threw  some  stones  out  of  the  win- 
dow against  the  jars,  and  neither  hearing 
nor  perceiving  anybody  stirring,  after 
throwing  three  times,  he  came  down,  and 
I  saw  him  go  to  every  jar,  after  which, 
through  the  darkness  of  the  night,  I  lost 
sight  of  him.  I  waited  some  time  longer, 
and  findhig  that  he  did  not  return,  I  never 
doubted  but  that,  seeing  he  had  missed  his 
aim,  he  had  made  his  escape  over  the  walls 
of  the  garden.  Persuaded  that  the  house 
was  now  safe,  I  -^sent  to  bed. 

"This,"  said  Morgiana,  "  is  the  accoxmt 
you  asked  of  me  ;  and  I  am  convinced  it  is 
the  consequence  of  an  observation  which  I 
had  made  for  two  or  three  days  before,  but 
did  not  think  lit  to  acquaint  you  with  ;  for 
when  1  came  in  one  morning  early,  I  found 
our  street-door  marked  with  vrhite  chalk, 
and  the  next  morning  with  red ;  and  both 
times,  without  knowing  what  was  the  inten- 
tion of  those  chalks,  I  marked  two  or  three 
neighbours'  doors  on  each  hand  after  the 
same  manner.  If  you  reflect  on  this,  and 
what  has  since  happened,  you  will  find  it  to 
be  a  jdot  of  the  robbers  of  the  forest,  of 
whose  gang  there  are  two  wanting,  and  now 
they  are  reduced  to  three  :  all  this  shews 
that  they  had  sworn  yoiu-  destruction,  and 
it  is  proper  you  shoiild  stand  upon  your 
guard,  while  there  is  one  of  them  alive  :  for 
my  part,  T  shall  not  neglect  anything  neces- 
sary to  your  presei-vation,  as  I  am  in  duty 
bound." 

Wheii  Morgiana  had  left  off  speaking, 
Ali  Baba  was  so  sensible  of  the  great  service 
she  had  done  him,  that  he  said  to  her,  "  I 
will  not  die  without  rewarding  you  as  you 
deserve  :  I  owe  my  life  to  you,  and  for  the 
first  token  of  my  acknowledgment  I  give 


you  your  liberty  from  this  moment,  till  I 
can  comi)lete  your  recompense  as  I  intend. 
I  am  persuaded,  with  you,  that  the  forty 
robbers  have  laid  all  manner  of  snares  f(jr 
me  :  God,  by  your  means,  has  delivered  me 
from  them,  and  I  hope  will  continue  to  pre- 
serve me  from  their  wicked  designs,  and  by 
averting  the  danger  which  threatened  me, 
will  deliver  the  world  from  their  persecution 
and  their  cursed  race.  All  that  we  have  to 
do  is  to  bury  the  bodies  of  these  jjests  of 
mankind  iiftmediately,'  and  with  all  the 
secrecy  imaginable,  that  nobody  may  sus- 
pect what  is  become  of  them.  But  that 
Abdalla  and  I  will  undertake." 

Ali  Baba's  garden  Avas  very  long,  and 
shaded  at  the  farther  end  by  a  great  number 
of  large  trees.  Under  these  trees  he  and 
the  slave  went  and  dug  a  trench,  long  and 
wide  enough  to  hold  all  the  robbers,  and  as 
the  earth  was  light,  they  were  not  long  in 
doing  it.  Afterwards  they  lifted  the  bodies 
out  of  the  jars,  took  away  their  weapons, 
carried  them  to  the  end  of  the  garden,  laid 
them  in  the  trench,  and  levelled  the  ground 
again.  When  this  was  done,  Ali  Baba  hid 
the  jars  and  weapons ;  and  as  for  the  mules, 
as  he  had  no  occasion  for  them,  he  sent 
them  at  different  times  to  be  sold  in  the 
market  by  his  slave. 

While  Ali  Baba  took  these  measures  to 
prevent  the  i)ublic  from  knowing  how  he 
came  by  his  riches  in  so  short  a  time,  the 
ca^itain  of  the  forty  robliers  returned  to  the 
forest,  in  most  inconceivable  mortilication; 
and  in  the  agitation,  or  rather  confusion,  he 
was  in  at  his  success,  so  contrary  to  what 
he  had  promised  himself,  he  entered  the 
cave,  not  being  able,  aU  the  way  from  the 
town,  to  come  to  any  resolution  what  to  do 
to  Ali  Baba. 

The  loneliness  of  the  dark  place  seemed 
frightful  to  him.  "Where  are  you,  my 
brave  lads,"  cried  he,  "old  companions  of 
my  watchings,  im-oads,  and  labour?  What 
can  I  do  without  you  ?  Did  I  collect  you  to 
lose  you  by  so  base  a  fate,  and  so  unworthy 
your  courage?  Had  you  died  with  your 
sabres  in  your  hands,  like  brave  men,  my 
regret  had  been  less.  When  shall  I  get  so 
gallant  a  troop  again  ?  And  if  I  could,  can 
I  undertake  it  without  exposing  so  much 
gold  and  treasure  to  him  who  hath  akeady 
enriched  himself  out  of  it?  T  cannot,  T  ought 
not  to  think  of  it,  before  I  have  taken  away 
his  life.  I  Avill  undertake  that  myself,  which 
I  could  not  accomplish  with  so  powerfid 
assistance  ;  and  when  I  have  taken  care  to 
secure  this  treasure  from  being  pillaged,  I 
will  provide  for  it  new  masters  and  succes- 
sors after  me,  Avho  shall  preserve  and  aug- 
ment it  to  all  posterity."  This  resolution 
being  taken,  he  was  not  at  a  loss  how  to 
execute  it ;  but,  easy  in  his  mind,  and  full  of 
hopes,  he  slept  all  that  night  very  quietly. 
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When  he  waked  eai-ly  next  morning,  as  he 
had  proposed,  he  dressed  himself  agreeably 
to  the  project  he  had  in  his  head,  and  went 
to  the  town,  and  took  a  lodging  in  a  khan. 
And  as  he  expected  what  had  happened  at 
Ali  Baba's  might  make  a  great  noise  in  the 
town,  he  asked  his  host,  by  way  of  discourse, 
Avhat  news  there  Avas  in  the  city.  Upon 
which  the  innkeeper  told  hiiu  a  great  many 
things,  which  did  not  concern  him  in  the 
least.  He  judged  by  this,  that  the  reason 
why  Ali  Daba  kept  this  affair  so  secret  was 
for  fear  peojjlc  should  know  where  the  trea- 
sure lay,  and  the  means  of  coming  at  it ;  and 
because  he  knew  his  life  Avould  be  sought 
upon  account  of  it.  And  this  urged  him  the 
more  to  neglect  nothing  to  rid  himself  of  so 
dangerous  a  person. 

The  next  thing  that  the  captain  had  to  do 
was  to  provide  himself  with  a  horse,  to  con- 
vey a  great  many  sorts  of  ric^  stuffs  and 
line  linen  to  his  lodging,  which  he  did  by  a 
great  many  journeys  to  the  forest,  but  with 
all  the  necessary  precautions  imaginable  to 
conceal  the  place  whence  he  brought  them. 
In  order  to  dispose  of  the  merchandise, 
when  he  had  amassed  them  together,  he 
took  a  furnished  shoj),  which  happened  to  be 
opposite  to  that  which  was  Cassim's  which 
Ali  Baba's  son  had  not  long  occupied. 

He  took  upon  him  the  name  of  Cogia 
Houssain,  and,  as  a  new  comer,  was,  accord- 
ing to  custom,  extremely  civil  and  com- 
plaisant to  all  the  merchants  his  neighbours. 
And  as  Ali  Baba's  son  was  young  and  hand- 
some, and  a  man  of  good  sense,  and  was 
often  obliged  to  converse  with  Cogia  Hous- 
sain, he  soon  made  them  acquainted  with 
him.  He  strove  to  cultivate  his  friendship, 
more  jiarticidarly  when,  two  or  three  days 
after  he  was  settled,  he  recognised  Ali  Baba, 
who  came  to  see  his  son,  and  stopped  to  talk 
with  him  as  he  was  accustomed  to  do;  and 
when  he  was  gone,  he  learned  from  his  son 
who  he  was.  He  increased  his  assiduities, 
caressed  him  after  the  most  engaging  manner, 
made  him  some  small  presents,  and  often 
asked  him  to  dine  and  sup  with  him ;  and 
treated  him  very  handsomely. 

Ali  Baba's  son  did  not  care  to  lie  under 
such  obligation  to  Cogia  Houssain  without 
making  the  hke  return ;  but  was  so  much 
straitened  for  want  of  room  in  his  house, 
that  he  could  not  entertain  him  so  well  as 
he  wished ;  and  therefore  acquainted  his 
father  Ali  Baba  with  his  intention,  and  told 
him  that  it  did  not  look  well  for  him  to 
receive  such  favours  from  Cogia  Houssain 
without  inviting  him  again. 

Ali  Baba,  with  great  pleasure,  took  the 
treat  upon  himself.  "Son,"  said  he,  "to- 
morrow, (Friday,)  which  is  a  day  that  the 
shops  of  such  great  merchants  as  Cogia 
Houssain  and  yourself  are  shut,  get  him'to 
take  a  walk  with  you  after  dinner,  and  as 


yoii  come  back,  pass  by  my  door,  and  call 
in.  It  Avill  look  better  to  have  it  happen 
accidentally,  than  if  you  gave  him  a  formal 
invitation.  I  will  go  and  order  Morgiana  to 
provide  a  suiipei-." 

The  next  tlay,  after  dinner,  Ali  Baba's  son 
and  Cogia  Houssain  met  by  appointment, 
and  took  their  wallv,  and  as  they  returned, 
Ali  Baba's  son  led  Cogia  Houssain  through 
the  street  where  his  father  lived  ;  and  when 
they  came  to  the  house,  he  stopped  and 
knocked  at  the  door.  "  This,  sir,"  said  he, 
" is  my  father's  house;  who,  upon  the  ac- 
count I  have  given  him  of  your  friendship, 
charged  me  to  procure  him  the  honour  of 
your  acquaintance  ;  and  I  desire  you  to  add 
this  pleasure  to  those  I  am  abeady  indebted 
to  you  for." 

Though  it  was  the  sole  aim  of  Cogia  Hous- 
sain to  introduce  himself  into  Ali  Baba's 
house,  that  he  might  kill  him  without  hazard- 
ing his  own  life  or  making  any  noise ;  yet 
he  excused  himself,  and  offered  to  take  his 
leave.  But  a  slave  having  opened  the  door, 
Ali  Baba's  son  took  him  obligingly  by  the 
hand,  and  in  a  manner  forced  him  in. 

Ali  Baba  received  Cogia  Houssain  with  a 
smiling  countenance,  and  in  the  most  obliging 
manner  he  could  wish.  He  thanked  him  for 
all  the  favours  he  had  done  his  son ;  adding 
withal,  the  obligation  was  the  greater,  as  he 
was  a  young  man  not  very  well  acquainted 
with  the  world,  and  that  he  might  contribute 
to  his  information. 

Cogia  Houssain  returned  the  compliment, 
by  assuring  Ali  Baba,  that  though  his  son 
might  not  have  acquired  the  experience  of 
older  men,  he  had  good  sense  equal  to  the 
exjjerience  of  many  others.  After  a  little 
more  conversation  on  different  subjects,  he 
offered  again  to  take  his  leave  ;  when  Ali 
Baba,  sto2i])ing  him,  said,  "Where  are  you 
going,  sir,  in  so  much  haste?  I  beg  you 
would  do  me  the  honour  to  sup  with  me, 
though  what  I  have  to  give  you  is  not  worth 
your  acceptance  ;  but  such  as  it  is,  I  hope 
you  will  accept  it  as  heartily  as  I  give  it." 
"Sir,"  replied  Cogia  Houssain,  "I  am  tho- 
roughly persuaded  of  your  good-will ;  and 
if  I  ask  the  favour  of  you  not  to  take  it  ill 
that  I  do  not  accept  of  your  obliging  invita- 
tion, I  beg  of  yoii  to  believe  that  it  does  not 
proceed  from  any  slight  or  intention  to 
affront,  but  from  a  certain  reason,  which 
you  would  approve  of  if  you  knew  it." 

"And  what  may  th.at  reason  be,  sir,"  re- 
plied Ali  Baba,  "  if  I  may  be  so  bold  as 
to  ask  you?"  "It  is,"  answered  Cogia 
Houssain,  "that  I  can  eat  no  victuals  that 
have  any  salt  in  them  ;  therefore  judge  how 
I  should  look  at  yoiu-  taldc. "  ' '  If  that  is  the 
only  reason,"  said  Ali  Baba,  "it  ought  not 
to  dejirive  me  of  the  honour  of  your  cora- 
l)any  at  supper ;  for,  in  the  first  place, 
there  is  no  salt  ever  put  into  my  bread,  and 
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for  the  meat  Ave  shall  have  to-niglit,  I  pi'o- 
mise  you  there  shall  be  none.  I  -will  go 
and  take  care  f)f  that.  Therefore  you  must 
do  me  the  favour  to  stay ;  I  will  come  again 
immediately." 

Ali  Baba  went  into  the  kitchen,  and 
ordered  Morgiana  to  put  no  salt  to  the  meat 
that  was  to  be  dressed  that  night  ;  and  to 
make  quickly  two  or  three  rugouts  besides 
vhat  he  had  ordered,  but  be  sure  to  put  no 
salt  in  them. 

JMorgiana,  who  was  alwaj-s  ready  to  obey 
her  master,  could  not  helj),  this  time,  seem- 
ing somewhat  dissatislied  at  his  new  order. 
"  Who  is  this  dilficult  man,"  said  she,  "who 
eats  no  salt  with  Ins  meat  ?  Your  suiijier 
will  be  sj'oilcd,  if  I  keep  it  back  so  long." 
"Do  not  be  angry,  Morgiana,"  replied  Ali 
Baba,  "he  is  an  honest  man;  therefore  do 
as  I  bid  you." 

Morgiana  obeyed,  though  with  no  little 
reluctance,  and  had  a  curiosity  to  see  this 
man  who  ate  no  salt.  To  this  end,  when  she 
had  done  what  she  had  to  do  in  the  kitchen, 
and  Abdalla  laid  the  cloth,  she  helped  to 
carry  up  the  dishes  ;  and  looking  at  Cogia 
Houssain,  knew  him  at  the  lirst  sight  to  be 
the  captain  of  the  robbers,  notwithstanding 
his  disguise  ;  and  examining  him  very  care- 
fully, jierceived  that  he  had  a  dagger  hid 
under  his  garment.  "I  am  not  in  the  least 
amazed,"  said  she  to  herself,  "that  this 
Avicked  wretch,  Avho  is  my  master's  greatest 
enemy,  would  eat  no  salt  with  him,  since 
he  intends  to  assassinate  him;  but  I  will 
prevent  him." 

When  Morgiana  had  sent  up  the  supper 
by  Abdalla,  Avhile  they  were  eating,  she 
made  the  necessary  preparations  for  execut- 
ing one  of  the  boldest  acts  Avhicli  could  be 
thought  on,  and  had  just  done,  when  Abdalla 
came  again  for  the  dessci-t  of  fruit,  Avhieh 
she  carried  up,  and  as  soon  as  Abdalla  had 
taken  the  meat  away,  set  it  ujion  the  table  ; 
after  that,  she  set  a  little  table  and  three 
glasses  by  Ali  Baba,  and  going  out,  took 
Abdalla  along  Avith  her  to  go  to  sup  together, 
and  to  give  Ali  Baba  the  more  liberty  of  con- 
versatiun  with  his  guest. 

Then  the  pretended  Cogia  Houssain,  (iv 
rather  captain  of  the  robbers,  thought  he 
had  a  favourable  opportunity  to  kill  Ali 
Baba.  "I  Avill,"  said  he  to  himself,  "make 
the  father  and  son  both  drunk ;  and  then 
the  son,  Avhose  life  I  intend  to  spare,  Avill 
not  be  able  to  jjrevent  my  stabbing  his 
father  to  the  heart ;  and  Avhile  the  slaves 
are  at  supper,  or  asleep  in  the  kitchen,  I 
can  make  my  escape  over  the  gardens  as 
before." 

Instead  of  going  to  supper,  IMorgiana, 
Avlio  penetrated  into  the  intentions  of  the 
counterfeit  Cogia  Houssain,  would  not  giA-e 
him  leaA'e  to  ])ut  his  villainous  design  in 
(..\C'jution  but  dressetl  iieraelf  neatly  Avith  a 


suitable  head-dress  like  a  dancer,  girded  her 
Avaist  Avith  a  silver-gilt  girdle,  to  Avhich 
there  hung  a  poniard  Avith  a  hilt  and  guard 
of  the  same  metal,  and  put  a  handsome 
mask  on  her  face.  When  she  had  thus  dis- 
guised herself,  she  said  to  Abdalla,  "Take 
your  tabor,  and  let  us  go  and  divert  our 
master  and  his  son's  guest,  as  Ave  do  some- 
times Avhen  he  is  alone." 

Abdalla  took  liis  tabor,  and  played  before 
Morgiana  all  the  Avay  into  the  hall,  avIio, 
Avhen  she  came  to  the  door,  made  a  low 
curtsey,  AA^th  a  deliberate  air,  to  make  her- 
self be  taken  notice  of,  and  by  Avay  of  asking 
leave  to  shew  what  she  could  do.  Abdalla, 
seeing  that  his  master  had  a  mind  to  say 
something,  left  off  ]>laying.  "Come  in, 
Morgiana,"  said  Ali  Baba,  "  and  let  Cogia 
Houssain  see  Avhat  you  can  do,  thab  he  may 
tell  us  Avhat  he  thinks  of  you.  But,  sir," 
said  he,  turning  towards  Cogia  Houssain,  "do 
not  think  that  I  put  myself  to  any  expense 
to  giA^e  you  this  diversion,  since  these  are  my 
slave  and  my  cook  and  housekeeper  ;  and  I 
hope  yovi  AviJl  not  find  the  entertainment 
they  give  us  disagreeable." 

Cogia  Houssain,  avIio  did  not  expect  this 
diversion  after  supper,  began  to  fear  that  he 
should  not  have  the  opi)ortunity  that  he 
thought  he  had  found  ;  but  hoped,  if  he 
missed  it  new,  to  have  it  another  time,  by 
keeping  iip  a  friendly  correspondence  Avith 
the  father  and  son  ;  therefore,  though  he 
could  have  Avished  Ali  Baba  Avoidd  have  let 
it  alone,  he  ])retended  to  be  obliged  to  him 
for  it,  and  had  the  complaisance  to  express 
a  pleasure  at  Avhat  he  saw  pleased  his  host. 

As  soon  as  Abdalla  saw  that  Ali  Baba  and 
Cogia  Houssain  had  done  talking,  he  began 
to  jday  on  the  tabor,  and  accompanied  it 
Avith  an  air ;  to  which  Morgiana,  who  Avas 
an  excellent  dancer,  danced  after  such  a 
manner,  as  Avould  have  created  admiration 
in  any  other  company  but  that  before  Avhich 
she  now  exhibited,  amt)ng  Avliom,  perhaps, 
none  but  the  false  Cogia  Houssain  Avas  iu 
the  least  attentive  to  her. 

After  she  had  danced  scA'cral  dances  Avith 
the  same  jirojiriety  and  strength,  she  drcAV 
tlie  i)oniard,  and  holding  it  in  her  hand,  | 
dancing  a  dance,  in  Avhich  sin;  outdid  her-  I 
self,  by  the  many  different  fi'^ures  and  light 
movements,  and  the  surprising  leaps  and 
Avonderful  exertions  Avith  Avhich  she  accom- 
jianied  it.  .Sometimes  she  presented  the 
poniai'd  to  one's  breast,  and  sometimes  to 
another's,  and  oftentimes  seeming  to  strike 
her  own.  At  last,  as  if  she  was  out  of 
breath,  she  snatched  the  tabor  from  Abdalla 
Avith  her  left  hand,  and  holding  the  dagger 
in  her  right,  presented  the  other  side  of  the 
tabor,  after  the  manner  of  those  Avho  get  a 
livelihood  by  dancing,  and  solicit  the  libe- 
rality of  the  spectators. 

Ali  Baba  put  a  piece  of  gold  into  tha 
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taljor,  as  did  also  his  sou  ;  and  Cogia  Hons- 
sain,  seeing  that  she  -was  coming  to  him, 
had  pulled  his  purse  out  of  his  bosom  to 
make  her  a  present ;  but  while  lie  was  put- 
ting his  hand  into  it,  IMorgiaua,  Avith  a 
courage  and  resolution  worthy  of  herself, 
plimged  the  pouiard  into  his  heart. 


All  Baba  and  his  son,  frightened  at  thia 
action,  ci'ied  out  aloud.  "Unhapi)y  wrotcli !" 
exclaimed  Ali  Baba,  ' '  what  have  you  done  to 
ruin  me  and  my  family  ? "  "It  was  to  preserve 
you,  not  to  ruin  you,"  answered  Morgiana  ; 
"for  see  here,"said  she,  (opening  Cogia Hous- 
aaiu's   garment,   uud  shewing  the   dagger,) 


"  what  an  enemy  you  had  entertained ! 
Look  well  at  him,  and  you  will  find  him  to 
be  both  the  pretended  oil-merchant,  and  the 
captain  of  the  gang  of  forty  robbers.  Ee- 
member,  too,  that  he  would  eat  no  salt  with 
you  ;  and  what  woidd  you  have  more  to  per- 
suade j'ou  of  his  wicked  design?  Before  I 
saw  him,  I  suspected  him  as  soon  as  yoii 
told  me  you  had  such  a  guest.  I  saw  him, 
and  you  now  find  that  my  sus^jiciou  was  not 
groundless." 

Ali  Baba,  who  immediately  felt  the  new 
obligation  he  had  to  Morgiana  for  saving  liis 
life  a  second  time,  embraced  her:  "Mor- 
giana," said  he,  "I  gave  you  your  liberty, 
and  then  promised  you  that  my  gratitude 
should  not  sto]i  there,  but  that  I  would  soon 
com[)lete  it.  The  time  is  come  for  me  to 
give  you  a  proof  of  it,  by  making  you  my 
<laughter-in-law."  Then  addressing  himself 
to  his  son,  he  said  to  him,  "I  believe  you, 
son,  to  be  so  dutiful  a  child,  that  you  will 
not  refuse  Morgiana  for  your  wife.  You  see 
that  Cogia  Houssain  sought  your  friendship 
with  a  treacherous  design  to  take  away  my 
life  ;  and  if  he  had  succeeded,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  he  would  have  sacrillced  you  also 
to  his  revenge.  Consider,  that  by  marrying 
Morgiana,  you  marry  the  support  of  my 
family  and  your  own." 

The  son,  far  from  shewing  any  dislike, 
readily  consented  to  the  marriage  ;  not  only 
because  he  would  not  disoliey  liis  father,  but 
that  his  inclination  prompted  him  to  it. 


After  this,  they  thought  of  burying  the 
captain  of  the  robbers  with  his  comrades, 
and  did  it  so  privately  that  nobody  knew 
anything  of  it  till  a  great  many  years  after, 
when  not  any  one  had  any  concern  in  the 
publication  of  this  remarkable  history. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Ali  Baba  cele- 
brated the  nuptials  of  his  son  and  Morgiana 
with  great  solemnity  and  a  sumptuous  feast, 
and  the  usual  dancing  and  spectacles  ;  and 
had  the  satisfaction  to  see  that  his  friends 
and  neighbours,  whom  he  invited,  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  true  motives  of  that  mar- 
riage ;  but  that  those  who  were  not  unac- 
quainted with  Morgiana's  good  qualities 
commended  his  generosity  and  goodness  of 
heart. 

Ali  Baba  forbore,  a  long  time  after  this 
marriage,  from  going  again  to  the  robbers' 
cave,  from  the  time  he  brought  away  his 
brother  Cassim,  and  some  bags  of  gold  on 
three  asses,  for  fear  of  finding  them  there, 
and  being  surprised  by  them.  He  kept 
away  after  the  death  of  the  thirty-seven 
robbers  and  their  captain,  su])posing  the 
other  two  robbers,  whom  he  could  get  no 
account  of,  might  be  alive. 

But  at  the  year's  end,  when  he  found  they 
had  not  made  any  attemjit  to  disturb  him, 
he  had  the  curiosity  to  make  another  jour- 
ney, taking  the  neccssarj'-  ])recautions  for  his 
safety.  He  mounted  his  horse,  and  when 
he  came  to  the  cave,  and  saw  no  footsteps  of 
men  or  horses,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  good 
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sign.  He  alighted  off  bis  horse,  and  tied 
him  to  a  tree  ;  and  presenting  himself  be- 
fore the  door,  and  jironouncing  these  words, 
♦'  Open,  Sesame,"  tlic  door  opened.  He  went 
in,  and  by  the  condition  he  found  things  in, 
he  judged  that  nobody  had  been  there  since 
the  false  Cogia  Houssain,  when  he  fetched 
the  goods  for  his  shop,  and  that  the  gang  of 
forty  robbers  was  completely  destroyed,  and 
never  doubted  he  was  the  oidy  person  in  the 
world  who  had  the  secret  of  opening  the 
cave,  and  that  all  the  treasure  was  solely  at 
his  disjiosal ;  and  having  brought  with  him 
a  wallet,  into  which  he  put  as  much  gold  as 
his  horse  could  carry,  he  returned  to  town. 
Afterwards  Ali  Baba  carried  his  son  to 
the  cave,  taught  him  the  secret,  which  they 
handed  down  to  their  posterity ;  and  using 
their  good  fortune  with  moderation,  lived  in 
great  honour  and  splendour,  holding  the 
greatest  oliices  of  the  city. 

THE   STORY   OF   ALI    COGIA,    A  MERCHANT    OF 
BAGDAD. 

In  the  reign  of  the  caliph  Haroun  Alraschid, 
there  lived  at  Bagdad  a  merchant  whose 
name  was  Ali  Cogia,  that  was  neither  one  of 
the  richest  nor  the  meanest  sort.  He  was  a 
bachelor,  and  lived  in  the  house  which  was 
his  father's,  master  of  his  own  actions,  con- 
tent with  the  profit  he  made  by  his  trade. 
But  happening  to  dream  a  dream  for  three 
nights  together,  that  a  venerable  old  man 
came  to  him,  and,  with  a  severe  look,  repri- 
manded him  for  not  having  made  a  pilgrim- 
age to  Mecca,  he  was  very  much  troubled. 

As  a  good  Mussidman,  he  knew  he  was 
obliged  to  \indertake  a  jiilgrimage ;  but  as 
he  had  a  house,  shop,  and  goods,  he  had  al- 
ways believed  that  they  might  stand  for  a 
sufficient  reason  to  excuse  him,  endeavour- 
ing by  his  charity,  and  other  good  works,  to 
atone  for  that  neglect.  But  after  tliis  dream, 
his  conscience  was  so  much  pricked,  that  the 
fear  lest  any  misfortune  should  befall  him, 
made  him  resolve  not  to  defer  it  any  longer; 
and  to  be  able  to  go  that  year,  he  sold  off 
his  household  goods,  his  shop,  and  with  it 
the  greatest  part  of  his  merchandise,  re- 
serving only  some,  which  he  thought  might 
turn  to  a  better  account  at  Mecca;  and 
meeting  with  a  tenant  for  his  house,  let  that 
also. 

Things  being  thus  disposed,  he  was  ready 
to  go  when  the  Bagdad  caravan  set  out  for 
Mecca  :  the  only  thing  he  had  to  do  was  to 
secure  a  sum  of  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold, 
which  would  have  been  troublesome  to 
carry  along  with  him,  besides  the  money  he 
had  set  apart  to  defray  his  expenses  on  the 
road,  and  for  other  purposes.  To  this  end 
he  made  choice  of  a  jar  of  a  projiortionable 
size,  put  the  thousand  i)ieces  of  gold  into  it, 
and  covered  them  over  with  olives.     When 


he  had  closed  the  mouth  of  the  jar,  he  car- 
ried it  to  a  merchant,  a  particular  friend  of 
his,  and  said  to  him,  "You  know,"  brother, 
' '  that  in  a  few  days  T  set  out  with  the  cara- 
van, on  my  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  I  beg  the 
favour  of  you,  that  you  woidd  take  charge 
of  a  jar  of  olives,  and  keep  it  for  me  till  I 
return."  The  merchant  promised  him  he 
would,  and  in  an  obliging  manner  said, 
"  Here,  take  the  key  of  my  warehouse,  and 
set  your  jar  where  you  please.  I  pro- 
mise you  shall  find  it  there  when  yoii  come 
again." 

On  the  day  the  caravan  was  to  set  out, 
Ali  Cogia  joined  it,  with  a  camel  loaded 
with  what  merchandise  he  thought  fit  to 
carry  along  with  him,  which  served  him  to 
ride  on,  and  arrived  safe  at  Mecca,  where  he 
visited,  along  with  other  pilgrims,  the  tem- 
])le  so  much  celebrated  and  frequented  by 
Mussuhuans  of  all  nations  every  year,  who 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  ob- 
serve religiously  the  ceremonies  prescribed 
them ;  and  when  he  had  acqiiitted  himself 
of  the  duties  of  his  pilgrimage,  he  exposed 
the  merchandise  he  had  brought  Avith  him, 
to  sell  or  exchange  them. 

Two  merchants  passing  by,  and  seeing 
Ali  Cogia's  goods,  thought  them  so  fine  and 
choice,  that  they  stopped  some  time  to  look 
at  them,  thoiigh  they  had  no  occasion  for 
them;  and  when  they  had  satisfied  their 
curiosity,  one  of  them  said  to  the  other,  as 
they  were  going  away,  "If  this  merchant 
knew  to  what  profit  these  goods  would  turn 
at  Cairo,  he  would  carry  them  thither  and 
not  sell  them  here,  though  this  is  a  good 
mart." 

Ali  Cogia  heard  these  words ;  and  as  he 
had  often  heard  talk  of  the  beauties  of 
Egypt,  he  was  resolved  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  them,  and  taking  a  joimiey 
thither.  Therefore,  after  having  jiacked  up 
his  goods  again,  instead  of  returning  to  Bag- 
dad, he  set  out  for  Egypt,  with  the  caravan 
of  Cairo  ;  and  when  he  came  thither,  he 
found  his  account  in  his  journey,  and  in  a 
few  days  sold  all  his  goods  to  a  greater  ad- 
vantage than  he  hojied  for.  With  the  mo- 
ney ho  bought  others,  with  an  intent  to  go 
to  Damascus  ;  and  while  he  waited  for  tho 
opjiortunity  of  a  caravan,  which  was  to  set 
forward  in  six  weeks,  he  saw  aU  the  rarities 
at  Cairo,  as  also  the  jiyramids ;  and  sailing 
up  the  Nile,  viewed  the  famous  towns  on 
each  side  of  that  river. 

As  the  DamascTis  caravans  took  Jerusalem 
in  their  way,  oiir  Bagdad  merchant  had  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  temple,  looked 
upon  by  all  the  Mussulmans  to  be  the  most 
holy,  after  that  of  Mecca,  whence  this  city 
takes  its  name  of  Nohle  Jfol'mess. 

Ali  Cogia  found  Damascus  so  delicious  a 
place,  abounding  with  fine  nu  ads,  pleasantly 
watered,  and  delightful  gardens,  that  it  ex- 
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cl'oJl'u  tliu  descriptions  yivcu  of  it  in  liistory. 
Here  he  made  a  long  abode,  but  neverthe- 
less Jiad  not  forgot  his  native  Bagdad  :  for 
■nJiich  place  he  set  out,  and  arrived  at 
Aleppo,  where  he  made  some  stay ;  and 
from  thence,  after  having  passed  the  Eu- 
phiates,  he  bent  his  course  to  Moussoul, 
Avith  an  intention,  in  his  .return,  to  come  by 
a  shorter  way  down  the  Tigris. 

When  Ali  Cogia  came  to  Moussoul,  the 
Persian  merchants,  with  whom  he  travelled 
from  Aleppo,  and  with  whom  he  had  con- 
tracted a  great  friendship,  had  got  so  great 
an  ascendant  over  him  by  their  civilities  and 
agreeable  conversation,  that  they  easily  per- 
suaded him  not  to  leave  them  tiU  they  came 
to  Schiraz,  from  whence  he  might  easily  re- 
turn to  Bagdad  with  a  considerable  profit. 
They  led  him  through  the  towns  of  Sultauia, 
Eei,  Coam,  Caschau,  Ispahan,  and  from 
thence  to  Schii-az ;  from  whence  he  had  the 
com[)laisance  to  bear  them  company  to 
India,  and  so  came  back  again  with  them  to 
Schiraz ;  insomxich  that,  including  the  stay 
he  made  in  every  town,  he  was  seven  years 
absent  from  Bagdad,  whether  he  then  re- 
solved to  return. 

All  this  time  his  friend,  with  whom  he 
had  left  his  jar  of  olives,  neither  thought  of 
him  nor  them;  but  just  at  the  time  when 
he  was  on  the  road  with  a  caravan  from 
Schiraz,  one  evening,  when  this  merchant 
was  supping  at  home  with  his  family,  the 
discourse  happened  to  fall  upon  olives,  his 
wife  was  desirous  to  eat  some,  saying  she 
had  not  tasted  any  for  a  long  while.  "Nov/ 
you  speak  of  olives,"  said  the  merchant, 
"you  put  me  in  mind  of  a  jar  which  Ali 
Cogia  left  with  me  seven  years  ago,  when 
he  went  to  Mecca;  and  put  it  himself  in 
my  warehouse  for  me  to  keep  for  him 
against  he  returned.  What  is  become  of 
him  I  know  not;  though,  when  the  cara- 
van came  back,  they  told  me  he  had  gone 
to  Egypt.  Certainly  he  must  be  dead, 
since  he  has  not  returned  in  all  this  time ; 
and  we  may  eat  the  olives  if  they  prove 
good.  Give  me  a  plate  and  a  cantlle,  and 
I  will  go  and  fetch  some  of  them,  and  we 
will  taste  them." 

"For  God's  sake,  husband,"  said  the  wife, 
"do  not  commit  so  base  an  action;  j-ou 
know  tliat  nothing  is  more  sacred  than 
what  is  committed  to  one's  care  and  trust. 
You  say  Ali  Cogia  has  been  gone  to  Mecca, 
and  is  not  returned;  but  you  have  been 
told  that  he  is  gone  into  Egypt;  and  how 
do  you  know  but  he  may  be  gone  farther? 
As  you  have  no  news  of  his  death,  he  may 
return  to-morrow,  for  anything  you  can  tell : 
and  what  a  disgrace  would  it  be  to  you  and 
your  family  if  he  should  come,  and  you  not 
restore  him  his  jar  ill  the  same  condition  he 
left  it !  I  declare  I  have  no  desire  of  the 
olives,  and  will  not  taste  of  them ;  for  when 


I  mentioned  them,  it  was  only  by  way  o 
discourse  :  besides,  do  you  think  that  they 
can  be  good,  after  they  have  been  kept  so 
long?  They  must  be  all  mouldy,  and 
spoiled ;  and  if  Ali  Cogia  should  return,  as 
I  have  a  strong  jiersuasion  he  will,  and 
shoiUd  find  they  have  been  opened,  what 
will  he  think  of  your  honour?  I  beg  of  you 
to  let  them  alone." 

The  wife  had  not  argued  so  long  with  her 
husband,  but  that  she  read  his  obstinacy  in 
his  face.  In  sliort,  he  never  regarded  what 
she  said,  but  got  uj),  took  a  candle  and  a 
plate,  and  went  into  the  warehouse.  ' '  Well, 
husband,"  said  the  wife  again,  "remember 
I  have  no  hand  in  this  business,  and  that 
you  cannot  lay  anything  to  my  charge,  if 
you  should  have  cause  to  repent  of  this 
action. " 

Tlie  merchant's  ears  were  deaf  to  these 
remonstrances  of  his  wife,  and  he  persisted 
in  his  design.  When  he  came  into  the 
warehouse,  he  oi^ened  the  jar,  and  found 
the  olives  all  mouldy;  but  to  see  if  they 
were  all  so  to  the  bottom,  he  turned  some 
of  them  upon  the  plate,  and  by  shaking  the 
jar,  some  of  the  gold  tumbled  out. 

At  the  sight  of  the  gold,  the  merchant, 
who  was  naturally  covetous,  looked  into  the 
jar,  and  ])erceived  that  he  had  shaken  out 
almost  all  the  olives,  and  what  remained 
was  fine  gold  coin.  He  immediately  put 
the  olives  into  the  jar  again,  covered  it  up, 
and  returned  to  his  wife.  "Indeed,  wife," 
said  he,  "you  was  in  the  right  to  say  that 
the  olives  were  all  mouldy;  for  I  found  it 
so,  and  have  made  up  the  jar  just  as  Ali 
Cogia  left  it ;  so  that  he  will  not  iierceive 
that  they  have  been  touched,  if  he  should 
return."  "You  Iiad  better  have  taken  my 
ad\'ice,"  said  the  wife,  "and  not  meddled 
with  them.  God  grant  no  mischief  comes 
of  it!" 

The  merchant  was  not  more  affected  with 
his  wife's  last  words  than  he  had  been  by 
her  former,  but  sjient  almost  the  whole 
night  in  thinking  how  he  might  appropriate 
Ali  Cogia's  gold  to  his  own  use,  and  keep 
possession  of  it  in  case  Ali  Cogia  should 
retiu-n  and  ask  him  for  the  jar.  The  next 
morning  he  went  and  bought  some  olives  of 
that  year-,  took  out  the  old  and  the  gold, 
and  filled  the  jar  with  the  new,  covered  it 
lip,  and  put  it  in  the  same  place  where  Ali 
Cogia  left  it. 

About  a  month  after  the  merchant  had 
committed  so  base  an  action,  for  which  he 
Avas  to  jiay  dear,  Ali  Cogia  arrived  at  Bag- 
dad ;  and  as  he  had  let  his  house,  -he  alight- 
ed at  a  khan,  choosing  to  stay  there  till 
he  had  signified  his  arrival  to  his  tenant, 
and  he  had  provided  himself  with  another 
liouse. 

The  next  morning  Ali  Cogia  went  to  pajr 
a  visit  to  the  merchant  his  friend,  who  re- 
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ceiveil  liiui  iu  tlie  most  obliging  manner  ima- 
ginable ;  and  exi)ressed  a  great  deal  of  joy 
at  liis  return,  after  bo  many  years'  absence  ; 
telling  him  that  he  had  begun  to  lose  all 
hojies  of  ever  seeing  him  again. 

After  the  visual  compliments  on  both  sides 
on  such  a  meeting,  Ali  Cogia  desired  the 
merchant  to  return  him  the  jar  of  olives 
which  he  had  left  with  him,  and  to  excuse 
the  liberty  he  had  taken  in  giving  him  so 
much  trouble. 

"My  dear  friend,  Ali  Cogia,"  replied  the 
merchant,  "you  are  to  blame  to  make  all 
these  apologies ;  your  vessel  has  been  no  in- 
convenience to  me  :  on  such  an  occasion  I 
should  have  made  as  free  with  you  :  there, 
take  the  key  of  my  w-arehouse  ;  go  and  take 
it ;  you  w^ill  find  it  in  the  same  place  w'here 
you  left  it." 

Ali  Cogia  went  into  the  merchant's  ware- 
house, took  his  jar,  and  after  having  returned 
him  the  key,  and  thanks  for  the  favour  he 
had  done  him,  returneil  with  it  to  the  khan 
where  he  lodged  ;  and  opening  the  jar,  and 
jaitting  his  hand  down  as  low  as  the  pieces 
of  gold  lay,  was  very  much  surprised  to  find 
none.  At  first  he  thought  he  might,  per- 
haps, be  mistaken;  and,  to  discover  the 
truth,  poured  out  all  the  olives  into  all  his 
travelling  kitchen-utensils,  without  so  much 
as  finding  one  single  piece  of  money.  His 
astonishment  was  so  great,  that  he  stood  for 
some  time  motionless;  then  lifting  up  his 
hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  he  cried  oiit,  "  Is 
it  possible  that  a  man,  whom  I  took  to  be 
my  good  friend,  shoidd  be  guilty  of  so  base 
an  action  ?  " 

Ali  Cogia,  cruelly  alarmed  at  the  fear  of 
so  considerable  a  loss,  returned  immediately 
to  the  merchant.  "  My  good  friend,"  said 
he,  "be  not  sui-prised  to  see  me  come  back 
so  soon.  T  own  the  jar  of  ohves  to  be  the 
same  put  into  your  magazine  ;  but  with  the 
olives  I  put  a  thousand  jjieces  of  gold  into 
it,  which  I  do  not  find.  Perhaps  you  might 
have  occasion  for  them,  and  employ  them 
in  trade  :  if  so,  they  are  at  your  service  ; 
only  put  me  out  of  my  pain,  and  give  me  an 
acknowledgment,  after  which  you  may  pay 
me  again  at  your  own  convenience." 

The  merchant,  who  expected  that  Ali 
Cogia  w^oidd  come  with  such  a  complaint, 
had  meditated  an  answer.  "  Friend  Ali 
Cogia,"  said  he,  "when  you  brought  your 
jar  of  olives  to  me,  did  I  touch  it?  did  not 
I  give  you  tlie  key  of  my  warehouse  ?  did 
not  yoii  carry  it  there  yourself,  and  did  not 
you  find  it  in  the  same  place,  covered  in  the 
same  maimer  as  when  you  left  it  ?  And  if 
you  put  gold  in  it,  you  should  have  found  it 
again.  You  told  me  that  they  were  olives, 
and  I  believed  it.  This  is  all  I  know  of  the 
matter  :  you  may  believe  me,  if  you  please ; 
but  I  never  touched  them." 

Ali  Cogia  made  use  of  all  the  mild  ways 


he  could  think  of  to  oblige  the  mercliant  to 
do  him  right.  "I  love  peace  and  quietness," 
said  he  to  him,  "  and  shall  be  very  sorry  to 
come  to  those  extremities  which  will  bring 
the  greatest  disgrace  iipon  you  :  consider 
that  merchants,  as  we  are,  ought  to  abandon 
all  interest  to  preserve  a  good  reputation. 
Once  again  I  tell  you,  T  should  be  very  much 
concerned  if  your  obstinacy  shall  oblige  me 
to  force  you  to  do  me  justice;  for  1  would 
rather  almost  lose  what  is  my  right  than 
have  recourse  to  law. " 

"Ali  Cogia,"  rej^lied  the  merchant,  "  you 
agree  that  you  left  a  jar  of  olives  with  me  ; 
and  now  you  have  taken  it  away,  you  cojue 
and  ask  me  for  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold. 
Did  you  ever  tell  me  that  such  a  sum  was  in 
the  jar  ?  I  did  not  even  know  that  they 
were  olives,  for  you  never  shewed  them  to 
me.  I  wonder  you  do  not  as  well  ask  me 
for  diamonds  and  pearls  instead  of  gold : 
begone  about  your  business,  and  do  not  raise 
a  mob  about  my  shop  : "  for  some  persons 
had  already  stopped.  These  last  words  were 
pronounced  in  so  great  heat  and  passion,  as 
not  only  made  those  who  stood  about  the 
shop  already  stay  longer,  and  created  a  great 
mob,  but  the  neighbouring  mei-chants  came 
out  of  their  shops  to  see  what  was  the  dis- 
2)ute  between  Ali  Cogia  and  the  merchant, 
and  endeavoured  to  reconcile  them ;  and 
when  Ali  Cogia  had  informed  them  of  his 
grievance,  they  asked  the  merchant  what  he 
had  to  saj'. 

The  merchant  owned  that  he  had  kept  the 
jar  for  Ali  Cogia  in  his  warehouse,  but  de- 
nied that  ever  he  meddled  with  it;  and 
swore  that  he  knew  it  was  full  of  olives 
only  because  Ali  Cogia  told  him  so,  and  bid 
them  all  bear  witness  of  the  insxdt  and 
affront  offered  him.  "  You  bring  it  upon 
yourself,"  said  Ali  Cogia,  taking  him  by 
the  arm  ;  "  )>ut  since  you  use  me  so  basely,  I 
cite  yoii  to  the  law  of  God.  Let  us  see  whe- 
ther you  wdl  have  the  assurance  to  say  the 
same  thing  liefore  the  cadi." 

Q'he  merchant  could  not  refuse  this  sum- 
mons, which  every  good  Mussulman  is  bound 
to  observe,  or  be  declared  a  rebel  against 
religion,  but  said,  "With  all  my  heart;  we 
shall  soon  see  who  is  in  the  wrong." 

Ali  Cogia  carried  the  merchant  before  the 
cadi,  before  whom  he  accused  him  of  cheat- 
ing him  of  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  which 
he  had  left  with  him.  The  cadi  asked  him 
if  he  had  any  witnesses  ;  to  which  he  replied, 
that  he  had  not  taken  that  precaution,  be- 
cause he  believed  the  jjerson  he  trusted  his 
money  with  to  be  his  friend,  and  always  took 
him  for  an  honest  man. 

The  merchant  made  the  same  defence  he 
had  done  before  the  merchants  his  neigh- 
bours, offering  to  make  oath  that  he  never 
had  the  money  he  was  accused  of,  and  that 
he  did  not  so  much  as  know  there  was  such 
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a  sum  ;  upon  wliicli  the  cadi  took  his  oath, 
and  dismissed  him  acquitted. 

Ali  C'of;ia,  extremely  luortifiedto  find  that 
he  must  sit  down  with  so  considerable  a  loss, 
protested  against  the  sentence,  declaring  to 
the  cadi  that  he  M'ould  appeal  to  the  caliph 
Haroun  Alraschid,  who  would  do  him  jus- 
tice; which  protestation  the  cadi  only  looked 
upon  as  the  effect  of  the  common  resentment 
of  all  those  who  lose  their  cause,  and  thought 
he  had  done  his  duty  in  acquitting  a  person 
who  had  been  accused  without  witnesses. 

While  the  merchant  returned  hoTue,  tri- 
umphing over  Ali  Cogia,  and  overjoyed  at 
his  good  fortune,  Ali  Cogia  went  and  drew 
up  a  petition  ;  and  the  next  day,  observing 
the  time  when  the  caliph  came  from  noon 
praj'ers,  he  placed  himself  in  the  street  he 
was  to  pass  through,  and  holding  out  his 
hand  with  the  petition,  an  officer  ajipointed 
for  that  piirpose,  who  always  goes  before 
the  caliph,  came  and  took  it  to  present  it. 

As  Ali  Cogia  knew  that  it  was  the  caliph's 
custom  to  read  the  petitions  at  his  return  to 
the  palace,  he  went  into  the  court,  and 
waited  till  the  officer  who  had  taken  the 
petition  read  it,  and  came  out  of  the  caliph's 
apartment,  who  told  him  that  the  caliph  had 
appointed  an  hour  to  hear  him  next  day : 
and  then  asking  him  wliere  the  merchant 
lived,  he  sent  to  notify  to  him  to  attend  at 
the  same  time. 

That  same  evening,  the  caliph,  the  grand 
vizier  Giafar,  and  Mesrour,  the  chief  of  the 
eumichs,  went  all  disguised  through  the 
to■w^l,  as  I  have  already  told  your  majesty  it 
was  his  custom  occasionally  to  do ;  and, 
passing  through  a  street,  the  caliph  heard  a 
noise,  and  mending  his  pace,  he  came  to  a 
gate,  which  led  into  a  little  court ;  through 
a  hole  ho  perceived  ten  or  twelve  children 
playing  by  moonlight. 

The  caliph,  who  was  curious  to  know  at 
what  i^lay  the  children  played,  sat  down 
upon  a  stone  bench  just  by  ;  and,  still  look- 
ing through  the  hole,  he  heard  one  of  the 
briskest  and  liveliest  of  the  children  say, 
"  Let  us  play  at  the  cadi.  I  will  be  the  cadi ; 
bring  Ali  Cogia  and  the  merchant  who 
cheated  him  of  the  thousand  pieces  of  gold 
before  me. " 

These  Avords  of  the  child  put  the  caliph  in 
mind  of  the  petition  Ali  Cogia  had  given 
him  that  day,  and  made  him  redouble  his 
attention  to  see  the  issue  of  the  trial. 

As  the  aff'air  of  Ali  Cogia  and  tlie  mer- 
chant made  a  great  noise  in  Bagdad,  it  had 
not  escaped  the  children,  who  all  accepted 
the  proposition  with  joy,  and  agreed  on  the 
part  each  was  to  act.  Not  one  of  them  re- 
fused him  that  made  the  proposal  to  be 
cadi;  and  when  he  had  taken  his  seat,  Avhicli 
he  did  with  all  the  seeming  gravity  of  a  cadi, 
another,  as  an  officer  of  the  court,  presented 
two  before  him;  one  as  Ali  Cogia,  and  the 


other  as  the  merchant  against  whom  he  com- 
plained. 

Then  the  pretended  cadi,  directing  his 
discourse  to  the  feigned  Ali  Cogia,  asked 
him  what  he  had  to  lay  to  that  merchant's 
charge. 

Ali  Cogia,  after  a  low  bow,  informed  the 
young  cadi  of  the  fact,  and  related  every 
particular,  and  afterwards  begged  that  he 
would  use  his  authority  that  he  might  not 
lose  so  considerable  a  sum  of  money. 

Then  the  feigned  cadi,  turning  about  to 
the  merchant,  asked  him  why  ho  did  not  re- 
turn the  money  which  Ali  Cogia  demanded 
of  him. 

The  feigned  merchant  alleged  the  same 
reasons  as  the  real  merchant  had  done  before 
the  cadi  himself,  and  oiTered  to  confirm  by 
oath  that  what  he  had  said  was  truth. 

"Notsofast,"  replied  the  pretended  cadi  ; 
"  before  you  come  to  your  oath,  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  the  jar  of  olives.  Ali  Cogia," 
said  he,  addressing  himself  to  the  lad  Avho 
acted  that  part,  "have  you  brought  the 
jar?"  "No,"  replied  he.  "Then  go  and 
fetch  it  immediately,"  said  the  other. 

The  pretended  Ali  Cogia  went  immedi- 
ately, and  returning  as  soon,  feigned  to  set 
a  jar  before  the  cadi,  telling  him  that  it  was 
the  same  he  left  with  the  accused  person, 
and  took  away  again.  But,  to  omit  no  part 
of  the  formality,  the  supposed  cadi  asked 
the  merchant  if  it  was  the  same  ;  and  as  by 
his  silence  he  seemed  not  to  deny  it,  he  or- 
dered it  to  be  opened.  He  that  represented 
Ali  Cogia  seemed  to  take  off  the  cover,  and 
the  pretended  cadi  made  as  if  he  looked  into 
it.  "They  are  fine  olives,"  said  he;  "let 
me  taste  of  them  ; "  and  then  pretending  to 
eat  of  them,  added,  "They  are  excellent; 
but,"  continued  he,  "I  cannot  think  that 
olives  will  keep  seven  years,  and  be  so  good  : 
send  for  some  olive-merchants,  and  let  me 
hear  what  is  their  opinion. "  Then  two  boys, 
as  olive-merchants,  presented  themselves. 
"  Are  you  olive-merchants  ?  "  said  the  sham 
cadi.  "  TeU  me  how  long  olives  will  keep 
to  be  fit  to  eat?" 

"Sii-,"  i-eplied  the  two  merchants,  "let 
lis  take  what  care  we  can,  they  will  hardly 
be  worth  anything  the  third  year,  for  then 
they  have  neither  taste  nor  colour."  "  If 
it  be  so,"  answered  the  cadi,  "  look  iutothat 
jar,  and  tell  me  how  long  it  is  since  those 
olives  were  put  into  it." 

The  two  merchants  pretended  to  examine 
and  to  taste  the  olives,  and  told  the  cadi 
they  were  new  and  good.  "You  are  mis- 
taken," said  the  young  cadi  ;  "Ali  Cogia 
says  he  put  them  into  the  jar  seven  years 
ago." 

"Sir,"  replied  the  merchants,  "we  can 
assure  you  they  are  of  this  year's  growth ; 
and  we  wiU  maintain  there  is  not  a  merchant 
in  Bagdad  but  will  say  the  same." 
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The  feigned  merchant  that  was  accused 
would  have  objected  against  the  evidence  of 
the  olive -merchants ;  but  the  feigned  cadi 
would  not  suffer  him.  ' '  Hold  your  tongue," 
said  he;  "you  are  a  rogue;  let  him  be 
hanged."  Then  the  children  put  an  end  to 
their  play,  clapping  their  hands  with  great 
joy,  and  seizing  the  feigned  criminal  to  carry 
him  to  execution. 

Words  cannot  express  how  much  the  ca- 
liph Haroun  Alraschid  admired  the  sagacity 
and  sense  of  the  boy  who  had  passed  so  just 
a  sentence,  in  an  affair  which  was  to  be 
pleaded  before  him  the  next  day.  He  with- 
drew, and  rising  off  the  bench  he  sat  on,  he 
asked  the  grand  vizier,  who  heard  all  that 
jiassed,  what  he  thought  of  it.  "  Indeed, 
commander  of  the  true  believers,"  answered 
the  grand  vizier  Giafar,  "  I  am  surprised  to 
find  so  much  sagacity  in  one  so  young." 

"But,"  answered  the  caliph,  "do  you 
know  one  thing  ?  T  am  to  pronounce  sen- 
tence in  this  very  cause  to-morrow;  the  true 
Ali  Cogia  presented  his  petition  to  me  to- 
day; and  do  you  think,"  continued  he, 
"that  I  can  give  a  better  sentence?"  "I 
think  not,"  answered  the  vizier,  "if  the  case 
is  as  the  children  represented  it."  "  Take 
notice  then  of  this  house,"  said  the  caliph, 
"  and  bring  the  boy  to  me  to-morrow,  that 
he  may  try  this  cause  in  my  presence ;  and 
also  order  the  cadi,  who  acquitted  the 
roguish  merchant,  to  attend,  to  learn  his 
duty  by  a  child.  Take  care  likewise  to  bid 
Ali  Cogia  bring  his  jar  of  olives  with  him, 
and  let  two  olive -merchants  be  present." 
After  this  charge  he  pursued  his  rounds, 
without  meeting  with  an5i;hing  else  worth 
his  attention. 

The  next  day  the  vizier  went  to  the  house 
where  the  caliph  had  been  a  witness  of  the 
children's  play,  and  asked  for  the  master  of 
it ;  but  he  being  abroad,  his  wife  came  to 
him.  He  asked  her  if  she  had  any  children. 
To  which  she  answered  she  had  three,  and 
called  them.  "My  brave  boys,"  said  the 
vizier,  "which  of  you  was  the  cadi  when 
you  jdayed  together  last  night?"  The 
eldest  made  answer  he  was;  but,  not  know- 
ing why  he  asked  the  qiiestion,  coloured. 
"Come  along  with  me,  my  lad,"  said  the 
grand  vizier;  "the  commander  of  the  faith- 
fid  wants  to  see  you." 

The  mother  was  in  a  great  fright  when 
she  saw  the  grand  ^-izier  would  take  her  son 
with  him,  and  asked  him  upon  what  account 
the  caliph  wanted  him.  The  grand  vizier 
encouraged  her,  and  promised  her  that  he 
shoidd  return  again  in  less  than  an  hour's 
time,  when  she  woidd  know  it  from  himself. 
"If  it  be  so,  sir,"  said  the  mother,  "give 
me  leave  to  dress  him  first,  that  he  may  be 
fit  to  appear  Ijefore  the  commander  of  the 
faithful ; "  which  the  vizier  readily  complied 
with. 


As  soon  as  the  child  was  dressed,  the  vi- 
zier carried  him  away,  and  presented  him  to 
the  caliph,  at  the  time  he  had  appointed  to 
hear  Ali  Cogia  and  the  merchant. 

The  caliph,  who  saw  that  the  boy  was 
dashed,  to  encourage  him,  said,  "  Come  to 
me,  child,  and  tell  me  if  it  was  you  that  de- 
termined the  affair  between  Ali  Cogia  and 
the  merchant  that  cheated  him  of  his  money. 
I  saw  and  heard  you,  and  am  very  well 
pleased  with  you."  The  boy  answered  mo- 
destly that  it  was  he.  "Well,  my  son," 
replied  the  caliph,  ' '  come  and  sit  down  by 
me,  and  you  shall  see  the  true  Ah  Cogia 
and  the  true  merchant." 

Then  the  cali[>li  took  him  by  the  hand, 
and  set  him  on  the  throne  by  him,  and  asked 
for  the  two  parties.  When  they  were  called, 
they  came  and  i^rostrated  themselves  before 
the  throne,  bowing  their  heads  quite  down 
to  the  carpet  that  covered  it.  Afterwards 
the  calph  said  to  them,  "  Plead  each  of  you 
your  causes  before  this  child,  who  will  hear 
and  do  you  justice ;  and  if  he  should  be  at 
a  loss,  I  will  rectify  it." 

Ali  Cogia  and  the  merchant  pleaded  one 
after  the  other;  but  when  the  merchant 
proposed  his  oath  as  before,  the  child  said, 
"  It  is  too  soon ;  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
see  the  jar  of  olives." 

At  these  woids,  Ali  Cogia  presented 
the  jar,  placed  it  at  the  caliph's  feet,  and 
opened  it.  The  calij^h  looked  upon  the 
olives,  and  took  one  and  tasted  it.  After- 
wards the  merchants  were  called,  who 
examined  the  olives,  and  reported  that 
they  were  good,  and  of  that  year.  The 
boy  told  them  that  Ali  Cogia  affirmed  that 
it  was  seven  years  since  he  put  them  up  ; 
and  they  returned  the  same  answer  as  the 
children  who  represented  them  the  night 
before. 

Though  the  merchant  who  was  accused 
saw  i^lainly  that  these  merchants'  ojiinions 
would  condemn  him,  yet  he  woidd  say  some- 
thing in  his  own  justification.  But  the 
child,  instead  of  ordering  him  to  lie  hanged, 
looked  at  the  caliph,  and  said,  "Commander 
of  the  faithful,  this  is  no  jesting  matter ;  it 
is  your  majesty  that  must  condemn  him  to 
death,  and  not  me,  though  1  did  it  yesterday 
in  play." 

The  caliph,  fidly  satisfied  of  the  mer- 
chant's villany,  delivered  him  into  the  hands 
of  the  ministers  of  justice  to  be  hanged. 
This  sentence  was  executed  upon  him,  after 
he  had  confessed  where  he  had  hid  the 
thousand  pieces  of  gold,  which  were  restored 
to  Ali  Cogia.  Then  the  monarch,  most  just 
and  equitable,  turning  to  the  cadi,  bid  him 
learn  of  that  child  to  acqiiit  himself  more 
exactly  of  his  duty;  and  embracing  the 
boy,  sent  him  home  with  a  purse  of  a  hun- 
dred pieces  of  gold,  as  a  token  of  his  hbe- 
rality. 
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THE  STOKY  OF  THE  ENCHANTED  HORSE. 

The  Ne\Tou;5,*  or  the  New  Pay,  which  is 
the  first  of  the  year  and  spring,  is  obser\red 
as  an  ancient  and  solemn  feast  throughout 
all  Persia,  Avhich  has  been  continued  from 
the  time  of  idolatry  ;  and  our  projihet's  re- 
ligion, pure  as  it  is,  antl  true  as  we  hold  it, 
lias  not  been  able  to  abolish  that  heathenish 
custom,  and  the  superstitious  ceremonies 
which  are  observed,  not  only  in  the  great 
cities,  but  celebrated  with  extraordinary 
rejoicings  in  evei-y  little  town,  village,  and 
hamlet. 

But  the  rejoicings  are  the  most  extraordi- 
nary at  the  court,  for  the  variety  of  new  and 
surjirising  sights ;  insomuch  that  strangers 
are  invited  from  the  neighbouring  states, 
and  the  most  remote  parts,  by  rewards  and 
liberality  of  the  king,  towards  those  who 
are  the  most  excellent  in  their  invention 
and  contrivance.  In  short,  nothing  in  the 
rest  of  the  world  can  come  nigh  them  in 
magnificence. 

On  one  of  these  feast  days,  after  the  most 
ingenioiis  artists  of  the  country  had  repaired 
to  Schiraz,  where  the  court  then  resided, 
and  had  entertained  the  king  and  all  the 
court  with  their  sights,  and  had  been  boim- 
tifuUy  and  liberally  rewarded  according  to 
their  merit  and  to  their  satisfaction  by  the 
king,  when  the  assembly  was  jxist  breaking 
up,  an  Indian  aiijieared  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  with  an  artificial  horse  richly  T)ridled 
and  saddled,  and  so  well  made,  that  at  first 
sight  he  looked  like  a  living  horse. 

The  Indian  prostrated  himself  before  the 
throne,  and  jjoiuting  to  the  horse,  said  to 
the  king,  "Though,  sir,  I  present  myself 
the  last  before  your  majesty,  yet  I  can  as- 
sure you  that  nothing  that  has  been  shewn 
to-day  is  so  wonderful  as  this  horse,  on  which 
I  beg  your  majesty  will  be  pleased  to  cast 
your  eyes."  "  I  see  nothing  more  in  the 
horse,"  said  the  king,  "  but  the  natural  re- 
semblance the  workman  has  given  him,  which 
the  skill  of  another  wo)-kmau  may  do  as  well 
or  better." 

'.'  Sir,"  replied  the  Indian,  "  it  is  not  for 
his  outward  form  and  ajjpearance  that  I  re- 
commend my  horse  to  your  majesty's  exa- 
mination as  wonderful,  but  the  use  I  know 
how  to  make  of  him,  and  what  any  other 
person,  when  I  have  communicated  the 
secret  to  him,  may  do  as  well.  Whenever 
I  mount  him,  be  it  M'here  it  will,  if  I  wish 


*  "NeviOHz,"  or  the  New  Day,  is  the  name  which 
the  ancient  Persians  pave  to  the  first  day  of  theiryear, 
which  was  solar.  Giarischid,  king  of  tlie  first  dynasty 
of  the  Pischdadians,  instituted  tlie  solemnity  of  the  Nev- 
rouz,  whicli  is  still  celebrated  by  the  Persians,  though 
they  are  Mohammedans,  and  consequently  oblifred 
to  lise  tlie  Arabian  year,  which  is  lunar.  T)ie  first  day 
was  fixed  in  the  vernal  equino.x,  at  the  point  when  the 
8un  enters  into  the  first  degree  of  Aries.  There  is  an- 
other Nevrouz  of  the  autumnal  equino.x.  —  D'ZTer- 
lelot. 


to  transport  myself  through  the  air  to  the 
most  distant  part  of  the  world,  I  can  do  it 
in  a  very  short  time.  This,  sir,  is  the  won- 
der of  my  horse ;  a  wonder  which  nobody 
ever  heard  speak  of,  and  which  I  oifer  to 
shew  your  majesty,  if  you  command  me."* 

The  king  of  Persia,  who  was  fond  of  every- 
thing that  was  curious,  and,  after  the  many 
wonderful  things  he  had  seen  and  desired  to 
see,  had  never  seen  or  heard  anything  that 
came  up  to  this,  told  the  Indian  that  nothing 
but  the  experience  of  what  he  told  should 
convince  him;  and  that  withal  he  was  ready 
to  see  him  perform  what  he  promised. 

The  Indian  presently  put  his  foot  into  the 
stirrup,  and  mounted  his  horse  with  a  great 
deal  of  activity ;  and  when  he  had  got  the 
other  foot  into  the  stirrup,  and  had  fixed 
himself  in  the  saddle,  he  asked  the  king  of 
Persia  where  he  pleased  to  send  him. 

About  three  leagues  from  Schiraz  there 
was  a  high  moimtain,  discernible  from  the 
large  square  before  the  palace,  where  the 
king  and  his  court,  and  a  great  concourse  of 
people,  then  were.  "Do  you  see  that  moun- 
tain ? "  said  the  king,  ])ointing  to  the  hill ; 
"go  to  it,  it  is  not  a  great  way  ofi^,  but  it  is 
far  enough  to  judge  of  the  haste  yoii  can 
make  in  going  and  coming.  But  because  it 
is  not  possible  for  the  eye  to  follow  you  so 
far,  for  a  certain  sign  that  you  have  been 
there,  I  expect  that  you  will  bring  mc  a 
branch  of  a  jialm-tree  that  grows  at  the 
bottom  of  the  hill." 

The  king  of  Persia  had  no  sooner  declared 
his  will,  but  the  Indian  turned  a  peg,  which 
was  in  the  hollow  of  the  horse's  neck,  just  by 
the  pummel  of  the  saddle,  and  in  an  instant 
the  horse  rose  ofi'  the  ground,  and  carried 
his  rider  into  the  air  like  lightning  to  such 
a  height,  that  those  who  had  the  strongest 
sight  could  not  discern  him,  to  the  admira- 
tion of  the  king  and  all  the  spectators. 
Within  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  they 
saw  him  come  again  with  the  palm  branch  in 
his  hand ;  but  before  he  came  quite  down, 
he  took  two  or  three  turns  in  the  au-  over 
the  spot,  amid  the  acclamations  of  all  the 
people  ;  then  descended  upon  the  same  spot 
of  ground  whence  he  set  off,  without  re- 
ceiving the  least  shock  from  the  horse  to 


'  Chaucer's  Squire's  Tale,  the  poem  by  which  Milton 
describes  and  characterises  him,  is  founded  on  this 
adventure.  The  imagination  of  this  story  consists  in 
Arabian  fiction,  engi-afted  on  Gothic  chivalry.  Nor  is 
this  Arabian  fiction  purely  the  sport  of  arbitrary  fancy, 
it  is,  in  a  preat  measui'e,  founded  on  Arabian  learning. 
The  idea  of  a  horse  of  brass  took  its  rise  from  the  me- 
chanical knowledge  of  the  Arabians,  and  their  experi- 
ments in  metals.  The  poets  of  romance,  Lydgate  and 
Gower,  who  deal  in  Arabian  ideas,  describe  the  Trojan 
horse  to  be  made  of  brass. — 'Warlon's  Hist,  of  English 
Pnetnj,  vol.  i.  pp.  3D8-400. 

Chaucer  has  borrowed  only  the  description  of  the 
horse,  and  the  two  pins,  the  ascending  one  in  his  ear, 
and  the  use  to  be  made  of  him.  That  Chaucer  never 
finished  the  story  is  more  than  probable,  from  IMilton's 
speaking  of  it  as  left  untold,  which  does  not  apply  to 
loss  after  finishing. 
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disorder  liim.  He  dismounted ;  and  going 
\\\i  to  the  throne,  prostrated  himself,  and 
laid  the  branch  of  the  palm-tree  at  the  king's 
feet. 

The  king  of  Persia,  Avho  was  an  eye-wit- 
ness, with  no  less  admiration  than  astonish- 
ment of  this  nnheard-of  sight  which  the 
Indian  had  exhibited,  conceived  a  great  dc- 
fiirc  to  have  the  horse ;  and  as  he  persuaded 
himself  that  he  should  not  find  it  a  diflicult 
matter  to  treat  with  the  Indian  about  him, 
for  whatever  sum  of  money  he  shoidd  value 
him  at,  he  began  to  look  upon  him  as  the 
most  valuable  thing  in  his  treasiuy.  "To 
judge  of  thy  horse  by  his  outward  appear- 
ance," said  he  to  the  Indian,  "I  did  not 
think  him  so  much  worth  my  considera- 
tion. As  you  shewed  me  his  merits,  I  am 
obliged  to  you  for  undeceiving  me  ;  and  to 
shew  you  how  much  I  esteem  him,  I  will 
buy  him  of  you,  if  he  is  to  be  sold." 

"  Sir,"  replied  the  Indian,  "  I  never 
doubted  that  your  majesty,  who  lins  the 
character  of  the  most  judicious  prince  on 
earth,  would  set  a  just  value  on  my  work 
as  soon  as  I  had  shewn  you  on  what  account 
he  was  worthy  your  attention.  I  also  fore- 
saw that  you  woidd  not  only  admire  and 
commend  him,  bub  would  desire  to  have 
him.  For  my  part,  sir,  though  I  know  the 
true  value  of  him,  and  that  my  being  master 
of  him  Avill  render  my  name  immortal  in  the 
world,  yet  I  am  not  so  fond  of  him  but  I 
can  resign  him,  to  gratify  that  noble  passion 
of  your  majesty;  but  in  making  this  de- 
claration, I  have  another  to  add,  without 
which  I  cannot  resolve  to  part  with  him, 
and  perhaps  you  may  not  approve  of  it. 

"Your  majesty  will  not  be  dis2)leased," 
continued  the  Indian,  "if  I  tell  you  that  I 
did  not  buy  this  horse,  but  obtained  him  of 
the  inventor  and  maker,  by  giving  him  my 
only  daughter  in  marriage,  and  promising  at 
the  same  time  never  to  sell  him  ;  but,  if  I 
parted  with  him,  to  exchange  him  for  some- 
thing that  I  should  like." 

The  Indian  would  have  gone  on,  but  at 
the  word  exchange,  the  king  of  Persia  inter- 
inipted  him  :  "  1  am  willing, "  said  he,  "to 
give  you  what  you  will  ask  in  exchange. 
You  know  my  kingdom  is  large,  and  con- 
tains many  great,  rich,  and  populoTis  cities ; 
I  will  give  you  the  choice  of  which  you  like 
best,  in  fuU  sovereignty  for  the  rest  of  your 
life." 

This  exchange  seemed  royal  and  noble  to 
the  whole  court,  but  was  much  below  what 
the  Indian  i)ro2:)osed  to  himself,  who  had 
raised  his  thoughts  much  higher.  "  I  am 
infinitely  obliged  to  your  majesty  for  the 
offer  you  make  me,"  answered  he,  "and 
cannot  thank  you  enough  for  your  gene- 
rosity; yet  I  must  beg  of  you  not  to  be 
angry  with  me,  if  I  take  the  boldness  to  teU 
you,  that  I  cannot  resign  to  you  my  horse, 


but  by  receiving  the  hand  of  the  princess 
your  daughter  as  my  wife :  this  is  the  only 
price  at  which  I  can  give  iip  my  property  in 
him." 

The  courtiers  about  the  king  of  Persia 
coidd  not  forbear  laughing  aloud  at  this  ex- 
travagant demand  of  the  Indian ;  but  the 
prince  Firouz  Schah,  the  king's  eldest  son, 
and  presumptive  heir  to  the  crown,  could 
not  hear  it  without  indignation.  The  king 
was  of  a  very  different  opinion,  and  thought 
he  might  sacrifice  the  princess  of  Persia  to 
the  Indian,  to  satisfy  his  curiosity.  He  re- 
mained, however,  undetermined,  considering 
what  he  shoidd  do. 

Prince  Firouz  Schah,  who  saw  his  father 
hesitating  what  answer  he  should  make,  be- 
gan to  fear  lest  he  should  comply  with  the 
Indian's  demand,  and  looked  iipon  it  as  not 
only  injurious  to  the  royal  dignity  and  his 
sister,  but  also  to  himself ;  therefore,  to  an- 
ticipate his  father,  he  said,  "  Sii',  I  hope 
your  majesty  will  forgive  me  for  daring  to 
ask  you,  if  it  is  possible  that  your  majesty 
should  hesitate  a  moment  about  a  denial  to 
so  insolent  a  demand  from  such  an  insigni- 
ficant fellow,  and  scandalous  juggler;  and 
that  you  should  give  him  reason  to  flatter 
himself  a  moment  with  being  allied  to  one 
of  the  most  powerful  inonarchs  in  the  world? 
I  beg  of  you  to  consider  what  you  owe  to 
yourself,  and  to  your  own  blood,  and  the 
high  rank  of  your  ancestors." 

"Son,"  replied  the  king  of  Persia,  "I 
very  much  approve  of  your  remonstrance, 
and  am  very  sensible  of  your  zeal  for  jjre- 
serving  the  lustre  of  your  noble  birth ;  but 
you  do  not  consider  enough  the  excellence 
of  this  horse,  nor  that  the  Indian,  if  I  should 
refuse  him,  may  make  the  offer  somewhere 
else,  where  this  nice  point  of  honour  may  be 
waved.  I  shall  be  in  the  utmost  despair  if 
another  prince  should  l)oast  of  having  ex- 
ceeded me  in  generosity,  and  deprived  mc  of 
the  glory  of  possessing  a  horse,  which  I 
esteem  as  the  most  singular  and  wouderfid 
thing  in  the  world.  I  will  not  say  I  consent 
to  grant  liim  what  he  asked.  Perhajjs  he 
has  not  made  up  his  mind  upon  this  exorbit- 
ant demand ;  and,  putting  my  daughter  the 
princess  out  of  the  question,  I  may  make 
another  agreement  with  him  that  will  an- 
swer his  purpose  as  well.  But  liefore  I 
strike  the  bargain  with  him,  I  should  be 
glad  that  you  would  examine  the  horse  ;  try 
him  yourself,  and  give  me  your  o^iinion ;  I 
doubt  not  he  will  jiermit." 

As  it  is  natural  for  us  to  flatter  ourselves 
in  what  we  desire,  the  Indian  fancied,  by 
what  he  heard  the  king  of  Persia  say,  he 
was  not  entirely  averse  to  his  alliance,  by 
taking  the  horse  at  his  price  ;  and  that  the 
prince,  who,  instead  of  being  against  it, 
might  become  more  favouraljle  to  him,  and 
not  ojipose  the  desire  the  king  seemed  to 
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have  ;  and  to  shew  he  consenteil  to  it  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasiirc,  he  expressed  miieh 
joy,  ran  before  the  priuce  to  help  him  to 
mount,  and  shewed  him  how  to  guide  and 
manage  the  horse. 

The  prince  mounted  the  horse  with 
wonderful  address,  without  the  Indian 
assisting  him ;  and  no  sooner  had  he  got 
his  feet  in  both  stirrups,  but,  without  staj^- 
ing  for  the  Indian's  advice,  he  tunied  the 
peg  he  had  seen  him  use,  and  mounted  into 
the  air  as  qnick  as  an  arrow  shot  out  of 
a  bow  by  the  stoutest  and  most  adroit 
archer;  and  in  a  few  moments  the  king, 
court,  and  the  numerous  assembly,  lost 
sight  of  him.  Neither  horse  nor  jirince 
were  to  be  seen ;  and  tlie  king  of  Persia 
made  vain  eflorts  to  discern  them  :  when 
the  Indian,  alarmed  at  what  had  happened, 
prostrated  himself  before  the  throne,  and 
forced  the  king  to  look  at  him,  and  give 
attention  to  what  he  said.  "Sir,"  said  he, 
"your  majesty  j'ourself  saw  that  the  prince 
was  so  hast}-,  that  he  would  not  permit  me 
to  give  him  the  necessary  instructions  to 
govern  my  horse.  From  what  he  saw  me 
do,  he  would  shew  that  he  wanted  not  my 
advice  to  set  oil'.  He  was  too  willing  to 
shew  his  address,  but  knows  not  the  way 
■which  I  was  going  to  shew  him,  how  to 
turn  the  horse  about  and  bring  it  back 
again.  Therefore,  su-,  the  favour  I  ask  of 
your  majesty  is,  not  to  make  me  accountable 
for  what  accidents  may  befall  him  :  you  are 
too  just  to  impute  to  me  any  misfortune  that 
may  attend  him." 

This  discourse  of  the  Indian  very  much 
surprised  and  afflicted  the  king  of  Persia, 
who  saw  the  danger  his  son  was  in  to  be  in- 
evitable, if,  as  the  Indian  said,  there  was 
another  secret  to  bring  him  back  again,  that 
•was  different  from  that  which  carried  him 
away  ;  and  asked,  in  a  passion,  why  ho  did 
not  call  him  back  the  moment  he  went. 

"Sir,"  answered  the  Indian,  "your  ma- 
jesty saw  as  well  as  I  with  Avhat  swiftness 
the  horse  and  the  prince  flew  away.  The 
surprise  I  was  then,  and  still  am  in,  deprived 
me  of  the  use  of  my  speech ;  and,  if  I  could 
have  spoken,  he  had  got  too  far  to  hear  me. 
If  he  had  heard  me,  he  knew  not  the  secret 
to  bring  him  back,  which,  through  his  im- 
patience, he  woidd  not  stay  to  learn.  But, 
sir,"  added  he,  "there  is  room  to  hope  that 
the  prince,  when  he  finds  himself  at  a  loss, 
will  perceive  another  peg,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
turns  that,  the  horse  will  cease  to  rise,  and 
will  descend  to  the  ground,  and  he  may  turn 
him  to  what  place  he  pleases  by  guiding 
him  with  the  bridle." 

Notwithstanding  all  these  argiiments  of 
the  Indian,  which  carried  great  appearance 
of  probability,  the  king  of  Persia  was 
terribly  frightened  at  the  evident  danger  his 
son  was  in.      "I  suppose,"  rei)lied  he,  "it 


is  very  uncertain  whether  my  son  perceives 
the  other  peg,  and  makes  a  right  use  of  it : 
may  not  the  horse,  instead  of  lighting  U])on 
the  ground,  fall  upon  some  rock,  or  tumble 
into  the  sea  with  him?" 

"  Sir,"  replied  the  Indian,  "  I  can  deliver 
your  majesty  fi-om  this  apprehension,  by 
assuring  you  that  the  horse  crosses  seas 
without  ever  faDing  into  them,  and  always 
carries  his  rider  wherever  he  has  a  mind  to 
go.  And  your  majesty  may  assure  yourself, 
that,  if  the  jiriuce  does  not  find  out  the 
other  peg  which  I  mentioned,  the  horse  will 
carry  him  where  he  pleases  to  go.  It  is  not 
to  be  supposed  he  will  go  anywhere  but 
where  he  can  find  assistance,  and  make  him- 
self known." 

"Be  it  as  well,"  replied  the  king  of  Persia. 
"As  I  cannot  depend  upon  the  assurance  you 
give  me,  your  head  shall  answer  for  my  son's 
life,  if  he  does  not  return  safe  and  sound  in 
three  days'  time,  or  that  I  can  certainly  hear 
that  he  is  alive."  Then  he  ordered  his 
officers  to  secure  his  person,  and  keep  him 
close  prisoner ;  after  which  he  retired  to  his 
palace,  extremely  grieved  that  the  feast  of 
Nevrouz  should  afford  him  and  his  court  so 
much  sorrow. 

In  the  meantime  prince  Fironz  Schah  was 
carried  through  the  air  with  j^rodigious 
swiftness,  as  was  said  before  ;  and  in  less 
than  an  hour's  time  he  had  got  so  high,  that 
he  coidd  not  distinguish  anj'thing  on  the 
earth,  but  mountains  and  plains  seemed 
confounded  together.  It  was  then  he  began 
to  think  of  returning  from  whence  he  came, 
and  thought  to  do  it  by  turning  the  same 
peg  the  contrary  way,  and  pulling  the  bridle 
at  the  same  time.  But  when  he  found  that 
the  horse  still  rose  with  the  same  swiftness, 
his  astonishment  was  extremely  great.  He 
turned  the  peg  several  times,  one  way  and 
the  other,  but  all  in  vain.  It  was  then  he 
grew  sensible  of  his  fault,  in  not  taking  the 
necessary  precautions  to  guide  the  horse, 
before  he  mounted  him.  He  immediately 
apprehended  the  great  danger  he  was  in, 
but  that  apprehension  did  not  deprive  him 
of  his  reason.  He  examined  the  horse's 
head  and  neck  with  great  attention,  and 
perceived  behind  the  horse's  right  ear  an- 
other peg,  smaller  and  less  discernible  than 
the  other.  He  turned  that  peg,  and  pre- 
sently perceived  that  he  descended  in  the 
same  oblique  manner  as  he  mounted,  but 
not  so  swiftly. 

Night  had  overshadowed  almost  half  an 
hour  that  part  of  the  earth  over  which  the 
prince  then  was,  when  he  found  out  and 
turned  the  small  jieg  ;  and  as  the  horse  de- 
scended, he  by  degrees  lost  sight  of  the  sun, 
till  it  grew  quite  dark  ;  insomuch  that,  in- 
stead of  choosing  what  jilace  he  woxdd  go 
to,  he  was  forced  to  let  the  bridle  lie  \ipou 
the  horse's  neck,  and  wait  patiently  till  he 
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alighted,  tliou^h  not  witlioiit  the  dread  lest 
it  should  be  iu  the  desert,  a  river,  or  the  sea. 

At  last  the  horse  alighted  and  stoi)ped 
after  midnight,  and  prince  Firouz  Sehah 
dismounted  very  faint  and  hungry,  having 
eaten  nothing  since  the  morning  when  he 
came  out  of  the  palace  with  his  father  to 
j  assist  at  the  festival.  The  first  tiling  he 
had  to  do  in  this  darkness  of  the  night  was 
!  to  endeavour  to  lind  out  where  he  was; 
when  he  found  himself  to  be  on  the  terrace 
of  a  magnificent  palace,  siirrounded  with  a 
balustrade  of  white  marble,  breast  high; 
and  groping  about,  found  a  jiair  of  stairs 
which  let  down  into  the  palace,  the  door  of 
which  was  half  open. 

None  but  prince  Firouz  Schah  would  have 
ventured  to  go  down  those  stairs,  so  dark  as 
it  was,  and  iu  the  danger  he  exj^osed  himself 
to  from  friends  or  foes.  But  no  considei-a- 
tion  could  stop  him.  I  do  not  come, 
said  he  to  himself,  to  do  anybody  any 
harm ;  and  certainly,  whoever  meets  or 
sees  me  first,  and  finds  that  I  have  no  arms 
in  my  hands,  will  not  attempt  anything 
against  my  life,  before  they  hear  w'hat  I 
have  to  say  for  myself.  After  this  reflec- 
tion he  opened 
the  door  wider, 
without  making 
any  noise,  and 
went  softly  down 
the  stairs,  that 
he  might  not  a- 
waken  anybody; 
and  when  he 
came  to  a  land- 
ing-place on  the 
staircase,  he 
foimd  the  door  of 
a  great  hall,  that 
had  a  light  in  it, 
open. 

The  prince 
stopped  at  the 
door,  and  listen- 
ing, heard  no 
other  noise  than 
the  snoring  of 
some  peoi>le  who 
were  fast  asleep. 
He  advanced  a 
little  into  the 
room,  and,  by 
the  light  of  a  lan- 
tern, saw  that  those  persons  whom  he  heard 
snore  were  black  eunuchs,  with  naked  sabres 
laid  by  them  ;  which  was  enough  to  inform 
him  that  this  was  the  giiard  chamber  of 
some  queen  or  princess;  which  latter  it 
proved  to  be. 

In  the  next  room  to  this  the  princess  lay, 
as  appeared  by  the  light  he  saw,  the  door 
being  open,  through  a  thin  silken  curtain, 
which  drew  before  the  doorway,  whither 


prince  Firouz  Schah  advanced  on  tiji-toe, 
without  waking  the  eunuchs.  He  \>\xt  by 
the  cm-tain,  and  went  in  ;  and  without  stay- 
ing to  observe  the  magnificence  of  the  cham- 
ber, which  was  what  he  did  not  much  re- 
gard, he  gave  his  attention  to  something  of 
greater  importance.  He  saw  a  great  many 
beds ;  onl^'  one  of  them  on  a  sofa,  the  rest 
on  the  floor.  The  princess  lay  in  the  first, 
and  her  women  in  the  others. 

This  distraction  was  enough  to  dii-ect  the 
prince  in  his  choice.  He  crept  softly  to  the 
bed  without  waking  either  the  princess  or 
her  women,  and  beheld  a  beauty  so  extra- 
ordinary and  suqjrising,  that  he  was  charm- 
ed and  inflamed  with  love  at  the  first  sight. 
0  heavens  !  said  he  to  himself,  has  my  fate 
brought  me  hither  to  deprive  me  of  my 
liberty,  which  hitherto  I  have  always  pre- 
sei-ved  ?  How  can  I  avoid  a  certain  slavery, 
when  those  eyes  shall  open,  since  without 
doubt  they  complete  the  lustre  of  this 
assemblage  of  charms  ?  I  must  quickly 
resolve,  since  I  cannot  stir  without  being 
my  own  murderer ;  for  so  has  necessity  or- 
dained. 

i\fter  these  reflections  on  his  situation, 
and  on  the  prin- 
cess's beauty, and 
examining  the 
condition  of  his 
heart,  he  fell  on 
his  knees,  and 
taking  hold  of 
the  princess's 
shift  sleeve,  out 
of  which  came 
an  arm  as  white 
as  snow,  pulled 
it  gently  towards 
him.  The  prin- 
cess opened  her 
eyes,  and  seeing 
a  handsome,  well- 
shaped,  comely 
man  on  his  knees, 
she  was  in  great 
surprise ;  yet 
seemed  to  shew 
no  sign  of  fear. 

The  prince 
made  use  of  this 
favoiu'able  mo- 
ment, bowed  his 
head  down  to  the 
gi-ound,  and,  rising,  said,  "  Eespectable  prin- 
cess, by  the  most  extraordinary  and  wonder- 
fiU  adventure  imaginable,  you  see  here  at 
your  feet  a  suppliant  prince,  the  son  of  the 
king  of  Persia,  who  was  yesterday  morning 
with  his  father  in  his  court,  at  the  celebra- 
tion of  a  solemn  feast,  and  is  now  in  a  strange 
country,  iu  danger  of  his  life,  if  you  have  not 
the  goodness  and  generosity  to  give  him  your 
assistance  and  protection.     These  I  implore, 
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julorablo  princess,  witli  the  couliclence  that 
you  will  nut  refuse  me.  I  have  the  moi-e 
ground  to  persuade  myself  that  so  much 
beauty  and  majesty,  and  such  charms,  can- 
not entertain  the  least  inlumianity." 

This   princess,    to   wlioni   prince    Firouz 
Schah  sa  happily  addressed  himself,  was  the 


princess  of  Bengal,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
king  of  that  kingdom,  who  had  Iniilt  this 
palace  a  small  distance  from  his  cajntal, 
whither  she  went  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  After  she  had  heard  the  prince 
with  all  the  candour  he  could  desire,  she 
replied  with  eipial  gootluess,  "Prince,  you 


are  not  in  a  barbarous  country ;  take  cour- 
age :  hospitality,  humanity,  and  politeness 
are  to  be  met  with  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  Persia.  It  is  not  I  who 
grant  you  the  protection  you  ask ;  you 
not  only  have  found  it  in  my  palace,  but 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom ;  you  may 
believe  me,  and  depend  upon  what  I 
say." 

The  prince  of  Persia  would  have  thanked 
the  princess  of  Bengal  for  her  civility,  and 
the  favour  she  did  him,  and  had  already 
bowed  down  his  head  to  return  the  comjdi- 
ment,  but  she  would  not  give  him  leave  to 
speak.  "Notwithstanding  I  desire,"  said 
slie,  "  to  know  by  what  miracle  you  have 
come  hither  from  the  capital  of  Persia  in  so 
short  a  time,  and  by  what  enchantment  you 
have  been  able  to  penetrate  so  far  as  to  come 
to  my  apartment,  and  to  have  deceived  the 
vigilance  of  my  guards ;  yet  as  it  is  impos- 
sible but  you  must  want  some  refreshment, 
and  looking  upon  you  as  a  welcome  guest, 
I  will  wave  my  ciu'iosity,  and  give  orders 
to  my  women  to  regale  you,  and  shew  you 
an  apartment  where  you  may  rest  yourself 
after  your  fatigue,  and  be  better  able  to 
satisfy  my  curiosity." 

The  princess's  women,  who  awaked  at  the 
first  words  which  the  prince  addressed  to 
the  princess,  were  in  the  utmost  surprise  to 
see  a  man  at  the  princess's  bolster,  as  they 
could  not  conceive  how  he  got  thither  with- 
out waking  them  or  the  eunuchs.     They  no 


sooner  comprehended  the  princess's  inten- 
tions, than  they  dressed  themselves  presently, 
and  were  i"eady  to  obey  her  commands,  as 
soon  as  she  gave  them.  They  each  took  a 
wax  candle,  of  which  there  were  great  num- 
bers lighted  up  in  the  room  ;  and  after  the 
Ijrince  had  taken  leave  very  respectfully, 
they  went  before  him,  and  conducted  him 
into  a  handsome  chamber ;  where,  while 
some  were  preparing  the  bed,  others  went 
into  the  kitchen ;  and  notwithstanding  it  was 
so  unseasonable  an  hour,  they  did  not  make 
jn-ince  Firouz  Schah  wait  long,  but  brought 
him  presently  all  sorts  of  meat ;  and  when 
he  had  eaten  as  much  as  he  chose,  they  re- 
moved the  table,  and  left  him  to  taste  the 
sweets  of  repose,  after  shewing  him  several 
presses,  where  he  might  find  whatever  he 
wanted. 

In  the  meantime,  the  princess  of  Bengal 
was  so  sti'uck  with  the  charms,  wit,  polite- 
ness, and  other  good  qualities  which  she  dis- 
covered in  that  short  conversation  with  the 
l)rince,  that  she  could  not  sleep  ;  biit  when 
her  women  came  into  her  room  to  go  to  bed, 
again  asked  them  if  they  had  taken  care  of 
him,  and  if  he  wanted  anything  ;  and  parti- 
cidarly  v\'hat  they  thought  of  him. 

The  women,  after  they  had  satisfied  her 
as  to  the  first  articles,  answered  as  to  the 
last,  "We  do  not  know  what  you  may 
think  of  him,  but,  for  our  parts,  we  think 
you  would  be  very  happy  if  the  king  your 
father  would  many  you  to  so  amiable  a 
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prince  ;  for  there  is  not  a  prince  in  all  the 
kingdom  of  Bengal  to  be  compared  to  him  ; 
nor  can  we  hear  that  any  of  the  neighbonr- 
ing  princes  are  worthy  of  you." 

This  ilatteriug  discourse  was  not  displeas- 
ing to  the  princess  of  Bengal ;  but  as  she 
had  no  mind  to  declare  her  sentiments  to 
them,  she  imposed  silence  upon  them,  tell- 
ing them  they  talked  without  i-eilectiou, 
bidding  them  to  go  to  bed  and  let  her  sleep. 

The  next  day,  the  first  thing  the  jDrincess 
did  as  soon  as  she  Avas  up,  was  to  sit  down 
to  her  toilet.  She  took  more  pains  in  dress- 
ing and  adjusting  herself  at  the  glass  than 
ever  she  had  done  in  her  life.  She  never  had 
tried  her  women's  jDatience  so  m\ich  before, 
by  making  them  do  and  undo  the  same  thing 
several  times.  "Certainly,"  said  she  to 
herself,  "if  the  prince,  as  I  perceive,  was 
taken  with  me  in  my  dishabille,  he  will  be 
charmed  with  me  when  I  am  dressed."  She 
adorned  her  head,  neck,  arms,  and  waist 
with  tlie  iinest  and  largest  diamonds  she 
had.  The  habit  she  made  use  of  was  one 
of  the  richest  stuffs  of  the  Indies,  of  a  most 
beautiful  colour,  and  made  only  for  kings, 
princes,  and  princesses.  After  she  had  con- 
sulted her  glass  a  long  time,  and  asked  her 
women,  one  after  another,  if  anything  was 
wanting  to  her  attire,  she  sent  to  know  if 
the  prince  of  Persia  was  awake  ;  and  as  she 
never  doubted  but  that,  if  he  was  up  and 
dressed,  he  would  ask  leave  to  come  and 
pay  his  respects  to  her,  she  charged  the 
messenger  to  tell  him  she  would  make  him 
the  visit.     And  she  had  her  reasons  for  this. 

The  prince  of  Persia,  who  by  that  night's 
rest  had  recovered  the  fatigue  he  had  under- 
gone the  day  before,  had  just  dressed  him- 
self, when  he  received  the  princess  of  Ben- 
gal's compliments  by  one  of  her  women. 
Without  giving  the  lady  who  brought  the 
message  leave  to  communicate  it,  he  asked 
her  if  it  was  proper  for  him  then  to  go  and 
pay  his  respects  to  the  princess  ;  and  when 
the  lady  had  acquitted  herself  of  her  errand, 
he  replied,  "It  shall  be  as  the  princess 
thinks  fit  :  I  came  here  to  be  solely  at  her 
pleasure." 

As  soon  as  the  princess  of  Bengal  under- 
stood that  the  prince  of  Persia  waited  for 
her,  she  immediately  went  to  pay  him  a  visit. 
After  mutual  compliments  on  both  sides,  the 
l)rince  asking  pardon  for  haAdng  waked  the 
l^rincess  out  of  a  profound  sleep,  and  the 
])rincess  inquiring  after  his  health,  and  how 
he  rested,  the  princess  sat  down  on  a  sofa, 
as  did  also  the  prince,  though  at  some  dis- 
tance, out  of  respect. 

Then  the  princess,  resuming  the  discourse, 
said,  "I  would  have  received  you,  prince, 
in  the  chamber  in  which  you  found  me  in 
bed  last  night ;  but  as  the  chief  of  my 
eunuchs  has  the  liberty  of  coming  into  it, 
"ind  never  comes  further  without  my  leave, 


through  my  impatience  to  hear  the  sui-pris- 
ing  ad\onture  which  procures  me  the  happi- 
ness of  seeing  you,  I  chose  to  come  hither 
that  we  may  not  be  interrupted  ;  tlierefore 
I  bog  of  you  to  give  me  that  satisfaction, 
which  will  highly  oldige  me." 

Prince  Firouz  Schah,  to  gratify  the  prin- 
cess of  Bengal,  began  his  discourse  with  the 
solemn  and  annual  feast  of  the  Nevrouz,  re- 
lating all  the  sights  worthy  of  her  curiosity, 
whicii  had  amazed  the  court  of  Persia  and 
the  whole  town  of  Schiraz.  Afterwards  he 
came  to  the  enchanted  horse  ;  the  descrip- 
tion of  which,  with  the  account  of  the  won- 
ders the  Indian  performed  on  him  before  so 
august  an  assembly,  convinced  the  princess 
that  nothing  of  that  kind  could  be  imagined 
more  surprising  in  the  world.  "  You  may 
well  think,  charming  princess,"  continued 
the  prince  of  Persia,  "that  the  king  my 
father,  who  cares  not  what  he  gives  for 
anything  that  is  rare  and  curious,  would  be 
very  desirous  to  purchase  such  a  horse,  as 
indeed  he  was.  He  asked  the  Indian  what 
he  would  have  for  him  ;  who  made  him  an 
extravagant  reply,  telling  him  tliat  he  had 
not  bought  him,  but  taken  him  in  exchange 
for  his  only  daughter,  and  could  not  ])art 
with  him  but  on  the  like  condition,  which 
was,  to  have  his  consent  to  marry  the  prin- 
cess my  sister. 

"  The  crowd  of  courtiers,  who  stood  about 
the  king  my  father,  hearing  the  extrava- 
gance of  this  proposal,  laughed  loudly  at 
it;  and  I,  for  my  part,  conceived  so  great 
indignation,  that  I  could  not  disguise  it ; 
and  the  more,  because  I  saw  that  the  king 
my  father  was  considering  with  himself  what 
answer  he  shoidd  give  him.  In  short,  I  be- 
lieve he  would  have  granted  him  what  he 
asked,  if  I  had  not  ia  the  most  lively  terms 
represented  to  him  how  injurious  it  would 
be  to  his  honour ;  yet  my  remonstrance 
could  not  bring  him  entirely  to  quit  his 
design  of  sacrificing  the  princess  my  sister 
to  so  despicable  a  person.  Ho  fancied  he 
should  bring  me  over  to  his  opinion,  if  once 
I  could  com^irehend,  as  he  imagined  he  did, 
the  singular  worth  of  this  horse.  With 
this  view  he  would  have  me  look  at  him, 
and  mount  him,  and  make  a  trial  of  him 
myself. 

"To please  myfather,  Imountcd  the  horse, 
and  as  soon  as  I  was  upon  his  back  I  jmt 
my  hand  upon  a  peg,  as  I  had  seen  the  In- 
dian do  before  me,  to  make  the  horse 
mount  into  the  air,  never  staying  to  take 
instructions  of  the  owner.  The  instant 
I  touched  the  peg,  the  horse  mounted  with 
me  into  the  air  as  swift  as  an  arrow  shot 
out  of  a  bow,  and  I  was  presently  at  such 
a  distance  from  the  eai'th,  that  I  coiild 
not  distinguish  any  object.  By  the  swift- 
ness of  the  motion  I  was  for  some  time  un- 
apprehensive of  the  danger  to  which  I  was 
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exposed ;  but  when  I  yrow  sensible  of  it,  I 
euilcavourerl  to  turn  the  pci;  the  contrary 
■way.  But  the  experiment  would  not  answer 
my  expectation,  and  still  the  horse  mounted 
with  me,  and  carried  me  a  greater  distance 
from  the  earth.  At  last  I  i)erceived  another 
peg,  which  I  turned,  and  then  I  grew  sen- 
sible that  the  horse  declined  towards  the 
earth,  and  presently  found  myself  so  sur- 
rounded with  darkness,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible foi"  me  to  guide  the  horse.  In  this 
condition  I  laid  the  briiUe  on  his  neck,  and 
trusted  myself  to  the  will  of  God  to  dispose 
of  my  fate. 

"  Not  long  after  the  horse  alighted,  and  I 
got  off  his  back,  and  examining  whereabouts 
I  might  be,  perceived  myself  on  the  terrace 
of  this  palace,  and  found  the  door  of  the 
staircase  half  open.  I  came  softly  down  the 
stairs,  and  seeing  a  door  open  by  a  small 
light,  put  my  head  into  the  room,  and  saw 
some  eunuchs  asleep,  and  a  great  light  in 
another  room.  The  necessity  I  was  under, 
notwithstanding  the  inevitable  danger  I  was 
threatened  with,  if  the  eunuchs  had  waked, 
inspired  me  with  the  boldness,  or  rather 
rashness,  to  cross  that  room  to  get  to  the 
other. 

"It  is  needless,  princess,"  added  the 
j)rince,  "  to  tell  you  the  rest,  since  you  are 
not  unacquainted  with  all  that  passed  after- 
wards. But  I  am  obliged  in  duty  to  thank 
you  for  your  goodness  and  generosity,  and 
to  beg  of  you  to  let  me  know  how  I  may 
shew  my  gratitude.  According  to  the  law 
of  nations,  I  am  already  yoiu-  slave,  and 
canii  )t  make  yon  an  offer  of  my  person  ; 
there  only  remains  my  heart  :  but,  alas  ! 
princess,  what  do  I  say  ?  My  heart  is  no 
longer  my  owai,  your  charms  have  forced  it 
from  me  ;  but  in  the  same  manner,  as  I  will 
never  ask  for  it  again,  I  yield  it  up  :  give 
me  leave,  therefore,  to  declare  you  mistress 
both  of  my  heart  and  inclination. " 

These  last  words  of  tlie  prince  Firouz 
Schah  were  pronounced  with  such  an  air  and 
tone,  that  the  princess  of  Bengal  never 
doubted  a  moment  of  the  etlect  slie  expected 
irom  her  charms  ;  neither  did  she  seem  to 
resent  the  precipitate  declaration  of  the 
prince  of  Persia.  Her  blushes  served  but  to 
heighten  her  beauty,  and  render  her  more 
amiable  in  the  eyes  of  the  prince. 

As  soon  as  she  had  recovered  herself,  she 
replied,  "  Prince,  you  have  given  me  a  sen- 
sible pleasure,  by  telling  me  those  surprising 
wonderful  things.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
I  can  hardly  forbear  shiiddering,  when  I 
think  on  the  height  you  was  in  the  air ;  and 
though  1  have  the  good  fortune  to  see  you 
here  safe  and  well,  I  was  in  pain  till  you 
came  to  that  part  where  the  Indian  horse 
alighted  on  my  palace  leads.  The  same 
thing  might  have  happened  in  a  thousand 
other  places,     I  am  glad  that  chance  has 
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given  me  the  preference  to  the  whole  world, 
and  the  opportunity  of  letting  you  know 
that  it  could  not  have  conducted  you  to  any 
place  where  you  could  have  been  received 
more  agreeably,  and  with  greater  pleasure. 

"But,  ijrince,"  continued  she,  "I  should 
think  myself  offended,  if  I  believed  that  the 
thought  you  mentioned  of  being  my  slave 
was  serious,  and  that  it  did  not  proceed  from 
your  politeness  rather  than  from  a  sincerity 
of  sentiment ;  for,  by  the  reception  I  gave 
you  yesterday,  you  might  assure  yourself, 
you  are  here  as  much  at  liberty  as  in  the 
midst  of  the  court  of  Persia. 

"As  to  yoiu' heart,"  added  the  princess  of 
Bengal,  in  a  tone  which  shewed  nothing  less 
than  a  refusal,  "as  I  am  persuaded  that  you 
have  not  lived  so  long  without  disposing  of 
it,  and  that  you  could  not  fail  of  making 
choice  of  a  jn-incess  who  deserves  it,  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  give  you  an  occasion  to  be 
guilty  of  infidelity  to  her. " 

Prince  Firouz  Schah  would  have  protested, 
that  when  he  left  Persia,  he  was  master  of 
his  own  heart ;  but,  at  that  instant,  one  of 
the  princess's  ladies  in  waiting  came  to  tell 
her  that  dinner  was  served  up. 

This  interruiDtion  delivered  the  prince  and 
princess  from  an  explanation  which  would 
have  been  equally  embarrassing  to  both  of 
them,  and  of  which  they  stood  not  in  need. 
The  princess  of  Bengal  was  fully  convinced 
of  the  ijrince  of  Persia's  sincerity  ;  and  the 
prince,  though  the  princess  had  not  explained 
herself,  judged,  nevei-theless,  by  some  words 
she  let  fall,  and  the  favourable  mamier  she 
heard  him,  that  he  had  no  reason  to  com- 
plain. 

As  the  lady  held  the  door  open,  the  prin- 
cess of  Bengal  said  to  the  jirince  of  Persia, 
rising  off  her  seat,  as  he  did  also  from  his, 
"  I  am  not  used  to  dine  so  early  :  but  as  I 
fancied  you  might  have  had  but  an  indiffer- 
ent sujiijer  last  night,  I  ordered  dinner  to  be 
got  ready  sooner  than  ordinary."  After 
this  compliment,  she  led  him  into  a  magnifi- 
cent hall,  where  a  table  was  laid,  and  set  off 
with  great  plenty  of  choice  and  excellent 
viands  ;  and  as  soon  as  they  were  sat  down, 
a  great  many  beautiful  slaves  of  the  princess, 
richly  dressed,  began  a  most  agreeable  con- 
cert of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  which 
lasted  the  whole  time  of  dinner. 

This  concert  was  so  sweet  and  well  man- 
aged, that  it  did  not  in  the  least  interrupt 
the  prince  and  jirmcess's  conversation.  All 
dinner-time  their  sole  concern  was  to  help 
and  invite  each  other  to  eat  :  the  prince,  for 
his  part,  served  the  princess  with  the  choicest 
of  everything,  and  strove  to  outdo  her  in 
civility,  both  by  words  and  actions,  which 
she  returned  again,  with  a  great  many  new 
compliments  :  and  in  this  reciprocal  com- 
merce of  mutual  civilities  and  attentions, 
love  made  a  greater  progress  iu  both,  than 
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a  concerted  interview  would  have  pro- 
moted. 

When  they  rose  from  the  table,  the  ]iriu- 
cess  carried  the  prince  into  a  large  and  mag- 
nificent closet,  finely  embellished  with  paint- 
ings in  blue  and  gold,  of  a  just  symmetry, 
and  ricldy  furnished;  there  they  both  sat 
down  upon  a  sofa  which  afforded  a  most 
agreeable  prospect  into  the  palace  garden, 
which  prince  Firouz  Schah  admired  for  the 
vast  variety  of  flowers,  shrubs,  and  trees, 
which  were  full  as  beautiful  as  those  of 
Persia,  but  quite  different.  Here  taking  the 
opportunity  of  entering  into  a  conversation 
with  the  princess,  he  said,  "I  always  be- 
lieved, madam,  that  no  part  of  the  world  but 
Persia  afforded  such  stately  palaces  and 
beautiful  gardens  ;  but  now  I  see  that  other 
great  monarchs  know  as  well  how  to  build 
mansions  suitable  to  their  power  and  great- 
ness ;  and  if  there  is  a  difference  in  the 
manner  of  building,  there  is  none  in  the 
grandeur  and  magniticence." 

"Prince,"  replied  the  princess  of  Bengal, 
"  as  I  have  no  idea  of  the  palaces  of  Persia, 
I  cannot  judge  of  the  comparison  you  have 
made  of  mine,  to  tell  you  my  opinion  of  it. 
But  liowever  sincere  you  seem  to  be,  I  can 
hardly  think  it  just  ;  but  rather  incline  to 
believe  it  a  comjiliment  :  I  will  not  despise 
my  palace  before  you  ;  you  have  too  good 
an  eye,  too  good  a  taste,  not  to  form  a  sound 
judgment.  But  I  assure  you  I  think  it  very 
indifferent,  when  T  compare  it  with  the  king 
my  father's,  which  far  exceeds  it  f»»r  gran- 
deur, beauty,  and  richness  ;  you  shall  tell 
me  yourself  what  yoii  think  of  it,  when  you 
have  seen  it  ;  as  cliance  has  brought  you 
so  nigh  to  the  capital  of  this  kingdom,  I 
do  not  doubt  you  wish  to  see  it,  and  make 
my  father  a  visit,  that  he  may  pay  you  all 
the  honour  due  to  a  prince  of  your  rank 
and  merit." 

The  princess  flattered  herself,  that  by  ex- 
citing in  the  prince  of  Persia  a  curiosity  to 
see  the  xialace  of  Bengal,  and  to  visit  her 
father  in  it,  the  king,  seeing  him  so  hand- 
some, wise,  and  accomplished  a  prince, 
might  jierhaps  resolve  to  propose  an  aUiauce 
with  him,  by  offering  her  to  him  as  a  wife. 
And  as  she  was  well  persuaded  she  was  not 
indifferent  to  the  prince,  and  that  he  would 
be  pleased  with  the  proposal,  she  hoped  to 
attain  to  the  utmost  of  her  wishes,  and  jire- 
serve  all  the  decorum  becoming  a  princess, 
who  woidd  appear  resigned  to  the  wall  of  her 
king  and  father ;  but  the  prince  of  Persia  did 
not  return  her  an  answer  according  to  her 
expectation. 

"Princess,"  replied  the  prince,  "the  pre- 
ference which  you  give  to  the  king  of 
Bengal's  palace  to  your  own,  is  enough  for 
me  to  believe  it  much  exceeds  it :  but  as  to 
the  proposal  of  my  going  and  paying  my 
respects  to  the  king  your  father,  I  should 


not  only  do  myself  a  pleasure,  but  an  honour. 
But  judge,  princess,  yourself,  would  you 
ad\nse  me  to  present  myself  before  so  great 
a  monarch,  like  an  adventurer,  without 
attendants,  and  a  train  agreeable  to  my 
rank?" 

"Prince,"  replied  the  princess,  "let  not 
that  give  you  any  paui ;  if  you  will  but  go, 
you  shall  want  no  money  to  have  what  train 
and  attendants  j^ou  please  :  I  will  furnish 
you;  and  we  have  traders  hei-e  of  all  na- 
tions in  great  numbers,  and  you  may  make 
what  choice  you  please,  to  form  your  house- 
hold." 

Prince  Pirouz  Schah  penetrated  into  the 
princess  of  Bengal's  intention,  and  this  sen- 
sible mark  she  gave  him  of  her  love,  still 
augmented  his  passion,  Avhich,  notwith- 
standing its  A^iolence,  made  him  not  forget 
his  duty.  But  without  any  hesitation  he 
replied,  "Princess,  I  should  most  willingly 
accept  of  the  obliging  offer  you  make  me, 
for  which  I  cannot  enough  shew  my  gr.ati- 
tude,  if  the  uneasiness  my  father  must  feel 
on  account  of  my  absence  did  not  prevent 
me.  I  should  be  imworthy  of  the  goodness 
and  tenderness  he  has  always  liad  for  me, 
if  I  shoidd  not  return  as  soon  as  possible  to 
calm  his  fears.  I  know  him  so  well,  that 
while  I  liave  the  happiness  of  enjoying  the 
conversation  of  so  lovely  a  princess,  I  am 
persuaded  that  he  is  plunged  into  the 
deepest  grief,  and  has  lost  all  hopes  of  see- 
ing me  again.  I  hope  you  wiU  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe,  that  I  cannot,  without 
ingratitude,  and  being  guilty  of  a  crime, 
dispense  with  going  to  restore  to  him  that 
life,  which  a  too  long  deferred  return  may 
have  endangered. 

"After  this,  i^rincess,"  continued  the 
prince  of  Persia,  "if  you  will  permit  me, 
and  think  me  worthy  to  aspire  to  the  happi- 
ness of  becoming  yoiir  husband,  as  the  king 
my  father  has  alwaj^s  declared  that  he  never 
would  constrain  me  in  my  choice,  I  should 
find  it  no  difficult  matter  to  get  leave  to  re- 
tui-n,  not  as  a  stranger,  but  as  a  prince,  to 
contract  an  alliance  with  him  by  our  mar- 
riage ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  lie  will  be 
overjoyed  when  I  tell  him  with  what  gene- 
rosity you  received  me,  though  a  stranger  in 
distress." 

The  princess  of  Bengal  was  too  reasonable, 
after  what  the  prince  of  Persia  had  said,  to 
insist  any  longer  in  jiersuading  him  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  king  of  Bengal,  or  to  ask  any- 
thing contrary  to  his  duty  and  honoiu-.  But 
she  was  very  much  alarmed  to  find  that  he 
thought  of  so  sudden  a  departure ;  fearing 
that  if  he  took  his  leave  of  her  so  soon,  in- 
stead of  remembering  his  promise,  he  woidd 
forget  lier  when  he  ceased  to  see  her.  To 
divert  him  from  it,  she  said  to  him,  "Prince, 
my  intention  of  proposing  a  visit  to  my  fa- 
ther was  not  to  oppose  so  just  an  excu.se  as 
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that  you  give  me,  ami  Avliicli  I  did  not  fore- 
see. I  should  have  rendered  myself  an  ac- 
complice of  the  crime,  had  T  thought  of  it, 
but  I  cannot  approve  of  your  thinking  to  go 
so  soon  as  yon  propose ;  at  least,  grant  mo 
the  favour  I  ask,  of  a  little  longer  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  since  I  have  had  the  happiness  to 
have  you  alight  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal, 
rather  than  in  the  midst  of  a  desert,  or  on 
the  top  of  some  steep  craggy  rock,  from 
which  it  woidd  have  been  impossible  for 
you  to  descend,  I  desire  you  will  stay  long 
enough  to  enable  yoii  to  give  a  better  account 
at  the  court  of  Persia  of  what  you  have  seen 
here. " 

The  sole  end  the  princess  of  Bengal  had  in 
this  discoiu'se  was,  that  the  prince  of  Persia, 
by  a  longer  stay,  might  become  insensibly 
more  passionately  enamom-ed  of  her  charms, 
boiling  thereby  that  his  ardent  desire  of  re- 
turning woidd  diminish,  and  then  he  might 
be  brought  to  ajipear  in  pubHc,  and  pay  a 
visit  to  the  king  of  Bengal.  The  prince  of 
Persia  could  not  well  refuse  her  the  favour 
she  asked,  after  the  kind  reception  she  had 
given  him;  but  was  so  complaisant  as  to 
comply  with  her  request ;  and  the  princess's 
thoughts  were  only  how  to  render  his  stay 
agreeable  by  all  the  diversions  she  could 
imagine. 

Nothing  went  forward  for  several  days 
but  festivals  and  balls,  and  concerts  of  miisic, 
accompanied  with  magnificent  feasts,  and 
collations,  walks  in  the  gardens,  or  himting- 
parties  in  the  palace  park,  which  abounded 
with  all  sorts  of  game,  stags,  hinds,  and  fal- 
low-deer, and  other  beasts  jieculiar  to  the 
kingdom  of  Bengal,  which  the  princess  conld 
pursue  without  danger.  After  the  chase, 
the  ijrince  and  princess  met  in  some  beauti- 
ful sjiot  in  the  park,  where  a  carpet  was 
spread,  and  cushions  laid  for  their  accommo- 
dation. There  resting  themselves,  after  their 
violent  exercise,  and  recovering  themselves, 
they  conversed  on  various  subjects.  The 
princess  took  great  pains  to  tui-u  the  conver- 
sation on  the  grandeur,  power,  riches,  and 
government  of  Persia ;  that  from  jirince 
Firouz  Schah's  discourse  she  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  talkf  of  the  kingdom  of  Ben- 
gal, and  its  advantages,  and  engage  him  to 
resolve  to  make  a  longer  stay  there  ;  but  she 
was  disappointed  in  her  expectations. 

In  short,  the  prince  of  Persia,  without  the 
least  exaggerations,  gave  so  advantageous 
an  account  of  the  extent  of  the  kingdom  of 
Persia,  its  magnificence  and  riches,  its  mili- 
tary force,  its  commerce  by  sea  and  land 
with  the  remote  parts  of  the  world,  some  of 
which  were  unknown  to  him  ;  the  vast  num- 
ber of  large  cities  it  contained,  almost  as 
populous  as  that  which  the  king  had  chosen 
for  his  residence,  where  he  had  palaces  fur- 
nished ready  to  receive  him  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,  so  that  he  had  his  choice  always 


to  enjoy  a  pcri)etual  spring  ;  that  ]jef(]ru  ho 
had  done,  the  princess  found  the  kingdom 
of  Bengal  to  be  very  much  inferior  to  that 
of  Persia,  in  a  great  many  instances.  When 
he  had  finished  his  relation,  he  begged  of  her 
to  entertain  him  with  a  description  of  Bengal ; 
which,  after  a  great  deal  of  entreaty  from 
the  prince,  she  complied  with. 

The  princess  gave  prince  Firouz  Schah 
that  satisfaction ;  biit  by  lessening  a  great 
many  advantages  the  kingdom  of  Bengal 
was  well  known  to  have  over  that  of  Persia, 
she  let  him  know  the  disposition  she  felt  to 
accompany  him,  so  that  ho  believed  she 
would  consent  at  the  first  proposition  he 
should  make  ;  but  he  thought  it  woidd  not 
be  jn-oper  to  make  it  tUl  he  had  shewed  her 
so  much  complaisance  as  to  stay  with  her 
long  enoiigh  to  make  the  blame  fall  on  hci-, 
in  case  she  wished  to  detain  him  longer  from 
returning  to  his  father,  as  he  was  in  duty 
bound  to  do. 

Two  whole  months  the  prince  Firouz 
Schah  abandoned  himself  entirely  to  the  will 
of  the  princess  of  Bengal,  yielding  to  aU  the 
amusements  she  contrived  for  him,  for  she 
neglected  nothing  to  divert  him,  as  if  she 
thought  he  had  nothing  else  to  do  but  to 
pass  his  whole  life  with  her  in  this  manner. 
But  after  that  time,  he  declared  seriously  he 
could  not  stay  any  longer,  and  begged  of  her 
to  give  him  leave  to  return  to  his  father, 
repeating  again  the  promise  he  had  made 
her  to  return  soon  in  a  style  worthy  of  her 
and  himself,  and  to  demand  her  in  form  in 
marriage  of  the  king  of  Bengal. 

"And,  princess,"  replied  the  prince  of 
Persia,  "  that  you  may  not  suspect  the  truth 
of  what  I  say,  and  that  by  my  asking  this 
leave,  you  may  not  rank  me  among  those 
false  lovers  who  forget  the  object  of  their 
love  as  soon  as  they  are  absent  from  them, 
but  to  shew  that  my  passion  is  real,  and  not 
feigned,  and  that  life  cannot  be  pleasant  to 
me  when  absent  from  so  lovely  a  princess, 
whose  love  to  me  I  cannot  doubt  is  mutual, 
I  would  presume,  if  I  was  not  afraid  you 
would  be  offended  at  my  request,  to  ask  the 
favour  of  taking  you  along  with  me." 

As  the  prince  Firouz  Schah  saw  that  the 
princess  blushed  at  these  last  words,  and 
that  without  any  mark  of  anger  she  hesitated 
at  the  step  she  should  take,  he  proceeded, 
and  said,  "Princess,  as  for  the  king  my 
father"  s  consent,  and  the  reception  he  will  give 
you,  I  venture  to  assure  5'^ou  he  will  receive 
you  with  pleasure  into  his  alliance ;  and  as 
for  the  king  of  Bengal,  after  all  the  love 
and  tender  regard  he  has  alwaj-s  expressed 
for  you,  he  must  be  the  reverse  of  what  you 
have  described  him,  an  enemy  to  your  re- 
pose and  happiness,  if  he  should  not  receive 
in  a  friendly  manner  the  embassy  which  my 
father  will  send  to  him  for  his  a2)probatiou 
of  our  marriage." 
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The  princess  of  Bengal  returned  no  an- 
swer to  this  discourse  of  the  prince  of 
Persia ;  but  her  silence,  and  eyes  cast  down, 
■were  sufficient  to  inform  him  that  she  had 
no  reluctance  to  accompany  him  into  Persia, 
but  consented.  The  only  difficulty  she  had 
was,  that  the  prince  knew  not  well  enough 
how  to  govern  the  horse,  and  she  was  appre- 
hensive of  being  involved  with  him  in  the 
same  difficulty  as  when  he  made  the  experi- 
ment. But  the  prince  soon  removed  her 
fear,  by  assuring  her  she  might  trixst  herself 
with  him,  for  that  after  the  experience  he 
had  had,  he  defied  the  Indian  himself  to 
manage  him  better.  She  thought,  therefore, 
oidy  of  concerting  measures  to  get  off  with 
him  so  secretly,  that  nobody  belonging  to 
the  palace  should  have  the  least  suspicion  of 
their  design. 

The  next  morning,  a  little  before  day- 
break, when  all  in  the  palace  were  asleep, 
they  went  upon  the  terrace  of  the  palace. 
The  prince  turned  the  horse  towards  Persia, 
and  placed  him  where  the  princess  could 
easily  get  up  behind  him ;  which  she  had  no 
sooner  done,  and  was  well  settled  with  her 
arms  about  his  waist,  for  her  better  security, 
but  he  turned  the  peg,  and  the  horse  mounted 
into  the  air,  and  making  his  nsual  haste, 
imder  the  guidance  of  the  prince,  in  two 
hour-s'  time  the  prince  discovered  the  capital 
of  Persia. 

He  would  not  alight  at  the  great  square 
from  whence  he  set  out,  nor  in  the  sultan's 
palace,  but  directed  his  course  towards  a 
pleasure-house  at  a  little  distance  from  the 
town.  He  led  the  princess  into  a  handsome 
apartment,  where  he  told  her,  that  to  do  her 
aU  the  honour  that  was  due  to  her,  he  would 
go  and  inform  his  father  of  their  arrival,  and 
return  to  her  immediately.  He  ordered  the 
housekeeper  of  the  palace,  who  was  then 
present,  to  provide  the  princess  with  what- 
ever she  had  occasion  for. 

After  the  prince  had  taken  his  leave  of  the 
princess,  he  ordered  a  horse  to  be  saddled, 
which  he  mounted,  after  sending  back  the 
housekeeper  to  the  princess  with  orders  to 
provide  her  breakfast  immediately,  and  then 
set  forwards  for  the  palace.  As  he  passed 
through  the  streets,  he  was  received  with 
acclamations  by  the  jieoxile,  who  were  over- 
joyed to  see  him  again.  The  sidtan  his 
father  was  givmg  audience,  when  he  a]ipeared 
before  him  in  the  midst  of  his  council,  Avho, 
as  well  as  the  sultan  and  the  whole  court, 
had  lieen  in  mourning  ever  since  he  had 
been  ab.sent.  The  sultan  received  him,  and 
embracing  him  with  tears  of  joy  and  tender- 
ness, asked  him,  "  What  was  become  of  the 
Indian's  horse?" 

This  cpiestion  gave  the  ]irince  an  oppor- 
tunity to  tell  him  the  embarrassment  and 
danger  he  was  in  when  the  horse  mounted 
into  the  air  with  liim,  and  how  he  arrived  at 


last  at  the  princess  of  Bengal's  palace,  with 
the  kind  reception  he  met  with  there  :  that 
the  motive  which  obliged  him  to  stay  so 
long  with  her,  was,  the  complaisance  she  had 
shewn  not  to  disoblige  him,  so  that  after 
promising  to  marry  her,  he  had  persuaded 
her  to  come  with  him  into  Persia.  "  But, 
sir,"  added  the  prince,  "  I  have  promised 
that  you  would  not  refuse  your  consent,  and  ' 
have  brought  her  with  me  on  the  Indian's  | 
horse,  to  a  jialace  where  your  majesty  often 
goes  for  your  pleasure  ;  and  have  left  her 
there,  till  I  could  return  and  assm-e  her  that 
my  promise  was  not  in  vain." 

After  these  words,  the  prince  prostrated 
himself  before  the  sultan  to  gain  his  con-  i 
sent,  but  his  father  raised  him  up,  embraced 
him  a  second  time,  and  said  to  him,  "  Son, 
I  not  only  consent  to  your  marriage  Avith 
the  ijrincess  of  Bengal,  but  will  go  and  meet 
her  mj'self,  and  thank  her  for  the  obligation 
I  in  particular  have  to  her,  and  will  bring 
her  to  my  palace,  and  celebrate  your  nuptials 
this  day." 

Then  the  sidtan  gave  orders  for  his  court 
to  go  out  of  mourning,  and  make  prepa-  | 
rations  for  the  princess's  entry  ;  that  the 
rejoicings  shouhl  begin  with  a  grand  con- 
cert of  military  music,  and  that  the  Indian 
.should  be  fetched  out  of  prison  and  brought 
before  him.  When  the  Indian  was  brought 
before  the  sultan,  he  said  to  him,  "I  secured 
thy  person,  tliat  thy  life,  though  not  a 
sufficient  victim  to  my  rage  and  grief,  might 
answer  for  that  of  the  pi-ince  my  son,  whom, 
thanks  to  God  !  I  have  found  again  :  go, 
take  yoiir  horse,  and  never  let  me  see  your 
face  more." 

As  the  Indian  had  learned  of  those  who 
fetched  him  out  of  prison,  that  prince  Firouz 
Schah  was  returned,  and  had  brought  a  prin- 
cess behind  him  on  his  horse,  and  was  also 
informed  of  the  place  where  he  had  alighted 
and  left  her,  and  that  the  sidtan  was  making 
preparations  to  go  and  bring  her  to  liis 
palace  ;  as  soon  as  he  got  out  of  the  sultan's 
l)resence,  he  bethought  himself  of  being 
beforehand  with  him  and  the  prince ;  and, 
without  losing  any  time,  went  directly  to  the 
palace,  and  addressing  himself  to  the  house- 
keepei-,  told  him,  he  came  from  the  sultan 
and  ijrince  of  Persia,  to  fetch  the  princess  of 
Bengal,  and  to  carry  her  behind  him  through 
the  air  to  the  sultan,  who  waited  in  the 
great  square  of  his  palace  to  gratify  the 
whole  court  and  city  of  Schii-az  with  that 
wonderful  sight. 

The  housekeeper,  who  knew  the  Indian, 
and  that  the  sultan  had  imprisoned  him, 
gave  the  more  credit  to  what  he  said,  be- 
cause he  saw  that  he  was  at  liberty.  He 
presented  him  to  the  princess  of  Bengal ;  who 
no  sooner  understood  that  he  came  from  the 
prince  of  Persia,  than  she  consented  to  what 
that  prince,  as  slio  thought,  desired  of  her. 
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The  iucliau,  overjoyed  at  his  success,  and 
the  case  with  which  he  had  accomphshed  his 
villainy,  mounted  his  horse,  took  the  prin- 
cess behind  him,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
housekeeper,  turned  the  \\q'^,  and  presently 
the  horse  mounted  into  the  air  with  him  and 
the  princess. 

At  the  same  time  the  sultan  of  Persia, 
followed  by  his  court,  was  on  the  road  from 
his  own  i^alace  to  the  palace  where  the  prin- 
cess of  Bengal  was  left,  and  the  i)rince  of 
Persia  was  advauceil  before,  to  jjrepare  the 
princess  of  Bengal  to  receive  him,  when  the 
Indian,  to  brave  them  both,  and  revenge 
himself  for  the  ill-treatment  he  had  received, 
as  he  pretended,  passed  over  their  heads 
with  his  prize. 

When  the  sultan  of  Persia  saw  the  ravisher, 
he  stopped.  His  surprise  and  allliction  were 
the  more  sensible,  because  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  make  him  repent  of  so  high  an 
afTront.  He  loaded  him  with  a  thousand 
imprecations,  as  also  did  all  the  courtiers, 
who  were  witnesses  of  so  signal  a  piece  of 
insolence  and  unparalleled  \illainy. 

The  Indian,  little  moved  with  their  curses, 
which  just  reached  his  ears,  continued  his 
way  ;  while  the  sultan,  extremely  mortified 
at  so  great  an  injury,  and  to  find  he  could 
not  punish  the  author,  returned  back  to  his 
palace. 

But  what  w^as  prince  Firouz  Schah's  grief 
to  see  the  Indian  carry  away  the  princess  of 
Bengal  whom  he  loved  so  passionately,  that 
he  could  not  live  without  her !  At  the  sight 
of  an  object  so  little  expected,  he  was  thun- 
dcrstriick,  and  before  he  could  deliberate 
with  himself  Avhether  he  should  let  fly  all 
the  reproaches  his  rage  cordd  invent  against 
the  Intlian,  or  bewail  the  deplorable  fate  of 
the  princess,  or  ask  her  pardon  for  not  taking 
better  precaution  to  preserve  her,  who  had 
trusted  herself  to  his  care  in  a  maimer  suffi- 
ciently expressive  of  her  love,  the  horse  was 
out  of  sight.  He  could  not  resolve  what  to 
do,  whether  he  should  return  to  the  sidtan's 
palace,  and  shut  himself  up  in  his  ajiartment 
to  give  himself  entirely  up  to  his  affliction, 
without  attempting  to  pursue  the  ravisher, 
to  deliver  the  princess,  and  punish  him  as 
he  deserved.  But  as  his  generosity,  love, 
and  coui-age  would  not  sufi'er  this,  he  con- 
tinued on  his  way  to  the  palace  where  he 
had  left  his  princess. 

When  he  came  there,  the  housekeeper, 
who  was  by  this  time  convinced  of  his  cre- 
didity,  and  that  he  was  deceived  by  the 
Intiian,  threw  himself  at  his  feet  Avith  tears 
in  his  eyes,  and  accused  himself  of  the 
crime,  which  he  thought  he  had  committed, 
and  condemned  himself  to  die  by  his  hand. 
"Kise  up,"  said  the  prince  to  him,  "I  do 
not  impute  the  loss  of  my  princess  to  thee, 
but  to  my  own  simplicity.  But  not  to  lose 
time,  fetch  me  a  dervis's  habit,  and  take 


care  you  do  not  give  the  least  hint  that  it  is 
for  me." 

Not  far  from  this  palace  there  stood  a 
convent  of  dervises,  the  sheik  or  superior 
of  which  was  the  ijalacc-keeper's  jDarticidar 
friend.  He  went  to  this  sheik,  and  telling 
him  that  a  considerable  officer  at  court,  and 
a  man  of  worth,  to  whom  he  had  been  very 
much  obliged,  and  wished  to  favour,  by 
giving  him  an  opportunity  to  withdraw  from 
the  sultan's  rage,  he  easily  got  a  comijlete 
dervis's  habit,  and  carried  it  to  prince 
Firouz  Schah.  The  prince  immediately 
pidled  ofi'  his  own  clothes,  and  put  it  on  ; 
and  being  so  disguised,  and  provided  with  a 
box  of  jewels,  which  he  had  brought  as  a 
i;)resent  to  the  princess,  he  left  the  palace  iu 
the  evening,  imcertain  which  way  to  go,  but 
resolved  not  to  return  till  he  had  foimd  out 
his  princess,  and  brought  her  back  agam. 

But  to  retiu-n  to  the  Indian  :  he  governed 
his  enchanted  horse  so  well  that  day,  that 
he  arrived  early  in  a  wood,  near  the  capital 
of  the  kingdom  of  Cashmere.  Being  hun- 
gry, and  concluding  the  princess  was  also, 
he  alighted  in  that  wood,  in  an  open  part  of 
it,  and  left  the  princess  on  a  grassy  spot,  by 
a  rivulet  of  clear  fresh  water. 

During  the  Indian's  absence,  the  princess 
of  Bengal,  who  knew  that  she  was  in  the 
250wer  of  a  base  ravisher,  whose  violence  she 
dreaded,  thought  of  getting  from  him,  and 
seeking  out  for  some  sanctuary.  But  as  she 
had  eaten  scarce  anything  on  her  arrival  at 
the  pleasant  palace  in  the  morning,  she  was 
so  faint  that  she  could  not  execute  her 
design,  but  was  forced  to  abandon  it,  and 
to  stay  where  she  was,  without  any  other 
resource  than  her  courage,  and  a  firm  reso- 
lution rather  to  suffer  death  than  to  be  un- 
faithful to  the  prince  of  Persia.  AVheu  the 
Indian  returned,  she  did  not  wait  to  be  asked 
twice,  but  ate  with  him,  and  recovered  her- 
self enough  to  answer  Avith  courage  to  the 
insolent  language  he  began  to  hold  to  her 
when  they  had  done.  After  a  great  many 
threats,  as  she  saw  that  the  Indian  was  pre- 
paring to  use  violence,  she  rose  up  to  make 
resistance,  and,  by  her  cries  and  shrieks, 
drew  about  them  a  company  of  horsemen, 
which  happened  to  be  the  sidtan  of  Cash- 
mere and  his  attendants,  who,  as  they  were 
retiu-ning  from  hunting,  happily  for  the 
l)rincess  of  Bengal,  passed  through  that  part 
of  the  wood,  and  ran  to  her  assistance,  at  the 
noise  she  made. 

The  siUtan  addressed  himself  to  the  Indian, 
and  asked  him  who  he  was,  and  what  he 
pretended  to  do  with  the  lady.  The  Indian, 
with  great  impudence,  replied  that  she  was 
his  wife  ;  and  what  had  any  one  to  do  with 
his  quarrel  with  her  ? 

The  princess,  who  neither  knew  the  rank 
nor  quality  of  the  person  who  came  so 
seasonably  to  her  relief,  told  the  Indian  he 
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was  a  liar;  and  said  to  the  sultan,  "Sir, 
whoever  you  are  that  heaven  has  sent  to 
my  assistance,  have  comioassion  on  a  prin- 
cess, and  give  no  cr'idit  to  that  impostor. 
Heaven  forbid  that  I  shoidd  be  the  wife 
of  so  vile  and  desjiicable  an  Indian !  a 
wicked  magician,  that  hath  taken  me 
away  from  the  prince  of  Persia,  to  whom 
I  was  going  to  be  married,  and  hath  brought 
me  hither  on  the  enchanted  horse  that  you 
see." 

The  princess  of  Bengal  had  no  occasion 
to  say  any  more  to  persuade  the  sultan  of 
Cashmere  that  what  she  told  him  was  truth. 
Her  beauty,  majestic  air,  and  tears  spoke 
sufficiently  for  her.  The  sultan  of  Cash- 
mere, justly  enraged  at  the  insolence  of  the 
Indian,  ordered  his  guards  to  surround  him 
and  cut  off  his  head ;  which  sentence  was 
immediately  executed  the  more  easilj'^,  as 
the  Indian,  just  released  from  prison,  was 
unprovided  with  any  weapon  to  defend  him- 
self. 

The  princess,  thus  delivered  from  the  per- 
secution of  the  Indian,  fell  into  another  no 
less  afflicting  to  her.  The  sultan,  after  he 
had  ordered  her  a  horse,  carried  her  -with 
him  to  his  palace,  where  he  lodged  her  in 
the  most  magnificent  apartment,  next  his 
own,  and  gave  her  a  great  number  of  women- 
slaves  to  attend  her,  and  a  guard  of  eunuchs. 
He  led  her  himself  into  the  apartment  he 
assigned  her ;  where,  without  giving  her 
time  to  thank  him  for  the  great  obligation 
she  had  to  him,  he  said  to  her,  "As  I  am 
certain,  princess,  that  j'^ou  must  want  rest, 
I  Avill  here  take  my  leave  of  you  till  to-mor- 
row, when  you  will  be  better  able  to  give 
me  aU  the  circumstances  of  this  strange  ad- 
venture ; "  and  then  left  her. 

The  princess  of  Bengal's  joy  was  inex- 
pressible to  find  she  was  so  soon  freed  from 
the  violence  of  a  man  she  could  not  look 
upon  without  horror.  She  flattered  herself 
that  the  sidtan  of  Cashmere  would  complete 
his  generosity  by  sending  her  back  to  the 
prince  of  Persia,  when  she  told  him  her 
story,  and  asked  that  favour  of  him;  but 
she  Avas  very  much  deceived  in  these  hopes, 
for  the  sultan  of  Cashmere  resolved  to  marry 
her  the  next  day ;  and  for  that  end  had 
ordered  rejoicings  to  be.  made  by  daybreak, 
by  beating  of  drums  and  soimding  of  trum- 
pets, and  other  instruments  expressive  of 
joy,  which  not  only  echoed  through  the 
palace,  but  throughout  the  city. 

The  princess  of  Bengal  was  awakened  by 
these  tumidtuous  concerts,  but  attributed 
them  to  a  very  different  cause  from  the  tnie 
one.  When  the  sultan  of  Cashmere,  who 
had  given  orders  ijiat  he  shoiUd  Ije  informed 
when  the  princess  was  ready  to  receive  a 
visit,  came  to  pay  her  one  ;  and  after  he  had 
inqxiired  after  her  health,  he  acquainted  her 
that  all  these  rejoicings  were  to  render  their 


nuptials  more  solemn,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  desired  her  to  approve  of  them.  This 
discourse  put  her  into  so  great  consternation 
that  she  fainted  away. 

The  women-slaves  who  were  present  ran 
to  her  assistance  ;  and  the  sultan  did  all  he 
could  to  bring  her  to  herself  again,  though 
it  was  a  long  time  before  they  could.  But 
when  she  recovered,  rather  than  break  the 
])romise  she  had  made  to  prince  Firouz 
Schah,  by  consenting  to  marry  the  sultan 
of  Cashmere,  who  had  proclaimed  their  nup- 
tials before  he  had  asked  her  consent,  .she 
resolved  to  feign  madness.  She  began  to 
Gay  the  most  extravagant  things  before  the 
sultan,  and  even  rose  off  her  seat  to  fly  upon 
him;  insomuch  that  the  sultan  was  very 
much  suiin-ised  and  afflicted  that  he  had 
made  such  a  proposal  so  unseasonably. 

AVhen  he  found  that  her  frenzy  rather  in- 
creased than  abated,  he  left  her  with  her 
women,  charging  them  never  to  leave  her 
alone,  l)ut  to  take  great  care  of  her.  He 
sent  often  that  day  to  know  how  she  did, 
but  received  no  other  answer  but  that  she 
was  rather  worse  than  better.  In  short,  at 
night  she  seemed  much  worse  than  she  had 
l)een  all  day,  insomuch  that  the  sultan  of 
Cashmere  was  disappointed  of  the  happiness 
he  promised  himself. 

The  ijrincess  of  Bengal  continued  to  talk 
wildly,  and  shew  other  marks  of  a  disorder- 
ed mind,  next  day  and  the  following  ones  ; 
so  that  the  sultan  was  obliged  to  send  for 
all  the  physicians  belonging  to  his  court,  to 
consult  them  about  her  disease,  and  to  ask 
them  if  they  could  cure  her. 

The  physicians  all  agreed  that  there  were 
several  sorts  and  degrees  of  this  distemper, 
some  curable  and  others  not ;  and  told  the 
sultan  that  they  could  not  j  udge  of  the  prin- 
cess of  Bengal's  unless  they  saw  her ;  iijjon 
which  the  sxiltan  ordered  the  eumichs  to  in- 
ti'oduce  them  into  the  princess's  chamber, 
one  after  another,  according  to  their  rank. 

The  princess,  who  foresaw  what  woidd 
happen,  and  feared  that,  if  she  let  the  i)hy- 
sicians  come  near  her  to  feel  her  pidse,  the 
least  experienced  of  them  woidd  soon  know 
that  she  was  in  a  good  state  of  health,  and 
that  her  madness  Mas  only  feigned,  flew  into 
such  a  rage  and  passion,  that  she  was  ready 
to  tear  out  their  eyes  who  came  near  her; 
so  none  of  them  durst  apjiroach  her. 

Some  of  them,  who  pretended  to  be  more 
skilful  than  the  rest,  and  boasted  of  judging 
of  diseases  oidy  by  sight,  oi'dered  her  some 
potions,  which  she  made  the  less  difficidty 
to  take,  weU  knowing  she  coidd  be  sick  or 
well  at  pleasure,  and  that  they  could  do  her 
no  harm. 

When  the  sultan  of  Cashmere  saw  that 
his  court  physicians  coidd  not  cure  her,  he 
called  in  the  most  noted  and  experienced  of 
the  city,  who  had  no  better  success.      Af- 
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torwards  lie  scut  foi-  the  most  famous  in  the 
kingdom,  who  met  with  no  better  reception 
than  the  others  from  the  ])rinccss,  and  what 
they  ordered  had  no  better  effect.  After- 
wards ho  despatched  expresses  to  the  courts 
of  neighbouring  j)rinccs,  with  the  princess's 
case,  to  be  distributed  among  the  most  fa- 
mous physicians,  with  a  jiromise  of  a  hand- 
some reward  to  any  of  them  who  shoukl 
come  and  cure  the  princess  of  Bengal,  be- 
sides travelling  charges. 

A  great  many  j>hysicians  came  from  all 
parts,  and  undertook  the  ciu-e ;  but  none  of 
them  could  boast  of  Ijetter  success  than  their 
fellows,  or  of  restoring  the  princess's  facul- 
ties, since  it  was  a  case  that  did  not  depend 
on  their  skill,  but  on  the  will  of  the  princess 
herself. 

During  this  interval,  prince  Firouz  Schah, 
disguised  in  the  habit  of  a  dervis,  had  tra- 
velled through  a  great  many  provinces  and 
to^v^ls,  full  of  grief  ;  and  having  endured  a 
great  dual  of  fatigue,  not  knowing  which 
way  to  direct  his  course,  or  if  he  did  not 
take  the  very  opposite  road  from  what  he 
ought,  to  heai-  the  tidings  he  sought.  He 
made  diligent  inquiry  after  her  at  every 
place  he  came  to,  till  at  last,  passing 
through  a  great  town  in  India,  he  heard 
tlie  peo2)le  talk  very  miich  of  a  princess  of 
Bengal,  who  ran  mad  on  the  day  of  the 
celebration  of  her  nuptials  with  the  sultan 
of  Cashmere.  At  the  name  of  the  princess 
of  Bengal,  and  supposing  that  there  was  no 
other  princess  of  Bengal  than  her  upon 
whose  account  he  undertook  his  travels,  he 
set  forwards  for  the  kingdom  of  Cashmere, 
on  this  common  report ;  and  on  his  arrival 
at  the  capital  city,  he  went  and  lodged  at  a 
khan,  where  the  same  day  he  was  told  the 
story  of  the  princess  of  Bengal,  and  the  un- 
hapiiy  fate  of  the  Indian,  which  he  richly 
deserved.  By  all  the  circimastances,  the 
prince  knew  he  could  not  be  deceived,  but 
that  she  was  the  same  princess  he  had  sought 
so  long  after. 

The  prince  of  Persia,  being  informed  of 
all  these  particulars,  provided  himself  against 
the  next  day  with  a  physician's  habit,  and, 
having  let  his  beard  grow  during  his  travels, 
he  passed  for  a  physician  ;  and,  through  the 
greatness  of  his  impatience  to  see  the  prin- 
cess, went  to  the  sultan's  jjalacc,  Avhere, 
presenting  himself  to  the  chief  of  the  officers, 
he  told  him  that  perhaps  it  might  be  looked 
upon  as  a  very  bold  undertaking  in  him  to 
otfer  himself  as  a  physician  to  attempt  the 
cure  of  the  princess  after  so  many  had  failed ; 
but  that  he  hoped  some  specifics,  which  he 
had  had  great  experience  of,  and  success 
from,  woidd  effect  the  cure.  The  chief  of 
the  officers  told  him  he  was  very  welcome, 
that  the  sidtan  would  receive  him  with 
pleasure,  and  that  if  he  shoidd  have  the 
good  fortune  to  restore  the  princess  to  her 


former  health,  he  might  expect  a  consider- 
able re\\ard  from  the  sultan  his  master's 
liberality:  "Stay  a  moment,"  added  he, 
"  I  will  come  to  you  again  presently." 

It  had  been  a  long  time  since  any  physi- 
cian had  ofi"ered  himself ;  and  the  saltan  of 
Cashmere  with  great  grief  had  begun  to 
lose  all  ho])e  of  ever  seeing  the  princess  of 
Bengal  restored  to  her  former  health,  that  he 
might  marry  her,  and  shew  how  much  he 
loved  her.  He  ordered  the  officer  to  introduce 
to  him  the  physician  he  had  announced. 

The  prince  of  Persia  was  presented  to  the 
sultan  of  Cashmere  in  the  habit  and  dis- 
guise of  a  physician ;  and  the  sidtan,  with- 
out wasting  time  in  su2)erlluous  discourse, 
after  having  told  him  the  princess  of  Bengal 
could  not  bear  the  sight  of  a  physician  with- 
out falling  into  the  most  violent  transports, 
which  increased  her  distemper,  carried  him 
into  a  closet,  from  whence,  through  a  win- 
dow, he  might  see  her  without  being  seen. 

There  prince  Firouz  Schah  saw  kis  lovely 
princess  sit  carelessly  singing  a  song  with 
tears  in  her  eyes,  in  which  she  deplored  her 
unhapi^y  fate,  which  deprived  her,  jjerhaps 
for  ever,  of  the  object  she  loved  so  tenderly. 

The  prince  was  so  sensibly  affected  at  the 
melancholy  condition  he  found  his  dear 
princess  in,  that  he  wanted  no  other  signs 
to  comprehend  that  her  distemper  was 
feigned,  and  that  it  was  for  love  of  him  that 
she  was  under  so  grievous  a  constraint. 
When  he  came  out  of  the  closet,  he  told  the 
sultan  that  he  had  discovered  the  nature  of 
the  princess's  distemper,  and  that  she  was 
not  incurable  ;  but  added  withal,  that  he 
must  speak  with  her  in  private,  and  by 
himself ;  and,  notwithstanding  her  violent 
fits  at  the  sight  of  physicians,  he  hoped  she 
woidd  hear  and  receive  him  favourably. 

The  sidtan  ordered  the  princess's  chamber 
door  to  be  opened,  and  prince  Firouz  Schah 
went  in.  As  soon  as  the  princess  saw  him, 
(taking  him  by  his  habit  to  be  a  physician,) 
she  rose  iip  in  a  rage,  threatening  him,  and 
giving  him  the  most  abusive  language.  He 
made  directly  towards  her;  and  when  he 
was  nigh  enough  for  her  to  hear  him,  for  he 
did  not  wish  to  be  heard  by  any  one  else, 
he  said  to  her,  in  a  low  voice,  and  in  a  most 
respectful  manner,  to  make  her  believe  him, 
"Princess,  I  am  not  a  physician,  but  the 
prince  of  Persia,  and  am  come  to  procure 
yoir  yoiir  liberty." 

The  princess,  who  presently  knew  the 
sound  of  the  voice,  and  the  upper  features 
of  his  face,  notwithstanding  he  had  let  his 
beard  grow  so  long,  grew  calm  at  once,  and 
a  secret  joy  and  pleasure  overspread  her 
face,  the  efl'ect  of  seeing  the  person  she  so 
much  desired  so  unexpectedly.  Her  agTee- 
able  surprise  dejirived  her  for  some  time  of 
the  use  of  her  speech,  and  gave  prince 
Firouz  Schah  time  to  tell  her  as  briefiy  aa 
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possiljle  bow  despair  seized  him  "wlien  lie 
saw  the  Indian  carry  her  away  ;  the  resohi- 
tion  he  took  afterwards,  to  leave  everything 
to  find  her  out  wherever  she  was,  and  never 
to  return  home  till  he  had  found  her,  and 
forced  her  out  of  the  hands  of  the  perfidious 
^^Tetch  ;  and  by  what  good  fortune  at  last, 
after  a  long  and  fatiguing  journey,  he  had 
the  satisfaction  to  find  her  in  the  palace  of 
the  sultan  of  Cashmere.  He  then  desired 
the  jjrincess  to  inform  him  of  all  that  hap- 
pened to  her  from  the  time  she  was  taken 
away  till  that  moment  when  he  had  the 
happiness  to  converse  with  her,  telling  her 
that  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
know  this,  that  ho  might  take  the  most 
proper  measures  to  deliver  her  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  siUtan  of  Cashmere. 

The  princess  of  Bengal  told  the  prince 
how  she  was  delivered  from  the  Indian's 
violence  by  the  sultan  of  Cashmere,  as  he 
Avas  returning  home  from  hiiuting  ;  but  how 
iU  she  was  treated  the  next  day,  by  a  decla- 
ration he  had  made  of  his  precipitate  design 
to  marry  her  that  very  day,  without  the 
least  ci\'il  ofiice  of  asking  her  consent ;  that 
this  violent  and  tyrannical  conduct  jiut  her 
into  a  swoon  ;  after  which  she  thought  she 
had  no  other  waj'^  than  what  she  had  taken 
to  preserve  herself  for  a  prince  to  whom  she 
had  given  her  heart  and  faith,  or  die  rather 
than  marry  the  sultan,  Avhom  she  neither 
loved  nor  ever  coidd  love. 

Then  the  pi-ince  of  Persia  asked  her  if  she 
knew  what  was  become  of  the  horse  after 
the  Indian's  death.  To  which  she  answered 
that  she  knew  not  what  orders  the  sidtan 
had  given  about  it ;  but  believed,  after  the 
accoimt  she  had  given  him  of  it,  he  would 
take  care  of  it. 

As  prince  Firouz  Schah  never  doubted 
but  that  the  sultan  had  the  horse,  he  com- 
municated to  the  princess  his  design  of 
making  use  of  it  to  carry  them  both  back 
into  Persia ;  and  after  they  had  consulted 
together  on  the  measures  they  were  to  take, 
and  that  nothing  might  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  them,  they  agreed  that  the  princess 
should  dress  herself  the  next  day,  and  re- 
ceive the  sultan  civilly  when  he  brought  him 
to  her,  but  without  si^eakiug  to  him. 

The  sultan  of  Cashmere  was  overjoyed 
when  the  prince  of  Persia  gave  him  an  ac- 
count of  what  effect  his  first  visit  had  to- 
wards the  cure  of  the  jirincess  of  Bengal. 
And  the  next  day,  when  the  princess  received 
him  after  such  a  manner  as  persuaded  him 
her  ciu-e  was  far  advanced,  he  looked  upon 
him  as  the  greatest  physician  in  the  world  ; 
and  seeing  her  in  this  state,  contented  him- 
self with  telling  her  how  rejoiced  he  was  to 
see  her  so  likely  soon  to  recover  her  health 
completely.  He  exhorted  her  to  follow  the 
directions  of  so  thoughtful  a  physician,  to 
complete  what  he  had  so  weU  begun ;  and 


then  retired,  without  waiting  for  her  an- 
swer. 

The  prince  of  Persia,  who  attended  the 
sultan  of  Cashmere  out  of  the  princess's 
chamber,  as  he  accompanied  him,  asked 
him  if,  without  failing  in  due  respect,  he 
might  inquire  how  the  princess  of  Bengal 
came  into  the  dominions  of  Caslmiere  thus 
alone,  since  her  own  country  lies  so  far  off. 
This  he  said  on  purpose  to  introduce  some 
discourse  about  the  enchanted  horse,  and  to 
know  what  was  become  of  it. 

The  sultan  of  Cashmere,  who  could  not 
penetrate  into  the  jirince  of  Persia's  motive 
for  asking  that  question,  concealed  nothing 
from  him ;  but  told  him  much  the  same 
story  as  the  princess  of  Bengal  had  done  ; 
adding,  that  he  had  ordered  the  enchanted 
horse  to  be  kept  safe  in  his  treasury  as  a 
great  curiosity,  though  he  knew  not  the  iise 
of  it. 

"  Sir,"  replied  the  pretended  physician, 
"the  information  Avhich  your  majesty  gives 
me  affords  me  a  means  of  curing  the  prin- 
cess. As  she  was  brought  hither  on  this 
horse,  and  the  horse  is  enchanted,  she  hath 
contracted  something  of  the  enchantment, 
which  can  be  dissipated  only  by  certain  in- 
cense -which  I  am  acquainted  with.  If  your 
majesty  would  be  pleased  to  entertain  your- 
self, your  court,  and  the  i^eople  of  your 
capital  with  the  most  surprising  sight  that 
ever  was  seen,  let  the  horse  be  brought  into 
the  great  square  before  the  palace,  and  leave 
the  rest  to  me.  I  promise  to  shew  you, 
and  all  that  assembly,  in  a  few  moments' 
time,  the  princess  of  Bengal  as  well  in 
body  and  mind  as  ever  she  was  in  her  life. 
But,  the  better  to  effect  what  I  propose,  it 
woidd  be  proper  that  the  princess  should  be 
dressed  as  magnificently  as  possible,  and 
adorned  with  the  best  jewels  your  majesty 
has."  The  sultan  woidd  have  undertaken 
much  more  difficult  things  to  have  arrived 
at  the  enjoyment  of  his  desires,  as  he  ex- 
pected to  do  soon. 

The  next  day  the  enchanted  horse  was, 
by  his  order,  taken  out  of  the  treasury,  and 
placed  early  iu  the  great  square  before  the 
l)alace.  A  report  was  spread  through  the 
town  that  there  was  something  exti-aor- 
diuary  to  be  seen,  and  crowds  of  jjeojile 
flocked  thither  from  al)  parts,  insomuch 
that  the  sultan's  guards  were  placed  to  pre- 
vent disorder,  and  to  keep  space  enough 
roimd  the  horse. 

The  sidtan  of  Cashmere,  surrounded  with 
all  his  nobles  and  ministers  of  state,  was 
placed  on  a  scaffold  erected  on  i)ur2)ose. 
The  princess  of  Bengal,  attended  by  a  vast 
nmuber  of  ladies  which  the  sidtan  had  as- 
signed her,  went  up  to  the  enchanted  horse, 
and  the  women  helped  her  to  get  upon  its 
Ijack.  When  she  was  fixed  in  the  saddle, 
and  had  the  bridle  in  her  hand,   the  pre- 
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tcudcd  physician  placed  round  the  horse  a 
great  many  vessels  full  of  tire,  which  he  had 
ordered  to  be  brought,  and  going  round  it, 
he  cast  a  strong  and  grateful  perfume  into 
those  pots  ;  then,  collected  in  himself,  -with 
downcast  eyes,  and  his  hands  upon  his 
breast,  he  ran  three  times  about  the  horse, 
making  as  if  he  pronounced  certain  words. 
The  moment  the  pots  sent  forth  a  dark  cloud 
of  2)lcasant  smell,  which  so  surrounded  the 
princess,  that  neither  she  nor  the  horse  were 
to  be  discerned,  Avatching  his  opportunity, 
the  prince  jumped  nimbly  iip  behind  her, 
and,  reaching  his  hand  to  the  peg,  turned 
it;  and  just  as  the  horse  rose  with  them 
into  the  air,  he  pronounced  these  words, 
which  the  sultan  heard  distinctly  :  ' '  Sultan 
of  Cashmere,  when  you  would  marry  prin- 
cesses who  implore  your  protection,  learn 
tirst  to  obtain  their  consent." 

Thus  the  prince  of  Persia  recovered  and 
delivered  the  princess  of  Bengal,  and  carried 
her  that  same  day  to  the  capital  of  Persia, 
where  he  alighted  in  the  midst  of  the  palace, 
l)efore  the  king  his  father's  apartment,  who 
deferred  the  solemnisation  of  the  marriage 
no  longer  than  till  he  could  make  the  prepa- 
rations necessary  to  render  the  ceremony 
pompous  and  magnificent,  and  express  the 
interest  he  took  in  it. 

After  the  days  appointed  for  the  rejoicing 
were  over,  the  king  of  Persia's  first  care  was 
to  name  and  appoint  an  ambassador  to  go  to 
give  the  king  of  Bengal  an  account  of  what 
was  past,  and  to  demand  his  approbation 
and  ratification  of  the  alliance  contracted  by 
this  marriage  ;  which  the  king  of  Bengal 
took  as  an  honour,  and  granted  with  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction. 


THE  &TORY  OF  PIIINCE  AHMED,  AND  THE  FAIKY 
PARI  BANOU.* 

There  was  a  sultan  who  had  peaceably 
filled  the  throne  of  India  many  years,  and 
had  the  satisfaction,  in  his  old  age,  to  have 
three  sons,  the  worthy  imitators  of  his  vir- 
tues, who,  with  the  princess  his  niece,  were 
the  ornaments  of  his  court.  The  eldest  of 
the  princes  was  called  Houssain,  the  second 
AH,  the  youngest  Ahmed,  and  the  princess, 
his  niece,  Nouronnihar.f 

The  ])riucess  ISTouronnihar  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  younger  brother  of  the  sultan,"  to 
whom  the  sultan  in  his  lifetime  allowed  a 
considerable  revenue.  But  that  prince  had 
not  been  married  long  before  he  died,  and 
j  left  the  princess  very  young.  The  sultan, 
in  consideration  of  the  brotherly  love  and 
friendship  that  had  always  subsisted  between 
them,  besides  a  great  attachment  to  his 
lierson,  took  upon  himself  the  care  of  his 

*  Two  Persian  words,  wliich  signify  the  same,  as  tlie 
"female  fairy,"  or  "genie." 
t  Au  Arabian  word,  that  signifies  "daylight." 


daughter's  education,  and  brought  her  up 
in  his  palace  with  the  three  princes  ;  where 
her  singular  beauty  and  personal  accom- 
plishments, joined  to  a  lively  wit  and  irre- 
I)roachable  virtue,  distinguished  her  among 
all  the  princesses  of  her  time. 

The  sultan,  her  uncle,  proposed  to  marry 
hei-  when  she  arrived  at  a  proper  age,  and 
to  contract  an  alliance  with  some  neigh- 
bouring prince  by  that  means,  and  was 
thinking  seriously  on  that  affair,  when  he 
perceived  that  the  three  princes  his  sons 
loved  her  passionately.  He  was  very  much 
concerned,  but  his  grief  did  not  proceed 
from  a  consideration  that  their  passion  pre- 
vented his  forming  the  alliance  he  designed, 
but  the  difficulty  he  foresaw  to  make  them 
agree,  and  that  the  two  youngest  should 
consent  to  yield  her  up  to  their  elder  bro- 
ther. He  spoke  to  each  of  them  apart ;  and 
after  having  remonstrated  on  the  impossiln- 
lity  of  one  princess  being  the  wife  of  three 
persons,  and  the  troubles  they  would  create 
if  they  persisted  in  their  passion,  he  did  all 
he  could  to  persuade  them  to  abide  by  a 
declaration  of  the  princess  in  favour  of  one 
of  them,  or  to  desist  from  their  pretensions, 
and  to  think  of  other  matches,  which  he  left 
them  free  liberty  to  choose,  and  suff'er  her 
to  be  married  to  a  foreign  prince.  But  as 
he  found  them  obstinate,  he  sent  for  them 
all  together,  and  said  to  them,  "Children, 
since  for  your  good  and  quiet  I  have  not 
been  able  to  persuade  you  no  longer  to 
aspire  to  marry  the  princess  your  cousin, 
and  as  I  have  no  inclination  to  make  use  of 
my  authority,  to  give  her  to  one  preferable 
before  the  other  two,  I  fancy  I  have  thought 
of  a  proper  expedient  which  will  please  you 
all,  and  preserve  the  union  among  you,  if 
you  will  but  hear  me,  and  follow  my  advice, 
I  think  it  would  not  be  amiss  if  every  one 
travelled  separately  into  different  countries, 
so  that  you  might  not  meet  each  other  ;  and 
as  you  know  I  am  very  curious,  and  delight 
in  everything  that  is  rare  and  singular,  I 
promise  my  niece  in  marriage  to  him  that 
shall  bring  me  the  most  extraordinary  rarity; 
so  that  as  chance  may  lead  you  to  form  your 
own  judgment  of  the  singularity  of  the  things 
which  you  bring,  by  the  comparison  you 
make  of  them,  you  will  have  no  difficulty 
to  do  yourselves  justice  by  yielding  the  pre- 
ference to  him  who  has  deserved  it ;  and  for 
the  expense  of  travelling,  I  will  give  each  of 
you  a  sum  agreeable  to  your  birth  and  the 
purchase  of  the  rarity  you  shall  go  in  search 
after;  which  shall  not  be  laid  out  in  an 
equipage  and  attendants,  which,  by  discover- 
ing who  you  are,  would  not  only  deprive 
you  of  the  liberty  to  acquit  yourselves  of  the 
in(|uiry  you  go  about,  but  prevent  your  ob- 
serving  those  things  which  merit  your  atten- 
tion, and  may  be  most  useful  to  you." 

As  the  three  imnces  were  always  submia. 
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sive  and  obedient  to  the  sidtau's  will,  and 
each  flattered  himself  fortune  might  prove 
favourable  to  him,  and  give  him  the  XJosscs- 
sion  of  the  jirincess  Nouronnihar,  they  all 
consented  to  it.  The  sultan  gave  them  the 
money  he  promised  them ;  and  that  very 
day  they  issued  orders  for  the  preparations 
for  their  travels,  and  took  leave  of  the  sul- 
tan, that  they  might  be  ready  to  set  out 
early  next  morning.  They  all  went  out  at 
the  same  gate  of  the  city,  each  dressed  like 
a  merchant,  attended  by  a  trusty  officer, 
dressed  like  a  slave,  and  all  well  mounted 
and  equipped.  They  went  the  first  day's 
journey  together,  and  slept  at  the  first  inn, 
where  the  road  divided  into  three  different 
tracks.  At  night  when  they  were  at  supper 
together,  they  all  agreed  to  travel  for  a  year, 
and  to  make  that  inn  their  rendezvous ;  and 
that  the  first  that  came  should  wait  for  the 
rest ;  that  as  they  had  all  three  taken  leave 
together  of  the  sultan,  they  might  all  return 
together.  The  next  morning  by  break  of 
day,  after  they  had  embraced  and  wished 
each  other  reciprocally  good  success,  they 
mounted  their  horses,  and  took  each  a  differ- 
ent road. 

Prince  Houssain,  the  eldest  brother,  who 
had  heard  wonders  of  the  extent,  strength, 
riches,  and  splendour  of  the  kingdom  of 
Bisnagar,  bent  his  course  towards  the  Indian 
coast ;  and,  after  three  months'  travelling, 
joining  himself  to  different  caravans,  some- 
times over  deserts  and  barren  mountains, 
and  sometimes  through  populous  and  fertile 
countries,  arrived  at  Bisnagar,  the  capital 
of  the  kingdom  of  that  name,  and  the  resi- 
dence of  its  king.  He  lodged  at  a  khan 
appointed  for  foreign  merchants,  and  having 
learnt  that  there  were  four  principal  divi- 
sions where  merchants  of  all  sorts  kept  their 
shojis,  in  the  midst  of  which  stood  the  castle, 
or  rather  the  king's  jialace,  on  a  large  extent 
of  ground,  as  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  sur- 
rounded with  three  coui'ts,  and  each  gate 
distant  two  leagues  from  the  other,  he  went 
to  one  of  these  quarters  the  next  day. 

Prince  Houssain  could  not  view  this  quar- 
ter ^vithout  admiration.  .  It  was  large,  and 
divided  into  several  streets,  all  vaulted  and 
shaded  from  the  sun,  and  yet  very  light. 
The  shops  were  all  of  the  same  size  and  pro- 
portion ;  and  all  that  dealt  in  the  same  sort 
of  goods,  as  well  as  all  the  artists,  lived  in 
one  street. 

The  multitude  of  shops  stocked  with  all 
kinds  of  merchandise,  such  as  the  finest 
linens  from  several  parts  of  India,  some 
i  painted  in  the  most  lively  colours,  and 
representing  men,  landscapes,  trees,  and 
flowers ;  silks  and  brocades  from  Persia, 
China,  and  other  places;  porcelain  from 
Japan  and  China,  foot  carpets  of  all  sizes ; 
surprised  him  so  much,  that  he  knew  not 
how  to  believe  hia  own  eyes ;  but  when  he 


came  to  the  shops  of  the  goldsmiths  and 
jewellers  (for  those  two  trades  were  exer- 
cised by  the  same  merchants,)  he  was  in  a 
kind  of  ecstacy,  to  behold  such  prodigious 
quantities  of  wrought  gold  and  silver,  and 
was  dazzled  by  the  lustre  of  the  pearls,  dia- 
monds, rubies,  emeralds,  and  other  precious 
stones  exposed  to  sale.  But  if  he  was 
amazed  at  seeing  so  many  riches  in  one 
place,  he  was  much  more  surprised  when  he 
came  to  judge  of  the  wealth  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  by  considering,  that  except  the 
brahmins,  and  ministers  of  the  idols,  who 
profess  a  life  retired  from  worldly  vanity, 
there  was  not  an  Indian  man  or  woman, 
through  the  extent  of  that  kingdom,  but 
wore  necklaces,  bracelets,  and  ornaments 
about  their  legs  and  feet,  made  of  pearls, 
and  other  precious  stones,  which  apj^eared 
with  the  greater  lustre,  as  they  were  blacks, 
which  colour  admirably  set  off  their  brilliancy. 
Another  thing  prince  Houssain  particu- 
larly admired,  was  the  great  number  of  rose- 
sellers,  who  crowded  the  streets ;  for  the 
Indians  are  so  great  lovers  of  that  flower, 
that  not  one  will  stir  without  a  nosegay  of 
them  in  his  hand,  or  a  garland  of  them  on 
his  head  ;  and  the  merchants  keep  them  in 
pots  in  the  shops,  so  that  the  air  of  the 
whole  quarter,  however  large,  is  perfectly 
perfumed. 

After  prince  Houssain  had  run  through 
that  quarter,  street  by  street,  his  thoughts 
fully  employed  on  the  riches  he  had  seen, 
he  was  very  much  tired ;  which  a  merchant 
perceiving,  civilly  invited  him  to  sit  down  in 
his  shop.  He  accepted  his  ofl'er ;  but  had 
not  been  seated  long  before  he  saw  a  crier 
pass  by  with  a  piece  of  carpet  on  his  arm, 
about  six  feet  square,  and  cry  it  at  thirty 
purses.  The  prince  called  to  the  crier,  and 
asked  to  see  the  carpeting,  which  seemed  to 
him  to  be  valued  at  an  exorbitant  price,  not 
only  for  the  size  of  it,  but  the  meanness  of 
the  stuff.  When  he  had  examined  it  well, 
he  told  the  crier,  that  he  could  not  compre- 
hend how  so  small  a  piece  of  carpeting,  and 
of  so  indifferent  an  appearance,  could  be  set 
at  so  high  a  price. 

The  crier,  who  took  him  for  a  merchant, 
replied,  "  Sir,  if  this  price  seems  so  extrava- 
gant to  you,  your  amazement  will  be  greater 
when  I  tell  you  I  have  orders  to  raise  it  to 
forty  purses,  and  not  to  part  -with  it  under." 
"  Certainly,"  answered  jwince  Houssain,  "  it 
must  have  something  very  extraordinary  in 
it,  which  I  know  nothing  of."  "You  have 
guessed  it,  sir,"  rejilied  the  crier,  "and  will 
own  it  when  you  come  to  know,  that  who- 
ever sits  on  this  2)iece  of  carpeting  may  be 
transported  in  an  instant  wherever  he  desires 
to  be,  without  being  stopped  by  any  ob- 
stacle."* 


*  I'hiB  circumstance  has  been  albo  brought  iuto  Eu- 
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At  this  discourse  of  the  ci-icr,  the  prince 
of  the  Indies,  considering  that  the  principal 
motive  of  his  travel  was  to  carry  the  sultan 
his  father  honae  some  siugular  raritj^,  thought 
tliat  he  could  not  meet  with  any  which  would 
give  him  more  satisfaction.  "  If  the  carpet- 
ing," said  he  to  the  crier,  "has  the  virtue 
you  assign  it,  I  shall  not  think  forty  purses 
too  much  ;  but  shall  make  you  a  present 
besides."  "  Sir,"  replied  the  crier,  "  I  have 
told  you  the  truth ;  and  it  will  be  an  easy 
matter  to  convince  you  of  it,  as  soon  as  you 
have  made  the  bargain  for  forty  purses,  on 
condition  I  shew  you  the  experiment.  But 
as  I  suppose  you  have  not  so  much  with  you, 
and  to  receive  them  I  must  go  with  you  to 
the  khan  Avhere  you  lodge,  with  the  leave 
of  the  master  of  the  shop,  we  will  go  into 
the  back  shop,  and  I  will  si)read  the  carpet- 
ing ;  and  when  we  have  both  sat  down,  and 
you  have  formed  the  wish  to  be  transported 
into  your  apartment  at  the  khan,  if  we  are 
not  transported  thither  it  shall  be  no  bar- 
gain, and  you  shall  be  at  your  liberty.  As 
to  your  present,  as  I  am  paid  for  my  trouble 
by  the  seller,  I  shall  receive  it  as  a  favour, 
and  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  it." 

On  the  credit  of  the  crier  the  prince  ac- 
cepted the  conditions,  and  concluded  the 
bargain ;  and  having  obtained  the  master's 
leave,  they  went  into  his  back  shop  :  they 
both  sat  down  on  the  carpeting  ;  and  as 
soon  as  the  prince  formed  his  wish  to  be 
trausj)orted  into  his  apartment  at  the  khan, 
he  presently  foimd  himself  and  the  crier 
there  in  the  same  situation ;  and  as  he 
wanted  not  a  more  sufficient  proof  of  the 
virtue  of  the  carpeting,  he  counted  to  the 
crier  forty  purses  of  gold,  and  gave  him 
twenty  pieces  for  himself. 

In  this  manner  prince  Houssain  became 
the  possessor  of  the  carpeting,  and  was 
overjoyed  that  at  his  arrival  at  Bisnagar  he 
had  found  so  rare  a  piece,  which  he  never 


rope,  .ind  copied  by  the  Normans.  Duke  Richard,  sur- 
named  "Richard  sans  peur,"  walliing  one  evening  in 
thi-'  forest  of  Moulineaux,  near  one  of  his  castles,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Seine,  with  his  courtiers,  hearing  a  prodi- 
gious noise  coming  towards  him,  sent  one  of  his  esquires 
to  know  what  was  the  matter,  who  brought  him  word 
that  it  was  a  company  of  people  under  a  leader  or  king. 
Ricliard,  with  five  hundred  of  his  bravest  Normans, 
went  out  to  see  a  sigiit  which  the  peasants  were  so 
accustomed  to  that  they  viewed  it  two  or  three  times  a 
week  without  fear.  The  sight  of  the  troop,  preceded 
by  two  men,  who  spread  a  clotli  on  tlie  ground,  made 
all  the  Normans  run  away,  and  leave  the  duke  alone. 
He  saw  the  strangers  form  themselves  into  a  circle  on 
the  cloth,  and  on  asking  who  they  were,  was  told  they 
were  the  spirits  of  Charles  T.,  king  of  France,  and  his 
servants,  con<Iemncd  to  expiate  their  sins  by  fighting 
all  night  against  the  wicked  and  the  damned.  Richard 
desired  to  be  of  their  party,  and  receiving  a  strict 
charge  not  to  quit  the  cloth,  was  conveyed  with  them 
to  Slount  Sinai,  where,  leaving  them  without  quitting 
the  cloth,  he  said  his  prayers  in  the  church  of  St  Cathe- 
rine's Abbey  there,  while  they  were  fighting,  and  re- 
turned with  them.  In  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  story, 
he  brought  back  half  tlie  wedding-ring  of  a  knight  in 
that  convent,  whose  wife,  after  si.x  years,  concluded 
bim  dead,  and  waa  going  to  take  a  second  husband. 


doubted  would  gain  the  possession  of  Nou- 
ronnihar.  In  short,  he  looked  upon  it  as  an 
impossible  thing  for  the  princes,  his  younger 
brothers,  to  meet  with  anything  to  be  com- 
jjarcd  with  it.  It  was  in  his  power,  by 
sitting  on  this  carpeting,  to  be  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  that  very  day  ;  but  as  he  was 
obliged  to  stay  there  for  his  brothers,  as  they 
had  agreed,  and  as  he  was  curious  to  see  the 
king  of  Bisnagar  and  his  court,  and  to  in- 
form himself  of  the  strength,  laws,  customs, 
and  religion  of  the  kingdom,  he  chose  to 
make  a  longer  abode  there,  and  to  spend 
some  months  in  satisfying  his  curiosity. 

It  was  a  custom  of  the  king  of  Bisnagar 
to  give  all  strange  merchants  access  to  his 
person  once  a  week  ;  and  by  that  title  prince 
Houssain,  who  would  not  be  known,  saw 
him  often  :  and  as  this  prince  was  hand- 
some, witty,  and  extremely  polite,  he  easily 
distinguished  himself  among  the  merchants, 
and  was  preferred  before  them  all  by  the 
sultan,  who  addressed  himself  to  him,  to  be 
informed  of  the  person  of  the  sultan  of  the 
Indies,  and  of  the  government,  strength,  and 
riches  of  his  dominions. 

The  rest  of  his  time  the  prince  spent  in 
seeing  what  was  most  remarkable  in  and 
about  the  city ;  and  among  those  thing:* 
which  were  most  worthy  of  admiration,  he 
visited  a  temple  of  idols,  remarkable  for 
being  built  all  of  brass.  It  was  ten  cubits 
square,  and  fifteen  high;  and  the  greatest 
ornament  to  it  was  an  idol  of  the  height  of 
a  man,  of  massy  gold :  its  eyes  were  two 
rubies,  set  so  artificially,  that  it  seemed  to 
look  at  those  who  looked  at  it,  on  which 
side  soever  they  tiu'ned  :  besides  this,  there 
was  another  not  less  curious,  in  a  village,  in 
the  midst  of  a  plain  of  about  ten  acres, 
which  was  a  delicious  garden  full  of  roses 
and  the  choicest  flowers,  surrounded  with  a 
small  waU  breast  high,  to  keep  the  cattle 
out.  In  the  midst  of  this  plain  was  raised  a 
terrace,  man's  height,  so  nicely  paved,  that 
the  whole  pavement  seemed  to  be  but  one 
single  stone.  A  temple  was  erected  in  the 
middle  of  this  terrace,  with  a  dome  about 
fifty  cubits  high,  which  might  be  seen  for 
several  leagues  round.  It  was  thirty  cubits 
long,  and  twenty  broad,  built  of  red  marble, 
highly  jiolished.  The  inside  of  the  dome 
was  adorned  with  three  rows  of  fine  paint- 
ings, in  good  taste,  and  there  was  not  a 
l)lace  in  the  whole  temple  but  what  was  em- 
bellished with  paintings,  basso  relievos,  and 
figures  of  idols  from  top  to  bottom. 

Every  night  and  morning  there  were 
superstitious  ceremonies  performed  in  this 
temple,  which  were  always  succeeded  by 
sports,  concerts  of  music,  dancing,  singing, 
and  feasts.  The  ministers  of  tlie  temple, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  had  no- 
thing to  subsist  on  but  the  offerings  of 
pilgrims,   who   came    in    crowds    from  the 
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most  distant  jiarts  of  the  kingdom  to  per- 
form their  vows. 

Prince  Hoiissain  was  also  spectator  of  a 
solemn  feast,  •which  was  celebrated  every 
year  at  the  court  of  Bisnagar,  at  which  all 
the  governors  of  provinces,  commanders  of 
fortified  i^laces,  all  governors  and  judges  of 
towTis,  and  the  brahmins  most  celebrated  for 
their  learning,  were  obliged  to  be  present ; 
and  some  lived  so  far  off,  that  they  were 
four  mouths  in  coming.  This  assemljly, 
composed  of  such  imiumerable  multitudes 
of  Indians,  met  in  a  plain  of  vast  extent, 
was  a  glorious  sight,  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach.  In  the  centre  of  this  jilain  was  a 
square  of  great  length  and  breadth,  closed 
on  one  side  by  a  large  scaffolding  of  nine 
storeys,  supported  by  forty  pillars,  raised 
for  the  king  and  his  court,  and  those  stran- 
gers he  admitted  to  audience  once  a  week  ; 
within  it  was  adorned  and  furnished  magni- 
ficently ;  and  on  the  outside  were  painted 
fine  landscajies,  wherein  all  sorts  of  beasts, 
birds,  and  insects,  even  flies  and  gnats, 
were  drawn  very  uatiu-ally.  Other  scaffolds 
of  at  least  four  or  five  storeys,  and  painted 
almost  all  alike,  formed  the  other  three 
sides.  But  what  was  more  particular  in 
these  scaffolds,  they  could  turn  them,  and 
make  them  change  their  situation  and  de- 
corations every  hour. 

On  each  side  of  the  square,  at  some  little 
distance  from  each  other,  were  ranged  JOOO 
elephants,  sumptuously  harnessed,  and  each 
having  upon  his  back  a  square  wooden 
castle,  finely  gilt,  in  which  were  musicians 
and  stage-players.  The  trunks,  ears,  and 
bodies  of  these  elephants  were  painted  with 
cinnabar  and  other  colours,  rejiresenting 
gi-otesque  figures. 

But  what  prince  Houssain  most  of  all  ad- 
mired, as  a  proof  of  the  industry,  address, 
and  inventive  genius  of  the  Indians,  was  to 
see  the  largest  of  these  elephants  stand  with 
his  foiir  feet  on  a  post  fixed  into  the  earth, 
and  standing  out  of  it  above  two  feet,  play- 
ing and  beating  time  with  his  trunk  to  the 
music.  Besides  this,  he  admired  another 
elephant  as  big  as  this,  set  iipon  a  board, 
Avhicli  was  laid  across  a  strong  beam  about 
ten  feet  high,  with  a  •  great  weight  at  the 
other  end,  which  lialanced  him,  while  he 
kejit  time,  by  the  motions  of  his  body  and 
trunk,  with  the  music,  as  well  as  the  other 
elephant.  The  Indians,  after  having  fastened 
on  tne  '  counterjioise,  had  drawn  the  other 
end  of  the  l>oard  down  to  the  ground,  and 
made  the  ele})hant  get  upon  it. 

Prince  Houssain  might  have  made  a  longer 
stay  in  the  kingdom  and  court  of  Bisnagar, 
where  he  would  have  been  agreeably  diverted 
Ly  a  great  variety  of  other  wonders,  till  the 
last  day  of  the  year,  whereon  he  and  his 
brothers  had  appointed  to  meet.  But  he 
was  so  well  satisfied  with  what  he  had  seen, 


and  his  thoughts  ran  so  much  upon  the  ob-  ' 
ject  of  his  love,  that  after  his  good  success  ; 
in  meeting  with  this  carpeting,  the  beauty  ' 
and  charms  of  the  princess  Xouronnihar  in- 
creased every  day  the  violence  of  his  passion, 
and  he  fancied  he  should  be  the  more  easy 
and  happy  the  nearer  he  was  to  her.  After 
he  had  satisfied  the  master  of  the  khan  for 
his  apartmeiit,  and  told  him  the  hour  when 
he  might  come  for  the  kej%  without  telling 
him  how  he  should  go,  he  shut  the  door,  jnit 
the  key  on  the  outside,  and  spreading  the 
carpeting,  he  and  the  officer  he  had  brought 
with  him  sat  down  on  it,  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  formed  his  wish,  were  transported  to 
the  inn  at  which  he  and  his  brothers  were 
to  meet,  and  where  he  passed  for  a  merchant 
till  they  came. 

Prince  Ali,  prince  Houssain's  second  bro- 
ther, who  designed  to  travel  into  Persia,  in 
conformity  to  the  intention  of  the  sultan  of 
the  Indies,  took  that  road,  having  three  days 
after  he  parted  M'ith  his  brothers  joined  a 
caravan ;  and  after  four  months'  travelling, 
arrived  at  Schiraz,  which  was  then  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia;  and 
having  in  the  way  contracted  a  friendship 
with  some  merchants,  passed  for  a  jeweller, 
and  lodged  in  the  same  khan  with  them. 

The  next  morning,  while  the  merchants 
opened  their  bales  of  merchandise,  prince 
Ali,  who  travelled  only  for  his  pleasure,  and 
had  brought  nothing  but  necessaries  with 
him,  after  he  had  dressed  himself,  took  a 
walk  into  that  quarter  of  the  town  where 
they  sold  precious  stones,  gold  and  silver 
works,  brocades,  silks,  fine  linens,  and  other 
choice  and  valuable  merchandise,  and  which 
was  at  Schiraz  called  the  bezestein.  It  was 
a  spacious  and  weU-built  place,  arched  over 
and  the  arches  supported  by  large  pillars  ; 
round  which,  as  well  as  along  the  walls, 
within  9aid  without,  were  shops.  Prince 
Ali  soon  rambled  through  the  bezestein,  and 
with  admiration  judged  of  the  riches  of  the 
place  by  the  prodigious  quantities  of  the 
most  iirecioiis  merchandise  that  were  there 
exposed  to  view. 

But  among  all  the  criers  who  passed  back- 
wards and  forwards  with  several  sorts  of 
goods,  offering  to  sell  them,  he  was  not  a 
little  surprised  to  see  one  who  held  in  his 
hand  an  ivory  tube,  of  about  a  foot  in  length, 
and  about  an  inch  thick,  and  cried  it  at 
thirty  purses.  At  first  he  thought  the  crier 
mad,  and  to  inform  himself,  went  to  a  shop, 
and  said  to  the  merchant,  who  stood  at  the 
door,  "Pray,  sir,  is  not  that  man"  (pointing 
to  the  crier,  who  cried  the  ivoiy  tube  at 
thirty  purses)  "mad?  If  he  is  not,  I  am 
very  much  deceived."  "Indeed,  sir,"  an- 
swered the  merchant,  "  he  was  in  his  right 
senses  yesterday  ;  and  I  can  assure  you  he  is 
one  of  the  ablest  criers  we  have,  and  the 
most  employed  of  any,  as  being  to  be  con« 
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fidcd  in,  wlien  anything  valuable  is  to  be 
sold  ;  and,  if  he  cries  the  ivory  tube  at 
thirty  i)urscs,  it  must  be  worth  as  much,  or 
more,  on  some  account  or  other  which  does 
not  appear.  He  will  come  by  ])resently,  and 
we  will  call  him,  and  you  shall  satisfy  your- 
self :  in  the  meantime  sit  down  on  my  sofa, 
and  rest  yourself." 

Prince  Ali  accepted  of  the  merchant's 
obliging  offer,  and  presently  afterwards  the 
crier  passed  by.  The  merchant  called  him 
by  his  name  ;  and,  i)ointing  to  the  iirince, 
said  to  him,  "Tell  that  gentleman,  who 
asked  me  if  you  were  in  your  right  senses, 
what  you  mean  by  crying  that  ivory  tube, 
which  seems  not  to  be  worth  much,  at  thirty 
purses.  I  should  be  very  much  amazed 
myself,  if  I  did  not  know  you  w-ere  a  sen- 
sible man."  The  criei-,  addressing  himself 
to  i)rince  Ali,  said,  "  Sir,  you  are  not  the 
only  person  that  takes  me  for  a  madman  on 
the  account  of  this  tube  :  j'ou  shall  judge 
yourself  whether  I  am  or  no,  when  I  have 
told  you  its  jiroperty  ;  and  I  hope  you  will 
value  it  at  as  high  a  price  as  those  I  have 
shewed  it  to  already,  who  had  as  bad  an 
ojiinion  of  me  as  you  have. 

"First,  sir,"  pursued  the  crier,  presenting 
the  ivory  tube  to  the  prince,  "  observe  that 
this  tube  is  furnished  with  a  glass  at  both 
ends  ;  and  consider  that,  by  looking  through 
one  of  them,  you  see  -whatever  object  you 
wish  to  behold."  "lam,"  said  the  prince, 
"ready  to  make  you  all  proper  reparation 
for  the  scandal  I  have  thrown  on  you,  if 
you  will  make  the  truth  of  what  you  ad- 
vance appear;"  and,  as  he  had  the  ivory 
tube  in  his  haud,  after  he  had  looked  at  the 
two  glasses,  he  said,  "Shew  me  at  which 
of  these  ends  I  must  look,  that  I  may  be 
satisfied."  The  crier  presentlj^  shewed  him  ; 
and  he  looked  through,  wishing,  at  the  same 
time,  to  sec  the  sultan  his  father,  whom  he 
immediately  beheld  in  perfect  health,  sitting 
on  his  throne,  in  the  midst  of  his  council. 
Afterwards,  as  there  was  nothing  in  the 
world  so  dear  to  him,  after  the  sidtan,  as  the 
princess  Nourounihar,  he  wished  to  see  her  ; 
and  saw  her  sitting  at  her  toilet,  laughing, 
and  in  a  pleasant  humour,  with  her  women 
about  hei-.* 


«rrom  EuCh  a  stoi-y  as  tliis  was  probably  borrowed 
the  strange  knight's  "  Mirror  of  Glass,"  mentioned  by 
Chaucer  in  the  Squire's  Tale,  brought  with  the  Indian 
witli  the  wonderful  horse.  The  virtues  of  that  minor 
were,  that  men  might  see  when  any  advci-sity  befell  the 
king<Iom  or  the  king,  and  who  is  "a  friend  or  foe  ;  and 
any  lady  might  see  if  the  object  of  her  love  were  false. 
This  mirror  was  caiTied  up  into  the  principal  tower, 
apd  there  fixed  for  use.  Such  a  one  Gower  ascribes 
to  Virgil,  who  set  it  upon  a  marble  pillar  at  Rome  for 
similar  purposes  ;  and  with  this  corresponds  "Merlin's 
Glassif  Minor."  in Spon!>er,  (P.  Q  ii.  24.)  and  the  globe 
sb  '  !,  .  T)  c  v.v.i  in  the  I.uciad.  — IKarton's  History 
0/  1'         ^'  '  '.  i-406,  407. 

'  jaid  by  the  Oriental  writers  to  have 
be.  1)  I  .  -  .  I  l.y  Giamschid,  one  of  their  wings,  by 
wliicli  lie  atid  Ids  people  knew  natural  and  supernatuni"l 
things,     (Ilerbelot,  in  voce.)    Our  great  countryman, 


Prince  Ali  wanted  no  other  proof  to  per- 
suade him  that  this  tube  was  the  most  valu- 
able thing,  not  only  in  the  city  of  Schiraz, 
but  in  all  the  world;  and  believed  that,  if 
he  should  neglect  to  purchase  it,  he  shoidd 
never  meet  again  with  such  another  rarity. 
He  said  to  the  crier,  "I  am  very  sorry 
that  I  should  have  entertained  so  bad  an 
opinion  of  you,  but  hope  to  make  you 
amends  by  buying  the  tube,  for  I  should  be 
sorry  if  anybody  else  had  it :  so  tell  me  the 
lowest  jn-ice  the  seller  has  fixed  upon  it ;  and 
do  not  give  yourself  any  further  trouble  to 
hawk  it  about,  but  go  with  me,  and  T  will 
pay  you  the  money."  The  crier  assured 
him,  with  an  bath,  that  his  last  orders  were' 
to  take  no  less  than  forty  purses  ;  and,  if  he 
disputed  the  truth  of  what  he  said,  he  Avould 
carry  him  to  his  employer.  The  prince  l>e- 
lieved  him,  took  him  with  him  to  the  khan 
Avhere  he  lodged,  told  him  out  the  monej', 
an<l  received  the  tube. 

Prince  Ali  was  overjoyed  at  his  bargain  ; 
and  persuaded  himself  that,  as  his  brothers 
would  not  be  able  to  meet  with  anything  so 
rare  and  admirable,  the  princess  Kouronni- 
liar  would  be  the  recompense  of  his  fatigue 
and  trouble.  He  thought  now  of  only  visit- 
ing the  court  of  Persia  incognito,  and  seeing 
whatever  was  ciu-ious  in  and  about  Schiraz, 
till  the  caravan  with  which  he  came  returned 
back  to  the  Indies.  He  had  satisfied  his 
curiosity,  when  the  caravan  was  ready  to  set 
out.  The  prince  joined  them,  and  arrived 
hapi^ily  without  any  accident  or  trouble, 
otherwise  than  the  length  of  the  journey 
and  fatigue  of  travelling,  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  where  he  found  jn-ince  Houssain, 
and  both  Avaited  for  prince  Ahmed. 

Prince  Ahmed  took  the  road  of  Samar- 
cande ;  and  the  next  day  after  his  arrival 
there,  went,  as  his  brothers  had  done,  into 
the  bczestein ;  where  he  had  not  walked 
long,  but  he  heard  a  crier,  who  liad  an  arti- 
ficial apple  in  his  hand,  cry  it  at  five-and- 
tiiirty  purses.  He  stojijied  the  crier,  and 
said  to  him,  "Let  me  see  that  apple,  and 
tell  me  what  virtue  or  extraordinary  pro- 
perty it  has,  to  be  valued  at  so  high  a  rate." 
"  Sir,"  said  the  crier,  .giving  it  into  his  hand, 
"if  you  look  at  the  outside  of  the  apjile,  it 
is  very  inconsiderable ;  but  if  yon  consider 
its  properties,  virtues,  and  the  great  use  and 
benefit  it  is  of  to  mankind,  yen  will  say  it 


Roger  Bacon,  in  his  "Opus  M.njus,"  a  work  entirely 
founded  on  the  Aristotelian  and  Arabian  philosophy, 
describes  a  variety  of  specula,  and  explains  their  con- 
struction and  uses.  This  is  the  most  curious  and  ex- 
traordinary part  of  Racon's  book,  written  about  1270. 
His  Optic  Tube,  in  which  he  pretended  to  see  future 
events,  was  famous  in  his  time,  and  long  afterwards, 
and  chiefly  contributed  to  give  him  the  name  of  a 
magician.  He  assorts  that  "all  things  are  known  by 
perspective."  A  mirror  in  the  head  of  a  monstrous 
fowl  shewed  the  Mexicans  their  future  invaders 
tho  Spaniards  ;  and  C.  Agrippa,  in  such  a  mirror, 
hlii'wed  the  Karl  of  Surrey,  Geraldine,  sick  on  a  couch. 
—  n'arton,  ib. 
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is  invaluable,  aud  it  is  certain  tliat  he  'who 
possesses  it,  is  mastei-  of  a  great  treasure. 
It  cures  all  sick  persons  of  the  most  mortal 
diseases,  whether  fever,  pleurisy,  plague,  or 
other  malignant  distempers  ;  and  if  the  pa- 
tient is  dying,  it  will  recover  him  imme- 
diately, and  restore  him  to  perfect  health  : 
and  this  is  done  after  the  easiest  manner  in 
the  world,  merely  by  the  patient's  smeUiug 
the  apple." 

"If  one  may  believe  you,"  replied  prince 
Ahmed,  "the  virtues  of  this  ap])]e  m-e  v."on- 
derfid,  and  it  is  indeed  invaluable :  but 
what  ground  has  a  i)lain  man  like  myself, 
who  may  wish  to  become  the  purchaser,  to 
he  jjersuaded  that  there  is  no  disguise  nor 
exaggeration  in  the  high  praises  you  bestow 
on  it."  "  Sir,"  replied  the  crier,  "the  thing 
is  knowTi  and  averred  by  the  whole  city  of 
Samarcande  ;  but,  without  going  any  farther, 
ask  aU  these  merchants  you  see  here,  and 
hear  what  they  say;  you  will  find  several 
of  them  wiU  tell  you,  they  had  not  been 
alive  this  day  if  they  had  not  made  use  of 
this  excellent  remedy ;  aud,  that  you  may 
the  better  comprehend  what  it  is,  I  must 
tell  you,  it  is  the  fruit  of  the  study  and  ex- 
perience of  a  celebrated  j^hilosopher  of  this 
city,  who  applied  himself  all  his  lifetime  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  virtues  of  plants  and 
minerals,  and  at  last  attained  to  this  com- 
position, by  which  he  performed  such  sur- 
prising cures  in  this  city  as  will  never  be 
forgotten  ;  but  died  suddenly  himself,  before 
he  could  apply  his  own  sovereign  remedy, 
and  left  his  wife  and  a  great  many  young 
children  behind  him  in  very  indifferent  cir- 
j  cumstances ;  Avho,  to  supjDort  her  family, 
and  provide  for  her  children,  has  resolved  to 
sell  it." 
I  While  the  crier  was  telling  prince  Ahmed 
I  the  virtues  of  the  artificial  apple,  a  great 
many  persons  came  about  them,  and  con- 
firmed what  he  said;  and  one  among  the 
rest  said  he  had  a  friend  dangerously  ill, 
whose  life  Avas  despaired  of,  which  was  a 
favourable  opportunity  to  shew  prince  Ah- 
med the  experiment.  Upon  which  prince 
Ahmed  told  the  crier,  he  would  give  him 
forty  purses  if  he  cured  the  sick  person  by 
smelling  it. 
I  The  crier,  who  had  orders  to  sell  it  at  that 
'  price,  said  to  prince  Ahmed,  "Come,  sir, 
let  us  go  and  make  the  experiment,  and  the 
apple  shall  be  yours ;  and  I  say  this  with 
the  greater  conlidence,  as  it  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  it  will  always  have  the  same  effect 
as  it  already  has  had  as  often  as  it  has  been 
employed  to  recover  from  death  so  many 
sick  persons  whose  life  was  despaired  of." 
In  short,  the  experiment  succeeded ;  and 
the  prince,  after  he  had  counted  out  to  the 
crier  forty  purses,  and  the  other  had  de- 
livered the  apple  to  him,  waited  with  the 
greatest  impatience  for  the  first  caravan  that 


should  return  to  the  Indies.  In  the  mean- 
time he  saw  all  that  was  curious  at  and 
about  Samarcande,  aud  principally  the  valley 
of  Sogda,*  so  called  from  the  river  which 
waters  it,  and  is  reckoned  by  the  Arabians 
to  be  one  of  the  four  paradises  of  the  world, 
for  the  beauty  of  its  fields  and  gardens,  and 
the  fine  palaces,  and  for  its  fertility  in 
fruit  of  all  sorts,  and  all  the  other  pleasures 
enjoyed  there  in  the  fine  season. 

At  last  prince  Ahmed  joined  himself  to 
the  first  caravan  that  returned  to  the  Indies, 
aud,  notwithstanding  the  inevitable  incon- 
veniences of  so  long  a  journc}',  arrived  in 
perfect  health  at  the  inn  where  the  princes 
Houssain  and  Ali  waited  for  him. 

Prince  Ali,  who  came  there  sometime 
before  prince  Ahmed,  asked  prince  Hous- 
sain, who  got  thither  the  first,  how  long  he 
had  been  there ;  who  told  him  three  months  : 
to  which  he  rejdied,  ".Then  certainly  you 
have  not  been  very  far."  "I  will  tell  you 
nothing  now,"  said  prince  Houssain,  "where 
I  have  been,  but  only  assure  you  I  was 
above  three  months  travelling  to  the  place 
I  went  to."  "But  then,"  replied  prince 
Ali,  "you  made  a  short  stay  there."  "In- 
deed, brother,"  said  prince  Houssain,  "j-ou 
are  mistaken  ;  I  resided  at  one  i)lace  above 
four  or  five  months,  and  might  have  stayed 
longer."  "Unless  you  flew  back,"  replied 
prince  Ali  again,  "I  cannot  comprehend 
how  you  can  have  been  three  months  here, 
as  you  would  make  me  believe." 

"I  teU  you  the  truth,"  added  prince 
Houssain,  "and  it  is  a  riddle  which  T  shall 
not  explain  to  you  till  our  brother  Ahmed 
comes ;  when  I  wiU  let  you  know  what 
rarity  I  have  brought  home  from  my  travels. 
For  your  part,  I  know  not  what  you  have 
got,  but  believe  it  to  be  some  trifle,  because 
I  do  not  perceive  that  your  baggage  is 
increased."  "And  pray  what  have  you 
brought?"  replied  Prince  Ali;  "for  I  can 
see  nothing  but  an  ordinary  piece  of  carpet- 
ing, with  wliich  yoii  cover  your  sofa,  and 
therefore  I  think  I  may  return  your  raillery ; 
and,  as  you  seem  to  make  what  you  brought 
a  secret,  you  cannot  take  it  amiss  that  I 
do  the  same  with  respect  to  what  I  have 
brought. " 

"I  look  upon  the  rarity  I  have  purchased," 
replied  iirince  Houssain,  "  to  excel  all  others 


*  "  Sogd  Samarcand,"  or  the  plain  of  Samarcande, 
is  on  the  north  side  of  that  city,  aud  from  it  the  jjro- 
vince  called  by  the  ancients  "Sogdiana"  took  its 
name.  The  Oriental  writers  say,  that  this  plain  or 
valley  is  one  of  the  four  paradises  or  most  delightful 
places  in  the  world,  as  well  as  the  plain  and  valley 
of  Damascus,  which  is  called  "  Gauthah."  They  make 
it  eight  days' journey  in  extent;  and  it  is  covered  on 
eveiy  side  with  gardens  full  of  fruit  of  admirable  beauty 
and  variety,  or  corn-fields  and  pastures  ever  green, 
the  soil  being  watered  by  springs  and  rivulets  issu- 
ing from  a  large  and  principal  river  called  "Cai," 
running  through  the  middle  of  the  plain.  A  number 
of  populous  towns  and  villages,  full  of  industrious 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  overspread  this  rich  valley. — 
UerbAot. 
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whatevci',  and  should  not  make  any  diffi- 
culty to  shew  it  you,  and  make  you  agree 
that  it  is  so,  and  at  the  same  time  tell  yoii 
how  I  came  by  it,  without  being  in  the  least 
apiirehensive  that  that  which  you  have  got 
is  to  be  preferred  to  it.  But  it  is  proper 
that  we  should  stay  till  our  brother  Ahmed 
arrives,  that  we  may  all  communicate  our 
good  fortune  to  each  other." 

Prince  Ali  would  not  enter  into  a  dispute 
with  prince  lloussain  on  the  preference  he 
gave  his  rarity,  but  was  satisfied  and  per- 
suaded, that,  if  his  perspective  glass  was  not 
preferable,  it  was  impossible  it  should  be 
inferior  to  it ;  aud  therefore  agreed  to  stay 
till  prince  Ahmed  arrived,  to  produce  his 
purchase. 

When  prince  Ahmed  came  to  his  brothers, 
and  they  had  embraced  Avith  tenderness,  and 
complimented  each  other  on  the  happiness 
of  meeting  together  at  the  same  place  they 
set  out  from,  prince  Houssain,  as  the  elder 
brother,  assumed  the  discourse,  and  said  to 
them,  "Brothers,  we  shall  have  time  enough 
liereafter  to  entertain  ourselves  with  the 
particulars  of  our  travels  :  let  us  come  to 
that  Avhich  is  of  the  greatest  importance  for 
us  to  know;  and,  as  I  do  not  doubt  yoii 
remember  the  principal  motive  which  en- 
gaged us  to  travel,  let  us  not  conceal  from 
each  other  the  curiosities  we  have  brought 
home,  but  shew  them,  that  we  may  do  our- 
selves justice  beforehand,  and  see  to  which 
of  ns  the  sultan  our  father  may  give  the 
preference. 

"To  set  the  example,"  continued  prince 
Houssain,  "  I  will  tell  you  that  the  rarity 
which  I  have  brought  from  my  travels  to 
the  kingdom  of  Bisnagar,  is  the  carpeting 
on  which  I  sit,  which  looks  but  ordinary, 
and  makes  no  show  ;  but,  when  I  have  de- 
clared its  virtues  to  you,  you  will  be  struck 
with  admiration,  and  will  confess  you  never 
heard  cf  anything  hke  it.  In  short,  who- 
ever sits  on  it,  as  we  do,  and  desires  to  be 
transported  to  any  place,  be  it  ever  so  far 
off,  is  immediately  carried  thither.  I  made 
the  experiment  myself  before  I  paid  down 
the  forty  purses,  which  I  most  readily  gave 
for  it;  and  when  I  had  fully  satisfied  my 
curiosity,  at  the  court  of  Bisnagar,  and  had 
a  mind  to  return,  I  made  use  of  no  other 
carriage  than  this  wonderful  carpet  for  my- 
self and  servant,  who  can  tell  you  how  long 
we  were  coming  hither.  I  Viill  shew  you 
both  the  experiment  whenever  you  please. 
I  expect  that  you  shall  tell  me  whether 
what  you  have  brought  is  to  be  compared 
with  this  carpet. " 

Here  prince  Houssain  made  an  end  of 
commending  the  excellency  of  his  carpet ; 
and  prince  Ali,  addressing  himself  to  him, 
said,  "I  must  own,  brother,  that  your  car- 
pet is  one  of  the  most  surprising  things 
imaginable,  if  it  has,  as  I  do  not  doubt  in 


the  least,  that  property  you  speak  of.  But 
you  must  allow  that  there  may  be  other 
things,  I  will  not  say  more,  but  at  least  as 
wonderful,  in  another  way  ;  and  to  cou\'ince 
you  there  are,  here  is  an  ivory  tube,  which 
appears  to  the  eye  no  more  a  rarity  than 
your  carpet,  and  yet  merits  great  attention  ;  ! 
it  cost  me  as  much,  and  I  am  as  well  satis- 
fied with  my  purchase  as  you  can  be  with 
yours ;  and  you  will  be  so  just  as  to  own  [ 
that  T  have  not  been  cheated,  when  you 
know  by  experience  that  by  looking  at  one 
end  you  see  whatever  object  you  wish  to 
behold.  I  would  not  have  you  take  my 
word,"  added  prince  Ali,  presenting  the 
tube  to  him;  "take  it,  make  tiial  of  it 
yourself." 

Prince  Houssain  took  the  ivory  tube  from 
prince  Ali,  and  clapped  that  end  to  his  eye 
which  prince  Ali  shewed  him,  with  an  in- 
tention to  see  the  princess  NoiU'onnihar,  and 
to  luiow  how  she  did ;  when  prince  Ali  and 
prince  Ahmed,  who  kept  their  eyes  fixed 
iipon  him,  were  extremely  surprised  to  see 
his  countenance  change  on  a  sudden  in  such 
a  manner  as  expressed  an  extraordinary  sur- 
prise and  affliction.  Prince  Houssain  would 
not  give  them  time  to  ask  what  was  the 
matter,  but  cried  out,  "Alas!  princes,  to 
what  piirpose  have  we  undertaken  so  long 
and  fatiguing  journeys,  but  Avith  the  hope 
of  being  recompensed  by  the  possession  of 
the  charming  Nouronnihar,  when  in  a  few 
moments  that  lovely  princess  will  breathe 
her  last.  I  saw  her  in  her  bed,  surrounded 
by  her  women  and  eimuchs,  who  were  all  in 
tears,  aud  seem  to  expect  nothing  less  than 
to  see  her  give  up  the  ghost.  Take  the  tube, 
behold  yourselves  the  miserable  state  she  is 
in,  aud  mingle  your  tears  with  mine." 

Prince  Ali  took  the  tube  out  of  prince 
Houssain's  hand,  aud  after  he  had  seen  the 
same  object  with  a  sensible  grief,  presented 
it  to  prince  Ahmed,  who  took  it,  to  behold 
the  melancholy  sight  which  so  much  con- 
cerned them  all. 

When  prince  Ahmed  had  taken  the  tube 
out  of  prince  All's  hands,  and  saw  that  the 
princess  Nouronnihar's  end  was  so  near,  he 
addressed  himself  to  his  two  brothers,  and 
said,  "  Princes,  the  princess  Nouronnihar, 
equally  the  object  of  our  vows,  is  indeed 
just  at  death's  door  ;  but  provided  we  make 
haste,  aud  lose  no  time,  we  may  preserve 
her  life."  Then  he  took  the  artificial  a2iple 
out  of  his  bosom,  and  shewing  it  to  the  | 
princes  his  brothers,  said  to  them,  "This 
apple  wiiich  you  see  here  cost  me  as  much 
and  more  than  cither  the  carpet  or  tube. 
The  opportunity  which  now  presents  itself 
to  shew  you  its  wonderful  virtue,  makes  me 
not  regret  the  forty  purses  I  gave  for  it. 
But,  not  to  keep  you  longer  in  suspense,  it 
has  the  virtue,  if  a  sick  person  smells  it, 
though  in  the  last  agonies,  to  restore  him  to 
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perfect  health   immediately.     I  have  made 
the    exi)eriment,    aud     can    shew    you    its 
wonderful  effect  on  the  person  of  princess 
Nouronnihar,  if  we  make  all  due  haste  to   \ 
assist  her." 

"  If  that  is  all,"  replied  prince  Iloiissain, 
"we  cannot  make  more  despatch  than  by 
transporting  ourselves  instantly  into  her 
chamber  by  the  means  of  my  carpet.  Come, 
lose  no  time ;  sit  down  on  it  by  me ;  it  is 
j  large  enough  to  hold  us  all  three :  but 
first  let  us  give  orders  to  our  servants  to 
set  out  immediately,  and  join  us  at  the 
palace." 

As  soon  as  the  order  was  given,  prince 
Ali  and  prince  Ahmed  went  and  sat  down  by 
prince  Houssain  ;  and  as  their  interest  was 
the  same,  they  all  three  framed  the  same 
wish,  and  were  transported  into  the  princess 
Nourounihar's  chamber. 

The  presence  of  the  three  princes,  who 
were  so  little  expected,  frightened  the  prin- 
cess's Avomen  and  eunuchs,  who  could  not 
comprehend  by  what  enchantment  three  men 
should  be  among  them ;  for  they  did  not 
know  them  at  first ;  aud  the  eunuchs  were 
ready  to  fall  upon  them,  as  peo]ile  who  had 
got  into  a  ])art  of  the  palace  where  they 
were  not  allowed  to  come  ;  but  they 
presently  recollected  and  found  their  mis- 
take. 

Prince  Ahmed  no  sooner  saw  himself  in 
Nouronnihar's  chamber,  and  iierceived  that 
princess  dying,  but  he  rose  off  the  tapestry 
as  did  also  the  other  two  princes,  and  went 
to  the  bed-side,  and  put  the  apple  under  her 
nose.  Some  moments  after,  the  princess 
opened  her  eyes,  and  turned  her  head  from 
one  side  to  another,  looking  at  the  persons 
who  stood  about  her ;  she  then  rose  \ip  in 
the  bed  and  asked  to  lie  dressed,  with  the 
same  freedom  and  recollection  as  if  she  had 
awaked  out  of  a  sound  sleep.  Her  women 
prcsenlly  informed  her,  in  a  manner  that 
shewed  their  joy,  that  she  was  obliged  to  the 
three  princes  her  cousins,  and  particularly  to 
jirince  Ahmed,  for  the  sudden  recovery  of 
her  health.  She  immediately  expressed  her 
joy  to  see  them,  and  thanked  them  alto- 
gether, and  afterwards  Prince  Ahmed  in 
particular.  As  she  desired  to  dress,  the 
princes  contented  themselves  with  telling 
her  how  great  a  i)leasure  it  was  to  them  to 
have  come  soon  enough  to  contribute  each 
in  any  degree  towards  relieving  her  out 
of  the  immediate  danger  she  was  in,  and 
what  ardent  prayers  they  had  offered  for 
the  continuance  of  her  life,  and  afterwards 
they  retired. 

Whilst  the  princess  was  dressing,  the 
princes  went  to  throw  themselves  at  the 
sidtan  their  father's  feet,  and  pay  their  re- 
.spects  to  him ;  but  when  they  came  before 
him,  they  found  he  had  Ijccn  previously  in- 
formed of  their  unexpected  arrival  by  the 


chief  of  the  princess's  eunuchs,  and  by  what 
means  used  by  them  the  princess  had  been 
perfectly  cured.  The  sultan  received  and 
embraced  them  with  the  greatest  joy,  both 
for  their  return  and  the  wonderful  recovery 
of  the  princess  his  niece,  whom  he  loved  as 
if  she  had  been  his  own  daughter,  and  who 
had  been  given  over  by  the  physicians.  After 
the  usual  compliments,  the  ]irinces  presented 
each  the  rarity  which  he  had  brought :  prince 
Houssain  his  carpet,  which  he  had  taken 
care  not  to  leave  behind  him  in  the  princess's 
chamber ;  prince  Ali  his  ivory  tube,  aud 
prince  Ahmed  the  artificial  apple  ;  and  after 
each  had  commended  his  present,  when  they 
jnit  it  into  the  sultan's  hands,  they  begged 
of  him  to  pronounce  their  fate,  and  declare 
to  which  of  them  he  wotild  give  the  princess 
Nouronnihar  for  a  wife,  according  to  his 
promise. 

The  sultan  of  the  Indies  having  kindly 
heard  all  that  the  princes  had  to  say  in 
favour  of  their  rarities,  without  interrupting 
them,  and  being  well  informed  of  what  had 
haiijjened  in  relation  to  the  princess  Nouron- 
nihar's  cure,  remained  some  time  silent,  as  if 
he  was  thinking  on  what  answer  he  should 
make.  At  last  he  broke  silence,  and  said  to 
them,  in  terms  full  of  wisdom,  "  I  would 
declare  for  one  of  you,  my  children,  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure,  if  I  could  do  it  with 
justice;  but  consider  whether  I  can.  It  is 
true,  prince  Ahmed,  the  princess  my  niece  is 
obliged  to  your  artificial  apple  for  her  cure  ; 
but  let  me  ask  you,  whether  you  could  have 
been  so  serviceable  to  her,  if  you  had  not 
known  by  prince  iVli's  tube  the  danger  she 
was  in,  and  if  prince  Houssain's  carpet  had 
not  brought  you  to  her  so  soon  ?  Your  tube, 
prince  Ali,  infoi-med  you  and  yoiir  brothers 
that  you  were  likely  to  lose  the  princess  your 
cousin,  and  so  far  she  is  greatly  obhged  to 
you. 

"  Yoii  must  also  grant  that  that  knowledge 
would  have  been  of  no  service  without  the 
artificial  apple  and  the  carpet.  And  for  you, 
jirince  Houssain,  the  princess  would  be  very 
imgrateful,  if  she  should  not  shew  her  sense 
of  the  serviceableness  of  your  carpet,  Mdiich 
was  so  necessary  a  means  towards  producing 
a  cure.  But  consider,  it  would  have  been  of 
little;  use,  if  you  had  not  been  acquainted 
with  the  princess's  illness  by  prince  Ali'.s 
tube,  and  jtrince  Ahmed  had  not  ajiplied  his 
artificial  apple.  Therefore,  as  neither  the 
carpet,  the  ivory  tube,  nor  the  artificial 
apple,  have  the  least  preference  one  before 
the  other,  but,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a 
perfect  c(]uality,  I  cannot  grant  the  jn-incess 
to  any  one  of  you  ;  and  the  only  fruit  you 
have  reaped  from  your  travels  is  the  glory  of 
having  equally  contributed  to  restore  her  to 
healtli. 

"If  this  be  true,"  added  the  sultan,  "you 
sec  that  I  must  have  recourse  to  other  meoiia 
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to  determine  me  with  certainty  in  the  choice 
I  ought  to  make  among  you  ;  and  as  there 
is  time  enough  between  this  and  night,  I 
will  do  it  to-day.  Go,  and  get  each  of  you 
a  bow  and  arrow,  and  repair  to  the  great 
plain  out  of  the  citj%  where  the  horses  are 
exercised.  T  will  soon  come  to  j'ou  ;  and  I 
declare  I  will  give  the  princess  Nouronnihar 
to  him  that  shoots  the  farthest. 

"I  do  not,  however,  forget  to  thank  you 
aU  in  general,  and  each  in  particular,  for  | 
the  present  you  brought  me.  I  have  a  great 
many  rarities  in  my  closet  akeady,  but  }io- 
thing  that  comes  up  to  the  singularity  of  the 
carpet,    the   ivory   tube,    and  the  artili(;ial 


apple,  which  shall  have  the  first  places 
among  them,  and  shall  be  preserved  care- 
fully, not  only  for  pure  curiosity,  but  to 
make  an  ad\'antagcous  use  of  them  upon 
aU  occasions." 

The  thi-ee  princes  had  nothing  to  say 
against  the  decision  of  the  sultan.  When 
they  were  out  of  his  presence,  they  each 
l)rovidcd  themselves  with  a  bow  and  arrow, 
which  they  delivered  to  one  of  their  officers, 
and  went  to  the  plain  appointed,  followed  by 
a  great  concourse  of  jieople. 

The  sidtan  did  not  make  them  wait  long 
for  him;  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  prince 
Houssain,  as  the  eldest,  took  his  bow  and 


arrow,  and  shot  first.  Prince  Ali  shot  next, 
and  much  bej'ond  him ;  and  jirince  Ahmed 
last  of  all :  but  it  so  happened  that  nobody 
could  see  Avhere  his  arrow  fell ;  and  not- 
withstanding all  the  diligence  that  was  used 
by  himself  and  everj'body  else,  it  was  not 
to  be  found  far  or  near.  And  though  it  was 
believed  that  he  shot  the  farthest,  and  that 
he  therefore  deserved  the  princess  Xouron- 
nihar,  it  was  however  necessary  that  his 
arrow  should  be  found,  to  make  the  matter 
more  evident  and  certain;  and,  notwith- 
standing his  remonstrances,  the  sultan  de- 
termined in  favour  of  prince  Ali,  and  gave 
orders  for  preparations  to  be  made  for  the 
solemnising  of  the  nuptials,  which  were 
celebrated  a  few  days  after  with  great  mag- 
nilicence. 

Prince  Houssain  woidd  not  honour  the 
feast  with  his  presence  ;  his  passion  for  the 
jirincess  Nouronnihar  was  so  sincere  and 
livelj-,  that  he  could  scarce  support  with 
patience  the  mortilication  of  seeing  the 
princess  in  the  arms  of  prince  Ali,  who,  he 
said,  did  not  deserve  her  better,  nor  loved 
her  more  than  himself.     In  short,  his  grief 


was  so  violent  and  insupportable,  that  he 
left  the  court,  and  renounced  all  right  of 
succession  to  the  crown,  to  turn  dervis, 
and  put  himself  iinder  the  discipline  of  a 
famous  sheik,  who  had  gained  a  reputation 
for  his  exemplary  life,  and  had  taken  uji  his 
abode,  and  that  of  his  disciples,  whose  num- 
ber was  great,  in  an  agreeatjle  solitude. 

Prince  Ahmed,  urged  by  the  same  motive, 
did  not  assist  at  prince  Ali  and  the  princess 
Nouronnihar's  nuj)tials,  any  more  than  his 
brother  Houssain,  but  did  not  renounce  the 
world  as  he  had  done.  But  as  he  could  not 
imagine  what  could  become  of  his  arrow,  he 
stole  away  from  his  attendants,  and  resolved 
to  search  after  it,  that  he  might  not  have 
anything  to  reproach  himself  with.  With 
this  intent,  he  went  to  the  place  where  the 
princes  Houssain  and  Ali's  were  gathered 
up,  and  going  straight  forward  from  thence, 
looked  carefully  on  both  .sides  of  him.  He 
went  so  far,  that  at  last  he  began  to  think 
his  labour  was  in  vain  ;  yet  he  could  not 
help  going  forwards,  till  he  came  to  some 
steep  craggy  rocks,  which  would  have  ob- 
liged him  to  return,  had  he  been  ever  so 
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desirous  to  proceed.  They  were  situated  in 
.1  barren  country,  about  four  leagues  distant 
from  whence  he  set  out. 

When  iH-ince  Ahmed  came  nigh  to  these 
rocks,  he  jierceived  an  arrow,  which  he  ga- 
thered up,  looked  earnestly  at  it,  and  was  in 
the  greatest  astonishment  to  find  that  it  was 
the  same  he  shot.  Certainly,  said  he  to 
himself,  neither  I  nor  any  man  living  could 
shoot  an  arrow  so  far ;  and  finding  it  laid 
flat,  not  sticking  into  the  grOund,  he  judged 
that  it  had  rebounded  from  the  rock.  There 
must  be  some  mj'stery  in  this,  said  he  to 
himself  again,  and  it  may  be  to  my  ad- 
A'antage.  Perhaps  fortune,  to  make  me 
amends  for  depriving  me  of  what  I  thought 
the  greatest  happiness  of  my  life,  may  have 
reserved  a  greater  blessing  for  my  comfort. 

As  these  rocks  were  fuU  of  sharp  points 
and  indentures  between  them,  the  prince, 
full  of  these  thoughts,  entered  into  one  of 
the  cavities,  and  looking  about,  cast  his 
eyes  on  an  iron  door,  Avhich  seemed  to  have 
no  lock.  He  feared  it  was  fastened,  but 
pushing  against  it,  it  opened,  and  discovered 
an  easy  descent,  but  no  steps,  which  he 
walked  down,  with  his  arrow  in  his  hand. 
At  first,  he  thought  he  was  going  into  a 
dark  place,  but  presently,  a  quite  diSerent 
light  succeeded  that  which  he  came  out  of  ; 
and  entering  into  a  spacious  square,  at  about 
fifty  or  sixty  paces  distant,  he  perceived  a 
magnificent  palace,  the  admirable  structure 
of  which  he  had  not  time  to  look  at ;  for  at 
the  same  time  a  lady  of  majestic  port  and 
j  air,  and  of  a  beautj'  to  which  the  richness  of 
her  clothes  and  the  jewels  which  adorned 
her  jierson  added  no  advantage,  advanced  as 
far  as  the  porch,  attended  by  a  troop  of 
ladies,  of  whom  it  was  diiiicidt  to  distinguish 
Avhich  was  the  mistress. 

As  soon  as  prince  Ahmed  perceived  the 
lady,  he  hastened  to  jiay  his  respects,  and 
the  lady  on  her  part,  seeing  him  coming, 
prevented  him.  Addressing  her  discourse 
to  him  first,  and  raising  her  voice,  she  said 
to  him,  "Come  near,  i^rince  Ahmed;  you 
are  welcome." 

It  was  no  small  surprise  to  the  prince  to 
hear  himself  named  in  a  palace  he  had  never 
heard  of,  though  so  nigh  to  his  father's 
capital,  and  he  coidd  not  comprehend  how 
he  should  be  known  to  a  lady  M'ho  was  a 
stranger  to  him.  At  last  he  returned  the 
lady's  compliment,  by  throwing  himself  at 
her  feet,  and  rising  up  again,  said  to  her, 
"Madam,  I  return  you  a  thousand  thanks 
for  the  assurance  you  give  me  of  a  welcome 
to  a  place  where  I  had  reason  to  believe  my 
imprudent  cui'iosity  had  made  me  penetrate 
too  far.  But,  madam,  may  T,  without  being 
guilty  of  rudeness,  presume  to  ask  you  by 
what  adventure  you  know  me  ?  and  that 
you,  Avho  live  iu  the  same  neighbourhood 
with  me,  should  be  so  little  known  by  me  ? " 


•'  Prince,"  said  the  lady,  "  let  us  go  into  the 
hall ;  there  I  will  gratify  you  in  your  request 
more  commodiously  for  us  both." 

After  these  words,  the  lady  led  prince 
Ahmed  into  the  hall,  the  noble  structure  of 
which,  and  the  gold  and  azure  which  em- 
bellished the  dome,  and  the  inestimable 
richness  of  the  furniture,  appeared  so  great 
a  novelty  to  him,  that  he  could  not  enough 
express  his  admiration,  by  crying  out,  that 
he  had  never  in  his  life  beheld  anything  like 
it,  and  believed  that  nothing  was  to  be  com- 
pared to  it.  "I  can  assure  you,"  replied 
the  lad  J'-,  ' '  that  this  is  but  a  small  part  of 
my  palace,  and  you  will  say  so  when  you 
have  seen  all  the  apartments. "  Then  she  sat 
do^^Ti  on  a  sofa ;  and  when  the  prince  at 
her  entreaty  had  seated  himself  by  her,  she 
said,  "You  are  surprised,  yon  say,  that  I 
should  know  you,  and  not  be  known  by 
you;  but  you  will  be  no  longer  surprised 
when  I  inform  you  who  I  am.  You  cannot 
be  ignorant  that  your  religion  teaches  you 
to  believe  that  the  world  is  inhabited  by 
genies  as  well  as  men  :  I  am  the  daughter 
of  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  distinguished 
of  these  genies,  and  my  name  is  Pai'i  Banou ; 
therefore  you  ought  not  to  wonder  that  I 
know  you,  the  sultan  your  father,  the  princes 
your  brothers,  and  the  princess  Nourounihar. 
I  am  no  stranger  to  your  loves  or  your  tra- 
vels, of  which  I  coidd  tell  you  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, since  it  was  I  myself  who  ex- 
posed to  sale  the  artificial  apple  which  you 
bought  at  Samarcande,  the  carpet  which 
prince  Houssain  met  with  at  Bisnagar,  and 
the  tube  which  x)rince  Ali  brought  from 
Schiraz.  This  is  sufhcient  to  let  you  know 
that  T  am  not  unacquainted  with  anjrthing 
that  relates  to  you.  The  only  thing  I  have 
to  add  is,  that  you  seemed  to  me  worthy  of 
a  more  happy  fate  than  that  of  possessing 
the  princess  Nouronnihar;  and  that  you 
might  attain  to  it,  I  was  present  when  you 
drew  your  arrow,  and  foreseeing  it  woidd  not 
go  beyond  prince  Houssain's,  I  took  it  in 
tlie  air,  and  gave  it  the  necessary  motion,  to 
strike  against  the  rocks  near  which  you 
found  it.  It  is  in  your  power  to  avad  your- 
self of  the  favourable  0])portunity  which  it 
presents  to  make  you  happy." 

As  the  fairy  Pari  Banou  pronounced  these 
last  words  with  a  difFei-cnt  tone,  and  looked 
at  the  same  time  tenderly  xipon  prince 
Ahmed,  with  downcast  eyes  and  a  modest 
blush  on  her  checks,  it  was  not  difficult  for 
the  prince  to  comprehend  what  happiness 
she  meant.  He  presently  considered  that 
the  princess  Noui'onnihar  could  never  be  his, 
and  that  tlie  fairy  Pari  Banou  excelled  her 
infinitely  in  Ijeauty,  attractions,  agreeable- 
ness,  transcendent  wit,  and,  as  far  as  he 
could  conjecture  by  the  magnificence  of  the 
palace  where  she  resided,  in  immense  riches. 
He  blessed  the  moment  that  he  thought  of 
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seckiug  after  his  arrow  a  second  time,  and 
yielding  to  liis  inclination,  -which  drew  him 
towards  the  new  object  which  had  tired  his 
heart,  "  Madam,"  replied  he,  "  should  I,  all 
my  life,  have  had  the  happiness  of  being 
your  slave,  and  the  admirer  of  the  many 
charms  which  ravish  my  soul,  I  shoidd  think 
myself  the  happiest  of  men.  Pardon  me  the 
boldness  which  inspires  me  to  ask  this  fa- 
vour, and  do  not  refuse  to  admit  into  your 
court  a  prince  who  is  entirely  devoted  to 
you." 

"  Prince,"  answered  the  fairy,  "  as  I  have 
been  a  long  time  my  own  mistress,  and  have 
no  dependence  on  my  parents'  consent,  it  is 
not  as  a  slave  that  I  would  admit  you  into 
my  court,  but  as  master  of  my  person,  and 
all  that  belongs  to  me,  by  pledging  your 
faith  to  me,  and  taking  me  to  be  your  wife. 
1  hope  you  will  not  take  it  amiss  that  I  an- 
ticipate yon  in  making  this  proposal.  I  am, 
as  I  said,  mistress  of  my  will ;  and  must 
add,  that  the  same  customs  are  not  observed 
among  fairies  as  among  other  ladies,  in  whom 
it  would  not  have  been  decent  to  have  made 
such  advances ;  but  it  is  what  we  do,  and 
we  suppose  we  confer  obligation  by  it." 

Prince  Ahmed  made  no  answer  to  this 
discourse,  but  was  so  penetrated  with  grati- 
tude, that  he  thought  he  could  not  express 
it  better  than  by  coming  to  kiss  the  hem  of 
her  garment ;  which  she  woidd  not  give  him 
time  to  do,  but  presented  her  hand,  which 
he  kissed  a  thousand  times,  and  kept  fast 
locked  in  his.  "Well,  prince  Ahmed,"  said 
she,  "will  you  not  pledge  your  faith  to  me, 
as  I  do  mine  to  you?"  "Yes,  madam,"  re- 
plied the  prince,  in  an  ecstacy  of  joy,  "what 
can  I  do  better,  and  with  greater  pleasure  ? 
Yes,  my  sultaness,  my  queen,  I  will  give  it 
you  with  my  heart,  without  the  least  re- 
serve. "  ' '  Then, "  ausAvered  the  fairy,  ' '  you 
are  my  husband,  and  I  am  your  wife.  Our 
marriages  are  contracted  with  no  other 
ceremonies,  and  yet  are  more  firm  and  in- 
dissoluble than  those  among  men  with  all 
their  formalities.  But,  as  I  suppose,"  piir- 
sued  she,  "  that  you  have  eaten  nothing  to- 
daj%  a  slight  repast  shall  be  served  up  for 
you  while  preparations  are  making  for  our 
nuptial  feast  this  evening,  and  then  I  will 
shew  you  the  apartments  of  my  palace,  and 
you  shall  judge  if  this  hall  is  the  smallest 
part  of  it." 

Some  of  the  fairy's  -women  who  came 
into  the  haU  with  them,  and  guessed  her 
intentions,  went  immediately  out,  and  re- 
turned presently  with  some  excellent  meats 
and  wines. 

When  prince  Ahmed  had  eaten  and  drank 
as  much  as  he  cared  for,  the  fairy  Pari 
Banou  carried  him  through  all  the  apart- 
ments, where  he  saw  diamonds,  rubies, 
emeralds,  and  all  sorts  of  fine  jewels,  inter- 
mixed with  pearls,  agate,  jasper,  porphyiy, 


and  all  kinds  of  the  most  precious  marbles ; 
not  to  mention  the  riclmess  of  the  furniture, 
-which  was  inestimable  ;  the  whole  disposed 
with  such  profusion,  that  the  prince,  instead 
of  ever  having  seen  anything  like  it,  acknow- 
ledged that  there  could  not  be  anything  in 
the  world  that  could  come  up  to  it. 
"Prince,"  said  the  fairy,  "if  you  admire 
my  palace  so  much,  which  is  indeed  very 
beautiful,  -what  would  you  say  to  the  palaces 
of  the  chief  of  our  genies,  which  are  miich 
more  beautifiJ,  spacious,  and  magnificent? 
I  could  also  charm  you  with  my  garden; 
but  M'e  will  leave  that  tiU  another  time. 
Night  draws  near,  and  it  -will  be  time  to  go 
to  supper." 

The  next  hall  which  the  fairy  led  the 
prince  into,  and  where  the  cloth  was  laid 
for  the  feast,  was  the  only  apartment  the 
prince  had  not  seen,  and  it  was  not  in  the 
least  inferior  to  the  others.  At  his  entrance 
into  it,  he  admired  the  infinite  number  of 
wax  candles  perfumed  with  amber,  the 
midtitude  of  which,  instead  of  being  con- 
fused, were  placed  -with  so  just  symmetiy, 
as  formed  an  agreeable  and  pleasant  sight. 
A  large  beaufet  was  set  out  with  all  sorts  of 
gold  plate,  so  finely  "uTought,  that  the  work- 
manship was  much  more  valuable  than  the 
weight  of  the  gold.  Several  chorusses  of 
beautiful  women  richly  dressed,  and  whose 
voices  were  ravishing,  began  a  concert, 
accompanied  with  all  kinds  of  the  most  har- 
monious instruments  he  had  ever  heard. 
When  they  were  set  down  to  table,  the 
fairy  Pari  Banou  took  care  to  help  prince 
Ahmed  to  the  most  delicious  meats,  which 
she  named  as  she  invited  him  to  eat  of 
them,  and  which  the  prince  had  never  heard 
of,  but  found  so  exquisite  and  nice,  that  he 
commended  them  in  the  highest  terms,  cry- 
ing that  the  entertainment  A\'hich  she  gave 
him  far  surpassed  those  among  men.  He 
found  also  the  same  excellence  in  the  wines, 
which  neither  he  nor  the  fairy  tasted  of  till 
the  dessert  was  served  up,  which  consisted 
of  the  choicest  sweetmeats  and  fruits. 

After  the  dessert,  the  fairy  Pari  Banou 
and  prince  Ahmed  rose  from  the  table,  which 
was  immediately  carried  away,  and  sat  on  a 
sofa,  at  their  ease,  with  cushions  of  fine 
silk,  curiously  embroidered  with  all  sorts  of 
lai'ge  flowers,  laid  at  their  backs.  Presently 
after  a  great  number  of  genies  and  fairies 
danced  before  them  to  the  door  of  the  cham- 
ber where  the  nuptial  bed  was  made  ;  and 
when  they  came  there,  they  divided  them- 
selves into  two  rows,  to  let  them  pass,  and 
after  that  retired,  leaving  them  to  go  to  bed. 

The  nuptial  feast  was  continued  the  next 
day ;  or  rather  the  days  following  the  cele- 
bration -were  a  continual  feast,  which  the 
fairy  Pari  Banou,  who  coidd  do  it  -with  the 
utmost  ease,  knew  how  to  diversify,  by  new 
dishes,  new  meats,  new  concerts,  new  dances, 
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new  sliows,  and  new  diversions ;  wliicli  were 
all  so  extraordinary,  that  prince  Ahmed,  if 
he  had  lived  a  thousand  years  among  men, 
could  not  have  imagined. 

The  fairy's  intention  was  not  only  to  give 
the  prince  essential  proofs  of  the  sincerity  of 
her  love,  and  the  violence  of  her  passion,  by 
so  many  Avays ;  but  to  let  him  see,  that  as 
he  had  no  pretensions  at  his  father's  court, 
he  could  meet  with  nothing  comparable  to 
the  happiness  he  enjoyed  with  her,  indepen- 
dent of  her  beauty  and  her  charms,  and  to 
attach  him  entirely  to  herself,  that  he  might 
never  leave  hei\  In  this  scheme  she  suc- 
ceeded so  well,  that  prince  Ahmed's  passion 
was  not  in  the  least  diminished  by  possos- 
sion ;  but  increased  so  much,  that  if  he  had 
been  so  inclined,  it  was  nut  in  his  power  to 
forbear  loving  her. 

At  the  end  of  six  months,  prince  Ahmed, 
who  always  loved  and  honoured  the  sultan 
his  father,  conceived  a  great  desire  to  know 
how  he  did ;  and  as  that  desire  could  not  be 
satisfied  without  his  absenting  himself  to  go 
and  hear  it  in  person,  he  mentioned  it  to  the 
fairy,  and  desired  she  would  give  him  leave. 

This  discourse  alarmed  the  fairy,  and 
made  her  fear  it  was  only  an  excuse  to  leave 
her.  She  said  to  him,  ' '  What  disgust  can 
1  have  given  you  to  oblige  you  to  ask  me 
this  leave  ?  Is  it  jjossible  you  should  have 
forgotten  that  you  have  pledged  your  faith 
to  mc,  and  that  you  no  longer  love  one  who 
is  so  passionately  fond  of  you  ?  Are  not  the 
proofs  I  have  repeatedly  given  you  of  my 
affection  sulTicient?" 

"My  queen,"  replied  the  prince,  "lam 
perfectly  convinced  of  your  love,  and  should 
be  uuM'orthy  of  it,  if  I  did  not  testify  my 
gratitude  by  a  reciprocal  love.  If  you  are 
offended  at  the  leave  I  asked,  I  entreat  you 
to  forgive  me,  and  I  will  make  all  the  repa- 
ration I  am  cajiable  of.  I  did  not  do  it  with 
any  intention  of  displeasing  you,  but  from 
a  motive  of  respect  towards  ray  father,  whom 
I  wish  to  free  from  the  affliction  my  so  long 
absence  must  have  overwhelmed  him  in ; 
•which  must  be  the  greater,  as  I  have  reason 
to  presume  he  believes  that  I  am  dead.  But 
since  you  do  not  consent  that  I  should  go 
and  aH'ord  him  that  comfort,  I  will  do  what 
you  will,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  world 
that  T  am  not  ready  to  do  to  please  you." 

Prince  Ahmed,  who  did  not  dissemble, 
and  loved  her  in  his  heart  as  much  as  he 
had  assured  her  by  these  Avords,  no  longer 
insisted  on  the  leave  he  had  asked ;  and  the 
fairy  exjiressed  her  satisfaction  thereat.  But 
as  he  could  not  absolutely  abandon  the  design 
he  had  formed  to  himself,  he  frequently  took 
an  oi)portimity  to  speak  to  her  of  the  great 
qualilications  of  the  sultan  his  father :  and 
above  all,  of  his  particular  tenderness  towards 
him,  in  hopes  he  might  at  length  be  able  to 
»uovc  her. 


As  prince  Ahmed  supposed,  the  sultan  of 
the  Indies,  in  the  midst  of  the  rejoicings  on 
account  of  prince  All's  and  princess  Nouron- 
nihar's  nuptials,  was  sensibly  afflicted  at  the 
absence  of  the  other  two  princes  his  sons, 
though  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  inform- 
ed of  the  resolution  prince  Houssain  had 
taken  to  forsake  the  world,  and  the  jtlace  he 
had  made  choice  of  for  his  retreat.  As  a 
good  father,  whose  happiness  consists  in 
seeing  his  children  about  him,  especially 
Avhen  they  are  deserving  of  his  tenderness, 
he  woidd  have  been  better  pleased  had  he 
stayed  at  his  court,  about  his  person ;  but  as 
he  could  not  disai^jn'ove  of  his  choice  of  the 
state  of  perfection  in  which  he  had  engaged, 
he  supported  his  absence  more  patiently. 
He  made  the  most  diligent  search  after 
prince  Ahmed,  and  despatched  couriers  to 
all  the  provinces  of  his  dominions,  with 
orders  to  the  governors  to  stop  him,  and 
oblige  him  to  return  to  court :  but  all  the 
pains  he  took  had  not  the  desired  success, 
and  his  trouble,  instead  of  diminishing, 
increased.  He  woidd  often  talk  with  his 
grand  vizier  about  it ;  and  say  to  him, 
"Vizier,  thou  knowest  I  always  loved  Ah- 
med the  best  of  all  my  sons  ;  and  thou  art 
not  insensible  of  the  means  I  have  used  to 
find  him  out,  without  success.  JNIy  grief  is 
so  lively,  I  shall  sink  under  it,  if  thou  hast 
not  compassion  on  me  :  if  tliou  hast  any  re- 
gard for  the  preservation  of  my  life,  I  con- 
jure thee  to  assist  and  advise  me." 

The  grand  vizier,  no  less  attached  to  the 
person  of  the  sidtan,  than  zealous  to  acquit 
himself  well  of  the  administration  of  the 
aff'airs  of  state,  considering  how  to  give  his 
sovereign  some  ease,  bethought  himself  of  a 
sorceress,  of  whom  he  had  heard  wonders, 
and  proposed  to  send  for  her  to  consult  her. 
The  sultan  consented,  and  the  grand  vizier, 
after  he  had  sent  for  her,  introduced  her  to 
him  himself. 

The  sultan  said  to  the  magician,  "The 
affliction  I  have  been  in  since  the  marriage 
of  my  son  prince  Ali  to  the  jmncess  Nouron- 
nihar,  my  niece,  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  prince  Ahmed,  is  so  well  known,  and  so 
public,  that  undoubtedlj'  thou  canst  be  no 
stranger  to  it.  By  thy  art  and  skill  canst 
thou  tell  me  what  is  become  of  him  ?  If  he 
is  alive,  where  is  he  ?  What  he  is  doing  ? 
and  if  I  may  hope  ever  to  see  him  again?" 
To  this  the  sorceress  made  answer,  "It  is 
impossible,  sir,  for  me,  though  never  so  skil- 
ful in  my  profession,  to  answer  immediately 
the  questions  your  majesty  asks  me ;  but 
if  you  allow  till  to-morrow,  I  will  give  au 
answer."  The  sultan  granted  her  the  time, 
and  sent  her  away,  with  a  promise  to  recom- 
pense her  well,  if  her  answer  proved  accord- 
ing to  his  desire. 

The  magician  returned  the  next  day,  and 
the  grand  vizier  presented  her  a  second  time 
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to  the  sultan.  "Sir,"  said  she,  "notwith- 
standing all  the  diligence  I  have  used  in 
a])plying  the  rules  of  my  art,  to  obey  your 
majesty  in  what  yon  desire  to  know,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  discover  anything  more 
than  that  jirince  Ahmed  is  alive.  This 
is  very  certain,  and  you  may  depend  on  it ; 
but  as  to  the  place  where  he  is,  I  cannot  find 
it  out." 

The  snltan  of  tlie  Indies  was  obliged  to  be 
satisfied  with  this  answer ;  which  left  him 
in  the  same  uneasiness  as  before  as  to  the 
prince's  fate. 

To  return  to  prince  Ahmed.  He  so  often 
entertained  the  fairy  Pari  Banou  with  talk- 
ing about  the  sultan  his  father,  without 
speaking  any  more  of  his  desire  to  see  him, 
that  she  fully  comprehended  what  he  meant ; 
and  perceiving  this  resti-aint  he  jnit  upon 
himself,  and  his  fear  of  dis])leasing  her  after 
her  first  refusal,  she  first  inferred  that  his 
love  for  her  was,  by  the  repeated  proofs  he 
had  given  her,  sincere;  and  then  judging 
by  herself  the  injustice  she  was  guilty  of  in 
oi)posing  a  son's  tenderness  for  his  father, 
and  endeavouring  to  make  him  renounce 
that  natural  inclination,  she  resolved  to 
grant  him  the  leave  which  she  saw  he 
alwaj'S  so  ardently  desired.  One  day  she 
said  to  him,  "Prince,  the  leave  you  have 
asked  me  to  go  and  see  the  sultan  your 
father  gave  me  a  just  fear  that  it  was  only 
a  pretext  to  shew  yoiir  inconstancy,  and  to 
leave  nic,  and  that  was  the  sole  motive  for 
ray  refusing  yon ;  Init  now  I  am  so  fully 
convinced  by  your  actions  and  words,  that 
I  can  depend  on  your  constancy,  and  the 
steadiness  of  your  love,  I  change  my  resolu- 
tion, and  grant  you  that  leave,  upon  con- 
dition that  you  will  swear  to  me  first  that 
your  absence  shall  not  be  long.  You  ought 
not  to  be  concerned  at  this  condition,  as  if 
I  asked  it  out  of  distrust.  I  do  it  only 
because  I  know  that  it  will  give  you  no 
uneasiness,  convinced  as  I  am,  as  I  have 
already  told  yo;i,  of  the  sincerity  of  your 
love." 

Prince  Ahmed  would  have  thrown  him- 
self at  the  fairy's  feet  to  shew  his  gratitude, 
but  she  prevented  him.  "My  sultaness," 
said  ho,  "I  am  sensible  of  the  great  favour 
you  grant  me,  but  want  words  to  return  the 
thanks  I  wish.  Supply  this  defect,  I  con- 
jure you,  and  whatever  you  can  suggest  to 
yourself,  be  jiersuaded  I  think  much  more. 
You  may  believe  that  the  oath  will  give  me 
no  uneasiness,  and  I  take  it  more  willingly, 
since  it  is  not  jjossible  for  me  to  live  with- 
out you.  I  go,  but  the  haste  I  will  make  to 
return  shall  shew  you  that  it  is  not  for  fear 
of  being  foresworn,  but  that  I  follow  my  in- 
clination, which  is  to  live  with  you  for  ever; 
and  if  1  am  absent  some  time  with  your 
consent,  I  shall  always  avoid  the  trouble  a 
too  long  absence  will  create  me." 


Pari  IJanou  was  the  more  charmed  with 
these  sentiments  of  Prince  Ahmed,  because 
they  removed  the  suspicions  she  had  enter- 
tained of  liim,  fearing  that  his  earnest  de- 
sire to  go  and  see  the  sultan  his  father  was 
only  a  pretext  to  break  his  faith  with  her. 
— "  Prince,"  said  she,  "go  when  you  please  ; 
but  first  do  not  take  it  amiss  that  I  give  yoii 
some  advice  how  you  shall  behave  yourself 
where  you  are  going.  First,  I  do  not  think 
it  proper  for  you  to  tell  the  sultan  your 
father  of  our  marriage,  nor  of  my  quality, 
nor  the  place  where  you  are  settled.  Beg 
of  him  to  be  satisfied  with  knowing  you  are 
happy,  and  that  you  desire  no  more ;  and 
let  him  know  that  the  sole  end  of  your  visit 
is  to  make  him  easy  about  your  fate." 

She  appointed  twenty  horsemen,  well 
mounted  and  equipped,  to  attend  him. 
When  all  was  ready,  prince  Ahmed  took  his 
leave  of  the  fairy,  emliraced  her,  and  re- 
newed his  promise  to  return  soon.  Then 
his  horse,  which  was  most  finely  caparisoned, 
and  was  as  beautiful  a  creature  as  any  in 
the  sultan  of  the  Indies'  stables,  was  brought 
to  him,  and  he  mounted  him  with  an"  extra- 
ordinary grace,  with  great  pleasure  to  the 
fairy  ;  and  after  he  had  bid  her  a  last  adieu, 
set  forward  on  his  journey. 

As  it  was  not  a  great  way  to  his  father's 
capital,  prince  Ahmed  soon  arrived  there. 
The  people,  glad  to  see  him  again,  received 
him  with  acclamations  of  joy,  and  followed 
him  in  crowds  to  the  sultan's  apartment. 
The  sultan  received  and  embraced  him  with 
great  joy ;  complaining  at  the  same  time, 
with  a  fatherly  tenderness,  of  the  affliction 
his  long  absence  had  been  to  him,  which  he 
said  was  the  more  grievous,  for  that  fortune 
having  decided  in  favour  of  prince  Ali  his 
brothe^r,  he  was  afraid  he  might  have  com- 
mitted some  act  of  despair. 

"  Sir,"  replied  prince  Ahmed,  "I  leave  it 
to  your  majesty  to  consider,  if,  after  having 
lost  the  princess  Nouronnihar,  who  was  the 
only  object  of  my  desires,  I  could  resolve  to 
be  a  witnessi  of  prince  All's  happiness.  If  I 
had  been  capable  of  so  unworthy  an  action, 
what  would  the  court  and  city  have  thought 
of  my  love,  or  what  your  majesty  ?  Love  is 
a  passion  we  cannot  throw  ofl"  when  we  will; 
it  rules  and  governs  us,  and  will  not  give  a 
true  lover  time  to  make  use  of  his  reason. 
Your  majesty  knows,  that  when  I  shot  my 
arrow,  the  most  extraordinary  thing  that 
ever  befell  anybody  happened  to  me,  that  in 
so  large  and  level  a  plain  as  that  where  the 
horses  ai-e  exercised,  it  should  not  be  pos- 
sible to  find  my  arrow.  I  lost  the  cause,  the 
justice  of  which  was  as  much  due  to  my 
love  as  to  that  of  the  princes  my  brothers. 
Though  thus  vanquished  by  the  caprice  of 
fate,  I  lost  no  time  in  vain  complaints ;  but, 
to  satisfy  my  jjcrplexed  muid,  in  the  adven- 
ture which  I  could  not  comprehend,  I  gave 
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my  attendants  the  slip,  and  returned  back 
again  alone  to  look  for  my  arrow.  I  souglat 
all  about  the  i)lace  where  Prince  Houssain's 
and  prince  All's  arrows  were  found,  and 
where  I  imagined  mine  must  have  fallen  ; 
but  all  my  labour  was  in  vain.  I  was  not 
discouraged,  but  continued  my  search  on  the 
same  ground  in  a  direct  line,  and  looked 
carefully  about  where  I  could  guess  it  might 
have  fallen  ;  and  after  this  manner  had  gone 
above  a  league,  without  being  able  to  meet 
with  anything  like  an  arrow,  when  I  reflected 
that  it  was  not  possible  that  mine  should 
fly  so  far.  I  stopped,  and  asked  myself 
whether  I  was  in  my  right  senses,  to  flatter 
myself  with  having  strength  enough  to  shoot 
an  arrow  so  much  farther  than  any  of  the 
greatest  heroes  in  the  world  were  able  to  do. 
After  I  had  argued  thus  with  myself,  I  was 
ready  to  alsandon  my  enterprise  ;  but  when 
I  was  on  the  point  of  putting  my  resolution 
in  execution,  I  found  myself  drawn  forward 
almost  against  my  will ;  and  after  having 
gone  four  leagues  to  that  part  of  the  plain 
where  it  is  bounded  by  rocks,  I  perceived 
an  arrow.  I  ran  and  took  it  up,  and  knew 
it  to  be  the  same  which  I  had  shot,  but 
which  had  not  been  found  in  the  time  or 
place  that  it  should  have  been.  Far  from 
thinking  your  majesty  had  done  me  any  in- 
justice in  declaring  for  my  brother  prince 
Ali,  I  interpreted  what  had  happened  to  mc 
quite  otherwise,  and  never  doubted  but  there 
was  a  mystery  in  it  to  my  advantage  ;  the 
discovery  of  which  I  ought  not  to  neglect, 
and  which  I  found  out  Avithout  going  farther 
from  the  spot.  But  as  to  this  mystery,  I 
beg  your  majesty  will  not  take  it  ill  that 
I  am  silent,  and  that  you  -will  be  satisfied 
to  know  from  my  own  mouth  that  I  am 
happy,  and  content  with  my  fate. 

' '  In  the  midst  of  all  my  happiness,  the 
only  thing  that  troubled  me,  or  was  capable 
of  disturbing  me,  was  the  uiieasiness  I  feared 
your  majesty  was  in,  upon  account  of  my 
leaving  the  court,  and  your  not  knowing 
what  was  become  of  me.  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  satisfy  you  on  this  point.  This  was 
the  only  motive  which  brought  me  hither; 
the  only  favour  I  ask  of  your  majesty  is  to 
give  me  leave  to  come  often  and  pay  you  my 
respects,  and  inquire  after  your  health. " 

"  Son,"  answered  the  sultan  of  the  Indies, 
"  I  cannot  refuse  you  the  leave  j'ou  ask  me, 
but  I  should  much  rather  you  'vvould  return 
and  stay  with  me.  At  least,  tell  me  where 
I  may  hear  of  you,  if  you  should  fail  to 
come,  or  when  I  may  think  your  presence 
necessary."  "Sir,"  replied  prince  Ahmed, 
"  what  your  majesty  asks  of  me  is  jiart  of 
the  mystery  I  sjioke  to  your  majesty  of.  I 
beg  of  you  to  give  me  leave  to  remain  silent 
on  this  head  ;  for  I  shall  come  so  frequently 
where  my  duty  calls,  that  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
sooner  be  thought  troublesome,  than  be  ac- 


cused of  negligence  in  my  duty,  when  my 
Ijresence  may  be  necessary." 

The  sultan  of  the  Indies  pressed  prince 
Ahmed  no  more,  but  said  to  him,  "Son,  I 
penetrate  no  further  into  your  secrets,  but 
leave  you  at  j^-our  liberty.     I  can  only  tell 
you,  that  you  coidd  not  do  me  a  greater 
pleasure  than  to  come,   and,  by  your  jire-    I 
sence,  restore  to  me  the  joy  I  have  not  felt   | 
for  a  long  time ;  and  that  you  shall  always 
be  welcome  when  you  come,  without  inter-    \ 
rupting  your  business  or  your  pleasure."  I 

Prince  Ahmed  stayed  but  three  days  at 
the  sultan  his  father's  court,  and  the  fourth 
returned  to  the  fairy  Pari  Banou,  who  re-    ! 
ceived  him  with  the  greater  joy,  as  she  did 
not    expect   him   so    soon.      His   diligence 
made  her  condemn  herself  for  suspecting  his    [ 
want  of  fidelity.     She  never  dissembled  in 
the  least,  but  frankly  owned  her  weakness   I 
to  the  prince,   and  asked  his  pardon.     So    j 
perfect  was  the  union  of  these  two  lovers, 
that  they  had  but  one  will  between  them. 

A  month  after  prince  Ahmed's  return 
from  paying  a  Ansit  to  his  father,  as  the  fairy 
Pari  Banou  had  observed,  that  since  the 
time  that  the  prince  gave  her  an  account  of 
his  journey,  and  his  conversation  with  his 
father,  in  which  he  asked  his  leave  to  come 
and  see  him  from  time  to  time,  he  had  never 
spoken  of  the  sultan,  as  if  there  had  been 
no  such  person  in  the  world,  whereas  before 
he  was  always  speaking  of  him,  she  thought 
he  forbore  on  her  account ;  and  therefore 
took  an  opportunity  to  say  to  him  one  day, 
"Tell  me,  prince,  have  you  forgotten  the 
sidtan  your  father  ?  Do  not  you  remember 
the  promise  you  made  to  go  and  see  him 
from  time  to  time?  For  my  part,  I  have 
not  forgotten  what  you  told  me  at  your  re- 
turn, and  put  you  in  mind  of  it,  that  you 
may  not  be  long  before  you  acquit  yourself 
of  your  promise  for  the  first  time." 

"Madam,"  replied  prince  Ahmed,  witU 
the  same  lively  tone  as  the  fairy  spoke  to 
him,  "  as  I  know  I  am  not  guilty  of  the 
forgetfulness  yoii  speak  of,  I  rather  choose 
to  be  thus  reproached,  however  undeserved- 
\^,  than  expose  myself  to  a  refusal,  by  shew- 
mg  unseasonably  a  desire  for  what  it  might 
have  given  you  jjain  to  grant."  "  Prince," 
said  the  fairy,  "I  would  not  have  you  in 
this  affair  have  so  much  consideration  for 
me,  since  it  is  a  month  since  you  have  seen 
the  sultan  your  father.  I  think  you  shoidd 
not  be  longer  than  a  month  before  you  re- 
new your  visit.  Pay  him  another  visit  to- 
morrow, and  after  that  go  and  see  him  once 
a  month,  without  speaking  to  me,  or  waiting 
for  my  leave.     I  readily  consent." 

Prince  Ahmed  went  the  next  morning 
with  the  same  attendants  as  before,  but 
much  finer,  and  himself  more  magnificently 
mounted,  equipped,  and  dressed,  and  was 
received  by  the  sultan  with  the  same  joy 
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aiul  satisfaction.  For  several  months  he 
constantly  paid  him  visits,  and  always  in  a 
richer  and  more  brilliant  oquipacje. 

At  last  some  viziers,  the  snltan's  favour- 
ites, who  judged  of  prince  Ahmed's  gran- 
deur and  power  by  the  figure  he  made, 
abused  the  liberty  the  sultan  gave  them  of 
speaking  to  him,  to  make  him  jealous  of  his 
son.  They  represented  to  him  that  it  was 
but  common  prudence  to  know  where  the 
prince  had  retired,  and  how  he  coidd  afford 
to  live  at  such  a  rate,  since  he  had  no 
revenue  nor  income  assigned  him,  and  that 
he  seemed  to  come  to  court  only  to  brave 
him,  by  affecting  to  shew  that  he  wanted 
nothing  of  him  to  live  like  a  prince,  and 
that  it  was  to  be  feared  he  might  stir  up 
the  people's  favour,  and  dethrone  him. 

The  sidtan  of  the  Indies  was  so  far  from 
thinking  that  prince  Ahmed  could  be  capable 
of  so  wicked  a  design,  as  his  favourites 
would  make  him  believe,  that  he  said  to 
them,  "You  are  mistaken;  my  son  loves 
me,  and  I  am  the  more  assured  of  his  ten- 
derness and  fidelity,  as  I  have  given  him  no 
reason  to  be  disgusted. " 

Upon  these  last  words,  one  of  the  favour- 
ites took  an  opportunity  to  say,  "  Yoiir 
majesty,  in  the  opinion  of  the  most  sensible 
people,  could  not  have  taken  a  better 
method  than  what  you  have  done  with  the 
three  princes,  respecting  their  marriage  with 
the  princess  Nouronnihar ;  but  who  knows 
whether  prince  Ahmed  has  submitted  to  his 
fate  with  the  same  resignation  as  prince 
Houssain?  May  not  he  imagine  that  he 
alone  deserved  her,  and  that  your  majesty, 
by  leaving  that  matter  to  be  decided  by 
chance,  has  done  him  injustice? 

"Your  majesty  may  say,"  added  the 
malicious  favourite,  "that  prince  Ahmed 
has  given  no  sign  of  dissatisfaction ;  that 
our  fears  are  vain  ;  that  we  are  too  easily 
alarmed,  and  are  to  blame  to  suggest  to  you 
suspicions  of  this  sort,  which  may,  perhaps, 
be  unfounded,  against  a  prince  of  your 
l)lood.  But,  sir,"  pursued  the  favourite, 
"  it  may  be  also  these  suspicions  may  be 
well  groimded.  Your  majesty  is  sensible, 
that  in  so  nice  and  important  an  affair,  you 
cannot  be  too  much  ujjon  your  guard,  and 
should  take  the  safest  course.  Consider,  it 
is  the  prince's  business  to  dissemble,  amuse, 
and  deceive  you ;  and  the  danger  is  the 
greater  as  the  prince  resides  not  far  from 
your  capital;  and  if  your  majesty  gave  but 
the  same  attention  that  we  do,  you  may  ob- 
serve that  every  time  he  comes,  he  and  liis 
attendants  are  fresh,  and  their  clothes  and 
their  horses'  housings  are  clean  and  bright, 
as  if  they  were  come  from  the  maker's  hands, 
and  their  horses  look  as  if  they  had  only 
been  walked  out.  These  are  sufficient  signs 
that  prince  Ahmed  does  not  come  a  great 
way;    so  that  we  shoiUd   think  ourselves 


wanting  in  our  duty  if  we  did  not  make  our 
humble  remonstrances,  that,  for  your  own 
preservation  and  the  good  of  your  people, 
you  might  take  such  measures  as  you  shall 
think  fit." 

When  the  favourite  had  made  an  end  of 
this  long  speech,  the  sultan  said,  "  Be  it  as 
it  will,  i  do  not  believe  my  son  Ahmed  is  so 
wicked  as  yon  would  persuade  mc  he  is  ; 
however,  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  good 
advice,  and  do  not  doubt  that  it  proceeds 
from  a  good  intention." 

The  sidtan  of  the  Indies  said  this,  that  his 
favourites  might  not  know  the  impressions 
their  discourse  had  made  on  his  mind.  He 
was,  however,  so  much  alarmed  by  it,  that 
he  resolved  to  have  prince  Ahmed  watched, 
unknown  to  his  grand  vizier.  For  this  end 
he  sent  for  the  female  magician,  who  was 
introduced  by  a  private  door  into  his  closet. 
"  You  told  me  the  truth,"  said  he,  "when 
you  assured  me  my  son  Ahmed  was  alive, 
for  which  I  am  obliged  to  you.  You  must 
do  me  another  pleasure.  I  have  seen  him 
since,  and  he  comes  to  my  court  every 
month  ;  but  I  cannot  learn  from  him  where 
he  resides,  and  I  did  not  wish  to  force  his 
secret  out  of  him,  but  believe  you  are  cap- 
able of  satisfying  my  curiosity,  without 
letting  him,  or  any  of  my  court,  know 
anything  of  the  matter.  You  know  that 
at  this  present  time  he  is  here  with  me,  and 
is  used  to  go  away  without  taking  leave  of 
me,  or  any  of  my  court.  Go  immediately 
upon  the  road,  and  watch  him  so  well,  as 
to  find  out  where  he  retires,  and  brmg  me 
word." 

The  magician  left  the  sultan,  and  knowing 
the  place  where  prince  Ahmed  found  his 
arrow,  went  immediately  thither,  and  hid 
herself  near  the  rocks,  so  that  nobody  could 
see  her. 

The  next  morning  prince  Ahmed  set  out 
by  daybreak,  without  taking  leave  either  of 
the  sultan  or  any  of  his  court,  according  to 
custom.  The  magician  seeing  him  coming, 
followed  him  with  her  eyes,  till  on  a  sudden 
she  lost  sight  of  him  and  his  attendants. 

The  steG]iness  of  the  rocks  formed  an  in- 
surmountable barrier  to  men,  whether  on 
horseback  or  on  foot,  so  that  the  magician 
judged  that  there  were  but  two  ways  ;  either 
that  the  prince  retired  into  some  cavern,  or 
into  some  jjlace  under  ground,  the  abode  of 
genies  or  fairies.  When  she  thought  the 
prince  and  his  attendants  were  out  of  sight 
and  returned  into  the  cavern  or  subterra- 
neous place  she  imagined,  she  came  out  of 
the  place  where  she  had  hid  herself,  and 
went  directly  to  the  hollow  way  where  she 
had  seen  them  go  in.  She  entered  it,  going 
and  returning  several  times,  and  proceeding 
to  the  spot  where  it  terminated  in  many 
windings,  looking  carefully  about  on  all 
sides.      But   notwithstanding   all   her   dili- 
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gence,  she  could  perceive  no  opening,  nor 
the  iron  gate  which  prince  Ahmed  disco- 
vered :  for  this  door  was  to  be  seen  by  and 
opened  to  none  but  men,  and  only  to  such 
men  -whose  presence  was  agreeable  to  the 
fairy  Pari  Banou,  and  not  at  all  to  women. 

The  magician,  who  saw  it  was  in  vain  for 
her  to  search  any  farther,  was  obliged  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  discovery  she  had  made, 
and  returned  to  give  the  sultan  an  account. 
"When  she  had  told  him  what  she  had  done, 
she  added,  "Your  majesty  may  easily  under- 
stand, after  what  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
tell  you,  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  give 
you  the  satisfaction  you  desire  concerning 
prince  Ahmed's  conduct.  I  wiU  not  tell  you 
now  what  I  think,  but  choose  to  let  you  know 
in  a  way  that  M'ill  not  suffer  you  to  doubt  of 
it.  To  do  this,  1  only  ask  time,  and  that 
you  will  have  patience,  and  give  me  leave  to 
do  it  without  inquiring  what  measures  I  de- 
sign to  take." 

The  sidtan  was  very  well  pleased  with  the 
magician's  conduct,  and  said  to  her,  "Do 
you  as  you  think  fit ;  I  will  wait  patiently 
the  event  of  your  promises."  And  to  en- 
courage her,  he  made  her  a  present  of  a  dia- 
mond of  great  value,  telling  her  it  was  only 
an  earnest  of  tlie  ample  recompense  she 
should  receive  when  she  had  done  him  that 
important  piece  of  service,  which  he  left  to 
her  management. 

As  prince  Ahmed,  after  he  had  obtained 
the  fairy  Pari  Banou's  leave  to  go  to  the 
sultan  of  the  Indies'  court,  never  failed  once 
a  month,  and  the  magician  knowing  the 
time,  went  a  day  or  two  before  to  the  foot 
of  the  rock,  where  she  lost  sight  of  the 
prince  and  his  attendants,  and  waited  there 
with  an  intention  to  execute  the  project  she 
had  formed. 

The  next  morning  iirince  Ahmed  went  out 
as  usual  at  the  iron  gate,  with  the  same  at- 
tendants as  before,  and  passed  by  the  magi- 
cian, whom  he  knew  not  to  be  such  ;  and 
seeing  her  lie  with  her  head  upon  the  rock, 
and  complaining  as  if  she  was  in  great  pain, 
he  pitied  her,  turned  his  horse  about,  and 
went  to  her,  and  asked  her  what  was  the 
matter  yA'Ca.  her,  and  what  he  could  do  to 
relieve  her. 

The  artful  sorceress,  without  lifting  up 
her  head,  looked  at  the  prince  in  a  manner 
to  increase  his  compassion,  already  excited, 
and  answered  in  broken  words  and  sighs,  as 
if  she  could  hardly  fetch  her  breath,  that  she 
was  going  to  the  city,  but  in  the  way  thither 
was  taken  with  so  violent  a  fever,  that  her 
strength  failed  her,  and  she  was  forced  to 
stop  and  lie  down  where  he  saw  her,  far 
from  any  habitation,  and  without  any  hopes 
of  assistance. 

"Good  woman,"  replied  prince  Ahmed, 
•' j'ou  are  not  so  far  from  help  as  you  ima- 
eine.     I  am  ready  to  assist  you,  and  convey 


you  where  you  shall  not  only  have  all  pos- 
slide  care  taken  of  you,  but  where  you  will 
find  a  si)eedy  cure ;  only  get  up,  and  let  ono 
of  my  people  take  you  behind  him." 

At  these  words,  the  magician,  who  pre- 
tended sickness  only  to  know  where  the 
])rince  lived,  what  he  did,  and  what  was  his 
situation,  did  not  refuse  the  charitable  offer 
he  made  her  so  freely  ;  and,  to  shew  her  ac- 
ceptance of  it  rather  by  her  actions  than  by 
her  words,  she  made  many  affected  efforts 
to  get  lip,  pretending  that  the  violence  of 
her  illness  prevented  her.  At  the  same 
time,  two  of  the  prince's  attendants  alight- 
ing off  their  horses,  helped  her  up,  and  set 
her  behind  another.  They  mounted  their 
horses  again,  and  followed  the  prince  who 
turned  back  to  the  iron  gate,  which  was 
opened  by  one  of  his  retinue,  who  rid  before. 
When  he  came  into  the  outward  court  of 
the  fairy's  palace,  without  dismounting  him- 
self, he  sent  to  tell  her  he  wanted  to  speak 
^\■ith  her. 

The  fairy  Pari  Banou  came  with  all  ima- 
ginable haste,  not  knowing  what  made 
prince  Ahmed  return  so  soon ;  who,  not 
giving  her  time  to  ask  him  the  reason,  said, 
' '  My  princess,  I  desire  you  would  have 
compassion  on  this  good  woman,"  jiointing 
to  tlie  magician,  who  was  taken  off  the  horse 
by  two  of  his  retinue  :  "I  found  her  in  the 
condition  you  see  her  in,  and  jiromised  her 
tlie  assistance  she  stands  in  need  of.  I  re- 
commend her  to  your  care,  and  am  persuaded 
that  you,  from  inclination,  as  well  as  at  my 
request,  will  not  abandon  her." 

The  fairy  Pari  Banou,  who  had  her  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  i)retended  sick  woman  all  the 
time  that  the  prince  was  talking  to  her,  or- 
dered two  of  her  women  who  followed  her 
to  take  her  from  the  two  men  that  held 
her,  and  carry  her  into  an  apartment  of  the 
palace,  and  take  as  much  care  of  her  as  of 
herself. 

Whilst  the  two  women  executed  the  fairy's 
commands,  she  went  up  to  prince  Ahmed, 
and  whispering  him  in  the  eai-,  said, 
"Prince,  I  commend  your  compassion, 
which  is  worthy  of  you  and  your  birth.  I 
take  great  pleasure  in  gratifying  your  good 
intention  ;  but  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  1 
am  afraid  it  will  be  but  ill  rewarded.  This 
woman  is  not  so  sick  as  she  i)retends  to  be ; 
and  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  she  is  not 
sent  hither  on  purpose  to  occasion  yon  great 
trouble.  But  do  not  be  concerned,  let  what 
will  be  devised  against  you  ;  be  pei'suaded 
that  I  will  deliver  you  out  of  all  the  snares 
that  shall  be  laid  for  you.  Go  and  pursue 
your  journey." 

This  discourse  of  the  fairy's  did  not  in  the 
least  alarm  prince  Ahmed.  "My  princess," 
said  he,  "  as  I  do  not  remember  I  ever  did, 
or  designed  to  do,  anybody  an  injury,  I  can- 
not believe  anybody  can  have  a  thought  of 


PRINCE  AHMED,  AND  THE  EAIRY  PARI  DANOU. 


doing  me  one  ;  but  if  they  have,  I  shall  not 
forbear  doing  good,  whenever  I  have  an  op- 
l)ortuuity."  So  saying,  ho  took  leave  of  the 
fairy,  and  set  forward  again  for  his  father's 
capital,  where  he  soon  arrived,  and  was 
received  as  usual  by  the  sidtan,  wlio  con- 
strained himself  as  much  as  possible,  to  dis- 
guise the  trouble  arising  from  the  suspicions 
suggested  by  his  favourites. 

In  the  meantime,  the  two  women  to 
whom  the  fairy  Pari  Banou  had  given  her 
orders  carried  the  magician  into  a  veiy  fine 
apartment,  richly  furnished.  First,  they  set 
her  down  upon  a  sofa,  with  her  back  su]i- 
])orted  with  a  cushion  of  gold  brocade,  while 
they  made  a  bed  on  the  same  sofa  before 
her,  the  cpiilt  of  which  was  finely  embroi- 
dered with  silk,  the  sheets  of  the  iiuest  linen, 
and  the  coverlet  cloth  of  gold.  When  they 
had  put  her  into  bed,  (for  the  old  sorceress 
pretended  that  her  fever  was  so  violent,  she 
could  not  help  herself  in  tlie  least,)  one  of 
the  women  went  out,  and  returned  soon  again 
with  a  china  cup  in  her  hand,  full  of  a  cer- 
tain liquor,  which  she  presented  to  the  ma- 
gician, while  the  other  helped  her  to  sit  up. 
"Drink  this  liquor,"  said  she;  "it  is  the 
water  of  the  fountain  of  lions,  and  a  sove- 
reign remedy  against  all  fevers  whatsoever. 
You  will  find  the  effect  of  it  in  less  than  an 
hoiir's  time." 

The  magician,  to  dissemble  the  better, 
took  it,  after  a  great  deal  of  entreaty,  as  if 
she  was  very  much  averse  to  take  that 
potion ;  but  at  last  she  took  the  china  cup, 
and  shaking  her  head,  as  if  she  did  great 
violence  to  herself,  swallowed  the  liquor. 
When  she  was  laid  down  again,  the  two 
women  covered  her  uj).  "Lie  quiet,"  said 
she  who  brought  her  the  china  cup,  "and 
get  a  little  sleep  if  you  can.  AVe  wiU  leave 
you,  and  hope  to  find  you  perfectly  cured 
when  we  come  an  hour  hence." 

The  magician,  Avho  came  not  to  act  a 
sick  part  long,  but  only  to  discover  prince 
Ahmed's  retreat,  and  Avhat  made  him  leave 
his  father's  court,  being  fully  satisfied  in 
what  she  wanted  to  know,  would  willingly 
have  declared  that  the  potion  had  then  had 
its  effects,  so  great  was  her  desire  to  return 
to  the  sultan,  to  inform  him  of  the  success  of 
her  commission  ;  but  as  she  had  been  told 
that  the  potion  did  not  operate  immediately, 
she  was  forced  to  wait  the  women's  return. 

The  two  women  came  again  at  the  time 
they  said  they  should,  and  found  the  magi- 
ciaji  up  and  dressed,  and  seated  on  the  sofa, 
■who,  when  she  saw  them  open  the  door  of 
the  apartment,  cried  out,  "  O  the  admirable 
potion  !  it  has  wrought  its  cure  much  sooner 
than  you  told  me  it  woidd,  and  I  have  waited 
a  long  time  with  impatience,  to  desire  you 
to  carry  me  to  your  charitable  mistress,  to 
thank  her  for  lier  kindness,  for  which  1  shall 
always  be  obliged  to  her.  since,  being  thus 


cured  as  by  a  miracle,  I  woidd  not  lose  time, 
but  prosecute  my  journey." 

The  two  women,  who  were  fairies  aa  well 
as  their  mistress,  after  they  had  tohl  the 
magician  how  glad  they  were  that  she  Avag 
cured  so  soon,  wallccd  before  her,  and  con- 
ducted her  through  several  apartments,  all 
more  superb  than  that  wherein  she  lay,  into 
a  large  hall,  the  most  richly  and  magnifi- 
cently furnished  of  all  the  palace. 

Pari  Banou  was  seated  in  this  hall,  on  a 
throne  of  massy  gold,  enriched  with  dia- 
monds, rubies,  and  pearls  of  an  extraordi- 
nary size,  and  attended  on  each  hand  by  a 
great  number  of  beautiful  fairies,  all  richly 
dressed.  At  the  sight  of  so  much  majesty, 
the  magician  was  not  only  dazzled,  but  waf? 
so  struck,  that  after  she  had  prostrated  her- 
self before  the  throne,  she  could  not  open 
her  lips  to  thank  the  fairy,  as  she  proposed. 
However,  Pari  Banou  saved  her  the  trouble, 
and  said  to  her,  "  Good  woman,  I  am  glad  I 
had  an  opportunity  to  oblige  you,  and  to  see 
you  are  able  to  pursue  yoiu-  journey.  I  will 
not  detain  you ;  but  perhaps  you  may  not 
be  displeased  to  see  my  palace  :  follow  my 
women,  and  they  will  shew  it  you." 

The  old  sorceress,  who  had  not  power  nor 
courage  to  say  a  Avord,  jirostrated  herself  a 
second  time,  with  her  head  on  the  carpet 
that  covered  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  so 
took  her  leave,  and  was  conducted  by  the 
two  fairies  through  all  the  same  apartments 
which  were  shewn  to  prince  Ahmed  at  his 
first  arrival  there,  and  at  sight  of  their  un- 
common magnilicenco  she  made  frequent 
exclamations.  But  what  surprised  her  most 
of  all  was,  that  the  two  fairies  told  her,  that 
all  she  saw  and  admired  so  much  was  a 
mere  sketch  of  their  mistress's  grandeur  and 
riches  ;  and  that  in  the  extent  of  her  do- 
minions she  had  so  many  palaces  that  they 
could  not  tell  the  number  of  them,  all  of  dif- 
ferent plans  and  architecture,  and  equally 
magnificent  and  superb.  In  talking  of  many 
other  particulars,  they  led  her  at  last  to  the 
iron  gate  at  which  prince  Ahmed  lirought 
her  in,  and  after  she  had  taken  her  leave  of 
them,  and  thanked  them  for  their  trouble, 
they  opened  it,  and  wished  her  a  good 
journey. 

After  the  magician  had  gone  a  little  way, 
she  turned  back  again  to  observe  the  door 
and  know  it  again,  but  all  in  vain ;  for,  aa 
was  before  observed,  it  was  invisible  to  her 
and  all  other  women.     Except  in  this  cir- 
cumstance, she  was  very  well  satisfied  with 
executing  the   commission   she  had  under- 
taken,   and   posted    away   to    the    sultan. 
When  she  came  to  the  cajjital,  she  went  by 
1  a  great  many  by-ways  to  the  private  door  of 
I  the  palace.      The  sultan  being  informed  of 
I  her  arrival,  sent  for  her  into  his  ajiartment, 
I  and  perceiving  a  melancholy  hang  upon  her 
I  countenance,  he  thought  she  had  not  3U.J- 
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ceeded,  and  said  to  her,  "  By  your  looks  I 
guess  that  your  journey  has  been  to  no  pur- 
pose, and  that  yon  have  not  made  the  dis- 
covery I  expected  from  your  diligence." 
"Sir,"  replied  the  magician,  "your  majesty 
must  give  mc  leave  to  represent  to  you, 
that  you  ought  not  to  judge  by  my  looks 
wliether  or  no  I  have  acquitted  myself  well 
in  the  execution  of  the  commands  you  were 
pleased  to  honour  me  with ;  but  Ijy  the 
faithful  report  I  shall  make  you  of  all  that 
has  happened  to  me,  and  by  which  you  will 
lind  that  I  have  not  neglected  anything  that 
could  render  me  worthy  of  your  api)rol5a- 
tion.  The  melancholy  you  observe  in  my 
face  proceeds  from  another  cause  than  tlie 
Avant  of  success,  which  I  hope  your  majesty 
will  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  be 
content  with.  I  do  not  tell  you  the  cause  ; 
the  relation  I  am  going  to  give  wiU,  if  you 
have  patience,  inform  you  of  it." 

Then  the  magician  related  to  the  sultan 
of  the  Indies  how  she  i^retended  to  be  sick, 
prince  Ahmed  compassionating  her,  had  her 
carried  into  a  subterraneous  abode,  and  i)rc- 
scntcd  and  recommended  her  himself  to  a 
fairy  of  incomparable  beauty,  desiring  her 
by  her  care  to  restore  her  hedth.  Then  she 
told  him  with  how  much  condescension  the 
fairy  jiresently  ordered  two  fairies  that  at- 
tended her,  to  take  care  of  her,  and  not  to 
leave  her  till  she  was  recovered  ;  ' '  which 
great  condescension,"  said  she,  "could  pro- 
ceed from  no  other  person  biit  from  a  wife  to 
a  husband."  Afterwards  the  old  sorceress 
failed  not  to  exaggerate  on  her  surprise  at 
the  front  of  the  palace,  which  she  said  had 
not  its  fellow  in  the  world,  while  the  two 
fairies  held  her  by  each  arm,  like  a  sick 
person,  as  she  feigned  to  be,  that  could  not 
walk  or  su])port  herself.  She  gave  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  care  they  took  of  her, 
after  they  had  led  her  into  another  apart- 
ment; of  the  iiotion  they  made  her  drink, 
and  of  the  quickness  of  her  cure,  which  she 
pretended  as  well  as  her  sickness,  thoiigh 
she  doiibted  not  the  virtue  of  the  draught ; 
the  majesty  of  the  fairy  seated  on  a  throne, 
brilliant  with  jewels,  the  value  of  which  ex- 
ceeded all  the  riches  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Indies,  and  all  the  other  riches  beyond 
computation  contained  in  that  vast  palace. 

Here  the  magician,  finishing  the  relation 
of  the  success  of  her  commission,  and  con- 
timung  her  discourse,  said,  "What  does 
your  majesty  think  of  these  unheard-of 
riches  of  the  fairy  ?  Perhaps  you  will  say, 
you  are  struck  with  admiration,  and  rejoice 
at  the  good  fortune  of  prince  Ahmed  j^our 
son,  who  enjoys  them  in  common  with  the 
fairy.  For  my  part,  sir,  I  beg  of  your  ma- 
jesty to  forgive  me,  if  I  take  the  liberty  to 
remonstrate  to  you,  that  I  think  otherwise, 
and  that  I  shudder  when  I  consider  the 
misfortunes  which  may  happen  to  you  from 


it.  And  this  is  the  cause  of  the  melancholy 
which  I  could  not  so  Avell  dissemble,  but 
that  you  soon  perceived  it.  I  would  believe 
that  prince  Ahmed,  by  his  own  good  dispo- 
sition, is  incapable  of  imdertaking  anything 
against  your  majesty  ;  but  who  can  answer 
that  the  fairy,  by  her  attractions  and  ca- 
resses, and  the  iniluence  she  has  already 
over  him,  may  not  inspire  him  with  a  dan- 
gerous design  of  dethroning  your  majesty 
and  seizing  the  crown  of  the  Indies?  This 
is  what  your  majesty  ought  to  consider' as  a 
serious  affair  of  the  utmost  importance." 

Though  the  sidtan  of  the  Indies  was  very 
well  persuaded  that  prince  Ahmed's  natural 
disposition  was  good,  yet  he  could  not  help 
being  moved  at  the  discourse  of  the  old 
sorceress,  and  said,  "  I  thank  you  for  the 
pains  you  have  taken,  and  your  wholesome 
caution,  I  am  so  sensible  of  the  great 
importance  it  is  to  me,  that  I  shall  take 
advice  upon  it." 

He  was  consulting  with  his  favourites, 
when  he  was  told  of  the  magician's  arrival. 
He  ordered  her  to  follow  him  to  them.  He 
acquainted  them  with  what  he  had  learnt, 
and  communicated  to  them  also  the  reason 
he  had  to  fear  the  fairy's  influence  over  the 
prince,  and  asked  them  what  measures  they 
thought  most  proper  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
so  great  a  misfortune.  One  of  the  favour- 
ites, taking  upon  himself  to  speak  for  the 
rest,  said,  "  Your  majesty  knows  who  must 
be  the  author  of  this  mischief.  In  order  to 
prevent  it,  now  he  is  in  your  court,  and  in 
yoiir  power,  you  ought  not  to  hesitate  to 
put  hint  under  arrest.  I  will  not  say,  take 
away  his  life,  for  that  woidd  make  too  much 
noise  ;  but  make  him  a  close  prisoner  while 
he  lives."  This  advice  all  the  other  favour- 
ites unanimously  applauded. 

The  magician,  who  thought  it  too  violent, 
asked  the  sultan  leave  to  s^jeak,  which  being 
granted,  she  said,  "  Sir,  I  am  persuaded  the 
zeal  of  your  counsellors  for  your  majesty's 
interest  makes  them  propose  arresting  prince 
Ahmed ;  but  they  will  not  take  it  amiss  if 
I  offer  to  your  and  their  consideration,  that 
if  you  arrest  the  prince,  you  must  also  de- 
tain his  retinue.  But  they  are  all  genies. 
Do  they  think  it  will  be  so  easy  to  surprise, 
seize,  and  secure  their  persons  ?  Will  they 
not  disappear,  by  the  property  they  possess 
of  rendering  themselves  invisible,  and  trans- 
port themselves  instantly  to  the  fairy,  and 
give  her  an  account  of  the  insult  offered  her 
husband  ?  And  can  it  lie  supposed  she  will 
let  it  go  unrcvenged  ?  But  would  it  not  be 
better,  if  by  any  other  means,  which  might 
not  make  so  great  a  noise,  the  sultan  could 
secure  himself  against  any  ill  designs  princfe 
Ahmed  may  have  against  him,  and  not  in- 
volve ]iis  nnijesty's  honour,  or  anybody  sus- 
pect him  of  any  ill  design?  If  his  majesty 
has  any  confidence  in  my  advice,  as  icuies 
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ami  fairies  cau  do  things  imjiracticable  to 
men,  he  will  i)ique  prince  Ahmed's  honour, 
and  engage  him,  Ijy  means  of  the  fairy,  to 
procure  certain  advantages,  under  pretence 
of  deriving  a  great  return,  for  which  he  will 
be  obliged  to  him.  For  example,  every 
time  your  majesty  takes  the  iield,  you  arc 
obHged  to  be  at  a  great  exjjcnse,  not  only 
in  pavilions  and  teats  for  yourselves  and 
army,  but  likewise  in  mules  and  camels, 
and  other  l)easts  of  burden,  to  carry  their 
baggage.  JSIight  not  you  engage  him  to  use 
his  interest  with  the  fairy  to  procure  you  a 
tent  which  might  be  carried  in  a  man's 
hand,  and  which  should  be  so  large  as  to 
shelter  your  whole  army  ? 

"I  necil  say  no  more  to  your  majesty.  If 
the  prince  brings  such  a  tent,  you  may 
]nake  a  great  many  other  demands  of  the 
same  nature,  so  that  at  last  he  may  sink 
under  the  difficulties  and  the  impossibility 
of  executing  them,  however  fertile  in  nieaus 
and  inventions  the  fairy  who  has  enticed 
him  from  you  by  her  enchantments  may 
be  ;  so  that  in  time  he  will  be  ashamed  to 
ai)iicar,  and  will  be  forced  to  pass  the  rest 
of  his  life  with  his  fairy,  excluded  from  any 
commerce  -with  this  world ;  and  then  your 
majesty  wUl  have  nothing  to  fear  from  him, 
and  cannot  be  reproached  with  so  detest- 
al)le  an  action  as  the  shedding  of  a  son's 
blood,  or  confining  him  in  a  prison  for  life." 

When  the  magician  had  finished  her 
speech,  the  sidtan  asked  his  favourites  if 
they  had  anything  1  letter  to  propose ;  and 
finding  them  all  silent,  determined  to  follow 
the  magician's  advice,  as  the  most  reason- 
able and  most  agreeable  to  his  mild  manner 
of  government. 

The  next  day,  when  the  prince  came  into 
his  father's  presence,  who  was  talking  with 
his  favourites,  and  had  sat  down  )jy  him, 
after  a  conversation  on  different  subjects, 
the  sultan  addressing  himself  to  prince 
Ahmed,  said,  ".Son,  when  you  came  and 
dispelled  those  clouds  of  melancholy  which 
your  long  absence  had  brought  upon  me, 
you  made  the  place  you  had  chosen  for  your 
retreat  a  mystery  to  me.  I  was  satisfied 
with  seeing  you  again,  and  knowing  that 
you  was  content  with  your  condition,  and 
wished  not  to  penetrate  into  your  secret, 
which  I  found  you  did  not  care  I  shovdd.  I 
know  not  what  reason  j'ou  had  thus  to  treat 
a  father,  who  ever  did  and  still  continues  to 
express  what  interest  he  takes  in  your  hap- 
piness. I  know  your  good  fortune.  I  re- 
joice with  you,  and  very  much  approve  of 
your  conduct  in  marrying  a  fairy  so  worthy 
of  your  love,  and  so  rich  and  powerful, 
as  I  am  informed.  Powerful  as  I  am, 
it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  have  procured 
so  gi-eat  a  match  for  you.  Now  you  are 
raised  to  so  high  a  rank,  as  to  be  envied  by 
everybody,  but  a  father  like  me,  I  not  only 


desii-e  you  to  preserve  the  good  understand- 
ing we  have  lived  in  hitherto,  but  that  you 
will  use  all  your  credit  with  your  fauy  to 
obtain  for  me  her  assistance  when  I  may 
want  it.  I  therefore  will  make  a  trial  of 
your  interest  this  day. 

"You  arc  not  insensilile  at  what  a  gTeat 
expense,  not  to  say  trouble  to  my  generals, 
officers,  and  myself,  every  time  1  take  the 
field,  they  jjrovide  tents  and  pavilions,  and 
mides  and  camels,  and  other  beasts  of  bur- 
den, to  carry  tliem.  If  you  consider  the 
pleasure  you  would  do  me,  I  am  persuaded 
you  coiUd  easily  procure  from  her  a  pavilion 
that  might  be  carried  in  a  man's  hand,  and 
which  woidd  extend  over  my  whole  army ; 
especially  when  you  let  her  knov.r  it  is  for 
me.  Though  it  may  be  a  difficult  thing, 
she  will  not  refuse  you.  All  the  world 
knows  fairies  are  capable  of  doing  most 
extraordinary  things." 

Prince  Ahmed  never  expected  that  the 
sidtan  his  father  would  have  asked  such  a 
thing,  which  at  first  sight  appeared  to  hira 
so  difficult,  not  to  say  impossible.  Though 
he  knew  not  absolutely  how  great  the  power 
of  genies  and  fairies  was,  he  doubted  whether 
it  extended  so  far  as  to  furnish  such  a  tent 
as  his  father  desired.  Moreover,  he  had 
never  asked  anything  like  it  of  the  fairy  Pari 
Banou,  but  was  satisfied  with  the  continual 
proofs  she  had  given  him  of  her  passion,  and 
he  foi-got  nothing  to  persuade  her  that  his 
heart  perfectly  corresponded,  without  any 
views  of  interest,  beyond  maintaining  him- 
self in  her  good  graces  :  therefore  he  was  in 
the  greatest  embarrassment  what  answer  to 
make.  At  last  he  re])lied,  "If,  sir,  I  have 
concealed  from  your  majesty  what  happened 
to  me,  and  what  course  I  took  after  the  find- 
ing my  arrow,  the  reason  was,  that  I  thought 
it  was  of  no  great  importance  to  you  to  be 
informed  of  them  ;  and  though  I  know  not 
how  this  mystery  has  been  revealed  to  you, 
I  cannot  deny  but  your  information  is  very 
just.  I  have  married  the  fairy  you  speak  of. 
T  love  her,  and  am  persuaded  she  loves  me. 
But  I  can  say  nothing  as  to  the  influence 
your  majesty  believes  I  have  over  her.  It 
is  what  I  have  not  yet  made  an  experiment 
of,  nor  thought  of,  and  should  be  very  glad 
you  would  dis])ense  with  my  undertaking  it, 
and  let  me  enjoy  the  hap])iness  of  loving  and 
being  loved,  with  all  the  disinterestedness 
I  proposed  to  myself.  But  the  demand  of  a 
father  is  a  command  upon  every  child,  who, 
like  me,  thinks  it  his  duty  to  obay  him  in 
everything.  And  though  it  is  with  the 
greatest  reluctance  imaginable,  I  will  not 
fail  to  ask  my  wife  the  favour  your  majesty 
desires,  but  will  not  promise  you  to  obtain 
it ;  and  if  1  should  not  have  the  honour  to 
come  again  to  pay  you  my  respects,  that 
shall  be  the  sign  that  I  have  not  had  success : 
but  beforehand,  I  desire  you  to  forgive  me, 
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ami  consider  tliat  yoxi  yourself  have  reduced 
rae  to  this  extremity." 

"Sou,"  replied  the  sidtan  of  the  Indies, 
"I  should  be  very  soi-ry  that  what  I  ask  of 
you  should  give  you  reason  to  cause  me  the 
grief  of  never  seeing  you  more.  I  find  you 
do  not  know  the  power  a  husband  has  over 
a  wife ;  and  yours  woidd  shew  that  her  love 
to  you  was  very  indiflerent,  if  she,  with  the 
power  she  has  as  a  fairy,  should  refuse  you 
so  trifling  a  request  as  this  I  desire  you  to 
ask  of  her  for  my  sake.  Lay  aside  your 
fears,  which  pi-oceed  from  your  believing 
yourself  not  to  be  loved  so  well  as  you  love 
her.  Go  ;  only  ask  her.  You  will  find  the 
fairy  loves  you  ])etter  than  you  imagine ;  and 
remember,  that  people,  for  want  of  asking, 
often  lose  gi-eat  advantages.  Think  with 
yourself,  that  as  you  love  her,  you  could  re- 
fuse her  nothing;  therefore,  if  she  loves  yoii, 
she  will  not  deny  your  requests." 

All  this  discourse  of  the  sultau  of  the 
Indies  could  not  persuade  prince  Ahmed, 
who  would  rather  he  woidd  have  asked  any- 
thing else,  than  to  expose  him  to  the  hazard 
of  displeasing  his  dear  Pari  Banou  ;  and  so 
great  was  his  vexation,  that  he  left  the  court 
two  days  sooner  than  he  iised  to  do. 

When  he  returned,  the  fairj^  to  whom  he 
alvvaj'S  before  appeared  with  a  gay  counte- 
nance, asked  him  the  cause  of  the  alteration 
she  perceived  in  his  looks ;  and  finding,  that 
instead  of  answering  her,  he  inquired  after 
her  health,  to  avoid  satisfying  her,  she  said 
to  him,  "  I  will  answer  your  qiiestion  when 
you  have  answered  mine."  The  prince  de- 
clined it  a  long  time,  jirotesting  that  nothing 
was  the  matter  with  him ;  but  the  more  he 
denied  it,  the  more  she  pressed  him,  and  said 
to  him,  "I  cannot  bear  to  see  you  in  this 
conilition  :  tell  me  what  makes  you  so  un- 
easy, that  I  may  i-emove  the  cause  of  it, 
whatever  it  maj"-  be  :  for  it  must  be  very 
extraordinary  if  it  is  out  of  my  power, 
unless  it  be  the  death  of  the  sultan  your 
father;  in  that  case,  time,  with  all  that  I 
will  contribute  on  my  part,  will  comfort 
you." 

Prince  Ahmed  could  not  long  withstand 
the  pressing  instances  of  the  fairy.  "Ma- 
dam," said  he,  "God  prolong  the  sultan  my 
father's  life,  and  bless  him  to  the  end  of  his 
days.  1  left  him  alive,  and  in  perfect  health ; 
therefore  that  is  not  the  cause  of  the  melan- 
choly you  i)erceive  in  rae.  The  sultan  is  the 
occasion  of  it,  and  I  am  the  more  concerned, 
because  he  has  imposed  upon  me  the  dis- 
agreeable necessity  of  importuning  you. 
First,  you  know  the  care  I  have  taken,  with 
your  approbation,  to  conceal  from  him  the 
happiness  I  have  to  see  you,  to  love  you,  to 
deserve  your  favour  and  love,  and  to  have 
received  the  pledge  of  your  faith,  after  hav- 
ing pledged  my  faith  with  you.  How  he 
Las  been  informed  of  it  I  camiot  tell." 


Here  the  fairy  Pari  P)anou  interrupted 
prince  Ahmed,  and  said,  "But  I  know.  He- 
member  what  I  told  you  of  the  woman  who 
made  you  believe  she  was  sick,  on  Avhom 
you  took  so  much  compassion.  It  is  she  who 
has  acquainted  the  sultan  your  father  with 
wliat  you  liave  taken  so  much  care  to  hide 
from  him.  I  told  you  she  was  no  more  sick 
than  you  or  I,  and  she  has  made  it  appear 
so;  for,  in  short,  after  the  two  women, 
whom  I  charged  to  take  cai'e  of  her,  had 
given  her  the  water,  sovereign  against  all 
fevers,  which,  however,  she  had  no  occasion 
for,  she  pretended  that  water  had  cured  her, 
and  was  brouglit  to  take  her  leave  of  me 
that  she  might  go  the  sooner,  to  give  an 
account  of  the  success  of  her  undertaking. 
She  was  in  so  much  haste,  that  she  would 
have  gone  away  without  seeing  my  palace, 
if  I  had  not,  by  bidding  my  two  women 
shew  it  to  her,  given  her  to  understand  that 
it  was  worth  her  seeing.  But  go  on,  and 
tell  me  what  is  the  necessity  your  father  has 
imposed  on  you  to  be  so  importunate,  which 
I  desire  you  will  be  persuaded  you  can  never 
be." 

"Madam,"  pursued  prince  Ahmed,  "you 
may  have  observed  that  hitherto  I  have  been 
content  with  your  love,  and  have  never 
asked  you  any  other  favour :  for  what,  after 
the  possession  of  so  amiable  a  wife,  can  I 
desire  more  ?  I  know  how  great  your  p.ower 
is,  but  I  have  taken  care  not  to  make  a  trial 
of  it.  Consider,  then,  I  conjure  you,  that 
it  is  not  me,  but  the  sultan  my  father,  who, 
indiscreetly,  as  I  think,  asks  of  you  a  pa- 
vilion large  enoiigh  to  shelter  him,  his  court, 
and  army,  from  the  violence  of  the  weather, 
when  he  takes  the  field,  and  which  a  man 
may  carry  in  his  hand.  Once  more,  remem 
l)er  it  is  not  I,  but  the  sultan  my  father,  who 
asks  this  favour." 

"Prince,"  replied  the  faii-y,  smiling,  "I 
am  sorry  that  so  small  a  matter  should  dis- 
turb you,  and  make  you  so  uneasy  as  you 
appeared  to  me.  I  see  plainly  two  things 
have  contributed  towards  it :  one  is,  the 
law  you  have  imposed  iipon  yourself,  to  be 
content  with  loving  me  and  being  loved  by 
me,  and  to  deny  yom-self  the  libei-ty  of  ask- 
ing me  tlie  least  favour  that  might  try  my 
power.  Tiie  other,  I  do  not  doubt,  what- 
ever you  may  say,  was,  you  thought  that 
what  your  father  asked  of  me  was  out  of 
my  power.  As  to  the  first,  I  commend  you 
for  it,  and  shall  love  yoii  the  better,  if  pos- 
sible, for  it ;  and  for  the  second,  I  must  tell 
you  that  what  the  sultan  your  father  asks 
of  me  is  a  trifle  ;  and  upon  occasion,  I  can 
do  much  more  difficidt  things.  Therefore, 
be  easy  and  persuaded,  that  far  from  think- 
ing myself  importuned,  I  shall  alwaj's  take 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  whatever  yon 
can  desire  me  to  do  for  your  cake."  Tlieu 
the  fairy  sent  for  her  treasurer,  to  v.hom. 
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when  she  came,  slie  said,  "Nourgiban,"* 
(whicli  was  lier  name,)  "bring  me  tbe  largest 
jiavilion  iu  my  treasury."  Nourgiban  re- 
turnoil  i>rescutly  Avitb  a  pavilion,  wbicli 
could  not  only  be  beld,  but  concealed  in  tbe 
jialm  of  tbe  band,  M'ben  it  Avas  closed,  and 
j)resented  it  to  ber  mistress,  -wbo  gave  it 
prince  Abmed  to  look  at. 

Wben  prince  Abmed  saw  tbe  pavilion, 
wbicb  tbe  fairy  called  tbe  largest  in  ber 
treasury,  be  fancied  sbe  bad  a  mind  to  banter 
bim,  and  bis  surprise  appeared  presently  in 
bis  countenance ;  wbicb  Pari  Banou  per- 
ceiving, burst  out  a  laugbing.  "  Wbat  ! 
pi-ince,"  cried  sbe,  "do  you  tbink  1  jest 
witb  you  ?  You  will  see  presently  tliat  I 
am  iu  earnest.  Nourgiban,"  said  sbe  to  ber 
treasurer,  taking  tbe  tent  out  of  prince 
Abmed's  baud,  "  go  and  set  it  np,  tbat  tbe 
jiriiice  may  judge  Avbetber  tbe  sultan  bis 
fatber  will  tbink  it  large  enougb." 

Tbe  treasurer  went  out  immediately  witb 
it  from  tbe  jjalace,  and  carried  it  to  sucb  a 
distance,  tbat  wben  sbe  bad  set  it  up,  one 
end  reacbed  to  tbe  palace.  Tbe  prince,  so 
far  from  tbinking  it  small,  found  it  large 
enougb  to  sbelter  two  armies  as  numerous  as 
tluvt  of  tbe  sidtan  bis  fatber  ;  and  tben  said 
to  Pari  Banou,  "  T  ask  my  princess  a 
tbousand  pardons  for  my  iucredidity  :  after 
wbat  I  bave  seen,  I  believe  tbere  is  uotbing 
impossible  to  you."  "You  see,"  said  tbe 
fairy,  "  tbat  tbe  pavilion  is  larger  tban  your 
fatber  may  bave  occasion  for  ;  but  you  are 
to  observe,  tbat  it  bas  one  property,  tbat  it 
becomes  larger  or  smaller,  according  to  tbe 
army  it  is  to  cover,  witbout  applying  any 
bands  to  it." 

Tbe  treasurer  took  down  tbe  tent  again, 
reduced  it  to  its  first  size,  and  brougbt  it, 
and  put  it  into  tbe  jirince's  bauds.  He  took 
it,  and  witbout  staying  any  longer  tban  tOl 
tbe  next  day,  mounted  bis  borse,  and  went 
■witb  tbe  usual  attendants  to  tbe  sidtan  bis 
fatber. 

Tbe  sultan,  wbo  was  persuaded  tbat  sucb 
a  tent  as  be  asked  for  was  bej'ond  all  possi- 
bility, was  m  great  surprise  at  tbe  prince's 
diligence.  He  took  tbe  tent,  and  after  be 
bad  admii-ed  its  smallness,  bis  amazement 
was  so  great,  tbat  be  could  not  recover  bim- 
self  wben  be  bad  set  it  up  in  tbe  great  plain 
before  mentioned,  and  found  it  large  enough 
to  sbelter  an  army  twice  as  large  as  be  could 
bring  into  tbe  field.  Looking  upon  this  cir- 
cumstance to  be  a  superfluity  tbat  migbt  be 
troublesome  in  tbe  use,  prince  Abmed  told 
bim,  tbat  its  size  would  always  be  propor- 
tionable to  bis  army. 

To  outward  api)carance  the  sultan  ex- 
pressed great  obligation  to  the  i)rince  bis  son 

*  ^our?lnan  signifies  "  liplit  of  the  world;"  it  Wiis 
the  name  of  the  wife  of  tiehansliir,  son  of  Ael)ar, 
kinv  of  India,  whom  she  govtrucd  by  her  i>rudeuce. — 
Ua-bdol. 


for  so  noble  a  present ;  desiring  bim  to  re- 
turn bis  thanks  to  tbe  fairy  Pari  Banou  ; 
and  to  shew  Avbat  a  value  be  set  on  it,  be 
ordered  it  to  be  carefully  laid  up  in  bis 
treasiuy.  But  within  himself  be  conceived 
a  greater  jealousy  tban  wbat  his  fiatterers 
and  tbe  magician  bad  suggested  to  bim  ; 
cousideruig  tliat  by  tbe  fairy's  assistance, 
tbe  prince  his  son  migbt  perform  things  tbat 
were  infinitely  above  bis  own  power,  not- 
withstanding his  greatness  and  riches ;  there- 
fore, more  intent  upon  bis  ruin,  be  went  to 
considt  the  magician  again,  wbo  advised  bim 
to  engage  tbe  prince  to  bring  him  some  of 
tbe  water  of  tbe  fountain  of  lions. 

In  the  evening,  wben  tbe  sultan  was  sur- 
rounded as  usual  by  all  the  court,  and  the 
pruice  came  to  pay  his  respects  among  the 
rest,  he  addressed  himself  to  him  in  these 
words:  "Son,"  said  he,  "I  bave  ab-eady 
expressed  to  you  bow  much  I  am  obliged  to 
you  for  the  present  of  the  tent  you  bave 
jirocured  me,  which  I  look  upon  as  the  most 
valuable  thing  in  my  treasury :  but  you 
must  do  one  thing  more  for  me,  wbicb  will 
be  no  less  agreeable  to  me.  I  am  informed 
that  tbe  fairy  your  sjiouse  makes  use  of  a 
certain  water,  called  the  water  of  the  foun- 
tain of  lions,  which  cures  all  sorts  of  fevers, 
even  the  most  dangerous  ;  and  as  I  am  per- 
fectly well  persuaded  my  health  is  dear  to 
you,  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  ask  her  for 
a  bottle  of  that  water  for  me,  and  bring  it 
mc,  as  a  sovereign  remedy,  which  I  may 
make  use  of  wben  I  bave  occasion.  Do  me 
this  other  important  piece  of  service,  and 
thereby  complete  tbe  duty  of  a  good  son 
towards  a  tender  father." 

Prince  Ahmed,  wbo  believed  that  the  sul- 
tan bis  father  would  bave  been  satisfied  witb 
so  singular  and  useful  a  tent  as  tbat  wbicli 
be  had  brougbt,  and  tbat  be  v/ould  not  bave 
imposed  any  new  task  upon  bim  which 
might  hazard  the  fairy's  displeasure,  was 
thunderstruck  at  this  new  request,  notwith- 
standing the  assurance  she  had  given  him  of 
granting  bim  whatever  lay  in  her  power. 
After  a  long  sUence,  he  said,  "T  beg  of 
your  majesty  to  be  assured,  tbat  there  is 
nothing  I  would  not  undertake  to  procure 
you,  which  may  contribute  to  the  prolonging 
of  your  life,  but  I  could  wish  it  might  not 
be  by  the  means  of  my  wife.  For  this 
reason  I  dare  not  promise  to  bring  tbe 
water.  All  I  can  do  is,  to  assure  you  I  wiU 
ask  it  of  ber ;  but  it  will  be  witb  as  great 
reluctance  as  wben  I  asked  for  the  tent." 

I'he  next  morning  prince  Alinied  returned 
to  tbe  fairy  Pari  Banou,  and  related  to  ber 
sincerely  and  faithfully  all  tbat  bad  passed 
at  tbe  sultan  bis  fatlier's  court,  from  the 
giving  of  the  tent,  Avbicli  be  told  ber  be  re- 
ceived witb  tbe  iitmost  gratitude  for  tbe 
favour  sbe  bad  done  bim,  to  tbe  new  request 
he  bad  charged  hini  to  make  for  him.     And 
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•\vheu  lie  Lad  clone,  he  added,  '-But,  my 
jii-iucess,  I  only  tell  you  this  as  a  i)laiu 
account  of  what  passed  between  me  and 
my  father.  I  leave  you  to  your  own  plea- 
sure, whether  you  will  gratify  or  reject 
this  his  new  desire.  It  shall  be  as  you 
please."' 

"^s'o,  no,"  replied  the  fauy  Pari  Banon, 
"I  aui  glad  that  the  sultan  of  the  Indies 
Icnows  that  yon  are  not  indifferent  to  me. 
I  will  satisfy  him,  and  whatever  advice  the 
magician  can  give  him,  (for  I  see  that  he 
hearkens  to  her),  he  shaU  find  no  fault  with 
you  or  me.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  wicked- 
3iess  in  this  demand,  as  you  will  understand 
Ly  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you.  The  foun- 
tara  of  lions  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  a 
court  of  a  great  castle,  the  entrance  into 
which  is  guarded  by  four  fierce  lions,  two  of 
which  sleep  alternately,  while  the  other  two 
are  awake.  But  let  not  that  frighten  you. 
I  will  give  you  means  to  pass  by  them  with- 
out any  danger." 

The  fauy  Pari  Banou  was  at  that  time 
very  hard  at  work  with  her  neeiUe  ;  and  as 
£;he  had  by  her  several  clews  of  thread,  she 
took  up  one,  and  presenting  it  to  prince 
.z\hmed,  said,  "First  take  tliis  clew  of 
thread  :  I  will  tell  you  presently  the  use  of 
it.  In  the  second  jdace,  you  must  have  two 
horses  ;  one  you  must  ride  yourself,  and  the 
other  you  must  lead,  which  must  be  loaded 
with  a  sheep  cut  into  four  quarters,  that 
must  be  killed  to-day.  In  the  third  place, 
you  must  be  provided  with  a  bottle,  which 
I  will  give  you,  to  bring  the  water  in.  Set 
out  early  to-morrow  morning,  and  when  you 
Lave  passed  the  iron  gate,  throw  befote  yoii 
the  clew  of  thread,  which  will  roll  till  it 
comes  to  the  gates  of  tlie  castle.  Follow  it, 
and  when  it  stops,  as  the  gates  will  be  open, 
you  wiU  see  the  ioxir  lions.  The  two  that 
are  awake  will,  by  their  roaring,  wake  the 
other  two.  Be  not  frightened,  but  throw 
each  of  them  a  quarter  of  the  sheep,  and 
then  clap  spurs  to  your  horse,  and  ride  to 
the  fountain.  Fill  your  bottle  without 
alighting,  and  then  return  with  the  same 
expedition.  The  lions  will  be  so  busy  eat- 
ing, they  will  let  you  pass  by  them." 

Priaee  Ahmed  set  out  the  next  morning 
at  the  time  appointed  him  by  the  faiiy,  and 
followed  her  directions  punctually.  When 
he  arrived  at  the  gates  of  the  castle,  he  dis- 
tributed the  quarters  of  the  sheep  among  the 
four  lions,  and  passing  through  the  midst  of 
them  with  intrepidity,  got  to  the  fountain, 
filled  his  bottle,  and  returned  as  safe  and 
sound  as  he  went.  When  he  had  got  a  little 
distance  from  the  castle  gates,  he  turned 
about,  and  jjercciving  two  of  the  Hons  com- 
ing after  him,  he  drew  his  sabre,  and  pre- 
pared himself  for  defence.  But  as  he  went 
forwards,  he  saw  one  of  them  turned  out  of 
the  road  at  some  distance,  and  shewed  by 


his  head  and  tad  that  he  did  not  come  to 
do  him  any  harm,  but  only  to  go  before 
him,  and  that  the  other  stayed  behind  to 
follow.  He  therefore  put  his  sword  again 
into  its  scabbard.  Guarded  in  this  manner, 
he  arrived  at  the  capital  of  the  Indies ;  but 
the  lions  never  left  him  tUl  they  had  con- 
ducted him  to  the  gates  of  the  sultan's 
jialace ;  after  which  they  returned  the  same 
way  they  came,  though  not  witLout  frighten- 
ing all  that  saw  them,  who  fled  or  hid  them- 
selves, to  avoid  them,  though  they  walked 
gently,  and  shewed  no  signs  of  fierceness. 

A  great  many  officers  came  to  attend  the 
prince,  while  he  dismounted,  and  conducted 
him  to  the  sidtau's  apartment,  who  was  at 
that  time  conversing  with  his  favourites.  He 
approaclied  the  tlirone,  laid  the  bottle  at 
the  sultan's  feet,  and  kissed  the  rich  carpet 
which  covered  the  footstool,  and  rising,  said, 
"  I  have  brought  you,  sir,  the  salutary  water 
which  your  majesty  so  much  desired  to  keep 
among  yorrr  other  rarities  in  your  treasury  j 
but  at  the  same  time  wish  you  such  extra- 
ordinary health,  as  never  to  have  occasion  to 
make  use  of  it." 

After  the  prince  had  made  an  end  of  his 
comjdiment,  the  sultan  placed  him  on  his 
right  hand,  and  then  said  to  him,  "Son,  I 
am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  this  valu- 
able jiresent;  as  also  for  the  great  danger 
you  have  exposed  yourself  to  xxpou  mj'  ac- 
count, which  I  have  been  informed  of  by  the 
magician,  Avho  knows  the  fountain  of  lions ; 
but  do  me  the  pleasure,"  continued  he,  "to 
inform  me  by  what  adchess,  or  rather  by 
what  incredible  jJower,  you  have  been  pre- 
served." 

"  Sir,"  replied  prince  Ahmed,  "  I  have  no 
share  in  the  compliment  your  majesty  is 
pleased  to  make  me ;  aU  the  honour  is  due 
to  the  fairy  my  si)ouse,  and  I  take  no  other 
merit  than  that  of  having  followed  her  good 
advice."  Then  he  informed  the  sidtanwhat 
that  advice  was,  by  the  relation  of  this  his 
expedition,  and  how  he  had  c:onducted  him- 
self. When  he  had  done,  the  sultan,  who 
shewed  outwardly  all  the  demonstrations  of 
joy,  but  secretly  became  more  and  more 
jealous,  retired  into  an  inward  apartment, 
where  he  sent  for  the  magician. 

The  magician,  at  her  arrival,  saved  the 
sidtan  the  trouble  to  tell  her  of  the  success 
of  j)rince  Ahmed's  joiu-ney,  which  she  had 
heard  of  before  she  came,  and  therefore  was 
j>repared  with  the  infallible  means.  This 
thought  she  communicated  to  the  siUtan, 
who  declared  it  the  next  day  to  the  prince, 
in  the  midst  of  all  his  courtiers,  in  these 
words — "  Son,"  said  he,  "  I  have  one  thing 
more  to  ask  of  j'ou ;  after  which,  T  shall  ex- 
pect nothing  more  from  your  obedience,  nor 
yoiu-  interest  with  your  wife.  This  request 
is,  to  bring  me  a  man  not  above  a  foot  and 
a-half  high,  and  whose  beard  is  thirty  feet 
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louj^,  who  carries  upon  liis  shoulders  a  bar  of 
irou  of  live  Imiulroclwei^lit,  wliicli  he  iises 
as  a  qiiarter-stair,  and  who  can  speak." 

Prince  Ahmed,  who  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  such  a  man  in  the  world  as  his 
father  described,  would  gladly  have  excused 
himself ;  but  the  sultan  persisted  in  his  de- 
mand, and  told  him  the  fairy  coidd  do  more 
incredible  things. 

Next  day  the  jirince  returned  to  the  sub- 
xen-aucous  kingdom  of  Pai-i  Bauou,  to  whom 
ae  told  his  father's  new  demand,  which,  he 
said,  he  looked  upon  to  be  a  thing  more  im- 
possible than  the  two  first:  "for,"  added 
he,  ' '  I  cannot  imagine  there  is  or  can  be 
such  a  man  in  the  world:  without  doubt,  he 
has  a  mind  to  try  whether  T  am  silly  enough 
to  go  about  to  seek  it ;  or  if  there  is  such  a 
man,  he  seeks  my  ruin.  In  short,  how  can 
he  sui>pose  that  I  should  lay  hold  of  a  man 
so  small,  armed  as  he  describes  ?  what  arms 
can  I  make  use  of  to  reduce  him  to  submis- 
sion? If  there  are  any  means,  I  beg  you 
will  tell  me  how  I  may  come  oif  with  hon- 
our this  time  also." 

"  Do  not  affright  youi'self,  prince,"  replied 
the  fairy;  "you  ran  a  risk  in 'fetching  the 
water  of  the  fountain  of  lions  for  your  father ; 
l)ut  there  is  no  danger  in  finding  out  this 
man.  It  is  my  brother,  Schaibar,  who  is  so 
far  from  being  like  me,  though  we  both  had 
the  same  father,  that  he  is  of  so  violent  a 
nature,  that  nothing  can  prevent  his  giving 
bloody  marks  of  his  resentment  for  a  slight 
ort'en'cc  ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  is  so  good 
as  to  oblige  any  one  in  whatever  they  desire. 
He  is  made  exactly  as  the  sultan  yoiu-  father 
has  described  him ;  and  has  uo  other  arms 
than  a  bar  of  iron  of  five  himdred  ]jounds 
A\cight,  without  which  he  never  stirs,  and 
which  makes  him  respected.  I  will  send  for 
him,  and  you  shall  judge  of  the  truth  of 
what  I  tell  you  ;  but  be  sure  to  prepare 
yourself  not  to  be  frightened  at  his  extra- 
ordinaiy  figure,  when  you  see  him."  "What ! 
mjr  {jueen,"  replied  i>rince  Ahmed,  "do  you 
say  Schaibar  is  your  brother?  Let  him  be 
over  so  ugly  or  deformed,  I  shall  be  so  far 
from  being  frightened  at  the  sight  of  him, 
that  I  shall  love  and  honour  him,  and  con- 
sider him  as  my  nearest  relation." 

The  fairy  ordered  a  gold  chaffing-dish  to 
be  set  with  a  fire  in  it  under  the  porch  01  her 
palace,  mth  a  box  of  the  same  metal,  which 
was  a  present  to  hei-,  out  of  which,  taking 
some  incense,  and  thro^iHng  it  into  the  fire, 
there  arose  a  thick  cloud  of  smoke. 

Some  moments  after,  the  fairy  said  to 
prmce  Ahmed,  "Prince,  there  comes  my 
brother;  do  you  see  him?"  The  prince 
immediately  perceived  Schaibar,  who  was 
but  a  foot  and  a  half  high,  coming  gravely 
with  his  heavy  bar  on  his  shoidder ;  his 
beard  thirty  feet  long,  which  supported  it- 
self before  him,   and  a  pair  of  thick  mus- 


taches in  proportion,  tucked  up  to  his  cars, 
and  almost  covering  his  face  :  his  eyes  were 
very  small  like  a  pig's,  and  deeji  sunk  in 
his  head,  which  was  of  an  enormous  size, 
and  on  which  he  wore  a  pointed  cap:  be- 
sides all  this,  he  had  a  hump  behind  and 
before. 

If  prince  Ahmed  had  not  known  that 
Schaibar  was  Pari  Banoxr's  brother,  he  would 
not  have  been  able  to  look  at  him  without 
fear;  but  knowing  first  who  he  was,  he 
waited  for  him  with  the  fairy,  and  received 
him  without  the  least  concern. 

Schaibar,  as  he  came  forwards,  looked  at 
the  jirince  with  an  eye  that  would  have 
chilled  his  soul  in  his  body,  and  asked  Pari 
Bauou,  when  he  first  accosted  her,  who  that 
man  was  !  To  which  she  replied,  "He  is 
my  husband,  brother ;  his  name  is  Ahmed  ; 
he  is  son  to  the  sidtan  of  the  Indies.  The 
reason  why  I  did  not  invite  you  to  my  wed- 
ding was,  I  was  unwilling  to  divert  you  from 
the  exjiedition  you  were  engaged  in,  and 
from  which  I  heard  with  pleasure  you  re- 
turned victorious;  on  his  account  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  now  to  call  for  you." 

At  these  words,  Schaibai-,  looking  on 
prince  Ahmed  with  a  favourable  eye,  which 
however  diminished  neither  his  fierceness 
nor  savage  look,  said,  "  Is  there  anything, 
sister,  wherein  I  can  serve  him?  he  has 
only  to  speak.  It  is  enough  to  me  that  he 
is  your  husband,  to  engage  me  to  do  for  him 
whatever  he  desires."  "  The  sidtan  his 
father,"  replied  Pari  Banou,  "has  a  curio- 
sity to  see  you,  and  I  desire  he  may  be  your 
guide,  to  the  sidtau's  court."  "He  needs 
but  lead  me  the  way;  I  will  follow  him," 
replied  Schaibar.  "Brother,"  replied  Pari 
Banou,  "  it  is  too  late  to  go  to-day,  there- 
fore stay  till  to-morrow  morning;  and  in 
the  meantime,  as  it  is  fit  you  should  know 
all  that  has  passed  between  the  sidtan  of  the 
Indies  and  prince  Ahmed  since  our  marriage, 
I  will  inform  you  this  evening." 

The  next  morning,  after  Schaibar  had 
been  informed  of  all  that  was  proper  for  him 
to  know,  he  set  out  with  prince  Alimed, 
who  was  to  present  him  to  the  sultan.  When 
they  arrived  at  the  gates  of  the  capital,  the 
people  no  sooner  saw  Schaibar,  but  they  ran 
and  hid  themselves  in  their'  shops  and 
houses,  shutting  their  doors  ;  Avhile  others, 
taking  to  their  heels,  communicated  their 
fear  to  all  they  mot,  who  staid  not  to  look 
behind  them,  but  ran  too  ;  insomuch  that 
Schaibar  and  prince  Ahmed,  as  they  went 
along,  found  all  the  streets  and  squares 
desolate  till  they  came  to  the  palace,  where 
the  porters,  instead  of  preventing  Schaibar 
from  entering,  ran  away  too  ;  so  that  the 
prince  and  he  advanced  without  any  obstacle 
to  the  councd-haU,  where  the  sultan  was 
seated  on  his  throne  and  giving  audience. 
Here  likewise  the  officers,  at  the  approach 
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of  Schaibar,  aljandoned  their  posts,  and  gave 
them  free  admittance. 

Schaihar,  carrying  his  head  erect,  went 
fiercely  up  to  the  throne,  -n-ithout  waiting  to 
be  presented  Ly  prince  Ahmed,  and  accosted 
the  sultan  of  the  Indies  in  these  words  : 
"You  have  asked  for  me,"  said  he  ;  "  sees 
here  I  am :  what  would  you  have  with 
me?" 

The  sultan,  instead  of  answering  him, 
clapped  his  hands  before  his  eyes  and  turned 
away  his  head,  to  avoid  the  sight  of  so  ter- 
rible an  object.  Schaibar  was  so  much  pro- 
voked at  this  uncivil  and  rude  reception, 
after  he  had  given  him  the  trouble  to  come 
so  far,  he  instantly  lifted  up  his  iron  bar, 
and  saying,  "  8])eak,"  then  let  it  fall  on  his 
head  and  killed  him,  before  i>rincc  Ahmed 
coidd  intercede  in  his  behalf.  All  that  he 
could  do  was  to  prevent  his  killing  the  grand 
vizier,  who  sat  not  far  from  him  on  his  right 
hand,  representing  to  him  that  he  had  always 
given  the  siTltan  his  father  good  advice. 
These  are  they  then,"  said  Schaibar,  "who 
gave  him  bad  ; "  and  as  he  pronounced  these 
words,  he  killed  all  the  other  viziers  on  the 
right  and  left,  flatterers  and  favourites  of 
the  sultan,  who  were  prince  Alimed's  ene- 
mies. Every  time  he  struck,  he  killed  S(mie 
one  or  othei',  and  none  escai>ed  but  they 
who,  not  rendered  motionless  by  fear,  saved 
themselves  by  flight. 

When  this  terrible  execution  was  over, 
Schaibar  came  out  of  the  council-hall  into 
the  midst  of  the  court-yard  with  the  iron 
bar  upon  his  shoulder,  and  looking  at  the 
grand  vizier,  who  owed  his  life  to  prince 
Ahmed,  he  said,  "T  know  here  is  a  certain 
female  magician,  who  is  a  greater  enemy  of 
the  i)riuce  my  lirother-in-law  than  all  those 
base  favourites  I  have  chastised  ;  let  her  be 
brought  to  me  presently."  The  grand  vizier 
immediately  sent  for  her,  and  as  soon  as  she 
was  brought,  Schaibar  said,  knocking  her 
down  Avith  the  iron  bar,  "  Take  the  reward 
of  thy  pernicious  counsel,  and  learn  to  feign 
sickness  again :"  he  left  her  dead  on  the  spot. 

After  this  he  said, ' '  This  is  not  yet  enough '; 
I  wUl  treat  the  whole  city  after  the  same 
manner,  if  they  do  not  immediately  acknow- 
ledge prince  Ahmed  my  brother-in-law  for 
theii-  sultan,'  and  sultan  of  the  Indies. "  Then 
all  that  were  jjresent  made  the  air  ring  with 
the  repeated  acclamations  of  "  Long  life  to 
sidtan  Ahmed ;"  and  immediately  after  he 
was  proclaimed  through  the  whole  town. 
Schailjar  made  him  be  clothed  in  the  royal 
vestments,  installed  him  on  the  throne,  and 
after  he  had  made  all  swear  homage  and 
iidelity  to  him,  went  and  fetched  his  sister 
Pari  Banou,  whom  he  brought  with  great 
pomp,  and  made  her  to  be  owned  sidtaness 
of  the  Indies. 

As  for  ])rincc  Ali  and  princess  Nouronni- 
laar,  as  they  had  no  hand  in  the  conspiracy 


against  prince  Ahmed,  who  was  now 
avenged,  nor  knew  of  any  such  conspiracy, 
prince  Ahmed  assigned  them  a  considerable  ' 
province,  Avith  its  .capital,  where  they  spent  j 
the  rest  of  their  lives.  Afterwards  he  sent 
an  officer  to  prince  Houssain,  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  change,  and  make  him  an  offer 
of  which  iirovince  he  liked  best ;  but  that 
prince  thought  himself  so  ha]>py  in  his  soli- 
tude, that  he  bid  the  officer  return  the  sul-  ! 
tan  his  brother  thanks  for  the  kindness  hu 
designed  him,  assuring  him  of  his  submis- 
sion ;  and  that  the  only  favour  he  desired  of 
him  was  to  give  him  leave  to  live  retired  in 
the  place  he  had  made  choice  of  for  his 
retreat. 


TUE   STOIIY   OF   THE   SISTERS   WlIO    ENVIED 
THEIR   YOUNGER   SISTER. 

There  Avas  a  prince  of  Persia,  named  Ivhoa- 
rouschah,*  who,  when  he  first  came  to  his 
crown,  in  order  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
the  world,  took  great  jileasure  in  night  ad- 
ventures. He  often  disguised  himself,  at- 
tended by  a  trusty  minister,  disguised  like 
him,  and  rambled  through  the  whole  city, 
and  met  with  a  great  many  jjarticular  ad- 
ventures, which,  said  Scheherazade  to  the 
sidtan,  I  shall  not  at  present  entertain 
your  majesty  with  ;  b;it  I  hope  you  will 
hear  with  pleasure  what  happened  to  him 
upon  his  first  ramble,  Avliich  was  in  a  little 
time  after  his  accession  to  his  father's  throne, 
who,  dymg  in  a  good  old  age,  left  him  heir 
to  the  kingdom  of  Persia. 

After  the  ceremonies  of  his  deceased  fa- 
ther's funeral-rites,  and  his  own  coronation, 
were  over,  the  ncAv  sultan  Khosrouschah,  as 
well  from  inclination  as  duty,  Avent  out  one 
evening,  attended  by  his  gi-aud  vizier,  dis- 
guised like  himself,  to  observe  AA'hat  passed. 
As  he  Avent  through  a  street  in  that  i^art  of 
the  toAvn  inhabited  only  by  the  meaner  sort 
of  people,  he  heard  some  people  talking 
A^ery  loud ;  and  going  uj)  close  to  the  house, 
from  whence  the  noise  came,  and  looking 
tlu-ough  a  crack  in  the  door,  perceived  a 
light,  and  three  sisters  sitting  on  a  sofa, 
conversing  together  after  supper.  By  what 
the  eldest  said,  he  presently  understood  the 
subject  of  their  discourse  Avas  Avishcs;  "for," 
said  she,  "since  Ave  have  got  upon  wishes, 
mine  shall  be  to  haA'e  the  sultan's  baker  for 
my  husband,  for  then  I  shall  eat  my  fill  of 
that  bread,  Avhich,  by  Avay  of  excellence,  is 
called  the  sultan's  bread  :  let  us  see  if  your 
tastes  are  as  good  as  mine."  "For  my 
Ijart,"  replied  the  second  sister,  I  "AA'ish  I 
Avas  the  sultan's  chief  cook's  Avife,  for  then 
I  should  eat  of  the  most  excellent  ragouts  ; 
and  as  I  am  persuaded  that  the  sidtan's  bread 

*  "Khosiou,"  "  Kliosrau."  or  "Kliosrev,"  is  a  name 
cniiimon  to  many  kings  of  Pcisi;i,  aud  llie  >' Jihosroes" 
of  lUi;  Circcli  historians. 
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is  common  iu  the  ip;ilace,  I  sliould  not  want 
.any  of  that;  therefore  you  see,  sister," ad- 
dressing herself  to  her  eldest  sister,"  that  I 
Lave  a  better  taste  than  you." 

Then  the  youngest  sister,  who  was  very 
beautifid,  and  had  more  charms  and  wit  than 
the  two  eldest,  spoke  in  her  turn :  "For  my 
jiart,  sisters,"  said  she,  "I  shall  not  limit 
my  desires  to  such  trifles,  but  take  a  higher 


flight ;  and  since  wo  are  upon  wishing,  I 
wish  to  be  the  sultan's  wife.  I  would  make 
him  father  of  a  prince,  whose  hair  should  be 
gold  on  one  side  of  his  head,  and  silver  on 
the  other ;  when  he  cries,  the  tears  that  fall 
from  his  eyes  sliall  be  pearl ;  and  when  he 
smiles,  his  vermilion  lips  shall  look  like  a 
rosebud  fresh  blown." 

The  three  sisters'  wishes,  particularly  the 


youngest's,  seemed  so  suigular  to  the  sultan 
Khosrouschah,  that  he  resolved  to  gratify 
them  in  their  desires  ;  and  without  commu- 
nicating this  his  design  to  his  grand  vizier, 
ho  charged  him  only  to  take  notice  of  the 
house,  and  bring  the  three  sisters  before  him 
the  next  day. 

The  grand  vizier,  in  executing  the  sidtan's 
orders,  would  but  just  give  the  three  sisters 
time  to  dress  themselves  to  appear  before 
him,  without  telling  them  the  reason.  He 
brought  them  to  the  jialace,  and  presented 
them  to  the  sultan,  who  said  to  them,  "Do 
you  remember  the  wishes  you  made  last 
night,  when  you  were  aU  iu  so  ]ileasant  a 
mood?  Speak  the  truth ;  I  must  know  what 
they  were." 

At  these  unexpected  words  of  the  sultan, 
the  three  sisters  were  very  much  confound- 
ed. They  cast  down  their  eyes  and  blushed, 
and  the  colour  which  rose  in  the  cheeks  of 
the  yoiuigest  quite  captivated  the  sidtan's 
heart.  Modesty,  and  fear  lest  they  might 
have  ofl'euded  the  sidtan  l)y  their  discourse, 
kept  them  silent.  The  sidtan  perceiving  it, 
to  encourage  them,  said,  "Fear  nothing,  I 
did  not  send  for  you  to  distress  you;  and 
since  I  see  that  is  the  efl^ect  of  the  question 
I  ask  you,  without  my  intending  it,  and  I 
know  the  wish  of  each,  I  will  relieve  you 
from  your  fears.  You,"  added  he,  "that 
wished  to  be  my  wife,  you  shall  have  your 


desire  this  day ;  and  you,"  continued  he, 
addressing  himself  to  the  two  eldest  sisters, 
"you  shall  also  be  married  to  my  chief  baker 
and  cook." 

As  soon  as  the  sultan  had  declared  his 
pleasure,  the  youngest  sister,  setting  the 
eldest  an  exami)le,  threw  herself  at  thio  sul- 
tan's feet,  to  express  her  gratitude.  "Sir," 
said  she,  "my  wish,  since  it  has  come  to 
your  majesty's  knowledge,  was  only  by  way 
of  conversation  and  amusement.  I  am  un- 
worthy of  the  honour  you  do  me,  and  ask 
pardon  for  my  boldness."  The  two  other 
sisters  Avould  have  excused  themselves  also  ; 
but  the  sultan,  interrupting  them,  said, 
"ISTo,  no;  it  shall  be  so;  everyone's  wish 
shall  be  fulfllled." 

The  nuptials  were  all  celebrated  that  day, 
as  the  sultan  had  resolved,  but  after  a  dif- 
ferent manner.  The  youngest  sister's  were 
solemnised  with  all  the  rejoicings  usual  at 
the  marriages  of  the  sultans  of  Persia ;  and 
those  of  the  other  two  sisters  according  to 
the  quality  and  distinction  of  their  husbands ; 
the  one  as  the  sultan's  chief  baker,  and  the 
other  as  head  cook. 

The  two  elder  sisters  felt  strongly  the  dis- 
jiroportion  of  their  marriages  to  that  of 
their  younger  sister.  This  consideration 
made  them  far  from  being  content,  though 
they  were  arrived  at  the  utmost  height  of 
their  wishes,  and  much  beyond  their  hopes. 
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They  gave  themselves  up  to  an  excess  of 
jealousy  which  not  only  distiu-bed  their  joy, 
but  was  the  cause  of  great  troubles  and  alllic- 
tions  to  the  sultaness  their  younger  sister. 
They  had  not  an  opportunity  to  commimi- 
cate  their  thoughts  to  each  other  upon  the 
jireference  the  sultan  had  given  her  to  their 
jjrejudice,  bat  were  altogether  employed  in 
preparing  themselves  for  the  celebration  of 
their  marriages.  Some  days  afterwards, 
when  they  had  an  op])ortunity  of  seeing  each 
other  at  the  jmblic  baths,  the  eldest  sister 
said  to  the  other,  "Well,  sister,  what  say 
you  to  our  sister's  great  fortune  ?  Is  not 
she  a  fine  person  to  be  a  sidtaness?"  "I 
must  o-\vn,"  said  the  other  sister,  "I  cannot 
conceive  what  charms  the  sultan  coidd  dis- 
cover in  her,  to  be  so  bewitched  by  a  young 
jade.  You  know  in  what  a  state  we  have 
both  seen  her.  Was  it  a  reason  suffi- 
cient for  him  not  to  cast  his  eyes  on  you, 
because  she  was  somewhat  younger  than 
lis  ?  You  were  as  worthy  of  his  bed ; 
and  in  justice  he  ought  to  have  preferred 
you." 

"Sister,"  said  the  elder,  "  I  should  not 
have  said  anything  if  the  sultan  had  but 
pitched  upon  you  ;  but  that  he  should  choose 
that  hussy,  is  what  grieves  me.  But  I  will 
revenge  myself  :  and  you,  I  think,  are  as 
much  concerned  as  me;  therefore  I  would 
have  us  contrive  measures  together,  that  we 
may  act  in  concert  in  a  common  cause,  and 
communicate  to  me  what  you  think  the 
likeliest  way  to  mortify  her,  while  I,  on  my 
side,  will  inform  you  what  my  desire  of  re- 
venge shall  suggest  to  me. " 

After  this  wicked  plot,  the  two  sisters  saw 
each  other  very  frequently,  and  always  con- 
sulted hoM'  they  might  disturb  and  interrupt 
the  happiness  of  the  sultaness  their  younger 
sister.  They  proposed  a  great  many  ways ; 
but  in  delilierating  aljout  the  manner  of 
executing  them,  they  found  so  many  diffi- 
culties, that  they  durst  not  attumjjt  them. 
In  the  meantime,  they  often  went  together 
to  make  her  visits,  with  a  detestable  dissimu- 
lation, and  every  time  gave  her  all  the  marks 
of  friendship  they  coiUd  imagine,  to  persuade 
her  how  overjoyed  they  were  to  have  a 
sister  raised  to  so  high  a  fortune.  The  aul- 
tancss,  for  her  part,  always  recei\'ed  them 
with  all  the  demonstrations  of  esteem  and 
value  they  could  expect  from  a  sister  who 
was  not  puffed  up  with  her  high  dignity,  and 
loved  them  as  cordially  as  before. 

Some  months  after  her  marriage,  the  sul- 
taness found  herself  to  he  with  child.  The 
sultan  exi)ressed  great  joy,  which  was  com- 
municated to  all  the  court,  and  spread 
throughout  the  ca]ntal  of  Persia.  Upon 
this  news  the  tM'o  sisters  came  to  pay  their 
compliments,  and  entering  into  discourse 
with  their  sister  about  her  lying-in,  they 
proffered  theii-  ser\  ice  to  deliver  her,  desir- 


ing her,  if  she  was  not  provided  with  a  mid- 
wife, to  accept  of  them. 

The  sultaness  said  to  them  most  obligingly, 
"  Sistei'S,  I  should  desire  no  better,  if  it 
was  absolutely  in  my  power  to  make  choice 
of  you.  I  am,  however,  obliged  to  you  for 
your  goodwill,  but  must  submit  to  what 
the  sultan  shall  order  on  this  occasion.  Let 
your  husbands  employ  their  friends  to  make 
interest,  and  get  some  courtier  to  ask  this 
favour  of  the  sultan ;  and  if  he  speaks  to  me 
about  it,  be  assured  that  I  shall  not  only 
express  the  pleasiu-e  he  does  me,  but  thank 
him  for  making  choice  of  you." 

The  two  husbands  applied  themselves  to 
some  courtiers  their  patrons,  and  begged  of 
them  to  use  their  interest  to  2)rocm'e  their 
wives  the  honour  they  aspired  to.  Those 
patrons  exerted  themselves  so  much  in  their 
Ijehalf,  that  the  sultan  promised  them  to 
consider  of  it,  and  was  as  good  as  his  word ; 
for  in  conversation  with  the  sidtaness,  he 
told  her  that  he  thought  her  sisters  were  the 
most  proper  persons  to  assist  her  in  her 
labour;  but  would  not  name  them  before 
he  asked  her  consent.  The  sidtaness,  sen- 
sible of  the  deference  the  sidtan  so  obligingly 
I)aid  her,  said  to  him,  "Sir,  I  was  prepared 
to  do  as  your  majesty  shall  please  to  com- 
mand me.  Eut  since  you  have  been  so  kind 
as  to  think  of  my  sisters,  I  thank  you  for 
that  regard  you  have  shewn  them  for  my 
sake ;  and  therefore  I  shall  not  dissemble, 
that  I  had  rather  have  them  than  strangers." 

Then  the  sultan  Khosrouschah  named  the 
sultaness's  two  sisters  to  be  her  midwives ; 
and  from  that  time  they  went  backwards 
and  forwards  to  the  palace,  overjoyed  at  the 
opportunity  they  shoidd  have  of  executing 
the  detestable  wickedness  they  had  medi- 
tated against  the  sultaness  their  sister. 

When  the  sultaness's  reckoning  was  out, 
she  was  safely  delivered  of  a  young  prince, 
as  bright  as  the  day ;  but  neither  his  inno- 
cence nor  beauty  were  capable  of  moving 
the  cruel  hearts  of  the  merciless  sisters. 
They  wrapped  him  up  carelessly  in  his 
blankets,  and  j^ut  him  into  a  basket,  which 
they  abandoned  to  the  stream  of  a  small 
canal  which  ran  under  the  sultaness's  apart- 
ment, and  declared  she  was  delivered  of  a 
little  dead  dog,  which  they  produced.  This 
disagreeable  news  was  announced  to  the 
sidtan,  who  conceived  so  much  anger  there- 
at, as  might  have  proved  fatal  to  the  sul- 
taness, if  his  grand  vizier  had  not  represented 
to  him  that  he  could  not,  without  injustice, 
make  her  answerable  for  the  caprices  oiE 
nature. 

In  the  meantime,  the  basket  in  which  the 
little  prince  was  exposed  was  carried  bythe 
stream  beyond  a  waU  which  bounded  the 
l)rospcct  of  the  sidtaness's  apartment,  and 
from  thence  floated  -v^'ith  the  ciu-reut  do^vu 
the  gardens.     By  chance  the  intcndant  of 
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the  sultan's  gartlen,  one  of  tlie  ])riiicipal  and 
most  considerable  ofiicers  of  the  kingdom, 
walking  iu  the  gaideu  by  the  side  of  this 
canaJ,  and  perceiving  a  basket  lioating,  call- 
ed to  a  gardener,  who  was  not  far  oil',  and 
bid  him  come  presently  to  him,  and  reach 
Lim  that  basket,  Avhich  he  shewed  him,  that 
lie  might  see  what  was  in  it.  The  gardenei', 
with  a  spade  which  he  had  in  his  hand, 
brought  the  basket  to  the  side  of  the  canal, 
took  it  up,  and  gave  it  to  him. 

The  iutcndant  of  the  gardens  was  ex- 
tremely surprised  to  see  in  the  basket  a 
child,  which,  though  he  easily  knew  it  to  be 
but  just  born,  had  veiy  fine  features.  This 
officer  had  been  married  several  years,  and 
though  he  had  always  been  desirous  of  hav- 
ing children,  Heaven  had  never  blessed  him 
with  any.  This  accident  interiiipted  his 
■walk :  he  made  the  gardener  follow  him 
with  the  child  ;  and  when  he  came  to  his 
own  house,  which  was  situated  at  the  en- 
trance into  the  gardens  of  the  palace,  he 
went  into  his  wife's  ajjartment.  "Wife," 
said  he,  "  as  we  have  no  children  of  our  own, 
God  has  sent  us  one.  I  recommend  him  to 
you,  provide  him  a  nurse  presently,  and  take 
as  much  care  of  him  as  if  he  were  our  own 
son;  for,  from  this  moment,  I  acknowledge 
Lim  as  such. "  Th,e  intendant's  wife  received 
the  child  with  great  joy,  and  took  particular 
pleasure  in  the  care  of  him.  The  intendant 
himself  would  not  inqiiire  too  narrowly 
whence  the  child  came.  He  saw  plainly  it 
came  not  far  off  the  sultaness's  apartment ; 
but  it  was  not  his  business  to  examine  too 
closely  into  what  had  passed,  nor  to  create 
distm-bauces  iu  a  place  where  peace  was  so 
necessary. 

The  year  after  the  sidtaness  was  brought 
to  bed  of  another  prince,  on  whom  the  iiima- 
tural  sisters  had  no  more  compassion  than 
on  his  brother ;  but  exposed  him  likewise  in 
a  basket,  and  set  him  adrift  in  the  canal, 
jiretending  this  time  that  the  sultaness  was 
delivered  of  a  cat.  It  was  happy  also  for 
this  child  that  the  intendant  of  the  gardens 
Avas  walking  by  the  canal  side,  who  had  it 
carried  to  his  wife,  and  charged  her  to  take 
as  much  care  of  it  as  of  the  first ;  which 
suited  as  well  her  inclination,  as  it  was  a^jxee- 
able  to  the  intendant. 

The  sidtan  of  Persia  was  more  cnr.iged 
this  time  against  the  sultaness  than  before, 
and  she  had  felt  the  effects  of  his  anger,  if 
the  grand  vizier's  remonstrances  had  not 
prevailed. 

The  third  time  the  sultaness  lay  in  she 
was  delivered  of  a  jmncess,  which  innocent 
babe  underwent  the  same  fate  as  the  princes 
her  brothers  ;  for  the  two  sisters  being  de- 
termined not  to  put  an  end  to  their  detest- 
able schemes,  till  they  had  seen  the  sultaness 
theii-  younger  sister  at  least  cast  off,  turned 
out,  and  himibled,  exposed  this  child  also  on 


the  canal.  But  the  princess  was  preserved 
from  certain  death  by  the  compassion  and 
charity  of  the  intendant  of  the  gardens,  as 
well  as  the  two  princes  her  brothers. 

Q'o  this  inhumanity  the  two  sisters  added 
a  lie  and  deceit  as  before.  They  produced 
a  i^iece  of  wood,  and  affirmed  it  to  be  a 
false  birth  which  the  sultaness  was  de- 
livered of. 

The  sultan  Khosrouschah  could  no  longer 
contain  himself,  when  he  was  informed  of 
the  new  extraordinary  birth.  "What !  "  said 
he,  "this  woman,  unworthy  of  my  bed,  will 
fiU  my  palace  with  monsters,  if  I  let  her 
live  any  longer !  No,  it  shall  not  be,"  added 
ho  :  "she  is  a  monster  herself,  and  I  must 
rid  the  world  of  her."  He  pronounced  this 
sentence  of  death,  and  ordered  the  grand 
vizier  to  see  it  executed. 

The  grand  vizier,  and  the  courtiers  who 
were  present,  cast  themselves  at  the  sultan's 
feet,  to  beg  of  him  to  revoke  that  sentence. 
"Your  majesty,  I  hope,  will  give  me  leave," 
said  the  grand  vizier,  "  to  represent  to  you, 
that  the  laws  which  condemn  persons  to 
death  were  made  to  punish  crimes  :  the 
three  extraordinaiy  labours  of  the  sultaness 
are  not  crimes;  for  in  what  can  she  be  said 
to  have  contributed  towards  them  ?  A  great 
many  other  Avomen  have  had,  and  have  the 
same  every  day,  and  are  to  be  pitied ;  but 
not  punished.  Your  majesty  nuiy  abstain 
from  seeing  her,  and  let  her  live.  The 
affliction  in  which  she  will  spend  the  rest  of 
her  life,  after  the  loss  of  your  favour,  will  bo 
a  j)unishment  great  enough." 

The  sultan  of  Persia  considered  with  him- 
self, and  found  that  it  was  injustice  iii  him 
to  condemn  the  sultaness  to  death  for  extra- 
ordinary births,  and  said,  "Let  her  live 
then  ;  I  will  give  her  life  ;  but  it  shaU  be 
on  this  condition,  that  she  shall  desire  to 
die  more  than  once  every  day.  Let  a  wooden 
shed  be  built  for  her  at  the  gate  of  the  prin- 
cipal mosque,  with  iron  bars  to  the  windows, 
and  let  her  be  jjut  into  it,  in  the  coarsest 
habit ;  and  every  Mussulman  that  shall  go 
into  the  moscxue  to  praj^ers  shall  spit  in  her 
face.  If  any  one  fail,  I  Avill  have  him  ex- 
posed to  the  same  punishment ;  and  that  I 
may  be  punctually  obeyed,  I  charge  you, 
vizier,  to  appoint  persons  to  see  this  done." 

The  sultan  pronounced  this  last  sentence 
in  such  a  tone,  that  the  gi-and  vizier  durst 
not  open  his  mouth  ;  and  it  was  executed, 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  two  envious 
sisters.  A  shed  was  built,  and  the  sultaness, 
truly  worthy  of  compassion,  as  soon  as  her 
month  was  up,  was  put  into  it,  and  exposed 
ignominiously  to  the  contempt  of  the  peoijle; 
which  iisage,  as  she  did  not  deserve, 
she  bore  Avith  a  constancy  which  excited 
the  admiration,  as  avcII  as  coni2)assion,  of 
those  who  judged  of  thiugs  better  than  the 
vulgar. 
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The  two  jiriuces  and  the  i)riiicess  were 
nursed  and  brought  up  by  the  intendant  of 
i.he  gardens  and  his  wife,  with  all  the  ten- 
derness of  a  father  and  mother ;  and  as  they 
advanced  in  age,  they  all  shewed  marks  of 
superior  greatness,  and  the  princess  in  par- 
ticular, a  channiug  beauty,  which  discovered 
itself  every  day  by  their  docility  and  good 
inclinations  above  trifles,  and  diiferent  from 
those  of  common  children,  and  by  a  certain 
air  which  could  onl3'^  belong  to  princes  and 
jirincesses.  All  this  increased  the  affections 
of  the  intendant  and  his  wife,  who  called 
the  eldest  jirince  Bahman,  and  the  second 
Perviz,  both  of  them  names  of  the  most  an- 
cient sultans  of  Persia,  and  the  pi-incess  Pa- 
rizade,  which  name  also  had  been  borne  by 
several  sidtanesses  and  princesses  of  the 
kingdom.* 

As  soon  as  the  two  pinnccs  were  old 
enough,  the  intendant  provided  proper  mas- 
ters to  teach  them  to  read  and  write  ;  and 
the  princess  their  sister,  who  was  often  with 
them  when  they  were  learning  their  Icssims, 
shewing  a  great  desire  to  learn  to  read  and 
write,  though  much  younger  than  thej%  the 
intendant  was  so  much  taken  with  that  dis- 
position of  hers,  that  he  employed  the  same 
master  to  teach  her  also.  Her  emulation, 
vivacity,  and  piercing  Avit,  made  her  in  a 
little  time  as  great  a  prolicient  as  her  bro- 
thers. 

From  that  time,  the  brothers  and  sister 
had  all  the  same  masters  in  all  the  other 
arts,  in  geography,  iioetrj',  history,  even  the 
secret  sciences  ;  all  which  came  so  easily  to 
them,  and  in  a  little  time  they  made  so  won- 
derful a  x>rogress,  that  their  masters  were 
amazed,  and  frankly  owned,  that  if  they 
held  on  so  l>ut  a  little  longer,  they  could 
teach  them  no  farther.  At  the  hours  of  re- 
creation, the  princess  learned  to  sing,  and 
play  upon  all  sorts  of  instruments ;  and 
when  the  princes  were  learning  to  ride,  she 
•would  not  permit  them  to  have  that  advan- 
tage over  her,  but  went  through  all  exer- 
cises with  them,  learning  to  ride,  bend  the 
bow,  and  dart  the  reed  or  javelin,  and 
oftentimes  outstrip  them  in  the  race. 

The  intendant  of  the  gardens  was  so  over- 
joyed to  find  his  adoi)ted  children  so  accom- 
plished in  all  the  perfections  of  body  and 
mind,  and  that  they  answered  so  well  the 
charge  he  had  been  at  u])on  their  education, 
that  he  resolved  to  Ije  still  at  a  greater  e.x; 
pense  ;  for  whereas  lie  had  till  then  been 
content  only  with  his  lodge  at  the  entrance 


*  "Bahaman"  ■nas  the  name  of  the  sixth  king  of 
Persia  of  tlie  second  dynasty  of  the  Caianides,  and 
signifies  "just"  and  "beneficent;"  beins,  according 
to  i^ome  ivTiters,  only  an  epithet  of  "  Ardscliii-  Diniz- 
dest"  or  "  Artaxerxes  Longimanus."  lie  is  said  to  have 
reiirnicl  nj  vi;ir<.  iind  to  have  been  contemjiorarv  with 
Hiiqi..   I,,;,  ,  :,,,.i  '.  A'-n.—llcrbdol. 

" ''  !  II  I  ■■  Parisatis"  of  the  Persians,  signi- 
fies ■■  •    , ..  '     .1  :,,  i\  ."—Idem. 


of  the  garden,  and  kept  no  country-house, 
he  purchased  a  country-seat  at  a  small  dis- 
tance from  the  city,  surrounded  with  a  large 
tract  of  arable  laud,  meadows,  and  woods.  | 
As  the  house  was  not  suiiiciently  handsome 
nor  convenient,  he  imUed  it  down,  and 
spared  no  expense  to  make  it  maguilicent. 
He  went  every  day  to  hasten,  by  his  pre- 
sence, the  great  number  of  workmen  he 
employed ;  and  as  soon  as  there  was  an 
a2)artmcnt  ready  to  receive  him,  he  jjassed 
several  days  together  there,  when  his  pre- 
sence was  not  necessary  at  court ;  and  by 
the  same  exertions,  the  house  was  furnished 
in  the  richest  manner,  answerably  to  the 
magnilicence  of  the  edifice.  Afterwards  he 
made  gardens,  according  to  the  plan  di-awn 
by  himself,  after  the  manner  of  the  great 
lords  in  Persia.  He  took  in  a  large  com- 
pass of  ground  for  a  park,  which  he  walled 
round,  and  stocked  with  fallow  deer,  that 
the  princes  and  princess  might  divert  them- 
selves with  hunting  when  they  jdeased. 

When  this  country-seat  was  finished  and 
fit  for  habitation,  the  intendant  of  the  gar- 
dens went  and  cast  himself  at  the  sultan's 
feet,  and,  after  representing  to  him  how 
long  he  had  served  him,  and  the  infirmities 
of  age  which  he  found  growing  iijion  him, 
he  begged  he  would  permit  him  to  resign 
his  charge  into  his  majesty's  hands,  and  re- 
tire. The  sidtan  gave  him  leave  with  the 
more  pleasure,  because  he  was  satisfied 
with  his  long  services,  both  in  his  father's 
reign  and  his  own  ;  and  when  he  granted  it, 
he  asked  him  what  he  should  do  to  recom- 
pense him.  "  Sir,"  replied  the  intendant  of 
the  gardens,  "I  have  received  so  many 
obligations  from  your  majesty,  and  the  late 
sultan  your  father,  of  liapj)y  memorj%  that 
I  desire  no  more  than  the  honour  of  dying 
in  your  favour." 

He  took  his  leave  of  the  sultan  Khos- 
rouschah,  and  afterwards  returned  to  the 
country  retreat  he  had  built  with  the  two 
princes,  Bahman  and  Perviz,  and  the  prin- 
cess Parizade.  His  wife  had  been  dead  some 
years,  and  he  himself  had  not  lived  above 
six  months  with  them,  before  he  was  sur- 
prised by  so  sudden  a  death,  that  he  had 
nnt  time  to  give  them  the  least  account  of 
their  birth,  Avhich  he  had  resolved  to  do, 
as  necessary  to  oblige  them  to  continue 
to  live,  as  they  had  then  done,  agreeable 
to  their  rank  and  condition,  and  the  edu- 
cation he  had  given  them,  and  to  their  own 
inclination. 

The  i)rinces  Bahman  and  Perviz,  and  the 
I)rincess  Parizade,  who  knew  no  other  father 
than  the  intendant  of  the  sidtan's  gardens, 
regretted  and  bewailed  him  as  sitch,  and 
paid  him  all  the  honours  in  his  fimeral  ob- 
sequies which  their  love  and  filial  gratitude 
required  of  them.  Content  with  the  plen- 
tiful fortune  he  left  them,   they  lived  to- 
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getlier  in  tlic  same  perfoct  union,  free  from 
the  ambition  of  distinguisliing  themselves  at 
court,  with  a  view  to  ])Lices  of  honour  and 
dignity,  which  they  miglit  easily  have  ob- 
tained. 

One  day,  when  the  two  jirinces  were 
linnting,  and  the  jn-incess  Tarizado  stayed 
at  home,  a  religious  old  woman  came  to  the 
gate,  and  desired  leave  to  go  in  to  say  her 
[>rayci-s,  it  being  then  the  hour.  The  ser- 
vants went  and  asked  the  princess's  leave, 
who  ordered  them  to  shew  her  into  the  ora- 
tory, which  the  inteudant  of  the  sultau's 
gardens  had  taken  care  to  fit  up  in  his 
house,  for  want  of  a  mosque  iu  the  neigh- 
bourhood. She  bade  them  also,  after  the 
good  woman  had  finished  her  pray  ens,  shew 
her  the  house  and  gardens,  and  then  bring 
her  to  her. 

The  religious  old  woman  M'ent  into  the 
oratorj%  said  her  prayers,  and  when  she 
came  out  again,  two  of  the  princess's  wo- 
men, who  waited  on  her,  invited  her  to  see 
the  house  and  gardens  ;  which  civility  she 
accepted  of,  and  followed  them  from  one 
apartment  to  another,  and  observed,  as  a 
person  who  understood  what  belonged  to 
furniture,  the  nice  arrangement  of  every- 
thing. They  conducted  her  also  into  the 
garden,  the  disposition  of  which  she  found 
so  new  and  well  planned,  that  she  admired 
it,  observing  that  the  person  who  drew  it 
must  have  been  an  excellent  master  of  his 
art.  Afterwards  she  was  brought  before 
the  princess,  who  waited  for  her  in  the  great 
liall,  which,  in  propriety,  beauty,  and  rich- 
ness, exceeded  all  she  had  admired  before  in 
the  apartments. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  saw  the  devout 
woman,  she  said  to  her,  ' '  ISIy  good  mother, 
come  near  and  sit  down  by  me.  I  am  over- 
joyed at  the  happiness  of  having  the  oppor- 
tunity of  profiting  for  some  moments  by  the 
good  exani]ile  and  discourse  of  such  a  person 
as  you,  who  has  taken  the  right  way,  by 
dedicating  yoiirself  to  the  service  of  God.  I 
v.'ish  everybody  were  as  wise.'l 

The  religious  woman,  instead  of  sitting 
upon  a  sofa,  would  only  sit  upon  the  edge 
of  it.  The  princess  would  not  permit  her 
to  do  so,  but  rising  from  her  scat,  and 
taking  her  by  the  hand,  obliged  her  to  come 
and  sit  by  her.  Tlie  good  woman,  sensible 
of  the  civility,  said,  "  Madam,  I  ought  not 
to  have  so  much  respect  shewn  me  ;  but 
since  you  command  me,  and  are  mistress 
of  your  own  house,  I  obey  you."  When 
she  had  sat  down,  before  they  entered  into 
any  conversation,  one  of  the  princess's  wo- 
men brought  a  little  low  table  of  mother  of 
pearl  and  ebony,  with  a  china  dish  full  of 
cakes  upon  it,  and  a  great  many  others  set 
round  it  full  of  fruits  in  season,  and  wet  and 
dry  sweetmeats. 

The  princess  took  up  one  of  the  cakes, 


and  presenting  her  with  it,  said,  "Eat,  good 
mother,  and  make  choice  of  what  you  like 
best ;  you  had  need  to  eat  after  coming  so 
far."  "Madam,"  replied  the  good  woman, 
"I  am  not  used  to  eat  such  nice  things; 
but  will  not  refuse  what  C!od  has  me  sent  by 
so  liberal  a  hand  as  yours." 

While  the  religious  woman  was  eating, 
the  princess  ate  something  too,  to  bear  her 
company,  and  asked  her  a  great  many  ques- 
tions iipon  the  exercise  of  devotion  which 
she  j)ractised,  and  how  she  lived :  all  which 
questions  she  answered  with  great  modesty. 
Talking  of  several  things,  at  last  she  asked 
her  what  she  thought  of  tlie  house,  and  how 
she  liked  it. 

"Madam,"  answered  the  devout  woman, 
"I  must  certainly  have  very  bad  taste  to 
disapprove  anything  in  it,  since  it  is  beau- 
tiful, regidar,  and  magnificently  furnished, 
with  exactness  and  judgment,  and  all  its 
ornaments  adjusted  in  the  best  manner.  Its 
situation  is  an  agreeable  spot,  and  no  garden 
can  be  more  delightful ;  but  yet  if  you  will 
give  me  leave  to  speak  my  mind  freely,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  tell  you  that  this 
house  would  be  incomparable  if  it  had  three 
things  which  are  wanting  to  it."  "My 
good  mother,"  replied  the  princess  Parizade, 
"what  are  those  three  things ?  I  conjure 
you,  in  God's  name,  to  tell  me  what  they 
are  :  I  will  spare  nothing  to  get  them,  if  it 
be  possible." 

"Madam,"  replied  the  devout  woman, 
"the  first  of  these  thi-ee  things  is  the 
speaking  bird,  which  is  called  Bulbulkezer, 
and  is  so  singular  a  creature,  that  it  can 
draw  round  it  all  the  singing  birds  of  the 
neighbourhood  which  come  to  accompany 
his  song.  The  second  is,  the  singing  tree, 
the  leaves  of  which  are  so  many  mouths, 
which  form  a  harmonious  concert  of  dif- 
ferent voices,  and  never  cease.  The  third 
is  the  yellow  water  of  gold  colour,  a  single 
di'op  of  which  being  poured  into  a  vessel 
properly  prepared,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
gai-den,  it  inci-eases  so  that  it  fills  it  imme- 
diately, and  rises  iij)  in  the  middle  like  a 
foTmtain,  which  continually  plays  in  it,  and 
yet  the  basin  never  overflows." 

"Ah!  my  good  mother,"  cried  the  prin- 
cess, "how  much  am  I  obliged  to  you  for 
the  knowledge  of  these  things  !  They  are 
surprising,  and  I  never  before  heard  there 
were  such  curious  and  wonderful  things  in 
the  world ;  but  as  T  am  well  persuaded  that 
you  know  where  they  are,  I  expect  that  you 
should  do  me  the  favour  to  tell  me. " 

"]\Iadam,"  replied  the  good  woman,  "I 
should  be  unworthy  the  hos]iitality  you 
have  with  so  much  goodness  shewn  me,  if 
I  shoidd  refuse  to  satisfy  your  cm-iosity  in 
that  point ;  and  am  glad  to  have  the  honour 
to  tell  yon  that  these  three  things  are  to  be 
met  with  in  the  same  spot,  ou  the  confinea 
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of  this  kingdom,  towards  India.  The  road 
to  it  lies  before  your  house,  and  whoever 
you  send  needs  but  to  follow  it  for  twenty 
days,  and  on  the  twentieth  let  him  but  ask 
the  first  person  he  meets  where  the  speaking 
bird,  singing  tree,  and  yellow  water  are,  and 
he  will  be  informed."  After  these  words, 
she  rose  from  her  seat,  took  her  leave,  and 
went  her  way. 

The  princess  Parizade's  thoughts  were  so 
taken  up  with  what  the  religious  woman 
had  told  her  of  the  speaking  bird,  singing 
tree,  and  yellow  Avater,  that  she  never  per- 
ceived she  was  gone,  till  she  wanted  to  ask 
her  some  question  for  her  better  information ; 
for  she  thought  that  what  she  had  told  her 
was  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  exposing  her- 
self by  undertaking  a  long  journey  possibly 
to  no  purjjose.  However,  she  would  not 
send  after  her  to  fetch  her  back,  but  en- 
deavoured to  remember  all  she  had  told  her ; 
and  when  she  thought  she  had  recollected 
every  word,  she  took  real  pleasure  in  think- 
ing of  tlie  satisfaction  she  should  have,  if 
she  could  get  these  wondei-ful  things  into 
her  possession ;  but  the  difficidtics  she  ap- 
prehended, and  the  fear  of  not  succeeding, 
made  her  very  uneasy. 

8he  was  lost  in  these  thoughts,  Avhen  her 
brothers  returned  from  hunting;  who,  when 
they  entered  the  great  hall,  instead  of  iind- 
ing  her  lively  and  gay,  as  she  used  to  be, 
were  amazed  to  sec  her  so  pensive,  and 
hang  down  her  head  as  if  something  trou- 
bled her. 

"Sister,"  said  jmnce  Bahman,  "what  is 
become  of  all  your  mii-th  and  gaiety  ?  Are 
you  not  well  ?  or  has  some  misfortune  be- 
fallen you  ?  Has  anybody  given  you  rea- 
son to  be  so  melancholy  ?  Tell  lis,  that  we 
may  know  how  to  act,  and  give  you  some 
relief.  If  anybody  has  affronted  you,  we 
will  resent  it." 

The  princess  Parizade  remained  in  the 
same  posture  sometime  without  answering  ; 
but  at  last  lifted  up  her  eyes  to  look  at  her 
brothers,  and  then  held  them  down  again, 
telling  them  nothing  distiu'bed  her. 

"Sister,"  said  i^rince  Bahman,  "yon  con- 
ceal the  truth  from  us  ;  there  must  be  some- 
thing of  consequence.  It  is  impossible,  for 
the  short  time  we  have  been  absent,  we 
could  observe  so  sudden  a  change,  if  nothing 
was  the  matter  with  you.  You  would  not 
have  us  satisfied  with  the  unsatisfactory 
answer  you  have  given  us :  do  not  conceal 
anything  from  us,  unless  you  would  have 
us  believe  that  you  renounce  the  friendship 
and  strict  union  wliich  hav^e  hitherto  subsisted 
between  us  from  our  infancy." 

The  princess,  who  had  not  the  smallest 
intention  to  break  with  her  brothers,  would 
not  suffer  them  to  entertain  such  a  thought, 
but  said,  "When  I  told  you  nothing  dis- 
turbed me,  I  meant,  nothing  that  was  of 


any  great  importance  to  you ;  but  to  me  it 
is  of  some  consequence  ;  and  since  you  jiress 
me  to  tell  you  by  our  strict  union  and  friend- 
ship, which  ai-e  so  dear  to  me,  I  will.  You 
think,  and  I  always  believed  so  too,  that 
this  house,  which  our  late  father  built  for 
us,  was  comiilete  in  everything,  and  that 
nothing  was  wanting.  But  this  day  I  have 
learned  that  it  wants  three  things,  which 
woiild  render  it  so  perfect,  that  no  country- 
seat  in  the  world  could  be  compared  with  it. 
These  three  things  are,  the  speaking  bird, 
the  .singing  tree,  and  the  yellow  water." 
After  she  had  informed  them  wherein  con- 
sisted the  excellency  of  these  three  rarities, 
"a  religious  woman,"  added  she,  "has  made 
this  discovery  to  me,  and  told  me  the  place 
where  they  are  to  be  found,  and  the  way 
thither.  Perhaps  you  may  imagine  these 
things  to  bo  trifles,  and  of  little  consequence 
to  render  our  house  complete,  and  that, 
without  these  additions,  it  will  always  be 
thought  fine  enough  with  what  it  ah-eady 
contains,  and  that  we  can  do  without  tliem. 
You  may  think  as  you  please  ;  but  I  cannot 
help  telling  you  tliat  I  am  persuaded  they 
are  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  shall  not  be 
easy  without  them.  Therefore,  whether  you 
value  them  or  not,  I  desire  you  to  give  me 
your  oijinion,  and  consider  what  j)erson  you 
may  think  proper  for  me  to  send  on  this 
conquest." 

"Sister,"  replied  Prince  Bahman,  "no- 
thing can  concern  you  in  which  we  have 
not  an  equal  interest.  It  is  enough  you 
have  an  earnest  desire  for  the  things  you 
mention,  to  oblige  us  to  take  the  same  in- 
terest ;  but  if  you  liad  not,  we  feel  our- 
selves inclined  of  our  own  accord,  and  for 
our  own  particular  satisfaction.  I  am  per- 
suaded my  brother  is  of  the  same  o])inion, 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  undertake  this 
conquest,  as  you  call  it ;  for  the  imjiortauce 
and  singularity  of  it  deserve  that  name.  I 
will  take  that  charge  upon  myself ;  only 
tell  me  the  place,  and  the  way  to  it,  and  I 
will  defer  my  journey  no  longer  than  till 
to-morrow." 

"  Brother,"  said  prince  Perviz,  "  it  is  not 
convenient  tliat  you,  M'ho  are  the  head  and 
support  of  the  family,  should  be  absent  so 
long.  I  desire  my  sister  would  join  with 
me  to  oblige  you  to  abandon  your  design, 
and  allow  me  to  undertake  it.  I  hope  to 
acquit  myself  as  well  as  you,  and  it  will  be 
a  more  regular  proceeding."  "I  am  jjer- 
suaded  of  your  good-Avill,  brother,"  replied 
prince  Bahman,  "  and  that  you  will  acquit 
yourself  as  weU  as  me  in  this  journey  ;  but 
I  have  resolved  on  it,  and  will  do  it.  You 
shall  stay  at  home  with  our  sister,  and  I 
need  not  recommend  her  to  you."  He  spent 
the  remainder  of  that  day  in  making  pre- 
parations for  his  journey,  and  informing 
himself  from  the  princess  of  tlie  direction.s 
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the  devout  ■woman  left  her,  that  he  might 
not  miss  his  way. 

The  next  morning  early,  prince  Bahman 
mounted  his  horse,  and  prince  Perviz  and 
the  princess  Parizade,  Avho  would  see  him 
set  out,  embraced,  and  wished  him  a  good 
journey.  But  in  the  midst  of  their  adieus, 
the  princess  recollected  one  thing  which  she 
had  not  thought  on  before.  "Brother," 
said  she,  "I  had  quite  forgotten  the  ac- 
cidents which  attend  travellers.  Who 
knows  whether  I  shall  ever  see  you  again? 
Alight,  I  beseech  you,  and  give  up  this 
journey.  I  would  rather  be  deprived  of 
the  sight  and  possession  of  the  speaking 
bird,  singing  tree,  and  yellow  water,  than 
run  the  risk  of  never  seeing  you  more." 

"Sister,"  replied  prince  Bahuian,  smiling 
at  the  sudden  fears  of  the  princess  Parizade, 
"  my  resolution  is  fixed,  and  were  it  not,  I 
should  determine  upon  it  now,  and  yoii 
must  allow  me  to  execute  it.  The  acci- 
dents you  speak  of  befall  only  those  who 
are  unfortunate.  It  is  true,  1  may  be  of 
that  number ;  but  there  are  more  who  are 
not  so  tlian  who  are,  and  I  may  be  of  the 
former  number.  But  as  events  aie  uncer- 
tain, and  I  may  fall  in  this  imdertaking,  all 
I  can  do  is  to  leave  you  this  knife." 

Then  prince  Bahman,  pulling  a  knife  out 
of  his  pocket,  and  presenting  it  in  the  sheath 
to  the  princess,  said,  "Take  this  knife, 
sister,  and  give  yourself  the  trouble  some- 
times to  irnll  it  out  of  the  sheath  :  while 
you  see  it  clean  as  it  is  now,  it  shall  be  a 
sign  that  I  am  alive  ;  but  if  yoii  find  it 
stained  with  blood,  then  you  may  believe 
me  dead,  and  indulge  me  with  your  jirayers." 

The  princess  Pai-izade  could  obtain  no- 
thing more  of  pi-ince  Bahman.  He  liade 
adieu  to  her  and  prince  Pei'viz  for  the  last 
time,  and  rode  away  well  mounted,  ai-med, 
and  equipped.  When  he  got  into  the  road, 
I  he  never  turned  to  the  right  hand  nor  to 
the  left,  but  went  directly  forwards  toward 
India.  The  twentieth  da}--  he  perceived  on 
the  roadside  a  hideous  old  man,  who  sat 
under  a  tree  some  small  distance  from  a 
thatched  house,  which  was  his  retreat  from 
the  weather. 

His  eyebrows  were  white  as  snow,  and  so 
was  the  hair  of  his  head ;  his  whiskers  co- 
vered his  mouth,  and  his  beard  and  hair 
reached  down  to  his  feet.  The  uails  of  his 
hands  and  feet  were  grown  to  an  extensive 
length  ;  his  flat  broad  hat,  like  an  umbrella, 
covered  his  head.  He  had  no  clothes,  but 
only  a  mat  throwTi  round  his  body. 

Tliis  old  man  was  a  dervis,  who  liad  for 
many  years  retired  from  the  world,  and  had 
neglected  himself  to  give  himself  up  entirely 
to  the  sen-ice  of  God ;  so  that  at  last  he  was 
become  what  we  have  described. 

Prince  Bahman,  who  had  been  all  that 
morning  very  attentive  to  see  if  he  coidd 


meet  with  anybody  that  could  give  him  in- 
formation of  the  place  he  was  going  to, 
stopped  when  he  came  near  the  dervis,  as 
the  first  person  he  had  met,  and  alighted 
from  off  his  horse,  in  conformity  to  the 
directions  the  religious  woman  had  given 
the  princess  Parizade ;  and  leading  his  horse 
by  the  bridle,  advanced  towards  him,  and 
saluting  him,  said,  "  God  prolong  your  days, 
good  father,  and  grant  you  the  accomplish- 
ment of  j'our  desires." 

The  dervis  returned  the  prince's  saluta- 
tion, but  so  iminteUigibly,  that  he  could  not 
understand  one  word  he  said  :  prince  Bah- 
man perceiving  that  this  difficulty  proceeded 
from  the  dervis's  whiskers  hanging  over  his 
mouth,  and  unwilling  to  go  any  farther 
without  the  instructions  he  wanted,  he 
pulled  out  a  pair  of  scissors  he  had  about 
him,  and  having  tied  his  horse  to  a  branch 
of  the  tree,  said  to  the  dervis,  "Good 
dervis,  I  want  to  have  some  talk  with 
you  ;  but  your  whiskers  prevent  my  under- 
standing what  you  say ;  and  if  you  will  con- 
sent, I  will  cut  oft'  some  part  of  them  and 
of  your  eye-brows,  which  disfigures  you  so 
much,  that  you  look  more  like  a  bear  than 
a  man." 

The  dervis  did  not  oppose  the  prince,  but 
let  him  do  it ;  and  when  the  prince  had  cut 
off  as  miich  hair  as  he  thought  fit,  he  per- 
ceived that  the  dervis  had  a  good  com- 
plexion, and  that  he  did  not  seem  so  old  as 
he  really  was.  "Good  dervis,"  said  he, 
"if  I  had  a  glass,  I  would  shew  you  how 
young  you  look :  yoii  are  now  a  man, 
but  Ijefore,  nobody  could  tell  what  you 
were." 

The  kind  behaviour  of  prince  Bahman 
made  the  dervis  smile,  and  return  his  com- 
l)liment.  "Sir,"  said  he,  "whoever  you 
are  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  the 
good  office  you  have  done  me,  and  am  ready 
to  shew  my  gratitude,  by  doing  anything  in 
my  power  for  you.  You  must  have  alighted 
here  upon  some  account  or  other.  Tell  me 
what  it  is,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  serve  you 
if  I  can." 

"Good  dervis,"  replied  prince  Bahman, 
"  I  have  come  a  great  way,  and  am  in  search 
after  the  Sj^eaking  bird,  the  singing  tree, 
and  the  yellow  water ;  I  know  these  three 
things  are  not  far  from  hence,  but  cannot 
teU  exactly  the  place  where  they  are  to 
be  found  :  if  you  know,  I  conjure  you 
to  shew  me  the  way,  that  I  may  not  mis- 
take it,  and  lose  my  labour  after  so  long  a 
journey." 

The  prince,  while  he  spoke,  observed  that 
the  dervis  changed  countenance,  held  down 
his  eyes,  and  looked  very  serious,  and,  in- 
stead of  making  any  reply,  remained  silent ; 
which  obliged  him  to  say  to  him  again, 
"Good  fathei%  I  fancy  j^ou  heard  me;  tell 
me  whether  you  know  what  I  ask  you,  that 
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I  may  not  lose  my  time,  and  inform  myself 
Somewhere  else." 

At  last  the  dervis  broke  silence.  "  Sir," 
said  he  to  prince  Bahnian,  "  I  know  the 
way  you  ask  of  me ;  but  the  friendship 
which  I  conceived  for  you  the  first  moment 
I  saw  you,  and  which  is  grown  stronger  by 
the  service  yoii  have  done  me,  kept  me  in 
suspense,  whether  I  should  give  you  the 
satisfaction  you  desire."  "  What  motive  can 
hinder  you?"  replied  the  prince;  "and 
what  difficulties  do  you  find  in  so  doing?" 
"  I  will  tell  you,"  replied  the  derv-is  ;  "the 
danger  you  are  going  to  expose  yourself  to 
is  greater  than  you  can  believe.  A  great 
number  of  gentlemen,  of  as  much  bravery 
and  courage  as  yoii  can  have,  passed  by 
here,  and  asked  me  the  same  question  you 
do  now.  When  I  had  used  all  my  endea- 
vours to  persuade  them  to  desist,  they  would 
not  believe  me  ;  at  last,  I  have  j'ielded  to 
their  importunities ;  I  was  compelled  to 
shew  them  the  way,  and  I  can  assure  you 
they  have  all  perished,  and  I  have  not  seen 
one  come  back  again.  Therefore,  if  you 
have  any  regard  for  your  life,  take  my  ad- 
vice, go  no  farther,  return  home." 

Prince  Bahman  persisted  in  his  resolution. 
"I  will  not  believe,"  said  he  to  the  dervis, 
"but  that  your  advice  is  sincere.  I  am 
obliged  to  you  for  the  friendship  you  express 
for  me ;  biit  whatever  may  be  the  danger 
you  tell  me  of,  nothing  shall  make  me  change 
my  intention  :  whoever  attacks  me,  I  am 
well  armed,  and  can  say  I  am  as  brave  as 
any  one"  "But  they  who  shall  attack  you  are 
not  to  be  seen,"  replied  the  dervis,  "for 
there  are  a  gi-eat  many  of  them  ;  how  will 
you  defend  j'^ourself  against  invisible  per- 
sons?" "It  is  no  matter,"  answered  the 
prince  ;  "all  you  say  shall  not  persuade  me 
to  do  anything  contrary  to  my  duty.  Since 
you  know  the  waj',  I  conjure  you  once  more 
to  tell  me,  and  not  refuse  me  that  favour." 

When  the  dervis  found  he  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  2)rince  Bahman,  and  that  he  was 
obstinately  bent  to  pursue  his  journey,  not- 
•withstanding  the  wholesome  advice  he  gave 
Lim,  he  put  his  hand  into  a  bag  that  lay  by 
him,  and  pulled  out  a  bowl,  which  he  pre- 
sented to  him.  "Since  I  cannot  prevail  on 
you  to  hear  me  and  take  my  advice,"  said 
he,  "take  this  bowl,  and  when  you  are  on 
horseback  throw  it  ])efore  you,  and  follow  it 
to  the  foot  of  a  moimtain,  where  it  will  stop. 
As  soon  as  the  bowl  stojis,  alight,  and  leave 
your  horse  with  the  bridle  over  his  neck, 
and  he  will  stand  in  the  same  jdace  till  you 
return.  As  you  go  up  the  hill,  you  v.-ill  see 
on  your  right  and  left  hand  a  great  quantity 
of  large  black  stones,  and  will  hear  on  all 
sides  of  you  a  confusion  of  voices,  which  wiU 
say  a  thousand  injurious  things  to  you  to 
discourage  you,  and  ])revent  your  climbing 
up  to  the  top  of  the  hill :  but  take  care,  and 


be  not  afraid ;  and,  above  all  things,  do  not 
turn  your  head  to  look  behind  you  ;  for  in 
that  instant  you  wiU  be  changed  into  such  a 
black  stone  as  those  you  see,  which  are  all 
so  many  gentlemen,  who  had  faded  in  this 
euterin-ise,  as  I  told  you.  If  you  escape  the 
danger  which  I  give  you  but  a  slight  descrip- 
tion of,  that  you  might  reflect  on  it,  and  get 
to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  you  will  see  a 
cage,  and  in  that  cage  is  the  bird  you  seek  : 
ask  him  where  are  the  singing  tree  and  the 
yellow  water,  and  he  wiU  tell  you.  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say ;  this  is  what  you  have 
to  do,  and  the  danger  you  have  to  avoid ;  but 
if  you  would  believe  me,  you  would  take  my 
advice,  and  not  expose  your  life.  Consider 
once  more  while  you  have  time,  that  the 
difficidty  is  almost  insuperable,  and  attached 
to  a  condition  which  may  be  coimteracted 
even  by  inadvei-tence,  as  you  may  easily 
comi:)rehend. " 

"  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
repeated  advice,"  replied  prince  Bahman, 
after  he  had  received  the  bowl,  "but  can- 
not follow  it.  However,  I  will  endeavour 
to  conform  myself  to  that  part  of  it  which 
bids  me  not  look  behind  me  as  I  go  up,  and 
I  hope  to  come  and  see  you  again  soon,  and 
thank  you  more  when  I  have  got  what  I  am 
in  search  after."  After  these  words,  to 
which  the  dervis  made  no  other  answer 
than  that  he  should  be  overjoyed  to  see  him 
again,  and  wished  that  might  be  the  case, 
he  mounted  his  horse,  took  his  leave  of  the 
der\as  with  a  low  bow,  and  threw  the 
bowl  before  him. 

The  bowl  rolled  away  to  the  last  with  as 
much  swiftness  as  when  prince  Bahman  first 
delivered  it  out  of  his  hand,  which  obliged 
him  to  put  his  horse  to  the  same  jiace  to 
follow  it  without  losing  sight  of  it,  and  when 
it  came  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  which 
the  dervis  named,  it  stopped.  The  prince 
alighted  from  off  his  horse,  which  never 
stirred  from  the  spot,  though  he  had  the 
bridle  on  his  neck  ;  and  having  first  surveyed 
the  mountain,  and  seen  the  black  stones,  he 
began  to  climb  \\\)  it ;  but  had  not  gone  four 
steps,  before  he  heard  the  voices  mentioned 
by  the  dervis,  though  he  could  see  nobody. 
Some  said,  "Where  is  that  fool  going? 
where  is  he  going?  what  would  he  have? 
do  not  let  him  pass."  Others,  "Stop  him, 
catch  him,  kill  him;"  and  others  with  a 
voice  like  thunder,  "Thief!  assassin!  mur- 
derer ! "  while  some  in  a  gibing  tone,  cried, 
"Xo,  no;  do  not  hurt  him;  let  the  pretty 
fellow  pass  ;  the  cage  and  bird  are  keiit  for 
him." 

Notwithstanding  all  those  troublesome 
voices,  prince  Bahman  mounted  with  cou- 
rage and  resolution  for  some  time,  but  the 
voices  increasing  with  so  loud  a  din  so  near 
him,  both  l)ehind  and  before,  at  last  he  was 
seized  with  fear,   his  leffs   trembled  under 
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him,  he  stajii^ercd,  ami  itvcscntly  rinilingthat 
Lis  strenstli  failed  him,  lio  forgot  the 
dervis's  advice,  turned  about  to  run  down 
the  hill,  and  was  that  instant  changed  into 
a  black  stone, — a  metamorphosis  which  had 
happened  to  so  many  more  before  him  who 
had  attempted  the  same  thing.  His  horse 
likewise  underwent  the  same  change. 

From  the  time  of  prince  Bahman's  de- 
partur(>,  the  princess  Parizade  always  wore 
the  knife  and  sheath  in  her  girdle,  and  pulled 
it  out  several  times  in  a  day  to  know^  whether 
her  brother  was  alive.  She  had  the  conso- 
lation to  understand  ho  was  in  perfect 
health,  and  to  talk  of  him  frequently  with 
prince  Perviz,  who  sometimes  prevented  her 
by  asking  her  what  news. 

On  the  fatal  day  that  prince  Bahman  was 
metamoriihosed  into  a  stone,  as  prince  Per- 
viz  and  the  princess  were  talking  together 
in  the  evening,  as  usual,  the  prince  desired 
his  sister  to  pull  out  the  knife,  to  know  how 
their  brother  did.  The  jirincess  drew  out 
the  knife,  and  looking  upon  it,  and  seeing 
the  blood  run  down  the  point,  was  seized 
with  so  much  horror  and  grief,  that  she 
threw  it  down.  "Ah!  my  dear  brother," 
cried  she;  "  I  have  been  the  cause  of  your 
death,  and  shall  never  see  you  more  !  How 
unhappy  am  I !  Why  did  I  tell  you  of  the 
speaking  bird,  singing  tree,  and  yellow 
water  ?  or  rather,  of  what  importance  was  it 
to  me  to  know  whether  the  religions  woman 
thought  this  house  ugly  or  handsome,  or 
complete  or  not?  I  wish  to  heaven  she  had 
never  addressed  herself  to  me  !  Deceitful 
hyi^ocrite  ! "  added  she,  ' '  is  this  the  return 
you  have  made  ine  for  the  kind  rece])tion  I 
gave  you  ?  Why  did  you  tell  me  of  a  bird, 
a  tree,  and  a  water,  which,  imaginary  as 
I  am  persuaded  they  are,  by  my  dear 
brother's  death,  yet  disturb  me,  by  your 
enchantment. " 

Prince  Perviz  was  as  much  afflicted  at  the 
death  of  Prince  Bahman  as  the  princess ; 
but  not  to  waste  time  in  needless  regret,  as 
he  knew  by  the  pj-incess's  sorrow  that  she 
still  passionately  desired  the  jiossession  of 
the  speaking  bird,  the  singing  tree,  and  the 
golden  water,  he  interrupted  her,  and  said, 
"  Sister,  our  regret  for  our  brother  Bahman 
is  vain  and  useless  ;  our  grief  and  lamenta- 
tions cannot  restore  him  to  life  ;  it  is  the 
will  of  God,  and  we  must  submit  to  it,  and 
adore  the  decrees  of  the  Almighty  without 
searching  into  them.  Why  should  you  now 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  the  holy  woman 
told  you  ?  do  you  think  she  spoke  to  you  of 
three  things  that  were  not  in  being  ?  and 
that  she  invented  them  on  purpose  to  de- 
ceive you,  who  had  given  her  no  cause  to  do 
so,  but  received  her  with  so  much  gootluess 
and  civility  ?  Let  us  rather  believe  that  our 
brother's  death  is  owing  to  some  faidt  of 
hid,  or  some  accident,  which  we  cannot  con- 


crive.  It  ought  not  therefore  to  prevent  us 
from  pursuing  our  object.  I  oifered  to  go 
this  journey,  and  am  in  the  same  mind  still; 
his  example  has  no  effect  iipon  my  resolu- 
tion ;  to-morrow  T  will  go  myself." 

The  princess  did  all  she  could  to  dissuade 
prince  Perviz,  conjuring  him  not  to  expose 
her  to  the  danger  of  losing  two  brothers  in- 
stead of  one  ;  but  he  was  resolved,  and  all 
the  remonstrances  she  could  urge  had  no 
effect  upon  him.  Before  he  went,  that  .she 
might  know  what  success  he  had,  as  she  did 
that  of  his  brother  ])y  the  knife,  he  left  her 
a  string  of  a  hundred  pearls,  telling  her, 
that  if  they  would  not  run  when  she  told 
them  upon  the  string,  but  remain  lixed,  that 
should  be  a  certain  sign  he  had  undergone 
the  same  fate  as  his  brother  ;  but  at  the 
same  time  told  her,  he  hoped  that  would 
never  happen,  but  that  he  should  have  the 
hajii^iness  to  see  her  again,  to  their  mutual 
satisfaction. 

Prince  Perviz,  on  the  twentieth  day  from 
his  setting  out,  met  with  the  same  dervis 
in  the  same  place  his  bi-other  Bahman  had 
done  before  him.  He  went  directly  vip  to 
him,  and  after  he  had  saluted  him,  asked 
him  if  he  could  tell  him  where  to  fnid  the 
speaking  bird,  the  singing  tree,  and  the 
golden  water?  The  dervis  made  the  same 
difficulties  and  remonstrances  he  had  done 
to  prince  Bahman,  telling  him,  that  a  young 
gentleman,  who  very  much  resembled  him, 
was  with  him  a  short  time  before;  that, 
overcome  by  his  imjiortunity  and  pressing 
instances,  he  shewed  him  the  way,  gave  him 
a  guide,  and  told  him  how  he  shoidd  act  to 
succeed ;  but  that  he  had  not  seen  him  since, 
and  doubted  not  but  he  had  shared  the  same 
fate  as  all  before  him. 

"Good  dervis,"  answered  jDrince  Perviz, 
"  I  know  whom  you  speak  of  ;  he  was  my 
elder  brother,  and  I  am  informed  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  death,  but  know  not  what  it 
was."  "  I  can  tell  you,"  replied  the  dervis  ; 
"he  was  changed  into  a  black  stone,  as  all 
I  speak  of  have  been  ;  and  you  must  expect 
the  same  change,  unless  you  observe  more 
exactly  than  he  has  done  the  good  advice  I 
gave  him,  in  case  you  jjersist  in  your  resolu- 
tion, which  I  once  more  entreat  you  to  re- 
nounce." 

"Dervis,"  said  prince  Perviz,  "I  cannot 
enough  express  how  much  I  am  obliged  to 
you  for  the  care  you  take  of  my  life,  who 
am  a  stranger  to  you,  and  have  done  nothing 
to  deserve  your  kindness  :  but  I  must  tell 
you,  I  have  thoroughly  considered  this  en- 
terprise before  I  undertook  it,  and  I  cannot 
give  it  up ;  therefore  I  beg  of  you  to  do  me 
the  same  favour  you  have  done  my  brother. 
Perhaps  I  may  have  better  success  in  follow- 
ing the  directions  I  expect  from  you." 
"  Since  I  cannot  prevail  with  you,"  said  the 
dervis,  "nor  persuade  you  to  give  up  your 
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oljstiuate  resolution,  if  my  age  tlid  not  pre- 
vent me,  and  I  could  stand,  I  woidd  get  up 
to  reacli  you  a  bowl  I  have  here,  whicli 
•noil  isliew  you  the  way." 

Without  giving  the  der\ds  time  to  say 
more,  the  prince  alighted  from  his  horse,  and 
went  up  to  the  dervis,  who  had  taken  a  bowl 
out  of  his  bag,  in  wliich  he  had  a  great  many 
others,  and  gave  it  him,  with  the  same  direc- 
tions he  had  given  prince  Bahman ;  and, 
after  warning  him  not  to  be  frightened  at 
the  voices  he  should  hear,  without  seeing 
anybody,  however  threatening  they  might 
be,  but  to  contuiue  his  way  \\\)  the  hill  tiU 
he  saw  the  cage  and  bird,  he  let  him  go. 

Prince  Perviz  thanked  the  dervis,  and 
when  he  had  remounted  his  horse,  and  taken 
his  leave,  he  threw  his  bowl  before  his  horse, 
and  spurring  him  at  the  same  time,  followed 
it.  When  the  bowl  came  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hUl,  it  stopi)ed,  and  the  prince  got  off  his 
horse,  and  stood  some  time  to  recoUect  the 
dervis's  directions.  He  encouraged  him- 
self, and  began  to  walk  up  with  a  resolution 
to  reach  the  top;  but  before  he  had  gone 
above  six  steps,  he  heard  a  voice,  which 
«eemed  to  be  very  near  him,  as  of  a  man 
behind  him,  say,  in  an  insulting  tone,  "  Stay, 
rash  youth,  that  I  may  pimish  you  for  your 
boldness." 

Upon  this  affront,  the  prince  forgetting 
the  dervis's  advice,  clapped  his  hand  upon 
his  sword  and  drew  it,  and  turned  aboiit  to 
revenge  himself  ;  but  had  scarce  time  to  see 
that  nobody  followed  him,  before  he  and  his 
horse  were  changed  into  black  stones. 

In  the  meantime  the  princess  Parizade, 
several  times  a  day  after  her  brother  Perviz 
set  out,  strung  over  her  chaplet  which  she 
received  from  his  hand  the  day  he  set  out ; 
and  when  she  had  nothing  else  to  do,  she 
told  the  grains  over  her  fingers,  one  after 
another.  She  did  not  omit  it  at  night,  but 
when  she  went  to  bed  put  it  about  her  neck ; 
and  in  the  morning  when  she  awoke  coimted 
over  the  pearls  again  to  see  if  they  would 
slide. 

The  day  that  prince  Perviz  was  changed 
into  a  stone,  she  was  puUing  over  the  pearls 
as  she  used  to  do,  when  all  of  a  sudden  she 
coidd  not  stii-  them,  and  never  doubted  that 
it  was  a  certain  token  that  the  prince  her 
brother  was  dead.  As  she  had  determined 
before  what  to  do,  in  case  it  should  so  happen, 
she  lost  no  time  in  outward  show  of  grief, 
which  she  concealed  as  much  as  possible; 
but  having  disguised  herself  in  man's  apparel, 
armed  and  equipped,  she  mounted  her  horse 
the  next  morning,  having  told  her  ser^Mnts 
she  should  return  in  two  or  three  days,  and 
took  the  same  road  her  brothers  had  done 
before  her. 

The  princess,  who  had  been  used  to  ride 
on  horseback  in  hunting,  supported  the  fa- 
tigue of  so  long  a  journey  better  than  other 


ladies  could  have  done  ;  and  as  she  made 
the  same  days'  Journeys  as  her  brothers,  she 
also  met  with  the  dervis  on  the  twentieth 
day.  When  she  came  near  him,  she  alighted 
off  her  horse,  and  leading  him  by  the  bridle, 
went  and  sat  down  by  the  dervis,  and  after 
she  had  saluted  him,  she  said,  "  Good 
dervis,  give  me  leave  to  rest  myself  by  you; 
and  do  me  the  favoiir  to  tell  me  if  you  have 
not  heard  that  there  are  somewhere  here- 
abouts a  speaking  bird,  a  sLaging  tree,  and 
golden  water." 

"Madam,"  answered  the  dervis,  "for  so 
I  must  call  you,  since  by  your  voice  I  know 
you  to  be  a  woman  disguised  in  man's 
apparel,  I  thank  you  for  your  compliment, 
and  receive  the  honour  you  do  me  w"ith  great 
pleasure.  I  know  the  place  very  well  where 
these  things  you  speak  of  are  to  be  found : 
]jut  what  makes  you  ask  me  this  fpiestion  ?" 

"Good  dervis,"  rei^lied  the  princess,  "I 
haA'e  had  such  an  advantageous  relation  of 
them  given  me,  that  I  have  a  very  great 
desire  to  possess  them."  "Madam,"  replied 
the  dervis,  "you  have  been  told  the  truth. 
These  things  are  more  singular  and  surpris- 
ing than  they  have  been  represented  to  you  ; 
but  you  have  not  been  acquainted  with  the 
difficulties  which  must  be  surmoimted  in 
order  to  obtain  them.  If  you  had  been 
fully  informed  of  them,  you  would  not  haA'e 
undertaken  so  troublesome  and  dangerous 
an  enterjn-ise.  Take  my  advice ;  go  no 
farther ;  return,  and  do  not  virge  me  to  con- 
tribute towards  your  ruin." 

"  Good  father,"  said  the  princess,  "  I  have 
come  a  great  way,  and  shoiild  be  sorry  to 
return  home  withoixt  executing  my  design. 
You  talk  of  difficulties,  and  danger  of  my 
life ;  but  yoii  do  not  tell  me  what  those 
difficidties  are,  and  wherein  the  danger  con- 
sists. This  is  what  I  desire  to  know,  that  I 
may  consider  of  it,  and  judge  whether  I  can 
or  cannot  trust  my  coiu-age  and  strength  to 
undei-take  it." 

Then  the  dervis  repeated  to  the  princess 
Parizade  what  he  had  said  to  the  princes 
Bahman  and  Perviz,  exaggerating  the  diffi- 
culties of  climbing  up  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  where  she  was  to  make  herself 
mistress  of  the  bird,  which  would  inform  her 
of  the  singing  tree  and  golden  water;  the 
noise  and  din  of  the  terrible  threatening 
voices  which  she  would  hear  on  all  sides  of 
her,  without  seeing  anybody  ;  and  in  short, 
the  great  quantity  of  black  stones,  alone 
sufficient  to  strike  terror  into  her  and  every 
one  else.  He  entreated  her  to  reflect,  that 
these  stones  were  so  many  brave  gentlemen, 
so  metamorphosed,  for  omitting  to  observe 
the  principal  condition  for  success  ia  that 
undertaking,  which  was,  not  to  look  behind 
them  before  they  had  got  possession  of  the 
cage. 

When  the  dervis  had  done,  the  princess 
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replied,  "By  what  I  comprehend  from  your 
discourse,  the  difDculty  of  succeeding  in 
this  affair  is,  first,  the  getting  up  to  the 
cage,  without  being  frightened  at  the  ter- 
lible  din  of  voices  I  shall  hear ;  and  secondly, 
not  to  look  behind  me  :  for  this  last,  I  hope 
1  shall  be  mistress  enough  of  mj'self  to  ob- 
serve it.  As  to  the  fii'st,  I  own  that  those 
voices,  such  as  j^oii  represent  thcui  to  be, 
are  capable  of  striking  teiTor  into  the  most 
undaunted ;  but  as  in  all  enterprises  and 
dangers  every  one  may  use  contrivance,  I 
desire  to  know  of  you  if  I  may  make  use  of 
it  in  one  of  so  great  imjjortance  to  me." 
"And  what  is  that  you  would  make  use 
of?"  said  the  dervis.  "To  stop  my  ears 
with  cotton,"  answered  the  princess,  "that 
the  voices,  however  loud  and  terrible  they 
may  be,  may  make  less  im^jression  on  my 
imagination,  and  my  mind  may  remain  free 
from  that  disturbance  Avhich  might  make 
me  lose  the  Use  of  my  reason." 

"  Madam,"  replied  the  dervis,  "  of  all  the 
persons  who  have  addressed  themselves  to 
me  to  ask  the  w^ay,  I  do  not  know  that  ever 
any  one  made  use  of  the  contrivance  you 
projiose.  All  I  know  is,  they  all  perished. 
If  you  persist  in  your  design,  you  may  make 
the  experiment.  You  will  be  fortunate  if  it 
succeeds;  but  I  would  advise  you  not  to 
expose  yourself  to  the  danger." 

"My  good  father,"  replied  the  princess, 
"  nothing  prevents  my  i:)ersisting  in  my  de- 
sign. I  am  sure  my  contrivance  will  succeed, 
and  am  resolved  to  tiy  the  experiment.  No- 
thing remains  for  me  but  to  know  which 
Avay  I  must  go,  a  favoiu-  I  conjure  you  not 
to  refuse  mc."  The  dervis  exhorted  her 
again,  for  the  last  time,  to  consider  well 
what  she  was  going  to  do ;  but  finding  her 
resolute,  he  took  out  a  bowl,  and  presenting 
it  to  her,  said,  "Take  this  bowl;  mount 
your  horse  again,  and  when  you  have  thrown 
it  before  you,  foUow  it  through  all  its  wind- 
ings, till  it  stops  at  the  bottom  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  there  do  you  stoj),  light  off  yoiir 
horse,  and  ascend  the  mountain.  Go,  you 
know  the  rest ;  but  be  sure  not  to  foi-get  to 
avail  yourself  of  what  I  have  told  yovi." 

After  the  princess  Parizade  had  thanked 
the  dervis,  and  taken  her  leave  of  him,  she 
mounted  her  horse,  threw  the  bowl  before 
her,  and  followed  it  till  it  stopped  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain. 

The  princess  alighted  off  her  horse,  stop- 
ped her  ears  with  cotton ;  and  after  she  had 
well  examined  the  way  she  was  to  keep  to 
get  np  to  the  top,  she  began  with  a  moderate 
pace,  and  walked  xip  with  intrepidity.  She 
heard  the  voices,  and  perceived  the  great 
service  the  cotton  was  to  her.  The  higher 
she  went,  the  louder  and  more  numerous 
the  voices  seemed ;  but  they  were  not  caji- 
aV>le  of  making  any  impression  on  her.  She 
heard  a  great  many  affronting  speeches  and 


raillery  very  disagreeable  to  a  woman,  which 
she  only  laughed  at.  "I  mind  not,"  said 
she  to  herself,  "all  that  can  be  said,  were  it 
worse  ;  I  only  laugh  at  them,  and  shall  jiur- 
sue  my  waj'."  At  last  she  got  so  high,  that 
she  began  to  perceive  the  cage  and  bird, 
which  endeavoured  with  the  voices,  to 
frighten  her,  crying  in  a  thundering  voice, 
notwithstanding  the  smallness  of  its  siiie, 
"Retire,  fool,  and  come  no  higher." 

The  princess,  encouraged  more  by  this 
object,  redoubled  her  haste.  When  she  saw 
herself  just  at  her  journey's  end,  she  got  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  where  the  groiuul 
was  level;  and  running  directly  to  the  cage, 
and  clapijing  her  hand  upon  it,  cried,  "Bird, 
I  have  you,  in  spite  of  you,  and  you  shall  not 
escape  me." 

When  the  princess  Parizade  was  piilling 
the  cotton  out  of  her  ears,  the  bird  said  to 
her,  ' '  Bravo  lady,  be  not  angry  with  me  for 
joining  with  those  who  exerted  themselves 
to  preserve  my  libei-ty.  Though  kept  in  a 
cage,  I  was  content  with  my  condition ;  but 
since  I  am  destined  to  be  a  slave,  I  Avould 
rather  be  yours  than  any  other  jierson's  in 
the  world,  since  you  have  obtained  me  so 
courageously  and  so  worthily.  From  this 
instant  I  swear  inviolable  fidelity  to  you, 
and  an  entire  submission  to  your  commands. 
I  know  who  you  are,  and  will  teU  you.  You 
do  not  kirow  yourself  who  you  are ;  but  the 
time  will  come  when  T  shall  do  you  a  piece 
of  service,  which  I  hope  you  will  think  your- 
self obliged  to  me  for.  For  a  proof  of  my 
sincerity,  teU  me  what  yoii  desire,  and  I  am 
ready  to  obey  you." 

The  princess's  joy  was  the  more  inexxires- 
sible,  because  the  conquest  she  had  made 
had  cost  her  the  lives  of  two  beloved 
brothers,  and  given  her  more  trouble  and 
danger  than  she  could  have  imagined  before 
she  tried  it,  notwithstanding  what  the  der- 
vis had  represented  to  her.  "Bird,"  said 
she,  ' '  it  was  my  intention  to  have  told  you 
that  I  wish  for  many  things  which  are  of 
the  last  importance  to  me ;  and  am  over- 
joyed that  you  have  shewn  your  good  will 
and  prevented  me.  I  have  been  told  that 
there  is  not  far  off  a  golden  water,  the  pro- 
perty of  which  is  very  wonderfid  ;  before  all 
things,  I  ask  you  to  teU  me  where  it  is." 
The  bird  shewed  her  tlie  j^lace,  which  was 
just  by,  and  she  went  and  filled  a  little  silver 
flagon  which  she  had  brought  along  with 
her.  She  returned  to  the  bird,  and  said, 
"Bird,  this  is  not  enough;  I  want  also  the 
singing  tree  :  tell  me  where  it  is."  "Turn 
about,"  said  the  bird,  "and  you  will  see  be- 
hind you  a  wood,  where  you  will  find  this 
tree."  The  princess  went  into  the  wood, 
and  by  the  hai-monious  concert  she  heard, 
soon  knew  the  tree  among  many  others,  but 
it  was  very  large  and  high.  She  came  l^ack 
to  the  bird,  and  said  to  it,  "Bird,  I  have 
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fouud  tlie  singing  tree,  but  I  can  neither  piUl 
it  np  by  the  roots  nor  carry  it."  The  bird  re- 
plied, "It  is  not  necessary  that  you  should 
take  it  uj)  by  the  roots ;  it  is  enough  that 
you  break  off  a  branch,  and  carry  it  to  i)lant 
in  your  garden  ;  it  will  take  root  as  soon  as 
it  is  put  into  the  earth,  and  in  a  little  time 
will  grow  to  as  fine  a  tree  as  this  you  see." 

When  the  princess  Parizade  had  in  her 
hand  the  three  things  which  the  religious 
woman  had  told  her  of,  and  for  which  she 
had  conceived  so  great  a  desire,  she  said 
again  to  the  bird,  "Bird,  all  you  have  done 
for  me  yet  is  not  enough.  You  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  death  of  my  two  brothers, 
Avhomust  be  among  the  black  stones  which 
I  saw  as  I  came  up  the  hill.  I  wish  to  take 
them  home  with  me." 

The  bird  seemed  reluctant  to  satisfy  the 
princess  in  this  point,  and,  indeed,  made 
some  difficulty  to  do  it.  "Bird,"  said  the 
l)rincess,  "  remember  you  told  me  that  you 
were  my  slave.  You  are  so  ;  and  your  life 
is  in  my  disjiosal."  "I  cannot  controvert 
that  truth,"  answered  the  bird;  "but,  al- 
though what  you  now  ask  of  me  is  more 
difiicidt  than  all  the  rest,  yet  I  Avill  do  it  for 
you.  Cast  your  eyes  around,"  added  he, 
"and  look  if  you  can  see  a  little  pitcher." 
' '  I  see  it  already, "  said  the  princess.  ' '  Take 
it  then,"  said  he,  "and  as  you  go  down  the 
hdl,  spill  a  little  of  the  water  that  is  in  it 
upon  every  black  stone,  and  that  will  be  the 
way  to  fiud  your  brothers  again." 

The  princess  Parizade  took  up  the  pitcher, 
and  carried  with  her  the  cage  and  bird,  the 
flagon  of  golden  water,  and  the  branch  of 
the  singing  tree  ;  and  as  she  went  down  the 
hill,  spilt  a  little  of  the  Avater  on  every  black 
stone,  which  was  changed  immediately  into 
a  man  ;  and  as  she  did  not  miss  one  stone, 
aU  the  liorses,  both  of  the  princes,  her  bro- 
thers, and  of  the  other  gentlemen,  resumed 
their  former  sha])e.  She  presently  knew 
prince  Bahman  and  prince  Perviz,  as  they 
did  her,  and  ran  to  embrace  her.  She  re- 
turned their  embraces,  and  expressed  her 
amazement.  "What  do  you  here,  my  dear 
brothers?"  said  she.  They  told  her  they 
had  been  asleep.  "  Yes,"  replied  she,  "and 
if  it  had  not  been  for  me,  perhaps  you  might 
have  slept  till  the  day  of  judgment.  Do  not 
you  remember  that  you  came  here  to  fetch 
the  speaking  Ijird,  the  singing  tree,  and  the 
yellow  water?  and  did  not  you  see,  as  you 
came  along,  the  place  covered  with  black 
stones  ?  Look  and  see  if  there  be  any  now. 
The  gentlemen  you  see  here,  and  their  horses 
which  surround  us,  and  you  yourselves,  were 
these  black  stones.  If  j'ou  desire  to  know 
how  this  wonder  was  performed,"  continued 
she,  shewing  the  pitcher,  which  she  set 
downi  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  having  no 
further  ixse  for  it,  "it  was  done  by  virtue  of 
the  water  which  was  in  this  pitcher,  with 


which  I  sprinkled  every  stone.  After  T  had 
made  this  speaking  bird  (which  yoii  see  in 
this  cage)  my  slave,  by  his  directions  I 
found  out  the  singing  tree,  a  branch  of  Avhich 
I  have  now  in  my  hand,  and  the  yellow  water, 
which  this  llagon  is  tilled  with ;  but  being 
still  unwilling  to  return  home  without  taking 
you  with  me,  I  constrained  the  bird,  by  the 
power  I  liad  over  him,  to  afford  me  the 
means.  He  told  me  where  to  find  this 
pitcher,  and  the  use  I  v.'as  to  make  of  it. 

Prince  Bahman  and  prince  Perviz  knew 
by  this  discourse  the  obligation  they  had  to 
the  princess  their  sister,  as  did  all  the  other 
gentlemen,  who  were  collected  round,  and 
heard  all  that  was  said ;  and  expressed  to 
the  princess,  that,  far  from  envying  her  hap- 
piness in  the  conquest  she  had  made,  and 
they  all  asj)ired  to,  they  thought  that  they 
could  not  any  otherwise  acknowledge  the 
favour  she  had  done  them,  or  better  express 
their  gratitude  to  her  for  restoring  them  to 
life  again,  than  by  declaring  themselves  all 
her  slaves,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  obey 
her  in  whatever  she  should  comnuind. 

"Gentlemen,"  replied  the  princess,  "if 
you  had  given  any  attention  to  my  discourse, 
you  might  have  observed,  that  I  had  no 
other  intention  in  what  I  have  done  than  to 
fiud  out  my  brothers  again ;  therefore,  if 
you  have  received  any  benefit,  you  have  no 
obligation  to  me  for  it,  and  I  have  no  further 
share  in  your  comjihrnent  than  your  polite- 
ness towards  me,  and  I  return  you  my  thanks, 
as  I  ought.  In  other  respects,  I  look  upon 
each  of  you  individually  as  persons  free,  as 
you  were  before  your  misfortunes  ;  and  T 
rejoice  with  you  for  the  haitpiness  Avhich 
has  accrued  to  you  by  my  means.  Let  us, 
however,  stay  no  longer  in  a  place  w^here 
we  have  nothing  to  detain  lis,  but  mount 
our  horses,  and  return  to  our  resjiective 
homes." 

The  princess  Parizade  shewed  them  the 
way.  She  went  and  took  her  horse,  which 
stood  in  the  same  place  where  she  left  him. 
Before  she  moimted,  prince  Bahman,  who 
would  help  her,  desired  her  to  give  him  the 
cage  to  carry.  "Brother,"  rejjlicd  the  prin- 
cess, "the  l^ird  is  my  slave,  and  I  -will  cany 
him  myself;  if  you  will  take  the  pains  to 
carry  the  branch  of  the  singing  tree,  there  it 
is  ;  only  hold  the  cage  while  I  get  on  horse- 
back." When  she  had  mounted  her  horse, 
and  prince  Bahman  had  given  her  the  cage, 
she  turned  about  and  said  to  jninco  Perviz, 
"I  leave  the  fiagon  of  golden  water  to  your 
care,  if  it  will  not  be  too  much  trouble  for 
you  to  carry."  Prince  Perviz  took  charge 
of  it  with  pleasure. 

When  prince  Bahman  and  prince  Perviii, 
and  all  the  gentlemen,  had  mounted  their 
horses,  the  princess  Parizade  waited  for 
some  of  them  to  lead  the  way.  The  two 
princes  iiaid  that  compliment  to  the  gentle- 


THE  SISTERS  WHO  ENVIED  THEIR    YOUNGER  SISTER.      533 


men,  and  tlicy  .again  to  the  princess,  ■vvlio, 
finding  that  none  of  them  wouhl  accept  of 
the  honour,  hiit  that  it  was  reserved  for  her, 
addressed  herself  to  them,  and  said,  "Gen- 
tlemen, I  expect  that  some  of  you  shoidd 
lead  the  Avay ; "  to  which  one  who  Avas 
nearest  to  her,  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  re- 
plied, "Madam,  were  we  ignorant  of  the 
resi)ect  due  to  yonr  sex,  yet,  after  what  you 
have  done  for  us,  there  is  no  respect  we 
would  not  Avillingly  pay  you,  notwithstand- 
ing your  modesty :  we  entreat  you  no  longer 
to  deprive  us  of  the  happiness  of  following 
you." 

"Clentlemen,"  said  the  princess,  "I  do 
Udt  deserve  the  honour  you  do  me,  and  ac- 
cept it  only  because  you  desire  it."  At  the 
same  time,  she  led  the  way,  and  the  two 
princes  and  gentlemen  followed  her  v.ithout 
the  least  distinction. 

This  illustrious  company  called  upon  the 
dervis,  as  they  passed  by,  to  thank  him  for 
his  good  reception  and  wholesome  advice, 
Mhich  they  all  found  to  be  sincere.  But  he 
was  dead ;  whether  of  old  age,  or  because 
he  was  no  longer  necessary  to  shew  the  way 
to  the  obtaining  the  three  rarities  which  the 
princess  Tarizade  Avas  possessed  of,  did  not 
appear.  They  pursued  their  way,  but  les- 
sened in  their  numbers  every  day.  The 
gentlemen,  who,  as  Ave  said  before,  had 
come  from  different  counti-ies,  after  seve- 
rally rejjeating  their  obligations  to  the  prin- 
cess and  her  brothers,  took  leave  of  them 
one  after  another  as  they  approached  the 
road  they  had  come.  The  princess  and  the 
two  princes  made  the  best  of  their  way. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  came  home,  she 
placed  the  cage  in  the  garden,  just  by  the 
hall ;  and  the  bird  no  sooner  began  to  sing, 
but  he  was  surrounded  by  nightingales, 
chaffinches,  larks,  linnets,  goldfinches,  and 
a  great  manj'  birds  of  the  country.  As  for 
the  Ijranch  of  the  singing  tree,  it  was  no 
sooner  set  in  the  midst  of  the  jiarterre,  a 
little  distance  from  the  house,  but  it  took 
root,  and  in  a  short  time  became  a  large 
tree  ;  the  leaves  of  which  soon  gave  as  har- 
monious a  concert  as  those  of  the  tree  from 
which  it  was  gathered.  As  to  the  flagon  of 
the  yellow  golden  water,  a  large  basin  of 
beautiful  marble  was  made  in  the  midst  of 
the  parterre  ;  and  when  it  was  finished,  the 
]n-incess  poured  into  it  all  the  yellow  water 
that  was  in  the  flagon,  which  increased  and 
swelled  so  much,  that  it  soon  reached  up  to 
the  edges  of  the  basin,  and  afterwards 
formed  in  the  middle  a  fountain  twenty 
feet  high,  which  fell  again  into  the  liasiu 
perpetually',  without  running  over. 

The  rej)ort  of  these  wonders  was  presently 
spread  abroad  in  that  neighbourhood ;  and 
as  the  doors  of  the  house  and  those  of  the 
gardens  were  shut  to  nobody,  a  great  num- 
ber of  peoi)le  came  to  admire  them. 


Some  days  after,  when  the  princes  Bah- 
man  and  Perviz  had  recovered  from  the 
fatigue  of  their  journeys,  they  resumed  their 
former  way  of  living ;  and  as  their  usual 
diversion  was  hunting,  they  mounted,  their 
horses,  and  went  for  the  first  time  since 
their  return,  not  in  their  own  jiark,  biit  two 
or  three  leagues  from  their  house.  As  they 
pursued  their  sport,  the  sultan  of  Persia 
came  up  hunting  on  the  same  sjiot  of  ground 
that  they  had  made  choice  of.  When  they 
perceived  by  the  number  of  horsemen  in 
diflferent  places  that  he  would  soon  be  up, 
they  resolved  to  leave  off  their  chase,  and 
retire  to  avoid  meeting  him  ;  but  in  the 
very  road  they  took,  they  chanced  to  meet 
him  in  so  narrow  a  way,  that  they  could  not 
turn  away  nor  retreat  without  being  seen. 
In  their  surprise,  they  had  only  time  to 
alight,  and  prostrate  themselves  before  the 
sultan,  without  lifting  \ip  their  heads  to  look 
at  him.  The  sultan,  who  saw  they  were  as 
well  moimted  and  dressed  as  if  they  had 
belonged  to  his  court,  had  the  curiosity  to 
see  their  faces.  He  stop])ed,  and  commanded 
them  to  rise.  The  princes  rose  uj),  and 
stood  before  the  sultan  with  an  easy  and 
graceful  air,  accompanied  with  resjiectful, 
modest  countenances.  The  sultan  took  some 
time  to  view  them  from  head  to  foot,  before 
he  spoke  ;  and  after  he  had  admired  their 
good  air  and  mien,  he  asked  them  who  they 
were,  and  where  they  lived. 

"  Sir,"  said  prince  Bahman,  "we  are  the 
sons  of  your  majesty's  late  intendantof  your 
gardens  ;  and  we  live  in  a  house  which  he 
built,  a  little  before  he  died,  for  us  to  live 
in,  till  we  should  be  fit  to  serve  your  majesty, 
and  ask  of  you  some  employ  when  oppor- 
tunity oflered." 

"By  what  T  perceive  from  you,"  replied 
the  sultan,  "you  love  hunting."  "Sir," 
answered  quince  Bahman,  "it  is  our  common 
exercise,  and  what  none  of  your  majesty's 
subjects,  who  intend  to  bear  arms  in  your 
armies,  ought  according  to  the  ancient  cus- 
tom of  the  kingdom  to  neglect."  The  sultan, 
charmed  with  so  prudent  an  answer,  said, 
"Since  it  is  so,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  you 
hunt  game  ;  make  choice  of  what  yoxi  like." 

The  princes  mounted  their  horses  again, 
and  followed  the  sultan ;  but  had  not  gone 
far  before  they  met  a  great  many  wild  beasts 
together.  Prince  Bahman  chose  a  lion,  and 
prince  Perviz  a  bear ;  and  pursued  them 
with  so  much  intrei)idity,  that  the  sultan 
was  surprised.  They  came  up  with  their 
game  nearly  at  the  same  time,  and  darted 
their  javelins  with  so  much  skill  and  ad- 
dress, that  they  pierced,  the  one  the  lion, 
and  the  other  the  1  lear,  through  and  through, 
that  the  sultan,  with  his  own  eyes,  saw  them 
fall  a  little  time  one  after  the  other.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  prince  Bahman  pur- 
sued another  bear,   and  prince  Perviz  an- 
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other  lion,  and  killed  them  in  a  short  time, 
and  would  have  beat  out  for  fresh  game,  but 
the  sultan  woidd  not  let  them,  but  sent  to 
them  to  come  to  him.  When  they  came 
near  him,  he  said,  "If  T  would  have  given 
you  leave,  you  would  soon  have  destroyed  all 
my  game  ;  but  it  is  not  that  which  I  would 
I)reserve,  but  your  persons;  for  I  am  so 
very  well  assured  your  bravery  may  one 
time  or  other  be  serviceable  to  me,  that 
from  this  moment  your  lives  wiU  be  always 
dear  to  me." 

The  sultan  Khosrouschah,  in  short,  con- 
ceived so  great  a  kindness  for  the  two 
princes,  that  he  invited  them  immediately 
to  make  him  a  visit ;  to  which  jirince  Bah- 
man  replied,  "Your  majesty  does  us  an 
honour  we  do  not  deserve ;  and  we  beg  you 
wiU  excuse  us." 

The  sultan,  who  could  not  comprehend 
what  reason  the  princes  could  have  to  refuse 
this  token  of  his  favour,  asked  and  pressed 
them  to  tell  him  Avhy  they  excused  them- 
selves. "Sir,"  said  prince  Bahman,  "we 
have  a  sister  younger  than  us,  with  whom 
wo  live  in  so  jierfect  union,  that  we  under- 
take and  do  nothing  before  we  considt  her, 
nor  she  anything  without  asking  our  advice." 
"I  commend  your  brotherly  affection,"  an- 
swered the  sultan.  "Consult  your  sister, 
meet  me  here  to-morrow  hunting,  and  give 
me  an  answer." 

The  princes  went  home  ;  but  not  only  for- 
got to  speak  of  their  adventure  in  meeting 
the  sidtan,  and  hunting  with  him,  but  to 
tell  the  princess  the  honour  he  liad  done 
them,  by  asking  them  to  go  home  with  him; 
yet  did  not  the  next  m«rning  fail  to  meet 
him  at  the  place  appointed.  "Well,"  said 
the  sidtan,  "have  you  sj^oken  to  your 
sister  ?  And  has  she  consented  to  the  plea- 
sure I  expect  of  seeing  you?"  The  princes 
looked  at  each  other  and  blushed.  "Sir," 
said  ja-mce  Bahman,  "we  beg  your  majesty 
xo  excuse  Tis  ;  for  both  my  brother  and  I 
forgot."  "Then  remember  to-day,"  replied 
the  sidtan,  "and  be  sure  to  bring  me  an 
answer  to-morrow." 

The  princes  were  guilty  of  the  same  fault 
a  second  time,  and  the  sultan  was  so  good- 
natured  as  to  forgive  their  negligence  ;  but 
to  i)revent  their  forgetf  ulness  the  third  time, 
he  pulled  three  little  golden  balls  out  of  a 
purse,  and  put  them  into  prince  Bahman's 
bosom.  "These  balls,"  said  he,  smiling, 
"  will  prevent  your  forgetting  a  third  time 
what  I  Avish  you  to  do  for  my  sake ;  since 
the  noise  they  will  make  by  falling  on  the 
floor,  when  you  inidress  yourself,  will  re- 
mind you,  if  you  do  not  recollect  it  before." 
The  event  happened  just  as  the  sultan  fore- 
saw ;  and  without  these  balls  the  princes 
had  not  thought  of  speaking  to  their  .sister 
of  this  allair.  For  as  prince  Bahman  un- 
loosed  his   girdle  to  go    to   bed,   the  balls 


<lropped  on  the  floor,  and  thennipon  he  ran 
into  prince  Perviz's  chamber,  and  both  Avenfc 
to  princess  Parizade's  apartment  before  she 
was  got  into  bed,  and  after  they  had  asked 
her  pardon  for  coming  at  so  unseasonable  a 
time,  they  told  her  all  the  circumstances  of 
their  meeting  the  sidtan. 

The  princess  Parizade  was  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  this  news.  "  Your  meeting  with 
the  sidtan,"  said  she,  "is  very  happy  and 
honourable,  and  may  in  the  end  be  very  ad- 
vantageous to  you,  but  it  is  very  disagreeable 
and  distressful  to  me.  It  was  on  my  account, 
I  know,  you  refused  the  sultan,  and  I  am 
infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  it.  I  know  by 
this  your  friendship  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  mine,  since  you  woidd  rather  be  guilty 
of  incivility  towards  the  sultan,  than  break 
the  brotherly  union  we  have  sworn  to  each 
other.  You  judged  right,  that  if  you  had 
once  gone,  you  woidd  insensibly  have  been 
engaged  to  leave  me,  to  devote  yourselves  to 
him.  But  do  you  think  it  an  easy  matter 
absolutely  to  refuse  the  sultan  ^v•hat  he 
seems  so  earnestly  to  desire  ?  Saltans  will 
be  obeyed  in  their  desires,  and  it  may  be 
dangerous  to  oppose  them ;  therefore,  if  to 
follow  my  inclination,  T  should  dissuade  you 
from  shewing  the  complaisance  he  exijects 
from  you,  it  may  expose  you  to  his  resent- 
ment, and  may  render  myself  and  you  miser- 
able. These  are  my  sentiments  :  but  be- 
fore we  conclude  on  anything,  let  us  consult 
the  sjieaking  bird,  and  hear  what  he  says  ; 
he  is  penetrating,  an<l  has  promised  Ms  as- 
sistance in  all  difficulties." 

The  princess  Parizade  sent  for  the  cage, 
and  after  she  had  related  the  fact  to  tlie 
bird  in  the  presence  of  her  brothers,  she 
asked  him  what  they  should  do  in  this  per- 
plexity. The  bird  answered,  "  The  princes 
your  brothers  must  confoi-m  to  the  sultan's 
pleasui-e,  and  in  their  turn  invito  hiui  to 
come  and  see  your  house." 

"But,  bird,"  replied  the  princess,  "my 
brothers  and  I  love  one  another,  and  oiu- 
fricndshij)  is  unjjaralleled :  will  not  this 
step  be  injurious  to  that  friendship  ?  "  "  Not 
at  all,"  replied  the  bird;  "it  will  become 
stronger  thereby."  "Then,"  answered  the 
princes.?,  "the  sidtan  will  see  me."  The 
bird  told  her  it  was  necessary  he  should  see 
her,  and  that  everything  would  go  better 
afterwards. 

Next  morning  the  princes  met  the  sultan 
hunting,  who,  at  as  great  a  distance  as  he 
could  make  himseK  be  heard,  asked  them, 
if  they  had  remembered  to  speak  to  their 
sister.  Prince  Bahman  drew  near,  and  an- 
swered, "Sir,  your  majesty  may  dispose  of 
us  as  you  please  ;  we  are  ready  to  obey  you; 
for  we  have  not  only  obtained  our  sister's 
consent  with  great  ease,  but  she  took  it 
amiss  that  we  should  pay  her  that  deference 
in  a-  matter  wherein  our  duty  to  your  ma- 
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jcsty  was  concerned.  But  she  is  so  deserv- 
ing of  it,  that  if  we  liave  offended,  we  hope 
yon  will  pardon  us."  "Do  not  be  uneasy 
iipon  that  account,"  replied  the  sultan  ;  "  so 
far  from  taking  amiss  ^^■hat  you  have  done, 
I  approve  of  it,  and  hope  you  will  have  the 
same  deference  and  attachment  to  my  per- 
son, if  I  have  ever  so  little  share  in  your 
friendship."  The  princes,  confounded  at  the 
sidtan's  goodness,  returned  no  other  answer 
hut  by  a  low  bow,  to  sliew  the  great  re- 
spect with  which  they  received  it. 

'J'lie  sultan,  contrary  to  his  usual  custom, 
did  not  hunt  long  that  day.  Presuming 
that  the  princes  possessed  wit  equal  to  their 
courage  and  bravery,  he  longed  with  impa- 
tience to  discourse  with  them  more  at  liberty. 
He  made  them  ride  on  each  side  of  him,  an 
honour  which,  v/ithout  speaking  of  the  prin- 
cipal courtiers  who  accompanied  him,  was 
envied  by  the  grand  vizier,  who  was  very 
much  raortilied  to  see  them  preferred  before 
him.  ■ 

When  the  sultan  entered  his  capital,  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  who  stood  in  crowds  in 
the  streets,  were  lixed  only  iipon  the  two 
princes  Bahman  and  Perviz  ;  and  they  were 
earnest  to  know  who  they  might  be,  whether 
foreigners  or  natives. 

All,  however,  agreed  in  wishing  that  the 
sultan  had  been  blessed  with  two  such  hand- 
some lovely  princes,  and  said,  he  might 
have  had  children  as  old,  if  the  sultaness, 
who  had  suffei-ed  the  punishment  of  her 
misfortune,  had  been  more  fortunate  in  her 
lyings-in. 

The  first  thing  that  the  sidtan  did  when 
he  arrived  at  the  palace,  was  to  carry  the 
princes  into  the  principal  apartments  ;  who 
praised,  without  affectation,  like  persons 
conversant  in  such  matters,  the  beauty  and 
symmetry  of  the  rooms,  and  the  richness  of 
the  furniture  and  ornaments.  Afterwards  a 
magnificent  repast  was  served  up,  and  the 
sultan  made  them  sit  at  the  same  table  with 
him,  which  they  at  first  refused;  but  find- 
ing that  it  was  his  jJeasure,  they  obeyed. 

Tlie  sultan,  who  had  himself  a  great  deal 
of  wit,  and  had  made  a  considerable  progress 
in  the  sciences,  and  particularly  in  history, 
foresaw  that  the  princes,  out  of  modesty  and 
respect,  woiild  not  take  the  liberty  of  begin- 
ning any  conversation.  Therefore,  to  give 
them  an  opportunity,  he  began,  and  fur- 
nished them  with  subjects  all  dinner-time. 
But  whatever  he  turned  the  discourse  on, 
they  shewed  so  much  wit,  judgment,  and 
discernment,  that  he  was  struck  with  admi- 
ration. "Were  these  my  own  children," 
said  he  to  himself,  "and  I  had  improved 
their  talents  1)y  sixitablc  education,  they 
could  not  have  been  more  ingenious  or 
better  informed."  In  short,  he  took  so 
great  pleasure  in  their  conversation,  tliat 
after  having  sat  at  table  longer  than  usual 


he  went  into  his  closet,  where  he  discoursed 
a  long  time  with  them,  and  at  last  said  to 
them,  "  I  never  believed  that  there  were, 
among  my  sidjjects  in  the  country,  young 
gentlemen  so  well  brought  up,  so  lively,  so 
capable  ;  and  T  never  was  better  jjleased  in 
my  life  with  any  conversation  than  yours  : 
but  it  is  time  now  we  shoidd  regale  our 
minds  with  some  diversions  of  my  coiirt ; 
and  as  nothing  is  more  capable  of  enlivening 
the  mind  than  miisic,  you  shall  hear  a  vocal 
and  instrumental  concert,  which  may  not  be 
disagreeable  to  you." 

The  sultan  no  sooner  spoke  for  them,  but 
the  musicians,  who  had  orders  to  attend, 
entered,  and  answered  fidly  the  expectations 
the  princes  had  entertained  of  their  abilities. 
After  the  concert,  an  excellent  farce  was 
acted,  and  the  entertainment  was  concluded 
by  dancers  of  both  sexes. 

The  two  jninces,  seeing  night  drawing  on 
apace,  prostrated  themselves  at  the  sultan's 
feet ;  and  having  first  thanked  him  for  the 
favours  and  honours  he  had  heaped  on  them, 
asked  his  leave  to  retire ;  which  was  granted 
them  by  the  sidtan,  who,  dismissing  them, 
said,  "  I  give  yoii  leave  to  go  ;  but  remem- 
ber I  broxight  you  to  the  palace  myself  only 
to  shew  you  the  way  ;  you  will  be  alwaj's 
welcome,  and  the  of  tener  you  come,  you  will 
do  me  the  greater  pleasure." 

Before  they  went  out  of  the  sultau's  pre- 
sence, prince  Bahman  said,  "  Sir,  may  we 
presume  to  request  that  your  majesty  will 
do  us  and  our  sister  the  favour  to  pass  by 
our  house,  and  rest  and  refresh  yoiu-self  after 
your  fatigue,  the  first  time  you  take  the 
diversion  of  hunting  in  that  neighbourhood  ? 
It  is  not  worthy  yovir  presence ;  but  mo- 
narchs  sometimes  have  vouchsafed  to  take 
shelter  in  a  cottage."  "Gentlemen,"  re- 
plied the  sultan,  "your  house  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  beautiful,  ai  id  worthy  of  you. 
I  will  call  and  see  it  with  pleasure,  which 
will  be  the  greater,  to  have  for  my  hosts 
you  and  your  sister,  who  is  already  dear 
to  me  before  I  have  seen  her,  from  the  ac- 
count you  give  me  of  the  rare  qualities  with 
which  she  is  endowed  :  and  this  satisfaction 
I  will  defer  no  longer  than  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. I  will  be  early  there  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, at  the  same  place  where  I  shall  never 
forget  that  I  first  saw  you.  Meet  me,  and 
you  shall  be  my  guides." 

When  the  princes  Bahman  and  Perviz 
went  home,  they  gave  the  princess  Parizade 
an  account  of  the  honouraltle  reception  the 
sultan  had  given  them  ;  and  withal  told  her 
that  they  had  invited  him  to  do  them  the 
honour,  as  he  passed  by,  to  call  at  their 
house  ;  and  that  he  had  appointed  the  next 
day. 

"If  it  be  so,"  replied  the  princess,  "we 
must  think  presently  of  preparing  a  repast 
fit  for   his  majesty ;    and    for  that  end,    I 
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think  it  would  be  proper  we  should  consult 
the  speaking  bird  :  he  will  tell  lis,  perhaps, 
what  meats  the  sultan  likes  best."  The 
princes  apjiroved  of  her  thought,  and  after 
they  reth-ed,  she  consulted  the  bird  alone. 
"Bird,"  said  she,  "the  sultan  will  do  us 
the  honour  to-morrow  to  come  and  see  our 
house,  and  we  are  to  entertain  him  ;  tell  us 
what  we  shall  do  to  acqiut  oiu'selves  to  his 
satisfaction." 

"Good  mistress,"  replied  the  bird,  "you 
have  excellent  cooks,  let  them  do  the  best 
they  can  ;  biit  above  all  things  let  them 
prepare  a  dish  of  cucumbers,  stuffed  full  of 
pearls,  which  must  be  set  before  the  sul- 
tan in  the  first  course  before  all  other 
meats. " 

"Cucumbers  stuffed  full  of  pearls  !"  cried 
princess  Parizade,  with  am  azemeut ;  ' '  surely, 
bird,  you  do  not  know  Avhat  you  say ;  it  is 
an  unheard-of  dish.  The  sultan  may  ad- 
mire it  as  a  piece  of  magnificence,  but  he 
will  sit  down  to  table  to  eat,  and  not  to  ad- 
mire jiearls  ;  besides,  the  pearls  I  am  worth 
are  not  enough  for  such  a  dish." 

"Mistress,"  said  the  bird,  "do  what  I 
say,  and  be  not  uneasy  at  what  shall  hap- 
pen. Nothing  but  good  will  follow.  As  to 
the  pearls,  go  early  to-morrow  morning  to 
the  foot  of  the  first  tree  on  your  right  hand, 
in  the  park,  and  dig  under  it,  and  you  will 
find  more  than  you  want." 

That  night  the  princess  ordered  a  gardener 
to  be  ready  to  wait  on  her,  and  the  next 
morning  early  took  him  with  her,  and  car- 
ried him  to  the  tree  the  bird  told  her  of,  and 
bade  him  dig  at  its  foot.  When  the  gar- 
dener came  to  a  certain  depth,  he  found 
some  resistance  to  the  spade,  and  presently 
discovered  a  gold  box  al>out  a  foot  square, 
which  he  shewed  the  princess.  "This," 
said  she,  "  is  what  1  brought  you  for  ;  take 
care  not  to  hurt  it  with  the  spade." 

When  the  gardener  took  np  the  box,  he 
gave  it  into  the  iirincess's  hands,  who,  as  it 
was  only  fastened  with  neat  little  hasps, 
soon  opened  it,  and  found  it  full  of  pearls  of 
a  moderate  size ;  but  equal  and  lit  for  the 
use  that  was  to  be  made  of  them.  Very 
well  satisfied  witli  having  found  this  treasure, 
after  she  had  shut  the  box  again,  she  pxit  it 
Under  her  arm,  and  went  back  to  the  house, 
while  the  gardener  threw  the  earth  into  the 
hole  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  as  before. 

The  princes  Bahman  and  Porviz,  who,  as 
they  were  dressing  themselves  in  their  own 
apartments,  saw  the  princess  their  sister  in 
the  garden  eai-licr  than  usual,  as  soon  as  they 
could  get  out,  went  to  her,  and  met  her  as 
she  was  coming  back,  with  a  gold  box  under 
her  arm,  which  very  much  surprised  them. 
"  Sister,"  said  Bahman,  "you  carried  nothing 
with  you  when  we  saw  you  before  with  the 
gardener,  and  now  we  see  you  have  got  a 
golden  box  :  i  j  this  some  treasure  found  by 


the  gardener,  and  did  he  come  and  tell  you 
of  it  ?  " 

"No,  brother,"  answered  the  princess,  "I 
carried  the  gardener  to  the  jjlace  where  this 
coffer  was  hid,  and  shewed  him  where  to 
dig  :  Ijut  yoii  will  be  more  amazed  when  you 
see  what  it  holds." 

The  princess  opened  the  box,  and  when 
the  princes  saw  it  Avas  full  of  pearls,  which, 
though  smaU,  were  of  great  value,  they  asked 
her  how  she  came  to  the  knowledge  of  tliis 
treasure.  "Brothers,"  said  she,  "if  nothing 
more  pressing  calls  you  elsewhere,  come  with 
me,  and  I  wiU  tell  yoxi."  "What  more 
pressing  business,"  said  jn-ince  Perviz,  "can 
we  have  than  to  be  informed  of  what  con- 
cerns us  so  much?  We  have  nothing  to  do 
but  meet  you."  The  princess,  as  they  re- 
turned back  to  the  house,  gave  them  an  ac- 
count of  her  consulting  the  l)ird,  as  they 
had  agreed  she  shoulif,  and  the  answer  he 
gave  her ;  the  objection  she  raised  to  pre- 
paring a  dish  of  cucumbers  stuffed  fuU  of 
pearls,  and  pointed  out  the  manner  of  doing 
it,  and  how  he  had  told  her  where  to  find 
this  box.  The  princes  and  princess  foiined 
many  conjectures  to  peuetrate  into  what 
the  bird  could  mean  by  ordering  them  to 
prepare  such  a  dish ;  and  after  much  con- 
versation, though  they  coidd  not  by  any 
means  guess  at  his  reason  for  so  doing, 
they  nevertheless  agreed  to  follow  his  advice 
exactly. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  got  into  the  house, 
she  called  for  the  head  cook  ;  and  after  she 
had  given  him  du-ections  about  the  enter- 
tainment for  the  sultan,  she  said  to  him, 
"  Besides  all  this  you  must  dress  an  extra- 
ordinary dish  for  the  sultan's  own  eating 
which  nobody  else  must  liave  anything  to  do 
with  besides  yourself.  This  dish  must  be  of 
cucumbers  stuffed  with  these  pearls  ;  and  at 
the  same  time  she  opened  the  box,  and 
shewed  him  the  pearls." 

The  chief  cook,  who  had  never  heard  of 
such  a  dish,  started  back,  and  shewed  by 
his  looks  his  thoughts  ;  Avhich  the  princess 
penetrating  into,  said,  "T  sec  you  take  mc 
to  be  mad  to  order  siich  a  dish,  which  yon 
never  heard  of,  and  which  one  may  say  with 
certainty  was  never  made.  I  know  this  as 
well  as  yoir ;  but  I  a;n  not  mad,  and  give 
you  these  orders  with  the  most  perfecf; 
recollection.  You  must  go  and  invent  and 
do  the  best  you  can,  and  bring  me  back 
what  pearls  are  left. "  The  cook  could  make 
no  re^jly,  but  took  the  box  and  went  away 
with  it :  and  afterwards  the  princess  gave 
directions  to  all  the  servants  to  have  every- 
thing in  order,  botli  in  the  house  and  gar- 
dens, to  receive  the  sidtan. 

Next  day  the  two  jmnces  went  to  the 
place  appointed  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  sultan 
of  Persia  came,  the  chase  began,  which 
lasted  till  the  heat  of  the  suu  obliged  him 
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to  leave  off.  While  prince  Bahnian  stayed 
to  concluct  the  sultan  to  their  house,  prince 
Pcr\az  roile  before  to  shew  the  "vvay,  and 
when  he  came  iu  sii;ht  of  the  house, 
sjiurred  his  horse,  to  inform  the  princess 
I'arizadc  that  the  sultan  was  coming ;  but 
she  had  been  told  by  some  servants  whom 
she  placed  to  give  notice  before,  and  the 
prince  found  her  waiting  ready  to  receive 
him. 

When  the  sidtan  entered  the  courtyard, 
and  alighted  at  the  portico,  the  princess 
I'arizade  came  and  threw  herself  at  his 
feet,  and  the  two  prmces  informed  him  she 
was  their  sister,  and  besought  him  to  accept 
of'  her  resjiects. 

Tlio  sultan  stooped  to  help  her  up,  and 
after  he  had  gazed  some  time  on  her  beauty, 
and,  struck  with  her  good  jiersoji,  noble  air, 
and  a  jc-  ne  sais  quol,  which  seemed 
diiferent  from  the  country  where  she  lived, 
he  said,  "The  brothers  are  worthy  of  the 
sister,  and  she  worthy  of  them ;  and  to 
judge  of  her  understanding  by  her  person, 
I  am  not  amazed  that  the  brothers  would 
do  nothing  without  their  sister's  consent ; 
but,"  added  he,  "I  hope  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted with  you,  madam,  after  I  have 
seen  the  house." 

"Sir,"  said  the  jmncess,  "ifc  is  only  a 
plain  country-house,  tit  for  such  jieoiilc  as 
we  are,  who  live  retired  from  the  great 
world.  It  is  not  to  be  compared  Avith 
houses  in  great  cities,  much  less  with 
magnificent  palaces  of  sultans."  "  I  cannot 
jierfectly  agree  with  you  in  opinion,"  said 
the  sultan,  very  obligingly,  "for  its  first 
appearance  makes  me  suspect  you ;  how- 
ever, I  will  not  pass  my  judgment  iijion  it 
till  I  have  seen  it  all ;  therefore  be  pleased 
to  conduct  me  through  the  apai'tments." 

The  princess  led  the  sultan  throug-li  all  the 
rooms  but  the  hall ;  and,  after  he  had  con- 
sidered them  all  verj''  attentively,  and  ad- 
mired their  variety,  "My  fair  one,"  said  he 
to  the  princess  Parizade,  "  do  you  call  this 
a  country-house?  The  finest  and  largest 
cities  would  soon  be  deserted,  if  all  country- 
houses  were  like  yours.  I  am  no  longer 
surprised  that  you  take  so  much  delight  in 
it,  and  dosjiise  the  town.  Now  let  me  see 
the  garden,  which  I  doubt  not  is  answerable 
to  the  house." 

The  lu-incess  opened  a  door  which  led 
into  the  garden;  and  the  first  object  that 
presented  itself  to  the  sultan's  view  was  the 
golden  fountain.  Surprised  at  so  rare  a 
sight,  he  asked  from  whence  came  that 
wonderful  water,  which  gave  so  much  jilea- 
sure  to  behold;  where  was  its  source?  and 
by  what  art  it  was  made  to  play  so  high, 
that  he  thought  nothing  in  the  world  was  to 
be  compared  to  it  ?  He  said  he  would  pre- 
sently take  a  nearer  view  of  it. 

Then  the  pi-incess  led  liim  to   the  spot 


where  the  hai  nionious  ti-ee  was  planted ; 
and  tliero  the  sultan  heard  a  concert,  which 
was  different  fi-oni  all  the  concerts  he  had 
ever  heard  in  his  life  :  and  stopping  to  see 
where  the  musicians  were,  he  could  discern 
nobody  far  nor  near ;  but  still  distinctly  heard 
the  music,  which  ravished  his  senses.  "  My 
fair  one,"  said  he  to  the  princess  Parizade, 
"where  are  the  musicians  whom  I  hear? 
Are  they  under  ground,  or  invisible  in 
the  air?  Such  excellent,  charming  voices 
will  hazard  nothing  by  being  seen ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  Avould  jdease  the  more." 

"Sir,"  answered  the  princess,  smiling, 
"it  is  not  musicians,  but  the  tree  your  ma- 
jesty sees  before  you,  which  forms  this  con- 
cert ;  and  if  you  Avill  give  yourself  the 
troulde  to  go  a  little  nearer  to  it,  you  will 
not  doubt  it,  and  the  voices  will  be  the  more 
distinct." 

The  sultan  went  nearer,  and  was  so 
charmed  with  the  sweet  harmony,  that  he 
would  never  have  been  tired  with  hearing 
it,  but  that  his  desire  to  have  a  nearer  view 
of  the  fountain  of  yellow  water  forced  him 
away.  "Fair  one,"  said  he,  "tell  me,  I 
jiray  yoii,  whether  this  wonderful  tree  was 
found  in  your  garden  by  chance,  or  if  ifc  was 
a  pi'esentmadc  to  you,  or  have  you  pi-ocured 
it  from  some  foreign  country  ?  It  must  cer- 
tajaly  have  come  a  great  way  ofT,  otherwise, 
curious  as  I  am  after  natural  rarities,  I 
shoidd  have  heard  of  it.  What  name  do 
you  call  it  by?" 

"  Sir,"  replied  the  princess,  "  this  tree  has 
no  other  name  than  that  of  the  singing  tree, 
and  is  not  a  native  of  this  country.  It  will 
be  too  long  to  tell  you  by  what  adventures 
it  came  here  ;  its  history  is  connected  with 
the  yellow  water  and  the  speaking  bird, 
which  came  to  me  at  the  same  time,  and 
which  your  majesty  may  see  after  you  have 
taken  a  nearer  view  of  the  golden  water. 
But  if  it  be  agreeable  to  your  majesty,  after 
you  have  rested  yourself,  and  recovered  the 
fatigue  of  hunting,  which  must  be  the 
greater  because  of  the  sun's  intense  heat,  I 
will  do  myself  the  honour  of  relating  it  to 
you." 

"My  fair  one,"  replied  the  sultan,  "my 
fatigue  is  so  well  recompensed  by  the  won- 
derful things  you  have  sliewn  me,  that  T  do 
not  feel  it  in  the  least.  I  think  only  of  the 
trouble  I  give  you.  Let  us  finish  by  seeing 
the  yellow  water.  I  am  impatient  to  see 
and  admire  the  speaking  bird." 

When  the  sultan  came  to  the  yellow  water, 
his  eyes  were  fixed  so  steadfastly  upon  the 
fountain,  that  he  could  not  take  them  off. 
At  last,  addressing  himself  to  the  princess, 
he  said,  "As  you  tell  me,  fair  one,  that 
this  water  has  no  spring  or  communication 
hereabouts,  by  any  means  whatsoever,  I  con- 
clude that  it  is  foreign,  oa  weU  as  the  sing- 
ing tree." 
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"Sir,"  replied  tlie  pi-incess,  "it  is  as  your 
majesty  says;  aud  to  let  yoii  know  that 
this  water  has  no  comuiimication  with  any 
spring,  I  must  inform  you,  that  the  basin  is 
cue  entire  stone,  so  that  the  water  cannot 
come  in  at  the  sides  or  underneath.  But 
•what  your  majesty  will  think  most  wonder- 
ful is,  that  all  this  water  proceeded  but  from 
one  flaf^on,  which  I  emptied  into  this  basin, 
which  increased  of  itself  to  the  quantity  you 
see,  1)y  a  property  peciiliar  to  itself,  and 
formed  this  fountain."  "Well,"  said  the 
sultan,  going  from  the  fountain,  "this  is 
enough  for  one  time.  I  promise  myself  the 
pleasure  to  come  and  visit  it  very  often ; 
but  now  let  us  go  and  see  the  speaking  bird. " 

As  he  went  towards  the  hall,  the  sultan 
perceived  a  prodigious  number  of  singing 
birds  in  the  trees  thereabouts,  (liUing  the 
air  Avith  their  songs  and  warblings,)  aud 
asked  why  there  were  so  many  there,  and 
none  on  the  other  trees  in  the  garden? 
"Tlie  reason,  six-,"  answered  the  princess, 
"is,  liecause  they  come  from  aU  parts 
around  to  accompany  the  song  of  the  sijoak- 
ing  bii-d,  which  your  majesty  may  perceive 
in  a  cage  on  one  of  the  windows  of  the  hall 
■we  are  going  into ;  and  if  you  attend,  yovi 
■will  perceive  that  his  notes  are  sweeter  than 
those  of  all  the  other  birds,  even  the  night- 
ingale's." 

The  sultan  went  into  the  hall ;  and  as  the 
bird  continued  singing,  the  princess  raised 
her  voice,  and  said,  "  My  slave,  here  is  the 
sultan;  pay  your  compUments  tohim."  The 
bird  left  off  singing  that  instant,  and  all  the 
other  birds  ceased  alternately,  and  .said, 
"The  sultan  is  welcome  here  :  God  prosper 
him,  and  prolong  his  life !  "  As  the  enter- 
tainment was  served  on  the  sofa  near  the 
window  where  the  bird  was,  the  sultan  re- 
plied, as  he  was  sitting  down  at  the  table, 
"  Bird,  I  thank  you,  and  I  am  overjoyed  to 
find  in  you  the  sultan  and  king  of  birds." 

As  soon  as  the  sultan  saw  the  dish  of 
cucumbers  set  before  him,  thinking  it  was 
stuffed  in  the  best  manner,  he  reached  out 
his  hand  and  took  one  ;  but  when  he  cut  it, 
he  ■was  in  an  extreme  surprise  to  find  it 
stuffed  with  pearls.  "What  novelty  is 
this?"  said  he;  "and  ■with  what  design 
were  these  cucumbers  stuffed  thus  with 
pearls,  since  pearls  are  not  to  be  eaten?" 
Then  he  looked  at  the  two  ])rinces  and  prin- 
cess, to  ask  them  the  meaning  of  it :  when 
the  bird,  interrupting  him,  said,  "Can  your 
majesty  be  in  so  great  astonishment  at 
cucuml>ers  stuffed  with  pearls,  -n'hich  you 
see  with  j-our  owm  eyes,  and  yet  coidd  so 
easily  believe  that  the  sultaness  your  wife 
was  delivered  of  a  dog,  a  cat,  and  a  piece  of 
•wood?"  "I  believe  it,"  replied  the  sidtan, 
"because  the  midwives  assured  me  of  it." 
"Those  midwives,  six-,"  replied  the  bird, 
"  were    the    sultaness's    two   sisters,    ■who, 


envious  of  her  happiness  in  being  jireferred 
by  yoixr  majesty  before  them,  to  satisfy  their 
envy  aud  revenge,  have  abused  your  ma- 
jesty so  easily.  If  you  interrogate  them, 
they  will  confess  their  crime.  The  two 
brothers  and  the  sister  whom  you  see  be- 
fore you,  are  your  own  children,  whom  they 
exposed,  and  who  were  taken  in  by  the 
intendant  of  your  gardens,  who  provided 
nurses  for  them,  and  took  care  of  their  edu- 
cation." 

This  discourse  of  the  bird's  i^resently  clear- 
ed up  the  sultan's  understanding.  "Bird," 
cried  he,  "  I  easily  believe  the  truth  which 
you  discover  to  me.  The  inclination  which 
drew  me  to  them,  and  the  tenderness  I  have 
always  had  for  them,  told  me  but  too  plainly 
they  are  my  own  blood.  Come  then,  my 
children,  come,  my  daughter,  let  me  em- 
brace you,  and  give  you  the  iirst  marks  of  a 
father's  love  and  tenderness."  Then  he  rose 
up,  and  after  having  embraced  the  two 
princes  and  the  princess,  and  mingled  his 
tears  with  theirs,  he  said,  "It  is  not  enough, 
my  chiltlren;  you  must  cmTjrace  each  other, 
not  as  the  children  of  the  intendant  of  my 
gardens,  to  whom  I  have  been  very  much 
obliged  for  preserA-ing  your  lives,  but  as  my 
own  children,  of  the  royal  blood  of  the  sail- 
tans  of  Persia,  whose  glory,  I  am  persuaded, 
you  wiU  maintain." 

After  the  two  princes  and  princess  had 
embraced  each  other  mutually  with  new 
satisfaction,  the  sidtan  sat  down  to  table 
again  with  them,  and  finished  his  meal  in 
haste ;  and  when  he  had  done,  he  said, 
"^ly  children,  you  see  in  me  your  father: 
to-morrow  I  will  bring  the  sultaness  your 
mother,  therefore  prepare  to  receive  her." 

Afterwards  the  sultan  mounted  his  horse, 
and  returned  in  all  haste  to  his  ca])ital.  The 
first  thing  he  did,  as  soon  as  he  alighted  and 
entered  his  palace,  was  to  command  the  grand 
vizier  to  try  the  sultaness's  two  sisters.  They 
■were  taken  from  their  houses  separately, 
convicted,  and  condemned  to  be  quartered  ; 
which  sentence  was  put  in  execution  within 
an  hour. 

In  the  meantime,  the  sultan  Khosrouschah, 
followed  by  all  the  lords  of  his  court  who 
were  then  present,  went  on  foot  to  the  door 
of  the  great  mosque ;  and  after  he  had  taken 
the  sultaness  out  of  the  strict  confinement 
she  had  languished  under  for  so  many  years, 
embracing  her  in  the  miserable  condition 
she  -was  then  in,  he  said  to  her  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  "I  come,  madam,  to  ask  your  par- 
don for  the  injustice  I  have  done  you,  and 
to  make  you  the  reparation  I  ought  to  do  ; 
which  I  have  begun,  by  punishing  the  per- 
sons who  put  the  abominable  cheat  upon 
me  ;  and  I  liope  you  will  look  upon  it  as 
complete,  when  I  present  to  you  two  accom- 
plished ])rinccs,  and  a  charming  lovely  prin- 
cess, our  children.      Come  aud  resume  your 
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fi)rinor  i-ank,  with  all  the  lionuur.s  wliicli  are 
your  due."  All  tins  was  done  and  said  be- 
fore great  crowds  of  people,  who  flocked 
from  all  parts  at  the  first  news  of  what  was 
jjassing,  and  immediately  spread  the  news 
through  the  town. 

Next  morning  early,  the  sultan  and  sulta- 
ness,  whose  mournful  humiliating  di-css  was 
changed  into  magnificent  habits  suitable  to 
her,  went  Avith  all  their  court  to  the  house 
built  l)y  the  iutcndant  of  the  gardens,  Avhere 
the  sultan  pi-esented  the  princes  Baliman  and 
Perviz,  and  the  princess  Parizade,  to  the 
sultaness.  "These,  madam,"  said  he,  "ai-e 
the  two  jjrinccs  youi*  sons,  and  this  j)rincess 
your  daughter  :  embrace  them  with  the 
same  tenderness  I  have  done,  since  they  are 
worthy  both  of  me  and  you."  The  tears 
flowed  jilentifully  down  their  cheeks  at  these 
tender  embraces,  especially  the  sultaness's, 
for  the  comfort  and  joy  of  having  two  siich 
princes  for  her  sons,  and  such  a  jirincess  for 
her  (laughter,  on  whose  account  she  had  en- 
dured such  affliction  so  long. 

The  two  princes  and  the  jirincess  had  pre- 
pared a  magnificent  repast  for  the  sultan 
and  sultaness,  and  their  court.  As  soon  as 
that  was  over,  the  sultan  led  the  sultaness 
into  the  garden,  antl  shewed  her  the  harmo- 


nious tree  and  the  beautiful  eft'ect  of  the 
yellow  fountain.  As  for  the  bird,  she  had 
seen  him  in  his  cage,  and  the  sultan  had 
spared  no  panegyric  in  his  praise  during  the 
repast. 

When  there  was  nothing  to  detain  the 
sultan  any  longer,  he  took  horse  again,  and 
with  the  princes  Bahman  and  Perviz  on  his 
right  and  left  hand,  and  the  sultaness  and  the 
jirincess  at  his  left,  jireceded  and  followed  by 
all  the  oflacers  of  his  court,  according  to 
their  rank,  returned  to  his  capital.  Crowds 
of  people  came  out  to  meet  them,  and  with 
acclamations  of  joy  ushered  them  into  the 
city,  where  all  eyes  were  fixed  not  only  upon 
the  sultaness,  the  two  princes,  and  the  prin- 
cess, but  also  upon  the  bird,  which  the  prin- 
cess carried  before  her  in  his  cage,  admiring 
his  sweet  notes,  which  had  drawn  all  the 
other  birds  about  him,  which  foUowed  him, 
flying  from  tree  to  tree  in  the  country,  and, 
from  one  house-top  to  another  in  the  city. 
The  princes  Bahman  and  Perviz,  and  the 
princess  Parizade,  were  at  length  brought  to 
the  palace  with  this  pomp,  and  nothing  was 
to  be  seen  or  heard  all  that  night  but  illumi- 
nations and  rejoicings  both  in  the  palace 
and  in  the  utmost  parts  of  the  city,  which 
lasted  many  days. 
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The  sultau  of  the  Indies  could  not  lint  ad- 
mire the  prodigious  and  inexhaustible  me- 
mory of  tlie  sultaness  his  wife,  wlio  had 
entertained  him  so  many  nights  with  so 
many  different  stories. 

A  thousand  and  one  nights  had  jiassed 
away  in  these  innocent  amusements,  which 
contributed  so  much  towards  removing  the 
sultan's  unhappy  prejudice  against  the  fide- 
lity of  women.  His  temper  was  softened. 
He  was  conviuced  of  the  merit  and  great 
wisdom  of  the  sultaness  Scheherazade.  He 
remembered  with  what  courage  she  exposed 
herself  voluntarily  to  be  his  wife,  withoiit 
fearing  the  death  to  which  she  knew  she 
subjected  herself,  as  the  many  sultanesses 
did  before  her. 

These  considerations,  and  the  many  other 
good  qualities  he  knew  her  to  be  mistress  of 
induced  him  at  last  to  forgive  her.  "I  sec, 
Jovely   Scheherazade,"   said  he,    "  that  you 


I  can  never  be  at  a  loss  for  these  sort  of  little 
I  stories  which  have  so  long  diverted  me.  You 
have  appeased  my  anger.  I  freely  renounce, 
in  your  favour,  the  cruel  law  I  had  imposed 
on  myself.  I  restore  you  completely  to  my 
favour,  and  will  have  you  to  be  looked  ou 
as  the  deliverer  of  the  many  damsels  I  had 
resolved  to  have  sacrificed  to  my  unjust  re- 
sentment." 

The  sultaness  cast  herself  at  his  feet, 
and  embraced  them  tenderly  with  all  the 
marks  of  the  most  lively  and  perfect  grati- 
tude. 

The  grand  vizier  was  the  first  that  learned 
this  agreeable  news  from  the  sultan's  own. 
mouth.  It  presently  was  carried  to  the 
city,  towns,  and  pros'inces ;  and  gained  the 
sultan,  and  the  lovely  Scheherazade,  his  C(jn- 
sort,  imivei'sal  applause,  and  the  bles^finga 
of  all  tlie  people  of  the  large  empire  of  the 
Indies. 
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Tlie  Edina  "Stymie— cojuhiucd. 


OPINIONS    OF   THE    PRESS. 

The  Times. 
'  The  arts  of  the  printer  and  engi'aver  show  to  advantage  in  this  Scotch  edition 
of  the  Poems  and  Songs  of  Burns.  The  Artists  who  supply  the  lUustrations  are 
all  of  the  land  of  Burns,  and  the  book  owes  nothing  to  handicraftsmen  on  this 
side  the  Tweed.  Many  of  the  engravings  are  excellent,  particularly  the  landscape 
sketches.  Altogether  the  book  is  a  handsome  one,  and  to  the  "  Scot  abroad"  it 
would  be  difficult  to  make  a  more  acceptable  present.' 

PaU  Mall  Gazette. 

'  Mr.  Nimmo's  illustrated  edition  of  the  Poems  and  Songs  of  Robert  Burns  is  a 
book  upon  which  the  juiblisher  has  evidently  bestowed  great  care.  Limiting 
himself  to  the  art  and  industry  of  his  own  country,  he  has  endeavoured  to  unite 
Scotland's  best  draughtsmen,  engravers,  and  printers,  in  the  production  of  a 
worthy  edition  of  Scotland's  greatest  and  dearest  poet.  The  result  is  very  satis- 
factory. It  is  certainly  a  very  meritorious  production,  and  one  which  does  great 
credit  to  the  publisher.' 

The  Examiner. 

'Of  all  the  handsome  reprints  of  the  works  of  "nature's  own"  bard,  this 
"Edina"  edition  of  the  Poems  and  Songs  of  Burns  is  perhaps  the  handsomest 
yet  produced.  Beautifully  printed,  and  profusely  illustrated  by  some  of  the  most 
distingiushed  of  the  Scotch  academicians,  it  forms  a  shrine  worthy  of  the  genius 
of  the  "poet  of  the  land  of  the  mountain  and  the  flood."  It  is,  as  might  be 
expected,  Scottish  in  every  respect, — printer,  publisher,  and  illustrators  ;  and  as 
also  we  think  it  should  ;  for  with  vi'hom  could  it  be  so  much  a  labour  of  love  to 
produce  a  first-rate  edition  as  with  one  of  Burns's  own  countrymen,  and  who  should 
be  better  able  to  illustrate  the  "brown  heath  and  shaggy  wood"  of  Scotia's 
scenery,  than  her  own  sons  ? ' 

Athenaeum. 

'  The  illustrations  are  entirely  by  Scottish  designers,  amongst  which  those  by 
Mr.  Lawson — see  that  to  "  The  Cotter's  Saturday  Night" — are  eminent ;  Mr.  G. 
Steell's  "Poor  Mailie"  is  pretty  and  good  ;  Mr.  S.  Bough's  mountain  stream,  on 
P^ge  73,  is  admirably  drawn  and  engraved,  the  latter  quality  being  here,  as 
throughout,  due  to  Mr.  Paterson,  who  thus  proves  himself  amply  worthy  of 
admiration  for  skill  in  his  craft.  The  landscapes  here  by  Mr.  Bough  deserve  a 
like  applause.' 

Court  Circular. 

'  If  we  were  asked  what  is  the  best  and  handsomest  edition  of  Burns  extant,  we 
should  answer — and  we  call  the  special  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  distinguishing 
title  which  the  publisher  has  affixed  to  this  volume — the  "Edina." 

'  It  is  now  nearly  a  century  ago  that  the  fii'st  volume  of  poems  by  Robert  Burns 
issued  from  an  obscure  Kilmarnock  press.  Since  that  time  his  works  have  run 
through  scores  of  editions,  but  they  were  never  reproduced  in  handsomer  garb 
than  this.  What  would  the  poet  not  have  given  to  have  seen  his  conceptions 
embodied  in  such  elegant  form,  and  the  localities  which  his  fancy  has  made 
classical,  delineated  with  such  exquisite  beauty  !  The  present  volume  possesses 
one  peculiarity,  at  any  rate,  which  would  have  gratified  the  poet  :  it  appears  to  be 
entirely  the  work  of  Scotchmen.  It  is  illustrated  by  Scottish  artists,  is  produced 
by  a  Scotch  printing-house,  and  is  issued  by  a  Scotch  publisher,  and  our  Cale- 
donian brethren  may  be  proud  of  this  result  of  their  labours. ' 

Saturday  Review. 
'  This  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  a  Scotch  edition.  It  is  of  Scotland,  decidedly 
Scottish, — Scotch  as  to  author,  printer,  pulilisher,  and  illustrator.  The  whole 
thing  has  a  decidedly  pretty  and  whiskyish  look  ;  or,  rather,  to  speak  more 
decorously,  it  recalls  the  land  of  the  heather  and  the  flood  throughout.  This 
edition  deserves  the  popularity  which  it  has  already  gained.' 
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III. 

Uniform  -d'iih  the  aboz'e,  price  -s.  6d., 

GEMS     OF     LITERATURE: 

Elegant,  Rare,  and  Suggestive.  A  Collection  of  the  most  notable  Beauties  of 
the  English  Language,  appropriately  Illustrated  with  upwards  of  One 
Hundred  Original  Engravings,  drawn  expressly  for  this  work.  Beautifully 
printed  within  red  lines  on  superfine  paper. 

'  For  really  luxurious  books,  Nimrao's  "Pen  and  Pencil  Pictures  from  the  Poets"  and  "  Gems 
of  Literature"  may  be  well  recommended.  They  are  lu.xurious  in  the  binding,  in  the  print,  in 
the  engravings,  and  in  the  paper.' — Moriiiiii; Post. 

IV. 

Uniform  tvith  the  aboz'C,  price  'Js.  6d., 

THE  BOOK  OF  ELEGANT  EXTRACTS. 

Profusely  Illustrated  by  the  most  eminent  Artists.       Choicely   printed  on 
superfine  paper,  within  red  lines. 

'This  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  beautiful  books  which  we  have  seen  for  some  time,  and 
is  really  worthy  of  a  place  on  any  drawing-room  table.' — Herald. 

V. 
Uniform  7i'ith  the  aboi'C,  price  "js.  6d., 

THE      GOLDEN     GIFT. 

A  Book  for  the  Young.  Profusely  Illustrated  with  Original  Engravings  on 
Wood  by  eminent  Artists.  Engraved  by  Robert  Paterson,  Edinburgli. 
Choicely  printed  within  carmine  border,  and  elegantly  bound  in  cloth  and 
gold. 
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N  I  M  M  O '  S 

LARGE  PRINT  UNABRIDGED 

LIBRARY  EDITION  OF  THE 

BRITISH  POETS. 

FROM  CHAUCER  TO  COWPER. 

In  rorty-eight  Vols.  Demy  8vo,  Pica  Type,  Superfine  Paper,  Elegant 
Binding,  price  4s.  each  Volume. 


THE  TEXT  EDITED  BY 

CHARLES  COWDEN  CLARKE. 

Mitlj  g.xtt§tntic  iportrails  ^ngrabctr  on  ^iul 

The  following  Works  are  comprised  in  the  Series  :— 

Vols.                                                                              Vols. 

Wyatt,   .....         I 

Churchill,     .         .        .        .         i 

Spenser,          ....         5 

Beattie,             \ 

Shakespeare,    ) 

Blair,                 ,     .        .        .         i 

Surrey,             ).      ' 

Falconer,         ) 

Herbert^        .         .        .        .         i 

Waller,             ) 

Den  HAM,            \      '        '        ' 

Burns, 2 

Cowper,          ....        2 

Milton, 2 

Bowles, 2 

Butler, 2. 

Dryden,          ....        2 

Scott 3 

Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,     3 

Thomson,        .        .        .        .         i 

Crawshaw,                   ) 

Johnson, 

Quarles'  E.mblems,     \   ' 

Parnell,           / 

Gray,                 i.      ■        ■        ■         ^ 

Smollett,         ) 

Addison,                       \ 

Gay's  Fables,                   .        .         i 

Somerville's  Chase,  ) 

Pope, 2 

Shenstone,      ....         I 
Akenside,        ....          I 

Young's  Night  Thoughts,    .        i 
Percy's  Reliques  of  Ancient 

Goldsmith,        1 

English  Poetry,         .        .        3 

Collins,                   .        .         .         i 

Specimens,  with  Lives,  of  the 

Armstrong,       ) 

Dyer,                 /     .         .        .         i 

Green,               ) 

less  known  British  Poets,        3 
H.  K.  White  and  J.  Grahame's 

Poetical  Works,        .        .         i 

Auy  Volume  may  he  had  separately,  Priee  d^s. 
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Mmmo's  Large  Print  TJnabridged  litirary  Edition  of 
the  Britisli  Poets — contimicd. 


NOTE. 

In  arranging  the  selection  of  the  Large  Print  Library  Edition  of  the 
Poets,  the  Publisher  has  been  guided  solely  by  two  considerations  :  First,  the 
eminence  of  the  author,  as  indicated  by  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  in 
the  past,  and  the  critical  verdict  of  the  present  time.  Secondly,  the  desire,  both 
with  regard  to  the  minor  and  major  Poets,  to  give  a  fair  representation  of  the 
progress  of  our  poetic  literature,  the  history  of  which  is  exhibited  in  their  works. 
Difference  of  opinion  will  always  exist  on  the  comparative  merit  of  the  earlier 
Poets,  as  their  respective  claims  appeal  so  much  to  individual  taste  ;  and  this 
collection  cannot  escape  some  of  the  objections  urged  against  all  its  predecessors. 
But  by  giving  unabridged  the  works  of  the  principal  Authors,  and  illustrating  the 
less  known  or  popular  by  extracts  from  their  writings,  an  endeavour  has  been 
made  to  give  a  completeness  to  this  important  portion  of  our  literature,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  will  meet  with  acceptance,  as  being  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the 
general  reader. 

The  Publisher  has  always  been  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  value  of  the  Series  as 
a  %\hole  must  largely  depend  on  its  being  characterized  by  perfect  accuracy  of 
text ;  and  it  is  with  no  ordinary  satisfaction  that  he  refers  to  the  testimonies, 
which  are  appended,  regarding  this  important  feature  of  his  Edition.  The  text 
being  edited  by  Mr.  Charles  Cowden  Clarke,  whose  intimate  acquaintance 
with  our  early  poetic  literature  is  so  well  known,  affords  a  guarantee  which  will 
be  readily  accepted  for  the  most  perfect  text  being  secured.  The  Publisher 
therefore  trusts  that,  having  produced  an  Edition  of  the  British  Poets  unequalled 
in  style  and  cheapness,  he  may,  without  presumption,  claim  for  it  equal  authority, 
in  the  essential  point  of  accuracy,  with  any  reprint  extant,  however  costly  may 
have  been  the  form  of  its  production. 

The  works  of  Chaucer  and  Spenser  have  been  modernized  for  this  Series  in 
such  a  way  as  to  render  them  easy  of  penisal,  without  impairing  the  integrity  of 
the  classic  originals.  Every  shade  of  meaning  has  been  preserved  as  in  the 
earlier  texts,  ever>' word  has  been  adequately  represented,  and  yet  'he  who  nms 
may  read'  them  as  pleasantly  as  any  modern  poem. 

A  new  and  valuable  feature  in  this  Edition  is  the  introduction,  for  the  first  time, 
of  authentic  Portraits  of  each  Poet,  engraved  on  steel  in  the  highest  style  of  art, 
from  the  best  authorities,  by  the  most  eminent  Engravers. 
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limmo's  Large  Print  Unabridged  Library  Edition  of 
tlie  British  Poets — contimicd. 


OPINIONS    OP    THE    PRESS. 

'  This  edition  issued  by  Mr.  Nimmo  is  remarkable  even  in  this  age  of  cheap  literature,  and 
will  go  far  to  supply  what  has  been  long  needed, — an  accurate,  elegant,  and  cheap  edition  of  the 
Poets The  editor's  temperament  involves  some  of  the  choicest  elements  of  poetic  im- 
pressions, while  his  critical  canons  are  for  the  most  part  sound  and  trustworthy.' — Eclectic 
Review. 

'A  truly  valuable,  correct,  and  cheap  edition  of  the  British  Poets.' — Globe. 

'  Large  handsome  type,  fitted  even  for  ancient  eyes,  with  liberal  mirgin  for  the  loving  pencils 
of  students.     As  reprints,  they  are  the  cheapest  and  handsomest  we  can  name.' — Leader. 

'This  edition  of  the  Poets  is  one  of  the  very  best  and  cheapest  that  has  ever  appeared.'— 
Daily  News. 

'Most  assuredly  the  work  itself,  no  less  than  the  price  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  issued, 
must  commend  the  plan  to  all  lovers  of  literature.'— .StV/'j  Weekly  Messenger. 

'  Even  in  this  age  of  cheap  books,  such  a  bargain  has  never  been  presented.'— C/i?-w^;Vj« 
Ke-ws. 

The  critical  remarks,  like  all  that  the  editor  writes,  are  vigorous  in  conception,  and  generally 
elicitous  in  phrase.     The  volumes  are  handsome  and  tasteful.' — Scotsman. 

'  The  biographies  are  well  and  carefully  condensed Few  publications  can  be  so  strongly 

recommended.' — Art  Journal. 

'  This  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent  enterprises  of  modern  times.  We  know  of  no  one  who 
would  compare  with  the  Editor  in  competency  for  the  work  he  has  undertaken.' — Homilist. 

'An  ornament  to  any  librarj'.' — Atlas. 

'  This  series  is  beyond  impeachment  on  the  score  of  careful  accuracy  ;  and  the  books  are  quite 
a  glory  of  typography,  unsurpassed  in  that  respect  by  the  most  costly  edition  ever  produced.' — 
Nonconfonnist. 

'  To  the  editor  the  task  seems  a  labour  of  love Mr.  Nimmo  has  well  djne  his  part,  and 

supplied  solid  paper  and  excellent  print.' — Economist. 

'  The  series  has,  in  fact,  been  continued  and  completed  with  the  same  painstaking  regard  to 
the  convenience  of  the  reader  with  which  it  was  commenced,  and  it  now  presents  to  the  public — 
by  the  combined  efforts  of  printer,  publisher,  and  editor— an  edition  of  the  poetry  of  Spenser, 
elegant  in  all  the  extrinsic  equipments  of  a  book,  accurate  in  te.xt,  and  with  all  the  difficulties 
of  an  old  writer  cleared  away.' — T/ie  Bookseller. 


From  the  Right  Honovtrable  Earl  RusseU,  K.G.,  etc.  etc. 

'  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  some,  and  looking  at  the  rest,  of  the  volumes  of  your 
Library  Edition  of  British  Poets.  I  think  it  e.\ceedingly  well  executed,— the  type  clear,  the 
printing  correct  ;  and  the  whole  Lives  display  a  taste  and  judgment  which  are  rarely  to  be  found. 
I  hope  this  edition  will  circulate  widely,  for  I  should  like  to  see  our  great  Poets  not  only  on  the 
shelf,  but  in  the  hands  of  our  reading  public' 


Prom  the  Right  Honourable  Bulwer  Lytton,  Bart. 

'  I  think  your  Library  Edition  of  the  British  Poets,  as  far  as  I  have  had  leisure  to  look  into 
the  volumes  published,  exceedingly  well  executed.  While  cheap  and  acceptable  to  the  mass  of 
the  public,  it  is  in  form  a  handsome  library  work,  and  is  got  up  with  literary  taste  and  scholar- 
ship. It  has  one  very  valuable  merit  not  common  in  popular  works — viz.  a  large,  clear,  and  in- 
telligible letterpress.     I  sincerely  trust  the  work  will  meet  all  the  encouragement  it  well  deserves.' 
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Ten  Volumes,  large croTMiiZvo,  cloth, price £z,  14J., 
A    HANDSOME    LIBRARY    EDITION    OF 

THE     HISTORY     OF     SCOTLAND, 

From  the  Accession  of  Alexander  hi.  to  the  Union. 
BY    PATRICK    ERASER    TYTLER,    F.R.S.  E.,    F.  A.  S. 


Also,  Four  ]\iliimcs,  crown  Srv,  cloth,  price  iSj. , 
THE    PEOPLE'S    EDITION    OF 

TYTLER'S   HISTORY  of   SCOTLAND. 

'  The  most  brilliant  age  of  Scotland  is  fortunate  in  having  found  a  historian  whose  sound  judg- 
ment is  accompanied  by  a  graceful  liveliness  of  imagination.  We  venture  to  predict  that  this  book 
will  soon  become,  and  long  remain,  the  standard  Historj'  of  Scotland.' — Quarterly  Review. 

'  An  accurate,  well-digested,  well-written  History ;  evincing  deliberation,  research,  judgment, 
and  fidelity.' — Scotsman. 

'  The  tenor  of  the  work  in  general  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  Mr.  Tytler's  talents  and  indus- 
try.'—^/r  Walter  Scott. 

'  The  want  of  a  complete  History  of  Scotland  has  been  long  felt;  and  from  the  specimen  which 
the  volume  before  us  gives  of  the  author's  talents  and  capacity  for  the  task  he  has  undertaken,  it 
maybe  reasonably  inferred  that  the  deficiency  will  be  very  ably  supplied.  The  descriptions  of 
the  battles  are  concise,  but  full  of  .spirit.  The  events  are  themselves  of  the  most  romantic  kind, 
and  are  detailed  in  a  very  picturesque  and  forcible  style.' — Thiies. 

*»*  The  Library  Edition  of  Tytler's  Hlstory  of  Scotland  may  be  had 
in  Ten  Volumes,  handsomely  bound  in  tree  calf  extra ;  and  the  People's  Edition, 
Four  Volumes  in  Two,  tree  calf  extra. 


Demy  ?>vo,  cloth,  price  lOs.  6d., 

JAMIESON'S     SCOTTISH 
DICTIONARY. 

Abridged  from  the  Dictionary  and  Supplement  (in  4  vols.  4to)  by  John 
Johnstone.  An  entirely  New  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged,  by  John 
Longmuir,  A.m.,  LL.D.,  foi-merly  Lecturer  in  King's  College  and  Uni- 
versity, Aberdeen. 


Ten  Vohtmcs,  foolscap  %vo,  cloth,  price  ids. ;  or,  in  Twoity  Volumes, 
segued,  price  IS,  each;  or.  Ten  Volii?nes,  half  calf  extra, 

WILSON'S   TALES   of   the   BORDERS 
AND   OF    SCOTLAND: 

Historical,  Traditionary,  and  Imaginative.     Edited  by  Alexander  Leighton, 
one  of  the  Original  Editors  and  Contributors. 

In  announcing  a  New  Edition  of  the  Border  Tales,  the  Publisher  does  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  say  anything  in  recommendation  of  a  work  which  has 
stood  the  test  of  a  general  competition,  and  which  has  increased  in  public  favour 
with  its  years.  Equally  suited  to  all  classes  of  readers,  it  has  been  received  with 
delight  in  the  scliool-room,  the  drawing-room,  the  parlour,  and  the  village  read- 
ing-room. Many  of  the  Tales  have  been  publicly  read.  The  high  tone  of  its 
morality  renders  it  an  admirable  small  libraiy  for  young  members  of  the  family. 
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NEW  LIBRARY  AND   GIFT  BOOKS. 


Crmon  %vo,  doth  extra,  price  z^s. , 

A    BOOK   ABOUT    DOMINIES: 

BEING   THE    REFLECTIONS   AND    RECOLLECTIONS   OF   A   MEMBER   OF 
THE    PROFESSION. 

'  A  more  sensible  book  than  this  about  boys  has  rarely  been  written,  for  it  enters  practically 
into  all  the  particulars  which  have  to  be  encountered  amongst  "the  young  ideas"  who  have  to  be 
trained  for  life,  and  are  too  often  marred  by  the  educational  means  adopted  for  their  early  mental 
development.  The  writer  is  evidently  one  of  the  Arnold  school — that  "  prince  of  schoolmasters" 
— who  did  more  for  the  formation  of  the  character  of  his  pupils  than  any  man  that  ever  lived.' — 
Bett's  Weekly  Messenger. 


Craavti  Sz'i?,  cloth  extra,  price  3J-.  bd. , 

A     BOOK     ABOUT     BOYS. 

By  ASCOTT  R.  HOPE, 
Author  of  '  A  Book  about  Dominies.' 


Introducing  and  Defining 

the  Subject. 
The  Amusements  of  Boys. 
The  Troubles  of  Boys. 
The  Friendships  of  Boys. 


The  Religion  and  Morality 

of  Boys. 
The  Philosophy  of  Boys. 
The  Manners  of  Boys. 
Peculiar  Boys. 


Books  for  Boys. 
Boys  in  Books. 
Boys  at  Home. 
Ragged  Boys. 


'  Mr.  Hope  writes  of  boys  as  only  a  man  who  has  studied  them  lovingly  can  write.  His  pro- 
fession has  thrown  him  much  among  them,  and  the  study  of  their  different  dispositions  has  been 
forced  upon  him.  No  man  can  more  thoroughly  appreciate  what  is  admirable  in  boyhood,  or 
hold  in  more  bitter  contempt  what  is  despicable.' — London  Review. 

'  Often  playful,  but  always  in  earnest,  the  writer  says  a  great  deal  which  will  be  entirely  new 
to  minds  that  should  be  familiar  with  all  that  concerns  the  lives  of  boys.  His  book,  indeed,  is 
one  that  demands  the  best  attention  of  parents  especially,  and  ought  to  receive  it.' — T/ie  Leader. 
'  His  book  is  a  series  of  essays  on  an  important  subject,  written  in  a  manly,  vigorous  tone,  with 
here  and  there  sparkles  of  humour  that  show  the  writer  to  be  anything  else  than  a  Dr.  Dryas- 
dust  Let  us   trust  that  his  book  may  have  its  proper  influence  in  effecting   a  remedy 

for  so  much  that  is  now  amiss.     It  is  one  deserving  the  attention  of  all  parents,  guardians,  and 
instructors.' — Art  Jotiriial. 

'  One  of  the  pleasantest,  most  thoughtful,  and  genial  volumes  we  have  read  for  a  very  long 
time.  Boy  character,  so  little  understood,  so  frequently  misrepresented,  is  thoroughly  compre- 
hended by  Mr.  Hope,  who,  we  consider,  has  done  a  real  service  to  "parents  and  guardians  "  in 
giving  the  result  of  his  experience  in  such  a  form.' — City  Press. 

'  Mr.  Hope  is  a  kindly,  humorous,  and  shrewd  observer,  who  writes  with  a  thorough  appre- 
ciation of  his  subject,  and  seldom  writes  anything  but  good  sense.  Nor  is  he  afraid,  on  occasion, 
to  speak  his  mind.' — T/ie  Spectator. 

'  The  sketches  of  the  various  characters  of  boys,  their  amusements,  troubles,  friendships,  and 
quarrels,  are  graphically  and  lovingly  dwelt  upon  by  one  who  has  lived  among  them  all  his  life 
without  dimming  his  fine  sense  of  the  redeeming  features  of  boyish  character.  We  should  like 
to  see  these  two  books  (Dominies  and  Boys!,  together  with  a  third  which  we  are  promised,  and 
which  will  be  sure  to  be  worth  reading,  not  only  in  the  hands  of  every  teacher,  but  on  the  shelves 
of  every  school  librarj-.' — Educational  Times. 

b 
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NBJV  LIBRARY  AND   GIF  J  BOOKS. 


Croion  %z'0,  cloth  extra,  price  6j-.  , 

WAYSIDE     THOUGHTS     OF     A 
PROFESSOR: 

BEING  A   SERIES   OF  DESULTORY  ESSAYS   ON   EDUCATION. 

By  D'ARCY  WENTWORTH  THOMPSON, 

Professor  of  Greek,   Queen's  College,   Gahvay  ;  Author  of  '  Day  Dreams  of  a 
Schoolmaster;'   'Sales  Attici,'  etc.  etc. 

CONTENTS. 

Introductory.  I  Youth  and  College. 

School  Memories.  |  Boyhood  and  School. 

College  Memories.  j  Childhood  and  the  Nursery. 

A  Teacher's  Experiences.  |  Girlhood,  Womanhood,  and  Home. 

Our  Home  Civilisation.  I  All  Work  and  no  Play. 

What  is  a  Schoolmaster  ?  |  Manhood  and  the  World. 

'  Professor  D'Arcy  Thompson  is  a  charming  essayist Wayside  Thoughts  may  be  com- 
mended to  instructors  of  every  grade,  from  the  college  down  to  the  mistress  of  an  infant  school. 
All  will  find  sound  advice  and  healthy  criticism,  and  none  need  fear  pedantry  or  obscurity.' — 
Hlortiing  Star. 

'  A  series  of  essays  on  education,  vigorous  in  their  tone  and  practical  in  their  aim.  The  manner 
in  which  the  author  has  dealt  with  his  subject  shows  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  its  various 

bearings As  a  contribution  to  the  general  stock  of  information  necessary  to  elucidate  the 

great  question,  this  work  will  be  welcomed  and  valued.' — The  Glolie. 

'  Readers  of  Wayside  Thoughts  will  not  have  the  slightest  cause  to  complain  of  a  want  of 
variety.  Every  age,  from  childhood  upwards,  as  e.xemplified  in  either  sex,  is  comprised  in  the 
author's  portraiture.  The  wider  sphere  of  manhood  and  the  world,  and  the  microcosm  of  school 
and  college,  are  rapidly  displayed  in  successive  panoramas.  The  sketches  are  bold  in  outline, 
and  bear  the  marks  of  an  artistic  hand.' — Imperial  Review. 


Second  Edition,  Crffiun  %vo,  cloth  extra,  price  ds. , 

LAST     LEAVES: 

SKETCHES  AND  CRITICISMS. 

By     ALEXANDER     SMITH, 
Author  of  'Life  Drama,'    '  Dreamthorp,'   etc. 

Edited,  with  a  Memoir,  by  Patrick  Proctor  Alexander,  M.A.,  Author  of 
'  Mill  and  Carlyle,'  etc. 

'  In  the  very  fresh  and  genial  memoir  prefixed  to  this  collection  of  posthumous  pieces,  Mr. 
Alexander  draws  with  much  skill  the  picture  of  a  man  whose  sense  of  the  fitness  of  things  seemed 
latterly  to  operate  as  a  fatal  hindrance  to  the  production  of  poetry  worthy  to  live,  whose  exquisite 
social  qualities,  passive  though  they  were,  made  everybody  who  knew  him  forget  entirely  his 
pretensions  to  the  laurel,  and  who  really  might  have  done  greater  things  if  he  had  been  a  sourer 

tempered  fellow As   for   the   Last  Leaves,  they  are  well  worth  reading  :  but  the  best 

thing  in  the  book  is  the  Memoir.  Mr.  Alexander  has  acquitted  himself  to  admiration  of  the  most 
difficult  and  delicate  of  tasks, — that  of  writing  simply  and  kindly  the  biography  of  a  personal 
friend  ,  and  his  work  will  be  appreciated  best  by  those  who  have  made  similar  attempts,  or 
contemplated  most  critically  the  innumerable  inflated  "memoirs"  and  priggish  "  biographies" 
which  swarm  in  literature.  In  a  style  easy  and  colloquial,  indeed  almost  loose,  he  discusses  his 
theme,  and  in  no  instance  exceeds  or  falls  short  of  his  duty  in  his  peculiar  position  as  friend  and 
biographer.' — The  Spectator. 
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In  s([uare  Svo,  richly  bound  in  cloth  and  gold,  price  3s., 

THE  LOVES  OF  ROSE  PINK  AND  SKY  BLUE, 

And  other  Stories  told  lo  Children. 

By   WILLIAM   FRANCIS   COLLIER,  LL.U., 

Author  of  'Tales  of  Old  English  Life,'  etc.  etc. 

Profusely  Illustrated  with  Original  humorous  Illustrations  on  Wood. 


Second  Edition,  enlarged,  price  3s.,  richly  bound, 

STORY    OF 
THE   KINGS   OF  JUDAH   AND   ISRAEL. 

Written  for  Clii'.dren. 

By  A.  O.  B. 

Illustrated  with  Full-page  Engravings  and  Map. 

'  We  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  "  Storj'  of  the  Kings  of  Jiidah,"  wh'xh  will  prove  a  real 
boon  to  children,  who  so  often  are  compelled  to  puzzle  their  little  brains  over  the  history  of  the 
Kings  of  Judah  and  Israel,  with  the  vaguest  possible  idea  of  what  it  all  means.  This  little  work 
gives  the  best  and  clearest  account  we  have  ever  seen,  as  adapted  to  the  comprehension  of  chil- 
dren ;  and  the  author  is  evidently  one  who  has  been  accustomed  to  the  training  of  young  minds, 
and  knows  how  to  meet  their  difficulties.' — Chufchih-ait's  Companion. 


Crown  4to,  cloth  extra,  gilt  edges,  price  6s., 

THE     NATIONAL     MELODIST: 

Two  Hundred  Standard  Songs,  with  Symphonies  and  Accompaniments  for  the 
Pianoforte. 

Edited  by  J.  C.  KIESER. 
Demy  4to,  cloth  extra,  gill  edges,  price  3s.  6d., 

THE    SCOTTISH    MELODIST: 

Forty-eight  Scottish  Songs  and  Ballads,  with  Symphonies  and  Accompaniments 
for  the  Pianoforte. 

Edited  by  J.  C.  KIESER. 
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NIMMO'S   POPULAR  EDITION  OF 

THE   WORKS    OF^THE    POETS. 

In  f  cap.  d>vo,  printed  on  toned  paper,  elegantly  bound  in  cloth  extra,  gilt 
edges,  price  y.  6d.  each  ;  or  in  morocco  antique,  price  6s.  6d.  each; 
or  7norocco  extra,  with  inlaid  ivory  on  side,  price  "js.  6d.  each. 
Each  Volume  contains  a  Memoir,  and  is  illustrated  luith  a  Portrait 
of  the  Author,  engraved  on  Steel,  and  ittimerous  full-page  Illiis- 
iratio7is  o?t  Wood,  from  designs  by  e?ninent  Artists. 

Longfellow'sPoeticalWorks.   UNIFORM  WITHTHE  POETS. 

Scott's  Poetical  Works. 


The  Complete  Works  of 
Shakespeare. 

With  Biographical  Sketch  by  Mary 
CowDEN  Clarke.  Two  Volumes, 
price  3s.  6d.  each. 

II. 

The  Arahian  Mghts' 
Entertainments. 

With  One  Hundred  Illustrations  on 
Wood.  Two  Volumes,  price  3s.  6d. 
each. 

III. 

Bunyan's  Pilgrim's  Progress 
and  Holy  War. 

Complete  in  One  Volume. 
IV. 

Lives  of  the  British  Poets: 

Biographies  of  the  most  eminent  British 
Poets,  with  specimens  of  their  writ- 
ings. Twelve  Portraits  on  Steel, 
and  Twelve  Full-page  Illustrations. 


III. 

Byron's  Poetical  Works. 

IV. 

Moore's  Poetical  Works. 

V. 

Wordsworth's 
Poetical  Works. 

VI. 

Cowper's  Poetical  Works. 

VII. 

Milton's  Poetical  Works. 

VIII. 

Thomson's  Poetical  Works. 

IX. 

Beattie  and  Goldsmith's 
Poetical  Works. 

X. 

Pope's  Poetical  Works. 

XI. 

Bums' s  Poetical  Works. 

XII. 

The  Casquet  of  Gems. 

The  Book  of 
Humorous  Poetry. 

XIV. 

Ballads: 
Scottish  and  English. 

*^*  This  Series  of  Books,  from  the  very  superior  manner  in  which  it  is  pro- 
duced, is  at  once  the  cheapest  and  handsomest  edition  of  the  Poets  in  the  market. 
The  volumes  form  elegant  and  appropriate  Presents  as  School  Prizes  and  Gift- 
Books,  either  in  cloth  or  morocco. 

'They  are  a  marvel  of  cheapness,  some  of  the  volumes  extending  to  as  many  as  700,  and  even 
900,  pages,  printed  on  toned  paper  in  a  beautifully  clear  t>'pe.  Add  to  this,  that  they  are  pro- 
fusely illustrated  Vk'ith  wood  engravings,  are  elegantly  and  tastefully  bound,  and  that  they  are 
published  at  3s.  6d.  each,  and  our  recommendation  of  them  is  complete.' — Scotsman. 


The  Prose  Works  of 
Eohert  Burns. 

Correspondence  complete,  Remarks  on 
Scottish  Song,  Letters  to  Clarinda, 
Commonplace  Books,  etc.  etc. 
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/;/  small  crown  %vo, printed  on  toned  paper,  bound  in  cloth  extra,  gilt  edges, 
bex'cl/ed  boards,  with  Portrait  engraved  07i  Steel,  price  y.  6d.  each. 


Wisdom,   Wit,    and    Alle- 
gory. Selected  from' The  Spectator. 


Benjamin     Franklin 

Biography. 

in. 

The  World's  Way. 

of  Life  and  Labour. 


Lays 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 

The   Life    and   Travels   of 

Mungo  Park.  With  a  Supplemen- 
taiy  Chapter,  detailing  the  results 
of  recent  Discovery  in  Africa. 

V. 

Wallace,  the  Hero  of  Scot- 
land :  A  Biography.  By  James 
Paterson. 

VI. 

Epoch  Men,  andthe  Results 

of  their  Lives.    By  Samuel  Neil. 

VII. 

A     Book     of     Characters. 

Selected  from  the  Writings  of 
OvERBURY,  Earle,  and  Butler. 


VIII. 

Men  of  History. 

nent  Writers. 


By  Emi- 


Old  World  Worthies ;  or, 

Classical  Biography.    Selected  from 
Plutarch's  Lives. 

X. 

The  Man  of  Business  con- 
sidered in  Six  Aspects.  A  Book 
for  Young  Men. 


Women    of    History. 

Eminent  Writers. 


By 


The   Improvement  of  the 

Mind.     By  Isaac  Watts. 


Tales  of  Old  English  Life ; 

or,   Pictures  of  the  Periods.       By 
W.  F.  Collier,  LL.D. 

*.*  This  elegant  and  useful  Series  of  Books  has  been  specially  prepared  for  School  and  College 
Prizes  :  they  are,  however,  equally  suitable  for  General  Presentation.  In  selecting  the  works  for 
this  Series,  the  aim  of  the  publisher  has  been  to  produce  books  of  a  permanent  value,  interesting 
in  manner  and  instructive  in  matter— books  that  youth  will  read  eagerly  and  with  profit,  and 
which  will  be  found  equally  attractive  in  after  life. 


In  small  ^z'o,  printed  on  tojted  paper,  Illustrated,  richly  bound  in  cloth 
and  gold  and  gilt  edges,  with  new  and  original  Frontispiece,  printed 
in  colours  by  Kronheim, /5r/V^  2J.  6d.  each. 

I.  IV. 

The   Yicar    of   Wakefield,    ^sop's   Fables,   w^ith   In- 

Poems  and  Essays.      By  Oliver  ;  structive    Applications.       By   Dr. 

Goldsmith.        '  '  Croxall. 


Bunyan's    Pilgrim's 


Pro-    The   History  of   Sandford 

and  Merton. 


The  Life  and  Adventures    Evenings    at    Home  ;     or, 

of  Robinson  Crusoe.  The  Juvenile  Budget  opened. 

*»•  The  above  are  very  elegant  and  remarkably  cheap  editions  of  these  old  favourite  Works. 


H 
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Extra  Fcap.  87'0,  cloth  elegant,  gitt  edges,  Illustrated,  price  2S.  6d.  each. 

I.  IV. 

My  New  Home: 


Memorable  IVars  of 
Scot  land. 


Patrick  Fraser  Tytler,  F.R.S.E., 
Author  of  '  History  of  Scotland, '  etc.     i 


Seeing  the  World: 

a  young  sailor's  own  story. 

By  Charles  Nordhoff, 

Author  of  '  The  Young  Man-of-War' 

Man.' 

III. 

The  Martyr  Missionary 

FIVE    YEARS    IN    CHINA.  ! 

By  Rev.  Charles  P.  Bush,  M.A.     i 


A    WOMAN'S    DIARY. 

By  the  Author  of  '  Win  and  Wear,'  etc. 
V. 

Home  Heroines : 

tales  for  girls. 

By   T.    S.   Arthur, 

Author  of  'Life's  Crosses,'   'Orange 

Blossoms,'  etc. 

\'I. 

L cssons  from  Women's 
Lives. 

By  Sarah  J.  Hale. 


N  IMMO'S 

Cto0  Sljillntg  gli^toartr 


00ns, 


Foolscap  '&ro,  Illustrated,  elegantly  bowid  in  cloth  extra,  bevelled  boa?-ds, 
gilt  back  and  side,  gilt  edges,  price  2s.  each. 


The  Far  North : 

EXPLORATIONS     IN     THE    ARCTIC 
REGIONS. 

By  Elisha  Kent  Kane,  M.D., 

Commander  second  'Grinnell'  E.^pedi- 

tion  in  search  of  Sir  John  Franklin. 

II. 

The  Young  Men  of  the 
Bible: 

A    SERIES    OF    PAPERS, 
BIOGRAPHICAL     AND     SUGGESTIVE. 

By  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Collier. 

III. 
The  Blade  and  the  Ear: 

A    BOOK    FOR    YOUNG    MEN. 


Alonarchs  of  Ocean : 

NARRATIVES  OF 
MARITIME  DISCOVERY  AND  PROGRESS. 


Life's  Crosses,  and  How  to 
Meet  them. 

By  T.  S.  Arthur, 

Author  of  'Anna  Lee,'   'Orange 

Blossoms,'  etc. 

VI. 

A  Father  s  Legacy  to  his 

Daughters  ; 

'vac. 

a  book  for  young  women. 
By  Dr.   Gregory. 
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Demy  i2,mo,  Illustrated,  cloth  extra,  gilt  edges,  price  \s.  6d.  each. 


The  Vicar  of  Wakefield. 

Poems  and  Essays. 
By  Oliver  Goldsmith. 

II. 
^sop's  Fables, 

With  Instructive  Applications. 
By  Dr.  Croxall. 

III. 

Bunyan's 

Pilgrim's    Progress. 


The  Boy's  Own  W^orkshop. 

By  Jacob  Abbott. 

VII. 

The  Life  and  Adventures 
of  Robinson  Crusoe. 

VI  n. 

The  History  of  Sandford 

and  Merton. 


The  Young  Man-of- War's         Evenings  at  Home ; 

yi2iXi  :  ^'^'  "^^^  Juvenile  Budget  Opened. 

A  Boy's  Voyage  round  tlie  World.  X. 

y  Unexpected  Pleasures. 

The  Treasury  of  Anecdote:         By  Mrs.  George  cupples, 

Moral  and  Religious.  Author  of  'The  Little  Captain,'  etc. 

*^*  The  above  Series  of  elegant  and  useful  books  are  specially  prepared  for  the 
entertainment  and  instruction  of  young  persons. 


N  I  M  MO'S 

<Sitntra:g   <SrIj00l    |Utoa:rir   §00hs. 

Foolscap  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt  edges,  Illustrated,  price  is.  6d.  each. 


Bible  Blessings. 

By  Rev.  Richard  Newton, 

Author  of  'The  Best  Things,'   'The 

Safe  Compass,'   '  The  King's 

Highway,'  etc. 


One  Hour  a  Week  : 

Fifty-two  Bible  Lessons  for  the  Young. 

By  the  Author  of  'Jesus  on  Earth.' 

III. 

The  Best  Things. 
By  Rev.  Richard  Newtox. 


Grace  Harvey  and  her 
Cousins. 

By  the  Author  of  '  Douglas  Farm. ' 

V. 

Lessons   from    Rose   Hill ; 

and 
Little  Nannette. 

VI. 

Great  and  Good  Women  : 

Biogi'aphies  for  Girls. 
By  Lydia  H.  Sigourney. 


i6 
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Foolscap  87'(?,   Coloured  Frontispieces,  handsomely  bo7ind  in  cloth, 
Illuminated,  price  is.  each. 

I.  I  VII. 

Four     Little     People    and  |  The  Perils  of  Greatness;  or, 

their  Friends.  The  Story  of  Alexander  Menzikoff. 

II.  j  VIII. 

Elizabeth  ;  or,  The  Exiles  of ;  Little  Crowns,  and  How  to 

Siberia. 


Paul  and  Virginia. 

IV. 

Little    Threads  :     Tangle 

Thread,    Golden    Thread,     Silver 
Thread, 

V. 

Benjamin  Franklin  :  A  Bio- 
graphy for  Boys. 

VI. 

Barton  Todd. 


Win  Them. 

IX. 

Great  Riches :    Nelly  Rivers' 

Story. 

X. 

The  Right  Way,   and  the 

Contrast. 

XI. 

The  Daisy's  First  Winter, 

and  other  Stories. 

XII. 

The  Man  of  the  Mountain. 


Itimiras  %x^tmx'^  Ixxfajemlt  §00ks. 

Demy  i8mo.  Illustrated,  handsomely  boutid  in  cloth,  gilt  side, 
gilt  edges,  price  6d.  each. 


Pearls  for  Little  People. 
Great    Lessons    for    Little 

People. 


Story    Pictures    from    the 

Bible. 

VIII. 

The  Tables  of  Stone  :  Illus- 
trations of  the  Commandments. 
Reason  in  Rhyme :  A  Poetrj-  i  ix. 

Book  for  the  Young.  I  WayS   Of  Doing   GOOd. 

IV.  X. 

.^sop's  Little  Fable  Book.  :  Stories  about  our  Dogs.   By 

Harriet  Beecher  Stowe. 

Grapes    from     the     Great 

Yine. 

VI. 

The  Pot  of  Gold. 


The  Red-winged  Goose, 

xn. 
The  Hermit  of  the  Hills. 


gimiras  ^fnurptniTg  |iiknik  ^ooliS. 

The  above  Series  of  Books  are  also  kept  in  paper  covers,  elegantly 
printed  in  Colours,  price  i^d.  each. 

%*  The  distinctive  features  of  the  New  Series  of  Sixpenny  and  One  Shilling 
Juvenile  Books  are :  The  subjects  of  each  Volume  have  been  selected  with  a  due 
regard  to  Instruction  and  Entertainment ;  they  are  well  printed  on  fine  paper,  in 
a  superior  manner ;  the  Shilling  Series  is  Illustrated  with  Frontispieces  printed  in 
Coloui-s;  the  Sixpenny  Series  has  beautiful  Engravings;  and  they  are  elegantly 
bound. 
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Si^rics  of  Commonplace  ^oolis. 

Si/ia//  4/0,  elegantly  friii/eJ  on  superfine  toned  paper,  and  rie/ily 
bound  in  cloth  and  gold  and  gilt  edges,  price  2s.  Gd.  each. 

BOOKS    AND    AUTHORS. 

CURIOUS  FACTS  AND  CHARACTERISTIC  SKETCHES. 

LAW    AND    LAWYERS. 

CURIOUS  FACTS  AND  CHARACTERISTIC  SKETCHES. 

ART   AND    ARTISTS. 

CURIOUS  FACTS  AND  CHARACTERISTIC  SKETCHES. 

INVENTION    AND    DISCOVERY. 

CURIOUS  FACTS  AND  CHARACTERISTIC  SKETCHES. 

OMENS   AND    SUPERSTITIONS. 

CURIOUS  FACTS  AND  ILLUSTRATIVE  SKETCHES. 

CLERGYMEN    AND    DOCTORS. 

CURIOUS  FACTS  AND  CHARACTERISTIC  SKETCHES. 


N  IMMO'S 


popular  Religious  (Sift  §ooks. 

:  8;;/^,  finely  printed  on  toned  paper,  haiulsomely  hound  in  cloth  extra, 
bevelled  boards,  gilt  edges,  price  \s.  6d.  each. 


ACEOSS   THE    KIVEE :    Twelve 

Views  of  Heaven.  By  Norman 
MACLEOD,  D.D. ;  R.  W.  Hamil- 
ton, D.D.;  Robert  S.Candlish, 
D.D. ;  James  Hamilton,  D.D. ; 
etc.  etc.  etc. 

EMBLEMS  or  JESUS  ;  or,  lUus- 

trations  of  Emmanuel's  Character 
and  Work. 

LITE  THOUGHTS  OE  EMINENT 

CHRISTIANS. 


COMTOET  rOE  THE  DESPOND- 
ING. 

THE   CHASTENING   OF  LOVE. 

By  Joseph  Parker,  D.D.,  Man- 
chester. 

THE   OEDAE  OHEISTIAN.     By 

the  Rev.  Theodore  L.  Cuvler. 


CONSOLATION  POE  CHEISTL&.N 

MOTHERS    BEREAVED    OF 
LITTLE  CHILDREN. 

VIII. 

THE    OEPHAN  ;     or,    Words    of 

Comfort    for   the    Fatherless    and 
Motherless. 

GLADDENDTG  '"sTEEAMS  ;    or, 

The  Waters  of  the  Sanctuary. 

SPIEIT  OP  the' OLD  DPHNES. 
CHOICE  GLEANINGS  PEOM 

SACRED  WRITERS. 

DIEECTION  In"pEATEE.      By 

Beter  Grant,  D.D.,  Author  of 
'  Emblems  of  Jesus,'  etc. 

SOEIPTUEE''iMAGEET.    By 

Peter  Grant,  D.D.,  Author  of 
'  Emblems  of  Jesus,'  etc. 
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llibrarg  ^Mtioit  of  Stanbarir  Morks, 

WELL   ADAPTED    FOR 

PRIZES  fN   {^PPER  CLASSES  ANO   HI<}H   SCHOOLS. 

In  large  Demy  2>vo,  with  Steel  Portrait  and  Vignette,  handsomely 
bound,  half  Roxburgh,  gilt  tops,  price  5X.  each. 

The   Complete   Works    of    josephus  :  The  uhole  Works 
W^ilham     Shakespeare.  |        of  Fkvius  josephus,  the  Jewish  His- 

^^  ith    a    Biographical    Sketch    by  torian.      Translated  by  Whistox. 

Mary  Cowden    Clarke,  and  a  | 
Copious  Glossary.  1 

I 

The  Complete  Poetical  and  The  Arabian  Nights' Enter- 
Prose  V/OrkS  of  Robert  tainmentS.      Translated  from 
Burns.      With  Life  and   Vari-  ,          the  Arabic.     An  entirely  New  Edi- 
orum  Xotes  '          t\on.     Illustrated  with  upwards  of 
jjj  100  original  Engi-avings  on  Wood. 

The  Miscellaneous  Works 

of  Oliver  Goldsmith.  vu. 

IV.  The   Works    of  Jonathan 

The     Poetical    Works    of  j        Swift,    D.D.      Carefully  se- 

Lord  Byron.      illustrated  by  lected,    with   Life  of  the  Author, 

eminent  Artists.  and  original  and  authentic  Xotes. 

^oplnr   lUIigtoHS   Morfis. 

SUrfABLE    FOR    PRESENTATION. 

Foolscap  8vo,  handsomely  bound  in  cloth  extra,  antique,  price  2s.  6d., 

CHRISTIAN   COMFORT. 

By  the  Author  of   'EMBLEMS  OF  JESUS.' 

'  There  is  a  fitness  and  adaptability  in  this  book  for  the  purpose  it  seeks  to  accomplish,  which 
will  most  surelj'  secure  for  it  a  wide  and  general  acceptance,  not  only  in  the  home  circle,  but 
wherever  suffering  may  be  found,  whether  mental,  spiritual,  or  physical.' — Jl'esleyan  Times. 

IE 

By  the  same  Author,  uniform  in  style  and  price, 

LIGHT   ON   THE   GRAVE. 

'This  is  a  book  for  the  mourner,  and  one  full  of  consolation.  Even  a  heathen  poet  could  say. 
"  Non  omnis  moriar;"  and  the  object  of  this  book  is  to  show  how  little  of  the  good  man  can 

die,  and  how  thoroughly  the  sting  of  death,  deprived  of  its  poison,  may  be  extracted 

The  form  and  elegance  of  the  book,  we  must  add,  make  it  peculiarly  suitable  as  a  gift.' — Daily 
Review. 

III. 
Uniform  in  stvle  and  price, 

GLIMPSES  OF  THE   CELESTIAL   CITY, 

AND  GUIDE  TO  THE  INHERITANCE. 

With  Introduction  by  the 

Rev.  JOHN  MACFARLAXE,  LL.D.,   Clapham,   London. 
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Foolscap  2)V0,  luiiformly  hound  in  doth  extra. 
PKIOE  ONE  SHILLmG  EACH. 


THE  Earth's  Crust:    a  Handy  Outline  of  Geology. 

With  numerous  Illustralions.     Third  Edition.     By  David  Page,   LL. D., 
F.R.S.E.,  F.G.S.,  Author  of  'Text-Books  of  Geology  and  Physical  Geo- 
graphy,' etc. 
'  Such  a  work  as  this  was  much  wanted, — a  work  giving  in  clear  and  intelligible  outline  the 
leading  facts  of  the  science,  without  amplification  or  irksome  details.     It  is  admirable  in  arrange- 
ment,  and  clear,  easy,  and,  at  the  same  time,  forcible  in  style.      It  will  lead,  we  hope,   to  the 
introduction  of  geology  into  many  schools  that  have  neither  time  nor  room  fur  the  study  of  large 
treatises.' — The  Museum. 

II. 

POULTRY  AS  A  MEAT  SUPPLY :  Being  Hints  to  Hen- 
wives  how  to  Rear  and  Manage  Poultry  Economically  and  Profitably. 
Fourth  Edition.     By  the  Author  of  '  The  Poultry  Kalendar.' 

'  The  author's  e.vcellent  aim  is  to  teach  henwives  how  to  make  the  poultrj'-yard  a  profitable  as 
well  as  pleasant  pursuit,  and  to  popularize  poultry-rearing  among  the  rural  population  generally.' 
—  Tlte  Globe. 

III. 

HOW  TO   BECOME  A  SUCCESSFUL   ENGINEER  :    Being 

Hints  to  Youths  intending  to  adopt  the  Profession.     Third  Edition.     By 
Bernard  Stuart,  Engineer. 

'  Parents  and  guardians,  with  youths  under  their  charge  destined  for  the  profession,  as  well  as 
youths  themselves  who  intend  to  adopt  it,  will  do  well  to  study  and  obey  the  plain  curriculum  in 
this  little  book.  Its  doctrine  will,  v.-e  hesitate  not  to  say,  if  practised,  tend  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
profession  with  men  conscious  of  the  heavy  responsibilities  placed  in  their  charge.' — Practical 
Mechanics  Journal. 

IV. 

RATIONAL  COOKERY  :    Cookery  made  Practical  and 

Economical,   in  connection  with  the  Chemistry  of  Food.      Fifth  Edition. 
By  Hartelaw  Reid. 

V. 

EUROPEAN    History  :    in  a  Series  of  Biographies, 

from  the  Beginning  of  the  Christian  Era  till  the  Present  Time.      Second 
Edition.     By  David  Pryde,  M.A. 

VI. 

DOMESTIC   Medicine  :    Plain   and    Brief  Directions 

for  tlie  Treatment  requisite  before  Advice  can  be  obtained.     Second  Edition. 
By  Offley  Bohun  Shore,  Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, etc.  etc.  etc. 
'  This  is  one  of  the  medicine  books  that  ought  to  be  published.     It  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
Shore,  an  eminent  physician,  and  it  is  dedicated,  by  permission,  to  Sir  James  Y.   Simpson,  Bart., 
one  of  the  first  physicians  of  the  age.     We  can  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  heads  of  families 
and  to  travellers.' — The  Standard. 

VII. 

DOMESTIC    Management  :    Hints   on   the  Training 

and  Treatment  of  Children  and  Servants.     By  Mrs.  Charles  Doig. 

VIII. 

Free-hand    Drawing  :    A   Guide  to  Ornamental, 

Figure,  and  Landscape  Drawing.     By  an  Art  Student,  Author  of  '  Orna- 
mental and  Figure  Drawing.'     Profusely  Illustrated. 

IX. 

The  Metals  used  in  Construction  :  Iron,  Steel, 

Bessemer  Metal,  etc.  etc.     By  Francis  Herbert  Joynson.     Illustrated. 
OTHER    VOLUMES  IN  PREPARATION. 


LOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY  ^VILLIAM  T.  XIMMO. 


Second  Edition,  crown  ?>vo,  cloth  extra,  price  3^-.  6d. , 

FAMILY  PRAYERS  FOR  FIVE   WEEKS, 

With  Prayers  for  Special  Occasions,  and  a  Table  for  Reading  the 
Holy  Scriptures  throughout  the  Year. 

By   ^VILLIAM    ^VILSON,  Minister  of  Kippen. 


'  This  is  an  excellent  compendium  of  family  prayers.  It  will  be  found  invaluable  to  parents 
.and  heads  of  families.  The  prayers  are  short,  well  expressed,  and  the  book,  as  a  whole,  does  the 
author  great  credit.' — Perth  Advertiser. 

'  The  author  is  evidently  one  with  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  what  is  regarded  as  sound 
doctrine  by  the  evangelical  Churches  ;  but  this  is  only  apparent  by  the  direction  of  his  devotional 
feeling,  the  book  being  distinctly  what  it  professes  to  be, — a  book  of  prayers,  conceived  (as  they 
seem  to  us,  in  a  catholic  and  comprehensive  spirit,  and  expressed  in  simple  and  natural  language.' 
—  Glasgow  Herald. 

'  Written  in  simple  yet  chaste  language  ;  and  those  we  have  looked  at  breathe  a  calm  spirit  of 
devotion  ....  The  work  is  issued  in  a  suitable  form,  which  will  render  it  worthy  of  acceptance 
as  a  gift  hook.'— Public  Opinicm. 


A  NEW  ]VORK  BY  A  SCOTT  R.  HOPE. 


In  crown  Svo,  elegantly  bound,  cloth  extra,  price  6s. ; 
or  gilt  edges  and  sides,  6s.  6d., 

STORIES    OF    SCHOOL     LIFE 


By   ASCOTT   R.   HOPE, 
Author  of  'A  Book  about  Boys,'   'A  Book  about  Dominies,'  etc.  etc. 


'  We  do  not  know  any  author  of  the  present  day,  avowedly  writing  for  boys,  whose  earlier 
works  are  more  suggestive  of  promise  than  Mr.  Hope's.  He  has  proposed  to  himself  a  difficult 
task— the  reformation  of  the  boy's  literature  of  the  age.  He  designs  to  accomplish  his  end,  not 
by  subordinating  fiction  to  the  purposes  of  instruction,  but  by  a  felicitous  admixture  of  both,  so 
that  they  shall  reciprocally  assist  each  other.     ^loreover,  his  style  must  be  commended  for  its 

purity.       His  language   is  without   pedantrj' Our   unqualified   praise  will   not,   we   are 

assured,  be  thought  hyperbolical  by  those  of  our  readers  who  may  choose  to  purchase  the  book 
and  judge  of  its  merits  themselves.' — The  Leader. 

'  Mr.  Hope,  although  a  young  writer,  has  already  acquired  a  high  reputation  as  being,  per- 
haps, the  best  living  interpreter  of  the  feelings  of  modem  schoolboys,  and  of  the  relations  that 
subsist  between  them  and  their  masters.  In  the  two  books  already  published,  the  "  Book  about 
Dominies,"  and  the  "  Dook  about  Boys,"  he  may  be  said  to  have  given  us  the  fundamental 
principles  of  what  he  himself  would  call  the  science  of  bcyology.  As  an  expounder  of  that  science, 
we  look  upon  him  as  superior  even  to  the  accomplished  and  genial  author  of  "  Tom  Brown's 
Schooldays."  ' — Edinburgh  Courant. 


BOOKS  rUBLISHED  BY  WILLIAM  P.  NIMMO.  2  1 

llopliir  Morlis  Ijii  Ik  ^wf box  0f  '  fjtnbm  oixx  |J0nu. 

Jj^s^or^-aU  sale  of  the  fcUcniung popular  zi'orks,  157,000  copies. 


Crowu  Svo,  cloth  antique,  One  Hundredth  Thousand,  price  3s.  6d., 

HEAVEN      OUR      HOME. 

'  The  author  of  the  voUime  before  us  endeavours  to  describe  what  heaven  is,  as  shown  by  the 
light  of  reason  and  Scripture  ;  and  we  promise  the  reader  many  charming  pictures  of  heavenly 
bliss,  founded  upon  undeniable  authority,  and  described  with  the  pen  of  a  dramatist,  which  can- 
not fail  to  elevate  the  soul  as  well  as  to  delight  the  imagination Part  Second  proves,  in  a 

manner  as  beautiful  as  it  is  convincing,  the  doctrine  of  the  recognition  of  friends  in 
HEAVEN, — a  subject  of  which  the  author  makes  much,  introducing  many  touching  scenes  of 
Scripture  celebrities  meeting  in  heaven  and  discoursing  of  their  experience  on  earth.  Part  Third 
DEMONSTRATES  THE  INTEREST  WHICH  THOSE  IN  HEAVEN  FEEL  IN  EARTH,  AND  PROVES,  WITH 
REMARKABLE  CLEARNESS,  THAT  SUCH  AN  INTEREST  EXISTS  NOT  ONLY  WITH  THE  AlIMIGHTY 
AND  AMONG  THE  ANGELS,  BUT  ALSO  AMONG  THE  SPIRITS  OF  DEPARTED  FRIENDS.  We  Un- 
hesitatingly give  our  opinion  that  this  volume  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  productions  of  a 
religious  character  which  has  appeared  for  some  time  ;  and  we  would  desire  to  see  it  pass  into 
e.\tensive  circulation.' — Glasgow  Hernld. 

A    CHEAP    EDITION    OF    'HEAVEN    OUR    HOME,' 

In  crown  Svo,  cloth  limp,  price  is.  6d.,  is  also  published. 

II. 
Crown  Svo,  cloth  antique.  Twenty-ninth  Thousand,  price  3s.  6d., 

MEET      FOR      HEAVEN. 

'The  author,  in  his  or  her  former  work,  "  Heaven  our  Home,"  portrayed  a  social  heaven, 

WHERE   SCATTERED    FAMILIES    MEET    AT    LAST  IN    LOVING    INTERCOURSE  AND    IN    POSSESSION  OF 

PERFECT  RECOGNITION,  to  Spend  a  never-ending  eternity  of  peace  and  love.  In  the  present  work 
the  individual  state  of  the  children  of  God  is  attempted  to  be  unfolded,  and  more  especially  the 
state  of  probation  which  is  set  apart  for  them  on  earth  to  fit  and  prepare  erring  mortals  for  the 

society  of  the  saints The  work,  as  a  whole,  displays  an  originality  of  conception,  a  flow 

of  language,  and  a  closeness  of  reasoning  rarely  found  in  religious  publications.  .  .  .  The  author 
combats  the  pleasing  and  generally  accepted  belief,  that  death  will  effect  an  entire  change 
ON  the  SPIRITUAL  CONDITION  OF  OUR  SOULS,  and  that  all  who  enter  into  bliss  will  be  placed  on 
a  common  level.' — Glasgow  Herald. 

A    CHEAP    EDITION    OF    'MEET    FOR    HEAVEN,' 
In  crown  Svo,  cloth  limp,  price  is.  6d.,  is  also  published. 

III. 
Crown  Svo,  cloth  antique,  Twenty-first  Thousand,  price  3s.  6d., 

LIFE      IN      HEAVEN. 

There,  Faith  is  changed  into  Sight,  and  Hope  is  passed  into 
BLISSFUL  Fruition. 

'  This  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  remarkable  works  which  have  been  issued  from  the  press 
during  the  present  generation  ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  prove  as  acceptable  to  the  public  as 
the  two  attractive  volumes  to  which  it  forms  an  appropriate  and  beautiful  sequel.' — Clieltenliaiii 
youriial. 

A    CHEAP     EDITION     OF     'LIFE     IN     HEAVEN,' 

In  crown  Svo,  cloth  limp,  price  is.  6d.,  is  also  published. 

IV. 

Crown  Svo,  cloth  antique,  Seventh  Thousand,  price  3s.  6d., 

CHRIST'S      TRANSFIGURATION; 

Or,  Tabor's  Te.\chings. 

'  The  main  subjects  discussed  in  this  new  work  are,  Christ's  glory  and  eternal  intercourse  with 
his  people.  These  are  developed  with  great  power  of  thought,  and  great  beauty  of  languaffc. 
The  book  is  sure  to  meet  with  as  flattering  a  reception  as  the  author's  former  works.' — The 

A    CHEAP    EDITION    OF    'CHRIST'S    TRANSFIGURATION.' 
In  crown  Svo,  cloth  limp,  price  is.  6d.,  is  also  published. 


BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY  WILLIAM  P.  NIMMO. 


'Uniform  with  'Heaven  our  Home.' 

Third  Ediiion,  just  ready,  price  3s.  6d., 

THE    SPIRIT    DISEMBODIED. 

WHEN   WE   DIE    IFE  DO  NOT  FALL   ASLEEP: 
WE    OXLY  CHANGE   OUR   PLACE. 

By  HERBERT  BROUGHTON. 

OPINIONS  OP  THE  PRESS. 

'  This  book  will  be  read  by  thousands.  It  treats  on  all-important  subjects  in  a  simple  and 
attractive  style.' — Chronicle. 

'  This  is  a  book  of  very  considerable  merit,  and  destined  ere  long  to  attract  attention  in  the 
literary  world.     The  subject  of  which  it  treats  is  one  of  surpassing  interest.' — Berwick  Warder. 

'  This  is  a  remarkable  work,  and  well  worth  the  study  of  all  inquiring  minds.' — Renfrezu  Inde- 
pendent. 

'  The  last  chapter  supplies  us  with  a  few  more  instances  of  the  deaths  of  pious  men,  in  proof 
that  angels  do  attend  the  deathbed  scenes  of  the  saints  of  God,  to  carry  the  disembodied  spirit  to 
heaven.' — Pail  Mail  Gazette. 

'  The  author  shows  as  conclusively  as  it  can  be  shown,  not  only  that  the  soul  is  an  immortal 
part  of  our  being,  but  that  there  .\re  mysterious  links  connecting  us  with  those  we  love  on  earth, 
and  that  when  "clothed  upon"  with  immortality,  we  shall  '"  recognise  each  other  and  be  together 
in  eternity."' — E-ieter  Post. 

'  We  think  the  author  has  satisfactorily  demonstrated  both  the  immortality  of  man,  and  also 
that  the  spirit  lives  in  a  condition  of  cunscious  e.vistence  after  de.ith.  His  chapter  on  the  recogni- 
tion of  friends  in  heaven  proves  that  point  in  a  convincing  manner.  His  narratives  of  the 
triumphant  deathbeds,  and  the  celestial  visions  of  many  departed  saints,  will  be  prized  by  not  a 
few  readers.' — Dundee  Courier. 


Foolscap  Svo,  cloth,  price  is.  6d., 

ARITHMETIC: 

THE  TEXT-BOOK  OF  THE  IRISH  NATIONAL  SOCIETY. 

Edited  and  adapted  for  Middle-class  Schools ;  with  Answers,  numerous  Illustra- 
tions, and  Additional  Examples. 
By  a.  K,  ISBISTER, 

Head  Master  of  the  Stationers'  School,  London;  Author  of   The  Concise  Euclid  '  etc. 
*^*   T/iis  Jl'ork  7)tay  also  be  had  1011110111  the  Ansiuers,  price  is. 

THE  CHEAPEST  SCHOOL-BOOKS  PUBLISHED. 

THE   IRISH   NATIONAL   SCHOOL-BOOKS. 

N'eiu  and  Iviproz'ed  Editions,  uniform  foolscap  Srv,  strongly  hound, 
and  lettered. 

First  Book  of  Lessons,  .r.  d.  \  s.  d.  '  s.  d. 

sewed 01/  Reading  Book  for  Girls,  o     9  ',   Key  to  Book-keeping,  .  o     4 

Second   do.,  bound,  .     .0    4  '  Selections      from     the            '  A  Compendivuu  of  Geo- 
Sequel   to   the   Second  {       British  Poets,  Vol.  i.,   i     o  ^       gi-aphy 04 

Book,  No.  1 o     4  '       Do.        do..      Vol.  11.,  .1     o  '   Elements  of  Geometry,  o     4 

Do.         do..      No.  2,  .     .0    4  ;  English  Grammar,     .     .0     4  j!  Mensuration 07 

Third  Book  of  Lessons,  o     8      First  Arithmstic,  .     .     .0     4  ■;  Appendix  to  do 05 

Fourth  do., o     9   ■  Key  to  do 04/  ScriptureLessons  [O.T. i, 

Supplement  to  Fourth  (  Arithmetic    in    Theory  [.       No.  1 06 

Book o  10  ^       and  Practice,      .     .     .0     9  i   Do.         do.,      No.  II.,     .  o    6 

Fifth  Book  of  Lessons  ',  Key  to  do. i     o  ;   Do.      (N.T.),    No.  i.,      .06 

^Uoys,, 09,  Book-beeping-,  .     .     .     .  o    6  \  Do.        do..      No.  n.,     .  o    G 


BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY  WILLIAM  P.  NIMMO. 


NIMMO'S   'CROWN'   LIBRARY. 

%  Scries  of  Stanbarb   (Ltilorks. 

Croccn  Z'i'o,  beautifully  printed  on  superfine  paper,  with  Illustrations 
by  eminent  Artists,  elegantly  bound  in  cloth,  price  3^.  dd.  each; 
also,  handsomely  bowui,  calf  extra,  gilt  edges,  price  \os.;  or  half 
calf  extra,  marbled  edges,  price  ds.  6d. 


The  Crown  Burns. 

Tlie  Crown  Longfellow. 

The  Crown  Scott. 

IV. 

The  Crown  Byron. 


The  Crown  Moore. 

VI. 

The  Crown  Wordsworth. 

VII. 

The  Crown 
Book  of  Humorous  Poetry. 

VIII. 

The  Crown  Ballad  Book. 


NIMMO'S    POCKET    TREASURIES. 

Miniature  4to,  choicely  printed  on  the  finest  toned  paper,  and  beautifully 
boujid  in  gold  and  gilt  edges,  cloth,  price  \s.  6d.  each. 


A  Treasury  of  Tahle 
Talk. 


Epigrams  and  Literary 
Eollies. 


The  Table  Talk  of  Samuel 
Johnson,  LL.D. 

V. 

Grleanings  from  the 
Comedies  of  Shakespeare. 

VI. 

Beauties  of  the  British 
Dramatists. 


A  Treasury  of  Poetic 
Gems. 

'  \  charming  little  Series,  well  edited  and  printed.  More  thoroughly  readable  little  books  it 
would  be  hard  to  find  ;  there  is  no  padding  in  them  ;  all  is  epigram,  point,  poetry,  or  sound 
common  sense.' — Publishers'  Circicla?: 

Edinburgh  :  William  f .  i^imma. 

AND    SOLD    BY   ALL   BOOKSELLERS. 


